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OLEATE  OF  MERCURY  AND  MORPHIA. 
Br  Charles  Rice. 

This  combination,  suggested  by  Prof.  John  Marshall,  F.R.S.,  and 
first  prepared  by  Mr.  Frank  Clowes,  has  been  in  considerable  demand 
in  this  city,  but  its  preparation  offers  some  difficulties,  which  do  not 
seem  to  have  occurred  to  Mr.  Clowes,  owing  to  a  difference  either  in 
the  character  or  quality  of  the  solvent,  or  in  the  manipulation. 

In  using  pure  oleic  acid  as  a  solvent  for  oxide  of  mercury  no  dif- 
ficulty is  encountered,  the  oxide — both  the  red  and  the  yellow  varie- 
ties— being  completely  soluble  in  it,  without  any,  or  with  only  a  very 
slight  reduction  to  the  metallic  state.*  This  is  not  the  case,  however, 
with  the  commercial  oleic  acid,  at  least  that  which  I  have  been  able 
to  procure  in  this  city.  It  is,  like  the  English,  a  residuary  product 
in  the  manufacture  of  stearin  candles,  commercially  termed  "  Red 
Oil,"  has  a  deep  sherry-wine  color  and  a  peculiar  greasy  odor;  ex- 
posure to  moderate  cold  causes  the  separation  of  a  considerable 
amount  of  solid  acids,  consisting  chiefly  of  palmitic  acid.  Its  sp.  gr. 
is  0.895  at  62*^  F.  This  substance  certainly  dissolves  the  oxide  of 
mercury,  but  it  requires  a  greater  degree  of  heat  than  the  pure  acid 
to  effect  the  solution,  while  at  the  same  time  some  of  the  oxide  is  in- 
variably reduced  to  the  metallic  state,  owing  to  the  presence  of  some 
readily  oxidisable  impurities  in  the  acid,  or  perhaps  due  to  the  oxida- 
tion of  the  acid  itself.  The  amount  of  reduction  is  in  direct  proper, 
tion  to  the  degree  of  temperature  employed,  as  might  have  been 
anticipated,  and  was  proved  by  a  number  of  experiments  : 

*  The  only  objection  to  the  employmeat  of  the  pure  acid  is  its  high  price. 
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192  grains  of  oxide  of  mercury,  corresponding  to  177*7  grains  of 
metallic  mercury,  heated  with  t(Mi  times  the  weight  of  oleic  acid, 
gave  the  following  reductions: 

At  300°  F.  amount  of  reduced  Hg,    .  .     175  grains. 

At  280°  F.  "  "  .  152 

At  212°  F.  '•  '*        .  .       69       " 

At  200°  F.  ••  ''  .  35 

Between  200°  and  180°  F.  the  aniount  of  reduction  varied  between 
20  and  40  grains,  according  to  sliorter  or  longer  exposure  to  heat  ; 
but  I  have  been  uusucce.ssful  in  effecting  a  solution  unaccompanied 
by  reduction,  This  makes  it  necessary  to  estimate  the  strength  of 
each  fresh  lot  of  solution. 

The  strength  of  the  preparation  as  prescribed  by  different  physi- 
cians has  varied  from  twenty  per  cent,  to  two  per  cent,  of  oxide  of 
mercury,  with  variable  quantities  of  morphia ;  but  of  late  a  uniform 
strength  of  six  per  cent,  of  oxide  of  mercury  and  two  per  cent,  of 
morphia  is  deemed  sufficient  for  most  purposes,  and  the  following  is 
the  process  which  I  employ  for  its  preparation  : 

Expose  the  commercial  oleic  acid  to  a  temperature  of  40-50°  F., 
and  express  the  liquid  portion,  which  is  oleic  acid,  deprived  of  the 
greater  portion  of  the  accompanying  solid  acids.  Take  of  oleic  acid, 
prepared  as  above,  153G  grains  ;  oxide  of  mercury,  perfectly  dry, 
192  grains.  Rub  the  oxide  in  a  mortar  with  some  of  the  oleic  acid 
to  a  smooth  paste;  add  the  remainder  of  the  acid;  place  the  mortar 
on  a  water  bath,  and  promote  solution  by  frequently  stirring,  taking 
care  not  to  allow  the  temperature  to  exceed  200°  F. 

As  soon  as  all  the  oxide  lias  disappeared,  or  rather  as  soon  as  the  un- 
dissolved residue  is  of  a  pure  gray  color,  remove  the  mortar  from  the 
water  bath  and  allow  it  to  staiul  tor  twenty-four  hours.  Then  pour 
off  the  clear  solution  into  a  tared  capsule  ;  wash  the  residue  thoroughly 
with  ether  and  add  the  washing  to  the  liquid  in  the  capsule.  Expose 
the  latter  to  a  very  gentle  heat,  until  all  the  ether  has  evaporated  and 
weigh.  The  residue,  after  being  properly  washed  and  carefully  dried 
(without  heat),  may  be  weighed  as  metallic  mercury,  which  is  in  prac- 
tice sufficiently  correct. 

Supposing  the  weight  of  the  obtained  solution  to  be  1098  grains 
and  the  weight  of  the  reduced  mercury  to  be  thirty  grains  (assuming 
therefore  that  there  has  been  no  loss  incurred  during  heating  and 
during  the  subsequent  washing  of  the  residue,  whilst   in  practice   a 
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small   loss   always  occurs),  we  first  calculate  the  amount  of  IlgOo,  to 
which  the  thirty  grains  Hg  correspond  : 

200  Ilg :  30  =  21G  HgO„  :   x 
X  ^=  32.4  grains. 
The  solution,   therefore,   weighing  1098  grains,  only  contains  150.0 
grains  of  HgUo,  or  9.4  per  cent. 

This  solution  is  now  to  be  reduced  to  the  strength  of  six  per  cent,  by 
the  addition  of  more  oleic  acid,  until  it  weighs  2000  grains,  but  we 
also  want  two  per  cent,  of  morphia.  The  balance  wanting  (2000 — 
1698=902  grains)  is  obtained  by  dissolving  fifty-three  grains  of 
morphia  in  909  grains  of  oleic  acid  and  adding  it  to  the  first  obtained 
solution  of  1098  grains,  making  a  dark  brownish  red  liquid,  of  sp. 
gr.  0.97;')  at  00°  F,  and  containing  six  per  cent.  (159.0  grains)  of 
HgO.,  and  two  per  cent.  (53  grains)  of  morphia. 

It  is  scarcely  ever  used  for  the  purpose  of  producing  the  constitu- 
tional effects  of  mercury,  but  rather  as  a  resolvent  for  articular 
anchylosis,  and  it  has  produced  excellent  effects  in  cases  of  chronic 
articular  rheumatism  and  in  gout,  by  removing  the  stiffness  and  pro- 
ducing fiexibility  of  the  joint. 

Xcic  York,  Xoc.  18,  1«72. 


Since  the  above  was  written,  I  have  succeeded  in  obtaining 
a  sample  of  oleic  acid  in  this  city,  which  dissolves  the  oxide 
comjdetely,  and,  if  previously  separated  by  cooling  from  the  solid 
acids,  does  not  produce  the  least  reduction.  I  also  found  that  a  much 
lower  degree  of  heat  is  sufficient  to  effect  solutioji,  (100° — 180''^  F.). 
A  lot  of  oxide  of  mercury  mixed  with  half  its  weight  of  carbonate 
was  employed  in  a  few  instances,  and  gave  even  better  results  than 
the  oxide  alone.  The  resulting  product,  made  with  this  kind  of  oleic 
acid,  is  of  the  consistence  of  thin  cream  and  of  a  light  brownish  yel- 
low color. 

A  sample  of  the  English  oleic  acid,  expressly  imported  by  a  friend, 
gave  invariably  a  greater  or  lesser  reduction,  and  so  do  all  the  other 
varieties  which  I  have  hitherto  tried,  with  the  exception  of  the  last. 
As  soon  as  I  have  traced  the  latter  to  its  source  I  shall  not  fail  to 
make  it  known. 

New  York,  Dec.  15,  1872. 
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UNGUENTUiM  ZINCI  OXIDI. 

By    Al.FKKD    H.    BOI.TON. 

In  making  oxide  of  zinc  ointniont  by  the  officinal  process  I  have 
experienced  great  difficulty  in  making  a  smooth  ointment,  which  diffi- 
culty prompted  me  to  resort  to  some  other  metliod  of  manipulation. 
The  idea  of  using  the  paint-mill  suggested  itself  to  me.  Now  as 
paints  arc  brought  to  a  fine  and  smooth  condition  by  the  use  of  the 
mill,  I  thought  why  could  not  the  oxide  of  zinc  ointment  be  manipulated 
in  the  same  way  ?  In  the  way  of  experiment  a  paint-mill  was  ob- 
tained, and  the  result  of  my  trial  was  a  success  ;  the  ointment  thus 
made  is  perfection  in  every  respect.     I  proceeded  as  follows : 

Placed  the  lard  in  a  capsule  and  applied  heat  until  fluid ;  then  added 
the  oxide  of  zinc  ;  removed  from  the  fire  and  stirred  it  occasionally 
until  it  acquired  a  semi-fluid  consistence;  then  benzoinated  it  with 
tincture  of  benzoin,  (made  in  the  proportion  of  three  troy-ounces  to 
eight  fluid-ounces  of  alcohol),  using  four  fluid-drachms  to  every  troy 
pound  of  the  ointment,  which  preserves  it  from  rancidity.  I  intro- 
duced the  lard  and  zinc  thus  prepared  into  the  mill,  previously 
warmed,  and  passed  it  through,  regulating  the  mill  by  the  use  of  a 
thumb-screw  attached  to  the  same,  and  keeping  the  ingredients  at  the 
game  consistence  by  the  use  of  a  spirit  lamp  placed  underneath  the 
mill.  The  use  of  a  spirit  lamp  is  superfluous  in  summer,  and  in  a 
warm  room  in  winter.  The  oxide  of  zinc  ointment,  which  most  phar- 
macists experience  so  much  trouble  with,  can  be  made  in  this  way 
perfectly  smooth,  and  with  a  great  deal  less  labor  than  rubbing  it  on 
the  ointment  slab  as  some  do.  The  cost  of  a  mill  may  be  an  objection 
to  some,  but  for  those  who  prepare  large  quantities  of  zinc  ointment, 
I  think  it  worth  the  price  of  a  mill. 

A  perfect  ointment  is  always  admired  by  the  pharmacist,  the  phy- 
sician and  the  patient  who  uses  it.  This  ointment  is  used  largely  by 
every  practitioner  of  medicine,  and  deserves  to  be  prepared  in  the 
"best  possible  manner.  In  summer  time  the  addition  of  two  troy 
ounces  of  white  wax  to  a  troy  pound  of  the  ointment  gives  it  a  better 
consistence.  The  ointments  of  carbonate  of  zinc,  carbonate  of  lead 
and  others,  might  be  prepared  in  a  similar  manner. 
PhiladelplUa,  December^   1872. 
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SUPPOSITORY  MOULDS    OF  PLASTER  PARIS. 
By  Charles  B.  Dwigut. 

Pharmacists  who  have  had  many  suppositories  to  make  with  the 
old  moulds  have  undoubtedly  often  hurt  their  fingers  by  pounding  in 
trying  to  remove  the  suppositories.  I  have  been  for  some  time  using 
a  mould  which  parts  through  the  centre  and  is  made  of  plaster  Paris, 
which  gives  so  much  satisfaction  that  I  can  but  wish  for  others  to  try 
it  ;  it  may  have  been  used  by  others,  but  is  entirely  original  with 
myself. 

The  expense  of  buying  moulds  of  metal  which  part  through  the 
centre  has  probably  been  detrimental  to  their  universal  use,  while 
they  are  undoubtedly  superior  to  those  old  finger  smashers  in  being 
easily  cleaned  and  oiled,  and  also  facilitating  the  extraction  of  the 
suppositories  when  cold.  For  the  benefit  of  those  unused  to  the 
manipulation  with  plaster,  I  will  give  a  general  plan  for  preparing 
the  moulds. 

Into  a  vessel  of  about  six  inches  long  by  two  wide  and  one  deep,  (a 
pasteboard  box  will  do),  pour  in  plaster  mixed  to  the  consistency  of 
thick  cream,  until  half  full ;  have  ready  six  suppositories,  moulded  of 
wax,  from  other  moulds  of  good  shape,  and  while  the  plaster  is  yet  soft 
immerse  them  to  half  their  diameter,  with  their  large  end  close  to  the 
edge  of  the  box,  all  in  a  row  and  a  uniform  distance  apart.  When 
the  plaster  has  set,  gently  remove  the  wax,  and  with  a  knife  smooth 
off  the  surface  and  trim  the  edges  of  each  mould  sharp,  and  between 
each  depression  made  by  the  wax  suppository  dig  a  small  cavity 
about  the  size  and  shape  of  a  small  pea  cut  through  the  centre. 
Now  we  have  half  of  our  mould.  When  the  face  has  become  hard, 
oil  or  grease  with  linseed  oil  or  lard,  replace  the  wax  suppositories 
and  raise  the  edges  of  the  box  by  wrapping  heavy  paper  around, 
which  will  extend  about  another  inch  above  the  surface  of  the  face ; 
mix  another  portion  of  the  plaster  equal  to  the  first,  and  in  the  same 
way,  and  gently  pour  over  the  greased  surface  until  it  will  be  about 
one  inch  deep  above  the  other  or  lower  half.  When  hard,  the  two 
parts  can  be  easily  pulled  apart,  the  edges  trimmed  off  and  each  part 
boiled  for  about  an  hour  in  linseed  oil,  which  will  prevent  the  adhe- 
sion of  the  substance  to  be  moulded.  The  plaster  must  be  mixed 
thin  and  ivell  stirred  to  be  substantial. 

By  following  the  above  plan  almost  any  number  of  sizes   can   be 
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made  at  small  expense,  and  will,  I  think,  be  found  to  answer  admira- 
bly.    If  this  will  in  any  way  alleviate  the   frown   which   comes   over 
the  face  of  the  pharmacist  when  he  finds  he  has  to  make  suppositories, 
the  object  of  the  writer  will  be  fully  attained. 
WheeUn(j,  IF.   J'<7.,  Nov.  28,  1872. 


ELIXIRS. 
By  C.  G.  Polk,  M.  D. 

Within  the  last  six  or  eight  years  a  class  of  pharmaceutical  pro- 
ducts termed  elixirs  have  acquired  extensive  use  and  grown  into  an 
undeserved  popularity,  both  with  physicians  and  the  community  at 
large.  But  while  purporting  to  be  definite  solutions  of  officinal  and 
well  esteemed  remedies,  they  are  :is  varying  in  their  constituents  as  the 
proprietary  bitters,  and  of  really  less  value  than  some  of  them.  In 
appearance,  articles  bearing  the  same  name  vary  in  hue  from  an 
inky  blackness  to  the  color  of  oflBoinal  syrup,  with  almost  every  inter- 
mediate tint.  Their  taste  is  as  different  as  their  color,  but  in  thera- 
peutical value  they  generally  agree ;  most  of  them  being  utterly 
worthless. 

The  whole  thing  is  radically  wrong  and  strikes  at  the  very  founda- 
tion of  rational  pharmacy.  In  the  first  place  the  articles  are  so  nu- 
merous that  they  must  modify  the  action  of  the  principal  article  to  a 
degree  that  envelops  the  therapeutical  result  in  mystery,  and  leads  the 
physician  to  grope  in  darkness  and  uncertainty  to  an  extent  as  great 
as  though  he  were  using  Scheitz's  or  Hostetter's  Bitters.  Secondly,  it 
is  morally  wrong  to  tamper  with  human  health  and  rob  the  sick  of  their 
money  without  an  equivalent  benefit.  Thirdly,  they  are  the  creations 
of  private  formulas,  many  of  which  are  unknown  to  any  one  else  than 
the  manufacturer,  and  are  practically  proprietary  medicines.  Fourthly? 
they  are  a  fljig  of  truce  to  homoeopathy  initiatory  to  a  surrender, 
without  half  the  therapeutic  merit  of  aconite,  belladonna,  pulsatilla, 
bryonia  and  veratrum,  even  homoeopathically  administered.  Fifthly, 
they  are  not  what  they  profess  to  be.  They  are  base  frauds.  Most 
of  the  elixirs  of  calisaya  are  nothing  more  than  a  finely  flavored  solu- 
tion of  sulphate  of  cinchonia  in  proportion  of  about  half  a  grain  to 
the  ounce,  and  do  not  contain  the  least  trace  of  any  other  alkaloid  of 
the  cinchona  bark.  The  ferrated  elixirs  generally  contain  the  stated 
amount  of  the  citrated  iron  in  which  their  virtues  mainly  consists,  but 
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even  these  have  no  advantage  over  a  syrup  of  the  citrate  of  iron 
properly  flavored,  and  are  often  not  as  good. 

The  tinctura  cinchonas  comp.,  well  prepared,  with  fresh  orange  peel 
^nd  combined  with  compound  tincture  of  cardamom  and  syrup  to  meet 
each  individual  case,  is  preferable  to  any  elixir  I  have  ever  seen  for 
general  use.  If  iron  and  quinia  are  desired,  the  citrate  of  the  two 
in  combination  may  be  given  in  pilular  form  or  in  a  finely  flavored 
syrup  combination. 

Bromide  of  potassium  may  be  administered  with  compound  tincture 
of  cardamom,  which  nearly  conceals  its  disagreeable  taste,  and  the 
iodide  of  potassium  given  in  syrup,  compound  tincture  of  cardamom 
and  Cura^'oa  cordial  can  be  taken  without  difficulty.  The  bitter  taste 
of  quinia  may  also  be  nicely  concealed  by  a  similar  combination,  so 
that  a  grain  may  be  administered  in  dessert-spoonful  doses.  An 
elixir  of  copaiba  containing  half  a  drachm  in  half  an  ounce  of  the 
menstruum,  and  so  covered  with  aromatics  as  to  he  palatable,  would  be 
really  a  pharmaceutical  triumph  I  but  one  which  has  not  yet  been 
gained. 

The  evils  of  the  elixirs  are  recognized,  deplored  and  condemned  by 
the  better  class  of  physicians  and  pharmacists,  and  yet  the  remedy  is 
plain.  Make  them  officinal,  strip  them  of  their  novelty,  and  adopt 
formulas  that  every  retail  druggist  can  follow.  Uniformity  of 
strength,  taste  and  appearance  would  be  established ;  only  one  bottle 
of  each  would  be  required  ;  physicians  prescriptions  could  always 
{when  they  are  ordered),  be  filled  in  letter  and  spirit,  and  all  the  mist 
and  uncertainty  which  now  envelop  elixirs  would  be  cleared  away, 
and  a  class  of  remedies  well  suited  for  infant  therapeutics  would  be 
at  least  definite  in  their  constituents,  convenient  for  physicians  and 
druggists,  easy  to  administer  and  reliable  in  their  action.  Those  mis- 
erable go-betweens  of  homoeopathy  on  the  one  hand  and  quack  reme- 
dies on  the  other  would  either  cease  to  exist  or  become  patent  medi- 
•cines,  sold  by  printer's  ink. 

It  has  been  suggested  by  several  pharmacists  that  there  be  a  simple 
elixir,  to  be  used  as  a  menstruum,  wherever  it  is  necessary  to  cover  the 
taste  of  disagreeable  medicines.  Although  several  objections  can  be 
urged  against  any  formula  I  could  off"er,  either  of  my  own  emanation 
or  have  seen  offered  by  others,  I  doubt  not  that  pharmaceutical  skill 
-can  supply  this  great  desideratum. 

But    however  much  I  may  condemn  the  wholesale  quackery  into 
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which  the  elixirs  have  been  run,  1  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as 
condcmniiit;  them  in  toto.  Valerianate  of  ammonia  is  so  disagreeable 
in  odor  and  taste  as  to  be  neglected  for  these,  unless  they  be  covered, 
and  the  formula  in  the  United  States  Dispensatory  does  this  suflfi- 
ciently  well  to  render  it  available,  and  could  assafa'tida  also  be  cov- 
ered in  taste  and  smell  without  interference  with  its  therapeutical 
action,  one  of  our  best  nervines  and  anti-spasmodics  would  come  into 
general  use. 

I  hope  tiiat  this  subject  will  receive  the  consideration  of  move  able 
and  experienced  minds,  and  a  great  evil  be  remedied. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


SOLANIA   IN    SOLANUM    LYCOPERSICUM. 
By  George  W.  Kennkdy. 

Having  had  a  strong  desire  to  know  whether  or  not  the  common 
tomato  plant  (Solanum  lycopersicum)  contained  any  solania,  and  never 
having  seen  any  analysis  of  the  plant,  I  was  induced  to  make  a  series, 
of  experiments.  The  fruit  of  the  plant  has  been  examined  by  several 
pharmacists,  but  I  believe  there  was  no  solania  discovered.  The- 
amount  of  citric  acid  obtained  by  the  experimenters  has  varied  very 
considerably,  thus  suggesting  that  the  fruit  of  different  varieties  has 
been  examined,  or  that  the  fruit  was  collected  at  different  periods  of 
the  year. 

In  giving  the  result  of  my  examination  I  hope  it  may  give  a  little 
more  liglit  on  a  plant  of  some  importance,  which  I  have  found  to  con- 
tain the  alkaliod  solania.  The  process  for  extracting  the  alkaloid 
was  similar  to  that  of  Wackenrodor,  except  a  slight  change  in  the 
maceration  and  in  using  ammonia  instead  of  hydrated  lime  for  pre- 
cipitation. 

I  took  a  quantity  of  the  living  plant,  leaves  and  stems,  and  bruised 
them  with  water  into  a  pulp  in  a  inortar.  This  pulpy  mass  is  next 
macerated  for  forty-eight  hours  with  water  enough  to  cover  it,  pre- 
viously acidulated  with  sulphuric  acid  so  as  to  have  a  strong  acid 
reaction.  The  liquid  is  then  expressed,  and  the  residue  treated  again 
with  sulphuric  acid  and  water,  as  in  the  first  maceration.  It  is  now  ex- 
pressed as  before,  the  two  liquids  are  mixed,  and,  after  standing  for 
some  days,  filtoredand  treated  witli  water  of  ammonia,  sp.  gr.  0.960,  in 
excess.     The  precipitate  that  forms  is  separated  by  straining  dried. 
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in  heated  air  at  120°  F,  and  then  boiled  several  times  with  alcohol.. 
The  alcoholic  solution,  having  been  filtered  while  hot,  will,  upon  cool- 
ing, deposit  the  solania  in  small  feathery-like  crystals,  resembling 
quinine  in  appearance,  having  a  smell  like  that  of  potatoes,  and  a 
taste  rather  nauseous,  bitter  and  somewhat  sweetish.  With  sulphuric 
acid,  it  gives  a  bright  red  color,  passing  into  reddish  brown.  With- 
iodine  a  characteristic  yellowish  brown  color  is  produced.  Besides 
solania,  I  also  found  in  the  herb  some  fixed  oil,  gum,  chlorophyll  and 
inorganic  salts. 

Fottsville,  Dec.  2,  1872. 


ON   SOME   IMPURITIES    IN   THE    COMMERCIAL    RHIZOME    OP 

CYPRIPEDIUM. 

By   John   M.   M  a  i  s  c  u. 
Read  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Meeting,  held  Dec.  11th. 

In  a  paper  read  before  the  pharmaceutical  meeting,  held  in  April 
last,  I  called  attention  to  the  fact*  that  two  diflferent  rhizomes 
are  met  with  in  commerce  under  the  name  of  cypripedium  or  ladies* 
slipper.  Through  the  kindness  of  several  readers  of  the  American 
Journal  of  Pharmacy,  I  was  subsequently  enabled  to  convince  myself 
that  the  two  plants  furnishing  the  commercial  article  are  Oi/jJripedium 
puhescens,  Willd.  and  C.  parvijloruniy  Salisb.,  of  the  rhizomes  of  whicb 
I  gave  a  short  description. f  I  then  stated  that  the  rhizomes  and  root- 
lets of  these  two  species  are  the  only  ones  constituting  the  commercial' 
article,  with  which  I  have  had  but  a  limited  acquaintance  and  experi- 
ence, and  the  commercial  specimens  obtained  several  years  ago  for  my 
cabinet  prove  the  correctness  of  my  observation. 

Recently,  however,  ^Ir.  G.  L.  Truckenmiller,  a  student  of  this  col- 
lege, directed  my  attention  to  an  admixture  with  the  rhizome  of  -fiy- 
drastis  canadensis,  Lin.,  which  he  had  observed  in  commercial  cypri- 
pedium, stating  that  an  herbalist  of  this  city  had  informed  him  that 
it  was  almost  impossible  to  collect  the  latter  free  from  the  former, 
since  the  two  plants  grew  together  in  the  same  localities,  and  their 
interwoven  rootlets  rendered  the  separation  of  the  two  rhizomes  ex- 
tremely difficult. 

The  two  species  of  cypripedium  prefer  bogs  and  marshes,  but  are 

♦American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  1872,  p.  194.     flbid,  297. 
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said  to  be  also  found  in  rich  low  woodlands,  in  localities  in  which 
hydrastis  grows.  I  have  observed  this  latter  plant  to  be  pretty  frequent 
in  some  localities  in  the  mountains  of»  the  northeastern  section  of 
Schuylkill  County,  Pa.,  but  did  not  find  any  cypripedium  there,  and 
it  seems  to  me  as  if  hydrastis  could  hardly  grow  in  swamps,  where 
the  other  plants  probably  thrive  best. 

However  this  may  be.  it  is  a  fact  that  occasionally,  at  least,  cypri- 
pedium is  mixed  with  a  considerable    proportion  of  hydrastis,  which 
may  escape  detection  on  superficial  examination,  particularly  if  Ci/pri- 
pedium  parvijhriun  has  been  principally   collected,  the   color   of  the 
rhizome  of  which  is  a  brownish  grey,  resembling  the  yellowish  grey  of 
the  corky  layer  on  hydrastis,  while  the  rhizome  of  Cypripedium  puhes- 
cens  has  a  blackish  brown  color  externally.  There  is,  however,  no  diffi- 
culty in  distinguishing  the  admixture  by  its  growth,  as  well  as  by  its 
structure  and  color  internally.    Cypripedium  parviflonan  has  the  cup- 
shaped  scars  of  the  overground  stems  directly  upon  and  above  the  rhi- 
■zome,  which  is  hollowed  out  considerably  and  bent  zigzag  up  and 
down  ;  hydrastis  has  an  oblique  rhizome,  with  very  distinct  nodes,  and 
bears  the  stem  scars  upon  short  but  distinct  branches,  of  which  only  the 
older    ones  have   concave   or  cup-shaped    terminations.       It   breaks 
with   a   short   fracture,  exhibiting  a  resinous   lustre    and   a   reddish 
to  brownish  yellow  color  in  which  tlie  eigiit  to    twelve   almost   linear 
light  yellow  ligneous  rays   are  distinctly  visible,  enclosing  an  orange 
yellow   pith.     The   rhizomes   of  both  species   of  cypripedium   break 
likewise  short,  parviflorum  usually  circular,  pubescens  often  nearly  two- 
edged  upon  the  fracture,  which  has  little  lustre,  is  white,  almost  mealy 
in  appearance,  and,  with  the  scattered  bundles  of  ligneous  tissue,  very 
indistinct.    The  rootlets  exhibit  a  similar  difference,  those  of  hydrastis 
being  bright  yellow,  with  a  central  ligneous  cord  of  a   quadrangular 
or  triangular  shape. 

In  another  specimen  of  ladies'  slipper  root,  some  senega  and  roots 
of  other  dicotyledonous  plants,  not  further  determined,  were  observed. 

It  appears  from  the  foregoing  that  the  pharmacist  must  exercise 
care  in  selecting  ladies'  slipper  root  for  medicinal  use,  lest  it  may  be 
contaminated  with  other  medicinal  and  non-medicinal  roots  to  such  an 
extent  that  garbling  may  be  too  tedious  and  expensive  an  operation. 
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CERESIX  A  SUBSTITUTE  FOR  WHITE  WAX. 

Bv  Joseph   P.  Rkmixgton. 

Eead  at  Pharmaceulical  Meetiixj  of  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy. 

A  sample  of  this  article  was  put  into  the  writer's  hands  for  the 
purpose  of  examination.  It  had  been  sent  to  a  large  manufacturing 
iiouse  in  Philadelphia  from  an  agent  in  Germany,  with  the  intention 
of  introducing  it  here  as  a  substitute  for  beeswax. 

In  appearance  it  is  very  similar  to  white  wax,  in  a  flat  cake,  white, 
shining,  nearly  inodorous,  breaking  shortly  with  a  fracture  like  wax. 
Its  specific  gravity  is  .850,  and  its  fusing  point  135°  F.,  volatilizable 
by  heat,  and  the  sublimed  ceresin  is  reddened  by  the  application  of 
sulphuric  acid  ;  it  dissolves  slowly  in  ether,  phenol,  turpentine,  petro- 
leum-benzin,  chloroform,  carbon  bisulphide,  and  freely  in  these 
solvents,  if  heated,  depositing  in  gelatinous  white  flocks  on  cooling, 
nearly  insoluble  in  alcohol  and  methylic  alcohol.  It  is  indiff"erent 
to  the  strong  mineral  acids,  with  the  exception  of  hot  sulphuric  acid, 
which  acts  on  it  easily,  forming  a  ruby  red  liquid,  which  rapidly 
passes  to  black  with  the  evolution  of  sulphurous  acid.  This  is 
due  to  the  deoxidation  of  the  sulphuric  acid ;  its  action  is  first  to 
carbonize  the  ceresin,  and  the  carbon  then  abstracts  oxygen  from  the 
sulphuric  acid,  and  sulphurous  acid  is  liberated ;  neither  potassa 
nor  soda  would  saponify  it.  Prof.  John  M.  Maisch  kindly  informed 
the  writer  of  an  account  in  Hager's  Pharmaceutische  Centralhalle, 
(Oct.  10th),  of  some  of  the  properties  of  this  substance.  The  points 
are  as  follows  : 

Ceresin — fusing  point  between  62°  and  63°  R.  Acids  and  alkalies 
do  not  attack  it  either  cold  or  hot. 

At  high  temperature  it  volatilizes  and  distils  without  change. 

Ceresin  price  in  Vienna,  100  guilders. 

Paraffin  price  in  Vienna,  70  guilders. 

Paraffin  slowly  cooled  becomes  opaque,  and  resembles  wax  more 
than  if  cooled  rapidly. 

Probably  obtained  from  fossil  wax  (Erdwachs)  of  Gallicia,  which 
yields  such  a  paraffin. 

An  imitation  of  yellow  beeswax  is  in  German  commerce.  It  con- 
sists of  paraffin,  colored  yellow  by  curcuma. 

The  Journal  of  Applied  Science  contains  the  following: 

Ceresin  is  a  new  product,  destined  to  play  an  important   part   as  a 
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lighting  material.  It  is  obtained  from  ozokcrit  or  fossil  wax  by  the 
following  process.  Ozokcrit  is  heated  up  to  a  temperature  ranging 
from  250°  to  300°  C,  in  order  to  separate  by  volatilization  and  sub- 
qucnt  condensation  the  liquid  oils.  The  mass  being  cooled  down  tO' 
60°,  it  is  treated  with  from  10  to  26  per  cent  of  Nordhauscn  sul- 
phuric acid.  The  temperature  is  then  raised  to  100°,  and  care  is 
taken  to  maintain  this  heat  until  the  precipitation  of  the  carbon  takes 
place  and  forms  a  viscous  residue,  which  is  carefully  separated  from 
the  supernatant  oils,  heated  and  tlicn  treated  with  about  10  per  cent 
of  diluted  sulphuric  acid  and  afterwards  neutralized  by  aid  of  an 
alkali.  The  mass  is  then  heated  to  about  180°,  poured  upon  plates 
and  pressed  through  linen  cloths  in  order  to  separate  the  greasy  mat- 
ters ;  this  residue  of  wax  can  then  be  melted  and  filtered.  The  pro- 
duct is  ceresin,  which  is  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  candles. 

To  summarize  the  results  obtained  by  the  writer,  ceresin  is  undoubt- 
edly one  of  the  paraflSns,  although  it  differs  from  common  paraffin 
in  several  respects.  It  is  not  unctuous  to  the  touch,  as  is  paraffin,  is 
not  as  translucent  and  does  not  break  with  the  characteristic  fracture- 
of  paraflBn,  and  has  a  higher  fusing  point,  although  the  fusing  point 
of  paraffin  is  sometimes  lower  than  135°  F.  It  seems  to  hold  a 
middle  place  between  paraffin  and  wax.  It  would  serve  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  wax  in  pharmacy  in  a  number  of  cases.  A  very  white  and 
firm  simple  cerate  was  made  with  it,  using  it  in  the  same  proportion 
as  wax — that  is  two  parts  lard,  one  part  ceresin. 


PERMANGANATE  OF   POTASSIUM— A  MODIFIED    FORM   OP 

CRYSTAL. 

By  JosEi'n  P.  Remington. 

Read  before  Pharmaceutical  Meeting  of  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy"^ 

A  sample  of  permanganate  of  potassium  was  recently  examined  in 
which  the  prismatic  character  of  the  salt  was  almost  entirely  wanting* 
It  was  imported  from  Germany  and  offered  in  New  York  market. 
The  crystals,  when  thrown  into  a  heap,  resembled  a  miniature  pile  of 
anthracite  ;  the  pyramidal  summits  were  present  on  some  of  them^ 
but  in  a  number  of  cases  this  characteristic  was  absent.  Tested  vol- 
umetrically,  a  given  portion  of  the  solution  was  exactly  decolorized 
by  the  requisite  quantity  of  solution  of  ferrous  sulphate,  thus  indi- 
cating a  pure  salt.     The  only  explanation  that   is   suggested  to  the 
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writer  is  that  some  foreign  salts  were  presented  in  the  solution  from 
which  it  was  crystallized,  which  interfered  with  their  proper  devel- 
opment. 

On  one  occasion,  in  obtaining  crystals  from  a  large  quantity  of 
solution,  50  or  60  gallons,  a  similar  effect  was  noticed,  there  being 
present  in  the  solution,  besides  pure  permanganate,  chloride  and  sul- 
phate of  potassium.  The  crystals,  on  examination,  proved  to  be 
the  double  salt  of  perchlorate  and  permanganate. 


ADULTERATED  HEAVY  MAGNESIA. 
Bv  Richard  V.  Mattison. 
A  short  time  ago  I  had  occasion  to  purchase  a  quantity  of  heavy 
magnesia,  and  the  order  was  given  one  of  our  large  wholesale  houses 
to  fill.  The  quantity  sent  mc  presented  a  fine  appearance,  and  a  por- 
tion of  it  was  put  up  in  ^i  and  3ii  packages  for  dispensing,  some  of 
which  was  returned  with  the  remark,  "  There  must  be  soma  mistake 
here ;  this  does  not  taste  like  magnesia  !"  Upon  examining  a  portion 
of  the  package  presented  I  was  struck  with  the  peculiar  taste,  which 
was  strongly  saline  and  cooling,  bearing  some  resemblance  to  that  of 
tartaric  acid  when  in  combination  with  an  alkaline  base.  Upon  exam- 
ining the  remainder,  which  had  not  been  placed  in  packages,  it  was 
found  to  be  of  the  same  character. 

The  physical  properties  of  the  powder,  differing  so  widely  from 
pure  magnesia,  suggested  the  propriety  of  a  chemical  investigation, 
and  it  was  analyzed  at  the  College  laboratory,  under  the  supervision 
of  Prof.  Maisch.  The  powder,  submitted  to  the  action  of  boiling 
water  and  the  mixture  filtered,  gave  a  filtrate  of  a  strong  alkaline 
reaction  with  turmeric  paper,  and  yielding  no  precipitate  upon  cooling; 
after  the  addition  of  ammonium  chloride  and  oxalate,  a  slight  tur- 
bidity was  produced,  indicating  the  presence  of  a  little  calcium.  The 
magnesium  salt  dissolved  was  thrown  out  of  the  filtrate  by  the  addi- 
tion of  solutions  of  ammonium  hydrate  and  ammonium  orthophosphate 
and  boiling.  The  abundant  precipitate  produced  by  these  reagents 
^ave  evidence  that  this  almost  insoluble  alkaline  earth  had  entered 
very  largely  into  solution.  This  precipitate  was  removed  by  filtration, 
evaporated  and  calcined  in  a  porcelain  crucible  with  a  few  drops  of 
nitric  acid  added  occasionally,  until  reduced  to  whiteness,  and  all 
traces  of  ammonium  had  disappeared.     The  portion  remaining  in  the 
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crucible  was  dissolved  in  water  acidulated  with  hydrochloric  acid,  and 
the  solution  concentrated,  when  upon  the  addition  of  platinic  chloride 
a  precipitate  of  the  double  chloride  of  platinum  and  potassium  was 
produced. 

The  mixed  precipitate  and  supernatant  liquid  was  evaporated  ta 
dryness,  and  yielded  to  a  small  portion  of  water  a  filtrate  which  col- 
ored the  flame  of  a  Buusen  burnt-r  a  bright  yellow,  and  gave  a  crys- 
talline precipitate  of  sodium  aiitimoniate,  when  a  solution  of  potas- 
sium antimoniate  was  added. 

As  the  original  powder  charred  when  placed  upon  platinum  foil  and 
heated,  the  presence  of  one  of  the  organic  acids  was  indicated,  and 
another  portion  of  the  powder  was  boiled  in  water,  filtered,  and  the 
magnci^ium  salt  separated  as  before.  The  filtrate  from  this  produced, 
a  precipitate  with  barium  chloride,  partly  si)luble  in  nitric  acid, 
showing  the  presence  of  a  small  quantity  of  sulphuric  acid,  probably 
existing  in  combination  as  sodium  sulphate.  With  another  portion  of 
this  filtrate  argentie,  nitrate  produced  a  white  precipitate,  soluble  in 
solution  of  ammonium  hydrate,  and  in  nitric  acid.  This  precipitate^ 
upon  being  heated  to  212°  F.,  instantly  blackened  from  the  reduction 
of  the  silver. 

To  another  portion  of  the  filtrate  solution  of  calcium  hydrate  was 
added,  and  a  dense  white  precipitate  was  the  result.  Tliis  precipitate 
was  soluble  in  solution  of  ammonium  chloride,  tartaric  acid,  and  also- 
in  solution  of  potassium  hydrate,  from  which,  upon  boiling,  it  was- 
reprecipitated.  This  corroborative  testimony  proved  the  presence  of 
tartaric  acid,  which  existed,  combined  with  potassium  and  sodium,  as- 
Rochelle  salt  in  the  powder,  mixed  with  magnesia  and  imported  for 
our  market  and  sold  under  the  name  of  Heavy  Magnesia. 

PhiladeJpliia,  Dee.  23,  1872. 


GLEANINGS  FROM  THE   EUROPKAN  JOURNALS. 

By  thk  Kditoh. 

Nitrate  nf  silver  and  cryntallized  sugar.,  when  acting  upon  each* 
other,  (at  130°  C),  do  not  yield  optically  neutral  sugar,  as  stated  by 
Maumend.  N.  iJorodylin  obtained  instead  invert  sugar  and  oxalate 
and  cyanide  of  silver. — Phann.  Zcitsch.  f.  Russl.  1872,  No.  17. 

Avalgsia  of  Barberries. — Dr.  (iraeger  found  in  100  parts  of  the  re-^ 
cently  collected  ripe  fruit  of  Bcrberis  vulgaris,  Lin.,  exclusive  of  the 
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stalks,  15.58  integuments  and  seeds,  17.20  soluble  solid  constituents 
and  67.22  water.  The  constituents  of  the  juice,  calculated  for  100 
parts  of  fresh  berries,  are  5.92  malic  acid,  4.67  sugar,  6.61  gum, 
67.16  water  and  0.06  salts  of  potassium  and  calcium.  The  integu- 
ments and  seeds  yielded  2.20  ashes,  mainly  consisting  of  phosphate 
of  calcium.  The  berries  are  well  adapted  for  the  preparation  of 
malate  of  calcium.— iV:  Jahrb.f.  Pharm.,  1872,  Oct.  201-203. 

Hyoscymnia.  according  to  Dr.  G.  Merck,  is  generally  obtained  in 
the  form  of  a  soft  amorphous  mass.  If  this  mass  is  carefully  dis- 
tilled in  a  current  of  liydrogcn,  a  colorless  distillate  is  obtained, 
which  is  probably  the  pure  alkaloid.  It  is  a  somewhat  oily  liquid,, 
resembling  conia  in  odor  and  appearance,  readily  soluble  in  alcohol 
and  ether,  also  in  Avater,  partly  soluble  in  benzin  and  chloroform  ; 
in  contact  with  the  air  it  rapidly  becomes  yellow  and  brown,  acquires 
a  thicker  consistence  and  an  intense  disagreeable  odor,  and  is  then 
but  partially  soluble  in  ether.  It  has  a  strong  alkaline  reaction  and: 
neutralizes  the  acids  completely.  The  salts  are  crystallizable  with 
difficulty.— /6/(^,  203,  204. 

Depilatory. — Prof.  Boettger  recommends  the  following  as  safe :  1 
part  of  crystallized  sulphhydrate  of  sodium  is  rubbed  to  a  very  fine 
powder,  and  mixed  with  three  parts  of  prepared  chalk.  The  mixture 
keeps  well  in  closed  vials.  Mixed  with  water  and  applied  to  the  skin, 
the  hair  becomes  soft  in  two  or  three  minutes  and  is  readily  removed 
by  water.  A  longer  application  is  apt  to  corrode  the  skin. — Ibid.,  p. 
230. 

[This  appears  to  be  an  improvement  on  Boudet's  depilatory,  which 
consists  of  8  parts  of  crystallized  sulphhydrate  of  sodium,  10  parts  of 
quick-lime  and  10  p.  of  starch. — Editor.] 

An  unhurtful  hair-dye  is  suggested  by  Dr.  Hager,  as  follows :  10 
parts  of  subnitrate  of  bismutli  and  150  p.  of  glycerin  are  mixed  in  a 
glass  vessel  and  heated  in  a  water-bath;  solution  of  potassa  is  then 
added  in  small  portions  and  with  continued  agitation,  until  a  clear 
solution  has  been  obtained,  to  which  a  concentrated  solution  of  citric 
acid  is  added  until  m.erely  a  slight  alkaline  reaction  is  observed. 
Enough  orange-flower  water  is  added  to  make  the  whole  liquid  weigh 
300  parts  ;  the  addition  of  a  small  quantity  of  solution  of  an  anilin 
color  completes  the  preparation. — Pharm.  Centralludle,  1872,  No.  46. 
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Peachier's  Tapeicorm  Fills  are  made,  according  to  Ilager,  of  1*6 
grm.  (25grs.)  each  of  oleo-resin  and  powdered  male  fern,  divided  into 
20  pills,  which  are  rolled  in  Ijcopodium,  and  taken  10  in  the  evening 
and  the  remaining  10  next  mornin<'.  An  hour  after  the  last  dose  a 
clyster  is  given,  consisting  of  2  grm.  oleo-resin  of  male  fern,  15  grm. 
gum  arable,  and  sufficient  water. — Ibid.y  No.  47. 

Death  from  the  Inhalation  of  the  Vapors  of  Phosplioriis  Paste. — 
An  apothecary  had  poisoned  several  bushels  of  wheat  with  strychnia, 
which  was  to  be  used  for  the  destruction  of  field-mice,  but  previously 
to  be  covered  with  phosphorus  paste.  Instead  of  performing  the  last 
operation  in  the  open  air,  upon  small  quantities,  the  deceased  worked 
upon  the  wheat,  in  two  portions,  in  his  cellar,  and  continued  at  this 
labor  notwithstanding  he  fainted  several  times.  The  inhalation  of  the 
gases  evolved  prostrated  him  completely,  and  he  died  within  a  week. 
— Pharm.  Zeitung,  No.  96. 

Potassa  Soap  for  Soap  Liniment  and  Liquid  Opodeldoc  is  recom- 
mended by  G.  H.  Barckhausen,  on  account  of  its  perfect  solubility  in 
alcohol  even  at  the  freezing  temperature.  The  commercial  soft  soap, 
however,  is  unfit  for  this  purpose,  because  it  contains  variable  quanti- 
ties of  free  alkali,  is  often  adulterated  with  starch,  &c.,  and  varies 
considerably  in  color.  The  author  suggests  the  following  manipula- 
tion :  100  parts  of  rape-seed  oil  are  mixed,  near  the  temperature  of 
boiling  water,  with  15  parts  of  potassa,  previously  dissolved  in  some 
alcohol ;  the  remaining  alcohol  is  then  added,  and  the  digestion  con- 
tinued until  the  oil  is  dissolved,  when  the  water  is  added,  whereby  the 
complete  saponification  is  facilitated.  This  gives  a  slight  excess  of 
alkali,  which,  however,  is  necessary  to  avoid  retaining  unsaponified 
oil  in  the  solution.  Alcohol  decomposes  soaps  when  dissolving  them, 
setting  alkali  free ;  hence  less  alkali  is  requisite  if  the  soap  is  made 
in  alcohol.  Based  on  the  amount  of  fatty  acids,  the  author  finds  that 
100  parts  of  rape-seed  oil  are  equal  to  300  p.  potassa  soap,  or  150  p. 
Castile  soap.— ylrc/u'y  d.  Pharm.,  1872,  Oct.,  289—299. 

Decomposition  of  Dilute  ILfdrocyanic  Acid. — Pettit  states  that 
aqueous  hydrocyanic  acid  containing  10  per  ct.  of  acid,  decomposes 
very  rapidly,  while  if  dissolved  in  1000  parts  of  water  (=  ^Q  per  ct. 
acid),  it  will  keep  for  six  months  almost  without  alteration.  If  a  10 
per  ct.  acid,  which  has  already  commenced  to  decompose,  is  diluted 
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to  ^  per  ct.,  the  alteration  does  not  progress.  Ammonia  does  not 
appear  to  induce  this  decomposition.  Gautier,  however,  infers  from 
his  experiments  with  the  concentrated  acid  that  ammonia  hastens  the 
decomposition. — Chem.  Cent.  Blatt,  1872,  No.  42,  from  Bull.  Soo. 
Chim. 

The  action  of  iodoform  and  phosphorus  produces,  according  to  Gau- 
tier, an  orange-yellow  body,  which  is  insoluble  in  most  solvents,  and 
yields  with  boiling  water  another  lighter  colored  compound  and  the 
products  of  decomposition  of  tri-iodide  of  phosphorus.  The  new  body 
is  probably  the  phosphorus  compound  corresponding  to  cyanic  acid. 

Phosphorus  does  not  re-act  upon  chloroform  at  a  temperature  of 
200°  C.—Ibid. 

Action  of  Oxygen  upon  Aqueous  Infusions. — Laborde  filled  a  glass 
globe,  the  neck  of  which  was  drawn  out  to  a  fine  point,  with  infusions 
and  decoctions  of  vegetables,  heated  to  boiling,  and  when  the  air  waa 
expelled  closed  the  opening  hermetically.  The  liquids  remained  un- 
altered while  portions  of  the  same  liquids  rapidly  spoiled  by  mould 
whon  loft  in  contact  with  the  air.  The  generation  of  oxygen  within 
the  globe  by  means  of  electricity,  did  not  cause  any  alteration,  but 
mould  appeared  in  a  few  days  when  contact  with  the  atmosphere  was 
re-established. — Journ.  de  Pharm.  et  de  C/iim.,  1872,  Aug.,  113. 

Value  of  Ajximorphia  in  Cases  of  Poisoning. — Dr.  Loeb  relates  a 
case  of  poisoning  of  a  young  man  who  had  swallowed  a  portion 
of  a  solution  of  3  oz.  oil  of  bitter  almonds  in  1|  pint  of  strong 
alcohol.  Half  an  hour  afterwards  the  patient  was  found  with  a  livid 
countenance,  rational,  but  very  weak,  vision  impaired,  pulse  96,  heat 
of  body  not  altered.  A  subcutaneous  injection  of  0*008  grm.  (^  gr.), 
produced  emesis  in  8  minutes,  which  was  repeated  in  5  minutes. 
The  young  man  felt  better  at  once,  and  was  well  the  next  morning, 
with  pulse  72. — Apoth.  Zeitung,  1872,  iVb.45. 

ON    THE    DETERMINATION    OF  THE   TRUE   ZERO   OF    THER- 
MOMETERS. 
By  Ch.  Tellier. 
It  is  generally  admitted  that  the  0°  of  the  Centigrade  and  R(5au- 
mur  thermometers  varies  after  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  and  the  deli- 
cate iind  sensitive  thermometers  therefore  become  altered  as  regards 
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the  imlication  of  the  0^  when  pUioed  in  melting  ice  or  snow.  Accord- 
ing to  the  observations  on  the  supersataration  of  water  with  cohi  (see 
Chemical  News,  vol.  x.wi,  p.  107)  thermometers  are  much  loss  vari- 
able than  is  generally  supposed,  and  the  cause  of  the  differences  which 
are  observed  is  probably  due  to  an  error  made  in  the  determination  of 
the  0°.  It  may  be  readily  conceived  that  unless  special  precautions 
are  taken  at  the  time  of  the  gradation  of  the  thermometer,  the  water 
in  which  it  is  plunged,  and  which  is  supposed  to  be  precisely  at  the 
temperature  of  melting  ice,  may  in  reality  be  slightly  above  that  tem- 
perature ;  this  is  the  case  if  the  walls  of  the  vessel  containing  the  wa- 
ter and  ice  admit  more  heat  to  the  water  than  the  melting  ice  can 
overpower  :  this  is  jiatur;il ;  ice  docs  not  melt  instantaneously,  but 
only  in  the  ratio  of  its  surface,  and  in  proportion  to  the  difference  of 
the  temperature  of  the  water  in  which  it  fluats,  and  its  own  tonipera- 
ture ;  and  it  is  consequently  quite  possible  that  the  Avatcr  which  con- 
tains the  ice  is  not  at  a  tcmpcratui-e  of  0°.  The  culdor  the  water  the 
more  slowly  will  equilibrium  of  temperature  be  established  between 
the  two  bodies,  and  in  the  same  ratio  will  the  chances  of  error  be 
greater.  The  error  of  indications  of  the  thermometers  brought  on  by 
time  either  depends  upon  a  modification  in  the  glass,  as  usually  admit- 
ted, or  it  is  due  to  the  result  of  an  erroneous  estimation  of  the  0°.  In 
the  first  case  the  alteration  would  rather  tend  to  plus  in  one  case  and 
tnituis  in  the  other,  and  there  is  no  plausible  re:ison  why  it  should  be 
otherwise;  in  the  second  case  (erroneous  estimation  of  tlie  O*^)  the 
error  should  be  always  plus,  because  the  water  must  be  above  0*"'.  My 
experiments  have  confirmed  these  views.  I  have  taken  seven  ther- 
mometers with  the  gradations  engraved  on  the  stem  and  made  by  one 
of  the  best  makers;  only  one  of  these  instruments  has  been  foutid  to 
indicate  0°  correctly,  all  the  others  indicated  a  iliffercnce — 

2  indicated  +  0-1 

1  "         +  0-2 

2  "         -f  0-3 
1        "         H-  0-4 

Not  one  of  these  thermometers  indicated  below  0°. 

The  determination  of  the  0°  by  placing  the  thermometer  in  melting 
ice  is  therefore  not  an  absolutely  certain  method  of  operating.  In 
order  to  find  the  true  0°  another  plan  must  be  followed,  which  is  that 
found  and  described  by  me,  and  called  terminus  of  congelation.  The 
operation  is  carried  on  as  follows  : — A  glass  vessel  is  placed  in  a  re- 
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frigerating  mixture,  and  the  temperature  of  the  water  contained  in 
the  vessel  is  thereby  readily  lowered  to  —  2  or  to  —  3  :  this  having 
been  done,  the  vessel  is  removed  from  the  mixture,  and  the  thermom- 
eters to  be  graduated  are  placed  in  it,  with  a  small  piece  of  ice  ;  here- 
by the  water  becomes  suddenly  frozen,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
temperature  rises  to  0°.  "When  one  has  no  ice  at  hand,  and  in  order 
not  to  complicate  the  operation,  the  temperature  of  tlie  water  should 
be  brought  down  to  —  4°,  when,  by  giving  a  gentle  tap  with  a  glass 
rod  to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel,  the  phenomenon  of  congelation  of  the 
water  will  be  observed,  the  temperature  rising  to  the  true  0°  abso- 
lutely.    I  draw  from  the  foregoing  the  two  following  conclusions : — 

1.  That  the  expression  of  melting  ice  does  net  exactly  indicate  the 
true  0°,  and  that  therefore  it  ought  not  to  be  the  basis  of  the  deter- 
mination of  that  point. 

2.  That  by  applying  the  term  of  terminus  of  congelation  it  is  quite 
possible  to  estimate  with  certainty  the  exact  point  which  separates 
liquid  water  from  ice,  and  that  point  is  the  true  0°,  which  should  be 
the  starting  point  of  the  graduation  of  the  thermometer  scale. — lievue 
Hehdomadaire  de  Chimie. — Chem.  News,  1872,  Nov.  22. 


TINCTURE  AND  SYRUP  OF  ORANGE-PP]EL,  AND  TINCTURE  OF 

QUININE. 

By  Chakles  Symes,  Ph.  D. 

The  preparation  of  tincture  of  orange  from  fresh  peel  is  a  matter 
which  has  engaged  my  attention  more  or  less  during  the  last  twelve 
years,  and  some  few  remarks  on  the  observations  I  have  made  from 
time  to  time  might  not  be  out  of  place,  especially  as  very  vague  con- 
■clusions  appear  to  have  been  arrived  at  on  this  subject  at  the  last 
Pharmaceutical  meeting,  after  a  description  of  some  (to  my  mind)  un- 
satisfactory experiments  by  the  President. 

On  March  8th,  1868,  I  brought  the  subject  before  the  members  of 
the  Liverpool  .Chemists'  Association,  exhibiting  a  sample  of  the  pre- 
paration in  question,  and  advocating  its  general  adoption  {vide  Phar- 
maceutical Journal,  2d  series,  vol.  IX,  p.  522),  but  it  received  com- 
paratively little  attention,  and  it  was  overruled  by  Mr.  Shaw  (in  the 
chair)  that  the  inconvenience  of  being  unable  to  obtain  fresh  peel  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year  was  sufficient  to  justify  the  continuance  of  the 
process  according  to  the  B.  P. 
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Tincture  of  orange  is  essentially  a  flavoring  agent,  possessing  slight 
stomachic  properties ;  nevertheless,  it  is  the  most  important  of  its 
class,  largely  prescribed,  and  therefore  meriting  attention.  In  dry- 
ing the  peel,  however  carefully  this  is  performed,  a  large  percentage 
of  the  aroma  is  lost,  which,  if  retained,  makes  a  tincture  of  iTuqaes- 
tionahhf  superior  flavor  ;  such  being  the  case,  any  difficulty  in  procur- 
ing the  fruit  at  some  seasons  is  ([uitc  secondary.  How  easy  would  it 
not  be  to  make  many  of  the  tedious  pharmacopoeia  preparations  if  we 
could  rest  satisfied  with  inferior  results?  When  this  tincture  has 
been  kept  twelve  months  the  flavor  is  not  quite  so  fine  as  when  freshly 
prepared,  but  even  then  its  superiority  to  tincture  from  the  dry  peel 
is  evident.  • 

Six  ounces  of  peel,  cut  thinly  from  the  fruit,  weigh  two  ounces  when 
dry;  it  will  be  evident  then  tliat  this  quantity  will  be  required  to 
make  one  j)int  of  tincture,  and  that  four  ounces  of  water  must  be 
omitted  in  making  the  proof  spirit.  Although  rectified  spirit  might 
be  the  best  solvent  of  the  volatile  oil,  etc.,  in  the  peel,  there  is  an  ob- 
jection to  its  use,  as  it  tends  to  harden  the  peel,  rendering  it  more  crisp, 
and  less  permeable.  In  the  winter  I  usually  make  sufficient  to  carry 
me  safely  through  the  summer,  when  the  fruit  is  difficult  to  procure, 
but  taking  the  quantity  of  the  pharmacopoeia  for  example  I  proceed 
thus : — Six  ounces  of  thin  fresh  peel,  cut  small,  are  macerated  48- 
hours  with  four  ounces  distilled  water;  12  ounces  of  rectified  spirit 
are  then  ad<led,  and  the  maceration  continued  with  occasional  agita- 
tion for  one  month  ;  filtered,  pressed,  and  the  product  made  to  mea- 
sure one  pint  with  proof  spirit.  Set  aside  in  a  moderately  cool  place 
for  use. 

Tincture  of  Quinine,  prepared  from  the  foregoing  tincture  in  the 
summer,  deposits  in  the  winter — so  it  frequently  does  when  prepared 
with  the  B.  P.  tincture — presuming,  of  course,  that  pure  quinine  be 
used  (not  the  unbleached,  which  frequently,  if  not  always,  contains 
cinchonine).  Now,  to  prepare,  say  two  pints,  tincture  suitable  for 
corap.  tincture  of  quinine,  I  proceed  thus  : — Take  six  ounces  fresh 
peel,  two  ounces  dry  peel  (in  fine  shreds,  known  as  machine  cuttings), 
add  four  ounces  water,  and  after  forty-eight  hours,  32  ounces  rectified 
spirit ;  allow  to  stand  as  before,  but,  after  pressing,  make  up  the  de- 
ficiency with  rectitied  instead  of  proof  spirit.  Thus  a  tincture  is  ob- 
tained of  fine  flavor,  and  capable  of  retaining  the  quinine  ni  solution. 
Here  it  might  be  objected   that  I  am  introducing  a  third  strength  of 
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■spirit,  and  with  its  complication.  This  is  to  some  extent  true,  and  I 
should  be  the  last  to  do  so  if  no  practical  results  were  to  be  gained, 
but  it  must  have  occurred  to  many  persons  as  being  somewhat  incon- 
sistent that  in  the  B.  P.  we  should  have  but  two  strengths  of  spirit 
{and  these  more  or  less  arbitrary)  as  being  best  capable  of  dissolving 
and  preserving  the  active  principles  of  the  whole  materia  medica. 

Syrup  of  Orange  Peel. — Most  of  what  I  have  written  with  re- 
gard to  the  tincture  from  fresli  peel  will  apply  to  the  syrup  made  from 
that  tincture,  but  with  this  exception,  it  does  not  lose  anything  of  its 
fine  aroma  by  age.  Sugar  appears  to  possess  a  preservative  influence, 
and  this  suggests  an  experiment  worth  trying  when  Seville  oranges 
are  again  in  season,  viz.: — Take  the  six  ounces  of  fresh  peel  and  beat 
well  with  an  ounce  or  two  of  sugar,  before  adding  the  water  and  spirit 
for  producing  the  tincture  ;  will  it  retain  its  fresh  flavor  quite  un- 
changed ? — Pharm.  Journ.  and   Trans.,  Nov.  16,  1872. 


THE  PRESENCE  OF  SILVER  IN  COMMERCIAL  SUBNITRATE  OF 

BISMUTH. 
By  Charles  Ekin,  F.  C.  S. 

In  the  June  number,  1868,  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal,  wull  be 
found  a  short  paper  of  mine  on  "  Commercial  Bismuth,"'  in  which  I 
pointed  out  that,  whilst  the  tests  given  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  for  bis- 
muthum  purificatum  excluded  copper,  and  the  process  for  purifying 
it  eliminated  arsenic  and  antimony,  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  prob- 
able presence  of  silver,  notwithstanding  that  it  was  known  that  com- 
mercial bismuth  frequently  contained  silver.* 

My  attention  was  again  called  to  the  matter  by  receiving  the  other 
day  from  a  well-known  and  highly  respectable  firm  of  manufacturing 
chemists  a  sample  of  subnitrate  of  bismuth,  containing  so  much  sil- 
ver that  when  exposed  to  the  light  it  became  of  a  deep  bluish-black 
tint.  I  obtained  a  sample  from  another  firm  of  at  least  equal  stand- 
ing as  manufacturing  chemists,  and  to  my  surprise  I  found  that  even 
this  too  contained  a  very  appreciable  amount  of  silver.  Upon  this  I 
decided  to  investigate  the  matter  further,  and  obtained  samples  from 
four  of  the  first  dispensing  houses  in  the  country,  for  examination. 

Each  sample  was  dissolved  in  nitric  acid,  diluted  with  an  equal  vol- 
ume of  water,  the  insoluble  residue,  if  any,  was  collected  on  a  filter, 
well  washed  first  with  diluted  nitric  acid,  and  afterwards  with  water, 
and  then  treated  on  the  filter  with  ammonia.     The  presence  of  silver 
*See  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy.  1871,  p.  292. 
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■was  cousiiKrttl  .sufficiently  provtd  by  the  residue  on  the  filter  being 
blackened  by  exposure  to  light,  by  its  being  soluble  in  iirauionia,  and 
giving  in  its  amnioniacal  solution  a  light  lemon  colored  precipitate^ 
"with  iodide  of  potassium.  The  cliloride  was  precipitated  from  the  ni- 
tric acid  solution  and  neighed  as  chloride  of  silver  in  the  usual  way. 
In  no  case  did  diluted  f;ulphuric  acid  give  any  precipitate,  thus  show- 
ing the  absence  of  lead. 

Sample  1.  The  one  first  mentioned  above,  A  very  sliort  exposure 
to  liirht  blackened  it.  ^Vas  not  examined  further,  as  the  manufac- 
turers  acknowledged  the  contamination  of  silver. 

2.  The  second  sample  mentione<l  above  contained  mucli  less  silver 
than  sample  1,  but  sufiicient  to  give  a  distinct  bluish  tint  when  ex- 
posed to  light  for  two  or  three  days. 

3.  Not  a  subnitrate  at  all,  but  a  basic  subchloride,  containing  chlo- 
rine equal  to  I'O  per  cent,  of  BiOCl ;  not  completely  soluble  in  nitric 
acid,  and  contained  silver. 

4.  Contained  silver  and  8-9  per  cent,  of  subchloride. 

5.  Contained  traces  of  subchloride,  but  no  silver. 
G.  Traces  both  of  subchloride  and  silver. 

7.  Neither  silver  nor  subchloride. 

8.  Contained  silver  and  4-9  per  cent,  subchloride. 

9.  Neither  silver  nor  subchloride. 

10.  Silver  and  traces  of  subchloride. 

11.  Neither  silver  nor  subcldoridc. 

12.  No  silver,  but  G-5  per  cent,  subchloride. 
18.  No  silver  ;  traces  of  subchloride. 

14.  No  silver ;  about  one  per  cent,  subchloride. 

1.5.  Neither  silver  nor  subchloride. 
The  samples  showed  great  diversity  in  density  and  appearance. 
Sample  No.  1  was  a  damp  powder,  having  a  strongly  acid  smell  and 
reaction.  I  am  assured  by  manufacturers  that  subnitrate  prepared 
strictly  according  to  the  Pharmacopoeia,  after  having  been  kept  for 
about  two  months,  dcvelopes  so  much  acid  as  actually  to  effervesce 
with  carbonates.  After  rewashing,  however,  it  becomes  more  basic 
and  more  stable. 

In  sample  No.  3,  obtained  from  a  London  dispensing  house,  the 
substitution  by  the  manufacturer  of  a  subchloride  for  a  subnitrate  ia 
of  course  unpardonable.  I  have  understood  that,  owing  to  its  being 
prepared  at  a  less  cost,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  subchloride  sold  as. 
subnitrate,  but  this  is  the  first  sample  I  have  ever  met  with. 
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The  subchloride  in  the  other  samples,  although  in  one  instance  it 
amounts  to  as  much  as  6  5  per  cent.,  I  consider  to  be  rather  the  Avork 
of  careless  manufacture  than  an  adulteration.  It  would  appear  that 
atter  the  bismuth  is  dissolved,  the  silver,  which,  as  we  have  seen,  must 
be  frequently  present,  is  precipitated  as  chloride  by  hydrochloric  acid, 
and  removed  by  decantation.  If  this  is  done  carefully,  there  could 
be  no  objection  to  such  a  process,  but  that  it  is  not  generally  done 
carefully  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  presence  of  varying  quantities 
of  subchloride,  and  in  seven  samples  out  of  fifteen,  of  chloride  of  sil- 
ver. Samples  7,  9  and  11,  which  are  very  pure,  I  find,  on  inquiry, 
were  manufactured  by  Howards  &;  Sons,  Stratford. — Pharm.  Journ. 
and  Trans.,  Nov.,  16,  1872. 


NEW  METHOD  OF  PREPARING  CHROMIC  ACID.* 
By  E.  Duvillier. 

The  chromate  of  barium  is  decomposed  at  a  boiling  heat,  with  an 
excess  of  nitric  acid.  The  almost  insoluble  nitrate  of  barium  is  pre- 
cipitated in  a  crystalline  form,  and  chromic  acid  remains  in  solution. 
The  latter  is  purified  by  successive  evaporations,  and  by  finally  treat- 
ing with  a  suitable  quantity  of  dilute  sulphuric  acid. 

The  process  is  as  follows  :  Boil  for  ten  minutes  100  parts  chromate 
of  barium,  100  parts  water,  110  parts  nitric  acid,  sp.  gr.  40°  B. 

The  water  should  first  be  poured  on  the  chromate  of  barium  to  form 
a  kind  of  magma,  and  the  nitric  acid  added  afterward.  This  is  im- 
portant, because,  if  the  opposite  order  is  followed,  the  result  is  not 
as  good,  and  the  nitrate  of  barium  formed  incloses  in  it  chromate  of 
barium. 

To  the  red  liquor  add  200  parts  of  water,  and  allow  it  to  boil  for 
ten  minutes.     The  nitrate  of  barium  settles  rapidly  when  left  quiet. 

The  supernatant  liquid,  when  cold,  contains  4  parts  of  nitrate  of 
barium  to  100  of  soluble  substances.  This  is  decanted  and  evaporated 
to  nearly  the  volume  of  the  acid  used.  During  this  operation  the 
greater  part  of  the  dissolved  nitrate  of  barium  is  precipitated,  and 
when  the  liquid  cools  chromic  acid  is  obtained,  containing  only  O-o  per 
cent,  of  nitrate  of  barium. 

The  excess  of  nitric  acid  is  expelled  by  evaporating  nearly  to  dry- 

*  Translated  for  the  Journal  of  Applied  Chemistry  from  Dingler's  Polytech- 
nisches  Journal. 
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ness,  adding  water,  and  repeating  the  operation  several  times,  until  a 
stopper  with  ammonia  no  longer  gives  white  fumes.  The  sufficiently 
concentrated  chromic  acid  crvstallizes  in  black  warts,  exactly  similar 
to  the  plates  obtained  in  a  vacuum  by  Bolley's  method.  In  this  way 
chromic  acid,  sufficiently  pure  for  most  uses,  can  be  prepared  in  a  few 
hours. 

To  obtain  a  perfectly  pure  product  it  is  only  necessary  to  precipi- 
tate the  remainder  of  the  barium  by  adding  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
sulphuric  acid  to  the  boiling  solution. 

This  method  possesses  the  advantage  over  all  those  previously  de- 
scribed of  quickly  furnishing  all  the  chromic  acid  contained  in  the 
chromate  of  barium  used,  and  also  that  the  acid  is  absolutely  pure. 
It  can  also  be  employed  on  a  large  scale  by  observing  the  above-given 
proportions.  The  excess  of  acid  would  then  be  collected  in  a  suit- 
able distilling  apparatus  so  as  to  use  it  for  another  operation.  The 
nitrate  of  barium  could  be  used  in  making  the  chromate  of  barium, 
80  that  no  loss  would  be  sustained. 


CHLOROFORM  AS  SOLVENT  FOR  AND  MEANS  OF  SEPARAT- 
ING POISONOUS  VEGETABLE  SUBSTANCES  IN  FORENSIC 
INVES'llGATIONS. 

I.  Nowak  has  instituted  a  series  of  experiments  which  prove  that 
chloroform  quickly  and  perfectly  extracts  the  following  long  list  of 
vegetable  substances  from  alkaline  solutions,  viz. :  Strychnia,  quin- 
ia,  quinidia,  chinchonia,  cafteiiia,  theobromin.i,  emctina,  atropia, 
hyoscyamia,  aconitina,  veratrina,  physostigmia,  narcotina,  codeina, 
thebaina,  nicotina  and  conia.  It  dissolves  brucia,  colchicia  and 
papaverina  more  slowly.  Sabadillia  is  only  taken  up  by  it  when 
warm,  while  narceina  is  taken  up  from  alkaline  solutions  in  small 
quantities  only.  Picrotoxin  is  acted  upon  by  chloroform  more  readily 
from  acid  than  alkaline  solutions.  Morphia  and  solania  do  not 
dissolve  in  chloroform,  either  from  acid  or  alkaline  solutions. 

Further  experiments  also  show  that  all  those  substances  which  are 
taken  up  by  chloroform  from  aqueous  alkaline  solutions  are  again 
given  up  by  it  on  shaking  repeatedly  with  acidulated  water,  while 
fatty  and  other  foreign  substances  mixed  with  them  remain  in  the 
chloroform.  A  systematic  course  of  search  for  poisonous  vegetable 
substances,  founded  upon  the  above  facts,  was  instituted,  and  its  prac- 
ticability tested  by  actual  experiments  as- follows:  A  Aveighed  quantity 
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•of  different  poisons  was  mixed  witli  pieces  of  flesli  selected  for  the 
purpose,  and  then  tested  for.  The  results  obtained  showed  that  in 
many  cases  the  whole  quantity  of  the  poison  mixed  with  the  tiesh  was 
recovered,  and  in  most  cases  the  greater  part  was  found.  The  results 
gave  general  satisfaction,  especially  on  account  of  the  great  purity  of 
the  alkaloids  obtained  from  the  chloroform,  so  that  the  reactions  for 
identifying  them  could  be  made  at  once. — Journ.  App.  (Jhem.,  Dec, 
1872. 

VANILLIC  ACID.* 
By  p.  Carles. 

After  being  preserved  for  a  certain  time  vanilla  generally  becomes 
<jovered  witli  crystalline  needles.  As  this  crystallization  is  considered 
to  be  a  mark  of  good  quality,  sometimes  it  is  sought  to  impart  it  to 
inferior  vanilla,  and  this  is  done  by  simply  putting  some  of  the  crys- 
tals already  formed  into  the  case  containing  it.  The  chemical  compo- 
sition of  this  efflorescence  does  not,  however,  appear  to  be  perfectly 
understood. 

Formerly,  and  the  error  has  been  repeated  in  recent  works,  Vogel 
asserted  that  it  consisted  of  benzoic  or  cinnamic  acid  ;  Wittstein 
thought  it  to  be  coumarin.  M.  Vee,!  comparing  the  melting-points 
of  these  various  substances,  detected  the  error  and  showed  that  it  was 
a  peculiar  acid.  About  the  same  time,  M.  GobleyJ  investigated  the 
chemical  characters  of  these  crystals,  compared  them  with  coumarin, 
and  proposed  for  them  the  name  vanillin,  or  aromatic  principle  of 
vanilla.  Later,  in  Germany,  Stokkebye§  took  up  the  subject.  He 
fixed  the  melting-point  at  82''  C,  instead  of  76°  C.  (Gobley),  or  78° 
C  (Vee),  and  in  virtue  of  its  acid  properties  called  it  vanillic  acid. 
Finally,  while  Gobley  had  attributed  to  it  the  formula  C^oHgO^,  Stok- 
kebye  represented  it  by  Ca^Hj^O^ij.Jl  These  differences  in  the  formula 
and  melting-points  attributed  to  it  seemed  to  show  that  even  if  their 
authors  examined  the  same  crystals,  they  were  at  least  not  of  equal 
purity.  M.  Carles  was  therefore  induced  to  undertake  the  present 
investigation. 

Instead  of  extracting  the  vanillic  acid  directly  from  the  vanilla,  M. 

*  Abstract  of  paper  in  L'Union  Pharmaceutique,  xiii,  294. 

t  Journ.  de  Phann.  et  de  Cliiinie,  [3J  xxxiv,  412. 

J  Ibid.,  404. 

I  Zeitschrift  fiir  Chemie,  18G5,  p.  467. 

]|  These  formulae  are  accordiii"  to  the  old  notation. 
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Carles  preferred  to  purify  the  depisit  found  at  the  bottom  of  the  cases- 
in  which  vanilhi  had  been  kept.  From  a  mixture  of  specimens  from 
various  sources  he  made  a  concentrated  aqueous  solution  by  boiling, 
and  after  the  ad«lition  of  aiiimil  charcoal,  passed  it  through  a  moist- 
ened filtL-r.  Upon  cooling,  the  acid  was  dej)osited,  and  it  was  submit- 
ted to  two  or  three  successive  crystallizations.  If  cooled  slowly  the 
crystals  appeared  as  colorless  transparent  prisms,  sometimes  more 
than  two  centimetres  long.  When  fresh  and  very  pure  their  odor 
was  very  feeble,  but  was  increased  by  heat,  and  their  taste  was 
piquant.  Vanillic  acid,  so  obtained,  melts  at  between  80°  C.  and  81^ 
C.  Heated  on  platinum  foil,  it  volatilizes  without  decomposition,  but 
it  distils  with  difficulty  in  a  retort  n\  about  280°  C.  It  is  very  solu- 
ble in  cold  alcohol,  ether,  chloroform,  sulphide  of  carbon,  and  the 
fixed  and  volatile  oils.  Water  at  15°  C.  dissolves  1-2  per  cent.,  but  in 
boiling  water  it  is  very  soluble.  It  decomposes  the  bicarbonates  with 
effervescence  ;  and  saturates  perfectly  the  alkaline  bases  in  the  cold, 
and  the  earth  bases  with  heat.  Pure  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  turns 
it  yellow  in  the  cold,  but  if  the  acid  contain  traces  of  nitric  acid  a 
scarlet  color  is  produced,  and  the  same  result  follows  with  pure  sul- 
phuric acid  and  resinous  crystals.  Dilute  nitric  acid  attacks  it  feebly^ 
but  concentrated  quickly  converts  it  into  oxalic  acid.  Chlorine,  bro- 
mine, and  iodine  yield  products  of  substitution.  It  is  precipitated  by- 
acids  from  concentrated  aqueous  or  alcoholic  alkaline  solutions  with 
little  evident  modification,  even  after  being  exposed  for  several  hours 
to  a  temperature  of  100°  C.  It  colors  the  persalts  of  iron  blue,  re- 
duces nitrate  of  silver  and  is  precipitated  plentifully  by  the  acetates 
of  lead.     Its  formula  is  given  by  M.  Carles  as  CigllgOg  [CJl^O.^. 

Found.  Calculated. 

I.  II. 

Carbon,         .             .     63-14  63-13             63-15 

Hydrogen,     .             .       5-55  5'69               5*26 

The  author  describes  the  following  compounds  of  vanillic  acid  ob- 
tained by  him  : 

Vanillate  of  Lead  (CiJIyPbOg). — Tufts  of  white  crystals  radiating 
from  a  common  centre,  deposited  upon  cooling  after  mixing  a  hot 
aqueous  solution  of  vanillic  acid  and  a  solution  of  neutral  acetate  of 
lead. 

Vanillate  of  Magnesia  (Cjgll^MgO^). — Colorless,  inodorous  crystals 
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slightly  soluble  in  cold  water,  insoluble  in  alcohol  and  ether.  Ob- 
tained easily  by  double  decomposition  between  fresh  vanillate  of 
baryta  and  sulphate  of  magnesia,  or  by  saturating  a  boiling  solution 
of  vanillic  acid  with  magnesia  hydrate  or  carbonate,  and  allowing  to 
cool  slowly. 

Vanillate  of  Zinc  (CiglLZnO^). — Deposited  in  white  crystals  upon 
cooling  a  hot  solution  of  vanillic  acid,  saturated  by  oxide  or  carbonate 
of  zinc.      Slightly  soluble  in  boiling  water. 

Iodine  Conqjounds  (CiJI.IO^  and  CigUJ.O,,). — The  first  consisting 
of  white  pearly  crystals  of  faint  odor,  slightly  soluble  in  alcohol  and 
ether,  melting  at  74®  and  subliming  without  decomposition,  was 
deposited  after  some  hours  from  a  mixture  of  2  grams  of  vanillic  acid 
dissolved  in  50  grams  of  water  and  1"5  gram  of  iodine  dissolved  in  50 
grams  of  alcohol.  The  second  was  obtained  when  iodine  was  used  in 
excess,  also  as  pearly  crystals.  It  is  slightly  soluble  in  boiling  water^ 
insoluble  in  cold  chloroform,  soluble  in  hot  ether  and  alcohol. 

Bromine  Compound  (C,eHgB.O^). — Pearly,  yellowish,  odorless  crys- 
tals, very  slightly  soluble  in  water,  more  so  in  alcohol,  ether  and  ch'lo- 
reform,  obtained  by  gradually  adding  slight  excess  of  bromine  to  a 
concentrated  aqueous  solution  of  vanillic  acid,  and  crystallizing  the 
precipitate  first  from  alcohol  and  then  from  boiling  water. 

Vanillic  acid  being  ignited  with  potash,  and  the  mass  afterwards 
treated  with  water,  hydrochloric  acid  and  ether  yielded  small  white 
inodorous  prismatic  crystals,  which  product  the  author  considers  to  be 
a  new  acid  and  proposes  to  call  oxyvanillic  acid,  with  the  formula 
CigHgOg.  When  vanillic  acid  was  heated  in  a  sealed  tube  with  hydri- 
odic  acid,  the  methyl-hydriodic  was  obtained. 

From  these  experiments  M.  Carles  is  led  to  conclude  that  the  efflo- 
rescence on  vanilla  is  neither  of  the  substances  that  have  heretofore 
been  described,  but  is  a  peculiar  acid,  isomeric  with  anisic,  formoben- 
zoic,  methylsalicyclic,  creasotic,  oxytoluic,  and  many  other  acids. — - 
Pharm.  •Journ.,  Land.,  Nov.  23,  1872. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  A  NEW  QUINIMETRIC  PROCESS. 
By  p.  Carles. 
Having  ascertained,  by  experiment,  that  the  quinimetric  methods  in 
use  are  not  suited  for  extracting,  in  a  sufficiently  pure  state  to  admit  of 
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"weighing,  all  the  quinia  contained  in  the  cinchona  barks  (the  decoc- 
tion method  extracts  coloring  matter  and  changes  the  active  princi- 
ples, while  the  lixiviation  process  yields  very  weak  liquors,  in  which 
a  portion  of  the  alkaloids  are  kept  in  solution),  I  have  devised  a  method 
which  may  be  carried  out  as  follows  : — A  good  average  sample  of  the 
bark  is  ground  to  powder,  and  passed  through  a  fine  horse-hair  sieve ; 
-0  grnis.  of  this  powder  are  intimately  mixed  with  from  6  to  8  grms. 
of  slaked  lime,  mixed  with  35  grms.  of  water,  and  the  mixture  of 
quina  bark  and  pasty  lime  dried  at  a  gentle  heat;  the  cake  thus 
formed  is  reduced  to  a  coarse  powder  and  pressed  into  a  conically- 
sbaped  glass  tube  (or  a  funnel  w-ith  stop-cock  and  glass  stopper); 
chloroform  is  then  gradually  ])oured  on  to  the  contents,  care  being 
taken  to  cork  the  tube  at  the  top  ;  150  grms.  of  chloroform  will  be  a 
suflScient  quantity,  but  it  is  best  to  ascertain  if  the  bark  is  exhausted 
by  evaporating  a  few  drops  of  the  last  portion  of  the  chloroform  in  a 
porcelain  basin  ;  the  residue  should  be  treated  first  with  dilute  sul- 
phuric acid,  and  next  with  chlorine  water  and  ammonia.  The  chlo. 
roform  which  adheres  to  the  mixture  of  lime  and  bark  is  displaced  by 
the  addition  of  water,  and  the  fluid  is  next  evaporated  upon  a  water- 
bath  until  a  dry  residue  is  left.  If  desired  to  save  the  chloroform,  it 
can  be  distilled  off  in  a  retort  upon  a  water-bath :  the  distillation 
should  not,  however,  be  carried  on  to  dryness,  but  the  remainder  of  the 
fluid  is  to  be  evaporated  to  dryness  in  a  porcelain  capsule,  and  then 
treated  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid.  The  solid  dry  residue  consists  of 
the  alkaloids  of  the  bark,  mixed  with  about  their  own  weight  of  waxy- 
resinous  {cereo  resineux)  matters ;  the  alkaloids  are  taken  up  by  dilute 
sulphuric  acid  (1  to  10),  of  which  fluid  from  10  to  12  c.  c.  are  sufficient. 
This  solution  is  filtered  through  a  very  small,  previously  moistened, 
filter,  and  the  filtrate  is  colorless  ;  the  filtrate  is  next  heated  to  100° 
upon  a  water  bath,  and,  when  hot,  ammonia — at  first  concentrated, 
afterwards  dilute — is  added,  so  as  to  cause  the  filtrate  to  become  very 
nearly  saturated, — to  be  left  very  slightly  acid ;  all  the  quinia  will 
then  crystallize  in  the  shape  of  sulphate.  This  crystallization  pro- 
ceeds rapidly,  and  the  peculiar  odor  emitted  by  the  fluid,  as  well  as 
the  aspect  of  the  crystals,  are  of  some  value  in  ascertaining  before- 
hand the  quality  of  the  bark  operated  upon.  When  the  liquid  has 
become  completely  cold  the  crystalline  matter  forms  a  solid  cake, 
which  has  only  to  be  placed  upon  a  double  filter  for  the  purpose  of 
draining  :  the   mother-liquor  is  displaced  by  a   few  drops  of  water, 
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after  which  the  mass  is  gently  pressed,  dried,  and  weighed.*  If  the 
mother-liquor  is  found  to  be  very  acid,  ammonia  in  slight  excess 
should  be  added,  for  the  purpose  of  precipitating  the  rest  of  the  qui- 
nia.  The  other  alkaloids  remain  in  solution,  and  are  next  separated 
by  precipitation,  dried,  weighed  and  tested  with  washed  ether. 

This  process  is  simple  and  expeditious,  and  yields  good  results,  the 
quinia  being  obtained  in  a  colorless  state.  I  quote  the  following  in- 
stances of  its  working  : — (1).  A  mixture  was  taken  of  pure  sulphate  of 
quinia,  0-60  ;  cinchonia,  0-20  ;  dilute  sulphuric  acid  (1  to  10),  10  c.c. ; 
while  hot  I  poured,  by  means  of  a  pipette,  first  concentrated  and  then 
dilute  ammonia  nearly  to  saturation  :  result  obtained — sulphate  of 
quinia,  0-59;  cinchonia,  0-22.  (2).  Sulphate  of  quinia,  0-50; 
cinchonia,  0.25  :  acid  at  y'„,  10  c.  c,  found  sulphate  of  quinia  052  ;. 
cinchonia,  017.  A.  Yellow  cinchona  bark,  20  grms.  has  yielded  per 
1000,  by  the  use  of  Rabourdin's  modified  process  (see  Journ.  de 
Pharmacie,  1861),  strongly-colored  crystalline  sulphate  of  quinia, 
23.00  ;  with  Le  Maitre's  process,  somewhat  yellow-colored  sulphate 
of  quinia,  22.30  ;  with  my  process,  colorless  sulphate  of  quinia, 
2(3-55.  B.  Yellow  cinchona  bark,  same  quantity,  by  Rabourdin's 
process,  strongly  colored  crystallised  sulphate  of  quinia  (per  1000), 
29'50  ;  Le  Maitre's  process,  yellow-colored  sulphate,  26-75  ;  my  pro- 
cess, colorless  sulphate,  31-25.  Trials  with  other  kind  of  bark  yielded 
similar  results,  but  I  should  mention  that  the  separation  of  the  qui- 
nia as  sulphate  only  succeeds  well  when  the  quantity  of  quinia  in 
the  bark  greatly  exceeds  the  cinchonia. 

To  exhibit  the  effect  of  an  excess  of  cinchonia  I  quote  the  follow- 
ing:— Sulphate  of  quinia,  0.40;  cinchonia,  0-60;  acid  y\j,  10  c.  c.^ 
yielded — sulphate  of  quinia,  0.58  (mixed  with  cinchonia) ;  cincho- 
nia, 0-48 :  the  impure  sulphate  of  quinia  thus  obtained  may  be 
purified,  re-crystallised  and  tested  with  ether  and  ammonia. 

As  sulphate  of  quinia  is  completely  insoluble  in  a  solution  of 
sulphate  of  ammonia,  there  is  no  fear  of  any  of  the  sulphate  of  qui- 
nia being  left  in  the  mother-li({uor  if  the  saturation  with  ammonia 
is  sufficiently  complete.  To  piuve  this  experimentally,  take  a  small 
quantity  of  sulphate  of  quinia,  shake  it  up  in  a  test-tube  three  parts 
filled  with  cold  distilled  water,  filter  and  add  to  the  filtrate  a  few  crys- 

*  It  is  preferable  to  dry  at  100^,  and,  after  having  weighed,  to  add  the  12  per 
cent  of  water  lost  by  the  operation  ;  in  that  condition  it  contains  !■>  per  cent, 
quinia. 
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tals  of  sulphate  of  ammonia.  After  a  few  minutes  the  liquid  will 
become  a  pastj  mass :  this  is  filtered,  and  not  a  trace  of  sulphate  of 
quinia  is  found  in  the  filtrate. — Cliem.  Neivs,  Nov.  S,from  Bull.  Soc. 
OJiim.,  Paris. 


COCHINEAL  PRODUCTION  IN  CENTRAL  AMERICA*. 
The  insect  is  preserved  during  the  winter  upon  branches  cut  oflf  from 
the  cactus,  and  ranged  in  long,  narrow  buildings,  called  almacenes, 
-erected  for  the  purpose.  The  roof  of  these  buildings  is  from  a  yard 
to  a  yard  and  a-half  wide,  and  for  the  first  six  weeks  the  front,  which 
is  open,  is  covered  with  a  screen  made  of  cotton  cloth,  to  protect  the 
joung  insect  from  a  sort  of  fly  that  lays  an  egg  among  tiiem,  which 
in  a  few  days  turns  into  a  caterpillar,  and  does  a  great  deal  of  mis- 
chief, devouring  a  large  quantity  of  the  young  animals  ;  after  that 
period  they  are  left  open  to  the  sun  and  air.  It  is  so  arranged  that 
the  insects  begin  to  breed  in  the  beginning  of  October,  about  which 
time  the  rains  cease  in  Amatitlan,  though  somewhat  later  in  the  vi- 
■cinity  and  most  other  parts  of  the  State.  The  insect  is  carefully  re- 
moved from  the  cactus  as  soon  as  it  begins  to  deposit  its  young,  and 
put  into  small,  square  pieces  of  muslin,  calico,  or  the  bark  of  a  de- 
scription of  palm-tree,  the  latter  being  cheaper  and  much  more  pre- 
ferable for  the  month  of  October,  as  it  does  not  fall  together  when 
damp,  like  a  cotton  fabric.  The  four  corners  are  pinned  together 
with  the  thorn  of  a  bush  (a  species  of  Mimoaa),  which  is  very  abun- 
dant in  the  neighborhood.  After  about  a  hundred  of  the  insects  have 
been  put  in,  one  of  these  packets,  called  by  the  natives  cartuchc,  is 
attached  to  each  leaf  or  two,  or  one  to  each  side  between  two  leaves, 
which  latter  method  is  generally  preferred.  If  the  weather  is  fine 
and  warm,  the  insect  breeds  so  quickly,  that  in  a  few  hours  each  leaf 
•contains  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  small  insect,  when  the  bag  must 
be  removed  and  attached  to  another  leaf;  for  if  it  is  left  too  long,  the 
Jeaf  becomes  too  thickly  covered  with  young  insects,  which,  from  being 
80  numerous  cannot  obtain  nourishment,  and  never  attaining  the 
proper  size,  produce,  when  dried,  a  small  grained  and  very  inferior 
cochineal  cMed  (/ranilla,  which  is  not  worth  more  than  half  the  price 
of  the  proper  quality.  As  the  cactus  is  always  planted  in  rows  of  a 
certain  length,  it  is  usual  to  cover  at  one  time  the  leaves  of  one 
or    more    rows    with    the   bags    containing   the   mother    insect,   and 

*  Abridged  from  the  Journal  of  Applied  Science. 
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I  they  are  sufficiently  covered  with  the  young  animal,  called 
'jillia,  to  remove  and  attach  them  to  other  rows  of  cactus.  This 
nay  be  done  once  every  day,  if  the  weather  is  fine  ;  but  if  it  is  windy 
and  cold,  they  have  often  to  remain  three  or  four  days  without  mov- 
ing, for  the  wind  blows  away  the  insects  as  they  creep  out  of  the  bag, 
and  prevents  them  from  attaching  themselves  to  the  leaves.  The 
insect  does  not  breed  so  fast  if  the  weather  is  chilly,  and  a  large  por- 
tion is  often  killed  on  the  leaves  ;  even  a  heavy  dew  will  destroy 
:nany  at  the  first  stage.  In  the  October  seeding  in  Amatitlan,  when 
it  is  never  required  to  load  the  plant,  the  weather  being  fine,  and  the 
mother  cochineal  in  a  thriving  state,  the  bags  may  often  be  shifted 
ten  or  twelve  times  before  it  has  done  breeding;  but  if  the  weather 
be  at  ail  unfavorable,  or  the  mother  cochineal  in  a  sickly  state,  or  too 
soon  or  too  late  gathered,  it  cannot  be  shifted  nearly  so  often. 

When  the  mother  cochineal  has  done  breeding,  or  Avhen  the  young 
insect  begins  to  be  sickly  and  of  a  dark  red  color,  the  bags  are  taken 
off,  and  their  contents  shaken  out  and  dried  in  the  sun  ;  and  when 
sifted,  they  form  what  is  denominated  in  the  country  zaccatilla,  and 
in  England  "  black  cochineal,"  which  always  fetches  a  higher  price 
than  the  silver  cochineal,  the  name  given  to  it  when  the  insect  is  dried 
before  commencing  to  breed.  Durino;  the  first  stance  of  its  o;rowth,  as 
already  remarked,  the  young  insect  is  very  easily  injured  ;  but  when 
about  ten  days  old,  it  is  not  nearly  so  easily  destroyed.  Still,  as 
lieavy  showers  of  rain  sometimes  occur  in  October,  it  is  nothing  rare 
for  the  cochineal  grower  to  find  nearly  all  his  labor  and  outlay  lost, 
and  a  great  part  of  his  crop  destroyed  in  a  few  minutes;  but  when 
such  misfortunes  occur,  all  the  growers  suffer  nearly  equally,  conse- 
quently the  price  is  enhanced,  and  the  loss  is  in  some  degree  compen- 
sated by  the  increased  value  of  Avhat  remains.  In  Amatitlan,  such 
accidents  only  occur  to  the  fir.st  crop,  seeded  in  October,  the  greater 
part  of  the  produce  of  which  is  always  used  for  seeding  the  cochineal 
estates  in  old  Guatemala  in  the  month  of  January,  and,  when  the 
■crop  is  not  large,  fetches  a  much  higher  price  than  it  would  be  worth 
if  dried  for  exportation.  In  about  twenty  days  after  the  young  in- 
sect has  attached  itself  to  the  leaf,  it  changes  its  skin,  which  is  called 
the  first  muda  (change  or  transformation)  ;  and  in  about  a  month 
more  it  again  undergoes  the  same  process,  at  each  of  which  periods 
it  slightl}'  shifts  its  position  on  the  leaf.  At  the  time  of  the  second 
change  the  male   makes  its    appearance  in  the  shape  of  a  very  small 
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fly,  but  how  it  is  produced  is,  strange  to  say,  not  quite  determined^ 
All  the  natives,  and  even  the  foreigners,  in  (.luutemala,  who  state 
that  they  have  made  experiments  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  it^ 
assert  that  it  is  produced  by  the  female  at  the  second  change — that  is 
to  say,  about  the  middle  of  its  growth  ;  but  this  would  appear  quite 
impo:»sible  from  all  data  in  natural  history, 

I  had  not  Ici.^urc  to  make  proper  experiments,  but  an  intelligent 
North  American  gentleman,  a  doctor  by  profession,  who  had  done  so, 
inforraeil  me,  that  previously  to,  and  stnne  time  after  the  second  trans- 
formation or  casting  of  its  skin,  the  male  and  female  insects  are  nearly 
equal  in  number,  and  cannot  be  distinguished  on  the  leaf;  but,  that 
about  fifteen  days  after  the  first  transformation,  all  the  male  grubs- 
change  into  chrysalids,  interring  themselves  in  a  downy  covering,  and 
weaving  a  small  thread,  let  go  their  hold  of  the  leaf,  and  hang  by  it 
for  about  fifteen  days  more,  when  the  female  is  in  the  second  change. 
About  this  time  the  chrysalis  hatches,  and  the  male  makes  it  appear- 
ance as  stated  ;  and  almost  immediately  after  impregnating  the  fe- 
male, falls  off  the  leaf  and  dies.  "Wiien  the  smallest  quantity  of  rain 
occurs  about  this  period,  the  males  are  washed  off  before  tlie  females 
are  impregnated,  and  the  insect  is  barren. 

In  from  eighty  to  ninety  days,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
weather,  the  cochineal  insect  attains  its  full  growth  in  Amatitlan, 
and  commences  to  breed.  It  is  then  left  upon  the  leaf  long  enough 
to  produce  a  sufficient  quantity  of  young  insects  for  the  second  crop^ 
which  attach  themselves  to  the  same  leaves,  and  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  first ;  and  the  full-grown  insect  is  removed  by  touching  it  witb 
a  small  piece  of  cane,  and  offered  for  sale  in  flat  baskets,  each  con- 
taining about  twelve,  pounds  weight  of  the  insect.  The  greater  part 
of  the  crop  is  sent,  as  before  stated,  to  Old  Guatemala  for  the  purpose 
of  seeding  the  cochineal  estates  there.  Thih  process  is  nearly  iden- 
tical with  that  of  the  October  seeding,  in  Amatitlan,  already  de- 
scribed, only  that  a  larger  quantity  of  the  insects  are  allowed  to  at- 
tach themselves  to  the  leaves  ;  and  some  parties  attach  the  mother 
cochineal  in  small  pieces  of  reed  instead  of  bark  or  cloth. 

In  Old  Guatemala  all  the  cochineal  estates  are  seeded  but  once  iu 
the  year,  from  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  January  to  the  middle 
of  February  ;  but  as  the  climate  there  is  considerably  colder  than  in 
Amatitlan,  the  insect  does  not  obtain  its  full  size,  so  as  to  be  fit  for- 
gathering, in  less  than  a  hundred  days  after  it  has  attached   itself  to 
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the  plant  ;  and  as  the  rainy  season  often  commences  in  the  beginning 
of  May,  a  great  part  of  the  crop  is  frequently  lost  by  being  washed 
off  by  the  rains  before  it  is  fit  for  gathering.  In  Amatitlan  tlie  sec- 
ond crop  is  ready  for  getting  in  eighty  days  after  the  first  has  been 
gathered,  and  is  therefore  alwaj'-s  got  in  before  the  rains  commence, 
which  certainly  gives  it  great  advantages  over  Old  Guatemala  ;  but 
the  second  crop  is  always  much  smaller  grained  and  worth  considera- 
bly less  than  the  first.  Labor  is  also  much  dearer  in  Amatitlan 
than  Old  Guatemala,  and  an  estate  of  equal  extent  costs  at  least  twice 
as  much  to  keep  it  in  order — the  wages  in  the  former  place  being  2| 
to  3  reals  (equal  to  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  Gd.)  per  day,  and  in  the  latter,  1| 
reals  (equal  to  9d).  Beside  this,  the  cactus  and  gochineal  insect  have 
a  number  of  enemies  in  Amatitlan  which  do  not  exist  in  Old  Guate- 
mala. The  principal  injury  to  the  former  is  sustained  from  a  species 
of  large  ant,  called  senpope,  which  eats  all  the  young  shoots  of  the 
cactus,  so  as  to  prevent  its  increasing.  The  nests  of  this  insect  are 
very  large,  and  sometimes  extend  to  a  depth  of  twenty  feet  in  the 
ground,  along  which  they  run  for  some  fifteen  or  twenty  yards,  and 
the  insects  are  often  so  numerous,  that  if  let  alone  they  will  entirely 
destroy  a  cochineal  estate.  Tlie  natives  have  no  means  of  destroying 
them,  except  digging  them  out  of  the  ground;  and  thoagli  I  discovered 
a  means  of  poisoning  them  by  pouring  into  their  holes  water  in 
which  a  small  quantity  of  corrosive  sublimate  had  been  dissolved,  I 
do  not  suppose  that  the  discovery  Avill  generally  be  made  use  of  by 
the  inhabitants,  who  are  tDo  stupid  and  ignorant  to  understand  any- 
thing not  palpable  to  the  eye. 

The  principal  enemies  of  the  cochineal  insect  are  three  sorts  of  cat- 
erpillars, called  by  the  natives  "gusanos"  (worms);  the  most  common 
resembles  an  ordinary  caterpillar,  and  is  produced  from  the  egg  of  a 
small  fly,  in  shape  like  a  wasp,  but  without  a  sting.  These  are  some- 
times so  numerous  that  two  or  three  may  be  seen  on  each  leaf  of  the 
cactus,  and  if  not  speedily  taken  off,  will,  in  a  month — the  period  of 
their  existence — eat  up  nearly  all  the  cochineal  insects.  Another 
sort  spin  a  web,  with  which  thoy  entangle  the  insect  and  destroy  it ; 
and  the  third,  called  "  anguilla"  (the  eel),  which  is  by  far  the  most 
destructive,  moves  over  the  leaf  like  an  earthworm,  eating  all  the  in- 
sects, when  small,  with  surprising  rapidity,  and  transferring  itself  to 
another  leaf,  proceeds  as  before.  Luckily  this  last  mentioned  speciea 
only  makes  its  appearance  in  somo  years,  and  is  never  nearly  so  nu- 
merous as  the  first  named.     No  means   have  yet  been  found  of  de- 
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stroyiug  these  caterpillars,  exce})t  employing  people  to  pick  them  off, 
which  is  done  at  so  much  for  every  twenty  grubs,  according  to  their 
abundance  or  scarcity,  the  price  being  seldom  under  what  is  equiva- 
lent to  a  half-penny  for  each  twenty,  or  above  one  penny  for  that 
number.  Still,  when  the  grubs  are  very  nunurous,  it  is  sometimes 
nece>sary  to  abandon  the  erop  of  cochineal,  which  is  not  worth  the 
expense  of  picking  uft'  the  caterpillars  ;  this  of  course  is,  however,  a 
rare  occurrence,  and  never  Icippens  to  the  wh >Ie  of  an  estate  of  any 
size. 

With  all  its  objections  e.i.'cliincal  growing  has  ceitainly  been  more 
profitable  in  Araatitlan  than  in  Old  (luatemala,  or  any  other  place 
yet  discovered.  Nearly  all  the  cultivators  in  Amatitlan  are  well  off^ 
and  many  who  were  withi»ut  means  a  few  years  ago,  are  now  rich  for 
Central  America,  having  a  fortune  of  from  10,000  to  30,000  dollars; 
while  nearly  all  who  have  attempted  the  cultivation  in  Old  Guatemala 
have  been  ruined,  and  very  lew  have  realized  any  money.  Still  the 
supposed  fatality  of  the  climate  of  Amatitlan  has  so  great  an  effect 
as  not  only  to  raise  enormously  the  price  which  must  be  paid  to  the 
workpeople  to  induce  them  to  do  the  necessary  labor,  but  keeps  the 
value  of  cochineal  estates  rather  lower  than  in  Old  Guatemala. 

The  second  crop  of  cochineal  is  fit  for  gathering  in  Amatitlan  from 
the  end  of  March  to  the  -Olh  of  April;  and  the  crop  in  Old  Guate- 
mala from  the  middle  of  Ajail  till  the  10th  or  2'^th  of  May,  accord- 
ing to  the  season.  Nearly  the  whole  of  both  these  crops  are  dried 
and  cleaned  for  exportation  to  Europe,  of  which  they  are  the  princi- 
pal source  of  supply.  But  a  ^;mall  number  of  insects  are  preserved, 
and  being  put  into  small  bags,  similar  to  those  before  described,  are 
attached  to  leaves  carefully  ranged  upon  shelves  under  the  long  nar- 
row buildings,  called  ahnaccncs,  the  leaves  being  seeded  in  a  similar 
manner  to  the  growing  plants.  The  insects  attain  their  full  size  and 
commence  to  breed  again  in  about  ninety  days,  which  brings  it  to  the 
month  of  July,  when  those  so  reared  are  githored  and  attached  in  the 
same  manner  to  fresh  leaves  of  the  cactus,  ranged  under  cover  as  be- 
fore ;  this  crop  is  again  ready  for  gathering  in  the  month  of  October, 
wlien  the  rains  cease  in  Amatitlan,  and  is  sold  for  seeding  the  cochi- 
neal estates.  The  price  being  regulated  by  the  supply,  as  compared 
with  the  demand,  is  but  little  ailected  by  the  value  of  dry  cochineal ; 
tlie  live  insect  being  always  then  worth  at  least  three  or  four  times  its 
value  in  the  months  of  April  or  May,  when  it  is  dried  for  exportation. 
A  good  cochineal  estate  requires,  in  the  month  of  October,  from  100 
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to  140  pounds  of  the  live  mother  insect  to  seed  each  mammna  of  100 
Spanish  or  89^  English  yards  snuare,  and  each  pound  of  the  insect 
so  used  onr;hr,  if  the  weather  he  good  and  all  circumstances  favorable, 
to  produce  8  lbs.  in  the  crop  time.  The  January  seeding  in  Old  Gua- 
temala being  much  heavier,  as  only  one  crop  is  there  taken,  frona  150 
to  170  lbs.  are  generally  used  to  seed  each  mansaiin.  In  Amatitlan^ 
the  first  crop  collected  in  January  generally  yields  from  800  to  1,200 
lbs.  of  the  live  insect  from  each  mansana  of  cactus  in  a  really  good 
«;statf,  which  is  Mild  at  from  11  to  8  reals  (Is.  3d.,  to  4s.  sterling)  a 
pound,  according  to  the  demand  and  the  abundance  of  the  crop,  &c., 
but  the  first  crop  is,  one  year  with  another,  calculated  to  pay  all  the 
expenses  of  weeding  and  managing  the  estate,  and  the  cost  of  the 
seed  cochineal  insect  and  labor  of  seeding  it,  &c.  'JMie  second  crop 
is  alway.s  dried,  and  each  manmna  will  yield  from  1,800  to  2.700  lbs. 
of  the  insect  and  from  000  to  900  lbs.  of  dry  cochineal,  which  is  con- 
sidered to  be  the  net  profit  of  the  cultivation. 

In  Old  Guatemala,  each  mansana  ought  to  give  3,150  to  4,050  lbs. 
of  the  live  insect,  and  1,050  to  1,350  lbs  of  dry  cochineal  ;  three 
pounds  of  the  live  insect  yielding  as  ncaily  as  possible  one  of  dry 
cochineal. 

The  cost  of  production  in  Old  (Juatemala  one  year  with  another, 
allowing  for  the  current  losses  from  rain,  &c.,  is  rated  at  4  reals  (or 
2s.  sterling)  per  pound.  The  cochineal  insect,  when  not  intended  for 
breeding,  is,  as  soon  as  gathered,  spread  out  very  thin  upon  flat  shal- 
low trays  made  of  cane  and  covered  with  cotton  cloth,  and  put  into 
stoves  constructed  on  purpose,  each  capable  of  containing  from  100 
to  200  ba.>-kets,  and  either  heated  by  burning  charcoal  put  into  large 
clay  vessels  made  on  purpose,  or  by  a  small  brick  flue  into  which  wood 
can  be  put  and  lighted  from  the  outside  (the  former  method  is  the 
most  costly  and  tedious,  but  gives  the  finest  colored  cochineal).  When 
completely  dry  it  is  sifted,  cleaned  and  packed  in  bales  covered  with 
an  untanned  ox-hide,  containing  150  lbs.,  in  which  state  it  is  sent  to 
Europe  for  sale.  During  the  wet  season  a  cochineal  estate  requires 
almost  constant  attention  in  cleaning  and  keeping  down  the  weeds, 
and  this  must  be  done  at  least  five  times  in  the  year  in  Amatitlan,  or 
the  cactus  will  be  injured  ;  though  in  Old  Guatemala  not  more  than 
two  or  three  cleanings  are  given.  The  cactus  must  also  be  pruned 
at  least  twice  in  the  year,  once  at  the  commencement  of  the  rearing 
season  in  May,  to  make  it  sprout  strongly,  and  again  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the   dry  season  in  October,  when  it  is  necessary  to  re- 
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move  the  long  shoots,  which  would  hy  their  weight  hreak  down  the 
cactus,  and  to  trim  the  plants  so  as  to  give  them  an  equal  weight  and 
form. 
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77ie  International  Exposition  at  Vienna,  Austria,  which  will  take  place  da- 
ring the  coming  summer,  is  attracting  considerable  attention  throughout  the 
United  States.  The  following,  which  we  copy  from  the  "Journal  of  Applied 
Chemistry,"  has  special  reference  to  that  group  which  will  contain  the  crude 
articles  and  manufactured  products  of  the  drug  business,  and  which,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  not  lack  in  variety  and  completeness  : 

At  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  New  York,  convened  upon  invitation  of  General 
Thos.  B.  Van  Huien,  United  Stales  Commissioner,  to  devise  measures  to  pro- 
mote the  objects  of  the  approaching  Exhibition  at  Vienna  in  IHTH.  it  was 
resolved  to  apjjoint  an  Advisori/  Committee,  to  consist  of  one  nu-mhcr  for  each 
group,  upon  whom  should  devolve  the  duty  of  arousing  public  attention  to 
the  ifnportance  of  securing  a  creditable  representation  of  the  resources  and 
products  of  the  United  States  in  Austria. 

The  undersifjned.  having  been  requested  to  take  charge  of  the  Department  of 
Chemical  Industry,  begs  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  all  per.sons  interested  in 
the  subject  to  the  classification  of  the  Austrian  Commissioners  piven  below, 
and  to  solicit  specimens  for  transmission  to  Vienna,  in  tlie  event  of  an  appro- 
priation being  made  by  Congress  to  pay  the  expenses  of  transportation. 

CLASSIFICATICV  OF  THE  I.Ml'KRIAL  COM.MISSIONERS, — GROUP  3, — CIIKMK^AL  INDUSfRY. 

(a)  Chemical  products  for  technical  and  pharmaceutical  purposes — acids, 
salts,  chemical  ])reparations  of  all  sorts. 

(b)  Raw  substances  and  products  of  pharmacy,  mineral  waters.  &c. 

(c)  Fats  and  their  products — stearin,  oil  acids,  glycerin,  soaps,  candles  and 
tapers.  <S:c. 

(</)  Products  of  dry  distillation,  as  refined  petroleum,  slate  oil,  paraffin, 
phenylic  acid,  bcnzin,  anilin,  &.c. 

(e)  Ktherial  oils  and  perfumeries. 

(/)  Matches,  &c. 

(g)  Dyestuffs,  mineral  and  organic. 

(h)  Resins  (washed,  dyed  or  bleached),  sealing  wax,  varnish,  albumen,  isin- 
glass, glue,  starches,  dextrin,  &c. 

{/)  Contrivances  and  processes  used  in  chemical  productions. 

(k)  Statistics  of  production. 

Application  for  permission  to  exhibit,  inclosing  statistics  of  production,  should 
be  addressed  to  (General  Thos.  H.  Van  Burcn,  United  Slates  Commissioner, 
No.  51  Chambers  street.  New  York,  or  to  Charles  F.  Chandler,  Ph.  I).,  Chair- 
man of  Group  3,  Advisory  Committe,  School  of  Mines,  Columbia  College,  For- 
ty ninth  street,  corner  Fourth  avenue,  New  York. 

The  following  gentlemen  will  be  consulted  upon  questions  relating  to  Chemical 
Industry. 

Dr.  M.  Alsberg,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  tProf.  James  ('.  Hooth,  I'hiladelphia,  Pa. 

Prof.  J.  H.  Appleton,  Providence,  R.  I.  C.  Elton  Buck,  Esq  ,  Wilmington,  Del. 
Prof.  (ico.  F.  Barker,  New  Haven,  Ct.  Prof.  G.  C.  Caldwell, Ph.D., Ithaca, N.Y. 
William  T.  Blodgett,  Esq.,  New  York.|prof.  W.  H.  Chandler,  Bethlehem,  Pa. 
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Prof.  Albert  H.  Chester,  E.M.,  Cliaton,|Jas.  F.  Majree,  Esq.,  Fliiladelphia,  Pa. 

N.  Y.  IProf.  Jn».  M.  iVlaisch,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Bela  P.  Clapp,  Esq.,  Pawtiicket,  R.  I.  Prof.  John    W.  Mallett,  University  of 
Peter  Cooper,  Esq.,  New  York.  j     Virginia,  Va. 

Prof.  R.  Ogden  Doremus,  New  York.     Joshua  Merrill,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Prof.   Silas   H.  Douglass,   Ann  Arbor,  R.  G.  Mitchell,  Esq..  New  York. 

Mich.  :Dr.  James  R   Nichols,  )*oston,  Mass. 

Samuel  Downer,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass.     Prof.  John  M.  Ordway,  Boston,  Mass. 
Prof  John  C.  Draper,  New  York.  'C.  C   Parsons,  Esq..  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

AViliiani  Duryea,  Esq.,  New  York.  III.  Pemberton,  Esq.,  Natrona,  Pa. 

Edward     P.'Eastwick,    Esq.,    Boston  Charles  Pfeizer.  Esq.,  New  York. 

Mass.  Prof.  W.  B.  Rising.  Oakland,  Cal. 

Prof.  A.  E.  Foote,  Ames.  Iowa.  Carl.  II.  Schultz,  Esq  ,  New  York. 

Prof.  F.  A.  Genth,  Phihidelphia.  i'rof.  Paul  Schweitzer.  Columbia,  Mo. 

G.  W    Gesner,  Esq.,  New  York.  Prof.  Chas.  A.  Seely,  New  York. 

Prof.  Wolcott  Gibbs,  Cambridge,  Mass    i'rof.  B.  Silliiuan,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Prof.  C.  A.  Goessman.  Amherst,  Mass.  Prof  J.  Lawrence  Smith.  Louisville, Ky. 
Wm.   M.  nabirshaw,  Esq.,  New  York.  Dr.  Edward  R.  Squibb,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
James  L.  Harway,  Esq.,  New  York.       Prof.  F.  H-  Storer,  Roxbury,  Mass. 
S.  Dana  Hayes.  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass.       B.Tilghman,  Esq.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Prof.  B.  S.  Hedrick,  Washington,  D.CProf.  S.  D.  Tillman,  New  York. 
Prof.   Eugene  W.  Hilgard,  Ph.D.,  0.\-  Dr.  John  Torrey,  New  York. 

ford,  Miss.  John  Tracy,  Jr..  Esq.,  New  York. 

Joseph  Hirsh,  Esq.,  Chicago,  111.  David  K.  Tuttle,  Ph.D..  Baltimore,  Md. 

Charles  W,  Hull,  Esq..  New  York.         ,Dr.  Isidor  Walz,  New  York. 
Prof.  S.  \V.  Johnson,  New  Haven,  Ct.    Prof.  Cyrus  M.  Warren,  Boston,  Mass. 
Prof.  Charles  A.  Joy,  New  York.  William     Weightman,    Esq.,    Philadel- 

Martin    Kalbfleisch,    Esq  ,    Brooklyn,      phia.  Pa. 

N.  Y.  Prof  T.  G.  Wormley,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

M.  Lacour,  Esq.,  New  York.  Prof.  Henry  Wurz,  New  York. 


The  International  Exposition  at  Philadelphia  in  1876. — The  United  States 
Centennial  Commission  has  issued  the  following  address  relating  to  the  contem- 
plated international  exposition  : 

To  the  People  of  the  United  States: — The  Congress  of  the  United  States  has 
enacted  that  the  completion  of  the  One  Hundredth  Year  of  American  Inde- 
pendence shall  be  celebrated  by  an  International  Exhibition  of  the  Arts,  Manu- 
factures and  Products  of  the  soil  and  mine,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  in  1876, 
and  has  appointed  a  Commission,  consisting  of  representatives  from  each  State 
and  Territory,  to  conduct  the  celebration. 

Originating  under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Legislature,  controlled  by  a 
National  Commission,  and  designed  as  it  is  to  "Commemorate  the  first  Cen- 
tury of  our  existence,  by  an  Exhibition  of  the  Natural  resources  of  the  Country 
and  their  development,  and  of  our  progress  in  those  Arts  which  benefit  man- 
kind, in  comparison  with  those  of  older  Nations,"  it  is  to  the  people  at  large 
that  the  Commission  look  for  the  aid  which  is  necessary  to  make  the  Centennial 
Celebration  the  grandest  anniversary  the  world  has  ever  seen. 

That  the  completion  of  the  first  cen'nry  of  our  existence  should  be  marked  by 
some  imposing  demonstration  is,  we  believe,  the  patriotic  wish  of  the  people  of 
the  whole  country.  The  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  wisely  decided  that 
the  Birth-day  of  the  GreU  Republic  can  be  most  fittingly  celebrated  by  the 
universal  collection  and  display  of  all  the  trophies  of  its  progress.  It  is  designed 
to  bring  together,  within  a  building  covering  fifty  acres,  not  only  the  varied 
productions  of  our  mines  and  of  the  soil,  bat  types  of  all  tlie  intellectual  tri- 
umphs of  our  citizens,  specimens  of  everything  that  America  can  furnish,  whe- 
ther from  the  brains  or  the  hands  of  h^r  children,  and  thus  make  evident  to  the 
world  the  advancement  of  which  a  self-governed  ])eople  is  capable. 

In  this  "Celebration"  all  nations  will  be  invited  to  participate  ;  its  character 
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beinc- Intornationiil  Europe  will  display  her  arts  aiiJ  mumifactures,  India  lier 
curious  fuhrics.  while  iiowly  opciu'd  C'liina  and  Japan  will  lay  bare  tlii'  treasures 
which  for  centuries  their  ingenious  people  have  been  perfecting.  Kacli  land 
will  compete  in  prenerous  rivalry  for  the  palm  of  superior  excellence. 

To  thii*  f^rand  };:atheriii!;  erery  zone  will  contribute  its  fruits  and  cereals.  No 
mineral  shall  be  wanlin;;;  for  what  the  Ka«!t  lacks  the  West  will  supply.  Un- 
der one  roof  will  the  South  display  in  rich  lu.xuriance  her  jrrowing;  cotton,  and 
the  North,  in  miniature,  the  ceasel"ss  machinery  of  her  mills,  converting;  that 
cotton  into  cloth.  Kacli  section  of  the  gh)be  will  send  its  best  olTerinps  to  this 
exhibition,  and  each  .State  of  the  Union,  as  a  member  of  one  united  body  poli- 
tic, will  show  to  her  sister  States  and  to  the  world  how  much  she  can  add  to 
the  greatness  of  the  nation  of  which  she  is  a  harmonious  part. 

To  make  the  (^'entennial  Celebration  .«;uch  a  success  us  the  patriotism  and 
the  pride  of  every  American  demands  will  require  the  co-operation  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  whole  country.  The  United  Stales  Centennial  Commission  has 
received  no  (Jovernment  aid,  such  as  England  extended  to  her  World's  Fair, 
and  France  to  her  Universal  Exposition,  yet  the  labor  and  responsibility  im- 
posed upon  the  Commission  is  as  great  as  in  either  of  those  undertakings.  It 
is  estimated  that  ten  millions  of  dollars  will  be  required,  and  this  sum  Congress 
has  provided  shall  be  raised  by  stuck  subscription,  and  that  the  people  shall 
have  the  opportunity  of  subscribing  in  proportion  to  the  population  of  their 
respective  States  and  'I'erritorics. 

The  Commission  looks  to  tliu  unfailing  patriotism  of  the  ])eopIe  of  every  sec- 
tion, to  see  that  each  contributes  its  share  to  the  expenses,  and  receives  its 
share  of  the  benefits  of  an  enterprise  in  which  all  are  so  deeply  interested.  It 
would  further  earnestly  urge  the  formation  in  each  State  and  Territory  of  a 
centennial  organization,  which  shall  in  time  see  that  county  associations  are 
formed,  so  that  when  the  nations  are  gathered  together  in  1876  each  Common- 
wealth can  view  with  pride  the  contributions  she  has  made  to  the  national 
glory. 

Confidently  relying  on  the  zeal  and  patriotism  ever  displayed  by  our  people 
in  every  national  undertaking,  we  pledge  and.  prophecy  that  the  Centennial 
Celebration  will  worthily  show  how  greatness,  wealth  and  intelligence  can  be 
fostered  by  such  institutions  as  those  which  have  for  one  hundred  years  blessed 
the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Joseph  R.  IT awi.ev,  President, 

Lewis  Wai.x  Smith,  Tuvxporary  Secretary. 


The  Ferris  Bringhurst  Memorial  Fountain. — The  following,  which  we  clip 
from  the  '•  Delaware  Tribune,"  bears  testimony  that  the  unfortunate  Ferris 
Bringhurst  was  as  highly  appreciated  in  his  native  city.  Wilmington,  as  he  was 
respected  and  beloved  by  a  large  circle  of  American  pharmacists  : 

In  memory  of  and  respect  for  the  late  Ferri.s  Bringhurst,  who,  when  living, 
was  always  a  leading  and  unprclciitious  spirit  in  some  philanthropic  work, 
principal  among  which  was  the  Wilmington  Fountain  Society,  a  drinking  foun- 
tain of  beautiful  design  has  been  erected  at  the  inlerseciion  of  Delaware  and 
Pennsylvania  avenues. 

The  work  of  erection  and  finishing  was  completed  November  l.")1li.  The 
base  is  of  American  gray  granite,  five  feet  high,  while  the  column  or  shaft, 
eleven  leet  high,  is  of  Aberdeen  red  granite,  of  Scotland,  similar  to  that  of  winch 
the  Egyjitian  Obelisks  were  made,  and  said  to  be  as  dr.rable,  and  will  retain  the 
briglit  polish  for  centuries. 

The  capitol  is  of  gray  granite,  while  the  lieautiful  urn  on  the  top  is  of  red 
Aberdeen  granite.  On  the  cast  side  of  the  base  is  the  following  inscrii)tion  : 
'•To  the  memory  of  Ferris  Hringliurst,  First  President  of  the  Wilmington 
Fountain  Society."  Another  appropriate  inscription,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
base,  is:  ''  Kindness  to  (jod's  Creatures  is  a  Service  Acceptable  to  llim.'' 
The  work  has  been  done  entirely  by  private  subscription  with  the  exception 
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of  a  donation  of  •'^'■■2.''0  voluntarily  made  by  CUty  Council,  tlip  lot  being  presented 
by  Mr.  J.  Taylor  Gause,  and  tlie  city  <rranting  a  free  use  of  the  water,  'fhe 
fountain  complete  was  made  by  Strut liers  and  Sons,  of  Pliiladeliihia.  at  a  cost 
of  about  S-000.  The  enclosure  is  yet  to  be  neatly  paved,  and  will  have  a  neat 
iron  railing  of  a  light  pattern  when  finished. 

The  work  is  an  approi)riate  memorial  of  one  whose  works,  were  so  charital)le 
and  benevolent,  and  at  the  same  time  so  disinterested  and  unassuming. 


Iljiirmncewtical  (LzWt^t^  an^  gs^ffdntions. 

TuE  Cof.t.KfiEs  OF  Pu.\.RMAov  in  the  United  States  have  larger  classes  during 
the  present  session  than  ever  before.  The  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy 
has  within  the  last  seven  years  more  than  doubled  the  number  of  its  studentsi 
and  all  other  Colleges  show  similar  marks  of  prosperity — a  sure  sign  that  the 
value  of  the  scientific  education  of  pharmacisTs  is  I>cing  more  appreciateil  now 
than  heretofore. 

The  Nkw  York  College  of  Pharmacy  have  arranged  monthly  conversa- 
tional lectures,  which  will  be  delivered  by  Mr.  P.  Balluff,  Dr.  E.  R.  Squibb  and 
Professors  Day  and  Chandler. 


The  Louisville  College  of  Piiarmacv  has  received  a  donation  to  its  cabinet 
from  Messrc  R.  Sachsse  &  Co.,  Leipzig,  (jcrraany,  of  19  specimens  of  fine  es- 
sential oils.  The  Board  of  Trustees,  at  their  meeting  of  Dec.  IGth,  instructed 
the  Corresponding  Secretary,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  to  tender,  through  the 
*'  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,"  their  cordial  thanks  to  the  said  firm  for  it.s 
valued  gift.  Wm.  G.  Schmidt,  Corresponding  Sec'ri/. 

The  Facultv  of  the  Califorxia  Collece  of  Pharmacy  has  been  constituted 
as  follows:  Max  Tschirner.  professor  of  Chemistry;  Wm.  T.  Wenzell,  profes- 
sor of  Pharmacy  ;  Wm.  Searby,  professor  of  Materia  Medica,  and  E.  H.  Behr, 
M.  D.,  professor  of  Botany. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  held  a  pharmaceutical 
meeting  Dec.  4th,  Mr.  A.  F.  Haselden  presiding. 

Professor  Bkntlet  drew  the  attention  of  the  meeting  to  a  section  of  the 
baobab-tree,  which  had  been  forwarded  to  the  Society  by  Mr,  Baynes,  who  was 
formerly  the  artist  of  the  Livingstone  e.xpedition.  Mr.  Baynes  stated  that  the 
bark  was  used  as  a  substitute  for  quinia.  In  most  manuals  treating  of  the 
properties  and  uses  of  plants,  the  bark  of  the  baobab-tree  was  reputed  to  be 
used  medicinally,  and  as  an  authentication  of  that,  Mr.  Baynes'  contribution 
was  of  value. 

Dr.  Paul  asked  the  attention  of  the  meeting  to  a  table  which  had  been  for- 
warded by  Mr.  Ekin,  of  Bath,  in  which  the  nutritive  values  of  various  articles  of 
food  were  represented  on  the  basis  of  the  respective  percentage  of  carbon  and 
nitrogen.  This  mode  of  valuation  was  somewhat  hypothetical,  but  it  afl'orded  a 
fair  ground  of  comparison  between  different  articles  of  food  within  certain  lim- 
itations. The  table  was  constructed  in  such  a  way  as  to  show  these  comparative 
values  graphically.  Though  the  use  of  graphic  formul.e  in  chemistry  were  not 
to  be  recommended  or  regarded  as  very  serviceable,  he  thought  that  in  a  case 
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like  the  preseut,  aud  within  certain  limits,  a  table  of  that  kind  with  the  graphic 
uiethod  of  representing  fact  might  be  of  use. 

Professor  Kf.dwood  called  attention  to  an  apparatus  wliiih  bad  been  jilaced 
ill  the  room  for  the  inspection  of  the  members.  It  was  a  furm  of  apparatus 
which  was  very  generally  used  by  pharmacists  in  Germany,  and  had  at  his  sug- 
gestion been  imported  by  Messrs.  Zimmermana  &  Co.,  of  the  City.  The  appa- 
ratus provided  in  a  small  compass  means  for  conducting  the  various  pharma- 
ceutical operations  of  boiling,  distilling,  infusing,  digesting,  etc. 

Mr.  Cooper  exhibited  a  specimen  of  effervescing  lozenges,  which,  he  said,  he 
had  been  some  years  endeavoring  to  produce.  lie  was  in  hopes  that  by  meuns 
of  these  lozenges  certain  medicines  might  be  administered  in  a  more  pleasant 
way  than  by  the  present  methods. 

Professor  Redwood  remarked  tliat  Mr.  Cooper  seemed  to  have  made  an  im- 
portant step  in  the  direction  of  elegant  pharmacy. 

Mr.  ('ooi'En  added  that  if  these  lozt-nges  had  been  produced  twenty  years 
ago,  homoeopathy  would  not  have  held  its  own. 

Mr.  WooTTON  described  several  specimens  of  French  elegant  pharmacy^ 
which,  he  observed,  were  perhaps  not  very  important,  though  interesting  for 
the  excellent  manner  in  which  they  were  made.  Among  those  he  referred  es- 
pecially to  some  sulphovinate  of  soda  (prepared  as  described  in  the  Pharma- 
ceutical  Jvunal  of  last  Jane.)  There  was  also  on  the  table  a  drop  measure, 
which  he  said  was  the  neatest  thing  he  had  ever  seen,  and  was  mathematically 
correct.  The  section  of  the  tube  was  three  milligrams  in  diameter.  There  was 
also  a  table  showing  the  unmber  of  drops  to  the  gram  of  various  liquids,  vary- 
ing from  water  20  drops,  to  ether  98  drops  to  the  gram. 

Mr.  Wii>Li.\MS  said  that  within  the  last  two  months  considera!)le  demand  had 
arisen  for  croton  chloral  hydrate,  which,  although  not  a  new  thing,  having  been 
introduced  two  years  ago,  had  not  hitherto  been  much  used  in  medical  prac- 
tice in  this  country.  It  was  stated  to  be  of  great  value  in  nervous  diseases  af- 
fecting the  face.  It  was  made  by  passing  dry  chlorine  into  aldehyde,  but  the 
first  experiments  failed  ;  it  was  found  to  be  a  very  ditficult  body  to  manufac- 
ture, in  consequence  of  the  bad  quality  of  the  aldehyde.  That  prepared  by  the 
process  usually  given  was  a  very  im])ure  body,  and.  in  fact,  quite  unfit  for  the 
purpose  of  making  croton  chloral.  He  had,  therefore,  brought  a  specimen  of 
what  he  believed  to  be  nearly  pure  aldehyde,  a  thing  he  had  never  seen  before, 
and  of  which  he  thought  few  in  th-'  room  had  any  knowledge.  It  was  a  power- 
ful body,  and  probably  might  be  recommended  for  medicinal  use.  In  the  6r8t 
place,  it  had  great  affinity  for  oxygen.  If  a  stoppered  bottle  were  half  filled 
with  it  and  left  for  a  short  time,  the  stopper  would  be  held  so  tight  that  there 
would  be  a  difficulty  in  removing  it.  for  the  whole  of  the  oxygen  left  in  that 
portion  of  the  bottle  was  absorbed  l)y  the  aldehyde.  They  knew  very  well  that 
the  spirits  of  nitre  was  a  very  favorite  remedy.  The  Kdiiiljurgh  Pharmacopa-ia 
a  few  years  ago  ordered  spirits  of  nitre  to  be  made  with  nitrite  of  ethyl.  He 
believed  he  was  right  in  saying  that  that  preparation  did  not  give  satisfaction, 
and  was  not  looked  upon  as  a  good  medicinal  article.  An  opinion  had  been 
held  that  aldehyde  played  an  important  part  in  the  medicinal  action  of  spirits 
of  nitre.  Medical  men  could  now  determine  for  themselves  whether  aldehyde 
had  any  important  medicinal  action  or  not,  but  if  they  breathed  this  specimen,. 
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be  thought  thoj  would  agree  with  him  that  it  was  likely  to  be  a  very  potent  one 
indeed.  Speaking  theoretically,  he  thought  it  ought  to  prove  one  of  the  most 
powerful  anaesthetics  known.  The  croton  chloral  hydrate  smells  of  lemon  It 
is  formed  by  two  molecules  of  aldehyde,  less  one  molecule  of  water,  the  three 
atoms  of  hydrogen  being  replaced  by  three  atoms  of  chlorine;  croton  chloral 
was  the  result,  the  hydrate  forming  the  beautiful  crystalline  body  before  them. 

The  fo!la\ving  papers  were  then  read  and  discussed  :  Apparatus  for  Macera- 
ting, by  Mr.  R.  W.  Giles;  On  the  Extracts  containing  Chlorophyll,  by  Mr.  J. 
B,  Barnes:  A  Dispensing  Note  on  Chloral  Hydrate,  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Plumer;  Oa 
Sulphuretted  Antimony,  Official  and  Commercial,  by  Mr.  J.  Moss. 


The  North  British  Branch  of  thk  Phar.macei  ticalSocikty  opened  its  new 
rooms  on  November  22d.  The  president,  Mr.  H.  C.  Baildon,  delivered  the  in- 
troductory address,  after  which  Mr.  J.  Mackay  read  a  paper  on  Pharmaceutical 
Education,  which  elicited  an  animated  discussion.  A  number  of  specimens  and 
books  were  presented  to  the  museum  and  library,  both  of  which  are  being  made 
available  to  all  connected  with  the  society  every  day  from  10  A.  M.  till  4  P.  M., 
and,  Saturdays  excepted,  in  the  evening  from  6  till  10  o'clock. 

Pharmackitioal  Society  of  Paris. — Mr.  Stan.  Martin  presided  at  the  meet- 
ing held  October  2d.  After  the  presentation  of  books  and  specimens,  Mr. 
Mrihu  read  several  extracts  from  English  and  American  journals,  treating  of 
the  means  to  avoid  mistakes  in  dispensing. 

Mr.  Marais  exhibited  specimens  of  orange-flower  water,  made  by  distilla'tion 
with  steam,  and  preserved  for  12  years  ;  distilled  over  ihe  naked  fire,  it  cannot 
be  kept  for  that  length  of  time.  His  method  of  preparation  is  to  pass  a  jet  of 
steam  into  Soubeiran's  alembic,  containing  a  mixture  of  equal  weights  of  flow- 
ers and  hot  water.  Mr.  Martin  stated  that  this  distilled  water,  if  well  prepared, 
yields  to  chloroform  a  very  agreeable  odorous  principle. 

Mr.  Roucher  showed  several  varieties  of  oxide  of  lead,  of  a  yellow,  bronze, 
black  and  red  purple  color,  the  latter  being  obtained  by  acting  upon  the  hy- 
drated  oxide  with  a  rather  concentrated  solution  of  caustic  potassa. 

Mr.  Planchon  exhibited  English  rhubarb  as  found  in  French  commerce  ; 
though  resembling  to  some  extent  Chinese  rhubarb,  it  is  readily  distinguished 
from  it  by  being  less  marbled  upon  the  fracture  and  by  the  absence  of  the  dia- 
mond shaped  meshes  upon  the  surface  ;  it  is  probably  obtained  frora  Rheum 
rhaponticum,  A  new  kind  of  rhubarb  from  the  Amoor  river,  which  possesses 
the  characters  of  a  medium  quality  of  Chinese  rhubarb,  sells  in  London  at  4  to 
6  francs  per  kilogram.  Mr.  Marais  stated  that  for  some  time,  Austrian  rhu- 
barb was  endeavored  to  be  introduced  into  commerce, 

Mr.  Lebaigne  read  a  papt-r  on  the  best  means  to  avoid  mistakes  in  pharma- 
cies, which  created  a  long  discussion,  the  subject  being  at  last  postponed  to  the 
next  meeting. 

lliuutfs  jof  %  |l]iliii)elrtia  College  ot  lljamacg. 

A  stated  meeting  of  the  College  was  held  December  30th,  1872,  Dillwyn  Par- 
rish,  President,  in  the  chair;  14  members  present.    The  minutes  of  the  last 
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meeting  were  read  uud  approved.  The  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  were 
read  by  Win.  C.  Bakes,  Secietary  of  the  Board,  and  approved. 

TUe  minutes  of  the  Board  inform  th;it  tlie  Alumni  Association  had  tnuisler- 
red  to  the  College  the  fi.vtures  and  appmatus  of  the  School  of  I'ractical  ("liem- 
istry  and  rharmncy. 

The  Committee  on  Deceased  Mcnibers  reported  progress  with  the  memoir  of 
Prof.  Parrish. 

W.  C.  Bakes  reported  further  acknowledgments  of  the  reception  of  the  cer- 
tificates of  honorary  and  correspondii;g  membership.  The  letter  of  Carl  Fre- 
derking,  of  liiga,  was  referred  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  to  be  answered. 

On  motion,  the  Board  of  Trustees  were  directed  to  elTect  an  insurance  ou  the 
fixtures  and  apparatus  of  the  School  of  Practical  Chemistry. 

On  motion,  then  adjourned.  Charlk?  Bli.i.ock,  Secrctarj/. 


glinutts  of  tljc  pirarmacfulital  JlUdings. 

A  Pharmaceutical  Meeting  was  held  December  17th.  1872,  Prof.  Procter  iu 
the  chair  ;  William  McLntyrCj  in  the  absence  of  the  Registrar,  acting  as  Regis- 
trar pro  tem  : 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved,  after  correcting  the 
price  of  ceresin  to  40  cents  gold  per  ft>. 

Mr.  Shinn  introduced  Prof.  Markoe  of  Boston,  and  presented,  in  behalf  of 
Thos.  II.  McAllister,  to  the  College  various  volumes  of  the  American  Journal 
of  Pharmacy. 

Prof.  Maisch  read  a  paper  on  impurities  in  ladies"  slipper  root*  and  exhib- 
ited preserved  specimens  of  roots  and  flowering  plants  of  Ci^pripeditim  puhcs. 
cens,  €.  parviflorum  and  C.  aciule ;  also  commercial  samples  of  pure  cypri- 
pedium,  and  some  admixed  with  hydrastis,  senega  and  other  dicotyledonous 
roots. 

In  answer  to  a  cpiestion  by  ilr.  Shinn,  Prof.  Procter  stated  that  there  was 
considerable  demand  for  cypripediiini  by  eclectic  physicians,  who  use  it  in  such 
cases  in  which  valerian  is  indicated. 

Mr.  Remington  read  a  paper  on  ceresint  and  exhibited  a  sample  of  simple 
cerate  prepared  from  it.  Nothing  can  be  said  as  yet  about  its  keeping  qualities, 
the  time  being  too  short.  It  was  remarked  that  cerate  prepared  from  parafDn 
quickly  spoils,  while  yellow  wax  and  benzoiaated  lard  preserve  it  for  a  long 
time. 

Mr.  Shinn  remarked  that  emnlr;ions  of  codliver  oil  containing  plin?pha1e  of 
iimc  were  being  prescribed  by  physicians,  and  a«ked  the  experience  of  those 
present  in  making  emulsions  containing  large  quantities  of  fixed  oils.  He  had 
samples  from  two  makers,  both  of  which  separate  and  became  rancid  after  some 
time;  the  quantity  of  lime  salt  in  bjlli  is  stated  in  ambiguous  terms.  The 
fair  method  would  be  to  fetate  the  quantity  of  phosphate  of  lime,  lactic  acid 
and  codliver  oil  in  a  certain  tneasuic. 

•Soe  in«?o  0  of  tlv  present  numl>fir. 
tPiiWUhod  on  pairc  11  of  tliif  niiinber. 
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Prof.  Procter  had  used  a  mixture  of  tragacanth  and  acacia  in  proportion  of 
1  to  6,  and  the  product  is  rather  tliick. 

Prof.  Maisch  said  one  maker  of  tliis  emulsion  has  lately  obtained- a  patent, 
which,  however,  is  probably  of  no  value.  As  early  as  1855  he  prepared  emul- 
sions containing  50  per  cent  of  codliver  oil,  with  alkalies  and  alkaline  earths,* 
which  may  be  sweetened  and  flavored  to  taste.  1  his  is  not  a  true  cmulsiun,  but 
a  partial  saponiBcation. 

Mr  Shinn  had  used  lime  water,  2  ounces  to  a  jtint,  in  conjunction  witli  gum 
arable  ;  also  sucrate  of  lime,  by  means  of  which  a  75  per  cent  emulsion  can  be 
prepared  and  mixed  with  syrup  of  phosphate  of  lime  and  lactic  acid. 

Mr.  Remington  remarked  he  had  seen  a  communication  from  an  attorney 
threatening  certain  parties  with  prosecution  for  infringement  of  patent  if  they 
did  not  desist  in  the  manufacture  of  this  preparation  ;  but  apparently  the 
threat  would  not  be  carried  out. 

Prof.  Maisch  said  a  mctliod  is  much  needed  whereby  fixed  oils  can  be  emul- 
siouized  as  readily  as  volatile  oils,  ether  and  chloroform  are  by  the  method  of 
J.  W.  Forbes.t 

Mr.  Shinn  had  seen  a  patent  churn  in  use  as  a  labor  saving  agent  where  large 
<iuantities  of  emulsions  are  used. 

Prof.  Maisch  presented  a  well  made  sample  of  benzoinated  oxide  of  zinc 
ointment,  prepared  by  A.  11.  Bolton  in  a  paint  mill. 

Mr.  Boring  exhibited  cucumber  ointment  in  good  condition,  made  in  1868, 
by  the  method  as  modified  from  the  French  furmula  by  Prof.  Procter,!  who 
having  tried  various  methods  stated  that  with  this  one  success  depends  upon 
time  and  patience  properly  expended  upon  it. 

Prof.  Markoe,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Shinn,  addressed  the  meeting  and 
spoke  about  his  recent  visit  to  England,  describing  several  of  what  may  be 
termed  representative  pharmaceutical  establishments  of  Great  Britian  which  he 
visited  in  Liverpool,  Harrowgate,  Leeds,  Newcastle,  Edinburgh,  London,  &c. 
The  proprietors  rarely  reside  in  the  same  building  in  which  the  business  is  car- 
ried  on,  but  if  the  number  of  employees  is  sufficiently  large  a  housekeeper  is 
usually  employed,  the  clerks  residing  and  taking  their  meals  on  the  premises. 
The  current  literature,  especially  scientific,  and  a  well-selected  library  is  not 
unfrequeutly  met  with,  the  clerks  having  access  to  it  in  the  evening.  In  some 
stores  apprentices  are  never  employed,  only  qualified  assistants,  those  acting  as 
dispensers,  having  their  separate  counters,  each  with  complete  apparatus  and 
appurtenances,  as  for  instance  in  Mr.  Abraham's  store,  in  Liverpool,  where 
there  are  four  dispensing  counters.  The  precautions  against  mistakes  with  poi- 
sons, adopted  by  several  British  pharmacists,  were  mentioned,  and  a  descrip- 
tion was  given  of  the  alkali  works  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  The  speaker  then 
spoke  about  the  Brighton  Meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference, 
at  which  he  was  present,  and  said  that  ihe  attendance  was  not  as  large  as  that 
at  the  meetings  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  if  the  member- 
ship and  the  short  distances  which  the  British  pharmacists  have  to   travel    is 

*See  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  185G,  p.  1. 
\6fO  American  .lomniil  of  Pharma.-y,  1872,  p.  61. 
I8ee  .\merican  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  1853,  p.  400. 
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taken  into  consideration.  Percolation,  which  is  well  understood  and  so  indis- 
pensible  hero,  is  liitle  known  and  practised  there.  The  speaker's  impression  is 
that  the  British  pharmacists,  as  a  class,  at  least  in  the  larger  cities,  are  chemists 
and  men  of  education,  but  that  galenical  pharmacy  is  better  understood  here. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned.  Wii.mam  McIntyre, 

Rt'ijistrar  pro  tern. 


(fMtovial  IDcpavtincnt. 


T}IK    TWE.VTY-KIRST    AnNUAI,     MkETINiJ     OF    TlIK     AmEUKAN      Th ARMACKUTICAl. 

Association  will  take  place  Septenilier  IGth  next,  in  the  city  of  Richmond, 
Ya.  We  have  already  received  many  letter's  annonncin":  the  intention  of  phar- 
macists residing  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  to  be  present  on  that  occa- 
sion, so  that  even  at  this  early  date  the  prospects  for  a  full  attendance  are  very 
flattering;  and  we  desire  to  direct  the  attention  of  our  friends  in  the  Southern 
States  to  this,  so  that  they  may  make  timely  arrangements  to  be  present.  The 
Local  Secretary  is  Mr.  Thos.  H.  Hazard,  Richmond,  Va. 

Pharmaceuticai,  Legislation.— We  have  received  information  that  efforts 
will  be  made  again  in  several  States  to  have  suitable  laws  enacted  with  the 
view  of  regulating  the  practice  of  pliarmacy.  The  laws  which  are  now  in  fore© 
in  five  or  si.x  States  have  already  had  a  very  beneficial  effect  in  preventing 
incompetent  persons  from  becoming  proprietors  of  stores,  or  from  acting  in  the 
capacity  of  assistants.  An  important  result  of  this  movement  has  been  that 
more  importance  is  now  attached  to  the  proper  education  of  the  young  pharma- 
cists, and  that  the  facilities  of  acquiring  pharmaceutical  knowledge  have  been 
considerably  increased  of  late  years.  A  conscientious  enforcement  of  the  laws^ 
where  such  exist,  must  result  in  still  greater  and  lasting  benefit  to  our  profes- 
sion, as  well  as  to  the  public  in  general.  There  are  some  who  may  feel  aggrieved 
by  violations  of  the  law  ;  it  will  not  be  sufficient  for  them  to  merely  complain 
about  its  inefficiency,  but  they  should  endeavor  to  furnish  proper  and  sufficient 
proof  to  the  authorities,  so  that  the  offending  parties  may  be  prosecuted.  Wo 
have  received  two  complaints,  such  as  we  have  referred  to,  from  within  the  city 
limits  of  J-'hiladelphia,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  similar  conditions  may  exist 
in  other  localities  where  pharmaceutical  laws  have  been  passed.  It  is  not  only 
to  the  pecuniary,  but  also  to  the  professional  interest  of  every  pharmacist,  that 
the  efficiency  and  the  usefulness  of  such  laws  should  be  thoroughly  tested,  be- 
fore modifications  are  demanded. 


REVIEWS  AND  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 


Proceedings  of  the  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the   Califurnia  Pharmaceutical 
Sociffi/.  helil  at  San  Francisco,   October,  1872.     Also,  the   Constitution,  By- 
Laws  and  Roll  of  Members.     San  Francisco  :  A.  Ij.  Bancroft  &  Co.,  Print- 
ers.    1872.     8vo,  pp.  G6. 
We  have  already  reported  on  this  meeting,  on  page  .524  of  our  last  number. 

It  is  gratifying  to  notice  the  lluurishing  condition  of  this  Society,  which  has- 

135  active  members  on  its  roll. 


Am.  Jour.  Ph.\r«.  ' 
J;iu.  1,  U'S. 


Catalog  lie  of  the  Class. 
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Circular  of  Information  of  the  Bureau  of  Education  for  March,  1872.     "NVash- 
•  ington:  Government  Printing  Office,     1872.     8vo. 

It  contains  three  interesting  statistical  papers,  as  follows:  An  Inquiry  con- 
cerning the  Vital  Statistics  of  College  Graduates;  Distribution  of  College 
Students,  in  1870-71  ;  Facts  of  Vital  Statistics  in  the  United  States,  with 
tables  and  diagrams. 
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Class  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy, 

FOR    T  II  K    FIFTY-FIRST    SESSION,   1872-73. 
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H«-lee(>on,  Alfri'd, 
Ilenrv.  (Jpf.rKi-  y. 
!?••(■!».  .M.  J. 
ICiPf^.i--.  Kill;,  ni'  Z. 
Hilt.)ii.  T.  C. 
Hnlil,  .\ueii-t. 
non»pke«>(ipr.  A.  K. 
II   vf,  I.  M. 
Ullt.l-.rd,  W.  IT. 
HiiiiihI.  .\ndr>''.v  .M. 
n.ill.  <;...,iy..  S. 
llunt>-r.  I>itvi'1. 
Iliinti-r,  W   n  rt. 
Hurt.  Janio-.  F. 
Kut'-liinHun.  Harv^i'  H. 
Ja-'^l".  A.  WilHon, 


I^Lanun, 

!«alein. 

Frankfort, 

I)OV«T. 

Pliilixlplpliia. 

Hh.iidvill.", 

Plii'adi-lpliia. 

Ciirli^lo, 

N.  .All.nnv, 

.MiKv.iik'i.'. 

Nortli  Wal.*, 

Williamspoil. 

r..nsli.ih..<-U<  II 

I,i>(!an!<porl. 

Wilmington, 

Ashland. 

Phila.!i-lpliia, 


Sytaonsp. 

>i(-\v  York, 

A.^lilstnd. 

Hich  FalN. 

Pliiladolplii:!. 

Watortiiwn. 

t'oliiml.ia. 

Phi  ad.-lphia. 

York. 

Strntr.-rd, 

San  F'an'i-'io. 

Phi'a.li'Iphia, 

Marvsvillp. 

.«ai;'llHrli.ir. 

LMrt.lif-itvill". 

I'hila.l.-lphia. 

R.a.linc. 
lA-l.ar.in. 

Wp'  t  f 'hp.otpr. 
Phil'idelphia, 
Pl.jna. 
I'l.iUdelj.hia, 

Ottawa. 

W...Mlhiiry. 

Harri.sl.iirir, 

Pliiliid.lriiirt, 

Bi'tli|p|i.-ni, 

Pl.iludilplna, 

WosifiPld. 

<'i>nshoh.)'.'k.ii. 

Phila-lclphJa, 

Madis.m. 

IVtor-hiHK. 

N'.'w  OrK'ans, 

All  'ntown, 

Z:inp.svil|p. 

I'liilad.'Iphia, 

Zani'-ville. 

('.•ita-'Hii.|na, 

D.ihvill.. 

I.a'X'Ufiier, 

I,!l^Ios^c, 

l.plinnnn. 

H.'thl.-hpm, 

I'-'nn'l.iiry. 

t'onncaiitvilli', 

K.'tr.iil. 

PliiU.lclphia, 

H.  ^.. -walk, 

Dfpatui-. 

P'lila.li'lplrn. 

<'h:inili«T!-l.urj; 

Pli'la.l.'li.hia. 

C/tnuliii. 

t'.ilniiihia. 

'I'rPnroM, 

I,t-wi»tiWn. 


Pennsylvania. 

N'W  Jer.^py. 

KiMitupkv." 

liolawaro. 

PiTn.sylvanirt. 

K.MitiK  kv. 

I'enusylvania. 

In.liana. 

Wi>consin. 

Pennsylvania. 


Indiana. 

l>pla*iire. 

IVnn.-ylvania. 


Niw  York. 

Pi'nnsvlvaiiia. 
Npw  York. 
Peiin.«>  IVHnia. 
Wi -coil -in. 
Missiiuri. 
I'euusylvania. 

Conncptiput. 
('alilbrniM. 
P»nnsyUania. 
(^^alifoinia. 
N.nv  York. 
N.'W  .Icrsey. 
Penn-vlvaii  a. 


Ohio. 
Pennsylvania. 

IMinoi.s. 
\pw  Jmpspv. 
Pennsvlvaiiia. 


Np\t  Jor.«oy. 
Pennsylvania. 

rr.li.iin. 

Y'lRinia. 

I,.>ui.-iai:a. 

Pennsylvania. 

Ohio. 

Pennsylvania. 

Ohio. 

Penn.«vlvani:t. 


Wisponsin. 
l''-uri»ylvaniii. 


Mi.-higan. 
p.Minsylvania. 
I  onni'ctiini. 
Illinois. 
Pennsylvania. 


New  Jpff ey. 
Missix^ippi. 
.\'ew  Jpr.'ipy. 
F'.  nufylvanla. 


J.  A.  Arm.stronn,  M.D. 
J.  I\.  I.ippincott. 
I-Mwiinl  rhile.x. 
II   C.  lllair'.s  Son.s. 
Thos.  H.  Coomhes. 
W.  M.  C.tlee. 
Krall.  is  Jaeoliy.  Jr. 
II.  C.  Mlair's  S.ins. 
W.  ('.  It.ikes. 
I  I.  I'eilser. 

It.  K.  .lohnson,  M.l>i 

<■.  L.  KI.erle. 

i".  Kills.  Son  A  Co. 

.h.nn's  W   llariv. 

Wni.  M.  WilsonA  Co.. 

1,.  M.  K.Muland. 

.\!aish;i  1  &  i;dwiirds.. 

Ri.li»  rt  Shcx-niMker. 

lici.r^e  n.  I'avis. 

('.  Kills,  Son  A  (.'o. 

^*  m.  K.  Knifzht. 

< '.  W.  Snow  A  Co. 

,1.  A.  lleinii'.lenian. 

K.  Neliinper. 

J.Cr.  Fi.ker. 

.1.  .1.  iMiLan. 

i:.  H.  I  iarriguus. 

K.  ('.  Ji  nei.. 

Hull..ek  A  Crensfcnw.. 

James  Kemble. 

A.  H.Taylor. 

Tf  ..mas  I'riee,  M.D. 

J.  W.ll.lel.  Jr. 

.'OS.  KliDi,  M.D. 

S.  Ma.-on  MeCoUin. 

J.  T.  White. 

I,.(;erl>.ard. 

U  nu  I!.  Wurner  A  Co.. 

W..I    M.I.i.an.  M.D. 

J.^s.  I,.  I.einherger. 

(has.  Crowpll. 
.Sa  I  upI  T.  Jones, 
li.  Hiaiidriir. 
Israel  J.  nrahnme. 
Powers  it  Wpightman. 
K.  Y.  (Vrl>.'>t>^- 
liullo.'k  A  Cren.sliaw. 
D.  W.  Gross  A  .Son. 
M.  K.  Grove.s,  M.D. 
''.  Kllis.  Son  A  Co. 
Aseh.  iil'fleh  &  Mill.T. 
U'm.  .M.  Wilson  A  Co. 
Jaine-  T.  Shiiin. 
Knp(  -haw.  Norris  &  Co^ 
F.  Ilari.er. 
M.  F.  Kives. 
Pnll.pik  A  Cren.shaw. 
W.  C.  H..rnes. 
A.  n.  Taylor. 
Kren.'h.  fliehards  A  Co. 
r.  .\.  I.!n<':ister. 
.*s(i.eiil.,ieh  A  Miller. 
Will.  Pioi-ter,  Jr. 
Hul'oek  A  Crenshaw. 
.1.  I..  Hi-  phnm. 

1'    S.   U.lh.T. 

lies  (t  .Snyder. 
V.  II.  Sniitli  A  C'>. 
\V.  T.  .Me.Murlrv. 
V\.  K.  Warner  A  C... 
I'eiij.  Housekeeper. 

0  i;.  llul.b..|l. 
llul'laril  .1-  Swraringen. 
t  :d-\,  II.  \,  .dies, 
.loiin  U'M'th  A  Bro. 

y.  Hiiiii.r.  ,M.D. 

1  .  M.  Pralt.  M.D, 
lllll.l.ell  *  Pro. 
K.  A  J.  Kiekey. 

J.. 111.  Wvelh  A  liro. 
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Jacobs,  Georgo  ]I. 
Jacoby,  A.  P. 
Janvier,  Will   N. 
Jerterson,  Edward, 
Jenkins,  F.  0. 
Jolisiin,  J.  Wiilt'^r, 
John.ion,  James, 
Johnson,  S.  O. 
Johnson,  S.  W. 
Jones,  J.  Morris, 
Jones,  W.  .Ashley, 
Jummel,  Frank  K. 
Justice,  Riehard  S. 
Koashev,  Il.irry  G. 
Keck,  tVf!or!<e  b. 
Keel-r.  .1.  P. 
Keeiian  .\u:;ii-;t'is  II. 
Keif,  William.  M.D. 
Kempsniitli.  Paul, 
Kielliorn,  II. 
Kille,  Hxrry  G. 
Kills;,  .\loxander. 
Kinfj.  niair, 
King-^l>arv,  H. 
Kinnear,  J.  A. 
Kinsloe.  (>.  H. 
Koch,  Kniil. 
Koch,  Francis  J. 
Kramer.  I.  D.  W. 
Kra'is.  o  (>. 
Kruell,  Fre'l(Miek, 
K''o>i;nian,  Jo.=  eph, 
Kiitz   Wil.-ion  \.. 
Landschutz,  P. 
Lanve,  ('.  Rie'-ard, 
Laschp,  Ut'o, 
La'z,  Frederick  W. 
Lay  ton,  John  II. 
I.ee,  S.  Colbert. 
Leihold.  Louis  P. 
Lerch,  Win.  I 
Lescher,  G.  f. 
Levering,  George  W. 
Liimb,  k.  L. 
Lumsden.  C.  IT. 
McClay,  G.  Preston, 
jrc'Yea,  J.  H. 
McFarland,  J.  U. 
MeK.iy,  K. 
>fc.Veil.  Robert. 
McPherson.  J.  O. 
Magill,  B.  M. 
^lar.'iv,  Sniiiuel  3. 
Marshall,  r.  W. 
Marshall.  Jo«-epl'.  H. 
Martin,  S.  W. 
Martindell.  Wm.  N. 
Massey,  J.  H. 
Mastoh,  James  .K. 
Mateer,  J.  D. 
Mathew",  John  E. 
M.ithis,  Wm.  I). 
.Mattison,  U.  V. 
iM  lys,  A   <;. 
Megonif.al.  Jf>hn  L. 
Mf  vor,  <■'.  Carroll, 
Miller,  D.  B. 
Miller,  Frank  E. 
Mitchell.  H.  W. 
Moffit,  W.  G. 
Moorhead,  Thos 
Morgan,  T.  C. 
Musselman,  D.  (i.  E. 
Muthersiiough.  J. 
Ncppadi,  Stephen, 
Nii^i ,  Harry  J. 
Nicholas,  W.  C. 
O'Brien.  C.  IT. 
Omohundro,  ('. 
Opi)ermann.  IL 
Owen,  William,  Jr. 


W. 


Hannihal. 

Bethlehem, 

Troy, 

Smyrna, 

Wifmiiiston, 

Pliiladclphi.i, 

Mt.  Sterling, 

Pliiladelphia, 

Fremaiisbr.rg, 

Bethleliem, 

Philadclpliia, 

Cainden, 

.Newark. 

Philad<'lphia, 

N.  Egypt. 

Malicil  Chunk 

Princetown. 

Pliilad-lphia, 

I  'annelton, 

Moore^town, 

Biilfalo, 

Philadelphia, 

Little  Rock, 
Philadelphia, 

r>avcnporl. 

Minersvilic, 

Philad<  Iphia. 

Chica=ro. 

Philadelphia, 

Lvona, 

Piiiladelphia, 


Buffalo, 

Salem, 

Stroudsburg, 

Indianola, 

Kaston. 

Millersbnr.e, 

Philadelphia, 

Camden, 

Lynchburg, 

Piqna, 

Norristown, 

Meadville, 

Columbia. 

Philadelpliia, 

Atl.auta, 

Philadelphia, 

Cape  May, 

Ashland, 

Camden, 

jjcwistown, 

Philadelphia, 

Alexandria, 

Meehanicsburg, 

.Sandusky, 

Ilunlsviile, 

.•^olebury, 

Williani^pi.rt, 

Camden, 

Philndelptia. 

York  Co. 

Philadelphia, 


Torre  Haute. 
Great  Barrliigion, 
Strasburg. 
Lcwistovvu, 
Fond  du  Lne, 
Jersey  Sliorc, 
Easton. 
P'-ilad'  Ipliin, 
Richm'>nd, 
Philadelphia, 


Missouri. 
Pennsylvania. 
Ohio. 
Delaware. 

Pennsylvania. 

Kentucky. 
Pennsylvania. 


New  Jersey. 

Pennsylvania. 
New  Jersey 
Pennsylvaiii<v 
I'rince' Edward's  Is 
Pennsylvania. 
Indiana. 
New  Jersey. 
New  York. 
Pennsylvania. 

Arkansas. 
Pennsylvania. 

Iowa. 
Pennsylvania. 

Illinois. 
Pennsvlvauia. 


Gernumy. 
Xew  York. 
New  Jersey. 
PeiU'-ylvauia. 
Texas. 
Pennsylvania. 


New  Jersey. 
Virginia. 
Ohio. 
Pennsylvania. 

Missouri. 
Pennsylvania. 
Georgia. 
Penn^iylvania. 
New  Jer.-ey. 
Pennsylvania. 
New  Jersey. 
Pennsylvaniji. 

Virginia. 

Pennsylvania. 
Ohio. 
Missour"'. 
Pennsylvania. 

New  Jersey. 
Pennsvlvauia. 


Indiana. 

Ma9.«achusel.ts. 
Pennsylvania. 

■Wisconsin. 
Pennsylvania. 


Virginia. 
Pennsylvania. 


John  Moffit. 
E.F.  Rinchart. 
Wm.  L.  Turner. 
Smith  k  Painter. 
J.  IC.  Li'hman. 
Peter  Ciuice. 
J.  W.  Harrah. 
J.  Stra.lley. 

A.  l;.  T.aylor. 

G.  W.  Carpenter.  Henzey  <fe  Co. 
H.  Ivhv.ard  Weiidel. 
W.  R.  Warner  k  Co. 
Jolin  Wyeth  *  Bro. 
H.  C.  Blair's  Sons. 
O.  L.  Coles. 
Joseph  Laciar. 
land. 

John  H.  Knorr,  Jr.,  M.D 
I>.  L   .\rinstronf. 
8.  S,  Bunting. 
W.  A.  Mus.son. 
J.  L.  Bisnham. 
l^enher  &  Spencpr. 
George  A.  Hughes. 
George  W.  Vaughan. 
Louis  Koch. 
G.  Schlcgel. 
H.  Gerhard. 
S.  Gerhard. 
ChariC"  .1,  Kadish. 

B.  Falkenburg. 
.'<.  F.  Sinies. 

J.  Landvchutz. 
F    Roinburg. 
Fred.  Fohiiiau. 

C.  W.  Carsuer. 
J.  M'Avoy,  M.D. 
Wni.  Holliushead, 
E.  P.  Camp. 

B.  L.  Sm<dlpy. 
N.  A.  Johnson. 

C.  E.  Davis. 

D.  P.  Pancoast,  M.D. 
Faulkner  A  Craitchill. 
S.  E.  R.  Hassingcr. 
Wm.  St.-Uilcr. 
Asehculiach  A  Miller. 

A.  H.  Yariiall  k  Co. 
John  B.  Ferguson. 
Jolm  T.  Viley  &  Co. 

B.  .M.  Maeill. 

A.  M.  Mecray,  M.D. 

Carpenter,  Heuzev  A  Co. 

F:.  H.  Lee. 

A.Moscley, 

A.  M.  Wil-ou. 

J.  S.  Newton,  M.D. 

J.  R.  Sreven.son,  M.D. 

A.  P.  Blomer. 

Charles  Shivers. 

C.  F.  Mayo. 

John  Wveth  A  Bro. 
W.  K.  liOL'.au. 
John  R.  Hsrrv.  AI.D. 
Thomas  J.  Husband,  Jr. 

Aschenbaeh  &  Miller. 
Hanec  Bros   *  White. 
.Tohn  Wyeth  k  Bro. 
(ieoree  D.  Blomer. 
John  Wveth  &  Bro. 
S  Cimiibcll  k  Co. 
Hance,  Bros,  &  White. 
A.  Kussman, 
J,  L.  Curry. 
J,  P.  Ballon. 
R.  Newtou. 
J.  B  Moore. 

Jos.  L.  Shoemaker. 
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Parkor,  James  A. 
Pttztis,  W.  A. 
Petzelt.  ChristonluT. 
Piatt,  G.  Willar.l, 
Polev.  Frank  H. 
Portir,  Harry  W. 
Potts,  I)a\iil  •;. 
Power,  Frederick  B. 
Pri.e,  Ji>lin  B. 
Radefeia,  Frederi.k. 
Rflser,  A.  P. 
Reed,  K.lHMrd  A. 
Keichel.  K.  11. 
Reim«n«iiyder,  M.  F. 
Ritter.  Kuijeni'  I>. 
Roeder,  J.'K. 
Rooppcr,  F.  .\. 
Kohn,  A.  B. 
R.iwaud,  A.  H.  C. 
Rowe,  .1.  M. 
Rowlev,  I-anc  H. 
Koytr,  P.  U. 
Royston.  .1.  L. 
Rnggles,  Dexter  L. 
Rus.«ell,  Gef^rgo  M. 
Salvador.  Jolin  II. 
Sanborn,  (inst.  \. 
Savaiie,  Fn»nk  S. 
ychmidt.  Henry, 
Schnabel.  Charles, 
Sher.  F   P. 
Smith,  A.  E. 
Smith,  Cyrus  P. 
Smith,  Tlicodoric, 
Smith,  Milnor, 
Smith,  1).  L. 
Smith,  Rush  B. 
Sparrow,  Charles, 
Spenee, Samuel  B. 
SprigKS,  J.  S. 
Stanshurj',  Wilson, 
Stem,  W.  N. 
Stewart,  A.  B. 
Stewart.  R.  Reed, 
Stoner.  W.  .J. 
Stifel,  Albert  F. 
Straw,  J.  I. 
Swearingen,  W.  W. 
Tatem,  Charles  H. 
Terrell.  Thoman, 
Tilt-on,  Francis, 
Timmins,  Chas.  F. 
Tomlin,  Millard  V. 
Townsend,  Hf  iiry  G. 
Trimble,  Flr-nry, " 
Tnickenniiller,  G.  L. 
Thorpe,  Benjamiu, 
Van  CifC.  Isaae  P. 
Vo.«hag<-,  Herman  F. 
Walker,  Samuel  E. 
M'alluoe,  .I.inies, 
Weigle,  Gilbert  H. 
Wf-nerd,.!.  K. 
Wert,  John  M. 
Wept,  Wm.  n. 
White,  W.  (}. 
Whitman,  J.  O. 
Wiegiier,  J.  .\dam, 
Willar.l.  R..  Jr. 
Williiims,  Jno.  r,. 
Williams.  R.  J.  C. 
Wills,  Charles  J. 
Wilson,  Lcwi^  H. 
Wittkamp,  Henry  L.  Jr. 
Wood,  .laineH  P. 
Varnall,  Bf^nj.  I). 
Ycr>;in,  Fr»nk  P. 
Young,  John  K. 
YoKt,  Jamos  L. 
Ziegler,  J.  Walt<;r, 
Zimmermao,  G.  A. 


Phila.l-lphia, 


Brattleboro, 
Norristown, 
Philadelphia, 

Hudson, 

Wiliiiin>;ton. 

Philad<^lphiu, 

Heading. 

.Mendota, 

Nazareth, 

Suubury, 

I'astun, 

Hosensaek, 

Bethlehem, 

Ka-tcin, 

Philadelphia, 

Tarboro, 

Philadelphia, 

Akron. 

Lancaster. 

Williamsport, 

Phi  ailelphia. 


Cincinnati. 

New  York. 

Philadelpliia. 

Williamsburg', 

Lebaii'Mi. 

Bal'jniore. 

Philadelphia. 

Columbus, 

Norristown. 

Leavenworth. 

Fond  du  Lac, 

Monmouth. 

Mechaiiicsburg, 

Fasti. n. 

I'liiladelphia, 

Harrisburg, 

Wheeling. 

Philadelphia, 

])ei'atur, 

Philailelphia, 

Eastoii, 

Easton, 

Glassboro, 

Philadelphia. 

Chesiir, 

Peter--biirK, 

Woodbury, 

Mount  Pleasant, 

Ashland. 

Philailelphia. 

Mechanicstown, 

Philadelphia, 

Sr-llcrsvilie. 

Philailelphia, 

Le.xjiintoii, 

Ciililoii, 

Bethlehem, 

Haddoiifiold. 

Philadelphia, 

Greenwich, 

Philadelphia, 

Jfannover, 

Harrington. 

Philadelphia, 

Woi.slcr, 

Doyhstown, 

Wiikesbarre, 

Sunf)ury, 

Johnntown, 


Pennsylvania. 

Vermont. 
Pennsylvania. 

New  York. 
Delaware. 
PcniiDylvaDia. 

Illinois. 
Pennsylvania. 


N'orth  Carolina, 
rennsylvania. 

Kentucky. 
Pennsylvania. 


Ohio. 

New  York. 

Pennsylvania. 

Virginia. 

Pennsylvania. 

Jlaryhand. 

Pennsylvania. 

Georgia. 

Pennsylvania. 

Kansas. 

Wisconsin. 

Illinois. 

Pennsylvania. 


West  Virginia. 
Pennsylv.ania. 
Illinois. 
Pennsvlvania, 


New  Jersey. 
Pennsylvania. 

Illinois. 
New  Jersey. 
Iowa. 
Pennsylvania. 


Maryland. 
Pennsylvania. 


Kent. 
Pennsylvania. 

New  Jersey. 
Pennsylvania. 
New  Jersey. 
Peuneylvania. 

Gerinany. 
Delaware, 
pennsvlvania. 
Ohio.  ■ 
Pennsylvania. 


n.  A.Voc'lba.h. 
A<.piila  Nebeker. 
H.  Plat7.IT. 
•  lark  A  Willar.l. 
F   P.  I'oley. 
P.rk  \-  Co 
i;.  Keys,  MD. 
F..  Parrish  Jt  Son. 
K.  Brinifhurst  A  Co. 
(iu.-tavus  RadoTolil. 

J.T.  While. 
B  N.  Heth<  1,  M  D. 
P.  A.  (iio.<h. 
Bornheimer  A  Kerlin. 
Hosenberger,  M.D. 

D.  S.  Jones. 
H.  F.  Biichcr. 
Rob.Tt  Simpson, 
("harles  Shi\ers. 
llan.c.  Bros.  A  White. 
J.  Koninginacher. 

W.  II.  Kink.r. 
Wui    D.  Ilairis..n. 
Wm.  R.  Warner  i  Co. 
K.P.  Bornardy.  Ml). 
Sanborn  &  Builer. 
.1.  R.  Angney,  M.D. 
C.  C.  Spannagcl. 
J.  F.  Conway,  M.D. 
J.  W.  D.illam  &  Co. 
Ij.  Henley.  M  D. 
V.  JH.Allwein,  M  D. 

J..lin  M.  .Maris  A  (^o. 
A.  M   Brannon. 

C.  Kills  Son  A  Co. 
K.  Parrish  A  Son. 
Kalk  A  Kent. 
Spriggs  A  Bro. 
ThoniaM  II.  Franklin. 
T.  A.  W.dkea. 

W.  F.  Simes  A  Son. 

E.  C.  J.  nes. 
R.  W.  Richie. 

S.  Mason  .M.  Collin. 
II.  D.  Straw. 
Hubbard  A  Swearingen. 
.\ifrcd  Tatem. 
P.  D.  Woodhou.se. 
JI.  B  Lippincott. 
Jas.  G.  Wells. 

D.  Hershey. 

Powers  A  Weightman. 
S.  .Mason  M.Collin. 

F.  Zerman,  MP. 
C.  Elli.s,  Son  A  Co. 
Van  Ci.se  k  Lyon. 
W.  Krause. 
John  T.  Walker. 
J.  -M.  Maris  A  Co. 

G.  M  /imiuennan.M.D. 
B.'an  A  Stevenson. 

II.  A.  Bower. 

Powers  A  Widghtman. 
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SYRUP  OF  PHOSPHATE  OF  IRON,  QUINIA   AND   STRYCHNIA 
WITH  PHOSPHATE  OF  AMMONIA. 
By  Chari.ks  D.  Polk,  M.  D. 
R. 

Feri-i  sulphatis, grs.  2625 

Sodre  phosphatis,         .....          lix 
Acidi  phosph.  glacial.,   .....     5viii 

Acidi  nitrici  C.  P., 3vi. 

QuinjB  sulphatis    ......     grs.  336 

Acidi  sulphurici  dil.,  .  .  .         .  .  q.  s. 

Aquae  ammoniaj  concent.,        ....     q.s. 

Strychnise,  ......         grs.  xii  ss. 

Syrupi,  q.  s.  ad     .         .         .         .         .         .     .^xlii. 

Dissolve  the  sulphate  of  iron  in  seven  ounces  of  boiling  water,  and 
the  phosphate  of  soda  in  twelve  ounces  of  boiling  water  ;  mix  them 
in  a  precipitating  jar  and  carefully  wash  the  precipitated  phosphate 
of  iron;  add  the  phosphoric  acid  to  5xx  of  distilled  water,  apply 
gentle  heat  on  a  sand-bath  until  dissolved,  then  introduce  the  nitric 
acid,  and  continue  the  application  of  heat  until  the  solution  is  reduced 
to  the  measure  of  seventeen  ounces,  or  until  the  fumes  of  nitric  acid 
cease  to  be  evolved  ;  dissolve  the  quiniae  by  aid  of  the  dilute  sulphuric 
acid  in  four  ounces  of  water,  and  precipitate  the  alkaloid  by  aqua 
ammonise  slowly  added,  and  carefully  wash  ;  dissolve  the  phosphate  of 
iron,  the  quinia  and  also  the  strychnia  in  10  fluid-ounces  of  the  acid 
by  the  aid  of  heat  on  the  sand-bath,  the  alkaloids  being  withheld  until 
the  iron  is  dissolved  :  saturate  the  remaining  s^ven  fluid-ounces  of  the 
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I>liosphoiic  aciil  with  the  concentrated  liq.  ammoniie,  and  lastly  mix  the 
two  solutions  in  sufficient  dense  syrup  to  measure  forty-two  ounces. 

This  formula,  which  is  based  on  the  same  principle  as  the  ammonio- 
citrate,  ammonio-tartrate  and  other  salts  of  iron  combining  a  neutral 
salt  with  an  alkali  base,  produces  a  ferric  syrup  which  is  scarcely  in- 
ferior to  iron  by  liydrogen  in  tlierapeutical  power,  and  surpasses  all 
other  syrups  in  permanency.  1  have  never  known  it  to  precipitate  the 
iron  salt  or  undergo  decomposition.  It  is  too  expensive  and  difficult 
to  prepare  to  supersede  Easton's  formula,  and  although  very  superior 
to  it  in  chlorosis,  neuralgia  and  some  types  of  anjcmia,  its  use  is  more 
circumscribed,  and  must  yield  the  palm  to  that  splendid  ])reparation 
as  a  general  tonic.  In  diseases  attended  with  deranjiement  of  the 
nervous  system,  I  have  derived  very  satisfactory  results  from  this 
combination,  even  after  I  have  failed  to  derive  advantage  from  the 
syrup  of  Easton.  In  broken  down  cases  of  gout,  rlieumatisni,  scrofula, 
general  cachexia,  syphilis  and  uterine  diseases  attended  with  chronic 
engorgement  and  relaxation  of  uterus  and  appendages,  I  have  often 
found  it  to  exceed  in  efficacy  my  fondest  expectations.  In  186G, 
while  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  U.  S.  Quarantine  Hospital,  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  I  wished  to  make  this  preparation,  but  could  not  obtain 
the  phosphoric  acid,  and  was  by  necessity  led  to  devise  a  formula  by 
which  iron,  quinia  and  strychnia  could  be  formed  into  a  syrup  with- 
out the  aid  of  free  phosphoric  acid. 

The  liquor  ferri  citratis  suggested  to  me  a  combination  of  the  same 
strength  in  syrup  form,  independent  of  the  pyrophosphate,  in  which 
the  phosphate  of  iron  would  be  held  in  solution  by  the  aid  of  citrate 
of  potassa.  My  first  experiments  with  officinal  freshly  precipitated 
phosphate  of  iron  did  not  give  satisfactory  results.  I  next  precipi- 
tated the  phosphate  of  iron  from  Monsel's  solution  by  using  twelve 
ounces  of  the  crystals  of  phosphate  of  soda  to  sixteen  fluid-ounces  of 
the  iron  solution,  and  obtained  not  a  very  satisfactory  syrup,  but 
some  of  it,  concentrated  and  dried  between  plates  like  the  pyrophos- 
phates, furnished  very  perfect  scales  of  an  olive  green  color  and  even 
more  soluble  than  the  pyrophosphate  scales.  By  increasing  the  amount 
to  seventeen  ounces  and  six  drachms  of  the  phosphate  of  soda,  I  ob- 
tained a  magma  which,  with  about  half  the  amount  of  potassa  citrate 
required  in  the  phosphate  of  the  ammonio-citrate,  without  difficulty, 
by  the  assistance  ot  gentle  heat,  formed  a  very  perfect  and  perma- 
nent syrup  of  the  strength  of  the  liq.  ferri  citratis,  or  one  hundred 
and  twenty  grains  of  the  iron  salt  to  the  ounce. 
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Mr.  Rother  follows  nearly  the  same  process  that  1  have  been  ac- 
customed to  follow,  excepting  he  uses  the  ammonio  citrate,  while  T 
have  heretofore  used  the  citrate  of  potassa;  he  uses  the  tersulphate, 
while  I  have  used  the  subsulphate  of  iron.  I  now  obtain  a  mixed 
syrup  of  proto-  and  sesqui-salt  of  iron,  while  his  is  a  sesqui-salt.  I 
believe  mine  to  be  a  better  medicine — his  a  better  pharmaceutical 
product,  and  applicable  to  a  more  general  use  in  forming  forrated 
syrups  and  elixirs,  and  supplying  a  real  desideratum. 
Mr.  Rother  manipulates  thus  : 

R.      Sol.  ferric  sulph 1  pint. 

Sodium  phosphate,        .  .         .          •  •  IT^-  oz. 

Sol.  of  ammonium  citrate,         .         .         .          q.  s. 

Sugar, 24  oz. 

Water  sufficient. 
Dissolve  the  sodium  phosphate  in  2J  pints  of  water  with  the  aid  of 
heat,  and  pour  into  it  the  solution  of  the  ferric  sulphate  with  constant 
stirring.  After  a  short  repose  transfer  the  magma  to  several  capacious 
filters,  and  wash  it  with  water,  stirring  it  up  occasionally  until  the 
washings  are  nearly  tasteless  ;  now  place  the  washed  magma  in  a 
suitable  evaporating  dish,  add  six  fluid-ounces  of  solution  of  ammo- 
nium citrate  (prepared  so  that  eacii  ounce  of  the  solution  shall  repre- 
sent half  an  ounce  of  citric  acid,  tiie  acid  being  slightly  in  excess), 
and  apply  heat.  If  the  precipitate  does  not  completely  dissolve,  add 
a  little  more  solution  of  ammonio-citrate  until  the  solution  becomes 
perfectly  clear  by  the  continuance  of  a  moderate  heat,  then  evaporate 
it  over  a  sand-bath  until  reduced  to  20  fluid-ounces,  add  the  sugar, 
and  when  this  is  dissolved,  strain  the  syrup  through  muslin  while  hot. 
The  product  must  measure  two  pints.  It  will  then  be  identical  in 
iron  strength  with  the  officinal  solution  of  ferric  citrate  ;  and  four 
minims  of  it  will  represent  about  one  grain  of  dry  ferric  orthophos- 
phate.* 

With  the  syrup  proposed  by  Mr.  Rother,  reliable  ferrated  elixirs 
of  calisaya,  gentian  or  pepsin  can  be  extemporaneously  formed. 

I  regard  the  following  to  be  superior  to  any  elixir  of  the  same  now 
in  market. 

Elixir  Phosphate  of  Inin,  Quinia  and  Strijchaia. 
R.   Syr.  phosh.  of  iron  with  ammonium  citrate,  ,  .     5xvii. 

*  rhai-uiacist.  p.  147  (1872). 
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M.  Joon.  Pbabm. 

Fel..  1,  I87:i. 


Sulphate  of  quinia  ......          grs.  Ixiv. 

Strychnia,  .......     grs.  ii. 

Curacoa  cordial  (white),  ....          q.s.  oxvss. 

Essential  tinct.  orange         .....     ^iii. 

Dilute  phosphoric  acid,  ....         .-i. 

Dissolve  the  quinia  and  strychnia  in  the  Curacoa  cordial  by  aid  of 
the  phosphoric  acid,  add  the  syrup  of  the  pliosphate  of  iron  and  lastly 
the  essential  tincture  of  orange.  This  forms  a  more  reliable  elixir 
than  any  found  in  the  marki't  ;  any  druggist,  with  the  syrup  of  the 
phosphate  of  iron,  could  extemporaneously  form  it  as  ordered,  and 
thus  avoid  the  cinchonia  frauds  so  extensively  practiced  with  this 
preparation  by  some  manufacturing  chemists  ;  or,  if  econoni}"-  be  de- 
sired, the  physician  could  easily  order  the  cinchonia  and  the  druggist 
dispense  it. 

I  think  Mr.  Rother  has  really  made  a  valuable  contribution  to 
pharmacy  in  this  syrup,  and  believe  it  worthy  of  officinal  recognition. 
It  is  not  the  iron  tonic  that  tlie  proto-phosphate,  in  point  of  energy, 
falls  much  below  the  piiosphate  with  phosphate  of  ammonia  in 
diseases  attended  with  nervous  prostration,  yet  the  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing these  of  a  reliable  character  is  a  great  offset  to  their  general 
use.  As  found  in  the  shops  they  are  mostly  unworthy  of  confidence, 
while  their  inestimable  value  when  properly  prej)ared  will  always 
maintain  a  demand  for  them,  although  the  miserably  prepared  syrup 
usually  dispensed  for  Easton's  differs  as  far  from  the  learned  Profes- 
sor's preparation  as  the  attenuated  solution  of  hyponitrous  ether  as 
found  in  the  shops  differs  from  the  spirit  of  nitrous  ether  of  the  Phar- 
macopoeia. 

The  syrup  of  iron  with  ammonium  citrate  presents  no  induce- 
ment for  fraud,  and  really  resembles  in  appearance  nought  else  but 
the  syrup  of  the  pyrophosphate,  which  is  an  apple  green,  Avhile  the 
syrup  proposed  by  Mr.  Rother  is  an  olive  green.  As  the  pyrophos- 
phate is  more  expensive  and  even  more  difficult  to  prepare,  we  would 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  that  direction.  It  could  be  prepared  by 
the  manufacturing  chemists  and  obtained  by  the  pharmacists  of  a  re- 
liable quality,  from  which  all  other  ferrated  syrups  and  elixirs  con- 
taining phosphate  of  iron  could  be  extemporaneously  formed. 

In  thus  recommending  Mr.  Rother's  preparation  over  mine,  I  am 
led  by  a  firm  conviction  that  it  is  not  only  better,  but  fills  a  purpose 
heretofore  unfilled  as  a  reliable  base  for  other  preparations.     I  refer 
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to  my  syr.  phosph.  iron  and  potash  citrate,  which  is  prepared  on  pre- 
cisely the  same  principle  as  Mr.  Rother's,  yet  scarcely  equals  it  in 
merit. 

By  using  phosphate  of  ammonia  in  a  saturated  solution,  I  have  suc- 
ceeded very  well  in  dissolving  the  magma  thrown  down  from  the 
sesqui-salts  of  iron  by  phosphate  of  soda,  the  liq.  tersulphate  perhaps 
giving  the  best  result ;  but  the  subsulphate  is  very  eligible.  Any  of  the 
alkali  salts  will  dissolve  the  sesqui-salts  of  iron  if  the  acid  be  somewhat 
in  excess,  bat  ammonia  possesses  greater  solvent  power  than  any 
other,  the  citrate  of  ammonia  being  the  best  preparation  for  this  pur- 
pose. By  using  the  exact  chemical  equivalent  of  the  phosphate  of 
soda  necessary  to  precipitate  one  pint  of  liq.  tersulphate  of  iron  (which 
is  about  ten  ounces),  as  fine  scales  as  those  obtained  of  the  pyrophos- 
phate can  be  as  easily  made,  and  which  are  really  more  soluble.  The 
oiive  green  color  heretofore  alluded  to  contrasts  in  a  marked  de- 
gree with  the  apple  green  of  the  pyrophosphate. 

The  chemical  character  of  the  phosphate  of  iron  with  ammonio- 
citrate  (Fe'-O\PO''-i-10  HO),  indicates  that  it  contains  a  larger  amount 
of  iron  and  a  smaller  amount  of  phosphoric  acid  than  the  pyrophos- 
phate (2  Fe-0\  ;3  PO'  r  9  HO).  This  salt  of  iron  is  worthy  of  fur- 
ther investigation. 

A  DEFENCE  OP  ELIXIRS,  ETC. 
By  James  W.  Long. 

In  the  January  number  of  the  "Journal  of  Pharmacy"  there  ap- 
pears an  article  on  Elixirs,  which  is  so  unjust  that  I  think  a  few  words, 
however  weak,  in  reply  will  do  no  harm. 

The  writer  of  the  article  referred  to  states  that  they  have  "  grown 
into  an  undeserved  popularity,  both  with  physicians  and  the  commu- 
nity at  large." 

While  not  having  space  in  this  article  to  quote  ad  libitum  from  Dr. 
Polk's  essay,  still  the  general  tenor  of  it  seems  to  be  that  most  of 
these  elixirs  are  "  utterly  worthless,"  and  that  the  remedy  seems  to 
lie  in  a  universal  formula  being  adopted — "  formulas  that  every  retail 
druggist  can  follow." 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  it  is  rather  a  serious  charge  to  state  that 
many  of  our  very  finest  manufacturing  chemists  are  placing  in  the 
market,  endorsed  by  their  label,  a  line  of  articles  the  most  of  which 
are  utterly  worthless. 
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But  take  the  argument  in  the  abstract,  AVhat  is  an  elixir  ?  As  I 
take  it  to  be,  a  medicinal  elixir  is  a  preparation  in  -which  a  crude  ma- 
terial, by  an  admixture  with  aromatics,  and  by  a  sufficient  maceration 
with  a  spirit  of  stronger  absorbent  powers  than  itself,  together  with 
the  addition  of  syrup,  is  deprived  of  certain  disagreeable  qualities, 
and  rendered  more  palatable  and  less  nauseating. 

The  argument;  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  retail  druggist,  seems  to 
me  a  weak  one  ;  for,  if  he  understands  his  business,  he  can  make  his 
own  formulas,  and  if  he  does  not  know  enoujrh  for  this,  he  should  try 
some  other  way  of  making  his  bread  and  butter. 

As  regards  a  universal  menstruum  for  elixirs,  I  would  respectfully 
ask,  how  is  this  to  be  done  V  You  cannot  treat  pepsin  with  the  same 
adjuvant  you  can  cinchona,  nor  can  you  make  a  clear  elixir  of  cin- 
chona with  the  same  constituents  you  can  pyrophosphate  of  iron.  So 
how  can  a  universal  formula  be  practicable  to  use  for  any  elixir  ? 

These  elixirs  are  objected  to  on  account  of  their  novelty,  and  be- 
sides their  secrecy.  Now,  I  would  ask,  what  novelty  there  can  be,  or 
what  objection  can  be  fairly  made,  when  a  pharmacist,  or  druggist,  or 
chemist,  or  anything  el.>e  you  wish  to  call  him,  says  practically  to  a 
physician,  "  Doctor,  here  is  a  pleasant  preparation  of  iron — I  call  it 
the  Elixir  of  Pyrophosphate  of  Iron  ;  each  tablespoonful  contains 
five  grains  of  the  iron;"  or,  "Here  is  an  elixir^  where  each  table- 
spoonful  contains  three  grains  of  pepsin,  two  grains  of  bismuth, 
and  one-fourth  of  a  grain  of  solid  extract  of  nux  vomica,  in  com- 
bination "  ? 

If  the  word  of  this  manufacturer  is  to  be  depended  on,  the  physi- 
cian should  be  satisfied  as  to  the  proportions  ;  if  not,  then  there  is  no 
telling  whether  his  subnitrate  of  bismuth  is  pure,  whether  his  quinia 
is  not  heavily  adulterated  with  cinchonia  in  some  form,  or  whether  his 
tannin  is  not  some  miserable  compound,  the  result  of  forty  acres  of 
woodland,  razed  promiscuously. 

The  elixir,  as  a  pharmaceutical  preparation,  I  claim  is  at  once  sim- 
ple, and  advantageous  to  all  concerned.  Its  label  tells  what  it  is,  of 
what  drugs  compounded,  and  in  what  proportions. 

But  here  is  another  argument.  Do  not  these  elixirs  reach  cases 
that  the  drugs  themselves  will  not?  Take,  for  instance,  an  elixir  of 
quinia  and  taraxacum,  made  with  French  brandy,  simple  syrup,  cinna- 
mon water,  coriander,  caraway,  aniseed,  orange  wine,  ground  orange- 
peel,  Powers  &  Weightman's  sulphate  of  quinia,  and  Parke   Davis  k 
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Co.'s  fluid  extract  of  taraxacum  ;  out  of  all  these  ingredients  not 
only  a  clear  solution  may  be  made,  but  also  a  palatable  one,  of  which 
a  tablespoonful  is  the  ordinary  dose.  Noav,  take  this  as  a  tonic  or 
antiperiodic,  is  it  not  better  than  a  dose  of  quinia  or  a  dose  of  tarax- 
acum ?  and,  again,  is  it  not  better  for  the  patient,  especially  if  a  weak, 
delicate  woman,  or  a  child  (and  for  these  this  class  of  goods  are  in- 
tended more  especially),  than  to  sicken  her  with  the  nasty  crudities  ? 
The  patient  has  the  quinia  in  his  or  her  system,  also  the  taraxacum, 
together  with  the  brandy  and  aromatics,  and  this  in  one  tablespoonful. 
I  only  give  this  as  one  sample.  The  patient  is  able  to  go  about  with 
no  more  nausea  after  taking  the  dose  than  before,  and  obtains  besides 
the  beneficial  effect. 

Copaiba  can  be  made  into  an  elixir,  and  deprived  in  a  great  degree 
of  its  nauseating  qualities ;  and  I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  sending 
jou  a  sample  and  formula  as  soon  as  I  attain  an  entirely  satisfactory 
result. 

But,  Mr.  Editor,  in  conclusion  I  would  like  to  ask  you  one  thing, 
-and  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  am  only  one  of  many  who  would  like  to 
have  you  give  your  opinion  in  a  full  argument  on  this  subject,  and 
that  is.  By  what  rule  or  right,  either  moral  or  commercial,  have  either 
the  profession  or  the  trade  to  demand  that  these  formulas  be  made 
public  ?  Is  it  because  it  will  help  the  cause  of  healing  the  sick  ?  or 
is  it  because  the  intelligence  of  the  whole  world  is  against  anything 
enveloped  in  secrecy  ? — that  if  the  owners  were  not  ashamed  of  it 
they  would  make  it  public  ? 

In  answer,  I  would  say  that  if  any  doubt  rests  upon  the  constitu- 
ents of  these  preparations  there  are  the  analytical  chemists  on  hand. 
It  is  not  a  question  of  secrecy  but  a  question  of  veracity  and  commer- 
cial honor  between  the  physician  who  asserts  that  the  elixirs  of  cali- 
saya  are  not  elixirs  of  calisaya  and  the  manufacturers  wiio  assert  that 
they  are. 

The  reason  why  these  formulas  are  not  made  public,  I  think,  is  this  : 
One  who  takes  a  pride  in  his  profession,  and  who  is  eternally  devising 
some  new  way  of  making  this  or  that,  will  in  course  of  time  stumble 
upon  or  find  out  something  worth  knowing.  Even  if  this  individual 
may  not  have  a  superlative  education,  still  he  may  have  perception 
enough  to  find  what  will  render  quinia  less  bitter,  aloes,  jalap  and 
company  less  nauseating.  He  puts  his  idea  into  practical  operation, 
and  just  as  he  is  making  a  few  dollars  (the  result  of  months  and  per- 
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haps  years  of  experience,  thinking  and  toil),  the  profession  step  in 
and,  like  Turpin  modified,  demand,  "  Your  formula  or  your  profes- 
sional credit.  We  don't  care  if  you  do  tell  us  that  there  is  so  much 
of  this  and  that  in  it,  wc  want  to  know  how  you  do  it,  and  besides  we 
want  it  published  in  the  journals." 

Sequel.  The  formula  is  published  in  the  journals,  some  rich  chemi-. 
cal  pirate  sees  it,  thinks  it  is  a  good  thing,  gets  it  for  nothing,  and 
goes  into  it  wholesale  and  retail,  with  gilt  labels,  plenty  of  advertise- 
ments, and  lots  of  sale.  The  poor  fellow  who  first  got  it  up  loses  all 
except  his  self-respect,  and  for  nothing  else  except  to  satisfy  public 
opinion.     Is  this  just  ? 

Now  I  would  suggest,  with  all  due  deference,  a  remedy.  Let  there 
be  attached  to  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  with  a  channel 
of  publicity  through  the  "Journal,"  a  library  of  formulas,  these  for- 
mulas to  be  acted  upon  by  two  or  three  professors  of  the  College^ 
Let  them  be  divided  into  officinal  (when  accepted  as  worthy  of  that 
name),  and  unofficinal,  with  a  subdivision  of  this  class,  according  to 
merit,  into  A,  B,  C,  D.  As  a  reward  to  the  inventor,  let  the  College 
confer  a  diploma  conveying  a  degree  commensurate  with  the  value  of 
the  formula,  and  attach  to  it,  to  pay  the  expenses,  a  fee  of  five  dollars, 
upon  the  payment  of  which  the  inventor  would  be  entitled  to  his 
diploma.  This  money  would  be  willingly  paid,  and  would  show  con- 
clusively that  he  was  the  originator,  no  matter  what  thief  would  steal 
it  after  it  became  public. 

Then,  to  crown  the  whole  thing,  with  your  December  number  issue 
a  supplement  (with  a  sufficient  additional  charge)  of  all  these  for- 
mulae, classified,  with  the  authors'  names,  etc. 

This  would  change  entirely  the  aspect  of  afi"airs,  and  the  College 
would  take  the  position  it  ought  to  take,  i.  e.,  the  intelligence  and 
brains  of  the  profession,  standing  on  the  dry,  safe  ground  of  experi- 
ence, reaching  out  a  helping,  kindly  hand  to  its  children  who  are  strug- 
gling in  the  mire,  and  seeking  recognition  from  respectability. 
Lonywood,  Mich.,  Jan.  1-3,  1873. 


Remarks  i;y  the  Editor. — It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  state  here, 
that  the  position  taken  by  our  correspondent  in  this  question  is  not 
our  own.  We  hold  that  no  pharmacist  has  a  right  to  secret  formulas 
for  any  medicinal  preparation,  regarding  this  as  an  ethical  question 
which  has  long  since  been  settled  for  the  medical  profession,  the  mem- 
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bers  of  which  are  in  honor  bound  not  to  have  any  secrecy  in  regard  to 
their  mode  of  treatment  or  to  the  remedies  employed.  Whether  or 
not  the  use  by  physicians  of  preparations  made  by  secret  formulas  is 
tantamount  to  a  violation  of  medical  ethics,  in  letter  or  in  spirit,  is 
not  for  us  to  determine.  But  we  know  that  if  physicians  and  phar- 
macists had  always  acted  upon  the  principles  advocated  by  our  cor- 
respondent, the  days  of  antiquity  would  be  still  upon  us,  when  the 
meagre  knowledge  was  communicated  from  father  to  son,  or  from 
teacher  to  particularly  favored  pupils,  when  there  was  no  pharmacy, 
and  when  the  medicine  man  was  merely  a  sorcerer  and  magician.  If 
the  numerous  pharmacists  and  physicians,  who  have  successfully  la- 
bored to  establish  chemistry  as  an  independent  science,  had  kept  their 
discoveries  secret,  our  correspondent  would  now  not  be  in  the  position 
of  handling  morphia,  quinia,  strychnia,  or  any  other  of  the  active 
principles  of  medicinal  drugs,  and  chemical  analysis,  to  which  he  re- 
fers, would  be  totally  unknown. 

The  suggestion  of  our  correspondent,  to  reward  the  inventor  of  a 
new  formula  with  a  degree  commensurate  with  the  value  of  the  same, 
is  novel  merely  in  these  days  of  supposed  education  and  knowledge, 
and  we  doubt  not  would  receive  the  hearty  approval  of  all  inventors 
of  golden  pills,  expectorants,  cures  for  consumption,  invigorating 
bitters,  and  of  the  entire  host  of  quack  nostrums.  Happily,  the  days 
of  the  middle  ages  are  passed,  when  the  maker  of  a  renowned  nostrum 
would  be  rewarded  by  those  in  authority  with  money  and  perhaps  with 
titles  for  divulging  its  composition. 

The  action  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association  at  its  last 
meeting,  and  of  several  local  associations,  in  regard  to  elixirs  and 
similar  semi-nostrums,  is  evidence  that  there  is  an  honest  desire  to 
suppress  this  nuisance  of  having  in  pharmacies  a  multitude  of  differ- 
ent preparations  bearing  the  same  name ;  and  this  movement  will  be 
crowned  with  success,  if  it  meets  with  the  favorable  consideration  of 
the  medical  profession. 

For  other  points  on  the  elixir  question,  we  refer  our  readers  to  the 
Proceedings  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association  for  1872. 


PATENT  MEDICINES  AND  PRIVATE  FORMULAS. 
By  Chas.  G.  Polk,  M.  D. 
Under  this  caption  Mr.  James  W.  Long  makes  some  very  excellent 
points  in  regard  to  one  of  the  greatest  curses  to  society  at  the  present 
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day,  in  the  December  number  of  the  "Journal  of  Pharmacy."  But, 
■while  "the  American  people  are  fond  of  being  humbugged,"  as  Bar- 
num  most  happily  said,  and  are  readilj  gulled  by  any  and  every  va- 
riety of  miserably  trashy  and  forged  certificates  to  swallow  the  abom- 
inable mixtures,  syrups  and  pills  concocted  by  an  ignorant  and  heart- 
less set  of  villains,  who  traffic  in  human  life  as  thoufih  it  be  as  mer- 
<jhantable  as  a  piece  of  pork  or  a  head  of  cabbage,  the  sister  profes- 
sions medicine  and  pharmacy  hare  no  right,  on  the  one  hand,  to  man- 
ifest indifference  to  this  great  and  growing  evil,  or  encourage  it,  on 
the  other. 

The  medical  profession  display  too  much  lethargy,  and  treat  con- 
sumption of  those  vile  nostrums  by  society  as  a  matter  which  concerns 
them  not. 

It  would  also  seem  that  interest,  which  is  a  powerful  lever  in  human 
affairs,  lies  on  the  side  of  their  consumption.  The  injuries  they  inflict 
oft  give  splendid  opportunities  for  big,  fat  doctors'  bills ;  although  I 
am  sure  that  the  number  who  view  the  subject  from  that  standpoint  is 
very  small. 

Still  the  apathy  they  manifest  is  almost  criminal,  and  permits  the 
evil  which  a  more  vigorous  action  on  their  part  might  modify  and 
lessen  if  it  did  not  suppress. 

With  the  druggist  it  is  different ;  he  regards  the  sale  of  those  health- 
destroying  agents  as  a  part  of  his  legitimate  business.  While  he 
would  not  sell  a  glass  of  whiskey  where  he  supposed  there  was  chance 
of  intoxication  from  it,  he  will  unhesitatingly  hand  a  bottle  of  a  poi- 
sonous syrup  to  a  young  mother  which  may  soothe  her  babe  into  eter- 
nal rest,  or  a  bottle  of  almost  as  dangerous  "  expectorant  "  to  the  vic- 
tim of  pulmonary  consumption,  which  will  prove  an  effectual  ally  to 
this  sure  destroyer  of  human  life.  The  victim  of  this  fatal  disease 
requires  sustaining  treatment ;  the  impaired  digestion,  assimilation 
and  sanguification  needs  aid  and  support.  But  do  they  receive  it 
from  the  squill,  senega  and  tartar  emetic  which  compose  the  most  pop- 
ular quack  expectorant  of  the  day,  and  which  is  advertised  as  almost  a 
specific  for  this  disease  ?  Alas  !  no  ;  a  combination  more  fatal  cannot 
be  found ;  they  sap  the  very  foundation  of  these  functions,  antago- 
nize with  the  vital  forces,  and  hasten  the  development  of  tubercles. 
Recently  I  heard  an  experienced  physician  say,  "  that  the  evil  from 
this  *  expectorant '  counterbalanced  all  the  good  from  cod-liver  oil, 
that  it  annually  hastened  thousands  into  an  untimely  grave,  and  by 
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"Undermining  the  general  health,  no  doubt  in  many  cases  where  tliere 
vras  a  strong  predisposition,  with  irritation  already  existing  on  the 
3ungs,  it  awoke  this  predisposition  into  activity  and  developed  the 
disease." 

Men  may  thus  traffic  in  human  life,  roar  temples  of  human  blood, 
and  grow  rich  on  the  wages  of  human  deception ;  but,  as  sure  as 
there  is  justice  in  Heaven,  so  sure  will  Divine  retribution  overtake 
•those  legalized  murderers. 

I  would,  however,  be  doing  a  great  injustice  to  a  very  large  portion 
•of  educated  pharmacists  to  intimate  that  they  entertained  any  sym- 
5>athy  for  this  nefarious  business.  They  recognize  the  evil,  deplore 
it,  and  find  the  remedy  beyond  their  reach.  Circumstances  compel 
'them  to  violate  their  strict  sense  of  right — circumstances  they  cannot 
•escape  without  yielding  the  business  to  men  void  of  principle,  who, 
dneompetent  for  the  duties  of  legitimate  trade,  would  become  the 
aready  aiders  and  abettors  of  quacks.  Then,  however  wrong  in  the 
abstract  the  selling  of  patent  medicines  may  appear,  there  are  but 
few  druggists  so  situated  as  to  be  able  to  exclude  them  from  their 
tjusiness.  "  What  cannot  be  remedied  must  be  endured,"  but  it 
nevertheless  is  the  duty  to  discourage,  as  far  as  possible,  the  use  of 
patent  medicines  and  proprietary  formulas.  Proper  State  legislation 
would  greatly  modify  the  evil,  and  this  remedy  is  badly  needed.  The 
correct  formula  for  each  should  be  furnished,  and  a  competent  board 
appointed  to  determine  its  merit,  with  authority  to  exclude  all  pos- 
csessed  of  objectionable  constituents,  or  liable  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances to  do  harm.  Let  us  have  such  legislation.  No  legal  enact- 
ment is  worse  needed — none  could  do  more  good. 

Hoping  that  this  subject  may  receive  the  attention  due  it  from  the 
pharmacist  and  physician,  I  will  not  dwell  longer  on  this  disagree- 
4ible  subject. 

GRANULATED  EFFERVESCING  VICHY  SALT. 
By  Chas.  L.  Mitcdell. 
For  the  past  few  years  the  attention  of  pharmacists  has  been  drawn 
to  a  class  of  preparations  known  by  the  name  of  Gran.  Eff.  Powders. 
They  are  principally  of  English  manufacture,  although  some  few  are 
-made  in  this  country,  and  are  intended  to  be  used  as  substitutes  for 
the  mineral  waters  so  much  in  vogue,  and  to  possess  the  advantages  of 
small  bulk  and  stability.     The  Gran.  Eff.  Vichy  Salt,  or  Vichy  Pow- 


60  Sidphovhmieof  Soda.  {^"KiCTms?"" 

der,  is  the  most  unreliable  of  these,  generally  becoming  discolored 
after  being  exposed  to  the  atmosphere  for  a  short  time.  By  the  fol- 
lowing formula  it  can  be  made  so  as  to  be  free  from  this  objection  and 
keep  perfectly  white  : 

1^.      Dry  Bicarb.  Soda,  .  .      .5vij, 

"    Powd.  Sugar,         .  .  .^xiijss, 

"    Precip.  Carb.  Lime,    .  .     grs.  252, 

"    Carb.  Magnesia,    .  .  "      64, 

"    Carb.  Iron  Sacch.,        .  .        "      (jO, 

"    Chloride  Sodium,  .  sij, 

"    Sulphate  Soda,  .  .     .5ij, 

Powd.  Citric  Acid,         .  .  Jx. 

Mix  all  the  articles  well  together ;  powder,  and  pass  several  time» 
through  a  No.  60  sieve.  Then  moisten  the  powder  with  f  .^iijss  stronger 
alcohol,  to  render  it  slightly  damp  and  adherent,  and  then  granulate 
through  a  No.  8  sieve.  Dry  the  granules  at  a  temperature  not  ex- 
ceeding 120°  Fah.,  and  sift  through  No.  8  sieve.  Bottle  and  keep  dry. 
A  sample  of  Vichy  salt  prepared  in  this  manner  remained  perfectly 
white  after  being  exposed  for  over  two  months. 


SULPHOVINATE  OF  SODA. 
By  Charles  Rice. 

Having  prepared  this  salt  for  some  time,  and  having  tried  several 
methods  for  obtaining  it,  I  can  recommend  the  following,  as  yielding 
a  good  product,  at  a  moderate  price  : 

Take  of  alcohol  (sp.  gr.  0-815),  sulphuric  acid  (sp.  gr.  1*830),  each 
64  fl.  oz.  Add  the  acid  to  the  alcohol,  contained  in  a  large  flask,  in 
portions,  at  short  intervals.  At  first,  the  temperature  of  the  mixture 
rapidly  rises  to  212°  F.,  and  violent  ebullition  takes  place  at  each 
successive  addition  of  acid,  but  this  gradually  ceases  as  the  specific 
gravity  of  the  mixture  increases,  and  the  last  portions  of  the  acid 
may  be  added  quite  rapidly.  Cover  it  well,  and  allow  it  to  stand  for 
two  or  three  days.  The  mixture  of  alcohol  and  acid  should  not  be- 
raised  to  the  boiling  point,  since  the  yield  of  sulphovinic  acid  is  there- 
by considerably  diminished,  while  that  of  oil  of  wine,  ether,  etc.,  is 
proportionally  increased.  Pour  the  mixture  slowly,  while  stirring,, 
into  five  times  its  bulk  of  water,  and  saturate  the  acid  liquid  with  car- 
bonate of  lime.     Strain  the  liquid,  wash  the  precipitated  sulphate  of 
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lime,  and  add  the  washings  to  the  filtrate,  which  now  contains  sulpho- 
vinate  of  lime.  Add  to  the  latter  a  solution  of  carbonate  of  soda, 
until  it  just  ceases  to  give  a  precipitate.  Instead  of  carbonate  of 
soda,  I  have  also  used  oxalate  of  soda,  which,  although  requiring  con- 
siderably more  water  for  solution,  and  consequently  a  longer  time  for 
the  final  evaporation,  has  this  advantage,  that  it  effectually  removes 
the  whole  of  the  lime  salts,  thus  making  filtration  during  evaporation 
unnecessary.  Filter  the  liquid  through  filtering  paper  free  from  iron, 
to  remove  the  precipitated  carbonate  of  lime ;  wash  the  latter,  and 
evaporate  the  filtrate  until  it  measures  about  70  fl.  oz.  Filter  again 
from  a  small  quantity  of  separated  sulphate  and  carbonate  of  lime, 
and  evaporate  until  a  pellicle  forms.  Then  set  it  aside  for  a  few  days, 
and  remove  the  crystals.  It  is  very  difiicult  to  obtain  more  than  one 
or  perhaps  two  crops  of  well-defined  crystals  ;  the  last  mother-liquors 
deposit  a  number  of  hemispherical,  knob-like  crystalline  masses,  of  a 
pasty  consistence  and  exceedingly  difficult  to  drain.  I  now  prefer  to 
evaporate  the  liquid  at  once  to  a  syrupy  consistence,  and  then,  under 
constant  stirring,  to  evaporate  to  dryness. 

The  product  is  a  white,  granular  salt,  of  a  faint  ethereal  odor,  and 
a  cooling,  somewhat  aromatic  taste ;  it  is  very  deliquescent,  soluble  in 
O'T  parts  of  water,  at  60°  F.,  also  soluble  in  alcohol,  with  which  it  is 
capable  of  forming  a  crystalline  compound.  When  pure,  BaCl  solu- 
tion should  throw  down  no  precipitate,  or  at  least  produce  only  slight 
cloudiness. 

The  quantity  of  sulphovinic  acid  produced  depends  upon  the  speci- 
fic gravity  of  the  materials,  and  on  the  temperature  employed ;  a 
decrease  of  the  specific  gravity  and  an  increase  of  the  temperature 
diminishing  the  yield.  The  liquid  obtained  by  mixing  alcohol  and 
sulphuric  acid  of  the  above  indicated  densities,  precautions  having 
been  taken  to  guard  against  loss,  was  found,  after  being  cooled  down 
to  the  original  temperature,  to  have  shrunk  3-5  per  cent,  in  volume. 
The  amount  of  uncorabined  sulphuric  acid  was  determined  volumetri- 
cally,  with  the  following  results  : 

Original  amount  of  sulphuric  acid  taken,    .  3458-90  gm. 
Containing  of  dry  SO3,  .  .  2594-18  gra. 

Total   amount  of  free   SO,  (dry),  found  in 

the  mixture,  mean  of  three  experiments,  1409-86  gm.,  or  54-3  p.  c. 
Hence  total  amount  of  SO,  in  combination,  1184-32  gm.,  or  45*7  p.  c. 

mw  York,  Jan.  14,  1873. 
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YIELD  OF  MUSK   FROM   BAGS. 
Editor  of   'Amcricftn  Joarnal  of  Pharmacy"  : 

In  the  December  number,  page  565,  tlic  table  of  musk  yield  is  or 
interest,  and,  having  some  facts,  I  will  convinuriicato  them  for  publir- 
catioii  : 


Caddy. 

Pods, 

Original  pods. 

Musk. 

Empty  pods. 

No.  I 

24 

20-75  oz. 

7-125  oz. 

1.1-625  oz. 

avoirdupois 

No.  2 

20 

20-75    " 

6-500  " 

14-25      " 

" 

No.  3 

2'.t 
73 

24  00    '■ 
65-50    " 

7  000  " 

17-00      " 

'* 

Total, 

20-625  " 

44875    •• 

- 

ATcrage  for  1  pod,  ."192-5  grains;  musk,  123-6  grains. 

Respectfully,  Tiio.s.  J.  Covell- 

Jemey  City,  N.  J,,  Jan.  9,  1873. 


ON  CALABRIAN  MANNA.* 
Bv   Danikl  Hanblry,  F.R.S.,  F.L.S,,  F.C.S, 

Manna,  it  is  stated  in  the  British  Plian/iacopreia  (1867),  is  a  con- 
crete saccharine  exudation  from  the  stem  of  Fraxinus  Oruus,  L,,  and! 
F.  rotandifolia,  D,  C,  which  trees  are  cultivated  for  the  purpose  of 
yielding  it  chiefly  in  Calabria  and  Sicily.  Of  the  method  of  collect- 
ing manna  in  Sicily,  there  are  tolerably  exact  accounts;  and  the 
manna  plantations  of  that  island  have  also  been  fully  described. f 

Having  never  heard  of  manna  plantations  in  Calabria,  nor  seen- 
any  modern  account  of  manna-gathering  in  that  region.  I  wrote  in 
1868  to  my  friend  Colonel  Yule,  of  Palermo,  to  inquire  if  he  could 
furnish  me  with  any  particulars.  Colonel  Yule  being  unable  to  an- 
swer my  questions,  communicated  them  to  Mr.  Grant,  British  Consul 
at  Brindi.si,  who,  in  his  turn,  sought  to  obtain  the  desired  information 
from  some  of  the  British  vice-consuls  (Italians)  in  Calabria.  But  ex- 
cept the  statement  that  the  site  of  its  production  was  the  province  of 
Calabria  Citra,  and  especially  the  territory  of  Ptossano,  on  the  shores- 
of  the  Gulf  of  Taranto,  I  was  unable  to  gain  any  very  precise  knowl- 
edge on  the  subject. 

*  Read  before  a  meeting  of  the  British  Pharmuceutical  Cooference  at  Brigfev 
ton,  August  14th,  1872.     Reprint,  communicated  by  the  Author. 

t  See  in  particular  a  paper  by  Ur.  Clegborn.  on  the  Botany  and  Agricnlture 
of  .Malta  and  S'xcWy.—  Trannaclions  of  the  Botaniral  Society  of  Edinburgh,  vol- 
X.  1868—69. 
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Here  I  may  remind  you  of  an  investigation  into  the  history  of 
manna  which  I  made  in  1869,*  and  that  one  conclusion  to  which  it 
led  was  this, — that  manna  was  collected  in  Calabria  for  hundreds  of 
years  prior  to  it  being  a  commercial  product  of  Sicily,  and  that  the 
earliest  accounts  of  manna-gathering  in  the  latter  country,  only  date 
from  the  second  half  of  the  17  th  century. 

It  will  be  well  now  to  consider  some  remarks  that  have  been  made 
by  travellers  regarding  manna  as  an  object  of  industry  in  Calabria. 
Though  they  are  only  passing  allusions,  they  sulEoe  to  show  that  this 
drug  was  at  least  a  well-recognized  production  of  the  country  in  ques- 
tion. 

Baron  lliedesel,  a  German  nobleman  who  made  an  interesting  jour- 
ney through  Sicily  and  Southern  Italy  about  a  century  ago,  and 
whose  travels  have  been  published  both  in  German  and  English,f 
travelled  from  Cotrone  to  Coriati,  small  towns  on  the  eastern  coast 
of  Calabria.  Of  the  latter  he  remarks,  that  "  it  is  a  bishopric  of 
Calabria,  .  .  .  round  which  they  collect  the  best  manna  and  in 
the  greatest  quantity.  The  owners  of  the  manna-trees  are  obliged  to 
sell  their  manna  to  the  king  for  a  fixed  price  :  the  better  sort,  or  what 
is  commonly  called  in  cannole,  for  2  carlini  [8fZ.J,  and  the  worse,  or 
infrasca,  for  S  grani  [Sld.~\  the  pound.  These  revenues  are  farmed 
for  32,000  ducats  [£5533]  per  annum.  The  greatest  quantity  is  col- 
lected about  Cariati  and  Strongoli." 

About  20  miles  west  of  Cariati,  is  the  small  town  of  Corigliano, 
where,  says  the  Baron,  they  also  collect  ^' vast  quantities  of  manna." 

Half  a  century  after  this  traveller,  an  Englishman,  the  Hon.  Rich- 
ard Keppel  Craven,  made  a  journey  through  Calabria,  visiting  among 
other  places  Cariati,  the  vicinity  of  which  was  at  that  period  still  fa- 
mous for  manna.  The  following  is  from  his  published  journal  :| — 
'•  The  mountains  near  Cariati  abound  with  game,  and  the  forests, 
which  richly  clothe  their  summits,  furnish  quantities  of  that  species 
of  ash  which  produces  the  manna,  a  considerable  branch  of  commerce 
in  this  province,  and  more  particularly  esteemed  from  this  district." 

The  foregoing  notices,  scanty  as  they  are,  are  yet  of  interest,  as 

•»» 

*  Historical  Notes  on  Manna. — Pharm.  Journ.,  xi  (1870),  326. 

f  Travels  through  Sicibj  and  that  part  of  Italy  formerly  called  Magna  Groecia, 
translated  from  the  German  by  J.  R.  Forster,  F.  R.  S.,  London,  1773. 

X  Tour  through  the  Southern  Provinces  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  London, 
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coming  from  eye-witnesses,  or  at  least  from  inquiries  on  the  spot. 
Let  me  now  add  a  few  observations  of  my  own,  the  result  of  a  short 
journey  during  the  present  year,  through  a  portion  of  the  province 
of  Calabria  Citra. 

First,  when  at  Florence,  I  inquired  for  Calahrian  Manna,  address- 
ing myself  to  the  principal  firm  of  wholesale  druggists  in  that  city. 
The  answer  I  got  was  that  Calabrian  manna  was  an  article  they 
never  purchased ;  but  that  if  I  wished  to  see  the  drug  it  was  possible, 
as  it  so  happened  that  a  small  keg  of  it  had  been  sent  to  them  for 
disposal.  Of  this  offer  I  availed  myself.  I  found  to  my  surprise 
that  the  drug  was  a  soft  viscid  mass  containing  small  tears,  mixed 
with  fragments  of  leaves,  sticks  and  dirt, — in  fact,  I  regarded  it  of 
such  very  bad  quality,  that  I  declined  a  sample  which  was  kindly 
offered  me.  1  thought  also  that  if  I  travelled  into  Calabria  I  should 
easily  obtain  much  better,  as  well  as  all  desired  particulars  respect- 
ing the  trade  in  manna,  of  which,  according  to  the  latest  edition  (1868) 
of  Murray's  Handbook  for  Southern  Italy,  Calabria  Citra  is  the  "  prin- 
cipal seat."     I  accordingly  proceeded  southward. 

Around  Florence,  I  may  remark,  and  especially  between  that  city 
and  Pisa,  the  manna  ash  {Fraxinus  Ornus,  L.)  is  frequent,  being  one 
of  the  small  low  trees  grown  as  a  support  for  the  vine.  Except  these 
examples,  I  hardly  saw  the  tree  until  I  reached  the  shores  of  the 
Gulf  of  Taranto,  when  I  observed  some  very  tall  specimens  in  the 
strip  of  humid  forest  a  little  south  of  Policoro. 

Journeying  onward  I  arrived  at  Rossano,  a  town  in  Calabria  Citra, 
of  about  10,000  inhabitants,  situated  three  or  four  miles  from  the 
sea.  Here  I  learnt  that  the  manna  trees,  which  are  called  Ornelli, 
grow  on  some  of  the  adjacent  mountains, — that  they  are  of  large 
size,  and  are  not  cultivated, — that  manna  is  obtained  from  them  by 
incisions  in  the  trunk  made  by  the  peasants  in  July  and  August, — 
that  the  manna  got  is  mostly  of  the  soft  or  fatty  kind,  very  little  of 
it  being  obtained  in  long  white  pieces  or  cannoli,  and  in  some  seasons 
none  at  all. 

The  collecting  of  manna  about  Rossano  is  at  present,  I  was  as- 
sured, a  very  small  and  insignificant  branch  of  industry.  Few  per- 
sons among  those  from  whom  I  sought  information  knew  anything 
of  the  gathering  of  manna,  or  even  of  the  existence  of  the  manna-ash 
in  the  neighborhood.  One  gentleman,  a  principal  inhabitant  of  the 
town,  and  holding  an  official  position,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of  in- 
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trodaction,  assured  me  that  the  incising  of  the  stems  of  the  trees  had 
heen  for  the  last  four  or  five  years  forbidden  by  the  Government ; 
and  the  same  statement  was  made  by  others.  It  is  phiin,  however, 
that  manna  is  still  gathered  about  Rossano,  though  the  amount  is 
quite  insignificant,  for  I  obtained  from  a  pharmacien  in  the  town  a 
specimen,  being  part  of  some  he  had  purchased  from  a  peasant  the 
previous  season. 

Hoping  for  more  information,  and  that  I  might  at  least  obtain 
l)etter  specimens,  I  went  to  Corigliano,  a  small  town,  the  mountains 
around  which  produce,  according  to  Murray's  Handbook,  "the  finest 
manna  in  Calabria," — a  fact  without  doubt  perfectly  true  a  century 
ago.  Here  I  was  told  that  no  manna  is  now  brought  in  for  sale,  the 
collection  having  entirely  ceased.  I  called  on  five  pharmaciens  in 
the  town:  three  of  them  had  in  stock  no  manna  whatever;  the 
fourth  had  some  which  he  had  purchased  in  Naples ;  but  the  fifth 
(Signor  Giuseppe  Guidi)  had  a  box  containing  a  pound  or  two  of 
manna  of  the  country,  of  which  he  kindly  gave  me  a  sample.  He 
told  me  that  it  was  old,  none  being  now  collected.  This  manna  is  a 
moist,  semifluid,  saccharine  mass,  of  a  dirty  yellowish  grey. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  1872,  I  reached  Cosenza,  the  capital  of  the 
province,  situated  at  the  head  of  the  valley  of  the  Crati,  in  passing 
through  which  I  observed  a  few  trees  of  Ornus.  The  locality  was 
anciently  renowned  for  manna.  Here  I  repeated  my  inquiries  in 
several  pharmacies,  but  in  vain.  At  length  I  found  one,  the  pro- 
prietor of  which  showed  me  some  soft  manna,  which  he  said  had  been 
got  near  Cotrone.  I  discovered  also  in  another  pharmacic  manna  of 
two  qualities,  scelta  and  in  pasta,  both  of  which  the  pharmacien  stated 
he  had  bought  of  peasants  who  had  collected  it  at  Rossano.  The  col- 
lecting of  manna  about  Cosenza  was  quite  ignored  by  most  of  the 
persons  whom  I  asked  for  information.  Those  who  had  any  acquaint- 
ance with  the  drug  declared  it  was  no  longer  an  object  of  industry  in 
that  part  of  Calabria.  One  pharmacien  asserted  that  the  collection 
of  manna  had  been  prohibited  for  the  last  six  or  seven  years. 

The  course  of  my  journey  having  led  me  to  Messina,  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  making  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Robert  Sanderson,  a  mer- 
chant of  that  city  of  long  standing,  whose  business  in  Italian  produce 
includes  the  shipment  of  manna.  On  asking  this  gentleman  about 
Galahrian  manna,  he  informed  rae  he  was  ignorant  of  such  a  commo- 
dity ;  and  on  my  showing  him  some  of  the  drug  in  the  soft   form  ia 
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which  I  had  procured  it  at  Cosonza,  he  expressed  much  surprise,  and 
declared  it  to  be  unlike  any  Sicilian  manna  he  had  seen. 

No  specimen  of  Calabrian  manna  was  contributed  to  the  Italian 
Exhibition  held  at  Florence  in  1861  ;  but  there  appear  to  have  been 
three  samples  from  Rogliano  in  the  London  Kxhibition  of  the  follow- 
ing year.* 

From  what  I  have  already  stated,  the  conclusion  is  I  think  irre- 
(*istible. — that  Calabrian  nianna  as  an  article  of  commerce  has  prac- 
tically ceased  to  exist,  and  that  the  collection  of  manna  in  that  part 
of  Italy  is  on  the  verge  of  extinction. 

I  regret  that  when  at  Rossano  I  was  unable  to  visit  the  woods  of 
Onius  which  undoubtedly  exist  in  that  vicinity.  But  the  habits  of" 
the  Calabrian  peasantry  are  such  that  it  is  impossible  for  travellers- 
to  quit  the  high-roads  without  personal  danger. 

The  better  to  inform  myself  of  manna  industry,  and  especially  that 
I  might  become  well  acquainted  with  the  tree,  I  afterwards  paid  a 
visit  to  the  mann^  plantations  at  Capaci  near  Palermo.  I  also  in- 
spected the  trees  which  aro  cultivated  at  the  Instituto  Agrario  Cas- 
telnuovo  near  that  city,t  and  in  the  park  of  La  Favorita.  But  as  the 
time  of  my  visit  (May  Ki — 22)  was  not  that  for  collecting  the  drug> 
I  have  no  details  of  particular  novelty  to  communicate. 

Respecting  the  manna-ash  itself,  however,  I  wish  to  suy  a  few- 
words.  It  has  often  been  stated,  as  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
(for  which  in  this  case  1  presume  the  Prodromus  of  De  Candolle  is 
the  authority),  that  there  are  two  species  of  manna-ash,  namely, 
Frajrinus  Ornus  and  P.  rotundifolia.  Many  modern  writers  on 
pharmacology  admit  but  a  single  species,  F.  Ornm,  L.,  of  which  P^ 
rotundifolia  is  stated  to  be  a  cultivated  variety  peculiar  to  Calabria 
and  Sicily,  and  propagated  by  grafting. 

I  do  not  think  either  statement  satisfactory.  P.  Ornm  is  very 
variable  even  in  its  wild  state,  and  in  the  same  locality. |  As  to  the 
tree  which  is  cultivated  in  Sicily,  and  of  which  I  have  examined  spe- 

*  They  were  contributed  by  Signer  Giovanni  Morelli  of  liogliano,  Calabria. 

t  A  moBt  interesting  agricultural  college,  founded  by  private  munificence, 
where  twenty-two  lads  are  studying  scientific  and  practical  husbandry  under 
the  able  directorship  of  Professor  Inzengaw 

X  As  for  instance  at  Eza  near  Nice  where  the  tree  is  plentiful,  and  where  1 
have  gathered  specimens  with  the  leaflets  almost  orbicular,  and  others  with 
leaflets  narrowly  lanceolate. 
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cimens  from  all  parts  of  the  island,*  it  likewise  presents  great  varia- 
tions, but  no  special  form  that  can  be  singled  out  as  deserving  the 
name  o^  rotund  (folia,  or  even  that  can  be  recognized  an  par  excellence 
a  cultivated  variety.  It  is  true  that  the  tree  in  some  manna  planta- 
tions is  occasionally  grafted  ;  certain  trees  yielding  a  poor  supply  of 
saccharine  matter  being  thus  replaced  by  others  of  a  more  productive 
nature.  But  I  observed  no  grafting  at  Capaci  where  the  trees  are 
grown  like  coppice-oak  in  England,  and  where  such  a  plan  of  treat- 
ment would  therefore  be  hardly  worth  the  trouble. 

[The  paper  was  illustrated  by  several  samples  of  Calabrian  manna 
procured  at  Rossano,  Corigliano  and  Cosenza,  and  by  a  large  suite  of 
botanical  specimens  of  Fraxinus  Ornus,  L.,  and  a  stem  of  the  latter 
showing  the  incisions  for  manna.] 


SPIRIT    OF    NITROUS    ETHER    A   SUPPOSED    TEST    FOR   SOMB. 

ALKALOIDS. 

By  JoHX  M.  Maisch. 
About  a  year  ago  a  friend  wrote  to  me  that  he  had  observed  some 
reactions  of  quinia  and  cinchonia,  which  might  perhaps  be  valuable 
for  the   detection  of  these  and  other   alkaloids.     The  reaction   was 
described  as  follows  : 

'*  Quinia  or  cinchonia,  to  which  some  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  and  a 
few  drops  of  ammonia  is  added,  produces  with  a  little  muriated  tinc- 
ture of  iron  a  red  color  similar  to  that  formed  with  sulphocyanide  of 
potassium  and  iron.  Morphia  treated  in  the  same  way  produces  a 
beautiful  green  color.     Most  of  the  other  alkaloids  are  not  affected." 

On  repeating  the  experiments  with  commercial  spirit  of  nitrous 
ether,  which  had  been  exposed  to  the  atmosphere  for  a  considerable 
time,  a  quinia  solution  assumed  the  red  color  described,  but  "morphia 
solution  became  purple  instead  of  green.  On  the  addition  of  a  few 
drops  of  muriatic  acid,  the  red  quinia  solution  became  colorless,  while 
the  morphia  solution  assumed  a  blue  color,  the  characteristic  reaction 
of  morphia  and  ferric  chloride,  and  turned  green  on  the  further  addi- 
tion of  tincture  of  iron,  as  might  have  been  expected  from  mixing  a 
yellow  and  blue  liqui<l  which  do  not  chemically  react  upon  each 
other. 

•Many  of  them   courteously  prHHCiit,<;<J  to  me  by   Professor  Toduro,  of  tLe 
Botanical  Garden,  Palermo. 
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This  observation  at  once  suggested  the  piobability  that  tlie  spirit 
used  for  these  experiments  contained  acetic  acid,  which  -was  proven 
by^the  deep  red  color  produced  with  it  after  neutralization  with  am- 
monia, by  a  ferric  salt,  the  color  disappearing  on  the  addition  of  acids. 
Spirit  of  nitrous  ether,  however,  which  had  been  recently  prepared 
by  Redwood's  process,  was  entirely  free  from  acetic  acid  and  did  not 
produce  the  red  color  with  salts  of  iron. 

It  is  well  known  that  by  the  action  of  nitric  acid  upon  alcohol, 
nitrous,  acetic  and  formic  ethers  are  formed,  in  variable  proportions, 
depending  chiefly  on  the  strength  of  the  materials  employed,  and  on 
the  temperature  at  which  the  distillation  took  place.  The  two  last- 
named  ethers  do  not  aflcct  the  color  of  ferric  chloride  until  by  expo- 
sure or  by  the  action  of  caustic  alkalies  acetic  and  formic  acids  have 
been  liberated  from  their  ethylic  combination,  when,  after  neutraliza- 
tion, the  peculiar  red  color  will  appear  with  ferric  chloride,  more  or 
less  modified  by  the  smaller  or  larger  excess  of  the  iron  salt,  or  by 
the  presence  of  a  compound  striking  Avith  it  a  peculiar  color. 

Old  spirit  of  nitrous  ether  contains  also  free  nitrous  or  nitiie  acid, 
as  may  be  seen  by  the  blackish-brown  color  produced  with  ferrous 
salts  on  the  addition  of  hydrochloric  or  sulphuric  acid. 


OINTMENTS  OF  OXIDE  OF  ZINC,«AND  OF  MERCURY. 

By  JcLios  Kalisu. 

Ungt.  Zinci  Oxidi. — In  the  last  number  of  the  "  Americin  Jour- 
nal of  Pharmacy,"  a  process  is  given  by  Mr.  Bolton,  wliich,  while  it 
will  give  a  very  smooth  ointment,  is  too  expensive,  requiring  too 
much  time  and  labor  in  its  execution.  It  consists  essentially  of  grind- 
ing the  oxide  in  the  fat. 

I  have  prepared  this  ointment  in  the  following  way.  which  accom- 
plishes the  same  results  by  far  less  labor,  the  great  desideratum  in  all 
formulas : 

Rub  the  zinc  oxide  in  a  wedgwood  or  unglazed  porcelain  mortar, 
with  ronfiiilerable  pressure,  until  as  finely  divided  as  possible ;  now 
add  gradually,  with  constant  trituration  and  pressure,  sufl^cient  sweet 
oil  of  almonds  to  form  a  smooth  paste ;  then  add  a  little  lard,  mix 
thoroughly  ;  then  add  balance. 

This  process  will  answer  for  all  ointments  containing  insoluble  sub- 
stances, and  for  all  ordinary  quantities.  I  have  always  succeeded 
with  it  in  making  smooth,  uniform  ointments. 
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While  on  the  subject  of  ointments,  I  will  say  a  few  words  about 

Ungt.  IIydrarg.  Oxidi  Rubri. — Every  pharmacist  has  heard, 
with  dismay,  on  some  very  busy  day,  a  call  for  ten  cents'  worth  of 
this  bete  noir.  A  short  time  ago  I  saw  in  one  of  our  journals  the  fol- 
lowing formula : 

1^.     Olei  Rioini,         ....  ^vj, 

Ceras  albae,  ,  .  .  .  sij, 

Hydrarg.  Oxidi  Rubri,  .  .  •  3J« 

M.  ft.  ungt.  1.  a. 

This  makes  an  ointment  of  good  consistency,  and  keeps.  I  have 
some,  made  six  months  ago,  which  shows  no  signs  of  change,  being  as 
bright  as  when  first  made.  Rut  it  has  the  objection,  when  freshly 
prepared,  of  having,  in  a  considerable  degree,  the  unpleasant  odor  of 
castor  oil,  although  this  is  partially  lost  in  time;  but,  what  is  more 
objectionable,  it  has  the  irritating  properties  of  the  oil  when  applied 
to  delicate  parts,  as  the  eyelids.  To  obviate  this  I  substituted  olive 
oil  for  the  castor  oil,  but  not  with  satisfactory  results  ;  still  I  am  not 
able  to  state  positively  that  olive  oil,  entirely  free  from  rancidity, 
will  deoxidize  the  mercury,  as  I  have  some  doubts  about  the  oil  I 
used.  I  then  tried  sweet  oil  of  almonds ;  with  this  I  have  an  oint- 
ment, made  ten  weeks  ago,  which  has  as  yet  shown  no  signs  of  change. 
I  had  previously  tried  lard,  purified  by  different  methods,  also  adding 
a  few  drops  liq.  potassas,  as  remarked  in  the  U.  S.  Dispensatory ;  but 
in  each  case  there  was  a  reduction  of  the  oxide. 

New  York,  Jan.  16,  1873. 


Note. — Ointment  of  oxide  of  mercury,  made  with  yellow  wax  as 
directed  by  the  new  Pharmacopoeia,  will  keep  unaltered  for  several 
■weeks. — Ed.  Am.  Journ.  Pharm. 


GLEANINGS  FROM  THE  EUROPEAN  JOURNALS. 
By  THE  Editor. 

Resin  of  guaiacum  and  its  constituents  have  been  studied  by  E. 
Schacr  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  which  principle  has  the  property 
of  striking  the  well  known  blue  coloration  with  oxidizing  agents. 
The  action  of  simple  solvents  upon  the  crude  resin  cannot  clear  up 
this   question,  since  some  constituents,  though  insoluble  in  a  simple 


'0  Gleanings  fi-ain  the  Eumpean  Journals.   {^^fi^i\ 


187S. 


solvent  when  chemically  pure,  are  dissolved  to  a  greater  or  smaller 
extent  through  the  influence  of  other  constituents.  His  observations 
lead  him  to  the  conclusion  that  this  principle  is  guaiaconic  acid,  which 
is  present  in  the  crude  resin  to  the  amount  of  about  70  per  cent., 
while  guaiaresinic  acid,  of  which  the  resin  contains  10  per  cent.,  is 
not  colored  by  oxidizing  agents.  The  blue  color  produced  with  pure 
guaiaconic  acid  is  of  longer  duration  if  the  oxidizing  agents,  after 
parting  with  oxygen,  yield  bases  or  indifferent  compounds,  like  per- 
manganic and  ferric  acids,  the  peroxides  of  lead,  manganium,  silver, 
&c. ;  and  it  is  readily  changing,  if  the  oxidizing  agents  produce  acids, 
as  for  instance  chlorine,  bromine,  iodine,  ferric  and  auric  chlorides, 
&c.  A  molecular  change  in  the  constitution  of  this  acid  is  produced 
by  light,  particularly  by  the  direct  sunlight,  even  if  oxygen  is  care- 
fully excluded,  so  that  it  loses  its  property  of  turning  blue  with  oxi- 
dizers. This  shows  the  importance  of  carefully  preserving  a  solution 
of  guaiac  resin,  to  be  used  as  reagent,  from  the  influence  of  light  and 
air.  The  resin  prepared  from  the  wood  by  alcohol  under  exclusion  of 
light  and  air  is  more  sensitive,  and  yields  a  blue  color  of  greater  in- 
tensity and  purity  than  the  commercial  resin.  The  green  coloration 
assumed  by  the  wood  and  resin  on  exposure  is  due  to  the  presence  of 
yellow  coloring  matter  in  addition  to  guaiaconic  acid. —  WitUtein* 
Viert.  Schr.,  1873,  68-74, /rom  Sehweiz.  Wochenschr. 

Phosphorescence  of  orris  root. — X.  Landerer  has  observed  this  phe- 
nomenon repeatedly  on  digging  at  night  the  rhizome  of  Iris  florcntina ; 
it  occurred  in  the  form  of  luminous  spots. — Ibid.,  70. 

lodal  C^HIjOo,  discovered  by  Aime  more  than  30  years  ago,  which 
is  obtained  by  acting  upon  iodine  with  a  mixture  of  absolute  alcohol 
and  concentrated  nitric  acid,  is  recommended  by  Guyot  as  an  excel- 
lent anjesthetic,  in  doses  of  one  to  two  and  a  half  grams.  It  is  a 
colorless  oily  liquid,  resembling  chloral  in  odor  ;  boils  at  25°  C,  and 
is  decomposed  by  alkalies  into  iodoform  and  formic  acid. — Ibid.,  95, 
from  Journ.  de  Chini.  Med. 

JJesiccation  of  cfjg  albumen. — Stan.  Martin  recommends  the  follow- 
ing as  the  most  expeditious  method:  in  an  airy  room,  well  protected 
from  dust,  a  square  frame  is  placed  upon  two  chairs  or  suspended  by 
cord,  and  a  piece  of  linen  or  muslin  stretched  over  it,  on  which  a 
layer  of  egg  albumen  is  spread.     When  this  is    dry,  a  second,  third 
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and  even  fourth  layer  is  spread  on,  until  scales  several  millimeters  in 
thickness  arc  obtained.  In  drying,  the  albumen  detaches  itself  from 
the  fabric,  and  to  hasten  the  desiccation,  the  whole  may  be  exposed 
to  the  sun  under  a  cover  of  unglazed  black  material. — Jour,  de  Pharm. 
et  (?e  C/thn.,  Dec,  429. 

To  hide  the  hitter  taste  of  some  medicines,  like  quinia,  colocynth, 
aloes,  quassia,  kc,  L' Union  pharmaceutique,  1872,  Dec,  proposes 
to  keep  some  liquorice  in  the  mouth  after  taking  such  substances, 
when  the  bitter  taste  will  instantly  disappear.*  Liquorice  merely 
masks,  it  does  not  destroy  the  bitter  taste ;  its  action  is  analogous  to 
that  of  bitter  almonds  upon  musk,  and  of  anise  upon  valerian.  When 
musk  is  triturated  with  some  distilled  bitter  almond  water  the  musk 
■odor  disappears,  but  gradually  reappears  as  the  oil  of  bitter  almonds 
evaporates. 

A  new  falsification  of  ammoniac  is  reported  by  Ch.  Meniere,  who 
•observed  globular  pieces  of  translucent  quartz  varying  in  color  be- 
tween white,  yellow,  orange  and  reddish,  imbedded  in  the  gum  resin, 
so  as  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  a  handsome  article,  and  calculated 
to  deceive  unless  closely  inspected. — Ihid.,  p.  355. 

Solubility  of  quinia  salts  in  tvater  and  glycerin. — SchlagdenhaufFen 
"has  instituted  a  series  of  experiments  on  this  subject,  with  the  view  of 
obtaining  a  solution  sufficiently  concentrated  for  subcutaneous  injec- 
tion ;  one  part  of  some  salts  requires  for  solution  at  the  temperature 
stated,  the  following  parts  of 

Distilled  water.  Glycerin. 

Degrees  C.   100      50    40      15    12         0      100    65    40    35    10      0 


Sulphate,  25  120  — 300         4  10  20 40 

Hydrochlorate,    4 —  22     24  2  to  3  parts. 

Butyrate,  13     —  55  105  —  130         4 7  15  17 

Some  of  the  glycerin  solutions  when  rapidly  cooled  to  0°  C,  re- 
main clear  for  a  longer  time  than  by  slow  cooling  to  15°  C. ;  this 
«upersaturation  affords  a  means  for  using  the  solutions  hypodermi- 
«ally.     When  cooled  slowly  to  15°  C,  glycerin  solutions  containing 

•Liquorice  has  been  long  in  nse  for  masking  the  bitter  and  also  the  nauseoui 
saline  taste  of  certain  medicines. — Editor  Aubr.  Jocr.  Phabu. 
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8  per  cent,  of  sulphate  of  quinia  may  be  employed  for    1  day. 

25       "           ''    hyposulphite     "            "             ''         "  4  days. 

38       *'           *•    hydrochlorate  "            *'             "         '*  16  hours^ 

60       *'           "    formiate            "            "             "         "  8      " 

25       "           ''    acetate               "            "             "         "  10      " 

50       "           "    sulphovinate      "            "              "          "  11*      " 

60       "           "    lactate                ''            "             ''         "  1  day. 

33       "           "    tannate              "            "             "         "  3  days. 

If  these  solutions  are  kept  at  a  temperature  of  30°  C.  they  re- 
main limped  for  8  to  15  days. — Ibid.,  359-364. 

To  detect  ati  adinixture  of  alcohol  in  volatile  oils,  11.  Boettger  re- 
commends to  agitate  the  suspected  volatile  oil  in  a  graduated  tube^ 
with  an  equal  bulk  of  pure  glycerin,  spec,  gravity  1"25,  which  is 
readily  soluble  in  alcohol,  but  does  not  combine  with  the  volatile  oiL 
The  diminution  in  volume  of  the  latter  indicates  the  amount  of  the 
admi.xture. — Chem.  Centr.  BL,  1872,  No.  47,/ro7n  Jahresb.  d.  pkr/s.. 
Ver.  zu  Frankfurt. 

Constituents  of  sweet  almonds. — Professor  Ludwig  communicates 
the  results  of  an  investigation  made  in  the  laboratory  at  Jena  by  E. 
Scheitz,  in  1865,  who  found  besides  fixed  oil,  albuminous  compounds^ 
emulsin  and  cellulose,  also  glucose,  a  chromogen  glucoside  (yellow 
becoming  cherry  red  with  alkalies),  small  quantities  of  amygdalin  and 
tannin  which  reacts  green  with  iron  and  is  doubtless  contained  in  the 
outer  integuments. — Archiv  d.  Pharm.,  1872,  iVov.,  420-423. 

Estimation  of  camphor  in  alcoholic  liquids. — Hager  distils  the  liquid 
in  a  water-bath,  the  distilled  alcohol  containing  the  greater  part  of 
the  camphor,  is  mixed  with  an  equal  volume  of  water  and  agitated 
with  one-tenth  volume  of  bisulphide  of  carbon.  After  separation,  a 
portion  of  the  hydroalcoholic  liquid  is  returned  to  the  flask  and  re- 
distilled from  a  glycerin  bath  at  110°  C.  The  distillate  contains  all 
the  camphor,  is  added  to  remaining  mixture  and  bisulphide  of  carbon, 
mixed  with  more  water  and  twice  agitated  with  carbon  bisulphide. 
The  latter  solvent  has  taken  up  all  the  camphor  and  volatile  oils  if 
present.  This  solution  is  evaporated  spontaneously  in  a  tared  glass 
dish  with  straight  sides  at  an  atmospheric  temperature  not  exceeding 
15°  C,  the  temperature  of  the  dish  being  lowered  by  the  evaporation 
to  6  to  10°,  preventing   the  evaporation  of  the  camphor  almost  com- 
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pletely,  while  the  volatile  oils  evaporate  freely.  Should  a  larger 
quantity  of  volatile  oils  be  present,  the  residue  must  be  again  treated 
with  carbon  bisulphide  in  the  same  manner,  until  a  solid  residue  is 
left,  when  it  is  immediately  weighed.  In  the  presence  of  oil  of  lav- 
ender, and  particularly  of  rosemary,  the  camphor  is  obtained  in 
prisms. — Pharm.  Centr.  Halle,  1872,  No.  50. 

Indelible  ivritiny  ink  is  obtained  by  adding  to  ordinary  ink  some 
ferrocyanide  of  potassium.  The  use  of  acids  for  removing  the  ink» 
causes  the  formation  of  Prussian  blue. — Pharm.  Zeitung,  1872,  No^ 
104. 


ON  A  NEW  ANESTHETIC  OBTAINED  FROM  CHLORIDE  OF 

CARBON.* 
By  mm..  Hardy  and  Dumontpalier. 

Chloride  of  carbon  unites  in  definite  proportions  with  alcohol,  and 
furnishes  a  liquid  which  boils  at  a  fixed  temperature,  and  possesses 
strong  anaesthetic  properties.  To  obtain  it,  30-8  parts  of  chloride  of 
carbon  are  mixed  with  4-G  parts  of  alcohol,  the  mixture  distilled,  and 
the  portion  collected  which  boils  at  'o^S'^  C. 

It  is  a  colorless,  transparent,  mobile  liquid,  of  an  agreeable  odor, 
and  a  density  of  1-41:  at  13°  C.  and  at  a  pressure  of  0*755.  Its 
boiling  point,  Q)'6°  C,  is  below  that  of  both  its  constituents,  chloride 
of  carbon  boiling  at  77°  and  alcohol  at  78*5°.  It  is  unalterable  in 
the  air,  volatilizes  slowly  and  burns  with  difiiculty,  the  flame  having 
a  green  margin.  It  is  decomposed  by  water,  sulphuric  and  hydro- 
chloric acids,  chloride  of  carbon  being  deposited.  Aided  by  a  mode- 
rate heat,  nitric  acid  attacks  it  briskly,  with  the  disengagement  of 
red  fumes  and  the  separation  of  chloride  of  carbon,  while  the  super- 
natant liquid  yields  oxalic  acid. 

Analysis  leads  to  the  formula  2CCl4,C2U60.  Its  density,  however,, 
which  in  two  experiments  was  found  to  be  4*2  and  4*1,  does  not  cor- 
respond with  the  theoretical  density  required  by  this  formula. 
Whether  it  be  regarded  as  a  compound,  or  as  a  mixture,  it  is  curious 
that  it  has  a  fixed  boiling  point,  and  all  the  physical  appearances  of  a 
body  of  definite  composition.  Other  analogous  cases  are  known 
which  have  not  yet  been  interpreted. 

It  acts  as  an  anaesthetic,  for  which  purpose  its  ethereal  odor  and 

*  Translated  from  Jooraal  de  Pharmacie  et  de  Chimie,  1872,  Dec. 
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its  low  boiling  point  render  its  application  easy.  Experiments  were 
uiatle  with  a  dog  of  medium  size  ;  the  mouth  was  kept  closed,  the 
inhalation  took  place  from  a  sponge  through  the  nostrils  so  that  a 
certain  quantity  of  air  was  likewise  allowed  to  enter ;  15  grms.,  in 
three  portions,  were  sufficient.  Comparative  experiments,  made  upon 
the  same  dog,  in  intervals  of  several  days,  with  chloride  of  carbon 
and  with  chloroform,  in  uniform  doses  of  15  grams,  lead  the  authors 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  last  two  liquids  act  with  greater  intensity 
than  the  new  substance,  which,  however,  should  be  used  with  the 
greatest  care  in  experimenting  upon  human  subjects. — Bull.  Therap. 


DISPENSING  NOTE  ON  CHLORAL  HYDRATE.* 
By  J.  G.  Pi.UMKK. 

There  have  been  many  suggestions  put  forwajd  respecting  the  dis- 
pensing and  dose  of  chloral  hydrate.  It  was  first,  I  believe,  intro- 
duced on  the  Continent,  and  has  been  given  there  in  doses  consisting 
of  only  five  grains,  principally  combined  with  simple  syrup  and  dis- 
tilled water.  But  in  England  it  is  given  in  doses  ranging  from  five 
to  fifteen  or  twenty  grains,  either  in  the  form  of  draught,  syrup  or 
mixture.  It  is  generally  prescribed  in  the  form  of  a  syrup  ;  tolu  and 
other  flavoring  adjuncts  being  employed  to  disguise  the  taste.  In  my 
opinion  the  Syrupus  Flor.  Aurantii,  P.B,,  is  the  best  form  of  combi- 
nation with  which  it  can  be  used.  It  seems  most  effectually  to  avoid 
the  sickly  feeling  created  by  the  chloral  hydrate ;  I  venture  to  sug- 
gest the  employment  of  a  concentrated  solution  which  may  prove  con- 
venient. I  find  that  one  fluid  drachm  of  solution  made  with  distilled 
'Water  may  contain  so  large  a  quantity  as  one  drachm  by  weight  of  the 
chloral  hydrate.  I  therefore  use  this  formula  : — 
B. 

Chloral.  Ilydrat.    ...         3  j. 

Aquoc  destillat.        .          .  .  q,  s.  ad  fl.  o  j- 

About  five  drachms  of  aqua  destillata  arc  found  necessary,  and  the 
result  is  satisfactory.  Hence  in  a  prescription  ordering  3  ij  chloral 
hydrate,  two  drachms  of  the  concentrated  solution  will  be  wanted. 
The  convenient  applications  of  this  liquor  will  be  obvious.  Syrup  of 
chloral  hydrate  in  any  combination  may  be  instantaneously  prepared. 

*  Read  at  the  Evening  Meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  December  4,  1872. 
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Thus  :— 

R. 

Liq.  Chloral  llvdrat.          .  .  "L  80. 

Syrup.  Flor,  Aurant.         .  .  ^  iv. 

Syrup.  Simplicis         .         .  .  3  iv. 

The  resulting  syrup  will  contain  ten  grains  of  chloral  hydrate  to 
tlie  drachm.  Should  a  colored  syrup  be  desired,  as  is  frequently  the 
<;ase,  then  the  following  formula  may  be  substituted  : — 

B. 

Syrup.  Rhoeados       .         .         .         3  ss. 

Liq.  Chloral.  Hydrat.        .          .       nj.  80. 

Syrup.  Flor.  Aurant.  .  .      adoj. 

Or, 

Liq.  Chloral.  Hydrat.        .          .       nt  80. 

Tinct.  Cocci.  .         .         •        "L  ij- 

Syrup.  Flor.  Aurant.  .  .  adgj. 
An  anodyne  draught  cf  any  requisite  strength  maybe  expeditiously 
^prepared ;  and  the  solution  has  this  advantage,  that  although  in  so 
highly  concentrated  a  state,  it  will  keep  without  decomposition  any 
reasonable  amount  of  time. — Lond.  Pharm.  Joum.  and  Trans.,  Dec, 
7,  1872. 


THE  DECOMPOSITION  OF  HYDRATE  OF  CHLORAL.* 
By  M.  Btasson. 

Former  investigations  of  the  author  have  led  him  to  the  conclusion 
•xhat  the  physiological  action  of  hydrate  of  chloral  is  not  the  same  a» 
that  of  chloroform  introduced  slowly  into  the  system,  but  that  it  is  the 
joint  result  of  the  chloroform  and  the  formic  acid  produced  under  the 
influence  of  the  alkalinity  of  the  blood. f  lie  has  also,  shown  that 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  combines  with  anhydrous  chloral  to  form  a 
sulrhydrate  analogous  to  the  hydrate,  and  like  it  having  soporific 
properties. I 

In  the  decomposition  of  oxalic  acid  by  glycerin,  M.  Byasson,  by  re- 
|>lacing  the  water  by  alcohol,  has  etherified  directly  the  formic  acid, 
■and  thus  obtained  formic  ether  by  a  new  process.     He  was  also  in- 

*  Abstracted  from  "  Comptes  Rendus,"  vol.  Ixxv,  p.  1628. 

t  Pharm.  Journ.  [3]  II,  p.  484.     Amer.  Jour.  Pharm.,  1872,  p.  34. 

X  Ibid.,  p.  1045.     Ibid.,  1872,  p.  357. 
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daced  to  experiment  whether  hydrate  of  chloral,  which  contains  the 
elements  of  chloroform  and  formic  acid, 

CJICIjO,  ILO  '-=  CHCl,  +  CHA 
could  be  decomposed  into  those  two  bodies  without  the  intervention  of 
alkalies.  The  following  experiment,  repeated  several  times,  always 
yielded  concordant  results  : — If  hydrate  of  chloral  be  dissolved  in  five 
times  its  weight  of  syrupy  glycerin,  and  the  mixture  heated  in  a  retort 
furnished  with  a  receiver,  at  about  110°  C,  a  regular  action  is  estab- 
lished which  continues  up  t<>  about  230°  ;  at  this  temperature  the  gly- 
cerin is  strongly  colored,  and  becomes  thick,  and  it  is  advisable  to 
stop  the  operation  so  as  not  to  complicate  the  results.  The  product 
condensed  in  the  receiver  is  liquid,  and  separates  into  two  layers;  the 
underneath  layer  consists  of  chloroform,  the  upper  one  contains  formic 
acid,  hydrochloric  acid,  formate  of  allyl,  and  hydrate  of  chloral  dis- 
solved in  water.  The  proportion  of  chloroform  produced  as  the  mean 
of  three  operations,  was  ol  per  cent,  of  the  hydrate  of  chloral.  The- 
formation  of  the  formate  of  allyl  is  secondary,  as  also  that  of  the  hy- 
drochloric acid.  These  two  bodies  are  relatively  in  small  quantity, 
and  proceed,  the  first  from  the  decomposition  of  glycerin  under  the 
influence  of  heat  and  nascent  formic  acid ;  the  second  from  the  de- 
composition of  chloroform.  In  order  to  obtain  the  above  results  it  i& 
important  to  use  syrupy  glycerin  ;  if  water  be  added,  the  greater  part 
of  the  hydrate  of  chloral  distils  over  without  being  decomposed. — 
Lond.  Pharm.  Journ.  and  Trans.,  Jan.  4,  1873. 


ON  TlIK  PHYSIOLOGICAL  AND  THERAPEUTICAL  PROPERTIES 
OF  THE  DIFFERENT  IMMEDIATE   PRINCIPLES  OF  OPIUM. 

By  Dr.  Babuteau. 
In  a  long  and  interesting  series  of  researches  Dr.  Rabuteau  hafi 
extended  the-investigations  of  Claude  Bernard  upon  the  physiological 
and  therapeutical  properties  of  the  constituents  of  opium.  Dr.  Rabu- 
teau has  examined  these  properties,  not  only  as  they  affect  the  lower 
animals,  but  also  the  human  subject,  and  he  has,  moreover,  consid- 
ered the  alkaloids  of  opium  in  relation  to  thoir  ayiodyne  and  anexo^ 
motic  effects.  [By  the  word  anerosmotic  Dr.  Rabuteau  indicates  the 
property  of  preventing  the  flow  of  liquid  through  the  intestinal  wall? 
into  the  intestinal  canal. — Reporter.]  lie  has  specially  examined 
these  two  effects,  because  opium  is  very  frequently  employed  to  allay 
pain  and  to  arrest  diarrhoc;i ;   and  he  has  not  only  examined  the  pro- 
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perties  of  the  alkaloids  of  opium,  but  also  those  of  the  other  constitu- 
ents, such  as  meconic  acid,  meconin,  etc.  It  is  already  well  known 
that  the  activity  of  the  immediate  principles  of  opium  is  not  the  same 
in  each;  but  Dr.  llabuteau  show.-j,  besides,  a  fact  which  was  not  previ- 
ously known,  namely,  that  the  order  of  activity  of  these  same  principles 
is  not  the  same  in  man  and  in  the  lower  animals.  He  also  demon- 
strates, by  the  evidence  afforded  by  his  own  experiments  as  well  as 
by  those  of  his  predecessors,  the  principles  of  opium  which  cause 
sleep  in  the  human  subject,  those  which  allay  pain,  those  which  ar- 
rest diarrhoea,  and,  lastly,  those  which  act  upon  the  system  in  a  more 
energetic  and  dangerous  manner  when  given  in  large  doses.  The 
principles  which  have  been  discovered  in  opium,  and  the  order  in 
which  they  are  described  by  Dr.  Rabuteau,  are  as  follows  : — Basic 
principhs. — Thebaina,  papaverina,  narcotina,  codeia,  narceina,  mor- 
phia, opiania,  porphyro.xin,  pseudo-morphia.  Other  principles. — Me- 
conic acid,  meconin^  water,  caoutchouc,  resin,  fatty  matter,  gum, 
mucilage  and  extractive  matters. 

The  following  are  among  the  more  important  results  of  Dr.  Rabvi- 

teau's    researches    on   these   substances : Thebaina    produces,    in 

the  lower  animals,  violent  convulsions,  similar  to  those  caused  by 
strychnia,  but  in  man  it  is  far  less  poisonous  than  the  latter  alkaloid. 
In  order  to  ascertain  the  anexosmotic  properties  of  this  and  other 
principles.  Dr.  Rabuteau  drew  out  from  an  aperture  made  in  the  ab- 
dominal walls  of  certain  animals  a  knuckle  of  intestine,  into  which, 
after  tying  it,  a  solution  of  sulphate  of  soda  was  introduced,  and  then 
the  intestine,  tied  at  both  ends,  was  returned  into  the  abdomen,  the 
animal  having  previously  had  a  solution  of  the  thebaina  injected  under 
the  skin.  In  the  case  of  this  alkaloid  the  portion  of  intestine  was 
examined  after  the  death  of  the  animal,  and  was  found  to  contain  a 
large  quantity  of  fluid.  Thebaina,  therefore,  does  not  counteract  the 
effect  of  purgatives,  or,  in  other  words,  is  not  anexosmotic,  and,  con- 
sequently, is  not  an  opiate  preparation  which  produces  constipation, 
or  arrests  diarrhoea.  Dr.  Rabuteau  thus  summarises  the  properties 
of  thebaina  : — It  produces  convulsions,  and  is  poisonous  in  the  lower 
animals,  but  is  less  active  than  strychnia ;  it  is  not  very  poisonous  in 
man ;  it  does  not  prevent  the  exosmotic  currents  of  the  intestine ;  it 
is  not  soporific,  but  it  increases  the  anaesthetic  effect  of  chloroform ; 
and  it  is  anodyne. 

As  it  is  impossible,  from  want  of  space,  to  specify  the   researches 
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made  by  Dr.  Rabuteau  on  each  constituent  of  opium,  we  can  only  giv^- 
his  results,  which  are  chiefly  as  follows  : — Papaverina  is  much  less- 
active  than  thebaina,  and  produces  hardly  any  effect  when  adminis- 
tered in  moderate  doses  to  the  lower  animals,  but  in  lar;:ie  doses  it 
produces  convulsions  in  frogs.  In  the  case  of  the  human  subject  it 
possesses  but  little  activity  in  rather  large  doses,  as,  for  instance^ 
twenty  centigrammes (,-(/<)  of  a  gramme,  about  fifteen  grains  being  about 
equivalent  to  a  gramme);  but  in  larger  doses  it  is  poisonous,  and 
causes  convulsions  ;  it  does  not  arrest  diarrhoea,  or,  in  other  words^ 
it  is  not  anexosmotic  ;  it  is  not  soporific,  but  it  assists  the  ansesthetie- 
action  of  chloroform.  Narcotina. — With  regard  to  this  principle,  Dr^ 
Rabuteau  confirms  the  results  of  previous  observers  as  to  its  nega- 
tive characters.  Codeia  is  more  poisonous  to  man  than  thebaina,, 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  according  to  the  experiments  of  Claude  Ber- 
nard and  Dr.  Rabuteau,  thebaina  is  the  more  poisonous  to  the  lower 
animals.  Codeia  is  dangerous  to  man  in  large  doses,  it  is  very  slightljr 
soporific,  very  slighth'  anodyne,  and  is  not  anexosmotic,  and,  there- 
fore, is  useless  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  Narceina^  according  to 
Claude  Bernard,  is  the  most  soporific  of  the  bases  of  opium,  and  i?- 
less  poisonous  than  thebaina,  codeia  and  papaverina  ;  but  Dr.  Rabur- 
teau,  from  his  more  recent  researches,  thinks  that  although  nareei-ns'^ 
is  more  soporific  in  dogs  than  morphia,  yet  that  in  the  human  subjeot- 
morphia  is  superior  in  this  respect.  Narceina  augments  the  action  o& 
chloroform,  and  it  is  anodyne  and  anexosmotic.  Morphia  is  the  mo8> 
poisonous  and  the  most  soporific  of  the  principles  of  opium  in  man^ 
but  it  is  also  the  most  anexosmotic,  as  has  been  proved  by  experi- 
ments similar  to  those  related  in  connection  with  the  properties  of" 
thebaina.  It  is  also  anodyne,  as  is  well  known,  but  it  presents  this 
inconvenience,  that  it  deranges  the  system  by  causing  loss  of  appe- 
tite, nausea  and  vomiting.  The  other  principles  of  opium  are  of  so 
little  importance  in  medical  practice  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to 
them  in  detail. 

Dr.  Rabuteau  concludes  his  paper  with  some  observations  on  the 
simultaneous  action  of  chloroform  and  the  alkaloids  of  opium.  It  haS' 
been  found  that  the  lower  animals  were  much  less  sensible  to  pain) 
when  they  were  subjected  to  the  influence  of  chloroform  and  also  the- 
opiate  preparations  ;  thus,  in  cases  where  both  agents  were  adminis- 
tered, the  insensibility  to  pain  remained,  even  when  the  chloroform, 
was  no  long'T  administered,  and  yet  the  animals  did  not  sleep.     The 
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alkaloids  of  opium,  therefore,  generally  continue  the  anodyne  action 
of  chloroform,  although  they  are  not  at  all  soporific,  but  they  almost 
all  possess  the  property  of  diminishing  sensibility.  Claude  Bernard 
and  Nussbaum  have  found  that  when  an  opiate  subcutaneous  injection 
was  performed  in  certain  cases  of  operation  on  the  human  subject,, 
and  chloroform  was  subsequently  given,  the  patient  did  not  awake  as 
usual,  but  continued  to  sleep,  and  during  this  sleep  there  was  insensi- 
bility to  punctures,  incisions,  and  even  the  actual  cautery.  Dr.  Rabu- 
teau,  therefore,  thinks  that  insensibility  might  be  obtained  with  greater 
certainty  and  safety  by  the  combined  administration  of  a  solution  of 
chloroform  and  an  opiate,  than  by  giving  either  agent  alone. — Amer^ 
Journ.  of  Med.  Sciences,  Jan.,  1873  ;  Brit,  and  For.  Med.-Chir.  Rev.^ 
Oct.,  1872,  from  Gazette  Eebdomadaire,  April  and  May,  1872. 


RESEARCHES   ON  TBE    POLYMERIDES   OF  MORPHIA  AND 
THEIR  DERIVATIVES. 

By  E.  LuDWiG  Mayek  and  C.  R.  A.  Wright,  D.  Sc. 

Before  the  London  Chemical  Society  a  memoir  of  the  above  title- 
was  read  by  Dr.  "Wright,  and  illustrated  with  specimens  of  many  of 
the  substances  mentioned.  The  memoir  consisted  of  several  papers,, 
the  first  being  on  the  action  of  zinc  chloride  on  morphia.  At  low 
temperatures,  and  with  concentrated  solutions  of  the  zinc  salt,  tetra- 
po-dimorphia  (apomorphia)  appears  to  be  the  principal  product,  but 
at  higher  temperatures  and  with  the  addition  of  strong  hydrochloric 
acid  a  *'  tetra  "  polymeride  of  apo-morphia  is  formed,  which  may  be 
called  octapo-tetramorphia.  The  principal  results  enumerated  in  the 
second  paper,  "  On  the  Action  of  Hydrochloric  Acid  on  Morphia,'* 
are  that  besides  apo-morphia  mixtures  of  three  bases  are  produced 
which  may  be  written  iJf-fSHCl,  ilZ+^HCl— HjjO  and  il/4HCl— 
2II2O,  where  M  stands  for  morphia,  C^II^NjOg.  The  action  of  sul- 
phuric acid  on  morphia  appears  generally  to  yield  polymerides  with- 
out abstraction  of  water,  the  principal  products  being  the  sulphates 
of  trimorphia,  CiojHu^NgOig,  and  tetra-morphia  Ci3gHi52N80^.  The 
authors  also  describe  the  results  of  the  action  of  hydrochloric  acid 
on  trimorphia  and  tetra-morphia  and  state  the  physiological  action  of 
the  various  bases,  concluding  with  a  table  of  the  names,  formulae, 
&c.,  of  no  less  than  nineteen  derivatives  of  morphia. 

The  Chairman  in  thanking  the  authors  for  laying  before  them  the 


80  Tlie  Extracts  containing  GMorophyU.    { ^^v,""; f"""" 

results  of  their  elaborate  researches,  alluded  to  the  wide  field  which 
they  embraced,  offering  various  interesting  points  for  discussion. 

Mr.  Pkosjean  remarked  that  the  subject  was  certainly  a  large  one, 
and  already  sufficiently  bewildering,  so  that  he  must  protest  against 
the  use  of  some  of  the  names  which  the  authors  had  employed,  more 
especially  the  introduction  of  prepositions  into  them.  Some  of  the 
old  names  were  certainly  un wieldly  enough,  but  he  preferred  them  to 
such  terms  as  apomorphia,  in  which  there  was  nothing  to  signify  that 
it  was  derived  from  morphia  by  the  abstraction  of  water.  It  might 
equally  mean  that  anything  else  was  taken  away. 

Dr.  Wrioiit  replied  that  the  title  was  first  employed  by  the  late 
Dr.  Matthicssen  to  signify  that  the  substance  was  a  derivative  from 
morphia,  and  that  it  had  now  become  a  conventional  term  to  signify 
the  abstraction  of  water,  and  was  certainly  less  a  misnomer  than  such 
names  as  oxygen. 

Mr.  Vernon  Harcourt  certainly  thought  that  there  was  no  reason 
for  the  introduction  of  prepositions  into  chemical  names  without  any 
consideration  of  the  fitness  of  the  term.  The  prefix  "  apo "  cer- 
tainly gave  no  indication  that  the  substance  was  a  derivative  formed 
by  the  abstraction  of  water. — Chem.  News,  Lond.,  Dec.  27,  1872. 


THE  EXTRACTS  CONTALNING  CHLOROPHYLL.* 
By  J,  B.  Barnes. 

In  the  last  London  Pharmacopoeia  it  is  directed  that  the  extracts 
of  aconite,  belladonna,  hemlock,  henbane,  and  lettuce,  are  to  be  pre- 
pared by  evaporating  the  juice  of  the  leaves  unstrained  to  a  proper 
consistence. 

The  British  Pharmacopoeia  directs  the  juice  to  be  heated  to  130°  F. 
*'  Separate  the  green  coloring  matter  upon  a  calico  filter ;  heat  the 
strained  liquor  to  200°  F.  to  coagulate  the  albumen,  and  again  filter ; 
evaporate  the  filtrate  by  means  of  a  water-bath  to  the  consistence  of 
thin  syrup  :  and  then  add  to  it  the  green  coloring  matter  previously 
separated,  and  stirring  the  whole  together  assiduously,  continue  the 
evaporation  at  a  temperature  not  exceeding  140°  F.,  until  the  extract 
is  of  a  proper  consistence." 

•  Read  at  the  Evening  Meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ghwat 
Britain,  December  4,  1872. 
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This  is  an  improvement  upon  the  old  method,  for  the  presence  of 
the  albumen  not  unfrcquently  set  up  fermentation,  nitrous  acid  waa 
evolved,  and  nitrites  and  nitrates  formed  in  the  extracts,  probably  at 
the  expense  of  the  active  principles. 

With  the  view  of  ascertaining  if  any  further  improvement  can  be 
effected  in  these  preparations,  I  have  made  a  series  of  weighings  of 
the  insoluble  coloring  matter  contained  in  different  samples  of  these 
extracts,  obtained  from  some  of  the  principal  pharmaceutical  estab- 
lishments in  London.     The  results  are  as  follows  : — 


EXTRACT  OF  ACONITE. 


Quantity 
employed. 


Amount  of  Chlorophyll 
obtained. 


Samples. 

No.  1  .  .  100  grains  .  .  1-5  grains. 

No.  2  .  .  100  grains         .  .         4-     grains. 

No.  3          .  .  100  grains         .  .         4*     grains. 

No.  1  was  of  the  consistence  of  thick  treacle,  the  filtration  went  on 
rapidly  and  satisfactorily,  but  Nos.  2  and  3  took  some  days  to  filter, 
and  it  was  found  that  when  warm  water  was  employed  in  washing  out 
the  extract,  the  filtrate  on  cooling  became  turbid  ;  consequently 
weighings  were  made  of  the  insoluble  matter  which  had  been  washed 
•with  cold  distilled  water ;  they  were  both  firm  enough  to  roll  into 
pills. 

EXTRACT  OF  BELLADONNA. 

Quantity 
employed. 

100  grains 
100  grains 
100  grains 
100  grains 

All  these  were  good  firm  extracts. 

EXTRACT   OF  HEMLOCK. 


Samples. 

No.  1 
No.  2 
No.  3 
No.  4 


Amount  of  Chlorophyll 
obtained. 

14  grains. 

17  grains. 

18  grains. 
15'5  grains. 


Samples. 

Quantity 

A.mount  o 

r  Chlorop 

hyll 

employed. 

obtained. 

No. 

1 

100  grains 

14 

grains. 

No. 

2 

100  grains 

J) 

grains. 

No. 

8 

100  grains 

16 

grains. 

No. 

4 

100  grains 

J5 

grains- 

No. 

5 

100  grains 

8 

grains. 

Nos.  1 
ft. 

2   3 

5     -'J     '-'l 

and  4 

,  were  tolerably  firm, 
6 

but 

No. 

5  was  unusually 
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EXTRACT  OF  HENBANE. 

Quantity  Aniouut  of  Chlorophyll 

Samples.  employed.  obtained. 

No.   1          .  .  100  grains         .  .  16  grains. 

No.   2          .  .  100  i^rains         .  .  11*5  grains. 

No.  o  .  .  100  grains  .  .  18*5  grains. 

No.  4          .  .  100  grains         .  .  14  grains. 

The  consistence  of  the  samples  was  good. 

EXTRACT  OF  WILD  LETTUCE. 

Quantity  Amount  of  Chlorophyll 

Samples.  employed.  obtained. 

No.   1  .          .  100  grains         .  .  13  grains. 

No.   2          .  .          100  grains         .  .  1  grain. 

No.   3          .  .  100  grains         .  .  1  grain. 

No.  4         .         .         100  grains         .         .  9-6  grains. 

Nos.  1  and  4  were  tolerably  firm,  but  Nos.  2  and  3  were  of  the 
consistence  of  thick  treacle. 

In  these  experiments,  excepting  Nos.  2  and  3  of  extract  of  aconite, 
the  coloring  matter  was  separated  bj  dissolving  the  extracts  in  hot 
distilled  water  ;  transferred  to  tared  filters,  they  were  washed  with 
warm  distilled  water  until  the  latter  passed  through  colorless  ;  the 
chlorophyll  was  then  dried  in  an  air  bath  at  100  C,  until  the  weight 
became  constant.  The  insoluble  matter  in  some  samples  of  extracts 
of  aconite  and  lettuce  was  very  small,  amounting  to  only  one  and  one 
and  a  half  per  cent.,  and  in  extract  of  lettuce  was  not  green  but 
brown ;  whether  this  change  is  due  to  age  or  not  I  am  unable  to  say. 
From  these  varying  results  it  is  clear  that  extracts  containing  the 
coloring  matter  are  not  of  anything  like  uniform  strength  ;  so  much 
80  is  it  the  case  that  I  venture  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  Society 
in  the  hope  that  discussion  will  elicit  opinion  as  to  the  desirability  or 
otherwise  of  eliminating  this  cause  of  varying  strength  in  prepara- 
tions, which  it  is  so  very  desirable  should  be  of  constant  and  unvary- 
ing strength. 

Dr.  Ilarley*  has  shown  how  valueless  the  extract  of  hemlock  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  is,  and  the  value  he  attaches  to  the  preserved  juice. 
It  is  evident  from  his  experiments  that  the  prolonged  application  of 
heat  employed  to  evaporate  the  juice  to  the  consistence  of  an  extract, 
dissipates  so  much  of  the  active  principle,  conia,  that  very  little  of  it 

*  *'  On  the  Preparation  of  Extract  of  Coniam  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia, 
1864  and  1867,"  Phabm.  Journ.,  Vol.  VIII,  1866-67.  Amer.  Journ.  Pbann., 
1867,  266,  Ac. 
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remains  in  the  extract.  It  is  not  improbable  that  some  loss  of  alka- 
loid takes  place  in  the  preparation  of  extract  of  henbane;  and  it  is 
most  desirable  that  after  coagulating  and  separating  the  albumen,  the 
evaporation  should  be  carried  on  at  the  lowest  temperature  possible. 
As  far  as  my  experience  goes  I  think  that  a  temperature  not  exceed- 
ing 120°  F.  should  be  used,  and  that  the  evaporation  of  the  juice 
should  be  tffocted  in  shallow  evaporating  pans  exposed  to  a  current  of 
dry  air,  until  the  proper  consistence  is  obtained. 

It  is  undoubtedly  established  that  the  action  of  aconitia,  atropia, 
and  conia  are  identical  with  the  medicinal  properties  of  the  plants 
from  which  they  are  extracted  ;  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  hyos- 
cyamia  will  be  found  to  possess  the  properties  of  henbane  in  the  high- 
est degree. 

The  objections  which  1  anticipate  will  be  offered  to  any  alteration 
in  the  preparation  of  these  substances,  is  the  absence  of  the  accus- 
tomed color,  the  increased  strength,  and  possibly  the  greater  deli- 
quescence. 

My  answer  to  the  first  objection  is  that  in  the  case  of  these  so-called 
green  extracts,  it  is  not  so  very  easy  to  distinguish  between  one  and 
another,  as  exemplified  by  tiie  answers  of  the  candidates  who  come  up 
for  examination  in  pharmacy.  I  venture  to  state  that  it  will  not  be 
more  difficult  to  distinguish  these  proposed  pur'ifi(i(l  exttacfs  than  it  is 
with  those  already  in  use,  for,  although  the  color  will  be  different, 
their  characteristic  odors  will  be  retained. 

To  the  next  objection,  tliat  of  increased  strength,  any  inconve- 
nience which  might  arise  from  that  source  will  be  more  than  counter- 
balanced by  the  very  important  consideration  of  uniformity  of  strength 
of  these  preparations  ;  and  in  order  to  facilitate  the  use  of  these  j^ure 
extracts  I  might  be  allowed  to  suggest  their  employment  in  the  form 
of  liquid  extracts  ;  hemlock,  however,  should  be  excluded  on  account 
of  the  volatile  nature  of  its  alkaloid. 

In  order  to  prepare  these  fluid  extracts,  it  will  be  necessary  to  con- 
tinue the  evaporation  until  reduced  to  dryness,  before  they  are  con- 
verted into  the  fluid  state,  and  of  course  the  addition  of  about  a  fourth 
part  of  rectified  spirit  will  be  required  to  preserve  them.  I  have  not 
made  ariy  of  these  solutions,  therefore  am  not  prepared  to  say  of  what 
strength  they  should  be  made. 

They  would  be  more  definite  in  strength  than  their  corresponding 
tinctures,  they  would  cost  less,  and  the  ease  with  which  they  could  be 
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prepared  would,  I  am  sure,  be  a  boon  to  the  j)harmacist  as  well  as  to 
the  medical  man. 

The  increased  tendency  of  these  extracts  to  deliijuosce  can  be  met 
by  making  them  firmer  than  those  in  use  at  present,  and  by  keeping 
them  in  pots  better  secured  than  those  commonly  used.  For  the  dis- 
pensing counter,  strong  glass  jars  with  ground-glass  lids,  would  be 
found  to  answer  well ;  and  when  made  into  pills,  the  apt  dispenser 
will  not  be  at  a  loss  to  protect  them  from  the  action  of  tho  air. — Jjuh. 
Pharm.  Joxirn.  and  Trans.y  Dec.  7,  1872. 


First  Annual  Report  of  the  Phannaceutical  Examining  Board  of 

Philadelphia. 

Phii.apei.I'iiia,  Jannaiy  1,  1ST3. 
To  His  Honor,  Wm.  S.  Stoki.ey,  Mat/or  of  Philailclphia, 

The  Pharmaceutical  Examining  Board  respectfully  report,  tliat  ilio  ukmu- 
bcrs  appointed  by  your  Donor  in  April  last,  in  accordance  with  the  "Act  to 
regulate  the  practice  of  pharmacy,  etc.,"  approved  April  4th,  187'2,  on  being 
duly  qualified  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  met  on  the  '29th 
of  April,  and  organized  by  the  CiCction  of  James  X  Marks  as  rresident,  Chas. 
L.  Eberle,  Treasurer,  and  James  T.  Shinn,  Secretary. 

Rules  and  by-laws  were  adopted,  and,  as  soon  as  the  necessary  book.s  and 
papers  could  be  prepared,  an  advertisement  was  inserted  in  niac  of  the  news- 
papers of  the  city. 

An  office  was  rented  and  opened  at  No.  723  Arch  street  on  May  2(>tli,  when 
the  Hoard  met  daily  until  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  fixed  by  law  for  the 
registration  of  upothecarics  and  retail  druggists  who  were  proprietors  of  stores 
on  April  4th,  1872. 

During  the  year  fifty  meetings  have  been  held  for  the  transaction  of  busine.-^s, 
and  r)04  applicants  for  registration  as  proprietors  received,  of  which  number 
492  were  approved  and  certificates  ordered  to  be  issued.  There  have  been  287 
applications  from  clerks,  of  whom  2.50  appeared  for  examination  as  to  compe- 
tency and  qualification.  Certificates  as  "  Qualified  Assistant"  were  granted  to 
185  of  the  applicants,  and  65  were  rejected  as  incompetent  to  be  left  in  charge 
of  a  store.  Since  the  passage  of  the  act  10  persons  not  graduates  in  pharmacy 
who  wished  to  open  retail  drug-stores  have  beon  examined  by  the  Board,  five 
of  whom  received  the  necessary  certificate  of  competency,  and  five  were 
rejected  as  not  possessing  the  r':'quisite  knowledge  and  qualifications. 

This  record  shows  that  of  the  number  applying  for  the  responsible  position 
of  proprietor  of  a  store,  where  the  most  deadly  poisons  were  to  be  dispensed, 
fifty  per  cent,  were  judged  by  the  Board  to  be  unfit  for  it,  and  that  only  seven- 
ty-four per  cent,  of  those  who  were  to  be  left  in  charge  during  the  absence  of 
the  proprietor  were  deemed  competent  for  the  post.  At  this  date  twenty-five 
proprietors  and  thirty  qualified  assistants  have  not  called  for  or  obtained  their' 
certificates,  although  duly  notified  to  do  so. 
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The  receipts  from  fees  have  barely  been  snfiBcient  to  meet  the  expenses,  and 
the  Board  regrets  the  inadequacy  ot  the  law  to  provide  the  means  for  prose- 
cuting those  who  violate  it.  No  cases  of  fraudulent  adulteration  of  medicines 
have  been  reported,  but  the  sale  of  medicines  has  been  continued  in  some  loca- 
lities by  grocers,  and  copies  of  the  law  have  been  sent  to  all  the  retail  grocers 
whose  names  appear  in  the  business  directory,  to  call  their  attention  to  the 
provisions  restricting  the  sale  of  poisons  and  medicinal  preparations  to  regis- 
tered pharmacists. 

The  act  was  framed  for  the  protection  of  the  public  from  the  dangers  incident 
to  the  dispensing  of  medicines  by  inexperienced  and  incompetent  persons,  and, 
although  bearing  heavily  on  some  apothecaries,  if  its  provisions  are  faithfully 
observed,  it  will,  undoubtedly,  in  time,  confine  responsible  business  to  properly 
educated  pharmacists,  and  materially  lessen  the  risk  of  accident. 

In  September  last  the  Board  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  by  death  of 
its  esteemed  member,  Edward  Parrish,  whose  talents  and  acquirements  in  his 
profession  made  him  a  most  efficient  oCScer,  and  whose  generous  impulses  and 
genial  manners  endeared  him  as  a  personal  friend  to  his  fellow-members. 

AlthoujTh  the  duties  devolving  upon  the  Board  have  been  exceedingly  one- 
rous, they  have  been  cheerfully  and  impartially  performed,  under  the  conviction 
that  they  were  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia;  and  we  would 
invoke  the  strong  support  of  an  approving  public  opinion,  and  the  cordial  co- 
operation of  yourself  and  the  officers  of  the  law. 

James  N.  Marks,  Charles  L.  Bberle, 

Robert  England,  H.  B.  Lippincott, 

James  T.  Shinn. 

Uinutfs  of  l^e  fbanraautical  Heelings. 

A  pharmaceutical  meeting  was  held  January  21st,  1873,  William  Mclntyre 
in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved,  without  alteration. 

The  Chairman  introduced  to  the  meeting  Dr.  Charles  H.  Thomas. 

Mr.  Remington  presented  samples  of  some  of  the  fluid  extracts  made  accord- 
ing to  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  ;  he  had  been  over  nearly  all  of  them,  and  desired 
to  give  his  experience  with  them  for  the  benefit  of  others.  He  found  in  several 
cases  that  the  quantity  of  menstruum  received  for  moistening  the  powder  was 
insufficient  for  this  purpose.  He  commented  on  several  of  the  individual  ex- 
tracts. Rhubarb,  of  which  a  sample  was  presented,  was  beautiful,  and  left 
nothing  to  be  desired,  having  the  characteristic  features  of  the  root.  Buchu 
was  also  of  very  superior  quality,  and  altogether  unexceptional.  Calumba,  so 
very  difficult  to  obtain  clear,  was  spoken  of,  being  almost  always  cloudy  when 
dilated.  Prof,  Maisch  suggested  that  the  precipitate  contains  a  considerable 
amount  of  berberina,  and  that  the  glycerin  recommended  in  this  fluid  extract 
tends  to  prevent  the  precipitation. 

In  the  case  of  colchicum  seed,  Mr.  Remington  did  not  think  the  menstruum 
tlrong  enough  to  dissolve  the  essential  oil  which  floats  upon  the  preparation, 
and  prefers  the  use  of  strong  alcohol  to  take  up  the  oil. 
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As  a  class,  the  preparations  contaiuing  alcohol  without  glycerio  were  con- 
sidered beautiful  preparations  and  representing  fully  the  medical  properties  of 
the  drugs  used. 

The  preparation  of  ergot  was  exhibited,  asd  presented  the  cbaracteristies 
fully,  having  the  odor  of  the  fresh  ergot.  His  experiments  with  ipecac  were  not 
•occessful ;  there  remained  a  considerable  amount  of  undissolved  resin  which 
glycerin  will  not  dissolve  ;  the  alcohol  seems  too  weak  to  dissolve  the  resin, 
and  the  finished  preparation  contains  one-half  glycerin.  Prof.  Maisch  had 
four  or  five  samples  perfectly  clear,  made  substantially  by  the  officinal  process. 
These  were  made  by  him.self,  the  heat  carefully  regulated,  not  above  140°  ;  the 
powder  should  not  be  finer  than  GO'".  In  this  preparation,  the  temperature  is 
of  great  importance. 

Mr.  Remington  said  that  the  ipecac  used  by  him  was  the  strongest  he  had 
ever  seen.  The  Huid  extract  of  wild  cherry  was  next  discussed,  as  being  made 
so  entirely  difi'ereut  from  the  process  directed  in  the  last  Pharmacopcpia,  being 
percolated  with  water  and  stronger  alcohol. 

Professor  Maisch  made  some  general  remarks  about  the  fluid  extracts  in  the 
Pharraacopa-ia,  stating  that  the  Committee  endeavored  to  make  these  formula; 
as  simple  as  possible,  that  they  might  be  understood  by  the  student  and  those 
of  little  experience  in  the  business.  The  processes  were  general  ones,  and 
were  found  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  profession,  based  on  the  experience 
of  those  best  acquainted  with  the  subject.  After  moistening  the  drug  with  the 
amount  of  menstruum  directed  and  adding  the  remainder,  the  soluble  portion  of 
the  drug  would  be  dissolved  in  a  very  concentrated  form  after  the  required  time 
for  maceration,  and  could  then  be  driven  out  by  the  addition  of  an  additional 
quantity  of  liquid.  The  tiuid  extract  of  wild  cherry  was  in  no  wise  intended  to 
take  the  place  of  the  syrup.  Mr.  Remington  recommended  particularly  keeping 
the  percolator  closely  covered,  otherwise  during  the  four  days  maceration, 
fissures  would  be  formed  in  the  drug,  and  the  extract  will  be  an  imperfect  one. 

Mr.  Remington  exhibited  a  retort  stand,  modelled  by  Dr.  Squibb,  which  is 
a  very  convenient  appliance  for  the  druggist,  having  conveniences  for  holding 
a  lanij),  funnels  and  various  sized  dishes,  &c. 

Mr.  Boring  had  samples  of  cinnamon  and  cassia  water,  made  from  the  oils  by 
distillation,  and  by  the  ordinary  process  of  dissolving  the  oil  by  the  aid  of  car- 
bonate of  magnesia.  The  water  prepared  from  Ceylon  cinnamon  by  distillation 
seemed  to  be    the  most  fragrant  and  most  characteristic. 

Prof.  Maisch  exhibited  a  sample  of  what  was  offered  as  cultivated  dandelion 
root,  which,  upon  examination,  proved  to  be  chicory. 

Mr.  A.  P.  Brown,  of  Camden,  N.  J.,  gave  a  formula,  as  follows,  for  preparing 
Goulard's  cerate  ; 

Benzoinated  lard,     ......  ^viiiss. 

Yellow  wax,       .......       ^iiiss. 

Solution  subacetate  lead,    .....  f.^iiss. 

Camphor,  .......      Jss. 

Melt  the  wax  and  lard  in  a  water-bath,  add  the  solution  subacetate  of  lead 
gradually,  digest  for  fifteen  minutes,  stirring  it  constantly,  remove  the  mixture 
from  the  bath,  stir  it  till  cool  ;  lastly  add  the  camphor.  This  preparation  keeps 
for  months,  retaining  its  properties. 
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Prof.  Maisch  read  a  paper  upon  spiritus  a;ther.  nit.  as  a  supposed  test  for 
some  of  the  alkaloids,  which  was  ordered  for  publication, 

Prof.  Maisch  exhibited  several  varieties  of  fig  plants  grown  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Norfolk,  Va.,  which  embraced  the  white,  brown,  black  and  celestial  fig. 
It  is  not  known  whether  figs  may  be  profitably  raised  in  our  Southern  States 
on  a  large  scale. 

Several  varieties  of  rhubarb  were  presented,  and  it  was  stated  that  in  all 
varieties  raised  in  Europe  the  red  medullary  rays  ran  from  centre  to  circumfer- 
ence, while  in  the  true  rhubarb  the  rays  are  dispersed  irregularly  over  the 
fractured  surface.  A  specimen  of  true  Russian  root  was  exhibited,  which 
came  directly  from  St.  Petersburg  about  three  years  ago. 

The  Professor  also  exhibited  models  for  the  illustration  of  botany.  These 
were  manufactured  by  R.  Brendel,  Breslau,  Germany,  and  were  beautiful  in 
appearance,  resembling  as  near  as  possible  in  color  the  natural  objects.  The 
models  are  made  large  enough  to  be  seen  by  a  class  of  students,  and  by  coming 
apart  exhibit  the  internal  arrangements  of  portions  of  the  plants,  and  the 
process  of  germination  in  the  mono-  and  dicotyledonous  plants.  A  section  of  rye 
was  shown,  and  the  manner  of  growth  explained.  A  beautiful  tiax  plant  was 
shown,  showing  the  structure  of  the  tiower,  with  the  stamens  and  pistils  dis- 
tinctly visible  ;  also  models  of  various  fruits,  showing  the  seeds  attached,  and 
displaying  the  embryo.  These  specimens  were  made  of  materials  of  various 
kinds,  most  resembling  the  parts  of  the  plant. 

On  motion  then  adjourned. 

Ci.EMMOXs  Pakrish,  Registrar. 
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New  York  College  ok  Pharmacy. — A  conversational  lecture  was  delivered 
-January  9th,  by  Prof.  W.  De  F.  Day,  on  "  the  vegetable  kingdom ;  its  curiosi- 
ties and  uses." 


Maryland  Colleoe  of  Pharmacy. — At  the  monthly  meeting,  held  Decem- 
ber 12th.  Mr.  J.  F.  Hancock,  in  behalf  of  the  Library  Committee,  reported  on 
the  additions  to  the  library  made  by  donations  from  several  friends  of  the  Col- 
lege, and  by  the  purchase  at  a  reasonable  price  of  a  complete  set  of  the  Phar- 
raaceuticalJournal  and  Transactions  from  1841  to  1870.  The  College  expressed 
"thanks  to  the  donors  and  to  the  gentlemen  instrumental  in  procuring  the  books. 
The  Committee  hopes  that  with  the  plans  already  devised,  the  library  will  soon 
become  useful  and  attractive.  Attention  was  drawn  to  a  large  number  of  the 
Maryland  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  which  are  offered  by  the  Committee  at  $1  per 
year. 

At  the  stated  meeting,  held  January  19th,  Mr.  J.  F.  Hancock.  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Annual  Meeting,  reported  progress,  suggested  March  13th 
as  a  good  time  for  the  meeting,  and  stated  that  Prof.  I.  J.  Graham  had  con- 
sented to  deliver  the  Annual  Address.  On  motion,  the  Committee  was  vested 
■with  full  power  to  make  such  arrangements  as  they  might  deem  most  expedient. 

Mr.  J.  N.  Potts,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Drug  F.xchange  (appointed  at 
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&  previous  meeting),  submitted  their  report,  which  was  accepted,  and  the 
Curator  was  instructed  to  have  placed  in  the  Hall  a  Bulletin  Board,  to  facili- 
tate in  carrying  out  the  recommemlutions  of  the  Committee.  The  Treasurer 
Bubmitted  his  semi-annual  report,  which  was  accepted  and  referred  to  an  audit- 
ing committee.  On  motion,  the  Chair  appointed  Mr.  J.  F.  Hancock  to  assist 
the  Treasurer  in  revising  the  roll  of  members. 

The  semi-annual  election  of  officers  resulted  in  the  election  of  Messrs.  Joseph 
Roberts.  1st  Vice-President;  II.  Sappington,  '2d  Vice-President,  and  F.  Has- 
sencamp  and  J.  P.  Frames  members  of  the  Board  of  Examiners. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy,  December  3l8t, 
1872,  the  following  communications  were  received  from  the  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Society  of  Baltimore  : 

Baltlmoke,  Nov.  22,  1872. 
To  the  Frcsi'lent  and  MemJifrs  of  (lie  Maryland  Colb^rje  of  Pharmacy  : 

(iF.NTi.KMKX  :— Being  Chairman  of  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Medical 
and  Surgical  Society  of  Baltimore,  it  is  my  duty  to  present  to  your  honorable 
body  the  enclosed  preamlde  and  resolutions  a.s  adopted  by  the  Society. 

1  would  most  respectfully  submit  them  for  your  consideration,  and  would 
ask  that  a  Committee  of  ten  be  appointed  from  your  body  to  confer  with  us 
and  similar  committees  from  the  other  societies  of  the  city. 

Should  the  proposition  meet  with  your  approval,  I  hope  our  deliberations 
will  be  such  as  will  settle  the  grievances  complained  of,  and  further  promote 
the  harmonious  relations  which  should  e.xist  between  the  two  professions. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  practicable, 

I  remain  very  respectfully,  yours, 

[Signed]  John  A.  Co.v.ner,  M.D. 

210  R.  Baltimore  St. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical 
Society  of  Baltimore,  to  consider  the  relations  existing  between  the  physiciaa 
and  druggist,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  : 

Whereas,  "We,  the  physicians  of  the  City  of  Baltimore,  have  been  grossly, 
injured  by  the  practice  of  druggists  prescribing  across  the  counter,  and  the 
indiscriminate  renewal  of  prescriptions  without  the  physician's  order;  and, 
whereas,  we  do  not  consider  the  course  of  study  usually  pursued  by  druggists 
as  qualifying  them  for  the  practice  of  medicine  ;  and,  whereas,  we  consider 
such  a  course  as  extremely  hazardous  to  the  public  and  very  unjust  to  the 
physician  ;  and,  whereas,  we  deem  it  proper  that  harmony  should  exist  between, 
the  physician  and  druggist  in  order  to  further  the  interests  of  both  parties,  and 
at  the  same  time  ti»  conduce  to  the  welfare  and  safety  of  the  patient;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  By  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Society  of  Baltimore,  that  a  Com- 
mittee of  ten  be  appointed  by  this  Society  to  lay  our  grievances  before  the 
Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  request  the  appointment  of  a  similar  com- 
mittee by  that  body,  to  devise  means  to  do  aw^y  with  the  acts  complained  of. 

[Signed]  T.  B.  Ev.\.\s,  M.D.,  Chairman. 


CONFKRK.NCK  OK  PhVSICIA.NS  AXI)  PHARMACEUTISTS  IN  BALTIMORE. ThC  dele- 
gates appointed  by  the  different  medical  societies  of  Baltimore,  and  by  the 
Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy,  met  at  the  hall  of  the  College  of  Physician* 
and  Surgeons,  'I'uesday.  January  i4th,  and  organized  by  electing  Dr.  J.  A» 
Connor,  Chairman,  Dr.  Thomas  S.  Latimer,  Secretary  of  the  Medical  Commit- 
tees, and  Mr.  J.  F.  Hancock,  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee^ 
The  Pathological  .Society  had  added  another  speciBcation,  making  three 
charges,  as  follows  : 
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1.  Apothecaries  prescribing  across  the  counter. 

2.  Repeating  prescriptions  without  the  order  of  the  prescribing  physician. 

3.  Advertising  patent  medicines  by  show  cards,  bills,  &c. 

Prof.  J.  Faria  Moore  was  the  principal  speaker  for  the  pharmacists,  and 
met  the  different  charges  ably  and  forcibly;  in  his  argument  he  stated  that  the 
physicians  were  responsible  for  many  of  the  existing  irregularities,  that  he  had 
a  list  of  not  less  than  seventeen  nostrums,  including  trade  deceptions,  which 
were  prescribed  by  leading  physicians  of  Baltimore,  from  Winslow's  Soothing 
Syrnp  to  Hubbell's  Elixir  of  Valerianate  of  Ammonia  ;  and  that  the  prescrip- 
tion business  could  not,  therefore,  be  conducted  without  keeping  quack  nos- 
trums. His  remarks  on  the  subject  of  popular  elixirs,  like  a  two-edged  sword^ 
cut  on  both  sides. 

After  a  long  and  friendly  discussion,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

1st.  Resolved,  That,  although  it  is  perfectly  admissible  for  druggists  to  sell 
any  article  for  which  customers  may  ask,  whether  orally  or  by  prescription,  yet 
it  is  highly  objectionable  for  druggists  to  prescribe  for  customers  under  any 
circumstances  except  to  meet  an  emergency.     , 

2d.  Resolred,  That,  with  the  permission  of  the  Societies  we  represent,  this 
Committee  of  Conference  shall  solicit  the  passage  of  a  law  by  our  State  Legis- 
lature looking  to  the  regulation  of  the  sale  of  poisons  in  this  State. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  the  display  by  druggists  of  signs  calling  attention  to  the 
sale  of  patent  medicines  be  considered  disreputable. 

The  Conference,  which  is  to  meet  again  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  February,  i& 
expected  to  be  productive  of  much  good,  and  to  lead  to  a  better  understanding 
between  the  honorable  members  of  both  professions. 


CiMi.vNATi  College  ok  Pharmacy. — At  the  annual  meeting  held  January 
14th,  the  following  ofiBcers  were  elected:  President,  J.  F.  Judge;  Recording 
Secretary,  F.  L.  Eaton  ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  E.  S.  Wayne ;  Treasurer, 
W.  H.  Negley^  Trustees  for  short  term  (holding  over),  A.  J.Tully,  Paul  Rein- 
lein,  Otto  Taxis,  John  G.  Fratz  ;  Trustees  for  long  term,  J.  M.  Ayers,  J.  D. 
"VVells,  H.  F.  Reum,  George  Eger. 

The  report  of  the  Recording  Secretary,  Mr,  J,  D.  Ayers,  gives  a  historical 
sketch  of  the  new  organization,  which  was  effected  on  the  20th  of  October, 
1871,  as  follows : 

"  During  this  winter  strenuous  efforts  were  made  by  the  College  to  procure 
the  passage  of  some  general  legislative  enactment  regulating  the  practice  of 
pharmacy,  but  they  were  unsuccessful.  The  matter  of  obtaining  a  special  act 
of  incorporation  for  our  College  was  also  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  Committee 
M'h(^,  on  the  2d  of  April,  reported  that  the  present  State  law  of  incorporation, 
was  such  that  it  was  necessary,  in  order  to  obtain  the  legal  power  to  grant 
diplomas,  that  our  corporation  should  represent  an  actual  capital  of  not  less- 
than  •"r;),(»00,  and,  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month,  it  was- 
unanimously  resolved  to  reorganize  the  College  as  a  joint  stock  company, 
under  the  name  of  the  '  Cincinnati  College  of  Pharmacy,  for  the  purpose  of,*" 
(fee.  The  resolution  provided  for  the  issue  of  certificates  of  stock,  and  all  other 
I'etails  incident  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  spirit  of  the  resolution,  and  author- 
ized the  Board  of  Trustees  to  take  all  necessary  measures  to  that  end.  The 
Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  however,  made  the  discovery 
that  the  charter  of  the  old  Cincinnati  College  of  Pharmacy,  dated  March  23,. 
1850,  was  still  in  force,  and  not  affected,  as  had  been  supposed,  by  more  recent 
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laws,  and  that  it  granted  to  that  old  organization  just  the  powers  we  were 
seeking,  and  they  proposed  that  ii  sufficient  number  of  members  of  the  old  Col- 
lege should  unite  in  a  request  to  the  President  thereof  for  a  called  meeting  of 
the  same,  and  that  at  said  meeting  propositions  should  be  submitted  from  this 
new  organization  looking  to  their  absorption  by  the  old,  and  a  transfer  of  the 

Eroperties,  moneys.  A-c,  of  this  organization  to  the  old  one.  A  resolution  em- 
odying  this  proposition  and  continuing  the  Committee  for  the  purpose  of 
reporting  details  of  arrangements,  was  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  College  on 
May  7th.  In  pursuance  of  this  arrangement,  at  the  request  of  several  members 
of  the  old  College,  the  President,  W.J.  M.  fiordon,  called  a  meeting  thereof, 
which  convened  at  College  Hall,  on  May  9th,  when  the  proposition  of  the  new 
College  having  been  submitted,  it  was,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  accepted,  and  the 
members  then  present  proceeded  to  ballot  for  and  elected  as  members  those  of 
the  recent  organization  (eighty  in  number),  as  were  not  already  members  of 
the  old  College.  The  organization  of  1871  subsequently  held  a  meeting  and 
passed  a  resolution  approving  of  the  consolidation  and  transfer  of  property,  and 
adjourned  without  day.'' 

The  College  has  now  98  members  in  good  standing. 

Ph.vrmacklticai.  Sociktt  of  Paris. — At  the  meeting  held  November  6th, 
Mr.  Stan.  Martin  in  the  chair,  a  committee  previously  appointed  reported  ad- 
versely to  M.  Mayet  and  in  favor  of  M.  Mehu  in  regard  to  the  priority  of  the 
discovery  of  the  solubility  of  benzoate  of  iron  in  oils,  the  latter  having  pub- 
lished the  facts  in  1868.  A  new  ebuUioscope  made  by  M.  Malligand,  was  ex- 
hibited and  referred  to  a  special  committee  for  examination  and  report.  M. 
Roucher  spoke  about  the  collection  of  the  materials  for  a  universal  pharmaco- 
poeia;  several  competent  persons  having  promised  their  assistance,  he  desired 
to  be  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  work.  The  subject  was  referred  to  a 
Committee.  M.  Poggiale  read  a  note  by  M.  Dubois  on  two  new  processes  for 
the  preparation  of  sulphovinate  of  sodium.  A  fter  cooling  the  sulphovinic  acid, 
prepared  in  the  usual  manner,  it  is  mixed  with  96  per  cent,  alcohol  and  satu- 
rated with  powdered  purified  carbonate  of  sodium.  No  particular  precautions 
are  necessary,  since  an  excess  of  the  carbonate  will  be  left  on  the  filter  with 
the  sulphate  of  sodium,  and  no  elevation  of  temperature  taking  place,  the 
chances  of  loss  are  avoided.  The  filtrate  and  alcoholic  washings  are  distilled 
and  evaporated  in  a  water-bath  to  crystallization.  Should  the  crystals  be  col- 
ored, one  recrystallization  from  water  and  evaporation  of  the  solution  to  a 
density  of  36°  or  38°  will  yield  them  perfectly  white. 

An  editorial  note  in  the  Journal  de  Pharmacie  et  de  Chimie  calls  attention 
to  the  possibility  of  an  admixture  of  sulphovinate  of  sodium,  prepared  by  means 
of  barium  carbonate,  with  sulphovinate  of  barium  ;  hence  the  necessity  of  test- 
ing the  salt  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid  for  barium,  and  with  chloride  of  barium 
for  carbonate  (and  sulphate)  of  sodium.  When  heated  to  about  120"  C,  sul- 
phovinate of  sodium  gives  off  inflammable  alcoholic  vapors,  and  leaves  acid 
sulphate  of  sodium. 

The  meeting  of  December  4th  was  mainly  occupied  with  a  discussion  on  the 
proposed  European  Pharmacopceia*  and  the  Universal  Pharmacopoeia,  aa 
suggested  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Congress  of  1867. t     M.  Planchon  was  elected 

•  See  Amerioan  Juurntal  of  Pharmacy,  1872,  p.  TjHT. 
t  Ibid.,  1««7,  p.  rs>. 
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in  place  of  M.  Robiuet,  decestsed,  a  member  of  the  Universal  PharmacoixKia 
Committee,  appointed  some  years  ago,  and  it  was  decided  to  increase  the  num- 
ber from  five  to  nine,  at  the  next  session. 

M.  Regnault  was  elected  Vice-President,^  M.  Vigier,  Secretary,  and  M. 
Desnoix,  Treasurer,  for  1873. 

M.  Doray,  of  Saint  L6,  suggested  laurel  leaves  [Lanrus  nohilis),  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  cinchona;  no  observations  with  it  are  mentioned. 

M.  Guichard  exhibited  a  dropping  glass,  the  liquid  running  from  a  lateral 
orifice  of  three  millimetres  diameter,  and  producing  drops  of  water  weighing 
exactly  five  centigrams. 

M.  Boudet  reported  on  a  question  pending  before  the  Academy  of  Medicine, 
and  which  was  raised  by  a  letter  of  the  prefect  of  police,  inquiring  whether, 
under  the  present  laws,  a  midwife  is  authorized  to  prescribed  ergot  in  cases  of 
confinement,  and  whether  it  should  be  furnished  by  the  pharmacist.  Dr.  Tarnier 
had  reported  that  ergot  is  not  named  in  the  list  of  poisons.  M.  Poggiale  is 
of  the  opinion  that  a  midwife  ought  not  to  have  the  right  to  prescribe  such  a 
dangerous  medicament. 


The  Puarmacelticai.So('Iktie.s  of  Belgium  were  formally  united  in  an  An- 
sociation  phannaceutique  giuirale  de  Belgique,  in  which  delegates  only  were 
allowed  to  speak  and  vote.  A  number  of  members  demanded  the  same  privi- 
leges for  all  members,  and,  this  being  refused,  formed  themselves  into  a  Feder- 
ation phannaceutique  beige,  which  held  its  first  meeting  October  26th,  in  the 
free  university  of  Brussels,  and  was  formally  organized  by  the  election  of  offi- 
cers. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  reconciliation  may  be  effected  upon  a  basis 
recognizing  the  right  of  every  member  to  a  full  expression  of  his  views. 


(Ebitonal  Depavtmcut. 


What  is  ix  a  Name?  On  page  524  of  our  last  volume  we  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  Columbia  Pharmaceutical  Association  might  not  adopt  the  title 
of  National  College  of  Pharmacy.  Professor  Oscar  Oldberg,  in  his  inaugural 
address,  considers  it  his  duty  to  profit  by  the  sneers  of  the  uncharitable,  and 
to  so  manage  that  in  the  •'  future  all  our  institutions  may  partake  of  the  nation- 
alism of  the  city  itself."'  To  enable  our  readers  to  judge  of  the  claims  of  the 
new  institution  to  its  name,  we  quote  from  the  Professor's  address,  premising 
that  the  italics  in  the  following  quotation  are  his  : 

"  Washington  is  to  our  country  the  natural  rendezvous  of  communicative  and 
curious  minds  of  all  orders.  People  from  all  parts  of  the  Union  meet  here 
continually,  and  men  of  learning,  imagination,  and  wealth,  tvill  congregate  here 
as  fast  as  we  are  prepared  to  receive  them.  This  cosmopolitan  American 
«apital  of  I'Urs  has  always  attracted  visitors  from  the  most  remote  corners  of 
our  country,  but  the  trouble  heretofore  has  been  that  they  did  not  deem  it 
profitable  or  pleasant  to  remain  with  us.  This  difficulty  is  now,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, remedied,  and  we  are  at  last  able  to  present  such  inducements  as  will 
both  make  the  concourse  greater  and  their  stay  longer.  Here  is  the  place  then 
to  compare  notes,  and  our  city  will  eventually  become  the  intellectual  aud  eJu- 
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cational.  as  well  as  tke  politicalr  center  of  oor  land.  In  fact,  gentlemen,  I  cam 
sec  no  reason  why  we  sboald  not  act  upon  that  proposition  now. 

"  The  step-motherly  treatment  that  our  city  has  received  at  the  hands  of  our 
fellow-citizens  throughout  the  States,  is  as  proverbial  as  it  is  inconsisteat. 
They  have  chided  ns  because  we  did  not,  in  our  sweat,  improve  the  commott 
property,  surround  the  puhh'r  Iwiidings  with  splendid  avenues,  and  prepare  for 
fhon  a  city  in  which  they  may  take  pride  and  delight,  until  we  have  returned 
jrood  for  evil,  and  brought  them  to  an  inglorious  surrender  withal. 

"They  berated  us  because  the  capital  of  the  nation  was  not  what  (hey  would 
have  it,  because  it  was  nut  worthy  of  the  nation,  because  it  had  no  attractions, 
but  especially  because  it  had  no  national  institutions  of  any  kind  save  the  gov- 
ernmental departments.  They  expected  to  find  at  Washington  not  only  such 
advantaores  as  they  had  been  accustomed  to  in  their  respective  States,  but 
above  all  everything  that  they  did  not  have  themselves.  And  why?  Because, 
as  they  have  repeatedly  told  us,  the  capital  of  the  nation  ought  to  have  such 
institutions. 

"  When  Pericles,  the  Greek,  was  accused  by  his  countrymen  of  squandering 
the  public  money  on  those  noble  national  edifices,  of  which  Athens  afterwards 
boasted,  he  offered  to  execute  them  at  his  own  expense,  provided  the  people 
would  suffer  him  to  inscribe  his  name  on  them  instead  of  theirs.  We  do  not 
wonder  that  the  Athenians  keenly  felt  the  rebuke.  But  what  are  we  to  say, 
who  have  singlehanded  undertaken  to  provide  for  our  exacting  countrymea 
without  experiencing  a  sisn  of  encouragement,  or  claiming  a  tittle  of  the  honor 
for  ourselves !  Let  us  tell  them  that  we  have  ceased  to  be  sensible  to  their 
unjust  reproaches,  but  that  we  still  have  faith  in  the  future,  and  in  the  generous 
national  pride  that  lies  at  the  bottom  of  the  American  heari,  well  knowing  that 
ike  loudest  are  the  least  generous." 

When  the  Profe.ssor,  further  on,  says  that  the  institutions  in  Washingtoft 
"  must  not — nay,  cannot  be  sectional  to  succeed,''  we  feel  compelled  to  express 
our  sincere  regret  that  he  does  not  draw  a  distinction  between  "sectional  "  and 
'■  local,"  and  to  state  that  our  views  are  still  those  expressed  in  our  November 
number,  and  cannot  be  changed  upon  the  empty  accusations  of  sneering  and 
tincharitableness.  

REVIEWS  AND  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 


The  Pharmncopocia  of  the  United  States  of  America.    Fifth  decennial  revision. 

By  authority  of  the   National   Convention   for   revising  the   Pharmacopoeia 

held  at  Washington,  D.  C,  A.  D.  1870.     Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott  & 

Co.     1873.     12mo,  pp.  40.5.     Price,  $1.7.5. 

This  anxiously  looked-for  work  has  at  last  made  its  appearance,  and,  consid- 
ering the  labor  that  has  been  bestowed  upon  it,  and  the  great  care  necessary 
in  printing  to  avoid  errors  of  sense  not  only,  but  also  to  render  the  language- 
uniform  throughout,  the  delay  has  not  been  too  long. 

In  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  National  Cenvention,  the  scope  of 
the  work  has  been  rather  extended,  so  as  to  adapt  it  to  the  wants  of  our 
extended  country.  Accordingly  27  articles  have  been  added  to  the  lists  of 
materia  medica,  and  82  new  preparations  were  admitted,  while  only  12  drugs 
and  preparations  have  been  dismissed,  and  the  formulas  of  most  of  the  pbarm&- 
rentical  preparations  and  some  of  the  chemicals  have  been  more  or  less 
altered. 

Individually  we  are  not  in  favor  of  the  arrangement  which  is  still  adhered  to 
in  our  Pharmacopoeia — the  only  modern  one,  we  believe — of  dividing  the  medi- 
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cinal  articles  into  materia  inedica  and  preparations;  nor  are  we  convinced  of 
the  propriety  of  giving  elaborate  directions  for  the  preparation  of  chemicals 
which  are  rarely  or  never  made  by  the  pharmacist.  In  respect  to  the  former, 
inconsistencies  cannot  be  avoided,  and  it  is  certainly  not  conducive  to  the  con- 
venience in  using  the  work  of  having  ihe  medicinal  articles  arranged  in  three 
difl'erent  groups.  Apparently  there  is  no  reason  why  most  of  the  acids,  and  of 
the  salts  of  ammonium,  calcium,  iron,  magnesium,  manganese,  lead,  potassium. 
&.C.,  should  not  have  received  the  same  consideration  in  regard  to  elaborate 
processes  as  other  similar  preparations,  or  as  the  pure  alkaloids  and  their  salts, 
which,  like  the  former,  are,  perhaps,  never  made  in  any  pharmacy. 

In  chemistry  there  are  usually  different  methods  of  attaining  the  same  end, 
and  it  strikes  us  that  any  process  for  obtaining  a  chemical  compound  of  a  defi- 
ciite  composition  should  be  admissible,  provided  this  compound,  in  regard  to 
parity,  comes  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  It  is  not  impos- 
si'ble  that  the  necessity  of  obtaining  many  chemicals  from  the  manufacturing 
chemists  for  which  the  Pharmacopwia  gives  processes  has  had  a  great  intlu- 
once  cpon  the  pharmaceuticals  also,  in  banishing  their  preparation  from  many 
pharmacies,  and  in  establishing  for  such  products  of  manufacturers  a  confidence 
the  correctness  of  which  can  in  most  cases  not  be  proven,  and  which  in  many 
instances  is  entirely  undeserved. 

The  directions  for  preparing  the  fluid  extracts  have  been  considerably 
changed  and  improved,  so  as  to  avoid  complicated  processes,  simplify  the  ma- 
nipulations, save  the  menstruum  and  omit  evaporation  as  much  as  possible. 
When  the  directions  are  strictly  followed,  the  material  will  in  all  cases  be 
practically  exhausted,  and  the  preparation  will  fully  represent  the  crude  drug. 
The  strength  of  the  troyounce  to  the  fluidounce  has  been  made  uniform  for  all 
fluid  e.xtracts.  In  this  connection  it  should  be  mentioned  that  the  fluid  extract 
of  wild  cherry  is  entirely  different  from  that  of  the  former  Pharmacopoeia, 
■containing  now  only  a  portion  of  the  hydrocyanic  acid  and  volatile  oil  formed, 
but  the  entire  amount  of  the  astringent  and  bitter  principles. 

The  change  in  the  nomenclature  of  the  chemical  preparations  is  particularly 
■commendable,  inasmuch  as  it  establishes  a  uniformity  and  consistency  which 
has  been  more  or  less  wanting  in  all  pharmacopoeias.  This  change  is  in 
accordance  with  the  suggestions  advanced  by  Professor  Attfield,  and  com- 
mented upon  in  a  former  number:*  thus,  we  have  now  ammonzV  carbonas,  mag- 
nesii  sulphas,  potassu  bitartras,  sod«Y  boras,  (fee,  while  such  names  as  alumen, 
calx,  creta,  ammorlia,  magnesia,  potassa,  soda  have  been  retained,  the  last  four 
for  the  oxides  or  hydrates. 

T''  addition  to  the  tables  which  have  been  usually  found  in  our  national 
Pharmacopoeia,  some  new  ones  have  been  added  in  the  present  edition,  which 
will  be  of  great  service  to  many  pharmacists ;  we  refer  to  the  tables  on  the 
decimal  weights  and  measures,  and  their  relation  to  those  of  the  Pharraa- 
copceia. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  physicians  and  pharmacists  will  now,  without  unneces- 
aary  delay,  make  the  new  Pharmacopa'ia  their  guide  in   prescribing,  and  par- 

*See  American  Journal  ol'  Pharmacy,  1871,  p.  334. 
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ticularly  in  making  the  preparations;  in  the  latter  case  observations  should  be 
carefally  made,  and  where  the  results  may  differ  from  those  of  the  Committee, 
the  experience,  after  careful  verification,  should  be  communicated  for  publica- 
tion, so  that  the  sixth  revision  of  the  Pharmacopa'ia  may  become  even  more 
perfect.     In  its  general  appearance  the  work  leaves  nothing  to  desire. 


Phariii'icopoja  GetTnaiu'ca.     Herolini  apud  Rudolphum  de  Decker.     MDCCC- 
LXXII.     8vo,  pp.  4-12. 

The  German  Pharmacopa?ia,  in  accordance  with  a  decree  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Empire,  has  taken  the  phice  of  the  various  pharmacopoeias  formerly  in 
use  in  (Germany,  since  November  1st,  1872.  In  1871  a  committee,  consisting 
of  twelve  prominent  pharmacists,  physicians,  and  professors  in  universities, 
.^elected  from  all  sections  of  (iermany,  was  charged  with  compiling  and  editing 
the  pharnBacopocia  which  is  now  before  us.  With  the  exception  of  the  Chan- 
cellor's decree,  above  referred  to,  and  the  popular  names  of  drugs  and  medi- 
cines, it  is  printed  throughout  in  the  Latin  language. 

The  crude  articles  and  preparations  are  arranged  in  alphabetical  order. 
After  the  officinal  name,  the  popular  name  and  the  Latin  synonyms  are  given,- 
and  in  the  case  of  vegetable  and  animal  drugs,  their  origin,  which  is  followed 
by  rather  lengthy  descriptions  of  the  drugs  and  notices  of  the  probable  impu- 
rities. 

In  all  the  formulas  quantities  are  expressed  solely  in  ])arts  (by  weight). 
Percolation  is  not  practiced  ;  tinctures,  extracts,  &c.,  are  made  by  maceration 
or  digestion,  with  subsequent  expression,  even  if  the  menstruum  used  be  ether. 
Chemicals,  like  the  crude  drugs,  are  described  according  to  their  physical  pro- 
perties, solubilities,  &c.,  and  tests  for  ascertaining  their  medicinal  purity  are 
given.  Only  in  such  cases  where  different  proces.ses  yield  different  result?  the 
Pharmacopoeia  has  adopted  a  formula. 

A  list  of  reagents  is  added,  followed  by  several  important  tables.  Table  A 
contains  the  maximum  doses  of  potent  medicines,  beyond  which  the  physician 
is  not  allowed  to  prescribe,  nor  the  pharmacist  to  dispense,  unless  the  prc- 
scriber  adds  the  sign  I,  indicating  that  the  unusual  dose  ordered  is  not  a  mis- 
take on  his  part.  Table  B  enumerates  the  poisons  which  are  to  be  kept  sepa- 
rate from  the  other  mediciues,  and  under  lock  and  key  Table  C  gives  the 
more  or  less  dangerous  medicaments  which  have  to  be  kept  in  a  separate 
place,  but  need  not  be  locked  up,  A  list  of  specific  gravities  at  1.5°  C.  follow*, 
which  have  to  be  ascertained  on  the  inspection  of  the  phai'macies,  and  then  a. 
table  giving  the  percentage  by  weight  and  measure  of  anhydrous  alcohol  con- 
tained in  spirit  of  a  given  specific  gravity. 

The  nomenclature  is  similar  to  that  of  the  last  Prussian  Pharmacopoeia. 

To  adapt  the  work  to  the  wants  of  the  different  sections  of  Germany,  a  larger 
number  of  preparations  have  been  admitted  than  were  foaod  in  most  pharm&r 
copoiias  of  the  different  German  States.  It  contains  a  number  of  articles 
which  are  little  or  not  known  in  this  country.  In  a  future  number  we  intend  to 
(|nole  some  of  them,  want  of  space  not  permitting  it  in  the  present  issu«. 
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Wiihlers  Oullint'H  of  Organic  Chemistry.  By  Rudolph  Fittigr,  Ph.D.,  Nat.Sc.D., 
Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Tiibinj^en.  Translated  from  the 
eighth  German  edition,  with  additions  by  Ira  Rerasen.  M.D..  Ph.D,  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry  and  Physics  in  Williams  College,  Mass.  Philadelphia  : 
Henry  C.  Lea.     1873.     12mo,  pp.  530. 

Wiihler's  Outlines  have  been  for  so  long  a  time  a  text-book  in  Germany,  and 
its  value  as  such  has  been  there  so  universally  acknowledged,  that  Professor 
Remsen  has  conferred  quite  a  benefit  upon  the  student  of  chemistry  by  trans- 
lating this  valuable  work,  and  by  additions  bringing  it  up  to  the  state  of  science 
at  the  date  of  its  publication.  He  well  and  truly  remarks  iu  the  preface  : 
"  The  beginner  will  find  a  simple  principle  of  classification,  carefully  carried 
out.  eminently  fitted  to  his  first  object  of  obtaining  a  general  view  of  the  sub- 
ject ;  the  advanced  will  find  it  exceedingly  rich  in  statements  of  facts  with  which 
he  has  constantly  to  deal."  We  cannot  speak  more  fittingly  of  a  work  which 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  fulfilled  its  mission  so  well,  and  in  the 
various  editions  through  which  it  has  passed  has  kept  pace  with  the  progress  in 
chemistry,  as  might  indeed  have  been  expected  from  its  authors.  We  heartily 
recommend  it  as  a  very  useful  book. 


r/ie  Chemist's  and  Druggist's  Diary  ami  Pharmaceuiiral  Text-Book.     1873. 
4to,  92  pages,  and  32  pages  of  advertisements. 

This  convenient  work  is  published  by  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  London, 
and  contains  the  diary  upon  80  pages  ;  then  follow  a  number  of  medical,  per- 
fumery and  miscellaneous  formulas,  a  list  of  poisons  and  their  antidotes,  infor- 
mation about  normal  human  weights  and  measurements,  statistical  &e,  items, 
mainly  relating  to  Great  Britain,  and  a  dictionary  of  incompatibles.  The  quarto- 
size  of  the  volume  makes  it  particularly  adapted  to  be  used  iu  the  store.  We 
select  a  few  from  the  numerous  formulas  : 

Phinol  Soihque. — A  popular  preparation  of  carbolic  acid  for  medical  and 
dental  purposes.  Take  of  carbolic  acid,  in  crystals,  188  grains,  caustic  soda  31 
grains,  pure  water  4  tluidounces  ;  mix.  The  carbolic  acid  should  be  free  from 
offensive  odor,  such  as  is  prepared  for  medicinal  purposes.  When  first  mixed 
it  is  nearly  colorless,  but  iu  time  it  assumes  a  wine  color,  does  not  deposit  any 
tarry  residue,  too  often  found  in  the  commercial  article.  This  formula  is  the 
result  of  numerous  experiments,  and  gives  an  article  that  will  compare  favor- 
ably with  the  best  French  phenol  sodique. 

Bay  Bum  — (Formula  much  employed  in  the  West  Indies).  Fol.  myrciae 
acris  2  lbs.,  cardamom!  ^  lb.,  cassiaj  cinnamorai  2  oz.,  caryophylli  1^  oz.,  rum 
9  qts.     Distil  U  gallons. 

(i'robably  the  best  imitation).  Oil  of  bay  10  fluid-drachms,  oil  of  pimento 
1  flnid-drachm,  aether  acetic  2  fluidounces,  alcohol  3  gallons,  water  2i  gallons. 
Mix,  and  filter  after  a  fortnight. 

Proceedings   of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  at  the  twentieth 
annual  meeting,  held  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  S&ptember,  1872.     Also  the  Con- 
stitution and  roll   of  members.     Philadelphia  :     Sherman   &   Co.,  Printers, 
1873.     8vo.     pp.  354.     Bound  in  cloth,  price  $3.00. 
This  volume  has  just  been  published,  and  will  at  once  be  distributed  to  the 
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members.  The  annual  report  on  tbe  Progress  of  i'haniiacy  did  not  reach  the 
Secretary,  and  is  missing  in  this  annual  publication  for  the  first  time  since  1857. 
The  papers  read  at  the  last  meeting  were  27  in  nnmber,  quite  a  falling  off  from 
the  number  read  at  the  St.  Louis  meeting  ;  many  of  them,  however,  are  of 
considerable  interest.  Not  less  than  2;5  queries  have  been  continued  to  mem- 
bers,  at  their  request,  to  be  reported  on  at  the  meeting  in  Richmond,  in  Sep- 
tember next,  and  47  new  queries  have  been  propounded,  of  which  number  39 
were  accepted  for  report  by  members,  and  8  left  for  general  acceptance,  so 
that  at  the  next  meeting  many  interesting  subjects  will  be  brought  forward  if 
the  members  will  in  due  season  institute  the  necessary  inquiries  and  experi- 
ments. In  our  next  number  we  intend  to  publish,  entire  or  in  abstract,  some 
of  the  papers,  several  of  which  are  illustrated  by  woodcuts.  The  report  on  the 
drug  market  contains  much  information,  mostly  statistical,  and  the  report  on 
legislation,  a  collection  of  the  pharmaceutical  laws  enacted  last  year.  In  an 
appendix,  information  is  given  on  the  signal  service  of  the  United  States, 
embellished  by  three  handsome  weather  maps  and  the  meteorological  record 
with  synopsis,  probabilities  and  facts  for  one  day,  as  issued  by  the  (^hief  Signal 
Officer,  in  Washington,  D.  C. 


OBITUARY. 

CnKisTiAN  Carl  Autuuk  Casselmann,  Ph.  D.,  M.  Phar.,  and  Kditor  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  Russia,  died  ia  St.  Petersburg,  November  16th, 
1872,  aged  44  years.  The  deceased  has  been  a  hard  and  successful  worker 
towards  raising  the  status  of  pharmacy  in  his  adopted  conntry.  Russia,  and  his 
learning  and  amiable  character  have  gained  him  the  esteem  and  love  of  a  large 
circle  of  friends  in  all  countries  where  scientific  pharmacy  is  valued.  In  him, 
the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association  loses  one  of  its  honorary  members, 
and  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  one  of  its  corresponding  members. 
The  deceased,  we  believe,  had  also  been  elected  an  honorary  member  of  several 
other  American  societies. 


Adolphe  Georges  Guillkmettk,  a  distinguished  pharmacist  of  Paris,  died 
there,  after  an  illness  of  three  weeks,  at  the  age  of  64  years,  and  was  buried 
October  28th,  when,  in  the  name  of  the  Paris  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Mr. 
Gobley  pronounced  an  elocution,  from  which  we  take  the  following  notes  : 

"  The  deceased  was  born  in  1808,  at  Magny,  near  Caen,  studied  pharmacy  at 
Bretteville.  with  his  uncle,  and  subsequently  came  to  Paris,  obtaining  an  en- 
gagement with  M.  Boutron-Charlard,  whom  he  succeeded  in  business  in  183.5, 
which  he  carried  on  with  assiduity  and  success  for  3.5  years.  In  connection 
with  M.  Bontron  he  established  the  identity  with  mannite  of  grenadin,  a  crys- 
talline principle  obtained  from  pomegranate  bark;  the  crystalline  odorous 
principle  of  melilot  was  proven  by  him  to  be  identical  with  coumarin  of  Tonka 
beans." 


Dr.  L.  Carics,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Marburg,  died 
in  December  last.  He  enjoyed  a  well  deserved  reputation  as  an  analist,  but 
devoted  his  researches  not  exclusively  to  analysis,  extending  them  also  to  many 
mostly  organic,  compounds,  as  the  derivatives  of  benzole,  propyl,  glycerin,  &c. 
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NOTE  ON  THE    PREPARATION  OF  OLEIC  ACID  AND  THE 
OLEATES  OF   MERCURY   AND   MORPHIA. 

To  those  of  your  readers  who  may  have  encountered  the  same  dif- 
ficulties as  your  correspondent,  Mr.  C.  Rice,  in  procuring  pure  oleic 
acid  and  in  preparing  oleates  of  mercury  and  morphia,  the  following 
remarks  may  perhaps  prove  interesting.  The  process  we  here  de- 
scribe is  one  which  we  have  adopted  after  meeting  with  the  same  dif- 
ficulties as  mentioned  by  that  gentleman,  in  procuring  oleic  acid  suf- 
ficiently pure  for  the  preparation  of  the  oleates  in  an  acceptable  con- 
dition, without  liability  to  decomposition. 

All  the  samples  we  have  hitherto  obtained,  either  from  American 
or  European  sources,  have  proved  to  be  more  or  less  contaminated 
with  oxyoleic  and  stearic  acids ;  and  it  is  perhaps  owing  to  their  pre- 
sence, in  a  certain  degree,  that  reduction  of  mercury  has  always  fol- 
lowed their  use  ;  whilst  oleates,  prepared  with  the  oleic  acid  obtained 
as  we  describe,  have  not  in  any  instance  precipitated,  and  are,  more- 
over, unobjectionable  as  to  color  and  appearance. 

Any  given  quantity  of  almond  oil*  is  taken  and  saponified  by  means 
•of  potassa,  care  being  taken  to  insure  the  entire  saponification  of  the 
oil,  which  may  be  easily  tested  by  means  of  strong  alcohol.  The  soap 
is  then  decomposed  by  means  of  tartaric  acid,  carefully  washed  to  free 
it  from  bitartrate  of  potassa,  etc.  ;  then  placed  on  a  water-bath,  and 
heated  for  several  hours  with  half  its  weight  of  finely-powdered  oxide 
>f  lead  ;  the  resulting  combination,  after  cooling,  is  mixed  with  about 

*We  give  the  preference  to  this  oil  oo  account  of  its  lesser  liability  to  sophis- 
tication. 
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three  times  its  volume  of  ether,  and  allowed  to  settle  ;  the  clear 
ethereal  solution  is  decanted  and  the  residue  treated  by  a  fresh  por- 
tion of  ether,  and  decanted  as  before.  The  mixed  ethereal  solutions 
are  then  briskly  agitated  with  an  excess  of  dilute  hydrochloric  acid, 
to  eliminate  the  oleic  acid,  which  rises  dissolved  in  the  ether  to  the 
surface  of  the  water.  The  solution  is  next  washed  with  water  and  dis- 
tilled to  recover  the  ether,  which  may  be  used  for  a  subsequent  oper- 
ation. 

The  portion  remaining  in  the  still  consists  of  oleic  acid  C3gTI;<303,HO 
contaminated  with  a  certain  quantity  of  oxyoleic  acid  CjgH^jO^HO  + 
HO.  In  order  to  free  it  from  the  latter,  the  mixture  is  saturated  with 
solution  of  ammonia,  and  the  resulting  compound,  decomposed  by 
means  of  chloride  of  barium,  which  throws  down  a  precipitate  of  oleate 
and  oxyoleate  of  baryta.  The  precipitate  is  then  dried  and  treated 
with  boiling  alcohol,  which  deposits,  on  cooling,  crystals  of  oleate  of 
baryta,  without  any  trace  of  oxyoleate.  The  oleate  is  then  decom- 
posed by  a  solution  of  tartaric  acid  in  boiled  distilled  water,  which  sets 
free  the  pure  oleic  acid.  Care  must  be  taken  in  washing  this  acid  for 
the  last  time,  and  also  in  decomposing  the  oleate  of  baryta,  to  avoid 
contact  with  the  atmosphere. 

When  thus  prepared,  oleic  acid  is  nearly  colorless  and  slightly 
thinner  than  almond  oil  ;  it  dissolves  readily  both  the  binoxide  of 
mercury  and  morphia,  forming  with  them  solutions  varying  from  almost 
white  (.*>  per  cent.)  to  the  color  of  linseed  oil  (10  and  20  per  cent.)  with- 
out giving  rise  to  precipitates. 

In  preparing  the  oleates,  the  mixture  should  never  be  heated  to 
more  than  150°  F.,  and  the  solution  should  be  made  in  a  closed  ves- 
sel, in  which  the  atmospheric  air  has  been  deprived  of  its  oxygen  or 
replaced  by  pure  hydrogen  ;  proper  precautions  being  taken  to  allow 
for  the  expansion  of  the  gas  before  entirely  closing  the  apparatus. 

New  Orleana,  La.  F.  &  H. 


NEW  REACTION  FOR  CARHOLTC  ACID. 
By  Charles  Rice, 
The  following  reaction  for  carbolic  acid,  which  occurred  to  me  some 
time  ago,  accidentally,  is  very  decided  and  quite  delicate. 

Into  a  five-inch  test-tube  place  about  10  grains  of  powdered  chlorate 
of  potassa,  pour  upon  it  strong  hydrochloric  acid  to  the  depth  of  about 
one  inch,  and  allow  the  action  and  evolution  of  gas  to  proceed  for 
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about  one  minute.  Then  dilute  with  1\  volumes  of  water,  and  remove 
the  gas  contained  in  the  upper  part  of  the  test-tube  by  blowing  it  out 
•with  a  bent  glass  tube.  It  is  advisable  not  to  omit  this  precaution, 
since  otherwise  the  subsequent  addition  of  ammonia  is  frequently  ac- 
companied by  a  vivid  flash  of  light.  Pour  upon  the  liquid  in  the  tube 
solution  of  ammonia,  without  shaking,  so  that  the  latter  will  float  upon 
the  liquid  to  the  depth  of  about  a  half  inch,  and  remove  the  white 
clouds  of  chloride  of  ammonium  by  blowing  gently  through  a  glass 
tube  as  before.  Now  add  a  few  drops  of  the  liquid  suspected  to  con- 
tain carbolic  acid,  by  pouring  it  down  the  sides  of  the  tube.  If  any 
be  present,  the  upper  previously  colorless  ammoniacal  layer  will  as- 
sume a  color  varying  from  the  darkest  brown  through  all  the  shades 
of  red  brown,  blood  red,  rose  red.  according  to  the  quantity  of  car- 
bolic acid  present.  The  color  appears  first,  either  at  the  top,  when 
much  acid  is  present,  or  below  at  the  point  of  contact  of  the  two  layers 
of  liquid,  when  the  quantity  of  acid  is  small,  in  the  form  of  a  colored 
ring.  One  part  of  carbolic  acid  in  12,000  may  yet  be  distinguished. 
The  same  reaction  is  produced  with  creasote ;  but  I  have  not  been 
able  to  produce  it  with  any  other  substance.  In  the  meantime  this 
test  will  no  doubt  prove  useful  as  a  negative  one :  the  failure  of  the 
reaction  proving  the  absence  of  a  notable  quantity  of  carbolic  acid. 
New  York,  Jan.  24,  1873. 


GERMAN  CHERRY  JUICE. 
By  a.  W.  Miller,  M.  D. 

This  article  is  at  present  imported  from  Germany  in  large  quanti- 
ties, being  manufactured  principally  in  the  vicinity  of  Magdeburg.  It 
is  obtained  by  expressing  the  common  black  cherries,  which  are  there 
cultivated  for  this  express  purpose.  In  this][country  it  is  chiefly  con- 
sumed by  the  compounders  of  liquors  in  a  number  of  their  prepara- 
tions. Finding  that  it  also  can  be  advantageously  employed  for  phar- 
maceutical purposes,  it  appeared  to  possess  suflicient  interest  to  war- 
rant calling  the  attention  of  the  profession  towards  it. 

The  importance  of  cherry  juice  to  the  liquor  trade  may  be  estimated 
from  the  fact  that  a  single  firm  in  this  city  imports  annually  from 
350  to  500  casks,  while  the  entries  at  the  New  York  Custom  House 
are  at  least  1500  casks  per  annum.  Each  of  these  casks,  which  are 
similar  to  those  in  which  German  wine  is  imported,  contains  from  150 
to  200  gallons. 
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Cherry  juice  is  a  richly  colored,  dark  red  liquid  ;  it  is  somewhat 
glutinous,  but  perfectly  bright  and  clear.  Its  taste  is  rather  pleas- 
ant, fruity,  slightly  acidulous  and  somewhat  alcoholic.  Without  the 
addition  of  sugar  it  is  rather  too  sour  to  be  agreeable  as  a  beverage. 
The  specific  gravity  of  a  specimen  examined  was  1041,  but  this,  of 
course,  may  vary  materially. 

The  importers  state  that  its  alcoholic  strength  ranges  from  10  to  15 
per  cent.  In  order  to  arrive  at  a  more  definite  figure  in  regard  to  the 
cask  under  examination,  one  gallon  of  it  was  subjected  to  fractional 
distillation,  with  the  following  results  : 

Ist  pint  distilled  contained  33J  per  cent,  of  alcohol. 

2d  *'  "  12t-         "         *' 

Summing  these  up  and  reducing  them  to  the  full  quantity,  an  av- 
erage  of  llj  per  cent,  is  obtained.  Allowing  for  a  little  loss,  though, 
as  the  distillation  was  conducted  carefully,  this  could  not  have  been 
very  great,  it  is  probable  that  the  proportion  of  alcohol  was  really 
about  l'2h  per  cent,,  or  one-eighth  of  the  entire  bulk.  It  may  be  here 
remarked  that  the  article  pays  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  25  per  cent., 
and  as  this  is  usually  about  17  cents  per  gallon,  the  importers  save 
the  difference  between  this  and  the  specific  duty  on  the  spirit  which 
it  contains,  which  would  be  12|  per  cent,  of  $2.00,  or  25  cents  per 
gallon.  The  above  amount  of  alcohol  seems  to  be  sufficient  to  pre- 
serve the  juice  under  ordinary  circumstances,  although  it  will  occa- 
sionally ferment  during  the  hot  weather  of  summer,  particularly  when 
left  in  half  filled  barrels. 

As  the  importer's  price  for  German  cherry  juice  is  usually  rather 
less  than  $1.00  (gold)  per  gallon,  this  low  figure  is  one  of  its  main 
recommendations.  This  rate  in  reality  is  only  about  one-fourth  of 
that  which  is  usually  paid  for  fruit  juices  put  up  in  hermetically-sealed 
quart  bottles.  The  small  proportion  of  alcohol  contained  in  the  cherry 
juice  cannot  be  held  to  detract  from  its  merits,  as  it  can  readily  be 
expelled  by  heat,  and  wherever  the  arrargements  are  such  that  it  can 
be  recovered  by  distillation,  it  will  positively  add  to  the  money  value, 
being  worth  nearly  double  that  which  has  been  paid  for  the  article. 
The  fact  of  the  juice  being  perfectly  clear  and  transparent,  so  that  it 
will  mix  in  all  proportions  with  syrupy  and  alcoholic  liquids  without 
producing  the  slightest  turbidity,  is  another  important  point  in  its  favor. 
Besides  this,  the  juice  is  always  ready  for  immediate  use,  requiring 
neither  filtering,  straining  nor  any  other  troublesome  and  tedious  pre- 
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paration,  and  it  is  not  near  so  liable  to  spoil  as  solutions  of  cochineal. 
Indeed,  it  ^\'ill  be  very  diflBcult  to  find  any  other  article,  by  means  of 
which  an  ecjually  beautiful  tint  can  be  given  to  elixirs,  Cura^oa  cor- 
dial or  other  elegant  pharmaceutical  preparations,  and  particularly  in 
80  convenient  a  manner. 

Cherry  juice  seems  also  to  be  specially  suited  for  the  compound 
syrup  of  phosphates,  with  the  coloring  of  which  most  manufacturers 
have  heretofore  had  trouble.  Used  in  the  proportion  of  one  ounce  of 
juice  in  a  pint  of  the  syrup,  it  produces  a  brilliant  claret  red  color, 
which  is  not  affected  by  either  muriatic  or  phosphoric  acids,  and  which 
is  neither  precipitated  nor  bleached  by  exposure  to  the  light.  The 
fruity  flavor  imparted  to  the  syrup,  of  course,  is  rather  an  advantage 
than  otherwise. 

Soda  water  syrups,  prepared  from  strawberry  and  raspberry  juice, 
particularly  when  it  is  a  year  old,  have  often  less  color  than  is  desir- 
able. "While  most  druggists  are  reluctant  to  add  anilin  or  any  other 
artificial  coloring  matter,  there  can  be  no  possible  objection  raised  to 
the  crimson  tinted  cherry  juice,  about  four  ounces  of  which  will  be  found 
to  be  sufficient  to  bring  one  gallon  of  strawberry  syrup  up  to  the 
proper  shade.  Professor  Parrish,  in  his  "Practical  Pharmacy,"  even 
highly  recommends  the  admixture  of  black  cherries  with  raspberries 
in  the  preparation  of  the  syrup,  and  the  same  suggestion  occurs  in 
several  French  works.  For  enriching  the  color  of  raspberry  syrup, 
eight  ounces  of  cherry  juice  can  be  used  advantageously  to  a  gallon. 

The  following  pharmaceutical   formulae  illustrate  some   additional 

applications  of  cherry  juice  in  the  drug  business.     All  of  them  have 

been  thoroughly  tested,  and  most  of  them  have  been  in  use  for  some 

time,  having  met  with  general  approbation  among  the  consumers : 

Cherry  Soda  Water  Syrup. 

German  Cherry  Juice,    .....         1  quart. 

Water,      ........     1  quart. 

Best  Crushed  Sugar, 7|  lbs. 

Citric  Acid,       .         .         .         .         .         .         .     -J-  oz. 

Boil  in  a  porcelain  capsule  and  strain.   This  yields  a  finely  flavored 

and  richly  tinted  syrup,  which  is  much  admired  by  the  frequenters  of 

the  fountain. 

Cherry   Wine. 

German  Cherry  Juice,  ....         3  quarts. 

Grape  Sugar  Syrup,         .....     1  pint. 

Simple  Syrup,      .         .         .         ...         .         1  pint. 


102  German  Cherry  Juice.  {^WTx^mT' 

This  furnishes  a  cheap,  palatable  and  gently  stiraulating  beverage. 
Its  taste  resembles  the  best  of  the  popular  domestic  fruit  wines. 

Cherry  Jelly. 
Cox's  or  Cooper's  Gelatine         ...  1^  drachm. 

Wash  with  cold  water,  and  add 

White  Sugar,         ......     1  ounce. 

German  Cherry  Juice,        .         .         .         .         ^      " 

Boiling  Water,       ......     5  ounces. 

Stir  until  all  the  gelatine  and  sugar  have  been  dissolved,  and  then 
set  aside  in  a  cool  place  to  gelatinize.    As  a  pleasant  variation  in  the 
diet  of  invalids,  this   can   be  highly  recommended.     It  is  also   occa- 
sionally quite  acceptable  as  a  dessert  for  the  table. 

Translated  into  the  language  of  the  kitchen,  the  above  may  be  di- 
rected to  be  Diade  by  putting  two  heaped  spoonfuls  of  Cox's  gelatine 
into  a  coffee  cup,  washing  it  with  cold  water,  adding  a  heaped  table- 
spoonful  of  sugar  and  one  tablespoonful  of  cherry  juice,  then  nearly 
filling  the  cup  with  boiling  water,  and  stirring  until  all  is  dissolved. 
Imitation  of  the  Syrup  of  Red  Oranges  of  Malta. 
(Sirop  d'Oranges  rouges  de  Malte.) 
Simple  Syrup,      ......         1  gallon. 

German  Cherry  Juice,       .         .         .         .         .     6  oz. 

Essence  of  Cura^-oa  orange  (containing  2  oz.  of  oil 
in  a  pint),  .         .         .         .         .         .         ^  oz. 

Citric  Acid,      .         .         .         .         .         .         .     1  oz. 

The  quality  of  this  syrup  depends  almost  entirely  on  the  purity  and 

freshness  of  the  essence  of  Curagoa,  which  is  difficult  to  obtain  of  good 

flavor.     The   syrup  itself  should  be  made  in  small  amounts,  as  it  is 

liable  to  be  changed  to  an  unpleasant  rancid  flavor  on  long  exposure. 

Imitation  Strawberry  Syrup. 

Simple  Syrup        ...... 

German  Cherry  Juice,       .... 

Tincture  of  Orris  Root,  .... 

Citric  Acid,     ...... 

Strawberry  Flavor,       ..... 

hnitation  Raspberry  Syrup. 
Simple  Syrup       ...... 

German  Cherry  Juice,     .... 

Tincture  of  Orris  Root,  .... 

Citric  Acid,     ...... 

Raspberry  Flavor,         ..... 


1  gallon. 

4  oz. 

1  oz. 

6  drachms. 

3 

1  gallon. 

8  oz. 

2  oz. 

6  drachms. 

Q            H 
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The  compounders  of  liquors  use  cherry  juice  chiefly,  if  not  exclu- 
sirely,  for  manufacturing  cherry  brandy  (known  also  as  cherry  bounce 
or  guignolet),  blackberry  brandy  and  an  imitation  of  Port  -wine.  For 
the  benefit  of  those  -who  may  be  desirous  of  knowing  the  composition 
of  these  fancy  liquors,  which  have  a  large  sale  in  the  South,  the  fol- 
lowing receipts  are  appended,  which  have  been  obtained  from  trust- 
worthy sources  : 

Cherry  Brandy. 
German  Cherry  Juice,         ....         15  gallons. 
Pure  Rectified  Spirits,  .         .         .         .     20      " 

Simple  Syrup, 5      " 

Oil  of  Bitter  Almonds, 1  drachm. 

Rectified  spirit  is  understood  to  be  whiskey,  which  has  been  thor- 
oughly deodorized  by  percolating  through  charcoal,  and  which  is  of 
first  proof  =  50  per  cent,  alcohol. 

Blackberry  Brandy. 
German  Cherry  Juice,  ....  3  gallons. 

Pure  Rectified  Spirits, 25       " 

Simple  Syrup,     ......  5       " 

Clear  Water, 5       " 

Oil  of  Cinnamon,  .....  1  drachm. 

Oil  of  Cloves, 1  " 

The  oils  are  to  be  first  dissolved  in  about  a  pint  of  alcohol,  or  high 
wine  and  then  to  be  mixed  with  the  spirits  before  the  addition  of  the 
other  ingredients. 

Imitation  of  Port  Wine. 
German  Cherry  Juice,         ....  15  gallons. 

Pure  Rectified  Spirits,  .  .  .  .  .     10       " 

Clear  Water, 10       " 

Simple  Syrup,        ......       4       " 

Tincture  of  Rhatany,  ....  1  pint. 

Port  Wine  Ether,  .....       2  ounces. 

It  is  claimed  that  fictitious  port  wine  is  not  at  present  manufactured 
in  this  country,  as  the  same  thing  can  be  done  abroad  at  a  much  lower 
figure.  It  is  stated  that  ordinary  port  wine,  which  is  not  by  any  means 
the  pure  juice  of  the  grape,  can  be  imported  for  somewhat  less  than 
70  cents  per  gallon.  Under  these  circumstances,'it  is,  of  course,  in 
the  interest  of  liquor  merchants  to  sell  wines  "  strictly  pure  as  im- 
ported "  or  "  in  bond,"  rather  than  to  trouble  themselves  unnecessa- 
rily in  compounding  them  here. 
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COD  LITER  OIL  AND    LACTOPHOSPHATE  OF  LIME. 
By  Edward  Chilxs. 

This  remedy  is  being  quite  extensively  prescribed  by  physicians, 
and  as  considerable  inquiry  has  been  made  as  to  an  eligible  mode  of 
prescribing  it,  I  will  give  my  experience  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
article,  and  also  a  simple  process  for  making  syrup  of  lacto-phosphate 
of  lime. 

For  a  long  time  I  have  had  demand  for  a  tasteless  cod  liver  oil, 
and  have  been  in  the  habit  of  preparing  it  in  the  form  of  an  emulsion 
■with  gum  arabic  and  water,  and  covering  the  odor  with  a  few  drops  of 
essential  oil  of  bitter  almonds. 

Over  a  year  ago  I  found  physicians  were  prescribing  cod  liver  oil 
and  lacto-phosphate  of  lime,  and  I  devised  a  formula  for  it,  based 
on  my  experience  with  the  simple  emulsion  and  the  syrup  of  lacto- 
phosphate  of  lime,  for  which  a  considerable  demand  had  sprung  up. 
The  formula  I  then  devised  has  been  followed  by  me  up  to  the  present 
time,  and  has  invariably  given  satisfaction,  and  produces  an  article 
which  does  not  separate  or  become  rancid. 

I  think,  however,  it  should  be  prepared  extemporaneously  as  pre- 
scribed by  physicians,  and  I  have  not  kept  it  on  hand,  but  prepare  it 
as  wanted,  thus  always  giving  a  perfectly  sweet  article. 

Take  of  Gum  arabic,  .  .  .  5ij  jij. 

Water,  .  .  .  .     fgij. 

Syr.  lacto-phosphate  of  lime,  .  fsvi. 

Cod  liver  oil,       ....     f.^viij. 

Essential  oil  bitter  almonds,  .        six  drops. 

Rub  the  gum,  water  and  syrup  together,  until  a  smooth  mucilage 
is  made,  then  add  the  oil  gradually  with  constant  stirring,  and,  lastly, 
the  oil  of  bitter  almonds. 

Thus  made,  each  tablespoonful  of  cod  liver  oil  and  lacto-phosphate 
of  lime  contains  four  (4)  grains  lacto-phosphate  of  lime  and  50  per 
cent,  of  cod  liver  oil.  The  gum  in  the  above  should  be  selected, 
ground  and  passed  through  a  seive  of  60  meshes  to  the  inch.  Cod 
liver  oil  and  lacto-phosphate  of  lime,  prepared  in  this  manner,  forms 
a  preparation  free  from  unpleasant  taste  and  odor,  and  enables  the 
practitioner  to  administer  these  valuable  remedies  without  repugnance 
on  the  part  of  the  patient. 


I 
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Syrup  Lacto- Phosphate  of  Lime. 

Take  of  Chloride  of  calcium,  .  .  •       Si- 

Phosphate  of  soda,         .  .  .  5iv. 

Concentrated  lactic  acid,     .  .  .       |i. 

Dissolve  the  chloride  of  calcium  and  phosphate  of  soda  separately, 
and  mix  the  solutions ;  wash  the  precipitate  and  dissolve  in  the  acid. 
Filter  and  mix  with  sufficient  syrup  to  make  two  and  one-half  pints. 
Philadelphia,  Feb.  12th,  1873. 


FORMULAS  FOR  TWO  ELIXIRS. 

By  Jamks  "W.  Long. 
Elixir  of  Quiyiia  and  Taraxacum. 
E 

Vinum  Quinise,*  .  .  .  0  j 

Ceylon  Cinnamon,  ground, 

Coriander,         .  .  .  .         aa  3  jss. 

Aniseed, 

Caraway,  .  .  .  .         aa  3  ss. 

French  Brandy,     ...  flj  ij. 

Simple  Syrup,  .  .  .  fls  v. 

Fluid  Ext.  Taraxacum,       .  .  fl5  ij. 

Cinnamon  Water,  .  .  .  fl^  iij. 

Percolate  through  the  aromatics  the  vinum  quinise,  following  it  with 
the  brandy ;  next  add  the  syrup  and  taraxacum  without  filtration, 
and  lastly  the  cinnamon  water  through  the  filtering  paper.  Let  the 
mixture  stand  three  days,  with  frequent  agitation,  when  filter  again 
through  paper. 

When  made  strictly  according  to  this  formula,  a  cloud  or  precipi- 
tate will  form  with  age.  After  repeated  trials,  I  have  been  unable  to 
remedy  this  without  impairing  the  strength,  but  as  this  does  not  inter- 
fere with  the  taste,  I  regard  it  as  of  no  consequence. 

This  Elixir  has  met  with  considerable  favor  from  physicians,  who 
have  used  it  as  a  tonic  and  stimulant,  and  also  made  it  a  menstruum 
for  either  the  administration  of  more  quinia  or  other  remedies. 

Another  very  handsome  and  exceedingly  palatable  preparation  is 
the 

*  The  dose  of  quinia  in  this  elixir  can  be  regulated  by  the  proportions  of  the 
wine,  and  the  elixir  can  be  made  to  contain  any  amount,  from  one  to  five  grains 
in  a  tablespoonful,  and  still  be  palatable. 
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Elixir  of  Iron  [Ferri  Pi/rophosphas,  V.  S.  P.) 
R 

Fcrri  Pyrophosphatis,  grs.  160. 

Dissolve   in  6  fluid-ounces  of   water,   by  pouring 

from  one  glass  vessel  to  another. 
Add  Spts.  Vini  Gallici, 
And  Vini  Aurantii, 
Prepare  a  filter  and  place  in  it 

Caraway,  .... 

Coriander, 

Aniseed,  .... 

Grd.  Orange  Peel,     . 
Ceylon  Cinnamon,  ground, 
Filter  the  solution  through  the  aromatics  into  a  bottle  having  four 
tluid  ounces  of  simple  syrup  in  it,  and  add  enough  of  the  following 
mixture  to  make  it  measure  one  pint. 

Vini  Aurantii,  .  .  .2  parts. 

Spts.  Vini  Gallici,  .  .  2  parts. 

Aquse  Destill.,  .  .  .1  part. 

Mix  by  agitation. 
Each  tablespoonful  of  the  Elixir  contains  five  grains  of  the  iron 
salt.     It  will  not  become  sour,  and  can  be  made  in  bulk  to   keep  an 
indefinite  time. 
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SELECTED   FORMULAS    FROM    PHARMACOPCEA  GERMANICA. 

By  the  Editor. 

Many  of  the  numerous  German  practitioners  residing  in  this  coun- 
try continue  to  prescribe  preparations  which  are  officinal  in  Germany, 
and  are  either  little  known  to  American  pharmacists  or  differ  in 
strength  and  occasionally  in  composition  from  similar  ones  oflBcinal  in 
our  national  Pharmacopoeia.  In  the  following  selection,  in  which  the 
nomenclature  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  is  retained,  we  shall  endeavor  to 
present  to  our  readers  the  more  important  preparations,  and  to  point 
out  any  difference  in  strength  or  composition.  All  the  quantities 
given  are  in  parU  hy  weight. 

Acetum  aromaticum.  Oils  of  rosemary,  juniper  and  lemon,  of  each 
1  part;  oil  of  thyme,  2  p.;  oil  of  cloves,  5  p.;  tincture  of  cinnamon 
(Chinese  cinnamon,  1  p.,  to  G8  per  ct.  alcohol,  5  p.),  100  p.;  aroma- 
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tic  tincture  (see  formula  below),  50  p.;  dilute  acetic  acid,  spec.  grav. 
1-040,  200  p.;  distilled  water,  1000  p.  Mix,  and  after  three  days 
filter. 

Note.  The  dilute  acetic  acid  of  the  German  Pharmacopoeia  is  of 
about  the  same  strength  as  the  acetic  acid  No.  S  of  our  commerce. 

Acidum  aceticum  aromatieum.  Oil  of  cloves,  9  parts ;  oils  of  lav- 
€nder  and  of  lemon,  each  6  p.;  oils  of  bergamot  and  of  thyme,  each 
43  p.;  oil  of  Chinese  cinnamon,  1  p.;  glacial  acetic  acid,  25  parts. 
Dissolve  by  agitation. 

Acetum  Colchici  Colchicum  seed,  bruised,  1  part ;  alcohol,  90 
per  ct,  1  p.;  pure  vinegar  (6  per  ct.  acetic  acid),  9  parts.  Digest  for 
'eight  days,  express  and  filter. 

Acetum  Digitalis  and  Acetiwi  Scillce  are  prepared  in  the  same  pro- 
portions, the  latter  requiring  only  maceration  for  three  days  and 
light  expression. 

Ammonium  carhonicum  pyro-ohosum.  Carbonate  of  ammonium, 
32  parts:  Dippel's  animal  oil,  1.  p.     Mix  thoroughly. 

This  preparation,  sometimes  prescribed  as  a  powerful  stimulant,  is 
employed  in  making 

Liquor  Ammonii  suceinici.  Succinic  acid,  1  part ;  dissolve  in  8 
parts  of  distilled  water,  and  neutralize  with  pyro-oleous  carbonate  of 
ammonium,  1  p.,  or  q.  s.     After  twenty-four  hours  filter. 

Ammonium  chloratum  f erratum.  To  a  solution  of  16  p.  chloride 
of  ammonium  in  32  p.  water  add  3  parts  solution  of  ferric  chloride 
(containing  15  per  ct.  of  iron  or  43*5  per  ct.  anhydrous  ferric  chlo- 
ride). Evaporate  to  dryness  in  a  porcelain  vessel,  with  continued 
■agitation,  and  rub  the  residue  to  powder. 

Aqua  aromatica,  s.  Aqua  cephalica,  8.  Bahamum  emhryonum.  Sage, 
4  parts ;  rosemary,  peppermint,  lavender,  of  each  2  parts ;  fennel 
and  Chinese  cinnamon,  each  1  part.  The  bruised  materials  are  mixed 
with  26  parts  alcohol  and  130  p.  water,  macerated  for  24  hours,  and 
72  parts  obtained  bj  distillation. 

Aqua  Ciymamomi  spirituosa  s.  vinosa.  Chinese  cinnamon,  68  per 
ct.  alcohol,  of  each  1  part ;  water,  10  parts.     Distil  5  parts. 

Aqua  foetida  antihysterica,  s.  Prayensis.  Galbanum,  8  p.;  assafoe- 
tida,  12  p.;  myrrh,  6  p.;  valerian,  16  p.;  zedoary,  16  p.;  angelica, 
4  p.;  peppermint,  12  p.;  wild  thyme,  8  p.;  chamomile,  8  p.;  castor, 
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1  p.  The  bruised  drugs  are  macerated  for  twenty-four  hours  with 
150  p.  of  (38  per  ct.  alcohol,  then  300  p.  of  water  added,  and  300 
parts  obtained  by  distillation. 

Aiiua  Opii.  Coarsely  powdered  opium,  1  part;  water,  10  parts^ 
Distil  5  parts. 

Aqua  vulneraria  spirttuosa  «.  vinosa.  Peppermint,  rosemary,  rue, 
sage,  wormwood,  lavender,  of  each  1  part;  68  per  ct.  alcohol,  18  p.; 
water,  50  p.     Macerate  for  two  days,  and  distil  30  parts. 

Ceratum  ^-Eruginii,  s.  viride,  s,  Emphutrwn  viride.  Yellow  wax, 
12  p.;  Burgundy  pitch,  6  p.;  turpentine,  4  p.;  finely  powdered  verdi- 
gris, 1  part. 

Ceratum  myristiccr  s.  Bahamum  nucistce.  Yellow  wax,  1  p.;  olive 
oil,  2  p.;  expressed  oil  of  nutmegs,  6  parts.     Mix. 

Cetaceum  saccharatum  8.  prceparatum.  Spermaceti,  1  part,  pow- 
dered sugar,  3  parts.     Rub  to  a  very  fine  powder. 

Charta  nitrata. — Bibulous  paper,  saturated  with  a  solution  of  1  p. 
nitrate  of  potassium  in  4  parts  water,  and  dried. 

Charta  resinosa,  8.  antirheumatica,  s.  antarthritica.  Black  pitch, 
turpentine,  of  each  G  parts;  yellow  wax,  4  p.;  resin,  10  p.  Melt 
together  and  coat  paper  with  the  mixture. 

Cuprum  aluminatum,  «.  Lapis  divinus.  Powdered  sulphate  of  cop- 
per, nitrate  of  potassium  and  alum,  of  each  16  parts.  Fuse  them  in 
a  porcelain  vessel,  remove  from  the  fire,  and  stir  in  a  mixture  of  1  p^ 
each  of  powdered  camphor  and  alum. 

Elixir  amarum.  Extract  of  buckbean,  extract  of  orange-peel,  of 
each  2  parts  ;  peppermint  water,  68  per  ct.  alcohol,  of  each  16  parts ; 
spirit  of  ether  (made  of  3  p.  alcohol  and  1  p.  ether),  1  part.  Dissolve 
and  mix. 

Elixir  Aurantii  compositutn,  8.  viscerale  Hofftnanni.  Orange-ber- 
ries, 6  parts;  Chinese  cinnamon,  2  p.;  carbonate  of  potassium,  1  p.; 
Sherry  wine,  50  parts.  Macerate  for  eight  days,  express,  strain  and 
add  1  part  of  each  of  the  extracts  of  gentian,  wormwood,  buckbean 
and  cascarilla ;  dissolve,  allow  to  settle,  and  filter. 

Elixir  e  Succo  Litjuiriti(e.  Purified  liquorice  (by  exhausting  with 
cold  water  and  evaporating),  2  parts ;  dissolve  in  6  p.  of  fennel  water 
and  add  2  parts  of  anisated  ammonia. 
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The  latter  article,  named 

Liquor  Ammonii  anisatus,  is  made  by  dissolving  1  part  of  oil  of 
anise  in  24  parts  alcohol  and  adding  5  parts  water  of  ammonia, 

Emuhio  oleosa.  Expressed  almond  oil,  2  p.;  gum  arable,  1  p.;  dis- 
tilled water,  17  parts. 

Emuhio  Amygdahtrum  composita.  Sweet  almonds,  4  p.;  hyoscy- 
amus  seed,  1  part ;  dilute  bitter  almond  water  (made  by  distillation, 
and  containing  o|J,j  per  ct.  IlCy),  64  parts.  Make  an  emulsion  and 
add  sugar,  6  p.,  and  magnesia,  1  part. 

Extractum  Ohince  frigide  paratum.  The  cold  infusion  of  2  parts 
of  pale  cinchona  bark  is  evaporated  to  IJ  parts;  when  cold,  filtered, 
and  evaporated  to  the  proper  consistence. 

Extractum  Ferri  poinatum.  The  juice  of  50  pans  sour  apples  is 
by  digestion  saturated  with  powdered  iron,  and  the  filtered  liquid 
evaporated. 

Extractum  Malti.  1  part  of  barley  malt  is  macerated  for  three 
hours  with  1  part  of  cold  water ;  4  parts  of  water  are  then  added, 
the  whole  digested  for  an  hour  at  a  temperature  not  exceeding  65°  C, 
then  heated  to  boiling,  expressed  and  strained.  The  clear  liquid  is 
evaporated  with  constant  agitation,  and  the  extract  preserved  in  a 
<;ool  place. 

Extractum  Malti  ferratum.  95  parts  extract  of  malt  are  mixed 
with  2  parts  pyrophosphate  of  iron,  previously  dissolved  in  3  parts  of 
water. 

Extractum  Secalis  cornuti,  s.  Extr.  hcemostaticum.,  s.  Ergotinum. 
1  part  of  coarsely  powdered  ergot  is  twice  macerated  for  six  hours 
with  2  parts  of  distilled  water ;  the  mixed  infusions  are  evaporated 
to  the  consistence  of  a  thin  syrup,  to  which  1  part  of  68  per  cent, 
alcohol  is  added,  the  mixture  being  filtered,  after  standing  one  day, 
and  evaporated. 

Extractum  Strychni  aquosum,  8.  Nucum  vomicarum  aquosum.  1  p. 
of  coarsely  powdered  nux  vomica  is  treated  with  4  parts,  afterwards 
with  3  parts  of  boiling  water,  and  each  time  macerated  for  twenty- 
four  hours.  The  strained  infusions  are  mixed,  evaporated  to  dryness 
and  powdered. 

Note.  Aqueous  extract  of  nux  vomica  is  regarded  to  be  about  one- 
fourth  the  strength  of  the  alcoholic  extract. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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GLEANINGS  FROM  THE  EUROPEAN  JOURNALS- 
V>\  THE  Editor. 

Water  in  Volatile  Oils. — George  Leuclis  objicrvod  that  volatile  oils^ 
which  have  been  obtained  by  distillation  with  water,  contain  water 
even  if  perfectly  clear.  On  mixing  tlnin  with  petroleum-bcnzin,  a 
turbidity  is  produced  by  the  separation  of  wattr.  The  volatile  oilft 
of  lavender,  cloves,  spike,  cinnamon,  rosemary,  sassafras  and  juniper 
were  found  to  contain  water  ;  also  oil  of  lemon  and  hcrgamot.  Mere- 
traces  of  water  were  observed  in  Portugal  and  wintergreen  oil,  while 
the  oils  of  turpentine,  cedar,  lemon,  rue  and  amber  were  found  free 
of  water. — Journal/,  prakt.  Chemie^  1872,  1  ">'.♦. 

Proce%»  for  bleaching  the  oils  of  rapeseed,  puppyseed  and  Jiaxseed. 
— C  Puscher  recommends  to  mix  100  kilograms  of  the  oil  with  2  kilo- 
grams of  a  mixture  obtained  from  equal  weights  of  ltt>  per  cent,  alco- 
hol and  sulphuric  acid.  The  sulphovinic  acid  mixes  uniformly  with 
the  oil,  the  mixture  soon  shows  a  green  turbidity,  which  afterwards 
becomes  black,  and  in  24  to  48  hours  separates  as  a  black  sediment- 
Poppy-  and  rapeseed  oils  are  now  colorless,  while  linseed  oil  shows 
in  thick  layers  merely  a  yellowish  tint.  The  decanted  oils  require  to 
be  washed  by  agitation  with  hot  water,  to  remove  traces  of  sulphuric 
acid. — Chem.  Centralbl.,  1872,  No.  52,  from  Bai/r.  Ind.  u.  Gew.  BL, 
1872. 

Corks  saturated  with  paraffin  are  used  for  corking  bottles  contain- 
ing alcoholic  or  caustic  liquids,  Ruschhaupt  prepares  them  as  fol- 
lows :  Paraffin  is  fused  in  a  suitable  vessel,  the  dry  corks  are  added 
and  immersed  in  the  paraffin  by  means  of  a  perforated  cover  or  disc. 
The  air  is  now  easily  expelled  from  the  pores  of  the  corks,  which, 
after  about  five  mintites,  are  removed  and  cooled  ;  they  may  now  be 
cut  and  bored  like  wax,  are  easily  driven  into  the  necks  of  bottles 
and  readily  removed,  retain  their  smoothness  and  are  gas-tight  through- 
out.— Apoth.  Ztitung,  1872,  No.  50. 

A  new  reitiedy  for  tooth-ache  is  recommended  by  Dr.  Dop,  who  in- 
jects into  the  gum  near  the  aching  tooth  some  chloroform,  of  which 
two  drops  are  usually  sufficient  for  the  severest  cases.  Occasionally 
a  second  injection  becomes  necessary,  which  is  always  successful. — 
Jfud.,  1873,  No.  1.  from  Revue  med.  de  Touhuae.  1872. 
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Crlycerin  lemoyiade  in  diabetes  mellitus. — 0.  Schultzcn  recommends 
the  following,  which  is  to  be  taken  during  the  day  :  Glycerin  20  to 
50  grams,  water  1000,  citric  or  tartaric  acid  5  grm. — Jbid.,  No.  2. 

Ferrous  sulphate,  precipitated  by  alcohol,  was  stated  by  Barckhau- 
sen*  to  contain  less  water  of  crystallization  than  the  crystallized  salt. 
L.  Caro  has  analyzed  this  salt,  and  found  it  to  contain  seven  mole- 
cules of  water,  the  same  as  the  crystallized  preparation.  By  titra- 
tion with  permanganate,  he  found  it  of  the  same  composition  after  a 
month's  exposure  to  the  atmosphere. — Annalen  d.  Chern.  u.  Pharm., 
clxv,  29—32. 

The  ivater  air  pu7np. — Prof.  R.  Bunsen  publishes  a  card,  in  which 
he  states  that  the  discovery  of  the  fact  that,  by  columns  of  liquids 
flowing  downwards  a  more  perfect  vacuum  can  be  obtained  than  by 
other  means,  belongs  solely  to  Dr.  Sprengel,  who  published  his  re- 
searches in  the  Journal  of  the  Chemical  Society  January,  1865  ;  in 
his  paper  on  filtration  under  pressure,  published  in  1868,  he  gave  due 
credit  to  the  inventor. — Ibid.,  159,  160. 

Oxalate  of  iron  is  recommended  by  Dr.  Girard  for  medicinal  pur- 
poses, and  a  report  on  this  preparation,  by  M.  E.  Caventou,  is  pub- 
lished in  Journal  de  Pharmaeie  et  de  Chimiey  1873,  61,  63. 

This  salt,  which  is  now  officinal  in  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia, 
has  been  employed  medicinally  in  this  country  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  was  first  recommended  by  Dr.  G.  0.  Schgeffer,  of  Washington, 
D.  C,  in  1854.  See  Proceedings  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  1867,  page  407,  and  1869,  page  389. 


ON  THE  YIELD  OF  DRY  MATERIAL  FROM  FRESH  VEGET- 

ABLES. 
By  Dr.  G.  C.  Wittstein. 

The  author  gives  in  his  Vierteljahres  Schrift,  1873,  p.  106,  the  fol- 
l»jwing  table,  compiled  from  memoranda  of  his  own  observations  made 
in  1828  and  1829.  The  yield  is  given  for  the  air-dry  material  ob- 
tained from  one  part  of  the  fresh. 

'  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  1872,  p.  16.3. 
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Flowers. 


Achillea  millefolium, 
Convallaria  majalis, 
Matricaria  chamomilla, 
Papaver  rhcvas, 


Achillea  millefolium, 
Arnica  montana, 
Artemisia  absinthium, 
Atropa  belladonna, 
Cnicus  benedictus, 
Comiura  maculatum, 
Digitalis  purpurea, 
Erythriea  centaurium, 
Malva  sylvestris, 

Acorus  calamus, 
Arctium  lappa, 
Polypodium  vulgare. 

Branches. 
Solanum  dulcamara, 


ield.   Collect- 
ed in 

A  July- 

1  May. 

1-!,  June. 

\  July. 


Primula  otlicinalis, 
Rosa  gallica, 
Tilia  europiua, 
Verbascura  thapsus. 


Yield.  Collect- 
ed in 

6  ^lay. 

i  July. 

I  July. 

i  July. 


Herbs  and  Leaves. 

\  June.  Mentha  criepa, 

\-}.  May.  Mentha  piperita, 

i  July.  Menyauthes  trifoliata, 

i  June.  Origanum  majorana, 

4  August.  Tanacetum  vulgare, 

I  June.  Taraxacum  dens-leonis, 
\  May.  (with  the  root), 

\  July.  Tussiiago  farfara, 

h  June.  Veronica  officinalis, 

Boots  and  Bhizomes. 

i  April.  Scrophularia  nodosa, 

I  May.  Symphytum  officinale, 

f^  April.  Tormentilla  erecta, 


March. 


Ytung  Shoots. 
Pinus  sylvestris, 


I  July. 

i  July. 
I  May. 
i  July. 
i  June. 

\  May. 
6  May. 
i  June. 


\  May. 
I  May. 
I  May. 


h  May. 


STRIATED   IPECACUANHAS.* 

By  M.  Planchon. 

It  is  known  that  writers  on  materia  medica  designate  under  the 
name  of  "  striated  ipecacuanha  "  emetic  roots  which  are  distinguished 
from  other  sorts  of  ipecacuanha  by  the  longitudinal  striae  that  mark 
their  surface.  This  kind  appeared  to  be  perfectly  characterized  and 
its  history  cleared  up,  when  some  years  since  there  appeared  a 
memoir  by  M.  Voglf  upon  the  ipecacuanhas  in  the  pharmacological 
collection  at  Vienna.  While  comparing  tiie  species  described  in  that 
memoir  with  those  in  the  collection  of  M.  Guibourt,  it  appeared  to  me 
that  the  same  name  had  been  attributed  to  different  species.     A  stri- 

*  Translated  from  the  Journ.  de  Pharm.  et  de  Chimie  [4],  xvi,  p.  404. 
t  Vogl,    Zeitschrift   des   oesterr.    Apothekervereins ;    Wiggers   and   Huse- 
mann,  Jahresb.  d.  Pharmacognosie,  1867,  p.  64. 
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ated  ipecacuanha  which  I  met  with  about  the  same  time  at  the  Phar- 
macie  Centvale  of  M.  Dorvault  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  that  this 
question  was  worthy  of  investigation,  and  I  engaged  several  of  our 
students  successively  to  deal  with  it  in  their  inaugural  theses.  M. 
Georges  Durand,*  in  examining  the  structure  of  various  kinds  of  ipe- 
cacuanhas, pointed  out  that  the  striated  ipecacuanha  of  Vogl  did  not 
correspond  in  its  anatomical  cliaracter?  to  those  of  the  sort  so  named 
in  the  Guibourt  collection.  >1.  Thcnot,!  preparateur  of  natural  his- 
tory in  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  went  further,  and  showed  that  in  the 
collection  of  the  school  there  existed  in  reality  two  species  of  striated 
ipecacuanha  differing  considerably  in  their  anatomical  characters. 
This  result  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  M.  Charles  Menier,|  who, 
passing  in  review  all  the  true  and  false  species  of  ipecacuanhas,  sub- 
mitted them  to  a  microscopical  examination. 

It  thus  appeared  from  these  researches  that,  under  the  name  of  stri- 
ated ipecacuanha,  writers  have  generally  confounded  two  very  distinct 
roots.  It  is  to  these  species  I  therefore  would  wish  to  refer,  in  order 
to  indicate  their  characters,  investigate  their  botanical  origin,  and 
establi!>h  exactly  their  synonymy. 

The  two  sorts  are  so  diff'erent  in  their  dimensions  that  they  may  be 
designated  respectively  the  major  and  the  minor  striated  ipecacuanha. 

1.  The  Major  Striated  Ipecacuanha. — This  ipecacuanha  is  met  with 
in  moderately  long  fragments,  sometimes  attaining  a  length  of  nine 
or  ten  centimetres.  The  diameter  varies  between  five  and  nine  milli- 
metres. The  fragments  are  sometimes  rectilinear,  sometimes  sinuous,, 
more  rarely  tortuous.  At  rather  distant  intervals  they  are  marked 
by  contractions  or  simply  circular  interstices.  The  whole  of  the  sur- 
face is  rather  coarsely  striated  longitudinally.  On[^the  upper  side  the 
roots  often  bear  the  base  of  several  stems,  distinguishable  by  their 
much  smoother  surface.  The  color  of  this  ipecacuanha  is  a  tawny 
grey,  tending  sometimes  towards  a  reddish-brown. 

As  in  the  other  species  of  ipecacuanha,  a  section  of  this  root  re- 
veals a  cortical  portion  and  a  ligneous  medituUium.  The  cortical  por- 
tion is  soft  enough  to  allow  of  its   being  marked^by  the  finger  nail. 

*  Etude  des  differentes  racines  d'Ipecacuanha  du  Commerce  (Theses  de 
I'Kcole  de  Pharmacie  de  Paris,  1870). 

t  De  la  Cellule  VegJtale ;  de  son  importaoce  au  'point  de  vue  de  la  matiere 
medicale  (Ibid.,  1870). 

X  Hes  Ipecacuanhas  (Ibid.,  1871). 
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It  has  a  horny  ajipiaranco,  ami  i;;  rather  variable  in  color,  being  some- 
times ^vlliti^iil,  and  passing  by  shades  of  rose  and  violet  to  a  violet 
black.  Its  thickness  is  relatively  considerable,  at  least  two  thirds  of 
the  radius,  and  it  becomes  still  more  so  when  the  root  is  placed  in 
"water,  which  causes  it  to  swell  freely.  The  medituUium  is  of  a  yel- 
lowish-white color.  The  odor  of  the  root  is  not  very  marked.  The 
taste  is  scarcely  nauseous,  being  sometimes  insipid  and  frequently 
sweetish. 

A  microscopical  examination  of  the  cortical  portion  shows  beneath 
five  or  six  layers  of  tubuhir  cells,  with  brownish  walls,  a  paienchyma 
formed  of  large  polygonal  cells.  These  cells  become  smaller  as  they 
approach  the  ligneous  meditullium ;  they  become  pretty  regularly 
hexagonal,  and  form  series  radiating  almost  rectilinearly.  They  are 
entirely  free  from  starch  ;  a  certain  number  of  them  contain  bundles 
of  raphides,  and  all  are  filled  with  an  amorphous  substance  soluble  in 
water,  and  capable  of  reducing  cupro-potassic  solution.  The  ligneous 
meditullium  consists  of  fibres  with  incrusted  sides  arranged  in  radiat- 
ing series,  between  which  are  interposed  vessels  with  very  narrow  open- 
ings, not  exceeding  the  diameter  of  the  ligneous  fibres.  It  contains 
no  trace  of  starch. 

The  salient  characters  resulting  from  this  examination,  and  which 
may  be  regarded  as  distinctive  from  those  of  the  second  species  of  stri- 
ated ipecacuanha,  are  (1)  the  complete  absence  of  starch,  (li)  the  rela- 
tively small  diameter  of  the  vessels  of  the  meditullium,  (-i)  the  pres- 
ence of  a  principle  capable  of  reducing  the  cupro-potassic  reagent. 
This  matter  exists  in  very  great  quantity  in  the  cortical  portion  ;  a 
simple  digestion  in  water  giving  a  liquid  with  strong  reducing  power, 
but  which  does  not  exercise  a  deviating  influence  on  a  ray  of  polar- 
ized light.     This  substance  merits  a  closer  study.* 

The  major  striated  ipecacuanha  comes  from  New  Granada.  It  con- 
tains but  very  little  emetina  ;  at  least  so  it  would  appear  from  the 
analyses  made  by  M.  Dorvault,  which  confirmed  those  made  by  Prof. 
Attfieldjf  who  attributed  to  it  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  active 
principle.  * 

*  Prol'essor  Attfield  has  noticed  the  presence  in  this  root  of  5";i9  per  cent, 
of  grape  sugar,  and  34  per  cent,  cane  sugar,  or  of  substances  soluble  in  water 
and  capable  of  beinj^  converted  into  sugar  by  boiling  with  an  acid  (Phurra. 
Journ.,  second  seriet^,  vol.  xi,  p.  141). 

t  Iioc.  cil. 
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'1.  Minor  Striated  Ipecacuanha. — This  sort  is  dit>tinguished  from 
the  former  bj  its  much  smaller  dimensions.  It  is  in  very  short  frag- 
ments, two  or  three  centimetres  or  more.  Some  nearly  cylindrical, 
scarcely  constricted,  are  only  two  or  three  millimetres  in  diameter ; 
others  are  narrowly  fusiform ;  others  again  are  formed  of  cylindrical 
or  pyriform  segments  placed  end  to  end  ;  these  are  generally  thicker 
and  attain  a  diameter  of  five  or  six  millimetres.  The  general  color 
is  a  grey-brown,  darker  than  that  of  the  first  sort.  The  longitudinal 
striae  are  fine  and  regular.  In  a  transverse  section  the  cortical  por- 
tion is  as  horny  and  the  consistence  closer  than  in  the  major  kind. 
The  meditullium  is  yellowish,  marked  with  a  great  number  of  pores, 
visible  with  a  glass. 

The  microscope  shows  in  the  cortical  portion — (1)  a  first  zone, 
formed  of  from  seven  to  nine  layers  of  very  narrow  tubular  cells  ;  (2) 
a  thick  parenchyma  formed  of  cells  with  irregularly  sinuous  walls, 
filled  with  starch,  and  containing  here  and  there  bundles  of  raphides ; 
(3)  a  liber  zone,  in  a  transverse  section  of  which  are  seen  narrow 
polygonal  fibres  and  cells  ranged  in  radiating  series.  The  ligneous 
meditullium  is  distinguished  immediately  by  the  dimensions  of  the 
vessels',  which  give  a  porous  appearance  to  this  part,  and  which  stand 
out  distinctly  by  their  size  from  the  woody  cells  surrounding  them. 

The  salient  microscopic  characters  of  this  species  are  (1)  the  pres- 
ence of  starch,  ("2)  the  relative  development  of  the  liber  zone,  (3)  the 
size  of  the  vessels  in  the  middle  of  the  woody  layer. 

This  sort  of  striated  ipecacuanha  contains  a  much  larger  propor- 
tion of  emetina  than  the  preceding:  nine  per  cent.,  according  to  the 
analysis  of  Pelletier;*  six  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  pure  emetina,  ac- 
cording to  Attfield.t 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  two  preceding  species  are  perfectly  distinct 
m  some  of  their  anatomical  characters.  Let  us  try  and  complete 
their  history,  profiting  by  the  data  above  given. 

First,  what  is  their  botanical  origin  ?  It  is  known  that  writers  on 
materia  medica  have  referred  the  striated  ipecacuanha  to  a  New  Gra- 
nada plant,  sent  by  Mutis  to  Linntfius,  and  described  by  him  under  the 
name  of  Psychotria  emetica.  Which  of  the  two  commercial  kinds  of 
striated  ipecacuanha  are  obtained  from  this  species  ?  An  examina- 
tion of  the  roots  ought  to  clear  up  this  question.  M.  Triana,  on  tlie 
one  hand,  and  M.  Posada,  on   the  other,  have  kindly  furnished  me 

*Journ.  de  Pharm.,  vol.  vi,  p.  261. 
t  Pharm  Journ.  [2],  vol.  xi,  p.  141» 
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witli  specimens  of  these  roots,  taken  from  the  living  plant.  These 
specimens,  coming  from  different  sources,  have  both  the  outward  ap- 
pearance and  anatomical  structure  of  the  major  striated  ipecacuanha. 
So  that  in  this  respect  the  question  is  completely  settled. 

As  to  the  origin  of  the  second  sort,  I  am  obliged  to  remain  in  doubt. 
Its  structure  appears  to  differ  too  much  from  that  of  the  roots  of  Psy- 
vhotn'a  to  allow  of  its  being  referred  to  a  species  of  the  same  genus. 
It  presents  anatomical  characters  approaching  to  those  of  the  white 
or  unilulated  ipecacuanha,  which  is  referred  to  Richardsonia  scabra, 
St.  Ilil.  ;  and  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  it  were  to  a  plant  of  this 
genus,  or  at  least  of  a  very  near  genus,  that  this  c«nimiercial  sort 
owes  its  origin.  I  incline  the  more  to  this  opinion,  since  some  speci- 
mens appear,  as  it  were,  intermediate  between  the  minor  striated  ipe- 
cacuanha and  the  undulated  ipecacuanha.  1  have  in  my  possession 
some  fragments  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Hanbury,  labelled  "Spurious  Ipe- 
cacuanha.— liichards'inia  scabra."  Now,  the  smallest  of  these  frag- 
ments recall  the  minor  striated  ipecacuanha,  whilst  the  larger  approach 
more  nearly  undulated  ipecacuanha.  But  I  will  not  dwell  further 
upon  a  point  which  at  present  can  only  be  matter  for  conjecture. — 
J^hariii.  Jiiurn.,  Lond.,  Jan.  4,  1873. 


THE  MANIOC,  OR  TAPIOCA  PLANT.* 
By  M.  Pali,  Saoot. 

Tapioca  is  obtained  from  the  Manioc,  or  Cassava,  a  suffrutescent 
plant  belonging  to  the  Order  Euphorbiacese,  which  has  long  been  cul- 
tivated by  the  indigenous  Indians  of  Guiana  and  intertropical  Amer- 
ica. It  is  the  Jatropha  Manihot  of  Linnseus,  and  the  Manihot  utilis- 
nima  and  Manilwt  Aipi  of  Pohl,  By  the  Indians  it  is  known  under 
various  names  ;  the  Caribs  call  it  Kih'e  and  canJiini ;  the  Galibi,  Kie 
ray  ;  the  Arrouagoue,  caluli.  In  the  Antilles,  the  Spanish  colonies, 
New  Granada,  Peru,  and  Para  it  is  called  yuca  :  in  Brazil  mandiocca 
and  maniba  and  aipi  (sweet  manioc) ;  in  Mexico  it  is  called  tziim.  A 
great  number  of  varieties  have  been  observed  under  cultivation,  each 
of  them  permanent,  although  sometimes^  closely  resembling  another 
variety,  and  each  distinguished  by  some  particular  quality.  Botanists 
have  not  yet  met  with  any  form  of  the  cultivated  manioc  in  a  wild 

*  Abstracted  from  a  paper  read  before  the  Societt'  Botaaique  de  France,  Dec. 
18tb,  1871  (Bull,  de  Sec.  Bot.  Fr.  xviii,  341). 
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state;  but  in  Brazil,  Guiana  and  Venezuela  many  undoubtedly  spon- 
taneous species  of  the  genus  Manihot  exist,  and  some  of  them  resem- 
ble  the  cultivated  varieties  very  closely.  The  province  of  Goyaz  in 
Brazil  produces  the  largest  number  of  species,  and  amongst  those  of- 
fering the  closest  points  of  resemblance  are  M.  pusilla,  M.  jiahellifo- 
Ha,  31.  digitiformis  and  M.  triphylla.  Pohl  describes  the  sweet  (non- 
poisonous)  manihot  (called  A'ipi  in  Brazil,  M.  Aipi,  Pohl),  as  a  dis- 
tinct species  from  the  poisonous  manihot  ( Yuca  hrava  or  Mandioca 
brava  of  the  Spanish  and  Portugese  colonies) ;  but  the  author  agrees 
with  Goudot  in  thinking  that  they  are  only  varieties  of  the  same 
species. 

The  manioc  or  cassava  plant  is  propagated  by  cuttings  which  grow 
with  extreme  facility.  The  plant  appears  at  first  as  a  straight  stem, 
furnished  with  large  digitate  leaves,  with  about  seven  lobes.  At  the 
age  of  from  six  to  ten  months,  and  when  from  one  to  two  metres  high, 
it  throws  off  from  its  summit  lateral  branches,  with  smaller  leaves, 
and  shortly  afterwards  bears  flowers.  The  root  then  commences  to 
develop  several  elongated  amylaceous  tubers,  which  continue  to  grow 
underground  as  long  as  the  branches  vield  leaves  and  flowers.  At  the 
end  of  a  year  and  a  half  or  two  years  the  roots  are  ready  for  collec- 
tion ;  but  if  not  wanted  may  be  left  in  the  ground  for  some  time,  pro- 
vided they  be  watched  that  they  do  not  rot.  On  the  other  hand,  they 
may,  if  required,  be  gathered  earlier,  but  the  yield  is  not  so  good. 
The  stalks,  which  are  planted  about  a  metre  apart,  usually  produce 
two  or  three  tubers,  varying  in  size  and  weighing  together  from  one 
to  three  kilograms.  The  plant  is  not  very  choice  as  to  soil,  but  flour- 
ishes most  in  freshly  cleared  ground,  and  prefers  well-drained  spots,  an 
excess  of  moisture  causing  it  to  rot.  Although  living  for  two  or  three 
years,  the  plant  is  not  strictly  a  perennial,  since  it  becomes  gradually 
exhausted  as  the  tubers  attain  their  full  size.  The  sweet  manihot  is 
usually  gathered  earlier,  since  the  root  becomes  hard  and  bad  if  left 
to  develop  too  much. 

The  yield  of  the  manioc  root,  considering  the  time  it  occupies  the 
ground,  when  compared  with  other  farinaceous  roots  is  not  great ;  but 
on  the  other  hand,  it  contains  less  water  than  any  other  starchy  root ; 
— when  mature,  less  than  sixty  per  cent.  Its  texture  is  very  dense 
and  compact.  It  contains  much  starch,  and  its  richness  in  albumen 
and  other  nitrogenized  matters  is  estimated  at  two  per  cent.  In  con- 
verting the  roots  into  an  edible  flour,  they  are  scraped,    peeled,  and 
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then  washed  ;  next  they  are  l•a^J)ed  upon  a  wooden  plank  armed  with 
small  iron  teeth,  and  the  pulp  is  left  twenty-four  hours,  by  which  time 
a  slight  fi  rmentation  is  set  up.  It  is  then  placed  in  a  long,  flexible 
basket,  called  a  couleuvre,  usually  made  of  plaited  rushes.  The  cou- 
leuvre  is  suspended  by  a  handle  at  its  open  end,  and  a  heavy  weight 
is  attached  to  the  other  end,  by  which  means  the  sides  are  compressed 
together,  and  a  slightly  opaline  aqueous  juice,  which  is  highly  poison- 
ous, is  caused  to  ooze  through  the  plaits.  The  pressed  meal  is  then 
taken  out  and  exposed  for  some  time  over  a  fire  ;  afterwards  pounded, 
coarsely  sifted  and  roasted  on  a  brass  plate  over  a  fire  to  upwards  of 
100°  C,  care  being  taken  by  constant  renewals  to  prevent  scorching. 
Sometimes  durinf'  the  roasting  it  is  stirred  to  and  fro  with  a  small 
rake  of  wood  or  metal ;  it  is  then  formed  into  small  hard  grains,  hav- 
ing the  appearance  of  semolina,  which  are  called  couac.  "When  ea.s- 
ifava  is  to  be  prepared,  the  meal  is  more  carefully  pounded  and  better 
sifted.  It  is  then  spread  circularly  upon  the  plate,  pressed  slightly 
with  a  pallet  knife  to  cause  it  to  aggregate  and  turned  two  or  three 
times  during  the  roasting.  In  both  operations  there  is  complete  cook- 
in*"  and  desiccation  effected,  which  enables  it  to  be  kept  an  almost  in- 
definite time.  The  aggregation  of  the  meal  is  caused,  not  by  the  ad- 
dition of  water,  but  by  the  action  of  heat,  softening  and  agglutinating 
some  of  the  particles  of  starch. 

M.  Sagot  considers  the  manioc  to  be  healthy  food,  although  of 
small  nutritive  value.  Dr.  Schier  estimates  it  to  contain  0'18  per 
cent,  of  nitrogen,  but  little  phosphorus,  and  a  very  small  quantity  of 
fatty  matter.  The  indigenous  tribes,  who  make  it  the  basis  of  their 
food,  supplement  it  with  a  good  quantity  of  fish  and  meat. 

In  the  preparation  of  tapioca,  the  root  is  rasped  and  diluted  with 
water,  in  which  it  is  well  worked  up  ;  the  grosser  parts  are  removed 
and  the  fi'ner  allowed  to  be  deposited  by  subsidence  in  the  water.  In 
this  form  it  is  imported  into  this  country  in  considerable  quantities  as 
Brazilian  arrow-root.  The  tapioca  is  produced  by  roasting  this  starch 
on  metal  plates,  stirring  it  the  while  with  an  iron  rod  ;  the  starch 
grains  burst,  some  of  the  starch  is  converted  into  dextrin,  and  the 
whole  agglomerates  into  small  irregular  masses. 

In  Demerara,  the  manioc  juice,  deprived  by  boiling  of  its  injurious 
properties,  is  used  under  the  name  of  eassareep,  as  a  sauce  for  the 
table.  Besides  this,  the  Indians  use  the  root  of  the  manioc  to  pre- 
pare fermented  drinks,  which,  however,  would  hardly  suit  Europeau 
tastes. 
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It  is  probable,  M.  Sagot  thinks,  that  the  poison  present  iii  the  ma- 
nioc is  an  instable  organic  compound,  hurtful  in  itself,  but  especially 
dangerous  from  the  fact  that,  under  certain  conditions,  it  will  engen- 
der hydrocyanic  acid.  The  leaves  when  bruised  exhale  a  smell  of 
bitter  almonds,  and  the  presence  of  prussic  acid  in  the  roots  has  been 
established.  This  he  considers  to  explain  the  fact  that  while  the  ma- 
nioc water,  especially  when  distilled,  is  very  poisonous,  in  Guiana 
and  Brazil  the  Indians,  after  boiling  it  and  removing  the  scum,  use  it 
as  a  beverage.  Although  wild  animals,  too,  are  sometimes  poisoned 
through  eating  the  leaves,  sometimes  they  are  not ;  this,  he  thinks, 
occurs  when,  a  small  quantity  being  eaten,  the  gastric  juice  exercises 
an  energetic  action  before  hydrocyanic  acid  can  be  developed. 

The  sweet  cassava,  or  Camanioc,  contains  so  small  a  quantity  of 
acrid  principles  that  the  roots  arc  cooked  at  a  fire  and  eaten  like  po- 
tatoes. It  is  a  rapid  growing  variety,  becoming  ripe  in  five  or  six 
months,  and  in  two  or  three  months  more  the  roots  become  hard  and 
unfit  to  eat.  The  bark  of  the  stalk  is  white,  the  petioles  of  the  leaves 
are  of  a  fine  purple-.red  color,  and  the  luxuriant  leaves  at  the  foot  of 
stalk  are  7-partite.  The  tubercles  are  long  and  of  small  diameter  ; 
when  cooked  in  the  ashes  of  a  fire  they  are  agreeable  to  the  taste, 
sweet  and  of  a  fine  consistence. — Pharm.  Journ.  [London),  Jan.  18,. 
1873. 


THE  NEW  THEORY  OP  FERMENTATION. 

The  indefatigable  Pasteur  again  comes  upon  the  stage  with  a  series 
of  experiments  to  prove  the  accuracy  of  his  theory  of  fermentation. 
He  claims  that  grape  juice,  when  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  air,  or 
of  oxygen,  never  of  itself  alone  undergoes  alcoholic  fermentation,  but 
that  this  only  happens  when  those  particltis  of  'dust,  or  germs  of  fer- 
ment, which  are  present  both  in  the  grape  and  the  woody  stem,  are 
introduced  into  the  must. 

The  method  of  experimenting  is  very  simple  in  theory  and  perfectly 
convincing.     It  is  as  follows  : 

Forty  glass  bulbs  were  taken,  with  tubes  bent  downward  to  prevent 
dust  falling  into  them.  On  the  side  was  a  neck  fitted  with  rubber 
tubing  and  glass  stopper,  through  which  at  a  given  moment  the  mate- 
rial could  be  introduced. 

These  40  bulbs  were  filled  with  an  easily  fermentescible  substance 
•which  had  been  previously  boiled,  and  were  divided  into  four  series, 
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of  10  flasks  each.  Those  of  the  first  series  contained  nothing  but  the 
above-mentioned  easily  fermcntescible  liquid  ;  the  bulbs  in  the  second 
series  hadjadded  to  this  fermentescible  liquid  a  few  drops  of  must  or 
grape  juice,  taken  from  the  interior  of  the  grape  in  such  a  manner  as 
not  to  come  into  contact  with  the  dust  on  the  outside  of  the  grape.  To 
the  fermentescible  liquid  in  the  bulbs  of  the  third  series  was  added  a 
small  quantity  of  the  water  in  which  the  grapes  and  stems  had  been 
washed  and  afterwards  boiled.  To  the  liquid  in  three  of  the  fourth 
series  was  added  some  of  the  water  used  to  wash  the  grape,  and  which 
contained  the  dust  and  germs,  but  had  not  been  boiled.  When  these 
preparations  were  completed,  the  bulbs  were  left  to  themselves  and  to 
the  action  of  the  surrounding  air,  in  a  room  of  a  suitable  tempera- 
ture, or  in  a  bath  artificially  heated  to  the  temperature  most  favora- 
ble to  fermentation. 

The  result  is  very  surprising,  for  it  was  found  that  the  licjuid  in  the 
first  three  series,  with  rare  exceptions,  had  not  undergone  fermenta- 
tion ;  but  in  the  10  bulbs  of  the  fourth  series  a  very  violent  fermenta- 
tion had  taken  place. 

To  Pasteur  belongs  the  uncontested  honor  of  being  the  first  to  dis- 
cover that  the  organisms,  in  nature,  are  divided  into  two  classes  : 

The  first  class  consists  of  germs  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  and  in 
order  to  live  they  require  oxygen  either  free  or  combined. 

The  second  class  embraces  microscopic  organisms,  such  as  germs  of 
ferment ;  oxygen  acts  as  a  poison  on  these,  but  becomes  a  source  of 
life  if  derived  from  a  compound  like  carbonic  acid. 

It  has  long  been  a  well-known  fact  that,  in  fruits  taken  from  the 
tree  and  exposed  to  the  air,  the  vital  process  goes  on  in  the  ordinary 
manner;  they  absorb  oxygen  from  the  surrounding  air  and  give  off 
carbonic  acid.  They  ripen  because  the  saccharine  matter  is  produced 
in  them  wirtiout  undergoing  fermentation. 

This  premise  being  established,  Pasteur  took  some  fruit,  namely,  a 
peach  and  a  plum,  and  placed  them  under  a  bell  jar  containing  car- 
bonic acid  ;  the  fruit  lost  its  vitality — its  whole  life,  outer  and  inner, 
ceased,  because  it  could  not  take  up  and  assimilate  oxygen  from  the 
atmosphere  surrounding  it.  The  fruit  began  another  and  a  new  life, 
which  developed  itself  outward  from  the  interior,  and  is,  so  to  speak, 
similar  to  the  life  of  the  atoms,  in  the  sense  that  the  cellular  tissue 
takes  away  the  necessary  oxygen  from  tlie  saccharine  matter  and 
other  substances  present,  in  the  manner  of  a  perfect  alcoholic  fermen- 
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tation.  The  fruit  gets  soft,  it  becomes  wet  through  continually,  and, 
if  distilled,  pure  alcohol  is  obtained  and  carbonic  acid  becomes  free. 

Pasteur  repeatedly  recurs  to  these  facts,  for  they  are  the  basis  of 
^  discovery  of  endless  importance,  and  are  of  greater  weight  because 
they  will  form  the  connecting  link  between  theories  at  present  opposed 
to  each  other. 

At  the  first  glance  we  might  suppose  that  this  second  discovery  was 
a,  contradiction  of  the  first,  and  that  the  views  of  Liebig  and  Fremy — 
that  ferment  germs  and  fermentation  itself  develop  spontaneously  in 
organisms  of  themselves,  without  any  action  from  without — were  cor- 
rect ;  but  Pasteur  insists  that  he  will  soon  complete  his  observations 
and  make  all  clear. — Journ.  Applied  Chem.,  Feb.,  1878. 


THE  AMOUNT  OF  GAFFEINA  CONTAINED  IN  COFFEE,  AND  ON 
ITS  PHYSIOLOGICAL  ACTION. 
By  IIkkmann  Aubert. 
Although  the  quantity  of  caffeina  contained  in  raw  coffee  is  known, 
no  attempt  has  ever  been  made  to  ascertain  how  much  of  the  alka- 
loid is  contained  in  a  cup  of  coffee,  and  it  is  also  uncertain  whether 
the  beans  should  be  slightly  or  strongly  roasted,  and  whether  the 
ground  coffee  must  be  boiled  to  extract  its  active  principles  or  simple 
infusion  is  sufficient.  By  extracting  the  coffee  with  water,  either  by 
percolation  or  decoction,  and  evaporating  to  a  syrup,  which  is  then 
treated  from  five  to  eight  times  with  chloroform  at  nearly  60°  till  all 
the  caffeina  has  been  dissolved  out,  he  obtains  a  larger  quantity  than 
previous  experimenters.  Raw  beans  of  the  yellow  Java  kind  yielded 
0*709 — 0.849  per  cent,  by  this  method,  while  they  gave  only  0'474  by 
Oarot's  method  of  precipitation  with  basic  lead  acetate.  AYhen  much 
roasted,  coffee  loses  a  certain  quantity  of  caffeina  which  sublimes, 
whereas  it  loses  none  by  slight  roasting.  Notwithstanding  this,  the 
•coffee  made  in  the  usual  way  by  percolation  from  strongly  roasted  cof- 
fee contains  rather  more  caffeina  than  that  made  from  an  equal 
weight  of  slightly  roasted  coffee,  as  the  roasting  renders  it  more  easy 
to  extract. 

When  coffee  is  prepared  in  the  usual  domestic  fashion  by  pouring 
six  to  ten  times  its  weight  of  boiling  water  three  or  four  times  over 
ground  coffee,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  caffeina  is  extracted,  hardly 
one-fifth  of  it  remaining  in  the  grounds.  The  quantity  of  caffeina  in  a 
cup  of  coffee  prepared  from  16|  grams  of  coffee  is  about  0.1  to  0-12 
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gram.  A  cup  of  tea  prepared  in  tlio  ordinary  way  from  5-6  grams  of 
I'ekoe  tea  contains  also  about  0-1  to  0*12  grams  of  caffeina.  Caffeina 
acts  upon  the  spinal  cord  and  causes  tetanus  in  doses  of  0*005  gram  for 
frog,  injected  subcutancouslj  ;  for  a  rabbit,  0-120  gram  (injected  into 
the  juguhir  vein) ;  for  cats,  0-'200,  injected  in  the  same  way  ;  and  the 
same  quantity  for  dogs.  It  has  a  ])eculiar  action  on  the  muscles  of 
frogs,  especially  when  directly  applied  to*  them,  causing  them  to  be- 
come rigid  and  white,  apparently  from  coagulation  of  the  myosin.  It. 
does  not  exert  this  action  on  the  muscles  of  mammalia.  The  tetanus. 
is  removed  by  artificial  respiration,  and  if  this  process  is  kept  up  for 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  no  recurrence  of  the  tetanus  takes  place, 
even  though  the  respiration  is  then  discontinued,  showing  that  the- 
caffeina  is  quickly  eliminated  or  destroyed  in  the  organism.  Occa- 
sionally it  produces  a  pnralysis  of  the  hind  legs  in  rabbits,  but  the- 
author  is  uncertain  to  what  cause  this  is  to  be  attributed.  It  quickens- 
the  heart  and  at  the  same  time  reduces  the  blood  pressure.  The  ef- 
fect he  believes  to  be  due  to  stimulation  of  the  cardiac  ganglia,  com- 
bined with  diminution  of  what  he  regards  as  cardiac  tone^  due  to  par- 
alysis of  the  nerves  passing  from  these  ganglia  to  the  muscular  sub- 
stance. 

The  action  of  caffeina  does  not  explain  the  stimulating  and  reviving: 
action  of  coffee. — The  Pharm.  Journ.  and  Trans.,  Dec.  21,  from, 
Journ.  Chem.  Society. 

RESEARCHES  UPON  SANTONIN.* 
By    J\I.  L.  De  Saint-Martin. 

Santonin  is  the  active  principle  of  Semen  contra.,  and  has  been  pre- 
pared for  some  years  past,  upon  a  large  scale,  for  therapeutic  use^ 
The  reactions  of  this  principle  have,  however,  as  yet  been  little 
studied.  Il  remained  outside  any  methodic  classification  until  Ber- 
thelot,  in  his  Traite  Elementaire  de  Chimie  Organique,  included  it  in 
the  grand  class  of  organic  compounds  which  in  1860  he  instituted 
under  the  name  of  phenols.  The  author,  therefore,  undertook  an  in- 
vestigation in  order  to  ascertain  its  chemical  relations.  The  investi- 
gation included  its  reactions  with  reducing,  oxidizing  and  decompos- 
ing agents  ;  but  the  present  paper  only  deals  with  some  reducing  ex- 
periments. 

*  Memoir  read  before  the  Academic  des  Sciences,  Nov.  llth,  1872  (Comptest 
Ken(lQ8,lxxv,  1190;. 
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If  santonin  be  really  a  phenol,  its  formula  Ci^Hj^-Oa  indicates  that 
it  should  be  possible  by  its  methodical  reduction  to  obtain — 

(1)  A  diatomic  phenol  (0,^,11,^0.,) ; 

(2)  A  monatomic  phenol  (C,5Hj30)  ; 

(3)  A  carbide  of  hydrogen  (CijIIjg). 

This  last  carbide  would  present  the  composition  of  a  homologue  of 
naphthalin,  isomeric  or  identical  with  amylnaphthalin. 

The  author  has  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  monatomic  phenol  (Cja 
H,gO) ;  and  he  hopes  to  obtain  shortly  the  other  terms  of  the  series. 

The  monatomic  phenol,  to  which  compound  the  author  has  given  the 
name  of  santonol,  was  obtained  by  introducing  into  a  long  green  glass 
tube,  between  two  plugs  of  asbestos,  a  mixture  of  one  part  of  santo- 
nin and  four  parts  of  zinc  in  powder,  and  heating  it  over  a  gas  stove, 
in  a  current  of  hydrogen.  A  thick  yellowish-brown  liquid  condensed 
in  the  cool  parts  of  the  tube,  which,  after  a  few  days,  was  full  of  crys- 
tals. This  crude  product  was  neutral  to  litmus,  insoluble  in  water, 
very  soluble  in  alcohol  and  ether  ;  treated  with  solution  of  potash  in 
suitable  proportions  it  dissolved  completely.  An  excess  of  potash 
separated,  under  an  oily  form,  potassic  santonalate.  This  compound, 
or  an  analogous  body  very  rich  in  potash,  was  also  precipitated  as  an 
oily  liquid  when  the  original  solution  was  diluted  with  pure  water» 
Treated  with  an  acid  it  reproduced  santonol.  These  properties,  and 
various  others  undescribed,  show  that  the  product  was  constituted  by 
a  body  analogous  to  the  phenols. 

But  the  crude  product  of  the  reaction  was  not  a  pure  substance.  In 
fact,  the  crystals  and  the  mother-liquor  presented  a  different  compo- 
sition. The  first  answered  nearly  to  the  theoretical  formula  Cj^HigO, 
while  the  mother-liquor  contained  much  less  carbon,  perhaps  because 
of  the  presence  of  the  compound  C,5lli802,  intermediate  bet\veen  san- 
tonol and  santonin.  The  crude  product  was  therefore  redistilled, 
which  operation  was  effected  without  difficulty  at  about  the  boiling- 
point  of  mercury.  The  distilled  liquid  still  separated  into  two  por- 
tions, the  one  crystallized,  and  the  other  liquid ;  these  were  analyzed 
separately,  and  found  to  be  isomeric. 

The  crystallized  santonol  had  the  appearance  of  the  stearin  which 
separates  in  the  fatty  bodies.  After  being  purified  as  much  as  pos- 
sible by  pressure,  it  acquires  a  tolerable  degree  of  hardness.  Its 
fusing-point  was  about  135°  C.  It  was  insoluble  in  water,  very  solu- 
ble in  alcohol  and  ether.     Sulphuric  acid  formed  with  it  a  compound 
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sulpho-acid,  of  which  the  salt  of  baryta  was  soluble.    Analysis  gave — 

Found.  Calculated. 


C    .        .         .         83-9  83-8  84-1 

H        .         .         .8-8  8-J)  8-4 

0  (difference)  .  7  3  7-3  7-5 


1000  100-0  100-0 

The  liquid  santonol  wa.<  a  very  unstable  substance,  which  turned 
brown  under  the  influence  of  the  air.  Like  its  solid  isomer,  it  was  in- 
soluble in  water  and  very  soluble  in  alcohol  and  ether.  Its  properties 
are  difficult  to  define  individually,  because  it  was  evidently  saturated 
with  solid  santonol.     Analysis  gave — 

Found.  Calculated. 

C  .         .         .         .        84-1  84.1 

H 8-9  8-4 

0  (difference)         .         .  7-0  7-5 


1000  100-0 

The  author  is  continuing  his  investigations  of  this  body,  and  of  the 
other  derivative*  of  santonin. —  Pharin.  J  our  n.  and  Trans.,  Dec.  28, 
1872. 


IODIZED   ALBUMEN  AND  IODIZED  ALBUMEN   WITH  FERRIC 

CITRATE. 

Professor  Luigi  Guerri,  of  Florence,  has  been  studying  the  ques- 
tion whether  it  be  possible  to  employ  the  white  of  egg  to  prevent  the 
decomposition  of  ferrous  iodide,  and  to  obtain  a  combination  which 
should  contain  one  part  of  iodine  to  five  parts  of  oxide  of  iron.  In 
order  to  investigate  the  action  of  iodine  upon  albumen.  Professor  Guerri 
saturated  it  with  dilute  phosphoric  acid,  collected  the  liquid,  evapo- 
rated the  solution  of  albumen  to  3°  Beaumd,  and  afterwards  added 
finely  divided  iodine,  obtained  by  precipitating  tincture  of  iodine  with 
water.  This  caused  the  albumen  to  turn  red,  but  after  some  time, 
when  stirred,  it  regained  its  primitive  color.  These  changes  of  color 
occurred  repeatedly  after  additions  of  iodine,  until  at  length  the  red 
color  remained  persistent  and  mucilage  of  starch  was  colored  blue. 
When  this  point  was  attained  the  liquid  was  agitated,  and,  after  stand- 
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ing  ten  or  twelve  hours,  it  again  regained  its  original  color  ;  it  then 
no  longer  gave  the  reaction  wit!i  starch,  except  under  the  influence  of 
chlorine  water  or  nitric  acid  containing  hyponitric  acid.  Even  these 
were  not  sufficient  to  set  free  some  portion  of  the  iodine,  it  being  neces- 
sary to  incinerate  with  potash  in  order  to  obtain  it  in  the  state  of 
iodide  of  potash.  Professor  Guerri  found  afterwards  that  even  during 
the  evaporation  of  the  albumen  to  dryness  the  iodine  remained  in  com- 
bination, and  that  during  the  process  some  white  flakes  appeared, 
which  separated  upon  standing,  and  redissolved  in  a  very  small  quan- 
tity of  potash. 

According  to  careful  experiments  of  Professor  Guerri,  100  parts  of 
this  iodized  albumen,  that  had  been  dried  at  60°  C,  contained  3-132 
parts  of  iodine  ;  and  474  parts  of  solution  of  albumen  of  3°  Beaunn? 
density,  when  so  evaporated  yielded  31-928  parts  of  iodized  albumen, 
whilst  81  •1*28  parts  of  iodized  albumen  contained  1  part  of  iodine. 
The  iodized  albumen  forms  yellow  transparent  scales,  soluble  in  wa- 
ter, with  the  exception  of  a  few  flakes  which  are  not  dissolved  by  ace- 
tic acid  or  phosphoric  acid,  but  are  dissolved  by  alkalies.  The  solu- 
tion is  precipitated  by  alcohol,  is  neutral,  and  gives  no  iodine  reac- 
tion. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  ferruginous  preparation  of  the  strength  before 
mentioned,  Professor  Guerri  dissolved  18  parts  of  ferric  citrate — cor- 
responding to  five  parts  of  ferric  oxide — in  474  parts  of  solution  of 
albumen  8°  Beaume  density,  previously  iodized,  and  evaporated  the 
solution  at  a  temperature  of  60°  C,  to  dryness.  This  gave  50  parts 
of  a  compound  containing  one-third  of  ferric  citrate  and  two-thirds  of 
iodized  albumen.  The  product  so  obtained  has  the  appearance  of  fer- 
ric citrate,  but  is  a  little  yellower.  The  solution  comports  itself  simi- 
larly to  the  iodized  albumen.  The  iron  is  not  separated  from  it  by 
alkalies,  or  by  ferrocyanide  of  potassium,  but  is  separated  by  the  al- 
kaline sulphides. 

Each  of  these  preparations  is  easily  formed  into  a  pill  mass  with 
simple  syrup,  as  well  as  with  extracts  not  containing  much  tannic 
acid.  They  can  also  be  administered  in  powder. — Pharm.  Jour,  and 
Trans.,  Dec.  14,  from  L'  Union  Pharm.,  1872,  289. 
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LAND'S  IMPROVED  ATMOSPHERIC  WASHING  BOTTLE. 

We  present  a  cut  of 
»n  improved  form  of 
*  Washing  Bottle,'  for 
the  use  of  analytical 
chemists.  It  may  be 
describi'd  as  follows  : 

A  flat  bottom  Bohe- 
mian flask,  A  (of  about 
one  litre  capacity),  has 
a  branch  opening,  D. 
on  its  neck,  as  repre- 
sented ;  into  the  mouth 
of  this  opening  is  in- 
serted a  caoutchouc 
stopper,  E,  through 
which  a  piece  of  strong 
glass  tube  projects 
(for  one  inch),  at  its 
outer  end ;  over  this 
tube  the  india-rubber 
syringe  bulb,  C,  is 
slipped,  and  secured  by  binding  with  w^ire  or  twine. 

The  glass  tube  or  'jet  tube,'  F,  passes  in  the  usual  manner  through 
the  larger  india-rubber  stopper,  B,  and  extends  nearly  to  the  bottom 
of  the  vessel.  When  using  the  bottle  it  is  supported  by  placing  the 
middle  or  second  joint  of  the  index  finger  under  the  lateral  tube  at 
E  while  ,the  bulb,  C,  comes  into  the  palm  of  the  hand,  and  may  be 
pressed  to  the  desired  extent,  forcing  a  fine  stream  of  the  distilled 
water  from  F  with  any  required  force.  Upon  relieving  the  bulb  of 
the  pressure,  it  takes  air  through  the  tube  F  very  quickly. 

This  improved  bottle  obviates  the  inconvenience  of  blowing  with  the 
mouth  (which  often  contaminates  the  w.vter),  and  it  furnishes  a  fine 
stream  of  water,  perfectly  under  the  control  of  the  operator.  Its 
convenience  and  cleanliness  must  yet  be  universally  acknowledged. 
This  form  of  bottle  was  devised  by  Wm.  J.  Land,  analytical  chemist, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  more  than  five  years  ago  ;  he  has  had  several  of  these 
bottles  in  constant  use  ever  since,  and  makes  known  its  merits  at  the 
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suggestion  of  several  professional  friends.  Any  chemist  can  easily 
construct  the  apparatus,  or  it  may  be  purchased  of  dealers  in  chemi- 
cai  apparatus. — Amer.  CJiemist,  Dec,  1872. 


DETECTION   AND  ESTIMATION  OF  PARAFFIN  IN  STEARIN 

CANDLES. 

By    M  .    II  o  (  K  . 

Makers  of  stearin  candles  mix  paraffin  with  the  fatty  mass  in  quan- 
tities up  to  '20  per  cent.  Paraffin  candle  makers  also  mix  stearic  acid 
with  their  p.iraffin,  and  attriLute  valuable  properties  to  such  a  mixture, 
so  far  :is  candle-making  is  concerned.  The  attempt  to  determine  if 
paraffin  be  present,  and  if  so,  to  get  some  approximate  idea  of  the 
•quantity,  in  a  sample  of  stearin  and  vice  versa.,  by  means  of  the  com- 
parison of  the  melting-point  and  specific  gravity  of  such  a  mixture, 
is  shown  to  be  useless,  as  these  vary  according  to  the  source  from 
which  the  paraffin  is  obtained,  as  also  in  the  case  of  the  stearic  acid, 
since  the  pure  commercial  article  is  by  no  means  a  chemically  pure 
article. 

A  good  method  of  detecting  the  presence  of  stearic  acid  in  paraffin 
has  been  devised  by  R.  Wagner,  viz.,  by  treating  a  boiling  solution 
of  the  paraffin  in  alcohol  with  an  alcoholic  solution  of  neutral  acetate 
of  lead,  when,  if  stearic  acid  be  present,  a  dense  floccular  precipitate 
a,ppears,  but  none  if  it  be  absent.  The  best  method,  and  one  which 
■can  be  used  quantitatively  as  well  ns  qualitatively,  is  described  as 
follows  : 

Not  less  than  5  grms.  of  the  candle  are  taken  and  treated  with 
warm  solution  of  hydrate  of  potash,  which  must  not  be  too  concen- 
trated. A  soap  is  formed  with  the  stearic  acid,  whilst  the  paraffin  is 
left  unaltered.  Salt  is  thrown  into  the  solution,  whereby  the  soap  is 
separated  out  as  a  soda  soap,  and  in  precipitating  takes  down  the  pa- 
raffin with  it.  The  soap  obtained  is  thrown  on  the  filter  and  washed 
with  cold  water  or  very  dilute  spirits  of  wine.  Thus,  firstly,  the  salt 
is  washed  out,  and,  finally,  the  soap  is  brought  into  solution  and  like- 
wise washed  through  the  filter,  leaving  the  paraffin,  svhich  is  then 
dried  at  a  temperature  below  35°  C,  so  as  not  to  fuse  it.  The  pa- 
raffin is  then  treated  on  the  filter  with  ether,  and  after  repeated  wash- 
ing with  this  solvent,  the  ethereal  solution  is  carefully  evaporated  in 
a  weighed  porcelain  crucible,  in  the  water-bath,  at  a  low  temperature. 
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The  residue,  consisting  of  the  paraffin,  is  then  weighed,  and  the  stea- 
ric acid  is  estimated  by  diflVrence. — Cliem.  News,  Lond.,  Jan.  10^ 
1S73. 


KXPLOSIVK  MIXTCUE  OF  NITRATK  OF    I'OI  ASII   AND  ACK- 
TATE   OF  SODA.* 

By  M.  Vioi.ettk. 

An  accident  in  the  nutlior's  laboratory  made  known  to  him  a  »\xt~ 
guhir  reaction  between  nitrate  of  potash  and  acetate  of  soda,  which^ 
under  the  influence  of  heat,  constitutes  an  expK>sive  mixture  equal  ir. 
force  to  gunpowder.  In  some  researches  upon  saltpetre  he  had  heated- 
moderately  in  a  small  phial  a  few  grams  each  of  nitrate  of  soda  andi* 
acetate  of  soda,  both  previously  fused  and  anhydrous.  The  two  salts- 
melted  formed  a  colorless  and  transparent  licjuid,  which  gave  off  a  fevr. 
gaseous  bubbles.  At  the  same  moment,  a  violent  explosion  occurred^ 
accompanied  by  flame  and  smoke,  which  scattered  the  phial  in  frag-- 
ments  all  over  the  laboratory  ;  a  fre.^^h  gaseous  combination  betwceite 
the  elements  of  the  salts  had  taken  place,  leaving  a  slight  retjidue  of" 
alkaline  carbonate. 

In  repeating  the  experiment  a  gram  of  nitrate  of  potash  was  melted 
in  a  small  platinum  capsule  at  a  gentle  heat,  and  a  gram  of  acetate  of 
soda  previously  fused  added  to  it.  At  a  temperature  of  about  300** 
C  the  mixture  remained  fluid,  transparent  and  without  alteration  a.»- 
long  as  the  temperature  remained  constant  ;  upon  raising  it  to  about 
350°  C.  there  was  a  slight  ebullition  followed  instantly  by  a  loud  ex- 
plosion, with  light  and  smoke,  similar  to  that  of  gunpowder.  As  be- 
fore, there  was  a  slight  residue  of  alkaline  carbonates.  The  same  re- 
sult followed  when  a  substance  in  ignition  without  flame  was  plunged 
into  the  liquid  at  300°  C. 

If  the  melted  mixture  be  poured  upon  a  cold  surface  a  white  suH- 
stance  is  obtained,  which  is  hard,  brittle,  rather  hygroscopic,  more 
fusible  than  nitrate  of  potash,  and  being  melted  explodes  violently. 
In  the  solid  form  it  does  not  burn  when  placed  in  contact  with  an  ig- 
nited body  ;  but  reduced  to  fine  powder,  it  deflagrates  violently  uporj 
the  application  of  a  flame. 

The  explosive  properties  of  the  mixture  are  only  developed  when 
the  nitrate  of  potash  and  acetate  of  soda  are  present  in  certain   pro- 
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portions — from  50  to  100  parts  of  the  acetate  to  iOO  parts  of  the 
nitrate — the  most  explosible  mixture  being  100  parts  of  the  fused 
nitrate  to  GO  parts  of  the  fused  acetate.  When  the  nitrate  is  in  ex- 
cess, the  combustion  is  onl}'  partial  and  of  short  duration  :  when  the 
acetate  is  in  excess,  rlie  mixture  burns  slowly  and  similarly  to  a  light 
wood. 

A  mixture  of  nitrate  of  soda  and  acetate  of  potash  was  found  to 
have  the  same  explosive  properties,  but  to  be  more  hygroscopic.  Mix- 
tures of  nitrate  of  potash  with  the  acetates  of  copper  and  baryta  did 
not  yield  an  explosive  product. — Pharm.  Joarn.  and  Trans.  Jan.  11, 
1873. 


barictics. 


Cioloii  Chloral  in  Painful  Affections  of  the  Fifth  Nerve. — It  is  perhaps  sur- 
prising that  a  remedy  whose  action  was  several  months  ago  declared  to  be  of 
so  extraordinary  a  character  should  have  received  so  little  attention  at  the 
hands  of  the  profession,  especially  when  this  new  medirine  promised  to  be  so 
efficient  a  weapon  against  some  of  the  most  painful  diseases  known  to  physi- 
cians. Beyond  one  or  two  pharmacological  notices,  the  substance  seems  to 
have  been  alto;;ether  passed  by. 

The  hydrate  of  croton  chloral  was  made  by  Kiiimer  and  Pinner,  by  the 
action  of  alkalies  upon  dichlorallyl  and  formic  acid.  Its  physiological  action 
was  investigated  by  0.  Liebreich.  He  found  that  in  animals  it  produced  a 
deep  aua?sthesia  of  the  head,  without  any  loss  of  sensibility  of  the  body 
Death  was  caused  by  a  paralysis  of  the  medulla  oblongata.  In  man,  an  anais- 
thesia  of  the  fifth  nerve  only  was  noticed.  The  sensibility  of  the  trunk,  and  the 
pnlse  and  respiration,  remained  unaltered. 

Having  procured  some  of  this  substance,  I  determined  to  make  observations- 
upon  such  of  my  patients  at  St.  Bartholomew's  as  appeared  likely  to  be  bene- 
fited by  the  use  of  the  medicine.  I  gave  it  to  about  twenty  persons,  nearly  all 
women.  They  varied  in  age  from  seventeen  to  forty-four.  They  were  all  suf- 
fering pains  in  the  regions  supplied  by  the  fifth  uerve, — that  is  the  upper  and, 
lower  jaw,  the  face,  and  the  supra- orbital  region  of  the  forehead.  The  pains 
were  paroxysmal.  In  the  majority  of  the  cases  they  were  increased  at  night. 
\n  nearly  every  one  of  these  cases  there  were  caries  of  the  teeth.  In  about 
half  there  were  signs  of  anaemia.  The  medicine  was  given  in  doses  of  five,  tea 
and  twenty  grajns,  dissolved  in  water.  It  was  given  at  night,  just  before  going 
to  bed.  In  one  case,  where  the  pains  became  ag^jravated  at  noon  and  at  bed- 
time, it  was  given  just  before  the  increase  of  pain  was  expected.  In  all  the 
patients,  except  two,  great  relief  from  pain  followed  the  dose  of  croton  chloral. 
Some  of  the  patients  said  that  they  slept  well  after  it  ;  others,  that  they  did  not 
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sleep,  but  tlial  ibe  puir.s  iu  the  lioiul  a-id  face  either  coasotl  altogether,  or  were 
much  diminished.  In  two  cases,  both  women,  the  croton  chloral  was  of  no  use 
whatever,  the  pains  being  aggravated  during  the  use  of  tlie  mcdiciiiC  ;  but  iu 
the  rest  of  the  cases  more  or  less  relief  was  given. 

Should  the  croton  chloral  be  as  efficient  in  the  hands  of  others  as  il  has  been 
in  mine,  it  will  prove  a  most  iuiportaiil  addition  to  the  materia  mcdica.  It  will 
enable  the  jdiysiciau  to  give  relief  from  i)ain  until  r(  lii-f  can  be  aH'onled  by  the 
dentist,  or  by  attention  to  the  general  health,  and  lliis  without  any  of  the  gen- 
eral effects  of  narcotics.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  dwell  further  upon  the 
advantage  of  possessing  such  a  means. — 1).  J.  VV.  Leo«i  — Dental  Cosmos,  Feb., 
1873,  from  The  Lancd. 

Case  of  Poisotu'vg  hy  Aconite  Treated  by  Dnjitalis  :  liecovcry. — liy  William 
Pobie.  L.R.C.S.  and  P.E.,  Keighley. — I  was  requested  one  morning,  between 
12  and  1  A.M.,  to  visit  a  veteran  surgeon  who  was  supposed  to  have  taken  ])oi. 
son.     The  place  wheie  he  lodged  was  scarcely  a  hundred  yards  from  my  house. 
and  only  a  few  minutes  elapsed  before  I  saw  the  ]):itieiit.    lie  was  stupidly  drunk 
in  bed,  and  unable  satisfactorily  to  answer  questions.      IJis  landlady,  however, 
informed  me  that  he  returned  home  the  worse  for  drink  about  midnight;  that 
he  went  direct  to  his  surgery,  took  out  a  bottle  of  medicine,  and  went  up  stairs 
to  bed  ;  that  shortly  afterwards  he  rang  the  bell,  and  said  he  had  taken  a  large 
dose  of  poison,  which  was  certain  in  a  short  time  to  prove  fata!.     There  was  a 
two-ounce  bottle,  with  its  labie  defaced,  lying  by  the  bedside.     The  l)ottle  con- 
tained about  half  a  drachm  of  a  brown-colored  liquid,  a  portion  of  which  I  ap- 
plied to  my  tongue,  and  was  satisfied,  by  the  characteristic;  tingling  induced, 
that  it  was  aconite.     Up  to  this  time  there  were  no  symptoms  of  the  patient 
having  taken  poison.     There  had  been  no  vomiting,  the  breathing  was  natural, 
the  pulse  of  fair  volume  and  strength,  and  the  extremities  were  warm.     An 
emetic  was  prescribed  ;   and,  in  conjunction  with  my  late  partner.  Dr.  Ramsay. 
1  visited  the  man  again  in  less  than  half  an  hour.     By  this  time  he  had  vomited 
freely;  a  considerable  discharge  had  also  taken  place  from  the  l)owels  ;  there 
was  evidence,  too,  of  failing  circulation  ;  the  pulse  was  rapid  and  feeble,  and 
the  feel  and  hands  were  getting  cold.     The  use  of  stimulants  was  clearly  indi- 
cated ;  and,  in  order  to  give  ammonia  and  brandy,  we  raised  the  i)atient's  head. 
This  brought  on  alarming  prostration  ;  the  breathing  became  labored  ;  the  pulse, 
at  the  wrist,  irregular,  intermittent,  and  finally  imperceptible  ;  there  was  a  quan- 
tity of  frothy  mucus  discharged  from  the  mouth  and  nostrils  ;  the  skin  became 
dusky;  a  cold  clammy  sweat  bedewed  the  face  and  forehead:    in  a  word,  the 
patient  was  dying.     We  quickly  replaced  his  head  upon  the  pillow,  and,  as  he 
was  unable  to  swallow,  injected  subcutaneously  twenty  minims  of  tincture  of 
digitalis,  and  then  applied  galvanism  to  the  cardiac  region,  and  continued  its 
use  for  about  twenty  minutes,  at  the  end  of  which  period  the  patient  began  to 
rally,  and  in  a  few  minutes  more  was  able  to  swallow  a  mi.xture  of  ammonia, 
brandy,  and   a  teaspoonful  of  tincture  of  digitalis.     Marked  improvement  fol- 
lowed the  administration  of  the  mixture,  and  it  was  twice  repeated  within  an 
hour,  by  which  time  the  breathing  had  become  easy,  and  the  circulation  re-es- 
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tablished.  We  remained  with  him  about  half  an  hour  longer,  and,  before  leav- 
ing, gave  him  a  cup  of  strong  coflbe,  which,  however,  was  vomited.  I  saw  the 
patient  again  the  following  morning,  when  he  exi)ressed  his  snrprise  at  being 
alive,  as  he  had  taken,  he  said,  an  ounce  of  Fleming's  tincture  of  aconite. — 
British  Med.  Jour.,  Dec.  21,  1872. 


Abortive  Treatment  of  Boils  and  Felons. — AVe  find  quoted  from  the  Giorn. 
dell  Acud.  Med.  di  Toiino  the  iollowing  method  of  treating  boils  and  felons, 
which  Dr.  Simon  regards  as  almost  infallible  :  Wherever  the  boil  may  be,  and 
of  whatever  size,  so  long  as  supjiuration  has  not  commenced,  rub  it  gently  with 
the  finger  wet  with  camphorated  alcohol,  pressing  especially  on  its  centre.  Do 
this  half  a  minute  at  a  time  for  seven  or  eight  times,  and  then  cover  the  part 
with  camphorated  olive  oil.  If  one  operation  does  not  produce  resolution, 
repeat  it  at  intervals  of  six  hours.  A  felon  may  be  bathed  ten  minutes  in  cam- 
phorated alcohol,  then  dried  and  covered  with  the  oil.  The  writer  has  never 
known  a  felon  fail  to  succumb  to  three  of  these  operations. — N,  Y.  Med.  Jour., 
Feb.,  1873,  from  Gaz.  Med.  Ital.,  Nov.,  1872. 


Phosphorescent  Mixtures — Phosphorescent  tubes  have  been  sold  in  France 
and  Germany  for  several  years,  but  the  method  of  their  preparation  has  not 
been  divulged.  Dr.  Seelhorst,  of  Nuremburg,  has  been  experimenting  on  the 
subject,  and  very  considerately  makes  public  the  best  way  to  secure  mixtures 
that  will  afford  all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow,  and  are  capable  of  use  in  imita- 
lions  of  flowers,  insects  and  objects  of  natural  history.  After  the  powders  are 
prepared  they  can  be  stirred  into  melted  paraffin  ;  and,  by  means  of  a  brush, 
any  pattern  or  design  may  be  put  upon  glass.  By  protecting  the  glass  in  a 
frame  the  powder  will  retain  the  property  of  glowing  for  a  year  or  more.  The 
putting  of  phosphorescent  mixtures  upon  glass  in  the  form  of  flowers  is  capable 
of  very  beautiful  apjtlication,  and  is  one  that  has  not  been  very  extensively 
practised.  With  proper  care  and  study,  a  landscape  could  be  drawn  on  glass 
which,  after  exposure  to  sunlight,  would  shine  in  the  dark  and  form  a  picture  of 
considerable  duration.  The  use  of  the  paraffin  is  to  protect  the  powders  from 
the  action  of  moisture  and  prevent  decomposition.  As  a  general  rule,  it  is 
better  to  hermetically  seal  the  mixtures  in  flat  bottles,  when  they  will  retain 
their  good  properties  for  years.  The  following  colors  can  be  obtained  very 
readily  : 

Green. —  Hyposulphite  of  strontia,  heated  for  fifteen  minutes  over  a  Berze- 
1''3  lamp  and  for  five  minutes  over  a  blast  lamp  till  it  is  fused,  yields  a  yellow- 
ish-green color  after  exposure  to  sunlight.  The  same  color  can  be  obtained 
by  taking  equal  parts  of  carbonate  of  strontia  and  lac  sulphtirts,  heat  gently 
for  5  minutes,  then  strongly  for  25  minutes  over  a  Bunsen  burner,  and  finally 
five  minutes  over  a  blast.  It  is  granular  and  yields  a  fine  green  color,  darker 
than  the  preceding. 

Blue. — Sulphate  of  strontia  is  prepared  by  precipitating  with  sulphuric  acid 
from  chloride  of  strontium;    the  precipitate  is  dried,  heated  in  a  current  of 
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hydrogen  g:as,  iheii  over  a  Bunsen  burner  for  lO  minutes  and  for  15  to  'JO  min- 
utes over  a  Itlast  lamp.  The  product  sometimes  yields  a  yellow  phosphores- 
cent light,  and  when  this  is  the  case,  it  is  necessary  to  give  it  another  turn  over 
the  blast  lamp. 

Yellow. — Sulphate  of  baryta  6  jiarts,  charcoal  1  part,  fu.«ed  over  a  blast 
lamp,  at  first  afforded  no  light,  but  after  24  hours  gave  an  orange-yellow  light. 

It  may  not  bo  generally  known  that  magnesium  liijbt  will  suHicc  to  bring  out 
all  the  effects  of  phosphorescence  nearly  as  well  as  sunlight. — Set.  Amer.,  Feb. 
22,  \ST.i. 


Aimli/sis  of  Commercial  Iu<l  I'linspltoriis. — The  red  phosphorus  of  commerce, 
as  a  rule,  is  not  perfectly  pure.     It  frequently  contains  more  or  less  ordinary 
phosphorus,  and  as  this  gradually  o.xidizes  in  the  air,  varying  quantities  of  phos- 
phorus and  phosphoric  acids  are  formed,  which  give  the  commercial  article  an 
acid  reaction  and  moist  appearanc.. 

The  determination  of  these  o.\idation  products  offers  no  special  difficulty, 
but  the  separation  and  determination  of  the  ordinary  phosphorus  is  much  less 
easy,  and  a  series  of  experiments  were   necessary  in  order  to  discover  a  good 
method   for  determining  all  the   constituents  of  commercial  red   phosphorus. 
Drs.  Fresenius  and  Luck  have  instituted  such  a  series  of  e.xperiments  and  pub- 
lished the  method  of  analysis  chosen  by  them. 

The  red  and   ordinary  (yellow)  phosphorus  were   both   oxidized  and  deter- 
mined as  pyrophosphate  of  magnesia.     The  red  and  yellow  phosphorus  were 
next  separated  l>y  the  bisulphide  of  carbon,  and  the  weight  of  the  former  found. 
Subtracting  the  weight  of  the  red  phosphorus  from  the  total  amount  of  phos- 
phorus found  above,  gives  the   amount  of  yellow  phosphorus.     As  a  check  on 
this,  the  yellow  phosphorus  in  the  bisulphide  solution  is  oxidized  with   iodine 
and  then  converted  into  pyrophosphate  of  magnesia. 
The  following  is  the  average  of  two  analyses  : 

Per  cent. 
Total  phosphorus,  .....  93-30 

Yellow  phosphorus,  .....         0"56 

Red  phosphorus.  .....  9263 

Phosphorous  acid.     ......         1308 

Phosphoric  acid,  .....  0-880 

Water  and  impurities,  .....         4'622 

— Joum.  Applied  Chem.,  Jan.,  1873. 


Action  of  Elhcrupon  Iodides — Dr.  J.  E.  de  Vry  —The  author  states,  in  ref- 
erence to  an  observation  made  by  Ferrieres  concerning  the  decomposition  of 
iodides  by  ether,  that  several  years  ago  he  tried  a  similar  experiment  leading 
to  the  same  result  ;  but  when  the  ether  of  commerce  was  first  thoroughly 
shaken  up  with  a  concentrated  solution  of  sulphate  of  protoxide  of  iron,  and 
next  with  milk  of  lime,  and  then  rectified  by  distillation,  no  action  of  the  ether 
upon  the  iodides  was  observed.  The  author  further  observed  that,  while  he  re- 
.sided  in  Java,  he  always  ordered  the  ether  sent  to  him  from  Europe  to  be  rec- 
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tified  in  the  manner  just  described,  because  so  treated  it  remains  perfectly  pure 
and  without  any  action  upon  iodides  even  in  that  warm  climate,  provided  the 
bottles  containing  it  were  well  stoppered  and  kept  quite  full. — Chem.  N'tws, 
Jan.  lOlh,  1873,  from  Journ.  de  Phann.  et  de  Chim.,  Dec,  1872. 


Artificial  Ivory. — William  A.  Welling's  patent  for  the  manufacture  of  aiti- 
ficial  ivory,  has  lately  been  extended  by  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  for  seven 
jears.  The  article  is  composed  of  10  ounces  of  white  shellac,  4A  ounces  of  ace- 
tate of  lead,  8  ounces  of  ivory  dust,  and  f)  ounces  of  camphor.  The  ingredients 
are  reduced  to  powder,  heated,  and  mixed  ;  then  pressed  in  heated  moulds  into 
sheets  or  other  desired  forms, — Canad.  Pharrn.  Journ.,  Jan..  1873,  from.  Amev. 
(Jhemist. 


Furniture  Polish. — Scrape  one  pound  of  beeswax  into  shavings  in  a  pan  ;  add 
half  a  gallon  spirits  of  turpentine,  and  one  pint  linseed  oil.  Let  it  remain  twelve 
hours,  then  stir  it  well  with  a  stick,  into  a  liquid  ;  while  stirring,  add  one  quar- 
ter pound  shellac  varnish  and  one  ounce  alkanet  root.  Put  this  mixture  into 
a  gallon  jar,  and  stand  it  before  the  fire,  or  in  an  oven,  for  a  week  (to  keep  it 
just  warm),  shake  it  up  three  or  four  times  a  day.  Then  strain  it  through  a 
hair  sieve  and  bottle  it.  Pour  about  a  teaspoonful  on  a  wad  of  baize,  go  lightly 
over  the  face  and  other  parts  of  mahogany  furniture,  then  rub  briskly  with  a 
similar  wad  dry,  and  in  three  minutes  it  will  produce  a  dark  brilliant  polish  un- 
equalled. Another  preparation  may  be  made  as  follows:  Make  a  mixture  of 
three  parts  linseed  oil  and  one  part  of  spirits  of  turpentine.  It  not  only  covers 
the  disfigured  surface,  but  restores  wood  to  its  original  color,  and  leaves  a 
lustre  upon  the  surface.  Put  on  with  a  woollen  cloth,  and  when  dry.  rub  with 
woollen. — Canad.  Pharm.  Journ.  Jan.,  1878. 


Ground  Nuts  or  Pea  Nuts. — There  is  hardly  an  article  of  American  produc- 
tion, of  apparently  so  little  note,  that  has  grown  so  rapidly  in  importance  as  the 
pea  nut.  There  are  fully  550.000  bushels  sold  annually  in  the  city  of  New  York 
alone.  Previous  to  1860,  the  total  product  of  the  United  States  did  not  amount 
to  more  than  150.000  bushels,  and  of  this  total,  full  five-sixths  were  from  North 
Carolina.  Now  North  Carolina  produces  125,000  bushels ;  Virginia,  300,000 
bushels;  Tennessee,  50,000  bushels  ;  (Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  each  25,000 
bushels;  while  from  Africa  come  about  100,000  bushels  a  year.  AVhat  is  done 
with  all  these  pea  nuts  ?  In  this  country  they  are  eaten,  and  sent  all  over  the 
iaiid,  from  Maine  to  Oregon  for  this  purpose.  The  demand  is  greater  than  the 
supply.  In  France  they  are  used  for  making  oil,  which  is  by  many  considered 
to  be  superior  to  the  best  olive  oil  for  salad  purposes.  In  the  Southern  States 
during  the  war,  it  was  so  used.  The  oil  made  was  also  used  as  a  lubricator, 
and  as  a  substitute  for  lard,  while  the  cake  residuum  was  ground,  roasted,  and 
sold  as  a  substitute  for  coffee.  At  present  pea  nuts  are  not  used  in' this  coun 
try  for  oil,  the  price  being  too  high.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  their  uses  are 
extensive  and  varied,  and  that  the  crop  which  now  yields  over  ?2,250,000,  and 
which  did   not  add  to  the  commerce  of  the   country  more   than  $200,000  ten 
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years  ago,  is  at  least  not  unwortliy  of  note.  Pea  nuts  vary  with  tlie  soil  upon 
which  they  are  grown.  The  yield  per  acre  averages  40  liushds,  espcoiully  near 
Wilmington,  N.  C.  They  are  tlierclore  a  better  crop  at  Sl..")0  a  bushel  than 
cotton  at  15  cents  a  pound.  Much  land,  however,  which  will  grow  cotton  welU 
will  not  grow  pea  nuts  to  the  same  extent.  It  is  by  many  consi'dered  best  to 
be  near  the  sea,  and  very  essential  to  have  lime  in  the  soil,  or  to  manure  with 
marl.  As  with  many  other  products,  pea  nuts  have  been  materially  enhanced 
in  value  and  their  production  economized  by  modern  inventions.  For  years 
before  the  war.  the  old-fashioned  oriental  style  of  threshing  with  a  (lail,  and 
winnowing  by  throwing  up  in  the  air,  was  the  universal  custom.  lioth  were 
overcome  by  the  skill  and  talent  of  an  ingenious  mechanic  of  Wilmington,  Mr. 
Thos  L.  Colville,  now  deceased.  When  the  war  commenced,  the  great  de- 
mand for  oil  urged  the  necessity  of  using  pea  nuts  for  this  purpose;  but  how 
could  the  hull  be  got  off?  The  same  mechanic,  overcame  this  difficulty.  There 
is  something  surprising  in  the  extent  of  the  edible  cai)acity  of  our  American 
nation,  for  this  one  little  article  of,  we  may  say,  fancy  diet.  Who  eats  them  ? 
Ask  the  owner  of  that  little  sign,  "  Pea  nuts  fresh  roasted  every  five  minutes," 
and  he  will  tell  you  "  Everybody,"  from  the  wealthy  banker  to  the  homeless 
newsboy  ;  and  that  his  own  sales  are  over  a  thousand  bushels  a  year. — //.  E' 
Cvltunhi,  Juunial  of  Applied  Sae7ice. 


On  the  Transformation  of  Albuminoid  Material  into  Urea — M.  E.  Ritter. — ^ 
M.  Kilter  has  repeated  the  experiments  of  M.  Bcchamp  with  success,  and  ex- 
hibited to  the  Society  crystals  of  urea,  of  oxalate  and  of  nitrate  of  urea.  He 
thinks  he  has  discovered  the  cause  of  the  failure  of  M.  Loew,  in  the  following. 
At  a  certain  moment,  the  transformation,  which  has  hitherto  been  slow,  be- 
comes active,  thereby  occasioning  an  increase  of  heat ;  it  is  necessary  then  ta 
stop  heating  and  even  to  add  a  little  cold  water,  otherwise  there  is  a  very  abuu, 
dant  disengagement  of  carbonic  acid  and  ammonia,  and  no  crystals  are  ob- 
tained. After  a  half  hour  the  heating  may  be  resumed,  without  fear. — Amer^ 
Chemist,  Xov..  1872,  from  Bull.  Soc.  chim.  Paris. 


On  the  Presence  of  Milk  Surjar  in  a  Vegetable  Juice — M.  Bouchardat. — M. 
Bouchardat  has  analyzed  saccharine  matter  obtained  from  the  juice  of  the  sapi- 
tillier  (Achras  sapota),  and  has  found  it  to  consist  of 

Fermentable  sugar,  Cane  sugar,      ....  55 

Milk  sugar,         .  .  .  .  .  .  .45 

This  is  the  first  well  established  proof  of  the  existence  of  milk  sugar  in  a  sub- 
Btance  of  vegetable  origin. — Ibid. 
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A  pharmaceutical  meeting  was  held  February  18th,  1873,  Samuel  S.  Bunt- 
ing  in  the  chair. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
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Mr.  Shinn  said  that,  at  the  meeting  held  in  December  last,*  reference  was 
made  to  a  preparation,  somewhat  in  demand  in  this  city,  containing  fifty  per 
cent,  of  cod-liver  oil  and  a  certain  amount  of  lacto-phosphate  of  lime.  Many 
experiments,  before  and  since  that  time,  have  been  made  by  him  to  devise  an 
eligible  method  of  combining  these  remedies  in  a  palatable  form,  resulting  in 
the  following  formula,  made  to  contain  twelve  grains  lacto-phosphate  of  lime  to 
the  ounce  : 

Take  of  Cod  liver  Oil,       .  .  •  Oj, 

Oil  of  Bitter  Almonds, 
"     Peppermint, 

"     "NViiitergrcen,  .  .      each     gtt.  x, 

Powd.  Gum  Arabic,        .  .  oiv, 

"      Sugar,  .  .  .     5vi, 

Solution  of  Lacto-phosph.  Lime,  (.^i  to  f.^i)  f^viss. 

Lime  AVater,  .  .  .     f.^viss. 

Mix  the  gum  and  sugar  in  a  capacious  mortar,  and  make  a  smooth  mucilage 
with  the  lime  water  and  three  ounces  of  the  solution  of  lacto-phosphate  ot  lime. 
Add  the  volatile  oils  to  the  cod-liver  oil,  and  gradually  triturate  them  with  the 
mucilage  until  a  perfect  emulsion  is  formed.  Finally,  add  the  rest  of  the  solu- 
tion of  lacto-phosphate  of  lime,  and  mix  thoroughly. 

The  solution  of  lacto-phosphate  of  lime  is  made  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Neer- 
gaard  in  the  Am.  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  June,  1871,  by  saturating  a  solution  of 
lactic  acid  with  freshly  precipitated  phosphate  of  lime. 

The  magma  obtained  from  16  ounces  of  phosphate  of  lime  dij^solved  in  muri- 
atic acid,  precipitated  by  ammonia,  quickly  washed  and  pressed,  will  be  suffi 
cient  to  saturate  a  pound  of  the  commercial  acid  mixed  with  4  pints  of  water. 
After  filtering  the  solution  it  is  assayed  by  evaporating  a  fluidounce  to  dryness 
and  weighing  the  resulting  lacto-phosphate  of  lime,  when  it  can  be  made  of  a 
definite  strength.  In  the  formula  given  it  contains  60  grains  to  the  fluidounce, 
which  is  about  equal  to  30  grains  of  phosphate  of  lime,  and  is  of  convenient 
strength.  It  has  a  slightly  acid  taste,  which,  however,  is  not  unpleasant,  but 
rather  renders  the  emulsion  less  cloying  than  if  entirely  sweet.  As  made  by 
the  formula,  the  preparation  will  keep  in  good  condition  for  two  or  three  weeks, 
but  will  eventually  spoil,  as  shown  by  the  blowing  out  of  the  stopper,  although 
the  taste  and  character  are  not  materially  altered. 

If  meant  for  sale  to  the  trade  the  addition  of  about  20  per  cent,  of  alcohol 
renders  it  more  permanent,  and  i^i  most  cases  may  not  be  therapeutically  ob- 
jectionable. 

This  led  to  some  remarks  upon  the  preparation,  during  which  Mr.  Chiles 
gave  his  formula  (which  is  published  on  page  105  of  the  present  number).  The 
question  of  the  legality  of  selling  the  preparation  was  discussed,  there  being  a 
patent  for  the  manufacture  of  a  similar  compound. 

Mr.  Chiles  stated  that  he  also  prepared  a  lozenge  of  lacto-phosphate  of  lime 
and  pepsin. 

Then  adjourned.  Clemmoxs  Parrisii,  Rerjistrar. 

♦See  January  number,  page:  42. 
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Ijamarculiral  (lollfgrH  anb  dissociations. 

CoMMKNCKMKXTs. — We  liavc  bceii  informed  that  the  coninieiicement  ol  the  New 
York  College  of  Pharmacy  will  take  place  at  Association  HaJI,  on  Monday 
etening,  March  3lst ;  that  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  on  Tues- 
day evening,  March  18th,  at  the  American  Academy  of  Music  ;  and  that  of  the 
Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy  on  Thursday  afternoon,  March  11th.  The  vale- 
dictory address  will  be  delivered  in  Philadelphia  by  Professor  Dr.  R.  Bridges. 

Philadelphia  College  ok  Pharmacy.— The  following  gentlemen  have  been 
elected  to  serve  as  Examining  Committee  :  Prof.  William  Procter,  Jr.,  W.  J. 
Jenks,  W.  B.  Webb,  Jos.  R.  Remington  and  William  Mclntyre. 

The  arrangements  for  the  commencement  have  been  entrusted  to  a  commit- 
tee, consisting  of  Messrs  W.  C.  Bakes,  J.  T.  Shinn  and  A.  B.  Taylor;  by  re- 
ferring to  the  notice  found  on  the  inside  page  of  the  cover,  it  will  be  observed 
that  members  of  the  College,  owing  to  the  large  graduating  class,  have  been  lim- 
ited to  two  reserved  seats,  tickets  for  which  must  be  called  for  before  March  12. 

During  the  session  just  closed,  the  following  matriculants  in  the  College  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  instruction  in  the  laboratory  : 
8.  D.  Addis,  Pa.  Frank  Harper,  Ind.  F.  Radefeld,  Pa. 

Edmund  Backhaus.  O.        W.  L.  Harrison.  Va.  C.  M.  Russell,  Pa. 

E.  C.  Batchelor,  Miss.         Herman  Haupt,  Pa.  Henry  Schmidt,  0. 

Jacob  Baur,  Ind.  G.  S.  Henry,  Pa.  Chas.  Schnabel,  N.Y. 

N.J.  Bayard,  Ga.  T.  C.  Hilton,  Pa.  A.  E.  Smith,  Va. 

J.  A.  Bowers,  Ind.  W.  H.  Hubbard,  111.  C.  P.  Smith,  Pa. 

Chas.  S.  Brown,  Miss.        W,  N.  Janvier,  O.  0.  L.  Smith,  Ga. 

J.  N.  Coffee,  Ky.  J.  M,  Jones,  Pa.  S.  B.  Spence,  Wis. 

A.  Conrath,  AVis.  W.  Keir,  M.  1)..   Prince     T.  A.  Stevens, 

E.  S.  Dawson.  N.Y.  Edward's  Isl.  A_.  F.  Stifel,  W.  Va. 

H.  T.  Eberle,  Wi.s.  F.  J.  Koch,  la.  W.  W.  Swearingen,  111. 

J.  H.  Flint,  Cal.  S.  C.  Lee,  Pa.  I.  P.  Van  Cise,  la. 

A.  S.  French,  N.Y.  R.  V.  Mattison,  Pa.  W.  G.  White,  Ky. 

W.  C.  Gill,  Pa.  J.  O.  McPherson,  Ga.         F.  P.  Yergin.  0. 

A.  G.  Griggs,  111.  St.  Neppach,  Wis. 

E.  Z.  Gross,  Pa.  Chr.  Petzelt,  Pa. 

Since  December  last,  Prof.  J.  Reese,  M.  D.,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylva- 
oia,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  delivered  a  course  of  lectures  on 
"Toxicology,"  to  such  students  of  this  College,  and  others  who  chose  to  avail 
themselves  of  this  opportunity  of^acffuiring  a  knowledge  of  the  action  of  poisons, 
the  post-n^.ortem  appearance  of  the  body,  and  the  detection  of  the  poisonous 
articles.  The  lectures,  which  were  well  illustrated,  were  attended  by  a  class 
numbering  about  fifty. 


Nkw  York  Collk<jk  of  Puarmaov. — At  a  conversational  meeting  held  Feb- 
ruary I3th,  Dr.  E.  R.  Squibb  delivered  a  lecture  on  "The  Now  United  States 
Pharmacopoeia. 
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The  Nkw  Jersey  PnAKMAOKUxicAL  Association-  held  its  annual  meeting  ou 
February  5th,  at  the  State  Capital.  We  understand  that  Dr.  Nichols,  the  ef- 
ficient President  for  the  past  year,  doclined  a  re  election,  and  that  Mr.  James 
Stralton,  of  Bordentown,  was  elected  in  his  place.  We  rcu-ret  that  a  report  on 
the  proceedings,  which  was  promised  us,  has  not  been  sent. 


Maryland  Coi.lehk  of  Pharmacy.— At  the  stated  meeting  held  February 
I3th,  it  was  resolved  to  hold  the  annual  meeting  on  March  1:5th,  to  be  followed 
by  a  supper  at  the  Rennert  House.  The  Committee  on  the  T'harmacopceia  was 
instructed  to  report  on  the  additions  and  changes  in  the  new  pharmacopoeia, 
and  to  sugjiest  a  time  for  its  general  adoption  by  the  members  with  a  view  to 
informing  the  medical  profession  of  the  fact.  Dr.  J.  B.  Baxley  read  an  essay 
■«.)u  Citrine  Ointment,  exhibiting  samples  made  with  various  fats. 


The  Sagi.vaw  Vam.ey  Pharma«  KuritAi,  Association,  at  its  annual  meeting 
lield  in  January  last,  elected  the  following  officers  for  the  current  year: 

S.  S  Garrigues,  Ph.  D.,  E.  Saginaw,  President;  L.  Simoneau,  E.  Saginaw, 
Vice-President;  J.  F.  Street,  Bay  City,  Secretary;  W.  Moll,  Saginaw  City, 
Treasurer;  T.  Collins,  E.  Saginaw,  and  (j.  Aldridge,  Bay  City,  Finance  Cora- 
mitlee. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting,  the  Rhode  Island  law,  to  regulate  the  sale  of 
medicines  and  poisons,  was  considered  and  altered,  in  some  respects,  with  the 
view  of  submitting  it  to  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  for  adoption.  There  ap- 
pears to  be  a  fair  prospect  of  its  passing. 


The  Tennessee  College  ok  Pharmacy  has  called  a  meeting  of  the  pharma- 
cists and  druggists  of  the  State,  to  assemble  in  Nashville,  on  Wednesday,  14th 
of  May  next,  to  take  into  consideration  "  the  best  means  to  secure  the  enact- 
ment of  laws  regulating  the  drug  business  in  our  State;  to  encourage  proper 
relations  between  druggists,  pharmaceutists,  physicians  and  the  people  at  large, 
■which  shall  promote  the  public  welfare  and  tend  to  mutual  strength  and  ad- 
vantage ;  to  improve  the  science  and  art  of  pharmacy,  suppress  empiricism,  and 
to  gradually  restrict  the  dispensing  of  medicines  to  educated  pharmacists." 

Those  who  are  unable  t»  attend,  are  requested  to  send  their  views  in  writing 
to  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Jos.  J.  Hall. 

We  sincerely  wish  that  they  may  be  successful  in  their  laudable  endeavors 
to  improve  the  science  and  art  of  Pharmacy,  and  to  secure  to  the  public  greater 
security  in  the  dispensing  of  medicines,  and  that  the  meeting  may  be  a  large 
and  influential  one,  since  half-fare  can  be  secured  to  Nashville  during  the  mouth 
<ii  May  to  attend  the  Industrial  Exposition. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. — At  the  pharmaceutical  meet- 
ing held  February  5th,  many  donations  were  made  to  the  library  and  museum. 

Professor  Attfield  exhibited  some  syrup  of  iodide  of  iron,  containing  iodide 
of  lead  crystallized  in  golden  spangle.«,  and  probably  derived  from  the  iodine, 
which  had  subsequently  been  found  to  be  contaminated  with  lead.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams had  repeatedly  observed  iodide  of  lead  in  the  syrup  in  question,  which  he 
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always  traced  to  the  iron  filings  omiiloycd,  while  the  iodine  was  free  from  lead^ 
M r.  Uniney  liad  likewise  observed  this  contamination  when  crude  iodine  was 
employed,  but  never  with  resublimed  iodine  and  iron  wire. 

Dr.  Arthnr  Leared  read  an  interesting  paper  on  "  Some  drugs  collected  in 
Morocco,"  and  exhibited  many  specimens.  From  the  discussion  we  select  the 
following  remarks  : — 

"Mr.  FTanbury  said  that  Dr.  Leared  had  referred  to  a  seed  e.xtremely  like 
that  of /*e;/ai?Mm  Ifurmnhi.  hut  black  instead  of  brown.  Peijannm  Harmala 
was  a  plant  well  known  in  the  Kast,  and  its  seeds  pnssessed  a  remarkable  pro- 
perty of  atTording,  when  di<rested  in  spirit,  a  green  tliioresccnt  solution.  With 
regard  to  orris  root,  which,  tliey  were  told,  had  lately  come  into  the  market, 
from  .Morocco,  he  had  the  other  day  observed  the  curious  fact  that  at  the  be- 
ginning  of  the  present  century  price  currents  always  used  to  contain  both  Flo- 
rentine orris  root  and  Harbary  orris  root.  The  Harbary  orris  root  was  entirely 
derived  from  Iris  germnnica,  the  common  blue  llui,'  of  our  gardens.  With  re- 
gard to  cumin  we  were  tohl  that  it  was  used  l)y  the  Jews  in  their  bread,  and 
also  for  flavoring  pick'ed  tunny  fish.  In  the  middle  ages  it  was  much  used  i» 
Europe  as  a  spice  and  a  condiment.  Dr.  Leared  had  drawn  attention  to  the 
remarkable  fact  of  caraways  being  brought  from  Morocco.  He  (Mr.  Han- 
bury)  confessed  that  when  he  was  shown  Morocco  caraway  seeds  in  Londoft 
some  time  ago.  he  hardly  knew  how  to  believe  his  eyes,  for  the  caraway  was  es- 
Bentially  a  northern  plant,  dwelling  in  Scandinavia  and  the  colder  parts  of  Eu- 
rope. On  looking,  however,  at  Jackson's  '  Morocco,'  a  work  j)ul)lished  at  the 
beginning  of  the  piescnt  century,  he  found  that  the  author  distinctly  mentioned 
caraway  seeds  as  an  export  of  Morocco,  and  upon  his  (Mr.  Hanbury'sj  sowing 
Bome  of  the  Morocco  caraway  seeds  last  sj)ring,  he  obtained  a  plant  e.xceed- 
ingly  like  that  of  Europe.  As  to  grains  of  paradise,  it  miijht  be  true,  as  stated 
by  the  people  of  Morocco,  that  their  drug  came  from  Europe,  but  it  was  a  very 
curious  fact  that  at  Tripoli  and  the  towns  on  the  northern  coast  of  Africa  grains, 
of  paradise  were  still  brought  by  caravans  coming  from  Soudan  and  Timbuctoo, 
and  from  the  tropical  parts  of  Africa  east  of  Sierra  Leone.  They  were  so 
brought  in  the  middle  ages,  and  shipjied  to  tiie  ports  of  Italy;  and  as  they 
came  from  an  unknown  and  remote  region,  and  were  much  esteemed,  they  ac- 
quired their  present  name,  the  people  supposing  that  no  place  but  Taradise 
could  produce  anything  so  delightful.  In  subsequent  times,  when  there  was 
direct  trade  between  Western  Africa  and  Europe,  grains  of  paradise  were  aa 
article  of  very  large  import,  being  brought  direct  even  to  England  and  France.. 
They  were  once  in  common  use  as  a  condiment  for  human  food. 

"Professor  Bentley  said  that  Mr.  Ilani)ury  had  anticipated  some  of  the  re- 
marks he  had  intended  to  make.  He  must  say  that,  althougli  he  had  come  to 
the  meeting  fearing  that  the  paper,  being  technical,  would  be  uninteresting,  he 
bad  found  it  quite  the  contrary,  and  had  listened  to  it  with  great  gain.  Re- 
searches such  as  those  of  Dr.  Leared  were  the  only  means  by  which  they  could 
get  any  historical  knowledge  of  old  remedies,  or  form  an  acquaintance  with  new 
ones.  As  to  orris  root,  it  was  very  interesting  to  find  that  it  came  in  such 
large  quantities  from  Mogador,  in  Morocco.  Dr.  Leared  had  referred  to  only 
one  species  of  ziziqihus,  though  Uiere  were  several  sjjccies  known  by  the  com- 
mon name  of  jujube;  but  as  to  the  so-called  jujul)es  munufactured  in  London, 
it  was  quite  understood  that  the  juice  or  the  fruit  of  jhe  jujube  plant  did  not 
enter  into  their  composition.  He  was  very  sorry  that  the  great  fascination  of 
partridge  shooting  had  prevented  Dr.  Leared  Irom  seeing  the  ammoniacum 
plant,  as  he  should  have  liked  to  have  been  informed  of  the  mode  in  which  it 
was  obtained.  Perhaps  Dr.  Leared  might  have  heard  from  the  natives  whether 
the  drug  ammoniacum  was  obtained  from  the  rout,  from  the  stem,  or  from  both. 
In  the  museum  there  was  a  very  interesting  sp»  cimen  of  the  stem  of  the  Per- 
sian ammoniacum  plant,  with  the  ammoniacum  in  silu.     That  result  had  been 
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prodaced,  not  by  incisions,  but  by  the  attacks  of  beetles  or  some  creatures  of 
the  kind,  in  consequence  of  which  llie  <rum  had  exuded  and  covered  the  stem. 
The  poisonous  nature  of  Sparfium  Jiinreum  had  been  referred  to  in  the  paper. 
The  Spanisli  broom  had  been  examined  by  Dr.  Stenhouse,  who  had  found  a  new 
principle  in  it.  and  therefore.  aiiythiii<:  in  connection  with  that  subject  was  of 
interest.  Of  course,  the  drug  was  a  strong  diuretic.  With  regard  to  starchy 
no  doubt  it  was  present  in  plants  allied  to  the  arum,  and  could  probably  be  ob- 
tained in  large  quantities  from  the  large  corms  and  underground  stems  without 
much  difficulty.  He  apprehended  tiiat  the  poisonous  quality  was  got  rid  of  not 
so  much  by  washing  as  by  a  certain  amount  of  temjierature  that  was  employed 
in  the  preparation  of  the  substance. 

"  Mr.  Collins  said  that  ihere  seemed  to  be  two  kinds  of  '  harmala'  seed,  and 
both  seemed  to  have  had  that  name  at  first.  Those  of  Peganum  harmala  he 
had  compared  witli  a  herbarium  specimen.  The  other  was  certainly  those  of  a 
rutaceous  plant,  but  whether  it  was  a  variety  of  Peganum  harmala,  he  (Mr. 
Collins)  could  not  say.  He  did  not  see  in  the  Herbarium  of  the  British  Museum 
any  specimen  which  showed  a  variation  in  the  seed  between  those  two.  With 
regard  to  argan,  he  could  not  help  wondering  why  the  oil  had  not  been  intro- 
duced into  this  country.  Sir  William  Hooker,  in  the  'Journal  of  Botany,' 
gave  a  very  good  account  of  it,  and  it  had  been  very  highly  spoken  of.  As  to 
Tacout  galls,  they  were  very  small,  and  they  did  not  seem  to  be  equal  to  the 
Morea  galls  The  latter  were  introduced  to  commerce  some  time  ago,  but  from 
inquiry  which  he  had  made,  he  found  that  they  were  not  considered  good  enough 
to  be  sent.  The  dealers  said  that  when  the  galls  were  very  small  they  did  not 
like  them,  because  they  were  very  often  mixed  with  foreign  substances.  With 
regard  to  etiphorb/um,  it  would  have  been  very  interesting  if  the  plant  from 
Kew  had  been  sent  to  the  meeting,  because  it  had  now,  through  the  researches 
of  Dr.  Cosson,*  some  historical  interest.  It  would  be  remembered  that  Dr. 
Bers  some  time  ago  made  an  examination  of  certain  parts  of  the  stems  found 
in  the  specimens,  and  he  gave  it  the  name  of  Euphorbium  reainifera.  Dr. 
Cosson  having  examined  specimens  which  he  received  from  Mr.  Hanbury  and 
others,  said  that  he  believed  that  Dr.  Berg  was  correct.  Dr.  Hooker  in  the 
meantime  had  obtained  a  plant  from  Mr.  Cartensen,  and  this  was  now  growing. 
The  only  matter  to  be  cleared,  and  to  make  one  sure  that  it  was  this  species 
which  yielded  the  gum  euphorbium,  was  the  flowering  of  the  specimen.  That 
event  would  prove  whether  Dr.  Berg  and  Dr.  Cosson  were  correct." 

Professor  Redwood  stated  that  a  reprint  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  would 
again  be  required  very  shortly,  and  referred  to  some  alterations  and  additions 
which  would  then  become  necessary,  it  is  not  proposed  to  issue  a  new  editioUj 
but  merely  a  supplement  and  appendix  with  the  present  pharmacopoeia. 


(Editorial  Department. 


Professor  Osc.a.r  Oldberg's  address  before  the  National  College  of  Phar- 
macy was  the  subject  of  some  editorial  comments  in  our  last  number.  The 
printed  copy  sent  us  being  prefixed  by  a  quotation  from  our  remarks  published 
in  November,  we  deemed  the  address  written  with  especial  reference  thereto, 
and  therefore  regarded  it  as  reflecting  upon  the  motives  which  prompted  the 
first  notice.  In  this  we  are  glad  to  say  we  have  been  mistaken.  Professor 
Oldberg  writes  that  "  not  a  word  of  your  quotation  was,  either  imputatively  or 
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otherwiee,  aimed  at  you. "  Regretting  that  we  iulerpreled  his  words  in  a  differ- 
ent manner  than  intended  by  him,  it  is  but  just  that  we  should  give  the  entire 
passage  verbatim  to  which  we  had  taken  special  exception.  It  follows  imme- 
diately afler  the  quotation  on  page  92  : 

It  is.  indeed,  our  duty  (no  Ic^;!:  than  our  privilege)  to  profit  by  the  sneers  of 
the  uncharitable,  and  so  manage  that,  in  the  future,  all  our  institutions  may 
partake  of  the  nationalism  of  the  city  itself.  They  must  not — nay,  cannot  be 
sectional  to  succeed.  And  to  say  that  the  people  of  the  District  of  (Columbia 
do  not  appreciate  their  privilege  in  this  respect  is  an  accusation  much  too 
jejune  to  be  made  in  earnest. 

After  this  correction  in  the  bearing  of  the  foregoing,  we  find  also  the  sen- 
tence, immediately  following,  of  an  appropriate  character,  which  at  first  we 
•could  not  discern  : 

Thus  it  is  eminently  proper  that  the  National  College  of  Pharmacy,  situated 
-s.t  the  National  Capital,  should  make  bold  to  compete  with  its  older  sisters 
without  a  churlish  thmight  •'/  unworthy  contention. 


TuK  Nkw  rHARMACOPO-;iA — CoRRKCTio.N. — In  somc  copies  of  the  new  Phar- 
macopoeia will  be  found  two  errors,  which  originated  in  compiling  and  tran- 
scribing the  manuscript  for  the  printer,  and  were  overlooked  in  proof  reading. 
As  soon  as  discovered  the  necessary  typical  corrections  have  been  made.  We 
-call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  same,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  make 
the  requisite  alterations  in  case  they  should  have  a  copy  issued  before  the 
•errors  were  discovered. 

In  the  article  "  Pyro.xylon  "  the  quantity  of  sulphuric  acid  in  the  alternative 
formula  on  page  262  should  be  ten,  instead  of  two  troyounces. 

In  the  formula  for  "Spiritus  chloroform!,"  on  page  27.T.  twelve  fluidounces  of 
<dcohol  (not  diluted  alcohol)  should  be  used. 


Bay  Ru.m. — Our  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  two  formulas  for  bay  rum 
which,  on  page  9.')  of  our  last  issue,  we  copied  from  "  The  Chemists  and  Drug- 
gist's Diary."  Both  formulas  were  contributed  to  the  "  Druggists'  Circular"  in 
1869.  and  will  be  found  on  pages  18.5  and  199  of  that  paper.  One  of  the  for- 
mulas has  been  copied  incorrectly  into  the  "  Diary,"  and  from  it  into  our  last 
«umlier.  Instead  of  \  lb.  cardamom,  it  should  read  Sem.  Amomi  (i.  e.  Pimenta) 
h  lb. 


Elixiks  a.vd  Sei  rkt  Formulas. — For  several  years  past  pharmacists  have 
been  annoyed  by  the  continued  introduction  of  new  eli.xirs,  medicated  wines 
and  similar  preparations,  ostensibly  gotten  up  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting 
nauseous  medicines  in  a  form  which  should  be  at  once  f  leasing  to  the  eye  and 
agreeable  to  the  taste.  'I'he  baneful  effects  of  this  class  of  preparations  have, 
we  believe,  never  been  more  justly  and  more  forcibly  stated  than  by  Dr.  Squibb, 
at  the  Cleveland  meeting  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  who, 
«fter  alluding  to  the  inducement  of  large  profits  held  out  by  the  manufacturer 
Vj  the  dispenser,  said  :* 

•  Pioc'-edings  of  the  .Amt-ric.in  Pha'iniiPQUiicai  A8-;ooi»iion,  1872,  p.  So, 
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■'  Physicians  are  liable  enough  to  go  on  the  ready-made  clothing  store  prin- 
ciple ;  they  will  take  anythinj;:  thai  is  compounded  and  save  themselves  the 
trouble  of  compounding  :  but  while  I  am  speaking  of  a  large  class  of  physicians^ 
fortunately  there  is  another  class,  and  to  those  pharmacists  would  do  well  to 
address  themselves.  There  are  no  two  patients  whose  conditions  are  right  for 
the  same  prei)aration  of  these  elixirs,  and  therefore  it  is  really  a  ready-made 
clothing  system  ;  when  you  put  a  definite  portion  of  strychnia,  cinchona  and 
iron  into  a  preparation,  you  foreshadow  a  case  which  requires  exactly  that  pre- 
paration. Some  require  no  iron,  some  a  little  more  strychnia,  some  no  cin- 
chona, and  so  the  physician  puts  a  good  many  shot  into  his  gun,  or  is  induced 
to  do  so  by  drummers,  in  the  hope  of  hittingsomething  somewhere.  The  result 
of  this  is,  it  has  become  reduced  to  what  is  a  little  belter  than  fashionable  tip- 
pling. It  is  a  fashionable  way  of  gelling  stimulants  into  the  stomachs  of  women 
and  children,  and  as  such  it  deserves  the  serious  reprobation  of  this  Associa- 
tion. There  is  no  way  wc  can  do  more  good,  and  place  it  in  a  better  position 
with  physicians  and  the  community  at  large,  than  by  setting  our  faces  against 
this  elixir  swindle,  as  it  is  properly  called." 

The  danger  likely  to  result  to  pharmacy  from  the  wholesale  introduction  of 
these  preparations,  was  recognized  at  an  early  day,  and  various  ways  were 
adopted,  individually,  by  the  conscientious  pharmacists,  either  to  avoid  their  dis- 
pensing altogether,  or  to  dissuade  physicians  from  prescribing  preparations 
the  formula  of  which  was  not  made  known  to  such  an  extent  that  they  could 
be  made  alike  by  all  pharmacists.  Several  local  pharmaceutical  societies  thea 
took  the  matter  in  hand,  and  published  and  adopted  formularies  for  the  guid- 
ance of  their  members  and  others  who  chose  to  avail  themselves  of  the  infor- 
mation given.  'J'he  formulas  of  these  societies  for  the  same  preparation,  how- 
ever, rarely,  if  ever,  agreed,  and  the  variation  in  the  nature  of  the  products  as. 
obtained  from  different  pharmacies,  was  therefore  not  removed.  In  1871,*  Dr. 
E.  W.  Russell,  of  Baltimore,  suggested  that  the  American  Pharmaceutical  As- 
sociation should  select  and  adopt  the  most  satisfactory  formulas,  either  for 
adoption  in  the  new  pharmacopoeia,  or  to  recommend  their  general  use  by  the 
pharmaceutical  and  medical  professions  throughout  the  country. 

Large  bodies  proverbially  move  slowly,  and  the  subject  being  of  vital  im- 
portance to  two  kindred  professions  of  this  continent,  the  National  Association 
referred  to  Mr.  Robert  J.  Brown,  of  Leavenworth,  the  following  query  :  "  Are 
there  reasons  sufficient  to  warrant  this  Association  in  propounding  formulas 
for  nnofiBcinal  preparations  with  a  view  to  securing  uniformity  in  dispensing?" 
which,  at  the  last  meeting,  was  answeredt  in  an  able  paper,  the  concluding  re- 
marks of  which  are  as  follows  : 

"We  believe  the  time  has  come  when  these  jireparations  should  be  prepared 
by  every  pharmacist.  If  this  Association  will  take  a  forward  step  in  the  pub- 
li-ation  of  the  best  formulas  that  can  be  obtained,  we  believe  there  are  thou- 
sands of  apothecaries  who  will  throw  aside  A.,  B.  and  C's  preparations,  and 
prepare  them  after  the  formulas  propounded  by  this  Association,  rejoicing  that 
they  are  free  "from  the  odium  of  dispensing  semi-nostrums,  and  the  American 
Pharmaceutical  Association  will  continue  in  its  good  work  of  disseminating 
useful  information  to  American  pharmacists." 

The  reading  of  this  paper  gave  rise  to  an  interesting  discussion,  from  which 
we  quoted  above  only  a  portion  of  Dr.  Squibb's  remarks,  but  which  touched 

*.See  Am.rican  Journal  of  Pharminy,  1871,  p.  3S1. 
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upon  several  other  important  and  iiilerestin'^  points  connected  with  this  ques- 
tion.   At  a  subsequent  session  the  Association  passed  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  Tliat  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  President,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  subject  of  elixirs  and  similar  nnullicinal  preparations,  in 
all  its  bearings  njion  pharmacy,  and.  if  deemed  proper,  to  report  suitable  for- 
mulas for  the  guidance  of  the  members  of  this  Association. 

And  the  President  appointed  the  following  committee  to  carry  out  the  objects 
of  the  resolution  :  Messrs.  .lolin  V.  Hancock.  Baltimore  ;  James  (k.  Steele,  San 
Francisco;  Hampden  Osborne,  Columbus,  Miss.;  Robert  J.  Brown,  Leaven- 
worth, and  Ottmar  Eberbach,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

We  regard  this  as  an  excellent  choice,  all  the  gentlemen  having  already  de- 
voted much  time  and  labor  on  the  subject,  and  among  them,  Mr.  Eberlmch 
having  proven  analytically,  in  an  essay  on  the  alkaloids  contained  in  commer- 
cial elixirs,  which  was  read  at  the  Cleveland  meeting,'  that  most  of  the  elixirs 
examined  by  him  fell  more  or  less  short,  some  by  two-thirds  the  amount  of 
these  important  constituents  claimed  by  the  manufacturers. 

We  have  prepared  the  above  sketch  of  the  agitation  against  the  private 
elixirs,  etc.,  in  consequence  of  the  replies  which  we  have  received  to  the  paper 
by  Mr.  J.  "\V.  Long,  entitled  "A  defense  of  elixirs,  etc.,"  which,  with  some 
editorial  remarks,  we  publi.«hcd  in  our  last  number.  Our  correspondents  will 
pardon  us  us  for  not  publishing  their  essays  in  extenso,  since  all  (five  have 
been  received  thus  far)  agree  in  the  main  in  their  arguments  against  these 
modern  species  of  nostrums,  and  advocate  the  adoption  by  the  American  Phar- 
maceutical Association  of  suitable  formulas  for  all  the  more  important  elixirs 
and  similar  preparations  which  of  late  years  have  gained  notoriety,  and  have 
been  more  or  less  extensively  prescribed  by  physicians.  Most  of  our  corres- 
pondents seem  to  have  overlooked  the  notice  that  the  Association  has  taken 
proper  steps  in  the  direction  indicated,  which  we  published  on  page  444  of  our 
last  volume.  In  regard  to  the  appointment  of  a  similar  committee  by  the 
American  Medical  Association,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  that  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Association — a  suggestion  made  io  two  or  three  of  the  papers  re- 
ceived— we  must  say  that  such  a  committee  might  materially  lighten  the  labors 
of  the  pharmacists  by  indicating  the  most  suitable  proportions  of  the  active 
ingredients  in  the  formulas  to  be  proposed  and  adopted  ;  we  suppose,  however, 
that  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association  will  take  proper  steps  to  make 
the  medical  profession  of  the  country  acquainted  with  whatever  action  it  may 
take  in  this  matter,  so  as  to  secure  uniformity  in  these  preparations  in  all  locali- 
ties. 

A  suggestion  made  by  Mr.  William  B.  Addington,  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  is  worthy 
of  consideration  by  all  interested,  namely,  that  "  manufacturers  whose  elixirs, 
syrups,  etc.,  are  good,  might  show  a  little  public  spifit,  and  send  in  their  for- 
mulas to  this  Committee  for  examination  and  selection.  .  .  .  Give  to  him, 
whose  formulas  are  accepted,  the  credit  on  all  occasions  ;  and  he  who  feels  a 
pride  in  benefitting  and  elevating  his  profession,  and  not  merely  in  making  what 
pecuniary  gain  he  can  out  of  its  members,  will  consider  himself  amply  rewarded." 
Those  who  feel  inclined  to  adopt  this  course  can  readily  do  so  by  communicat- 
ing with  any  member  of  the  Committee  named  above. 

•Proc.  Amor.  Pharm.  Assoc,  1^72,  2«t— 27:i.| 
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KEVIEWS  AND  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 


Year-Bool-  ofPhannnci/,  comprising  Abstracts  of  Papers  relating  to  Pharmacy, 
Materia  Medica  and  Chemistry,  contributed  to  British  and  Foreign  Journals 
from  July  1.  1871,  to  June  HO.  1872.  With  the  Transactions  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  at  the  Ninth  Annual  Meeting,  held  at  Brighton, 
.August.  1872.  London:  John  Churchill  &  Sons,  1872.  8vo,  C76  pages, 
exclusive  of  advertisements. 

This  annual  publication  comes  to  us  in  its  usual  attractive  style,  its  pages 
filled  with  matters  of  interest  to  the  pharmacist.  The  first  400  pages  are 
ilevoted  to  the  "Year-Book,"  or,  as  it  is  termed  by  our  national  association, 
the  '•  Report  on  the  I'rogress  of  I'harmacy,"  which  is  introduced  with  a  review 
— covering  12  pages — of  the  more  important  observations  and  discoveries 
made  during  the  preceding  year,  relating  directly  or  indirectly  to  pharmacy. 
'Ihis  is  followed  by  a  review  of  the  investigation  on  the  various  articles  of 
materia  medica,  conveniently  grouped  together  into  natural  orders. 

Fart  II  of  the  Year-Book  treats  of  pharmaceutical  chemistry,  upon  172 
pages;  Part  III  of  pharmacy,  upon  101  pages,  and  Part  IV  contains,  upon  20 
pages,  a  number  of  notes  and  formulas,  which  could  not  conveniently  be  arranged 
in  the  preceding  part. 

The  abstracts  of  the  papers  are  very  full  and  complete,  and,  as  far  as  we  have 
examined,  cover  pretty  well  the  pharmaceutical  literature  of  the  year.  In  our 
•opinion,  the  use  of  Parts  II  and  III  would  be  materially  facilitated  if  they 
were  subdivided  by  several  headings,  as  has  been  done  in  Part  I ;  the  sysie- 
raatic  arrangements  which  appear  to  have  been  adopted  for  the  two  parts  would 
then  become  more  obvious. 

The  Year  Book  is  followed  by  the  Constitution,  &c.,  of  the  Conference,  the 
alphabetical  lists  of  members,  and  of  the  towns  in  which  they  reside.  The 
roll  shows  18  honorary,  and  altogether  2000  members,  a  number  far  surpassing 
that  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  which  latter  has  been 
organized  more  than  double  the  length  of  time. 

The  Transactions  of  this  body,  including  the  reports  and  papers  read  at  the 
meeting,  occupy  188  pages.  In  the  October  number  of  1872  we  have  given  a 
short  account  of  them,  and  several  papers  have  been  republished  in  this 
Journal. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  Mr,  C.  H.  Wood,  editor  of  the  Year-Book,  and  Prof. 
Attfield,  editor  of  the  Transactions,  for  the  labor  bestowed  upon  this  volume, 
not  the  least  important  feature  of  which  is  a  complete  and  carefully  prepared 
index  of  26  pages,  in  double  columns. 


The  Pharmacist  and  Chemical  Record.  A  Monthly  Journal  of  Pharmacy, 
Chemistry  and  the  Collateral  Sciences.  Published  by  the  Chicago  College 
of  Pharmacy,  1873.     Price,  $1.50  per  year. 

The  January  number  of  our  contemporary  comes  to  us  enlarged  from  24  to 
H2  pages  each  month.  It  remains  under  the  editorship  of  Professor  N.  Gray 
Bartlett,  with  Mr.  Albert  E.  Ebert,  associate  editor.  We  congratulate  our 
Western  friends  on  this  evidence  of  success  and  prosperity. 
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Professor  Dr.  J.  F  Hermann  Luuwio  died  at  Jotia  on  the  morning  of  Jan. 
7th,  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his  uge.  In  him  pharmacy  loses  one  of  her  most 
devoted  and  accomplished  scholars,  and  one  of  her  nio.-t  conscientious  and 
successful  teachers  For  the  following  biographical  notes  we  are  indebted  to 
the  '•  Pharraaceulische  Zeitung:  Born  at  (ireusJ.^en.  Sondershausen,  on  the 
I'ilh  of  August,  1S19.  he  serveii  his  apprenticeship  there  in  the  "eagle-phar- 
macy," and  subsequently  as  assistant  in  various  parts  of  (jeiinany  and  Switzer- 
land. In  1844  he  went  to  Jena  to  study  chemistry  and  pharmacy.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  became  the  as.sistant  in  the  pharmaceutical  institute  of  the  emi- 
nent Wackenroder,  and  in  1847  Professor  of  Agricultural  Chemistry  iti  the 
Agricultural  Institute  at  Jena.  In  1852  he  habilitated  himself  as  Lecturer  in 
the  University  of  Jenu,  and.  after  Wackenroder's  death,  in  I8.i4,  he  succeeded 
hi.s  teacher  as  Director  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Institute,  in  which  capacity  he 
labored  uninterruptedly  until  last  winter,  when  he  was  prostrated  by  sickness, 
which  terminated  his  useful  career. 

Since  18.54  Professor  Ludwig  has  been  acting  as  Inspector  of  Pharmacies, 
and  as  a  member  of  the  State  Board  for  Chemical  and  Pharmaceutical  Affairs- 
When,  in  IBOO,  a  pharmaceutical  examining  board  was  created  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Jena,  Ludwig  was  appointed  one  of  the  members.  Since  1860  he  and 
Dr.  Mirus  conducted  the  chemico-legal  investigations  for  the  grand-duchy  of 
Weimar  and  adjacent  states,  and,  in  conjunction  with  Prof.  Reichardt,  under- 
took the  analysis  of  the  springs  of  the  larger  towns  of  his  state  to  determine 
their  fitness  for  drinking  and  culinary  pnrposes.  His  chemical  and  pharma- 
ceutical researches  were  published  in  the  "  Archiv  der  Pharmacie,"  of  which 
journal  he  was  co-editor  with  the  late  Dr.  L.  Bley  from  186H  to  1867.  and  was 
the  sole  editor  since  I8l>8.  Of  larger  works,  Prof.  Ludwig  published  transla- 
tions of  A.  Philippe's  History  of  the  Apothecaries,  <&c.,  and  of  Tardieu  and 
Roussin's  Toxicology,  the  latter  work  in  connection  with  Dr,  Thiele ;  and, 
together  with  Prof.  Ilallier,  an  edition  of  Clamor  Marquart's  Pharmacy. 

As  an  earnest  student,  he  accumulated  valuable  collections  ;  but,  overworked 
as  he  had  been  for  years,  with  a  compensation  inadequate  for  his  numerous 
responsible  duties,  he  leaves  a  wife  and  four  children  in  very  moderate  circum- 
stances. 

The  deceased  was  an  honorary  member  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  and  a  corresponding  member  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Pharmacy. 

1jE(jui;k  U'ALtai,  a  prominent  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ijreat  Britain,  died,  at  the  age  of  71  years,  on  the  r2th  of  -Tanuary.  at  his 
residence,  Queensborough  Terrace,  Kensington  Gardens.  The  deceased  wa!« 
for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Council  of  that  .Society,  and  may  be  regarded 
the  originator,  as  he  has  been  one  of  thf  most  active  promoters,  of  the  Jacoh 
Bell  Teetimoiiial  Fund. 
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^SCULUS  PAVIA,  LIN.— RED  BUCKEYE. 

Bt   E.  C.  Batchelor. 

From  the  Author's  Inaugural  Essay. 

The  ic<l  buckeye  of  the  Southern  States  is  generally  regarded  as  a 
poison  ;  I  have  often  heard  farmers  attribute  the  death  of  stock  to 
their  having  eaten  of  some  part  of  the  plant.  I  have  endeavored,  in 
my  experiments  with  the  seeds,  under  Prof.  John  M.  Maisch,  to  as- 
certain what  amount  of  truth  there  may  be  in  such  reports,  and,  so 
far  as  my  researches  have  gone,  they  prove  that  the  seeds  are  pos- 
sessed of  decided  poisonous  properties,  residing  chiefly  in  a  glucoside 
found  in  the  cotyledons.  The  symptoms  are  similar  to  those  of  strych- 
nia poisoning.  Unfortunately  I  neglected  to  estimate  the  yield  of 
the  active  principle,  but  it  must  be  at  least  2|  per  cent.  From  the 
following  analysis  it  appears  that  there  is  much  truth  in  the  state- 
ments of  the  farmers  as  to  its  poisonous  properties,  and  many  deaths 
among  cattle  may  be  justly  attributed  to  this  shrub. 

xEscuLUS  Pavia,  Lin. — Red  Buckeye.  , 

Nat.  Ord. — Sapindaceae. 

Habitat. — United  States  :  Virginia,  southward  and  westward. 

Small  tree  or  shrub,  sometimes  reaching  the  height  of  ten  feet.  Fruit 
smootfc.-  Leaves  opposite,  digitate,  leaflets  3,  5  or  7,  serrate,  straight- 
veined,  like  those  of  the  chestnut;  glabrous  or  soft  downy  beneath. 
Flowers  in  a  terminal  thyrsus  or  panicle,  often  polygamous,  the  greater 
portion  having  imperfect  pistils  and  sterile.  Pedicels  jointed.  Calyx 
tubular,  five-lobed,  rather  oblique  or  gibbous  at  the  base.  Petals  4, 
erect    and  conniving ;    the   two   upper  smaller   and   longer  than  the 
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others,  consisting  of  a  small  rounded  blade  on  a  very  long  claw. 
Stigmas  7,  not  longer  than  the  corolla,  which  is  bright  rod,  as  well 
as  the  tubular  calyx.  Ovary  1  to  3  celled,  generally  1  or  3,  with 
two  ovules  in  each  cell,  rarely  .more  than  one  of  which  forms  a  seed. 
Seed  1  to  H  inches  long,  |  to  1  inch  in  diameter,  smooth,  round  on 
one  side,  flat  or  angular  on  the  other  ;  dark  reddish  brown  testa  (dry) 
with  large  pale  scar.  Cotyledons  two,  very  thick  and  fleshy,  their 
contiguous  parts  more  or  less  united  ;  of  a  pale  greenish  color  with 
light  brown  resinous  spots  scattered  throughout.     Embryo  curved. 

Testa  no  odor;  taste  astringent  and  slightly  bitter  ;  constitutes  17 
per  cent,  of  the  seed. 

Cotyledbns  slightly  disagreeable  odor  ;  taste  amylaceous  and  slightly 
sweet  at  first,  then  bitter  and  acrid,  with  a  peculiar  and  lasting  dry- 
ing effect  in  the  fauces.  The  seeds  lose  25  per  cent,  of  weight  in 
drying. 

Testa. — 1.  Reduced  to  a  moderately  fine  powder  and  exhausted 
with  benzin,  the  testa  yielded  three  per  cent,  of  a  dark  reddish  brown 
resin,  pulverizable,  possessing  a  slight  terebinthinate  odor  and  taste. 

2.  The  residue  dried,  exhausted  with  alcohol  of  '835,  and  the  al- 
cohol distilled  off",  yielded  a  dark  red  extract-like  matter,  having  little 
odor,  but  a  very  astringent  taste;  this  proved  to  be  tannic  acid  (green 
with  ferric  salts)  and  coloring  matter. 

3.  The  residue  was  dried  and  exhausted  with  cold  water,  the  in- 
fusion treated  with  lead  acetate,  precipitate  washed,  and  lead  removed 
by  SHj,  filtered  ;  filtrate  heated  to  drive  off"SH2,  and  filtered  to  sep- 
arate S  ;  concentrated  and  crystallized,  yield  a  minut''  quantity  of 
long  prismatic  crystals;  coloring  was  removed  by  repeated  crystalli- 
zation from  boiling  alcohol ;  crystals  possess  neither  odor  nor  taste — 
they  are  organic. 

Cotyledons. — 1.  Reduced  to  a  fine  powder  and  exhausted  with  ben- 
zin, the  cotyledons  yieldec^  five  per  cent,  of  a  greenish  brown  fixed 
oil,  lighter  than  water,  little  odor,  taste  bland  and  rather  sweet,  non- 
drying  ;  at  50"^  F.  it  separated  a  concrete  principle — more  at  a  lower 
temperature  (8° — 10°  F).     It  is  probably  palmilin  with  some  stearin. 

2.  The  residue  was  dried  and  exhausted  with  alcohol  -817.  The 
alcohol  distilled  off  left  as  residue  a  dark  green  mass  of  the  consist- 
ence of  hone}',  possessing  a  heavy  unpleasant  odor,  and  the  peculiar 
taste  of  the  cotyledons  very  much  concentrated.  The  extract  was 
treated  with   ether  to  remove  an  oil  of  a  dark   green   color,  having  a 
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slight  terebiuthinate  odor  and  taste,  and  being  soluble  in  ether  and 
chloroform.  Residue  of  extract  was  agitated  with  chloroform,  and 
allowed  to  stand  48  hours.  A  thin,  slightly  green  layer  separated  at 
bottom,  which,  upon  separation  and  subsequent  evaporation,  yielded 
a  small  amount  of  a  light-greenish  tenacious  mass,  resembling  the 
glucoside  very  much  in  taste,  but  differing  from  it  by  its  solubility  in 
chloroform  and  not  being  readily  pulverized.  To  the  remaining  tur- 
bid chloroform  mixture,  alcohol  of  '817  was  added  in  excess  (3  to  1)  ; 
the  sugar  was  precipitated,  taking  with  it  some  of  the  glucoside.  This 
was  separated  by  repeated  solution  in  alcohol  "817  and  precipitated 
by  ether,  the  ether  and  alcohol  holding  the  glucoside  in  solution,  the 
sugar  precipitating.  The  yield  of  cane  sugar  and  syrup  was  2|  per 
cent.  Upon  evaporating  the  alcoholic  and  ethereal  solution,  the  glu- 
coside was  obtained  in  light  yellowish-brown,  shining  scales,  possess- 
ing a  peculiar,  heavy  odor  and  an  extremely  bitter  and  acrid  taste, 
with  a  peculiar  and  lastingly  drying  effpct  in  the  fauces.  This  glu- 
coside, by  boiling  with  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  was  converted  into  glu- 
cose, and  a  compound,  which,  by  solution  in  alcohol,  was  obtained  in 
small  yellowish-white  crystals,  devoid  of  odor  and  taste,  but  having 
an  acid  reaction.  The  glucoside  is  insoluble  in  ether  and  chloroform, 
soluble  in  alcohol,  more  in  hot ;  freely  soluble  in  water,  yielding  a  frothy 
solution  acid  to  litmus.  By  distilling  with  HjSO^HjO,  a  solution  of 
valerianic  acid  was  obtained,  which  was  carefully  neutralized  with 
NaHO,  evaporated,  and  yielded  a  small  quantity  of  salt.  A  portion 
of  this  mixed  with  a  drop  of  amylic  alcohol  and  H._,SO^  in  excess, 
yielded,  upon  the  addition  of  a  drop  of  water,  the  odor  of  apple  oil  or 
valerianate  of  amylic  ether. 

3.  The  residue  (from  alcoholic  percolator)  was  dried  and  exhausted 
with  cold  water,  the  infusion  treated  with  lead  acetate,  the  precipi- 
tate washed  and  the  lead  thrown  out  by  HjS  and  filtered.  The  filtrate 
was  rejected ;  the  residue  on  filter  dried,  reduced  to  a  fine  powder, 
and  exhausted  by  washing  with  cold  alcohol  of  •817.  The  alce- 
holic  solution  was  heated  and  filtered,  the  filtrate  shaken  with  a  small 
portion  of  chloroform  to  remove  the  coloring  matter  which  floated  on 
the  top  of  the  solution,  and  separated  by  filtration  ;  filtrate  concen- 
trated and  crystallized,  obtained  a  minute  crop  of  light  yellowish-white 
prismatic  crystals,  soluble  in  alkalies,  not  in  acetic  acid,  possessing  a 
decided  acid  taste  and  reaction,  and  totally  volatilized  by  heat. 

4.  The  residue  left  of  the  cotvledons  was  washed  with  successive 
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portions  of  cold  water  ;  washings  mixed  and  allowed  to  settle  ;  sedi- 
ments collocted  and  dried  at  a  moderate  temperature,  yielded  12  per 
cent,  starch,  with  loss.  The  seeds  yielded  i!^  per  cent,  of  ashes,  a 
qualitative  analysis  of  which  proved  its  composition  to  be  aluminium, 
magnesium,  potassium,  sodium  (iron  trace),  as  bases,  and  carbonic, 
hydrochloric  and  phosphoric  acids. 

Physiological  effects  of  the  glucoside. — A  full-grown  cat,  to  which  a 
portion  of  a  solution  containing  a  half  grain  of  the  glucoside  was  ad- 
ministered, exhibited  signs  of  great  uneasiness  within  fifteen  minutes. 
Symptoms :  first  stupor,  then  starts  and  jerking  of  the  muscles,  pro- 
truding eyes,  with  much  frothing  at  the  mouth;  the  stupor  and  mus- 
cular spasms  continued  to  alternate  for  three  days,  the  cat  occasionally 
staggering  about  the  room  as  if  in  a  fit.  At  the  end  of  the  three  days  it 
began  to  recover,  and  would  then  take  food.  Owing  to  accident,  I  could 
not  state  exactly  the  amount  administered,  but  it  was  something  under 
a  half  grain  ;  and  having  lost  my  solution  by  the  same  accident  (prin- 
cipally the  claws  and  teeth  of  my  patient),  I  failed  in  estimating  the 
amount  necessary  to  cause  the  death  of  the  cat,  but  proved  that  in  a 
moderately  large  dose  it  would  prove  decidedly  injurious  if  taken  in- 
ternally. 

The  glucoside  differs  from  argyrsescin  and  aphrodaescin,  found  by 
Rochleder  in  the  ^^Jsculus  hypocas(a7ivm,  by  the  following  reactions  : 

Argyrcescin. — 1.  By  HjSO^,  pale  yellow  solution  ;  the  heat  generated 
by  adding  a  drop  of  water  changed  the  color  to  a  deep  red,  and  upon 
the  heat  being  pushed,  deposits  grayish-green  flocks,  at  the  same  time 
evolving  the  odor  of  fatty  acids. 

2.  Its  solution  in  aqueous  alkalies,  upon  being  warmed,  changes 
into  a  viscid  mass  and  solidifies  to  a  yellow  jelly ;  by  pushing  the 
heat  it  is  liquefied. 

3.  Its  aqueous  solutions  are  precipitated  by  acetate  and  subacetate 
of  lead. 

fe   4.  It  is^not  freely  soluble  in  water. 

» Aphrodcescin. — 1.  Precipitated  from  aqueous  solutions  by  baryta 
water. 

2.  Its  solution  in  aqueous  alkalies  resembles  argyraescin  when 
heated. 

Glucoside. — 1.  II^SO^  rich  yellow  solution,  a  drop  of  water  changes 
the  color  to  a  reddish-purple ;  by  pushing  heat,  deposits  purple  flocks, 
evolving  at  the  same  time  the  odor  of  fatty  acids  (Val.)  Upon  cool- 
ing, the  color  changes  to  a  beautiful  dark  purple. 
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2.  Its  solution  in  aqueous  alkalies  does  not  solidify  when  warmed. 

3.  It  is  not  precipitated  from  aqueous  solutions  by  acetate  or  sub- 
acetate  of  lead. 

4.  It  is  freely  soluble  in  water,  making  a  frothy  solution. 

5.  It  is  not  precipitated  from  aqueous  solutions  by  baryta  water. 

Summary. 

Ashes,  2J  per  cent.,  contain  aluminium,  magnesium,  potassium,  so- 
dium and  iron  trace ;  carbonic,  hydrochloric  and  phosphoric  acids. 

Testa,  17  percent.:  3  per  cent,  resin  ;  tannic  acid  (green  color  with 
persalts  of  iron).  Red  coloring  matter  ;  a  minute  crop  of  white  pris- 
matic crystals,  devoid  of  taste. 

Cotyledons  :  5  per  cent,  fixed  oil ;  a  tough  matter,  resembling  the 
glucoside  in  odor,  taste  and  reaction,  but  differing  from  it  by  its  solu- 
bility in  ether  and  chloroform,  and  by  its  not  being  readily  reduced 
to  powder. 

2|  per  cent,  cane  sugar  and  syrup.  Glucoside,  soluble  in  alcohol, 
water  and  alkaline  solutions ;  by  HCl  and  HjO  converted  into  glucose 
and  another  principle  crystallizable  from  hot  alcohol,  having  an  acid 
reaction,  but  devoid  of  the  peculiar  odor  and  taste  of  the  glucoside. 
The  glucoside  is  the  active  principle,  poisonous,  symptoms  resembling 
those  of  strychnia  poisoning. 

A  minute  quantity  of  a  crystallizable  organic  acid  ;  green  coloring 
m'ltter  ;  12  per  cent,  starch. 

Valerianic  acid,  by  decomposing  the  glucoside  resin,  and  glucoside 
by  H,SO,.  

SULPHO-MOLYBDATE  OF  AMMONIA.  AS  A  TEST  FOR  SOME 
ORGANIC  COMPOUNDS. 
By  J.  H.  Buckingham. 
Among  the  latest  tests  for  the  detection  of  morphia,  a  solution  of 
sulpho-molybdate  of  ammonia  will  be  found  the  most  delicate.     The 
beautiful  blue  color  which  it  gives  when  dropped  upon  that  alkaloid, 
is  indeed  a  striking  reaction.     It  will  give,  however,  a  characteristic 
color,  not  only  with  morphia,  but  also  with  m^ny  other  organic  prin- 
ciples. 

One  of  the  peculiarities  which  I  noticed  while  making  my  experi- 
ments, was  that,  when  allowed  to  stand  for  any  length  of  time  in  con- 
tact with  the  compound,  the  solution  always  became  blue.  This  color 
was  light  or  dark,  according  to  whether  or  not  the  solution,  when  first 
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applied,  gave  a  characteristic  color.  This  change  is  due  to  the  oxida- 
tion of  the  solution,  as  all  salts  of  molybdic  acid  or  its  compounds,  when 
heated  in  contact  with  air,  will  finally  turn  blue.  This,  however,  is 
hastened  by  the  contact  of  some  organic  matter  or  any  deoxidising 
agent. 

This  test  may  be  prepared  by  mixing  eight  grains  of  molybdate  of 
ammonia  with  two  drachms  of  sulphuric  acid  (chemically  pure).  The 
milky  solution  is  then  heated  until  it  becomes  clear,  care  being  taken 
not  to  raise  the  heat  too  high,  or  a  change  will  take  place. 

This  solution  should  be  made  fresh  every  time  it  is  wanted  for  use. 
Small  quantities  should  be  used,  as  different  results  may  be  obtained 
by  increasing  the  quantities. 

The  following  are  the  reactions  with  some  of  the  most  important 
alkaloids  and  other  principles. 

1.  Those  which,  at  first,  produce  no  color,  but  afterwards  change 
to  a  light  blue. 


ALKALOIDS,    BTC. 

FIRST  COLOR. 

SBCOND  COLOR. 

FINAL  CHANGE. 

1.  Quinia, 

Colorless, 

Light 

Blue. 

2.  Quinidia, 

i        " 

3.  Cinchonia, 

4.  Asparagin, 

5.  Strjchnia, 

6.  Atropia, 

7.  Caffeia, 

'         " 

2.  Those  which,  at  first,  produce  a  characteristic  color,  and  after- 
wards, with  exception  of  meconin,  change  to  a  dark  blue. 


ALKALOIDS,  BTC. 

FIRST  COLOR. 

SBCOND   COLOR. 

FINAL    CBANOB. 

8.  Santonin, 

Light  Purple, 

Dark  Blue. 

9.  Menispermia, 

"      Yellow, 

a           11 

10.   Solonia, 

Yellow, 

(1              u 

11.  Veratria, 

Yellow  Green, 

Dark  brown. 

li 

12.  Meconin, 

Light         " 

Light     " 

13.  Codeia, 

Green, 

Dark      " 

14.  Narcotina, 

Yellow  Green, 

■> 

li         (1 

15.   Phloridzin, 

Dark  Blue, 

Permanent. 

IC.   Srtlicin, 

I'urple. 

Blu«,  then  Brown  Red, 

Dark  Blue. 

17.  Morphia, 

Dark  iied, 

Purple, 

li         II 

18.  Digitalin. 

Crimson, 

Purple, 

II         11 

19.  Brucia, 

Brick  Red, 

II         11 

20.  Aconitia, 

Light  Yellow  Brown, 

Brown. 

11         11 

21.  Piperina, 

Brown  Red, 

K               II 

22.  Berberina, 

Purple, 

II               11 

23.  Cubebin. 

Crimson, 

II               It 
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This  test  gives  an  easy  and  delicate  method  of  distinguishing  be- 
tween strychnia  and  brucia,  and  also  for  detecting  the  adulteration  of 
quinia  with  either  salicin  or  phloridzin.  The  first  color  produced 
may  be  regarded  as  the  real  reaction,  as  the  final  change  is  due  to 
deoxidation. 


AN  EXAMINATION  OF  SOME   BRANDS  OF  LIQUORICE. 

By    W  m.    N.    M  a  r  t  I  n  d  e  l  l. 
From  an  Inaugural  Essay. 

I  procured  for  my  examitiations  the  following  well-known  brands, 
viz.,  "  Corigliano,"  "  Guzolini,"  and  "P.  &  S.,"  all  Calabria  makes; 
"G.  II."  and  "Noel  &  Co.,"  both  Spanish;  and  "M.  &  R.,"  a  do- 
mestic article,  made  in  this  city  by  Messrs.  Mellor  &  Rittenhouse. 

Exactly  500  grains  of  each  brand  was  weighed,  and  macerated  in 
f  |viii  of  water,  at  the  temperature  of  39°  F.  After  24  hours  the 
specimens  were  all  softened  down  into  a  smooth  paste,  by  occasion- 
ally stirring  and  shaking.  When  perfectly  smooth  they  were  thrown 
upon  tared  filters,  washed  with  cold  water,  dried  and  weighed,  show- 
ing the  following  results  after  being  thus  exhausted  in  cold  water : 


• 

Residue. 

Est.  soluble  in 
cold  water. 

Loss. 

"  Corigliano," 

218  grains 

280  grains 

2  grains 

"Noel  &  Co.," 

253 

176 

71 

"P.  &S.,"      .... 

248 

225 

27 

*' Guzolini,"    .... 

175 

284 

41 

"G.  IL,"        .... 

233 

210 

57 

"M.  &R.,"    .        .        . 

116 

317 

67 

The  variableness  in  the  amount  of  loss  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  dryness  in  the  specimens  examined.  I  am  informed, 
however,  by  those  who  have  had  experience  in  the  matter,  that  where 
liquorice  is  dried  for  powdering  the  loss  is  10  per  cent. 

The  residue  which  was  left  upon  the  filters  as  insoluble  in  cold  wa- 
ter, when  treated  with  boiling  water,  gave  the  usual  color  test  for 
starch  upon  the  addition  of  iodine. 

The  figures  above  given  are  not  intended  to  be  absolutely  correct. 
They  are  very  well  ascertained  for  practical  pharmaceutical  and  com- 
mercial purposes,  however,  and  if  they  are  received  as  such  my  ob- 
ject has  been  accomplished. 
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The  various  brands  of  liquorice  examined  presented  very  marked 
diflferences  when  placed  side  by  side.  The  size  of  the  sticks  varied 
fromi  \\  oz.  to  4  oz.  The  texture,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  in 
the  Calabria  brands  was  not  as  fine  and  smooth  as  that  of  the  Span- 
ish, and  neither  of  these  brands  showed  the  smoothness  and  freedom 
from  grit  found  in  specimens  selected  from  the  article  manufactured 
by  M. \  K. 

The  fracture,  which  is  generally  considered  one  of  the  best  tests 
for  liquorice,  was  brightest  in  the  American  article;  indeed,  the  bril- 
liancy of  fracture  was  very  marked,  and  excelled  that  of  any  other 
examined  by  me.  The  next  degree  of  beauty  of  fracture  I  found  in 
the  Corigliano.  Next  in  order  of  excellence  came  the  other  brands 
of  Calabria,  and  finally,  and  worst  of  all  in  this  feature,  the  Spanish. 

The  flavor  also  varied  in  every  brand,  no  two  being  alike  in  this 
particular.  This  matter  of  flavor  is  one  of  opinion  entirely.  I  merely 
oflfer  my  own  for  what  it  is  worth,  and  it  is  that  "  Guzolini  "  is  equal 
in  this  respect  to  "  Corigliano,"  which  is  usually  considered  the  finest ; 
"P.  &  S."  and  the  two  Spanish  brands  are  about  alike  in  flavor; 
while  the  "M.  &  R."  has  a  stronger  taste  of  liquorice  at  first,  but 
leaves  a  much  pleasanter  "after-taste"  than  any  of  them.  This 
strong  taste  in  "  M.  &  R."  is  due,  I  think,  to  its  greater  degree  of 
solubility,  as  well  as  less  dryness  than  seen  in  the  imported  brands.* 

There  are  many  suggestions  that  occur  to  me  in  this  connection,  to 
which,  when  opportunity  permits,  I  purpose  giving  my  attention.  Of 
one  thing,  in  conclusion,  I  feel  satisfied  :  it  is  that  the  reputation  of 
some  of  the  most  celebrated  brands  is  fictitious  when  compared  with 
some  less  known  and  esteemed,  and  that  the  domestic  article  is  very 
superior  and  should  receive  that  sanction  which  is  due  to  pure  articles 
in  pharmacy. 


DECOCTUM     ZITTMANNI;     SYRUPUS    ALTH^^  ;     TINCTURA 

RUEI  AQUOSA. 

Br  H.  M.  Wilder. 

Decoctum  Zittmanni. 

Several  years  ago  a  physician  entered  our  store  and  asked  how  long 

it  would  take  to  make  Zittraann's  decoction.     "  Twenty-four  hours  at 

least,"  was  the  answer.     (See  Wood  and  Bache,  note  to  decoct,  sar- 

eapar.  comp.)     Upon   inquiry,  if  it  were  not  possible   to  reduce  the 
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time,  my  employer  proposed  the  following  extemporisation,  which  the 
physician  approved  of  and  always  subsequently  prescribed. 

Strong  Decoction. 
Fl.  extr.  sarsaparill.  simpl.,  .  .     fsvj. 

"         sennne,  .  .  .     f.^ij. 

Extr.  glycyrrhizje  depur.,  .  .     siss. 

Alumin.  pulv.,     ....     3ii,  gr.  xlviii. 
Ol.  anisi,  ....     gtt.  iii. 

"   foenicul.,         ....     gtt.  v. 
Aquae,  q.  s.,  ad  vol.  .  .  .     Oix,  or 

to  six  wine  bottles  ;  add  to  each  bottle  Massae  pil.  hydrargyr.  gr.  x, 
well  rubbed  up. 

Mild  Decoction. 
Fl.  extr.  sarsaparill.  simpl.,  .  .     f^iii. 

"         sennse,  .  .  .     f^iii. 

Extr.  glycyrrhiz.  depur.,  .  .     3S8. 

Tinct.  cardamomi,  .  .  .     f^i. 

01.  liraonis, 

01.  cinnamom,  .  .  aa  gtt.  i. 

Aquae  q.  s.,  ad  vol.  .  .  .     Oix, 

■or  to  fill  six  wine  bottles. 

Syrupus  Althcece. 
The  Prussian  Pharmacopoeia  orders 

Althseee  rad.  cone.         .  .     part  i. 

Macerate  a  few  hours  in 

Aquse,  .  .  .     pt.  xviij. 

Strain  without  expression,  and  make  to  syrup  with 

Sacchar.  alb.,    .  .  .     pt.  xxiv. 

As  above  prepared  it  is  kept  with  difficulty  in  the  winter,  and  in 
summer  time  it  gets  sour  within  a  few  days  unless  kept  on  ice. 

I  have,  for  a  couple  of  years,  obviated  this  difficulty  by  substitut- 
ing part  of  the  sugar  by  glycerin,  as  follows : 

Althgeae  rad.  cone,  (freed  from  dust),     ^i. 
Macerate  for  two  hours  in 

Cold  water,  .  .  .     fjxviii,  or 

80  much  as  will  produce  on  straining  (without  expression)  a  liquid 
measuring  f^xv.     Add 

Glycerin,     ....     fjviss. 
White  Sugar,  .  .  .  .     Jxivss. 
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Boil  once  and  strain.  To  render  spoiling  (even  in  the  hottest  sum- 
mer) next  to  impossible,  fill  in  two  or  four  oz.  vials  (according  to  busi- 
ness) up  to  the  stoppers,  and  lay  them  in  the  cellar  on  their  sides. 
If  that  is  too  much  trouble,  the  addition  of  gr.  vj  of  bisulphite  of 
lime  to  the  above  quantity  will  retard  spoiling  for  a  very  long  time. 

Tinctura  Rhei  Aquoaa. 
According  to  the  Prussian  Pharmacopoeia,  take 
Rhei  cone. 
Potass,  carbon., 
Macerate  in 

Aquic  cinnam.  spirit., 
Aqutc, 
for  24  hours,  strain,  let  deposit,  and  filter. 

This  forms  a  beautiful  dark  reddish -brown  tincture,  which,  how- 
ever, spoils  quite  as  quickly  as  syrupus  althaere,  getting  sometimes^ 
gelatinous,  and  always  turbid. 

I  have  been  using  to  advantage  Mr.  Bille's  aqueous  fluid  extract 
of  rhubarb  (see  Am.  Jour.  Pharm.,  vol.  xliv,  p.  483)  in  making  thi& 
tincture,  as  follows  : 

Fl.  extr.  rhei  aquos.,  .  .     fji. 


pt. 

xn. 

pt. 

ni. 

pt. 

xvi. 

pt. 

XCVl 

Potass,  carbon., 
Aquae, 
Add  Alcohol, 

01.  Cinnam. 
Said  aqueous  fld.  extr.  of  rhubarb  would  form 


3ii. 
fsviss. 
fsss. 
gtt.  ii. 
a  very  useful  addi- 


tion to  the  list  of  preparations  in  the  next  Pharmacopoeia. 


EMULSIONS  OF  COD-LIVER  OIL. 

Bv  William  G.  Mofkit. 

Extracted  from  an  Inaugural  Essay. 

The  cod-liver  oil  now  found  in  our  market  is  jnore  pleasant  to  the 

taste   than  what  was  formerly  met  with,  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to 

the  competition  in  its  manufacture. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  fineness  of  the  oil,  and  the  almost  total 
absence  of  the  disagreeable  fishy  odor  (so  strong  in  common  cod-liver 
oils),  it  requires  a  strong  effort  on  the  part  of  many  persons  to  become 
used  to  taking  it.  This  is  especially  the  case  with  ladies  and  child- 
ren, or  in  fact  any  who  have  weak  stomachs.     Its  taste  and  odor  has^ 
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therefore   to   be    disguised   in  order  to  make  it  palatable,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  preserve  its  virtue  unimpaired. 

For  this  purj)ose  acacia,  tragacanth,  and  various  other  gums  have 
been  used  for  emulsifying  the  oil,  and  some  pleasant  essential  oil  to 
cover  the  odor.  The  main  objection  found  by  physicians  to  this  mode, 
is  the  large  quantity  usually  employed  for  this  purpose.  In  making 
the  mucilago  acaciae  our  Pharmacopoeia  directs  to  use  the  acacia  in 
coarse  powder.  When  made  with  the  powdered  drug,  it  is  generally 
of  a  dirty  white  color,  owing  to  the  impurities  in  the  powder.  In 
prescriptions  where  the  quantity  of  the  oil  to  be  emulsified  is  large  in 
proportion  to  the  quantity  of  the  mucilage,  it  is  best  to  use  the  pow- 
der, incorporating  but  a  little  water,  sufficient  only  to  mix  the  gum 
thoroughly.  The  oil  is  then  to  be  added,  in  very  small  quantities  at 
a  time.  Sometimes  before  the  oil  is  all  added  it  becomes  very  thick, 
and  then  it  is  necessary  to  add  a  small  quantity  of  water. 

Emulsions  of  cod-liver  oil  are  now  being  largely  manufactured  by 
some  of  our  leading  pharmacists,  (jrenerally  these  represent  50  per 
cent,  of  cod-liver  oil,  but  in  some  cases  fall  far  short  of  the  amount 
thus  represented. 

In  some  specimens  tried  by  the  author,  less  than  25  per  cent,  was 
found.  Besides  not  containing  the  amount  of  oil  advanced,  it  is  very 
often  made  of  the  commoner  kinds  of  oil,  the  strong  offensive  odor  of 
which  is  generally  masked  by  some  of  the  essential  oils. 

From  some  experiments  tried  I  would  select  the  following  formula 
for  an  emulsion  of  cod-liver  oil.  This  is  generally  found  to  give 
satisfaction,  and  to  remain  unaltered  for  some  time : 

Cod-liver  Oil  Mixture. 

B.     Pulv.  Acaciae,  ....     ^ii, 
Sacch.  Alb.,  .         .  .  .  5i, 

Aquae,  .  •  .  •     3iv, 

Spts.  Vini  Gall.,     .  .  .  ^iv, 

Syr.  Rubi  Idaei,  .  .  .     .si, 

01.  Gaultheriae,      .  .  .  gtt.  xviii, 

01.  Morrhuae,  ....     .sviii. 

M.  ft.  emuls. 

This  contains  about  50  per  cent.  (42  per  ct.,  by  measure,  Edit.  A. 
Jour.  Ph.)  of  oil,  and  is  a  very  pleasant  preparation. 

In  the  above  recipe  there  will  be  found  by  some  an  objection  in  the 
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use  of  the  brandy,  on  account  of  the  alcoliol  which  it  contains  being 
capable  of  precipitating  the  fium  from  solution.  This  can  be  obvi- 
ated in  a  great  measure  by  adding  it  last.  It  has,  iiowever,  the  pro- 
perty of  preserving  it  for  a  length  of  time. 

An  emulsion  is  by  far  the  best  method  of  incorporating  cod-liver  oil 
with  other  medicines.  Iron  is  often  introduced.  This  is  easily  done  by 
adding  a  soluble  salt  to  the  mixture.  In  the  following  formula  a  con- 
centrated solution  of  pyrophosphate  of  iron  is  used,  which  keeps 
well,  and  is  a  very  useful  addition  to  our  list  of  cod-liver  oil  mixtures. 
It  is,  I  think,  one  of  the  easiest  and  most  convenient  ways  of  admin- 
istering iron  in  combination  with  cod-liver  oil,  and  is  much  liked  by 
those  who  in  their  practice  have  had  occasion  to  use  it : 

Cod-liver  Oil  in  Gomhination  with  Iron. 

I^.     Pulv.  Acacias,  .  .  .  .  5i, 

Pulv.  Sacch.  Alb.,  .  .  .  Jss, 

Aquae,  .  .  .  .  .  5iv, 

Alcohol,  .  .  .  .  5i, 

01.  Morrhuae,  ....  ^v, 

Sol.  Ferri  Pyrophosph.,  .  .  gtt.  cc, 

01.  Amygdal.  Amar.,  .  . .  .  gtt.  v. 

M.  ft.  emuls. 

A  new  preparation  of  cod-liver  oil  has  recently  come  under  the 
attention  of  physicians  and  pharmacists,  namely,  that  of  lacto-phos- 
phate  of  lime  and  cod-liver  oil.  The  most  advantageous  manner  of 
preparing  this  is  a  matter  of  dispute.  I  have  found  the  following  to 
answer  all  the  purposes  indicated : 

Lacto-phosphate  of  Lime  and  Cod-liver  Oil. 

I^.     Pulv.  Acaci?e,  ....  .5!, 

Pulv.  Sacch.  Alb.,  .  .  .  .^ss. 

Liquor.  Calcis,  ....  .^iii. 

Alcohol,  .  .  .  ^.  3i, 

01.  Morrhuae,  .  .  .  •  3i> 

Sol.  Calcii  Lacto-phosph.,  .  .  q.  s. 

01.  Gaultheriie,       ....  gtt.  v.       M. 

In  the  above,  lime-water  is  substituted  for  water,  to  neutralize  any 
excess  of  lactic  acid  in  the  solution  of  lacto-phosphate  of  lime.  This 
often  gelatiniaes,  on  account  of  the  sucrose  being  converted  by  the 
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action  of  lactic  acid  into  glucose,  and  thus  rendering  it  so  thick  and 
ropy  as  to  be  unfit  for  use. 

The  solution  of  lacto-phosphate  of  lime  is  made  by  dissolving  phos- 
phate of  lime  iu  lactic  acid.  The  solution  should  be  assayed,  and 
water  added  to  make  the  required  amount,  which  is  two  grains  to  the 
teaspoonful  of  mixture.  The  solution  should  be  filtered  in  order  that 
the  emulsion  should  be  perfectly  white. 

The  phosphate  of  lime  and  cod-liver  oil  is  also  a  new  preparation, 
and  is  sometimes  used  in  preference  to  the  above.  It  is  made  by  add- 
ing freshly  prepared  phosphate  of  lime  to  the  emulsion  and  stirring 
constantly  until  it  is  thoroughly  and  uniformly  mixed.  On  standing, 
it,  however,  lets  fall  the  phosphate  of  lime,  and  requires  to  be  well 
shaken  before  it  can  be  used. 

In  all  the  above  preparations  much  labor  can  be  avoided  by  the  use 
of  a  patent  churn,  which  may  be  had  to  hold  thirty  or  forty  gallons 
of  the  mixture.  In  the  process  of  making  an  emulsion  of  this  kind 
on  a  large  scale,  care  should  be  taken  that  the  mucilage  is  perfectly 
uniform  and  free  from  lumps  before  the  oil  is  added. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  NOTES. 

Boston  Highlands,  January,  1873. 

Editor  of  the  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy  : 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  January  number  of  the  "  American  Journal  of 
Pharmacy,"  I  see  a  method  given  for  making  Ung.  Zinci  Oxidi  with  a 
paint-mill,  which,  to  a  person  making  only  a  small  quantity  at  a  time, 
would  be  both  cumbersome  and  expensive.  I  have  found  that  by  rub- 
bing the  zinc  oxide  with  a  small  quantity  of  glycerin  on  the  slab  to 
a  fine,  smooth  paste,  and  then  mixing  with  the  benzoinated  lard,  gives 
me  a  perfectly  smooth  ointment,  free  from  that  rough  or  gritty  feel- 
ing when  rubbed  on  the  skin,  as  when  made  in  the  ordinary  manner. 
I  have  also  found  glycerin  the  best  excipient  for  making  pills  of  ox- 
ide of  zinc,  care  being  taken  not  to  make  them  too  soft. 

For  suppositories  I  have  always  used  the  common  metallic  moulds, 
set  in  a  tray.  I  fill  the  tray  with  ice  and  water,  then  immerse  the 
moulds.  After  standing  a  few  moments,  take  each  mould  separately 
and  breathe  in  it,  so  as  to  form  a  coating  of  moisture  on  the  inside ; 
then  put  in  a  small  quantity  of  lycopodium,  and  shake;  then  empty. 
This  leaves  a  coating  of  lycopodium.    Return  the  moulds  to  the  tray  ; 
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prepare  your  material,  and  when  it  is  about  as  cool  as  can  be  and 
pours  readily,  then  fill  your  moulds,  and  in  a  very  few  moments  you 
can  knock  them  out  without  smashing  your  fingers. 

I  never  have  any  trouble  in  getting  them  out,  not  even  when  made 
of  carbolic  acid;  neither  do  I  ever  add  any  wax  or  spermaceti  to 
harden  them. 

E.  A.  Alden. 

OLEATE  OF  MERCURY  AND  MORPHIA. 

By  Louia  Dohme. 
Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy. 

Having  occasion  to  prepare  some  oleate  of  mercury,  I  met  with  the 
same  difficulty  complained  of  by  several  colleagues — that  of  being  un- 
able to  procure  a  pure  oleic  acid,  which  it  is  asserted  dissolves  both 
the  red  and  yellow  varieties  of  oxide  of  mercury  without  difficulty, 
and  without  causing  the  reduction  of  the  oxide  and  consequent  pre- 
cipitation of  the  metallic  mercury.  Specimens  of  commercial  oleic 
acid  obtained  from  different  sources  were  all  of  a  more  or  less  brown- 
ish red  color,  owing  to  oxidation  of  the  oleic  acid,  and  contaminated 
with  stearic  and  probably  palmitic  acids.  The  latter  acids  were  sepa- 
rated to  a  considerable  extent  by  exposing  the  acid  to  a  temperature 
of  40°  F.,  and  expressing  the  liquid  portion  as  directed  by  Mr.  Charles 
Rice,  in  the  January  number  of  the  Amer.  Journ.  Pharmacy.  In 
attempting  to  prepare  the  oleate  of  mercury,  I  also  followed  the  di- 
rections given  in  the  above  article,  but  I  found  considerable  difficulty 
in  effecting  the  solution,  the  oxide  dissolving  very  slowly,  and  sepa- 
ration of  metallic  mercury  occurring  even  when  the  temperature  was 
carefully  kept  below  175°  F.  This  induced  mc  to  make  some  expe- 
riments on  the  subject,  which  finally  lead  to  the  preparation  of  the 
oleate  of  mercury  by  double  decompositif>n  between  oleate  of  potas- 
sium and  nitrate  of  mercMry. 

Preparing  one  pound  (7000  grains)  of  oleate^of  mercury,  contain- 
ing five  per  cent,  of  the  red  oxide  (this  being  the  strength  specified  in 
our  order),  the  following  process  and  quantities  were  found  to  yield 
the  most  satisfactory  results. 


Red  oxide  of  mercury, 
Nitric  acid,  42° 
Caustic  potassa, 
Oleic  acid, 
Diluted  alcohol. 


350  grains. 
335     " 
220     " 
1112     " 

4  fluid  ounces. 
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The  red  oxide  of  mercury  was  triturated  with  the  nitric  acid  until 
dissolved,  and  the  resulting  solution  of  nitrate  of  mercury  diluted  with 
half  a  fluid  ounce  of  water. 

The  caustic  potassa  was  dissolved  in  the  diluted  alcohol,  contained 
in  a  dish  capable  of  holding  a  quart,  and  to  this  solution  the  oleic  acid 
was  added,  which  at  once  combined  with  the  potassa,  forming  a  clear 
solution  of  oleate  of  potassium. 

The  solution  of  nitrate  of  mercury  was  now  poured  gradually  into 
the  solution  of  oleate  of  potassium,  the  mixture  being  stirred  briskly 
with  a  glass  rod,  and  the  precipitation  of  the  oleate  of  mercury  of  the 
consistence  and  color  of  firm  white  butter  was  the  result.  On  apply- 
ing the  iodide  of  potassium  test  to  the  mother  liquor,  this  was  found 
to  be  entirely  free  of  nitrate  of  mercury,  showing  that  all  the  mercury 
had  been  precipitated  as  oleate  of  mercury.  The  oleate  was  now 
thoroughly  washed  with  cold  water  to  remove  the  nitrate  of  potassium, 
and  finally  pressed  with  a  pestel  to  remove  the  water  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. The  oleate  was  next  placed  in  a  tared  dish,  and  sufficient 
•oleic  acid  was  added  to  make  the  whole  weigh  7000  grains.  The  dish 
was  then  placed  on  a  water-bath,  and  the  mixture  heated  to  140°  F., 
when  a  clear  solution  of  the  oleate  of  mercury  was  obtained  of  a  light 
yellowish  brown  color,  and  containing  five  per  cent,  of  the  red  oxide 
of  mercury. 

When  an  oleate  of  mercury  containing  ten  per  cent,  of  oxide  is  de- 
sired, all  that  is  requisite  is  to  double  the  above  quantities  of  ingre- 
dients, using  700  grs.  of  red  oxide  of  mercury,  &c.,  &c.,  and  after 
precipitating  and  washing  the  oleate,  adding  sufficient  oleic  acid  to 
make  the  whole  weigh  one  pound. 

The  solutions  of  oleate  of  mercury  prepared  from  the  commercial 
acid,  whether  by  the  above  process  or  by  dissolving  the  precipitated 
oxide  in  oleic  acid  by  heat,  are  prone  to  pass  from  the  liquid  to  a  gel- 
atinous and  finally  semi-solid  state,  caused  probably  by  further  oxida- 
tion of  the  combined  acid  and  also  by  its  partial  union  with  the  mono- 
acid  salt  first  formed,  and  in  experimenting  to  prevent  the  solidifica- 
tion, it  was  found  that,  when  adding  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  alco- 
hol and  oleic  acid,  instead  of  oleic  acid  alone,  to  the  precipitated  oleate 
of  mercury,  in  making  up  the  final  weight  of  the  preparation,  a  more 
liquid  product  was  obtained,  which  to  the  present  time  (seven  days), 
has  not  gelatinized. 

By  substituting  olive  oil  in  the  same  manner  for  the  oleic  acid,  to 
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mix  with  the  precipitated  olcatc,  a  preparation  was  obtained  which. 
retains  its  light  straw  color  and  liquid  consistence  thus  far  without 
the  slightest  observable  change.  The  precipitated  oleate  of  mercury, 
although  not  completely  dissolved  by  the  oil,  remains  mechanically 
mixed  with  it. 

To  prepare  the  oleate  of  mercury  and  morphia,  it  is  only  necessary 
in  preparing  a  pound,  for  instance,  containing  two  per  cent,  of  mor- 
phia, to  dissolve  170  grains  of  basic  morphia  in  six  fluid  ounces  of 
oleic  acid,  or  a  mixture  of  oleic  acid  and  alcohol  at  a  temperature  of 
140*^  F.,  and  after  cooling,  to  add  this  solution  of  oleate  of  morphia 
to  the  precipitated  oleate  of  mercury  in  making  up  the  weight  of  one- 
pound,  as  in  the  above  process. 

When  the  oleate  of  mercury  is  prepared  from  the  commercial  acid, 
as  in  the  above  process,  it  is  necessarily  contaminated  with  combina- 
tions of  the  mercury  with  other  fatty  acids,  even  when  the  acid  had 
been  expressed  after  exposure  to  a  low  temperature.  But  this  will 
hardly  aflfect  the  therapeutical  value  of  the  preparation,  as  the  combi- 
nation of  the  fatty  acid  evidently  only  offers  the  mercurial  in  a  favor- 
able form  to  be  absorbed  when  externally  applied,  without  otherwise 
adding  to  its  eflScacy. 

Regarding  the  quantities  of  material  in  the  formula,  I  would  add. 
in  conclusion,  that  the  calculated  quantities  of  potassa  and  oleic  acid 
BuflBcient  to  precipitate  the  nitrate  of  mercury,  was  found  to  be  182 
grains  of  potassa  and  917|  grains  of  oleic  acid,  but  the  increase  in  the 
above  formula  was  adopted  to  insure  complete  precipitation  of  the 
mercury,  the  excess  of  soap  being  easily  washed  out  afterwards.  The 
quantity  of  nitric  acid  is  also  in  excess  of  the  calculated  quantity,  be- 
ing the  quantity  found  requisite  in  practice. 

Baltimore,  March  Uth,  1873. 


SELECTED   FORMULAS    FROM    PHARMACOfCEA  GERMANICA. 

Bv  THE  Editor. 
(Continued  from  page  109  of  last  number.) 
Fel  Tauri  depuratum  siccum.  Equal  parts  of  fresh  ox  gall  and  90 
per  cent,  alcohol  are  mixed,  the  precipitate  separated,  and  the  alcohol 
recovered  by  distillation.  I'hc  residuary  liquid  is  treated  with  puri- 
fied animal  charcoal  until  it  becomes  yellowish,  when  it  is  filtered, 
evaporated  and  powdered.  100  parts  of  fresh  yield  about  7  parts  of 
purified  ox  gall. 
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Ferrum  carhonicam  saccharatum.  5  parts  of  sulphate  of  iron  and 
4  p.  bicarbonate  of  sodium  are  separately  dissolved  in  hot  water,  the 
solutions  mixed  and  the  air  excluded.  The  precipitate  is  washed  by 
decantation,  then  mixed  with  8  parts  of  sugar,  evaporated  to  dryness 
and  powdered.     It  contains  "20  per  cent,  of  carbonate  of  iron. 

Ferrum  chloratum.  Granulated  protochloride  of  iron,  obtained  by 
rapidly  evaporating  a  recently  prepared  solution  until  a  pellicle  is 
formed,  adding  1  part  of  hydrochloric  acid  for  every  5:^0  parts  used 
in  dissolving  the  iron,  and  evaporated,  with  constant  stirring,  to  dry- 
ness. 

Ferrum  iodatum  saeoharatuni.  A  solution  of  iodide  of  iron,  pre- 
pared from  3  p.  powdered  iron,  10  p.  distilled  water,  and  8  p.  of 
iodine,  is  filtered  upon  40  p.  milk  sugar,  evaporated  to  dryness  and 
powdered.      Contains  20  per  cent,  of  ferrous  iodide. 

Ferrum  oxydntum  saecharatum  solubile.  20  parts  of  solution  of 
sesquichloride  of  iron  (sp.  gr.  1-480  to  1"484,  containing  43-5  per  ct. 
anhydrous  ferric  chloride)  a,re  mixed  with  20  p.  simple  syrup  ;  40  p. 
of  soda  solution  (spec.  gr.  1*330  to  1*334,  containing  30  to  31  per  ct. 
NaHO)  are  gradually  added  and  the  mixture  set  aside  for  24  hours. 
The  clear  liquid  is  mixed  with  300  parts  of  hot  distilled  water,  the 
precipitate  washed  first  by  decantation,  afterwards  upon  the  filter,  and 
allowed  to  drain.  After  the  addition  of  90  parts  of  powdered  sugar, 
the  precipitate  is  dried  in  a  water-bath,  and  enough  sugar  added  to 
make  the  whole  weigh  100  parts,  which  contain  ferric  oxide  equal  to 
3  parts  of  metallic  iron. 

It  is  a  reddish  powder,  of  a  sweet  and  slightly  ferruginous  taste, 
completely  soluble  in  5  parts  of  water,  the  solution  having  a  slight 
alkaline  reaction. 

Ferrum  sesquichloratum.  FejCIg+BH^O  in  crystalline  masses, 
•completely  soluble  in  water,  alcohol  and  ether. 

Gelatina  Carrageen.  1  part  of  Irish  moss  is  boiled  for  half  an 
hour  wirh  40  p.  water,  and  expressed.  To  the  strained  liquid  2  parts 
of  sugar  are  added,  and  the  whole  evaporated  to  10  parts. 

Gelatina  Lichenis  Islandici.  Prepared  like  the  foregoing,  from 
3  parts  of  Iceland  moss,  100  p.  of  water,  and  3  p.  of  sugar.  The 
result  is  10  parts. 

Crehttina  Licheuiff  Islandici  sacchorata  sicca.     16  p.  Iceland   moss 
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is  deprived  of  bitterness  by  macerating  it  witli  1  part  of  carbonate  of 
potassium,  and  sufficient  watir.  The  washed  lichen  is  boiled  with 
200  parts  water  for  four  hours,  the  decoction  strained  and  with  6  parts 
of  sugar  evaporated  to  dryness ;  sufficient  sugar  is  then  added,  so  that 
the  weight  of  the  sugar  shall  be  one-half  of  the  weight  of  the  brown- 
greyish  powder. 

Infusion  Sen7i(T  coryipogitttm.  Vienna  drauyht.  2  parts  of  cut 
senna  are  treated  for  five  minutes  with  12  p.  hot  water;  dissolve  in 
the  expressed  infusion  2  p.  Rochelle  salt  and  3  p.  of  small  flake 
manna,  and  strain.     The  whole  weighs  15  parts. 

Lichen  Islandicm  ab  auiaritie  liberatus.  5  parts  Iceland  moss  are 
treated  for  three  hours  with  30  p.  tepid  water  and  1  p.  solution  of  car- 
bonate of  potassium  (containing  OHC-third  exsiccated  carbonate) ;  the 
lichen  is  then  well  washed  with  water  and  dried. 

Linimentum  iaponato-ammoniatum.  Soap  shavings,  1  part,  are 
dissolved  in  30  parts  of  water,  10  of  90  per  cent,  alcohol  and  15  parts 
water  of  ammonia. 

LinimentiDu  saponato-camphoratum  is  the  old-fashioned  opodeldoc. 

Linimentum  saponato-camphoratwn  liquidum  corresponds  to  the 
soap  liniment,  U.  S.  P.,  but  contains  ammonia  and  less  than  half  the 
quantity  of  camphor.  The  proportions  are :  Castile  soap  30  p.,  68 
per  ct.  alcohol  230  p.,  camphor  5  p.,  oil  of  thyme  1  p.,  oil  of  rose- 
mary 2  p.,  water  of  ammonia  8  p. 

Liquor  Ammonii  carhonici.  Carbonate  of  ammonia  1  p.,  distilled 
water  5  parts. 

Liquor  Ammonii  pyro-oleosi,  of  the  same  strength,  is  made  with 
pyro-oleous  carbonate  of  ammonium. 

Liquor  Ferri  acetici.  Dilute  10  p.  solution  of  tersulphate  of  iron 
with  30  p.  of  water,  and  mix  with  8  p.  ammonia  water,  previously 
diluted  with  160  p.  water ;  the  mixture  must  have  an  alkaline  reac- 
tion. The  precipitate  is  carefully  washed  with  distilled  water  and 
expressed  in  a  linen  strainer  until  the  residue  weighs  about  5  parts  ; 
this  is  left  in  contact  with  6  p.  acetic  acid,  sp.  gr.  1-040,  for  several 
days,  in  a  cool  place,'  with  occasional  agitation,  filtered  and  sufficient 
distilled  water  added  to  make  the  solution  weigh  10  parts. 

The  liquid  has  a  deep  brown-red  color,  becomes  turbid  on  heating, 
has  a  specific  gravity  of  1-134  to  1-138  and  contains  8  per  cent,  of 
iron. 
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Liquor  Ferri  chlorati  is  an  aqueous  solution  of  protochloridc  of 
iron,  spec.  grav.  1-226  to  1-230,  containing  10  per  cent,  of  iron. 

Liquor  llydrargyri  nitrici  oxydulati  s.  Liquor  Bellostii.  Proto- 
nitrate  of  mercury,  100  parts,  is  triturated  with  15  p.  nitric  acid,  and 
885  p.  distilled  water  are  gradually  added.  The  solution  is  altered 
on  keeping. 

Liquor  Kali  arsenicosi,  Fowler's  solution,  is  not  colored,  and  con- 
tains one-ninetieth  of  its  weight  arsenious  acid ;  it  is  therefore  about 
one-fifth  stronger  than  the  solution  of  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia,  which 
contains    .|.j  of  arsenious  acid. 

Liquor  Natri  carboUci.  Pure  carbolic  acid  5  parts,  solution  of 
caustic  soda,  spec.  gr.  1-330  to  1-334,  1  part,  distilled  water  4  parts. 

Liquor  seriparus.  Liquid  rennet.  3  parts  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  fresh  calf's  rennet  macerated  for  three  days  in  26  parts  of 
white  wine,  1  part  of  table  salt  being  added. 

Magnesia  eitrica  eff'ervescens.  Carbonate  of  magnesia  25  parts, 
and  citric  acid  75  parts,  are  triturated  with  a  little  water  to  a  thick 
pulp,  which  is  dried  at  a  temperature  not  higher  than  30°  C.  (86°  F.) 
14  parts  of  this  powder,  13  p.  bicarbonate  of  soda,  6  p.  citric  acid 
and  3  parts  of  powdered  sugar  are  thoroughly  mixed ;  the  mixture  is 
moistened  with  sufficient  alcohol  and  rubbed  through  a  tinned  iron 
sieve,  so  that  a  coarsely  granular  powder  is  obtained,  which  is  dried 
at  a  moderately  warm  place. 

Magnesia  laetica,  Lactate  of  magnesia,  is  obtained  by  saturating 
lactic  acid,  spec.  grav.  1-24,  previously  diluted  with  10  parts  of  water, 
with  carbonate  of  magnesia  and  evaporating  the  filtrate  to  crystalli- 
zation. 

i-.  (To  be  continued.) 

# 


GLEANINGS  FROM  THE  EUROPEAN  JOURNALS. 
By  the  Editor. 
Derivatives  of  vanillic  acid. — P.  Carles  obtained  the  iodated  com- 
pounds of  vanillic  acid*  by  treating  the  aqueous  solution  of  the  latter 
with  an  alcoholic  solution  of  iodine  for  24  hours  at  a  temperature  of 
50°  C,  and  purifying  the  crystals  by  repeated  recrystallization  from 
alcohol.  The  two  compounds  C,gII-IOg  and  C,gHgI^Og  are  colorless 
and  have  little  odor. 

*See  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  1872,  p.  231. 
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On  tvoiitiiiff  the  concentrated  aqueous  solution  of  vanillic  acid  with 
bromine,  gradually  added,  a  precipitate  is  fornud.  whicdi  is  dissolved 
in  alcoliol  agitated  with  mercury,  crystallized  and  purified  by  animal 
charcoal  and  boiling  water.  C'„jll-Br(\  t'orms  pearly  crysf;tl<.  of  a. 
yellowish  color,  fusing  at  llJ^  0. 

The  chlorfiiated  compounds  are  uncrystallizablc. 

Oxyvanillic  acid,  CigH^Oj,.  is  obtained  in  white  odorless  jirisms  by 
adding  vanillic  acid  to  fusing  potassa,  supersaturating  with  hydro- 
chloric acid,  and  crystallizing  first  from  ether,  afterwards  from  boiling 
water. 

The  author  concludes  that  vanillic  acid  is  isomeric  with  anisic,  for- 
mobenzoylic  (amygdalic).  methylsalicilic,  cresotic,  oxytoluic  and  a 
large  number  of  other  acids. — Joiirn.  dc  Plmrm.  et  Je  C/iii/i..  187o. 
10t)-108. 

Antifcrmentative  properties  of  silicate  (f  sodinm. — According  to 
Mr.  Picot,  a  small  quantity  of  this  silicate  arrests  the  putrid  fermen- 
tation, retards  other  fermentations,  destroys  the  red  globules  outside 
of  the  organism  and  prevents  the  transformation  of  the  crlvcogcn 
corapound  of  the  liver  into  glucose. — Ibid.,  131. 

MaJacca  beans,  the  fruit  of  Semecarpus  anacardium,  Lin.,  contain 
a  fixed  oil  of  a  black  color,  which  is  readily  exhausted  from  the  bruised 
fruit  by  digesting  it  in  fused  paraffin,  stearin,  &c.,  so  that  bhick  can- 
dles may  be  obtained  witliout  having  their  illuminating  power  in  the 
least  impaired. — Prof.  Boittger,  in  Bucliner^s  N.  Repcrt..  1873,  00. 

For  tlie  (-leaving  and  polishing  of  silver  spoonn  and  oilier  utensils. — 
Eisner  recommends  warm  water  in  which  potatoes  have  been  boiled, 
by  rubbing  them  between  the  fingers  with  the  fine  starchy  sediment  r 
even  engraved  and  plated  articles,  as  well  as  such  of  German  silver, 
are  thus  easily  polished,  and  the  use  of  polishing  powders  rendered 
unnecessary.  Potato  water  which  has  turned  sour  on  standing  may 
be  used  for  polishing  copper,  instead  of  oil  of  vitriol. — /^hann.  Cenfr. 
Halle,  1873,  No.  ">. 

Preparation  of  pure  ojalic  acid  and  o.ialate  of  anvno)iiii/n. — Ilabe- 
dank  dissolves  commercial  oxalic  acid  in  a  little  absolute  alcohol  and 
filters  from  the  insoluble  oxalates  of  calcium  and  potassium ;  the 
crystals  are  freed  from  some  oxalic  ether  by  recrystallization  from 
boiling  distilled  water. 

The  alcoholic  mother-li'j';or  miy  ]>c  used   foi-  di^-solving   fresh    por- 
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tions  of  oxalic  aoiil,  or  it  may  be  diluted,  heated  to  boiling,  neutral- 
ized with  ammonia  and  the  secondary  products,  oxamide  and  oxame- 
than,  decomposed  by  continued  boiling  and  acidulating  with  oxalic 
acid.  On  rendering  the  filtrate  slightly  alkaline  Avith  ammonia,  and 
recrystallizing  the  product  repeatedly,  pure  oxalate  of  ammonium  is 
obtained. — N.  Juhrb.  of  Phann,,  I8T0,  Jan..  from  Zeitscltr.  f.  anal. 
Chem.,  XI. 

Some  constituents  of  Veratrum  album. — The  bitter  taste  of  the  in- 
fusion of  this  rhizome,  after  it  has  been  entirely  deprived  of  the 
alkaloids,  is  due  to  a  principle  which  was  obtained  by  Hermann 
AVcppen,  in  the  form  of  a  light  yellow  amorphous  mass,  which  ap- 
pears to  be  a  glucoside,  and  is  soluble  in  alcohol,  more  readily  in 
water,  insoluble  in  ether,  chloroform,  benzole  and  petroleum  benzin. 
Exposed  to  the  air  it  is  deliquescent  and  soon  becomes  discolored  and 
dark  brown  ;  its  solution  is  precipitated  by  subacetate  of  lead. 

A  new  acid,  jervic  acid,  C,4H,„0,2-h2H20,  was  obtained  by  the 
author  as  a  light,  white,  crystalline  powder,  which  is  not  fusible,  not 
sublimable,  slightly  soluble  in  cold  water  and  strong  alcohol,  very 
sparingly  in  absolute  ether,  insoluble  in  benzole,  bisulphide  of  carbon, 
chloroform,  petroleum  benzin,  amylic  alcohol  and  dilute  acids.  A 
solution  of  the  acid  is  turned  yellow  by  alkalies,  the  color  deepening 
on  heating  ;  alkaline  earths  in  excess  produce  white  precipitates, 
turning  lemon-yellow  on  boiling.  No  precipitates  are  produced  with 
the  chlorides  of  barium  and  calcium,  the  sulphates  of  iron,  zinc  and 
copper,  mercuric  chloride  and  nitrate.  Precipitates,  which  are  solu- 
ble in  nitric  acid,  are  obtained  with  the  acetates  of  lead,  mercurous 
nitrate  and  nitrate  of  silver;  the  latter  is  not  affected  by  boiling  or 
exposure  to  light.  The  acid  difl'ers,  therefore,  from  oxalic,  succinic, 
malic,  tartaric,  citric,  gallic  and  Merck's  veratric  acids.  Jervic  acid 
was  probably  mistaken  by  Pelletier  and  Caventou  for  gallic  acid ;  the 
two  acids  bear  some  analogy  in  composition,  but  the  former  is  tetra- 
basic  while  the  latter  is  monobasic. — Ibid.,  Feb.,  p.  98-102. 

Poisoning  by  citrate  of  iron  and  quinia. — An  interesting  case,  with 
an  experiment  upon  himself,  is  related  by  Dr.  Levie,  of  Rotterdam. 
The  symptoms  were  pronounced  by  Dr.  Van  Ilasselt,  the  well  known 
toxicologist,  to  be  those  of  atropia.  Similar  cases  have  repeatedly 
occurred  in  Rotterdam  with  the  same  preparation,  but  the  source  of 
the  atropia  in  it  has  never  been  ascertained. — Ibid.,  from  Nederh  . 
Tijdschr.  voor  Geneesk.^  1872.' 
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REACTIONS  OF  APOMORPHIA* 
By  Max  Qlkiii,  and  H.  Koehlkr. 

Besides  the  reactions  noticed  before  bj  Mattiiiessen  and  Wright, 
the  authors  observed  the  following,  produced  in  solutions  of  apomor- 
phia: 

1.  Sulphocyanide  of  potassium  gives  a  white  curdy  voluminous 
precipitate,  which  dissolves  on  heating. 

2.  Ferrocjanide  of  potassium  changes  the  solution  to  reddish-yel- 
low, finely  flocculent,  opalescent ;  on  boiling,  the  precipitate  becomes 
more  apparent,  cake-like,  and  assumes  a  leek-grcen  color. 

3.  Ferricyanide  of  potassium  yields  a  white  curdy  precipitate,  inso 
luble  on  boiling,  but  turning  riolet-blackish. 

4.  Tannin  produces  a  yellow-greenish  precipitate,  insoluble  on  boil- 
ing, but  separating  afterwards  slowly  in  larger  floccules. 

5.  Chloride  of  gold  gives  a  purple  precipitate,  resembling  the  one 
produced  with  tin  salt ;  it  is  soluble  in  much  water  and  acquires,  on 
boiling,  a  darker  brown-red  shade. 

6.  Nitropicric  acid  precipitates  solutions,  even  when  largely  diluted, 
lemon-yellow  ;  the  voluminous  precipitate  dissolves  on  boiling. 

7.  Sulphate  of  copper  renders  the  liquid  turbid  and  blueish-white, 
changing  to  sap-green  on  boiling. 

8.  With  iodine  in  iodide  of  potassium  a  blood-red  precipitate  occurs, 
disappearing  on  boiling. 

9.  Stannous  chloride  yields  a  white  precipitate,  soluble  on  heating. 

10.  Chloride  of  zinc  produces  a  light  precipitate,  readily  disap- 
pearing on  boiling. 

11.  Basic  acetate  of  lead  renders  the  solution  gradually  turbid  and 
greenish. 

12.  Arsenious  acid  produces  a  greeni-h  turbidity,  but  no  precipi- 
tate. 

13.  Acetate  of  baryta  yields  at  first  a  slight  whitish  turbidity ; 
after  awhile  a  greenish  sediment. 


THERAPEUTICAL  VALUE  OF  APOMORPHIA.f 
As  the  histories  show,  the  subcutaneous  introduction  of  apomorphia, 
both  in  the  dog  and  cat,  has  always  given  a  positive  result,  and  in 

♦  M.  Quehl,  Studien  liber   Apomorphin.     Translated  from   Neues  Jahrbuch 
fur  Pharmacie,  1873,  Jan. 
t  Glasgow  Medical  Journal. 
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every  one  of  the  therapeutic  experiments  the  emetic  action  has  been 
observed  with  great  certainty. 

S  First  of  all,  as  regards  the  dose  administered  in  man,  it  varied  be- 
tween -003  and  -Oil  grms.  In  four  cases  it  was  3  mgrms.;  in  three, 
it  was  4  mgrms.;  in  three,  it  was  o  mgrms.;  in  one,  it  was  7  mgrms.; 
and  in  one,  11  mgrms.  But  it  must  be  observed  that  in  all  these  cases 
the  effect  was  the  same  ;  that  in  none  of  them,  beyond  the  emetic  ef- 
fect, and  the  variations  of  pulse  and  temperature  accompanying  the 
act  of  vomiting,  did  further  concomitant  effects  of  consequence  appear 
even  with  the  largest  doses.  As  we  have  convinced  ourselves,  through 
frequent  repetition  of  the  experiment  with  different  large  doses  in  the 
same  individual,  the  administration  of  twice  or  thrice  the  quantity  of 
the  dose  from  which  an  effect  has  been  already  proved  to  follow  pro- 
duces no  more  result  than  that  from  the  smallest  efficient  dose.  It 
must  certainly,  therefore,  be  reckoned  not  the  Jeast  important  proper- 
ty of  apomorphin  that  its  administration  has  great  scope,  and  that 
even  large  doses  may  be  used  with  safety,  a  property  which  certainly 
does  not  belong,  in  the  same  degree,  to  our  most  approved  emetics, 
such  as  antimony,  ipecacuanha,  and  copper. 

As  a  second,  though,  perhaps,  less  important  element,  we  must  men- 
tion the  smallness  of  the  active  dose  of  our  drug,  which,  for  subcuta- 
neous employment,  is  of  moment. 

As  a  third  and  most  important  peculiarity  of  our  drug  must  be  men- 
tioned the  possibility  of  its  employment  subcutaneously.  We  may 
specially  remark  that  we  never  observed,  either  in  man  or  animals, 
any  local  irritation  at  the  point  of  injection  ;  neither  has  the  act  of 
injection  been  accompanied  by  special- pain,  apart  from  the  mere  man- 
ipulation of  the  needle.  We  may  add  that  we  have  experimented  with 
different  strengths  of  our  preparation,  but  neither  with  one  per  cent., 
nor  with  five  or  ten  per  cent,  solutions,  has  irritation  been  produced. 
The  part  of  the  body  selected  is  of  no  importance  as  regards  the  ulti- 
mate result.  ■  It  must  appear  superfluous  to  contrast,  with  any  fur- 
ther detail,  the  advantages  which  the  employment  of  an  emetic,  by 
introducing  it  subcutaneously,  possesses;  and  it  may  suffice  to  men- 
tion that  all  previous  attempts  at  this  mode  of  using  an  emetic  have 
failed.  We  refer  specially  to  the  experiments  of  Eulenburg,  Huse- 
mann,  Ellinger,  and  Schuchardt.  The  advantage  of  the  administra- 
tion of  emetics  thus  must  be  very  apparent  in  the  treatment  of  chil- 
dren, and  not  unfrequently  even  in  adults,  in  cases  of  poisoning,  and 
where  there  is  coma  or  loss  of  consciousness,  and  in  many  other  cases. 
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A  f'jurth,  and  ccrtainlj  not  unimportant,  property  of  our  drug  is> 
to  produce  its  specific  action  comparatively  soon  after  introduction, 
and  after  very  sliort  preliminary  symptoms,  and  sometimes  even  with- 
out any.  For  the  better  illustration  of  this  point  we  may  be  permit- 
ted to  quote  here  the  results  which  Ackermann  obtained  in  his  inves- 
tigations into  the  physiological  effects  of  the  most  powerful  emetics 
with  reference  to  the  commencement  of  emesis.  Ackermnnn  says, 
-with  reference  to  the  three  most  powerful  emetics,  antimony,  ipecac- 
uanha, and  sulphate  of  copper,  "by  the  repeated  administration  ifrom 
5  to  8  in  the  evening)  every  15  minutes  till  the  occurrence  of  vomit- 
ing, of  half  grain  of  tartar  emetic,  cmesis  began  after  about  If  hours. 
By  similar  repeated  doses  of  10  grains  of  ipecacuanha,  emesis  set  in 
after  about  ^  hour,  and  after  5  grains  sulphate  of  copper,  given  every 
15  minutes,  in  about  one  hour."  Let  us  compare  with  these  results 
the  time  of  the  first  occurrence  of  emesis  after  the  administration  of 
apomorphia  ;  and  it  appears  from  our  experiments  on  man  that  the 
shortest  interval  between  its  introduction  and  its  action  was  4  minutes, 
the  longest  1(J  minutes.  The  difierence  in  this  respect,  in  comparison 
■with  the  other  emetics,  requires  no  comment.  We  may  here  record 
an  observation  which  we  made  both  on  the  English  preparation  and 
on  Merck's,  viz:  that  while  apomorphia,  preserved  in  the  form  of 
powder,  seems  not  to  lose  its  activity  in  the  least,  as  is  evident  from 
the  circumstance  that  after  more  than  a  year  our  English  preparation 
showed  striking  results,  still,  once  dissolved,  it  seems  very  soon  to  de- 
compose and  lose  its  strength.  We  were  able  to  demonstrate  in  the 
solution  a  daily  diminution  of  activity,  though  it  still,  in  comparison 
with  other  emetics,  continued  prompt.  Further  observations  will  test 
the  accuracy  of  our  remark. 

We  must  lastly  point  out  a  fifth  agreeable  property  of  this  sub- 
stance, that,  as  may  be  partly  explained  by  the  rapidity  with  which  it 
acts,  comparatively  very  trivial  and  transient  collateral  effects  occur, 
especially  never  unpleasant  after  effects  such^  as  accompany  tartar 
emetic.  In  many  cases  vomiting  took  place  quite  rapidly  without  any 
previous  symptoms,  and  after  one  or  more  acts  of  emesis  the  patient 
felt  perfectly  well.  At  most,  a  few  general  symptoms  for  a  short 
time  preceded  and  succeeded  the  act  of  vomiting,  and  the  duration  of 
these  symptoms  was  always  much  shorter  than  attends  any  hitherto 
known  emetics.  Generally,  several  minutes  passed  after  the  intro- 
duction of  the   apomorphia,  during  which   there  was  no  objective  or 
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subjective  change.  Soon  there  set  in  hea(hiche,  giddiness,  especially 
a  frequently  expressed  inclination  to  yawn,  and  a  variable  degree  of 
faintncss.  In  not  a  few  cases,  vomiting  Avas  preceded  by  the  outbreak 
of  perspiration,  more  or  less  copious,  sometimes  over  the  whole  body, 
at  other  times  confined  to  the  face.  Along  with  this  there  was  fre- 
quently drowsiness  and  a  certain  amount  of  apathy.  As  soon  as  em- 
esis  was  over,  the  symptoms  above-mentioned  always  began  to  disap- 
pear. The  actual  vomiting  was  preceded,  though  not  in  all  cases,  and 
only  for  a  short  time,  with  eructations  and  retching.  In  a  few  cases 
vomiting  came  on  so  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  that,  without  any 
previous  warning,  at  one  bout,  all  the  contents  of  the  stomach  were 
expelled.  In  these  cases,  generally,  the  symptom!^  also  following  the 
act  were  so  slight  that  the  patient  had  scarcely  any  discomfort  imme- 
diately after.  But  always  (and  this  is  of  much  importance  in  contrast 
with  other  emetics),  in  all  cases  the  patient  was  perfectly  well  again 
very  shortly  after  vomiting,  and  only  in  the  latter  observations,  iu 
which  a  less  active  preparation  was  used,  were  the  after  effects  some- 
what prolonged,  though,  even  then,  in  comparison  with  other  emetics, 
they  were  both  much  shorter  and  much  less  severe. — Canadian  PJiarm. 
Joum.,  March,  1873. 


STRIATED   IPECACUANHA8.* 

By  M.  Planchox. 

(Concladed  from  page  116.) 

The  synonymy  of  the  two  kinds  of  striated  ipecacuanha  described 
in  the  former  part  of  this  paper  is  diflScult  to  clear  up,  in  consequence 
•f  the  manner  in  which  authors  have  confused  the  two  species.  But 
a  consideration  of  the  characters  previously  indicated  has  enabled  me 
to  do  so  pretty  clearly. 

The  first  author  whom  I  have  found  clearly  referring  to  a  striated 
ipecacuanha  is  Lemery,  who  describes  the  third  of  his  four  species  of 
ipecacuanha  as  "  espece  grise  cendrce  glycyrrhizee."t  Now,  this  sort, 
according  to  the  characters  attributed  to  it  (larger  dimensions  than  those 
of  the  oflScial  species,  and  a  sweetish  taste,  recalling  that  of  liquorice) 
can  only  answer  to  my  "  major  "  striated  ipecacuanha.  It  is  the  same 
sort  as  Mutis  had  sent  to  Europe  as  identical  with   "Brazilian"  ipe- 

*  Journ.  de  Phirmacie  et  de  Chimie,  vol.  xvii,  p.  19. 
t  Dictionnaire  des  Drogues  Simples,  17.59,  p.  4.59. 
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cacuanha,  and  of  which  he  h;ul  sent  tlie  mother  plant  to  Linnaeus. 
At  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  tlie  beginning  of  tlie  nine- 
teenth this  sort  was  to  be  met  with  ratlior  frequently  in  coilections  of 
drugs  if  not  in  pharmacies.  It  is  clearly  the  root  of  the  Psychotria 
emetica  \\\\\c\\  Richard  describes  in  his  inaugural  thesis*  under  the 
name  of  striated  ipecacuanha ;  whilst  Merat  and  De  Lensf,  and  more 
lately  Guibourt,|  confound  it  under  the  same  name  with  the  minor 
striated  ipecacuanha. 

This  kind  has  occurred  in  commerce  from  time  to  time,  but  in  the 
present  day  it  has  little  chance  of  entering  a  pharmacy.  Mr.  Ilan- 
bury  has  sent  me  a  specimen  that  was  offered  to  the  Pharmacie  Cen- 
trale  in  Paris  in  1858  under  the  name  of  Ipecacuanha  of  St.  Martha. 
M.  Yogi  has  described  it  in  a  memoir  under  the  name  of  Ipecacuanha 
glycyphlcea,^  and  states  that  it  was  sent  into  the  market  of  Bremen 
as  Carthagena  Ipecacuanha.  Some  fragments  which  I  owe  to  the 
kindness  of  Mr.  Ilanbury  came  from  some  packages  sent  from  Bogota 
in  1870  and  offered  in  the  London  market.  It  was  from  these  pack- 
ages the  specimens  were  taken  that  were  analyzed  by  Professor  Att- 
field, II  and  which  he  called  "  elastic  striated  ipecacuanha."  Lastly, 
it  was  a  short  time  previously  that  M.  Dorvault  received  at  the  Phar- 
macie Centrale  the  "violet"  ipecacuanha  which  attracted  my  atten- 
tion and  which  agrees  as  nearly  as  possible  with  the  roots  of  FsycJw- 
tria  emetica. 

It  appears  diflGcult  to  say  when  the  "minor"  striated  ipecacuanha 
first  appeared  in  commerce.  But  it  is  clear  that  this  was  the  kind 
analyzed  by  Pelletier  in  1820,**  since  that  chemist  noticed  79  per  ct. 
of  woody  fibre,  gum  and  starch,  and  we  know  that  only  the  "  minor  " 
contains  starch.  Now  this  species  existed  in  the  drug  cabinet  of  the 
father  of  Pelletier  under  the  name  of  "  Ipecacuanha  des  Cotes  d'Or 

*Hi8toire  Naturelle  des  Diverses  Especes  d'Ipecacuanha  du  Commerce 
(Theses  de  la  Faculte  do  Medecine  de  Paris,  1820).     ^ 

t  L)ict.  de  Matiere  Medicale,  1831.  vol.  iii,  p.  643. 

X  Guibourt'a  figures  (Hist.  Nat.  des  Drogues  Simples,  6th  edit.,  vol.  iii,  p.  94) 
agree  in  part  (the  two  larger  specimens)  with  the  "  major"  striated  ipecacuan- 
ha, and  in  part  (the  specimen  placed  between  the  other  two)  with  the  "  minor." 

§  Vogl,  loc.  r.il.      The  authors   of  the  .Jahresbericht  der   Pharmacognosie, 
etc.,  are  wrong  in  referring  this  Ipecacuanha  yli/ryphloea  to  Cephaelis.     All  its 
characters,  exterior  and  anatomical,  agree  with  those  of  my  "major"  striated 
ipecacuanha. 
t  II  Pharm.  Journ.  [2],  vol.  xi,  p.  141. 

**  Journ.  Phurm.  et  de  Chim.,  vol.  vi,  p.  261. 
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(Minas  de  Oro),"'  and  Pelletior  adds  that  he  also  recognized  it  in  a 
mercantile  liou^e  wiiich  had  received  it  from  Peru,  vid  Cadiz.  More- 
over, it  must  have  been  present  at  that  time  in  most  collections.  It 
-was  this  sort  that  M.  Guibourt  used  principally  for  illustration  at  the 
School  of  Pharmacy,  and  it  is  the  only  sort  which  I  have  found  named 
as  striated  ipecacuanha  at  the  Pharmacie  Centrale  des  Hopitaux.  M. 
Vogl*  saw  it  in  the  collection  at  Vienna  described  as  Ipecacuanha, 
striata  seu  nigra.  Professor  Attfield  found  it  in  the  Museum  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  and  analyzed  it  under  the 
name  of  "brittle  striated  ipecacuanha."!  Finally,  it  has  recently 
been  described  in  detail  by  Mr.  Pocklington  in  a  paper  on  the  use  of 
the  microscope  in  pharmacy. | 

It  is  remarkable  that  this  latter  sort  has  hitherto  been  considered 
by  most  authors  to  be  the  produce  of  the  Psycliotria  emetica,  to  the 
•exclusion  of  the  former.  Pelletier  first,  then  successively  Vogl,  Th^- 
not,  C.  M^nier  and  Pocklington  have  referred  it  to  that  origin.  Pro- 
fessor Balfour,§  also,  after  describing  the  Psycliotria  emetica,  attrib- 
uted to  the  root  of  that  species  the  chemical  composition  given  by  Pel- 
letier, which  we  have  seen  could  only  have  agreed  with  that  of  the 
""minor'"  striated  ipecacuanha.  The  more  active  properties  of  the 
""  minor  "  sort,  its  greater  richness  in  emetina,  and  also  the  fact  of  its 
having  been  analyzed  by  Pelletier,  have  brought  it  into  greater  pro- 
minence and  caused  it  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  true  type  of  striated 
ipecacuanha,  and  consequently  the  botanical  origin  generally  attrib- 
'<ited  to  striated  ipecacuanha  has  been  specially  applied  to  it.  In  no 
other  way  can  the  general  error  into  which  authors  have  hitherto 
fallen  be  explained. 

To  sum  up,  there  exist  two  sorts  of  striated  ipecacuanha,  of  which 
the  following  appears  to  be  the  synonymy : 

1.  "Major"  Striated  Ipecacuanha. — Roots  of  Psychotria  eme- 
tica, L. — Ipecacuanha  gris  cendre  glycyrrhize,  Lemery  (Diet.  Drog. 
Simp.  p.  459).  Ipecacuanha  strie,  llichard  (These  Inaug.)  Ipecacu- 
■anha  itrik  {partim),  M^rat  and  De  Lens  (Diet.  Mat.  Med.  vol.  iii,  p. 
^43);   Guibourt  (Drog.  Simp.  Gth  edit.  vol.  iii,  p.  94).     Ipecacuanha 

*  Jahresbericht  d.  Pharmacognosie,  1867,  p.  64. 
t  Pharm.  Journ.  [2],  vol.  xi,  p.  141. 

X  "The  Microscope  in  Pharmacy"  (Pharm.  Journ.  [3],  vol.  ii,  p.  921). 
I  "  Remarks   on    Plants    furnishing    Varieties    of    Ipecacuanha"    (Pharm. 
Journ.  [3],  vol.  ii,  p.  970). 
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yli/t-yphhni,  Vogl  (^Zeits.  d.  Q^str.  Apot.)  Jjjvcacuanha  istri'',  G.  Du- 
rand  (Tlio.-c,  19).  Elastic  striated  Ipecacuanha,  AttfioM  (IMuirm. 
Jouni.  [2],  vol.  xi,  p.  141).  Ipfeacuanha  stric  de  la  Nouvelle-Gre- 
node,  C.  Meuier  (These  Iiiaug.  p.  15).  Iptcacuanha  violet  of  com- 
merce, Theaot  (These,  p.  1--);  C.  Mdiiier  (These,  p.  15).  Ipecacu- 
anha of  St.  Martha  and  Carthagena  Ipecacuanha  of  commerce. 

2.  "  MiNuR  "  Striatdd  Ifecacuanua. — Ipecacuanha  des  Cotes 
d' Or  and  Ipecacuanha  noir,  Tclletier  (Jouni.  Pharui.  vol.  vi,  p.  201). 
Ipecacuanha  s[ri>^  and  Iprcacuanlia  noir  (partini),  Merat  and  Dc  Len& 
(Diet.  Mat.  Med.  vol.  iii,  p.  643) ;  Guibourt  (Drug.  Simp.  Gth  edit. 
vol.  iii,  p.  94).  Ipecacuanha  strie,  Thc'not  (These,  p.  120).  Ip<''cacu~ 
anha  strie,  C.  Meiiier  (These,  p.  13).  Ipecacuanha  striata  seu  nigra^. 
V^ogl  (Zeits.  (Est.  Apot.)  Brittle  Striated  Ipecacuanha^  Attfield 
(Pharm.  Journ.  [2],  vol.  xi,  p.  141. — Pharm.  Journ.,  Lond.y  Feb.  15.. 
1873. 


HKlIAViUll  OF  ETiIEK  WHEN  IN  CONTACT  WITH    OTHER  8Uli- 

STANCES. 
By  A.  LiEBB.x. 

In  my  treatise  on  •'  The  Origin  and  Production  of  Iodoform  and! 
on  the  Application  of  these  Reactions  "  (Ann.  d.  Chem.  u.  Pharm. 
Supplm.  7,  p.  221),  I  have  said  that  when  ether  is  shaken  up  witiji 
water  and  the  water  then  treated  with  iodine  and  potassa  no  iodoforrr:. 
is  formed,  if  the  ether  is  perfectly  pure  ;  but  1  also  observed  that  it 
was  difficult  to  obtain  pure  ether,  since  the  simple  contact  of  ether 
with  water,  even  at  the  ordinary  temperature,  and  far  more  rapidly 
at  100°,  causes  the  ether  to  become  contaminated  with  alcohol,  i 
have  further  investigated  this  subject  by  first  trying  whether  perfectly 
pure  ether,  when  kept  alone,  remains  unaltered,  and  also,  whether 
contact  with  water  always  produces  alteration  ;  while  I  lastly  tried 
the  effect  of  substances  usually  employed  for  drying  ether.  This  re- 
search appeared  to  me  to  be  the  more  interesting,  since  the  high  sen- 
sitiveness of  the  iodoform  reaction  affords  a  means  of  detecting  slight 
alterations.  When  a  compound  so  fixed  and  stable  as  ether  is  sub- 
ject to  changes  hitherto  scarcely  thought  of,  it  seems  reasonable  to 
conclude  that  other  substances  also  undergo  alterations,  which  art- 
not  detected  for  want  of  reagents. 

Ether  by  itself. — I  have  in  another  paper  described  the  methods  of 
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inaking  perfectly  pure  fther  ;  I  oiilj  mention  here  tliat  it  is  best  to 
re-distil  the  ether  so  obtained  once  or  twice  over  sodium,  chloride  of 
calcium  tubes  being  fitted  to  the  distilling  apparatus  to  avoid  the  con- 
tact of  moist  air.  Ether  so  purified,  and  kept  in  well-stoppered  bot- 
tles, continues  good  for  several  months;  even  after  fifteen  months  no 
iodoform  reaction  was  exhibited,  and  I  therefore  conclude  that  pure 
ether  kept  as  stated  does  not  become  altered,  at  all  events  not  sufllic- 
ient  to  be  detected  by  the  iodoform  reaction. 

Ether  with  Water. — I  repeated  my  former  experiments  by  pouring 
ether  and  water  or  ether  and  dilute  sulphuric  acid  in  glass  tubes,  and 
after  sealiDg  I  heated  these  tubes  for  twenty-four  hours  to  100°  ;  on 
•testing  the  water  afterwards  I  detected  a  strong  reaction  of  iodoform, 
due  to  formation  of  alcohol,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  a  scaled  tube, 
also  containing  water  and  ether,  kept  during  the  same  period  of  time 
Jit  the  ordinary  temperature,  did  not  exhibit  this  reaction.  1  also 
found  by  separate  experiments  that  when  the  sealing  of  the  glass 
tubes  is  carefully  proceeded  with  there  is  no  chance  that  any  iodo- 
form-producing  substance  (aldehyde,  for  instance,  due  to  the  action 
if  the  red-hot  glass  on  the  vapor  of  ether)  can  be  generated  ;  it  is 
therefore  quite  certain  that  when  ether  and  water  are  heated  to  100° 
alcohol  is  in  a  short  time  formed.  The  same  action  between  ether 
and  water  obtains  at  the  ordinary  temperature,  but  only  after  the 
lapse  of  a  considerable  time  ;  ether  kept  with  water  in  well-stoppered 
bottles  exhibited  the  iodoform  reaction  after  some  three  or  four 
months,  but  in  some  instances  the  reaction  was  obtained  in  a  shorter 
time.     Both  the  ether  and  water  were  pure. 

Ether  and  Sodium. — Pure  ether  kept  in  contact  with  small  lumps 
of  sodium  in  a  well-stoppered  bottle  was  found  after  six  months  to 
exhibit  no  iodoform  reaction. 

Ether  and  Chloride  of  Calcium. — Pure  ether  kept  with  lumps  of 
freshly-ignited  chloride  of  calcium  in  a  well-stoppered  bottle  for  a 
period  of  six  months  was  found,  on  being  tested,  to  distinctly  exhibit 
the  iodoform  reaction,  and  consequently  the  ether  had  undergone 
alteration. 

Ether  and  Caustic  Potassa. — Pure  ether  and  freshly-prepared  fused 
caustic  potassa  kept  for  six  months  was  found  to  be  unaltered ;  and 
the  same  result  was  obtained  when  the  ether  was  kept  for  the  same 
lapse  of  time  with  recently  burnt  caustic  lime.  When  the  pure  ether 
-ivas  kept  for  six  months  along  with  freshly-ignited  chloride  of  sodium 
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it  exhibited  a  distinct  iodoform  reaction,  but  with  freslily-ignited  car- 
bonate of  potassa  no  such  reaction  was  obtained  after  the  same  lapse- 
of  time. 

Ether  and  Anhydroust  Sulphate  of  Copper. — Whoa  sharply  dried 
(dehydrated)  sulphate  of  copper  and  pure  ether  arc  kept  for  six 
months  in  a  well-stoppered  bottle  the  ether  exhibits  no  physical  ap- 
pearance of  change,  but  on  testing  the  ether  it  exhibits  distinctly  the 
iodoform  reaction.  A  portion  of  the  same  ether  employed  in  thest- 
experiments  was  kept  alone,  and  having  been  tested  after  six  months 
did  not  then  exhibit  any  trace  even  of  formation  of  iodoform.  1  can- 
not explain  the  reason  why  certain  neutral  and  anhydrous  substances- 
(CaCl2,NaCl,CuS04)  should  have  any  peculiar  effect  on  ether  without 
entering  into  hypotht'ses  which  are  not  proved  ;  it  appears  that  basic 
substances  do  not  act  upon  ether,  while  acids  and  salts  affect  it.  We 
might  suppose  that  ethylates  are  formed,  for  instance  : 

CuS0.+C,H.0C,H,=CuZ0^Igl5_0C^„^ 

and  that  by  the  operation  of  testing  for  iodoform  alcohol  is  formed 
by  the  action  of  water ;  but  it  is  also  possible  that  a  small  portion  of 
the  ether  is  converted  into  alcohol  and  ethylen.  The  main  point  of 
interest  in  these  researches  is  that  perfectly  pure  ether  can  be  kept 
by  itself  in  well-stoppered  bottles  without  alteration,  and  also  when 
in  contact  with  perfectly  dry  and  previously  thoroughly  ignited 
KHOjCaO.KjCOj,  and  also  with  pure  sodium,  but  the  ether  cannot 
be  kept  with  water,  CaClj,NaCl,  or  CuSO^,  because  when  in  contact 
with  these  substances  it  is  gradually  altered. — London  Chem.  NcwHy 
Jan.  2t,  1873, /rom  Ayinalen  der  Chcmie  und  Pharmacie. 


EMULSIONS. 
Br  Hekbkrt  G.  Roobrsox. 
A  paper  on  emulsions,  recently  published  iri  the  Druggists'  Circu- 
lar, by  Mr.  P.  W.  Bedford,  was  mainly  devoted  to  a  consideration  of 
the  merits  of  a  combination  of  gum  acacia  and  glycerin,  in  the  pre- 
paration of  emulsions  of  various  kinds.  Believing,  however,  that  gum 
tragacanth  affords  us  a  mucilage  which,  when  prepared  under  certain 
conditions,  is  capable  of  giving  results  in  every  respect  superior  tc» 
any  producible  by  the  couibination  recommended  in  the  paper,  I  pro- 
pose   briefly  to  outline  its   m<)re    advantageous   applications  and   ex- 
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tremely  convenient  method  of  preparation.  In  doing  this  I  am  led 
to  recur  to  a  formula  sent  by  me  to  this  Journal*  some  three  years 
ago,  and  published  under  the  title  of  "  Cod  Liver  Oil  Cream,"  which 
may  be  taken  as  a  type  of  this  class  of  emulsions  ;  and  the  fact  of 
the  extensive  and  successful  adoption  of  that  formula  having  come  to 
my  knowledge,  emboldens  me  to  reproduce  it  in  a  slightly  modified 
and  improved  form. 

Before  doing  so,  however,  I  may  state  it  as  a  sine  qua  non,  that 
the  tragacanth  employed  for  this  and  allied  preparations  should  be  of 
exceptionally  fine  quality.  It  should  possess  a  pretty  uniform  white- 
ness, and  freedom  from  dark  patches  and  specks,  or  if  these  latter  be 
present  they  should  be  broken  off  and  rejected.  The  selected  pieces 
are  then  cut  up  into  fragments  about  one- quarter  of  an  inch  square,  and 
immersed  in  soft  or  distilled  water  for  48  or  more  hours  in  the  pro- 
portion of  about  2^  oz.  to  the  gallon,  stirring  at  intervals  to  prevent 
agglomeration.  The  addition  afterwards  of  a  small  percentage  of 
glycerin  ensures  almost  indefinite  keeping  qualities.  To  avoid  dis- 
appointment and  secure  the  best  results  it  will  be  well  not  to  rely  on 
any  ordinary  sample  of  the  gum,  but  to  apply  to  one's  wholesale 
house  for  a  small  parcel  of  exceptional  quality.  In  this  way  we  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  a  sample  almost  free  from  blemish,  and  requiring 
no  material  weeding ;  while  but  for  this  precaution  one  might  improve 
but  slightly  on  the  Pharmacopoeial  mucil.  tragac,  a  dark  and  muddy 
product. 

The  formula  referred  to  above,  as  amended,  runs  thus — 

B.  01.  Jecor.  Aselli,       .         .         .         5V. 

r  Ess.  Limon. 
First  shake  together.  }    "     Amygd.  (1  in  16)  aa      .         •     "I  xxiv. 
'  Spts.  Vini  Rect.  ...         5  iss. 

Syrup.  .         .         .         .         .     ^  ss. 

Mucil.  Tragac.  (prepared  as  above)  ad  I  xvi. 

The  mere  act  of  shaking  together  these  ingredients  for  an  instant 
or  two  suflBces  to  unite  them  into  an  elegant  semi-transparent  and 
permanent  emulsion,  with  attractive  custard-like  flavor  that  can 
scarcely  fail  to  commend  itselt  to  the  votaries  of  "  Elegant  Pharmacy." 

Other  oils,  as  castor,  almond,  turpentine,  etc.,  or  balsams  may  be 
substituted  for  the  one  above  specified.     The  proportion  there  given 

*  See  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  1870,  page  247. 
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may  be  lielJ  to  be  onlj  nlative,  the  precise  quantity  of  any  oil 
'*  euiulsifiable"  by  a  given  tjuantity  of  mucilage  depending  directly 
upon  the  degree  of  viscosity  of  the  latter.  If  it  I)e  desired  to  combine 
an  oil  in  much  larger  proportion  than  appears  in  the  formula  given, 
this  may  be  effected  to  an  almost  incredible  extent  by  substituting 
brisk  stirring  in  a  mortar  during  the  adding  of  an  oil,  for  the  mere 
agitation  that  sufficed  in  the  former  case.  It  is  probable  that  a  great 
variety  of  substances  upon  which  I  have  not  yet  experimented  may 
be  treated  advantageously  as  above. 

My  experience  has  been  mainly  with  the  oils  of  castor,  cod-liver, 
olive  and  turpentine,  and  the  success  attending  the  use  of  these  was 
perfect,  none  of  them  showing  any  disposition  to  separate  after  many 
months  keeping,  and  retaining  then  a  degree  of  sweetness  and  fresh- 
ness that  proved  keeping  qualities  of  a  very  perfect  order. — Pharm. 
rJouni.  and  Tram*.,  March  8,  1873. 


MILK  TESTING. 

By  Thomas   Uarside. 
< 
I  wish  to  point  out  a  fact,  in  connection  with  the  estimation  of  cream 

in  milk  by  means  of  the  lactometer,  which  I  have  not  hitherto  seen 
noticed,  namely,  the  great  difference  in  the  result.?  which  a  slight 
variation  in  the  temperature  produces.  In  Dr.  Hassall's  article  on 
the  estimation  of  the  cream,  given  in  his  work  "Adulteration  Detected," 
I  do  not  observe  that  any  account  is  taken  of  this  ;  the  only  reference 
to  temperature  which  I  find  being  in  the  following  terms  : — "  Cream 
forms  more  quickly  in  warm  than  cold  weather  ;  and  in  making  com- 
parative observations  on  a  number  of  samples,  it  is  proper  that  each 
should  be  set  aside  in  lactometers  at  the  same  time  and  for  the  same 
period'  (p.  225).  Provided  that  the  lactometers  were  all  maintained 
at  the  game  temperature,  this  method  would  give  accurate  results  for 
the  samples  operated  upon  ;  but,  as  the  following  experiments  will 
show,  no  dependence  could  be  placed  upon  them  unless  the  latter  con- 
dition were  complied  with,  nor  could  any  set  of  observations  be  of 
use  for  comparison  with  another  set  unless  the  temperature  were  main- 
tained at  the  same  point. 

In  each  of  the  following  cases  two  graduated  tubes  were  filled  wit 
milk  from  the  same  pail,  as  supplied  in  the  usual  way  by  the  dealei, 
and  a  uniform  temperature  was  maintained  during  the  time  mentioned. 
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I  may  also  state  that  in  several  otlier  experiments  of  which  I  kept  no 
record,  no  increase  in  the  qu;intitv  of  cream  was  perceived  after  three 
or  four  hours  : — 

Apparent  percentage 
Temperature.  of  cream. 

f43°   .         .         .         .         14. 
\55°       .         .         .         .       81. 
j  45"  .         .         .         .         12. 
\60^"       .         .         .         .       8. 
.         .         14. 
.     12. 
-Pliarm.  Journ.  and  Trans.,  Jan.  25,  1873. 


No. 

Hours 

1. 

4. 

o 

4. 

9 

(45°  . 

\60°       . 


FORMULAS  FOR  POULTICES.* 

The  article  "  Cataplasm,"  in  the  new  Dictionnaire  des  Sciences 
Medicates  has  been  worked  up  bj  M.  Brochin  as  completely  as  possi- 
ble to  the  actual  state  of  our  knowledge  of  this  ancient  method  or 
treatment.  Amongst  the  opinions  of  authors  and  the  modern  modes 
of  compounding  cataplasms,  M.  Brochin  cites  those  of  Cayol,  Brous- 
sais,  Rcveille-Pariso,  and  especially  Velpeau  and  Trousseau.  The 
editor  of  the  Journal  de  M^decine,  from  whom  we  quote  this  article, 
observes  that  he  has  had  the  opportunity  of  following  the  last-named 
illustrious  physician  for  some  years,  and  never  heard  him  order  either 
a  bath  or  a  cataplasm  ;  occasionally,  however,  and  with  a  certain  air 
of  solemnity,  he  would  order  the  poultice.  This  was  made  nearly  as 
follows  : 

Extract  of  Stramonium,  or 

Extract  of  Belladonna  ; 

Extract  of  Opium  ; 

Camphor  in  Powder  ; 

Water.  Of  each  10  parts.  Mix. 
A  broad  poultice  having  been  made,  some  camphorated  alcohol  is  to 
be  boiled  with  it ;  the  paste  should  then  be  enclosed  in  a  little  muslin 
or  tarletan,  and  the  surface  watered  with  the  above  mixture.  It  is 
then  to  be  applied,  and  covered  with  some  impervious  cloth  and  a  large 
piece  of  flannel.  M.  Brochin  leaves  out  the  camphor  in  powder,  and 
replaces  it  with  ten  parts  of  ether.  This  topical  application,  which  is 
rathf^r  expensive,  can  be  retained  in  place  several  days.     Trousseau 

•    Practitioner,  from  llie  .lournal  de  Medicine. 
9 
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only  employed  it  in  grave  case.<,  such  as  mono-articular  arthritis  with 
acute  osteitis  and  puerperal  arthritis.  He  prescribed  calomel  simul- 
taneously, and  insisted  on  perfect  immobility  of  the  limb.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  narcotic  poultice  prescribed  by  MM.  Bouchat  and  Des- 
pres  : — 

Powdered  llyoscyamus  Leaves; 
"         Coniuni  Leaves ; 
"         Belladonna  Leaves  ; 
"         Solanum  Tuberosum  Leaves  ; 
Linseed  Meal.     Of  each  20  parts. 
Decoction  of  Poppyheads,  q.  s. 
Conium  is   also  used  in   poultices  specially  intended  for  the  relief  of 
superficial  cancers  : 

Bruised  Carrots,  500  grains  ; 
Powdered  Conium  Leaves,  30  grains ; 
Powdered  Opium,  J„  grain. 
The  following  is  intended  to  act  as  a  diuretic  poultice : 
Bruised  Squill,  100  parts; 
Nitrate  of  Potash,  10  parts. 
And  ihie  to  render  the  emission  of  urine  less  painful : 
Bruised  White  Onions,  6  in  number  ; 
Leaves  of  Parietaria,  50  parts  ; 
Decoction  of  Marshmallow,  q.  s. 
Both  may  be  applied  over  the  pubis. — Pharm.  Journ.,  {Lond.),  Feb. 
1,  1873. 


llarictics. 


Indelible  Ink. — Dr.  Boettger. — 3'65  grms.  of  aniliu  black  are  rubbed  down 
in  a  porcelain  mortar  with  60  drops  of  concentrated  hydrochloric  acid,  and  22 
grms.  of  alcohol.  This  solution  is  mixed  with  a  hot  solution  of  1"82  grms.  of 
o'um-arabic  in  8.t  grms.  of  hot  water.  This  ink  does  not  attack  steel  pens,  and 
is  not  acted  upon  either  by  strong  mineral  acids  or  by  alkalies.  If  the  anilin 
black  solution  is  diluted  with  shellac  solution  (21  grms.  in  85  of  alcohol),  an 
anilin  black  lake  is  obtained,  which  is  suited  for  coloring  wood  and  leather. — 
rhem.  Neios.  Jjond.,  Feb.  14,  1873 

Portable  Dry  Jnk.—A.i  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Frankfort  Polytechnic  Asso- 
ciation, Professor  Bcctlger  exhibited  a  novel  kind  of  ink,  which  is  admirably 
adapted  to  take  on  journeys  and  exploring  expeditions.  White  blotting-paper 
is  saturated  with   anilin   black  and  several  sheets  are  pasted  to  form  a  thin  pad 
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AVhen  wanted  for  use,  a  small  piece  is  torn  off  and  covered  with  a  little  water. 
The  black  liquid  which  dissolves  out  is  a  good  writing-ink.  A  square  inch  of 
the  paper  will  give  enough  ink  to  last  for  considerable  writing,  and  a  few  pads 
would  be  ail  that  an  exploring  paity  need  carry  with  them.  As  water  is  always 
available,  the  ink  is  readily  made. — Sci.  Amer.,  March  1,  1871?. 


An  Tndelihle  Red  Ink. — Dr.  Klsner  states  that  an  indelible  red  ink  can  be 
prepared  as  follows  :  Equal  parts  by  weight  of  copperas  and  cinnabar,  both  iti 
fine  powder  and  sifted,  are  rubbed  up  with  linseed  oil  with  a  muller,  and  finally 
squeezed  through  cloth.  The  thick  paste  can  be  employed  for  writing  or 
stamping  woollen  or  cotton  goods,  and  the  color  remains  fast  after  the  goods 
have  been  bleached  The  reds  usually  employed  are  not  fast  colors,  and  do 
not  resist  the  action  of  bleaching^  agents. — Ibid. 


Superior  Adhesive  Paste. — Take  4  parts  by  weight  of  good  glue  and  cover 
it  with  15  parts  of  cold  water;  allow  it  to  stand  for  a  few  hours,  and  thett 
gently  heat  until  a  clear  solution  results.  Dilute  the  mixture  with  65  parts  by 
weight  of  boiling  water  under  constant  stirring.  In  the  meantime  prepare  a 
paste  of  oO  parts  by  weight  of  starch  and  20  parts  of  water,  avoiding  all  lumps. 
Into  this  pour  the  boiling  hot  solution  of  glue,  under  constant  stirring,  and 
keep  the  mixture  boiling.  After  it  is  cold  add  10  drops  of  carbolic  acid.  This 
paste  is  unusually  adhesive.  It  can  be  used  on  leather,  pasteboard  and  parch- 
ment, and  if  it  be  kept  in  closed  bottles,  to  prevent  the  evaporation  of  water, 
may  be  preserved  for  a  long  time;  In  cases  where  ordinary  stock  paste  will 
answer  every  purpose,  it  is  always  well  to  add  a  few  drops  of  carbolic  acid  to 
avoid  fermentation  or  molding. — .Jour,  of  A  pp.  Chern..  Feb..  1873. 


A  Neiu  Experiment. — -Mr.  Elibu  Thoinp.«on  has  made  the  observation  that 
tin- foil,  if  wrapped  about  a  few  crystals  of  chlorate  of  potassa,  can  be  made  to 
detonate  loudly  upon  being  struck  smartly  with  a  hammer  upon  an  anvil,  or  in 
a  mortar  ;  the  phenomenon  being  precisely  analogous  to  the  well-known  ex- 
periment of  triturating  sulphur  and  the  chlorate.  To  the  best  of  our  knowl- 
edge, the  observation  that  such  metals  as  tin  can  be  oxidized  in  this  way.  i?  a 
new  one  and  worthy  of  notice. — Jour.  Franklin  Inst.,  March,  1873. 


Ifearmateutital  oSollcgtH  anb  Jtssociations. 

Piiii,.\DKi.i'iiiA  CoLi-KuK  OK  Pu.\RMAcv. —  At  the  rocent  examination  of  the  can- 
didates for  the  degree  of  Graduate  in  Pharmacy  the  following  questions  were 
offered,  to  be  answered  in  writing: 

Chkmi.^tky.     Professor  Robert  H ridges,  M.  D.     .Session  1872-73. 

No.  1  What  is, the  composition  of  Cyanogen?  Mention  the  officinal  com- 
pounds in  which  it  is  contained  ;  their  composition,  mode  of  preparation, 
physical  and  chemical  properties,  and  state  those  which  are  poisonous. 
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No.  2.  How  is  nitric  acid  preparod  ?  Explain  tlic  process  and  state  the  com- 
positiiMi  or  the  strongest  a(  id.  (iive  the  pliysicul  and  cheini'al  proper- 
ties  the  composition  and  icaction  of  the  otiicinal  acid. 

No.  3.  What  oflliiinal  coinpouiid  is  torined  l)y  tlio  action  of  chlorine  and  slacked 
lime'.'  (live  its  supposed  composition  with  the  reactions  which  take 
place  durin^f  its  produclinn.     To  what  are  its  j)ecnliar  pro|)erties  due? 

No.  4.  What  is  the  chemical  name  of  Bora.x  ?  (Jive  the  sources  IVoni  which  it 
is  derived,  its  chemical  composition  and  physical  properties. 

No.  ">.  What  is  the  chemical  name  of  Kpsom  .Salt  ?  (Jive  its  mode  of  jnepara- 
tion.  the  impurities  it  may  contain  and  the  mode  of  deteclinii^  them. 

No  6.  (iive  the  tests  by  which  the  mineral  acids  may  be  distin;;nished. 

No.  7.  In  what  officinal  preparations  does  iron  e.xist  in  a  condition  not  to  be 
detected  by  the  more  common  tests? 

No.  8.  What  are  the  best  antidotes  for  Arsenic,  and  the  best  form  and  con- 
dition in  which  they  should  be  used? 

No.  9.   What  are  the  best  antidotes  for  the  alkalies,  and  how  do  they  act  V 

No.  10.  What  product  is  forn.ed  by  heatintr  cream  of  tartar  in  chise  vessels,  and 
of  what  does  it  consist  ? 

Materia  Mkuica.     Professor  John  M.  .Maisch.     Session  18T'i-7H. 

1.  Spanish  Flies — Give  the  name  of  the  insect,  and  where  collected  :  how  may 
the  vesicating  principle  be  obtained,  in  what  per  centage  is  it  preset.t.  and 
which  parts  of  the  animal  contain  the  larirest  proportion? 

2.  From  the  root  of  which  plants,  and  by  what  process  is    K.xlracliim   (ilycyr- 

rhiziL*  made  ;  in  what  modifications  is  the  glycyrrhizln  contained  in  it.  and 
how  may  its  quality  be  determined  ? 

3.  Benzoin. —  Where,  from  what  i)lant  and  how  obtained?     Name  the   princi- 

pal varieties,  give  its  constituents  and  how  to  determine  its  quality. 

4.  Nutgalls. — Where  obtained  ?  How  produced?  (Jive  the  structuie.  con- 
stituents, varieties  and  how  to  ascertain  their  quality? 

5.  What  i»liint  yields  Valerian?  Where  and  in  whtit  localities  does  it  grow? 
Describe  the  drug  and  state  the  diHerence  in  appearance  and  ompotition, 
when  obtained  from   different  localities. 

6  (live  the  name,  natural  order  and  habitat  of  the  plant  yielding  dulcainara. 
When  should  the  drug  be  collected  ?  Whnt  arc  its  physical  characlers  and 
its  constituents  ? 

7.  Describe  mezereou  :  its  botanical  origin,  native  country,  [diysicai  appear- 
ance, constituents  and  medical  prcfiertics. 

8.  What   is   the  source  of  Alexandria,  Boml)ay  and  Tinnevelly  .Senfias  ?     How 

do  they  differ  from  each  other  and  from  other  ollicinal  leaves.  What,  if 
any,  are  the  impurities  and  how  recognized  ? 
9.  Cubebs  :  their  botanical  origin,  native  cotintry,  time  of  collection,  differ- 
ence from  similar  drugs  and  medical  properties  of  the  principal  constit- 
uents. 
10.  (Jive  the  botanical  characters  of  the  natural  order  of  ('omposifa?,  and  iiiime 
the  officinal  herbs  and  Howers  obtained  from  it.y 

Phakmacv.     i'rofessor  William  Procter,  .Jr.     Session  1872-7:?. 

1.  When  a  hoJlow  .Si)herc,  weighing  1000  grains,  floating  on  water  at  GO^ 
Fahr.  has  e.vactly  one  half  of  its  surface  immersed,  what  is  its  specific  gra- 
vity? and  what  would  be  the  weight  of  the  water  displaced  if  it  be  entirely 
submerged  ? 

2.  What  is  the  definition  of  Evaporation  in  its  pharmaceutical  sense?  What 
physical  laws  influence  it?  What  forms  of  apparatus  are  used  in  the 
laboratory  to  accomplish  it  ?  For  what  classes  of  preparations  is  it  chiefly 
used  ? 

;{.  .State  the  physical  law  which  enables  the  chemist  to  purify  a  salt,  from  con- 
taminating small  quantities  of  other  Salts,  by  the  processes  of  solution 
and  crystallization. 
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4.  Describe  ofTicinal  acetic  acid,  jjiving  its  compo,*itioii,  specific  qravitj'  and 
tests  of  purity.  State  briefly  the  method  of  obtaining  acetic  acid  from  wood 
and  the  several  names  under  which  it  is  known  in  commerce.  Also  mention 
all  the  officinal  acetates,  and  how  to  distinguish  them  from  other  salts  and 
from  each  other. 

5.  Describe  aconitia  as  found  in  the  shops;   state  how  it  is  distinguished  from 

veratria,  and  by  what  quality  it  is  recognized.  State  also  the  dose  of  aco- 
nitia, how  it  is  usually  employed,  and  name  the  otiicinal  preparations  to 
which  it  gives  activity. 

6.  <jive  a  brief  general  idea  of  the  constitution  of  fats  and  fixed  oils;  give  the 
process  for  making  "  Sapo''  U.  S.  P.  and  that  for  Kmp  :  Plumbi,  with  the 
reactions  that  occur,  and  explain  the  manner  of  obtaining  and  purifying 
the  glycerin  of  commerce. 

7.  Describe  cantharidin,  state  its  best  solvents,  and  give  the  best  process  for 
preparing  it ;  also  give  the  formula  for  Ceratum  cantharidis  and  Canthari- 
d.il  collodion. 

8.  Give  the  antidotes  for  poisoning  by  arsenious  acid,  tartar  emetic,  sugar  of 
lead,  nitrate  of  silver,  oxalic  acid  and  water  of  ammonia,  and  state  in  what 
cases  soap  may  be  used  as  an  antidote. 

9.  Give  the  formuUe  for  syrup  of  iodide  of  iron,  infusion  of  digitalis,  solution  of 
tersulphate  of  iron,  compound  mixture  of  iron,  fluid  extract  of  ergot,  and 
diluted  nitro-muriatic  acid 

10.  Give  your  reasons  why  percolation  is  to  be  preferred  to  maceration  and 
expression,  in  the  preparation  of  extracts,  Huid  extracts  and  tinctures,  and 
state  what  are  the  chief  points  to  be  ob.«erved  in  obtaining  success  by  the 
former  process. 

Questions  by  the  ExAMi.MXfi  Committek.     Session  1872-7o. 

1.  Describe  the  substance  called  "Argols"  ;  state  its  natural  source;  name 
the  acid  it  contains,  and  the  base  with  which  it  is  combined  ;  how  the  acid 
is  made  for  commerce  ;  what  are  the  officinal  Salts  to  which  it  contributes: 
and  how  may  the  acid  be  distinguished  from  all  other  organic  acids? 

2.  State  the  names  of  the  units  of  measures  of  Length,  Weight  and  Capa- 
city in  the  Metrical  system;  give  their  value  respectively  in  inches,  troy- 
grains  and  fluidouni-es ;  and  mention  in  what  way  the  units  of  measure  and 
weight  are  determined. 

3.  What  is  specific  gravity?     Solve  the  following  problem  : 

Four  hundred  grains  of  Sugar  weigh  in  Oil  of  Turpentine  1825  grains.  The 
specific  gravity  of  oil  of  turpentine  being  0*870  what  is  the  specific  gravity 
of  the  sugar? 

4.  How  may  Levant  and  American  wormseed  be  distinguifihed  from  each 
other?  from  what  plants  are  they  obtained?  and  what  causes  the  activity 
in  each  drug? 

5.  Give  the  process  for  making  Citrine  Ointment ;  explain  the  chemical  com- 
bination. 

t).  Give  the  ofiicinal   name  of  the   plant   from    which   Extract  of  Hemlock  is 
made.     State  the  mode  of  its  pre[)aration,  and  the  dose;  also  the  physical 
characteristics  of  the  plant.     Explain  the  manner  in  which  Hemlock  pitch 
is  obtained  ;  give  its  orficinal  name,  and  state  whether  it  is  derived  from  a 
different  source;  and  if  so,  give  the  botanical  name  of  the  tree  which  pro- 
duces it;  describe  its  physical  characteristics,  and  state  where  it  grows. 
What  officinal  preparation  does  Hemlock  Pitch  enter  into,  and  what  is  it 
combined  with  ?     Give  the  mode  of  preparation. 
From  what  source  do  we  obtain  Oil  of  Hemlock  of  commerce? 
Is  it  officinal? 

7.  (iive  the  process  for  making  Liquor  Plumbi  Subacetatis.  What  is  its  specific 
gravity?  What  officinal  preparations  does  it  enter  into?  Ls  it  for  internal 
or  external  administration? 
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Give  the  process  tor   niakinu    Koil   Iodide  of  Mercury,  and  state  the  reac- 
tion which  takes  phic«!.     In  wliat  is  it  soluble? 

Give  tlie  process  for  making  Green   Iodide  of  Mercury.     Is  it  soluble  iu 
alcohol  or  water? 

8.  Give  the  i)rocess  for  niakin*:  Resin  of  May-Applo,  and  the  tests  whereby 
the  Resins  of  May-Apple,  Jalap  and  Scanimony  may  be  distinguished  from 
each  other. 

9.  What  is  Opium?  what  per  cent,  of  Morphia  should  it  contain?  and  what 
officinal  preparations  contain  Morphia  or  Opium,  and  in  what  proportion? 

10.  State  which  of  the  following  prescriptions  it  would  be  proper  to  dispense, 
and  which  improper,  ami,  in  the  latter  case,  the  reasons: 


A.  TnSK-  I'll.I.S. 

B-     Quiniie  Sulphaiis.      .  .  gr.  x, 

i'ilula>  I'erri  C'arbonatis,  .  gr.  v, 

Strychnin-  Sulphiitis,  .  gr.  v. 

Misce,  et  tiat  massa   in  pilulas  decern 

dividenda. 

H.  One  to  be  taken  twice  or  three 
times  a  day. 

JJ.  For  Mk.  Thompso.v. 

K.     Antim.  et  Potassii  Tart, 

Potftssii  Nitrat.. 

Spt.  -ttb.  Nit .jss. 

Aqua?,  ....  ^iiiss. 

>I.  S.     DessertspooHful  ever}'  2  hours. 

C.  For  Mr.  Jonks. 

R.  Morphiiu  Sulph.,  .  •.  gr.  jss, 
Sacch.  Alb.,     .         .         •     gr.  .xii. 

M.  ft.  chart,  no.  iv. 

8.  For  pain,  one  every  '1  hours  until 
relieved. 


R.      Totas.'sii  lodidi, 

K.xtracli  BtUadoniin' 

Camphorii",     . 

lodinii,  . 

Uuguenti, 
Misce  fiat  unguentuni. 


aa  gr.  .\xx, 


aa  gr.  x. 


5"i 
gr.  ii, 


(How  would   vou  dispense  this  prescrip- 
tion?) 

E. 

R.     MorphiiP  Sulphatls,    .  .  gr.  ij, 

Spiritus  ,Etheris  Nitrosi,  .  ,^S8, 

I'otassii  lodidi,  .  .  ,^ij. 

Aqua?  MenthiP  pip.,    .  .  f.vv. 
M.  ft.  JSolutio.  Sig.     A   dessertspoonful 
for  a  dose,  three  times  a  day. 

(What  change  occu's  in  this  on   stand- 
ing?) 


The  following  specimens  were  exhibited  to  the  candidates  for  recognition  : 


Chemistry. 
«,ial.x  chlorinat.'i, 
Plumt)i  iixi'lutn. 
Sulphur  sul>limatum. 
Ammnnii  '-arKonas. 
Ferri  ei  .\ninionii  Siil- 

plias, 
Potii-isii  hicurKoii.'i?. 
Alcohdl  amylicum. 
A<-idum  ai-eti<nim. 
Acidum  oxalicum. 
Pota.«iii  (.iili'ra.a. 


Pharmacy. 
Potassii  biomidiiin, 
.\oiduni  gallicnrn. 
(Mnchoniii'  .sulphas, 


Examining  ("ommittek. 

Sodii  boras, 
ZiiK'i  iicetas, 
PiilviN  aromaticUB, 


Pulvis  aloe.x  et  caiielln-,  .Senna  alcxand., 
Liquor  (Vrri  iiitruti.s,      Cerat.    plunibi    suhaoe- 
Tinct.  digitnlis. 


tat. 


Materia  Mkdica. 

Ipecacuanhii, 

Podophyllum, 

Liriodcndron, 

Hyc-cyanii  folia,  uut, 

Uva  tirsi, 

Arnica, 

Pimcnt:i,  'I'lnct.  gentianii' comp.,  I.i(|.  I'erri  .'*uhyulphrtt., 

Pepo,  Tinct.  opii  deodorata,    'J"  i  n  c  t.   cardainuiiii 

Terebinth ina.  Extract,  .-pigeliu-  Hui-       conip. 

Crocus  adulterated  with      dum,  'I'inet.  iodinii, 

f'arthamus    and   dyed  Olco-resinip  cubebif.      Ext.  buchu  fluidum, 
calendula.  Ext.  seiiiuu  Huiduin. 

The  following  report  was  presented  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  : 
The    Professors    and    Examining   Committee  of  the    School  of   Pharmacy 
respectfully  report  that  the  following  named  candidixtcs,  having  presented  the- 
ses with   the   usual   certificates,  have  been   examitiod,  and   are   now  favorably 
reported  for  the  degree  of  "Graduate  in  Pharmacy." 
They  are  set  down  in  the  order  of  merit  : 


Namk. 

1  E.  C.  Biitchcior, 

2  Nathan  B.  Manfortii. 
i  Kichard  V.  MattL^oii. 
4   Adam  Currath, 

b  Herman  'I'.  Kberlc, 
C  H.  G.  Keasbv. 


Si  ATK. 

.Mississippi. 
I'e.nnsylvaiiia. 

Wisconsin. 

New  Jersey. 


TiiKSis. 
^EkcuIu*  Piiviil. 
Solidaifo  odnra. 
Eli'ifiiul  I'htirmaci/. 
Solidago  fiiro/fir. 
Baplisia  tiiictoria. 
Si/ritpiig  fcrri  iodidi. 


Am  Jour.  Pbarm.  ) 
April  1, 1873.     J 


Pharmaceutical  Colleges,  etc. 


isa 


7  Richard  T.  Chiles, 

8  William  G.  White. 

9  Frank  M.  Harper. 
10  Munroe  Bonil. 

)  I  -S.  A.  Neppacli. 

12  E.  Harlan  Babb. 

13  E.  Z.  Gross, 

14  W.  C.  Brown. 

15  John  E.  Cook. 

16  W.  G.  Moffit, 

17  A.  H.  C.  Rowand. 

18  Morris  S.  Guth. 

19  A.  A.  Apple. 

20  Joseph  W.  Griscom. 

21  A.  E.  Smith, 

22  G.  0.  Keck, 

23  L.  Stanley  DuBois. 

24  J.  Ploward  McCrea, 

25  W.  X.  Stem, 

26  Charles  Scott  Brown, 

27  James  F.  Hurt. 

28  Will.  N.  Janvier, 

29  Joseph  V.  Antill, 

30  Horace  G.  Hallowell. 

31  Harrv  M.  Capp, 
•VI  J.  Howard  Beck, 

33  John  E.  Mathews. 

34  P.  F.  Brakeley, 

35  Charles  Schnabel. 

36  T.  A.  Conlyn, 

37  M.  Alvarez  y  Ortiz. 

38  Alfred  Helgeson, 

39  Herman  Haupt,  jr.. 

40  Gus.  A.  Zimmerman, 

41  H.  W.  Porter, 

42  Henry  Kielhorn, 

43  Wm.X.  Martindell. 


Kentucky. 

Pennsylvania. 
N.  Hampshire. 
Wisconsin. 
Pennsylvania. 

Ohio. 
Pennsylvania. 


New  Jersey. 
Virginia. 

Pennsylvania. 
New  York. 
Pennsylvania. 


Mississippi. 
Missouri. 
Ohio. 
Pennsylvania. 


New  Jersey. 

Ohio. 

New  Jersey. 

Pennsylvania. 

It 

Cuba. 

Wisconsin. 

Pennsylvania. 


Indiana. 
Pennsylvania. 


44 

S.  D.  Addis, 

f( 

45 

W.  J.  Lerch, 

u 

46 

James  A.  Parker. 

•' 

47 

Albert  F.  Stifel, 

West  Virginia 

48 

A.  S.  French, 

New  York. 

,9 

David  G.  Potts. 

Pennsylvania. 

50 

Harry  G.  Kille. 

New  Jersey. 

51 

Frank  C.  Dale. 

Indiana. 

52 

A.  B.  Bishop. 

Delaware. 

53 

Edward  L.  Boyer. 

Peunsjivania. 

."4 

Thomas  D.  Brown. 

55 

Christopher  Petzeli. 

'■ 

56 

C.  Carroll  Meyer. 

Zil 

A.  B.  Stewart. 

58 

J.  H.  Flint. 

California. 

59 

B.  M.  Magill, 

Pennsylvania. 

60 

Richard  J.  C.  Williams. 

New  Jersey. 

61 

1).  W.  Marshall. 

Pennsylvania. 

62 

J.  P.  Wood, 

Delaware. 

«;.'! 

Henry  Schmidt. 

Ohio. 

Comptonia  asplenifolia. 

Prilimiiwry  Education. 

Sodii  bicarbonas  vennlis. 

Biblicnl  Record  of  Drugi^. 

Manganese  deutoxide. 

Dioscorea  villoma. 

Coptis  trifolia. 

Antimonii  el  I'otasm  tarlra.i. 

Botany. 

Emnhions  of  Cod-liver  Oil. 

Lactucarium. 

Education  of  the  Pharmacist. 

Rubus  villosus. 

Nitrite  of  Amy  I. 

The  Adviintaye  of  the  Study  of  Botany  t* 

Druggixts. 
Tht  Ethicn  of  Pharmacy. 
Pharmaceutical  Uses  of  Glycerin. 
Cortex  Amygdalpc  persicie. 
Syrujius  ipecacuanhir,  Sgrupus  icillx  com- 

posilnt,  Syrupns  senegip,. 
Ilclenium  antumnale. 
Our  College. 

Pharmacy  as  a  Profession. 
I'rinos  ve.rticillatus. 
Iris  versicolor. 
Pharmacy  of  To-day. 
A  Pharmaceutist  and  his  Requirements. 
Pharmaceutical  Education. 
Acids, 
Elixirs. 
Disinfection. 

Obtainment  of  Tartar  Emetii-. 
Verbena  hastata. 
Osha  Root. 
Iodoform. 

Exlractum  Pruni  Virginia/lie  Jluidum. 
Ferrum. 
An  Examination  of  Some  Brands  of  Liq~ 

iiorice. 
Aloe  vulgaris. 
Prinos  verticillatus. 
Scutellaria  lateriflora. 
Pharmaceutical  Education. 
Covrt  Plaster. 

Aromatic  Astringent  Syrups. 
Epign-a  repens. 
Experimental  Pharmacy . 
Pharmaceutical  Text-books  for  Beginners. 
Pharmaceutical  Manipulations. 
Condurango. 
Euphorbia  ipecacuanha. 
Ichthyocolla. 

Collegiate  Course  in  Pharmacy. 
Arctostaphylos  glauca. 
Chelidonium  majus. 
Drugs  from  the  Animal  Kingdom. 
Iron  in  Chalybeate  Waters, 
latter-day  Pharmacy. 
Citric  Acid. 
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64  E.  15.  Rticbel. 

65  AiiRii.<t  Uohl, 

66  Allen  Ci.  Griggs, 

67  Cliarlcii  R.  Lange, 

68  A.  P    Ha?rr. 


Pennsylviiniti. 
Michijrun. 
Illinois. 
Pfiiufvlvjinia. 


6'j  Woriliin^tuii  Kmersoo, 

7<i  G.  M.  Rujscll, 

71    Hprni:in  F.  Voshnge, 

'• 

72   K.  Jetl'eraon. 

Delaware. 

73  J.  Ad:im  Witj^uer, 

I'ennsylvania 

74   Hnrry  J.  Nic*». 

11 

75  James  L.  Yost, 

" 

76  Saml.  W.  Martin. 

" 

77   F.  E.  Millpr. 

'• 

78  R.  Willard.jr., 

NfW  Jersey. 

79  J.  K.  Young, 

Pennf  jlvania, 

80  0.  L.  Smith. 

<Teorgia. 

81  S.  \V.  FaircbilU. 

("onneoticut. 

82  W.  r.  Gill, 

Pennsylvaniii. 

83  Frank  P.  Yergin, 

Ohio. 

84  J   S.  Spriggs. 

Illinois. 

85  J.  Morris  Joiie.=  . 

Pennsylvania. 

86  W.  C.  Nicholas, 

'' 

87  Paul  Bridger. 

West  Inilies. 

88  James  W.  Ilommaun, 

Pennsylvania. 

89  Eugene  U.  Ritter. 

u 

90  G.  Louis  TruckL-ntniUer.  Illinois. 

91  A.  R.  Housekeeper,  Pennsylvania 

92  A.  B.  Rohn.  " 

93  William  Deiker,  " 

94  F.  Radefeld.  " 

(Signed)  Robert  Bridgks, 
John  M.  Maisch, 
WiM.iAM  Procter,  Jr., 

Professorf 


Niitun'x  Mfdicinal  Reacurcrx. 

Pracliral  Experunce. 

Aqua. 

Volatile  Oih. 

The  Ju(licioiis  AritniytmtiiL  of  Shujif,  and 
the  U'titT  I'ltscroalion  of  Diuga  and 
Medici  hex. 

Co/ifiurango. 

Seiiieii  cucurliiut  cilrulli. 

Patent  Medicines. 

Cannabis  indica. 

Drarunliuin  fcrtidurn. 

Mittakes  in  Prescnplious. 

LycopuH  VirginianuH. 

Jleracleu/n  hiiiatvin. 

Anemone  Lndoriiinna. 

Petroleum. 

Ct/pripedivm  jnibe»cens. 

McTeiiry  and  /Is  Preparations. 

Legitimate  Pharmaeij. 

Gli/eerin  in  Hiiid  Extracts. 

Cglixvs  xiopariiii!. 

Panax. 

Benzoin  odorijeniin, 

Cosmolin. 

Protoxide  of  Jlgdrogen. 

Ilamamelii  virginica. 

Atropa  belladonna  Toxicologically  consid- 
ered. 

H^mamelis  virginica. 

Ungueiitum  Hgdrarggri. 

Panereatin. 

A  Coiintri/  Drug  Store. 

Aqueoua  Fluid  Extract  of  S'nna. 

WlLLfAM  J.  JkNKS, 

Wm.  B.  Webb, 

VVm.  MtIntyre, 

JosEi'H  p.  Remington,  Committee. 


The  filty-second  annual  commencement  took  place,  at  the  Academy  of 
Mnaic,  on  the  evening  of  March  18th,  when  the  degree  of  Graduate  in  Phar- 
macj  was  conferred  upon  the  gentlemen  named  above  by  the  President  of  the 
College,  Mr.  Diilwyn  Parrish,  followed  by  the  valedictory  address,  by  Prof. 
Robert  Bridges,  M.D.  Mr.  W.  N.  Stem,  in  a  iieat  and  well  delivered  address^ 
presented  to  the  College,  in  behalf  of  the  graduating  class,  a  splendid  air  pump 
and  electrical  machine,  which,  on  the  part  of  the  College,  were  received  by  the 
Committee  on  Apparatus  through  Mr.  Chas.  Bullock.  The  numerous  presents^ 
consisting  mainly  of  bouquets  and  books,  sent  for  the  graduates  by  their  friends^ 
were  distributed  by  graduates  of  the  preceding  years. 

A  very  large  number  of  members  and  friends  of  the  College  had  assembled 
upon  the  stage,  and  the  vast  house  was  thronged  with  an  attentive  audience* 
The  music,  by  the  Germania  orchestra,  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Geo.  Bas- 
tert,  was  excellent,  and  the  arrangements  laade  by  the  Committee  could  not 
have  been  better. 

In  the  midst  of  these  joyous  and  festive  scenes  the  crape  worn  by  the  grad. 
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uales  upon  their  left  arms  reminded  us  of  our  departed  friend  Edward  Parrish^ 
who.  two  jears  ago.  had,  in  the  same  place,  spoken  the  parting  address  to  the 
then  jrraduates. 


Cla.ss  ox  'roxicoi.otiY. — At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Class,  held  March  G, 
1873,  at  the  Piiiladelphia  College  of  Pharmacy.  U.  Ilaupt  being  President,  and 
J.  W.  "Worthington.  Secretary,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved.  That  the  thanks  of  the  ("lass  on  Toxicology  are  hereby  tendered  to 
Professor  John  J.  Keese.  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  has  presented  his 
subject,  the  number,  variety  and  aptitude  of  his  illustrations,  and  for  the  uni- 
form care  and  anxiety  displayed  by  him  to  make  our  relations  mutually  pleasant 
and  agreeable. 

Also,  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  lorward  a  copy  of  this  resolution 
for  publication  in  the  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy. 

J.  Wir.i.iTs  AVoRTHi.xGTON,  Sec'Ty. 


The  Axxlai.  Meetlvg  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Philadf.u'hia 
Coi,LKf;E  OF  Pharmacy  was  held  in  the  College  Hall,  the  preliminary  session  on 
Monday  evening,  March  17th.  and  the  general  session  on  Tuesday  afternoon- 
March  IStli.  At  the  first  session  the  President  read  his  Annual  Address;  the  min- 
utes of  the  last  annua!  meeting,  and  also  those  of  the  several  meetings  of  the 
Executive  Board  were  read  and  approved.  After  the  usual  business  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, Mr.  II.  Ed.  Wendel  entertained  the  Association  by  reading  a  paper  enti- 
tled "The  Perplexities  of  a  Drug  Store."  At  the  general  session  movements 
were  inaugurated  looking  to  make  our  annual  gathering  more  interesting.  Wm. 
C.  Bakes  was  appointed,  and  C.  L.  Eberle  as  alternate,  to  deliver  an  address  to 
the  Association  at  its  next  meeting,  which  will  be  its  tenth  anniversary. 

The  Executive  Board  was  directed,  in  addition  to  the  medal  for  the  student 
having  the  highest  average,  to  award  suitable  prizes  for  proficiency  in  such 
branches  as  in  its  judgment  is  advisable. 

C.  L.  Eberle,  the  retiring  President,  presented  on  behalf  of  the  Association, 
the  Alumni  Medal  to  E.  C.  Batchclor,  of  Macon,  Mississippi,  he  having  received 
the  highest  average. 

An  election  for  officers  was  held  with  the  following  result  :  President,  Clem- 
mons  Parrish ;  1st  Vice-President,  E.  Chiles;  2d  Vice-President,  Jos.  P.  Re- 
mington ;  Recording  Secretary,  Wm.  Mcliityre,  2229  Frankford  Avenue,  Phila- 
delphia ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  H.  Ed.  Wendel ;  Treasurer,  E.C.Jones, 
S.  E.  corner  15th  and  Market  street,  Philadelphin  ;  to  fill  vacancies  in  the 
Executive  Board,  E.  McC.  Boring  and  R.  V.  Mattison  ;  Trustee  of  Sinking 
Fund.  T.  S.  "SViegand. 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  pul)lish  the  Annual  Report,  containing  the 
Valedictory  Address  of  Professor  R.  Bridges,  M.  D. 

The  meeting  adjourned.  Wm.  .M<Tntyre,  Secretary. 


Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy. — The  annual  meeting  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts  College  of  Pharmacy  was  held  on  Monday,  March  3d,  at  its  new 
rooms.  No.  8  Boylston  street,  and,  despite  the  severe  storm,  was  more  largely 
attended  than  for  many  previous  years,  a  number  of  members  being  present 
from  various  parts  of  New  England. 


18G  Phannareiif'uai  C(v/%e.s-,  etc.  {"^^TiMT' 

The  President,  Mr.  8.  M.  Colconl,  in  bis  aildress  cotigratuliited  the  College 
upon  the  success  which  has  attended  its  movements  during:  the  past  year, 
and  the  brilliant  prospects  for  the  future.  The  better  facilities  which  the  new 
laboratory  affords  for  practical  instruction  have  made  the  lectures  more  inter- 
esting and  valuable,  and  the  number  of  students  has  been  larger  than  at  any 
previous  season. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  showed  the  financial  condition  of  the  College  to 
be  as  favorable  as  at  any  previous  year,  while  the  expenditures  have  been  much 
larger  than  heretofore. 

Reports  were  read  from  various  Committees  on  Library,  Cabinet  Instruction, 
etc.     Donations  of  books,  specimens  and  funds  were  gratefully  acknowledged. 

Professor  Markoe  gave  an  entertaining  account  of  the  meeting  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Society  at  Brighton  last  sumnnr;  an  intercstinij  discussioi 
upon  legislation  in  reference  to  the  practice  of  pharmacy  took  place,  and  other 
matters  relating  to  the  advancement  of  pharmacentical  science  were  consid- 
ered. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  :  President,  S.  M. 
Colcord  ;  Vice-Presidents,  C.  A.  Tufts,  B.  F.  Stacey  ;  Recording  Secretary, 
H.  W.  Lincoln;  Corresponding  Secretary,  G.  F.  H_,  Markoe;  Treasurer, 
Ashel  Boyden  ;  Auditor,  Thomas  Hollis  ;  Trustees  :  R.  R.  Kent,  J.  S.  Melvin, 
J.  S.  Orne,  C.  I.  Eaton.  S.  A.  D.  Sheppard,  Thomas  Doliber,  C.  E.  Tappan,  E. 
L.  Patch. 


New  York  Coi.leok  of  Phaumacy. — The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  ths 
13th  of  March.  We  have  not  been  advised  of  its  proceedings,  nor  has  the 
promised  list  of  graduates  reached  us.  Of  the  transactions  of  the  Alumni  As- 
sociation of  this  College,  only  the  address  of  its  President,  Mr.  1).  C.  Robbins. 
has  been  sent. 


Maryland  Coli.egk  ok  Pharmacy — At  the  2Ist  annual  commencement, 
which  took  place  on  the  llth  of  March,  the  degree  of  Graduate  in  Pharmacy 
was  conferred  upon  the  following  gentlemeii  : 

J.  M.  Benziuger,  Maryland.  Iris  versicolor;  J.  C.  Cronhardt,  Jr.,  Maryland, 
Adiantum  pedatum  ;  C.  C.  Habliston,  Maryland,  Tinctures;  J.  11.  Livingston, 
Florida.  Asarnm  Canadense  ;  J.  R.  Marshall,  North  Carolina,  Ancient  Phar- 
macy ;  H.  Nordmann,  Maryland.  Med.  pr«*p.  of  Manganese:  And.  Petz,  Jr., 
Maryland.  Hydrargyrum  ;  Thomas  Shermer,  Maryland,  Iris  versicolor. 

Seven  first  course  students  were  by  their  examination  entitled  to  honorable 
mention. 

The  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  in  Pharmiicy  was  conferred  upon  Rdward  R. 
Squibb,  M.D.,  of  Brooklyn.  X.  Y..  and  Benjamin  Lillard,  Nashville.  'I'enn. 

The  valedictory  address  was  delivered  by  Hon.  C.  K.  Phelps. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  College  took  place  March  \'M\\.  at  the  hall  of  the 
('oUege.  President  J.  F'aris  Moore,  Phar.  D..  in  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  and  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  were  read  by  the  Secretary,  Dr. 
K.  Eareckson,  and  approved.  The  Committee  on  unofficinal  formulas  reported 
that  the  manuscript  was  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  printer. 
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The  Committee  on  the  Pharmacopoeia  reported  through  its  Chairman,  Jos. 
Roberts,  Fhar.  D.,  on  the  dismissals  and  additions,  and  through  Mr.  Louis 
Dohme,  on  the  changes  in  the  processes  of  the  new  pharmacopceia.  These 
wports,  when  finished,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  and  to  be  circuhvted  among 
the  medical  profession. 

Dr.  R.  Murdoch  delivered  a  lecture  on  botany,  the  subject  being  well  illus" 
trated  by  drawings.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  the  lecturer,  and  a  reso- 
lution introduced  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Hancock,  and  passed,  advocating  the  establish- 
ment  of  a  botanical  garden  in  one  of  the  public  parks,  and  a  chair  of  botany 
in  the  College.  A  Committee  to  act  and  report  on  this  resolution  was  appointed 
as  follows  :  Messrs.  J.  F.  Bancock,  Jos.  Roberts,  Louis  Dohme,  J.  J.  Smith 
and  N.  H.  Jennings. 

After  the  reading  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Hancock  of  the  report  on  deceased  members, 
Professor  Moore  exhibited  several  pharmaceutical  novelties  which  had  been 
placed  on  e.xhibition  :  also  a  number  of  preparations  of  the  new  pharmacopoeia, 
about  which  subjects  an  entertaining  and  profitable  discussion  took  place. 

Mr.  Louis  Dohme  read  a  paper  on  the  oleates  of  mercury  and  morphia.* 
after  which  the  College  adjourned. 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  a  pleasant  reunion  took  place  at  the  Rennert 
House,  where  the  members  of  the  Maryland  College  with  their  invited  guests 
assembled,  to  hear  first  the  President's  address  by  Professor  J.  F.  Moore,  and 
then  the  annual  address  delivered  by  Professor  L  J.  Grahame.  Both  were  lis- 
tened to  attentively,  and  besides  retrospects  contained  many  valuable  sugges- 
tions. The  company  afterwards  sat  down  to  a  sumptuous  repast,  and  after 
justice  had  been  done  to  all  the  good  things  upon  the  table,  toasts  were  offered 
and  responded  to  until  the  meeting  adjourned. 


The  Ci.ntixnati  Coi.lkge  of  Pharmacy,  which,  during  the  past  session,  has 
oad  a  class  of  51  students,  on  March  12th  conferred  the  degree  of  Graduate  in 
Pharmacy  upon  the  following  gentlemen:  William  E.  Kieley,  Andrew  W.  Bain, 
-Jos.  H.  Feemster,  Augustus  G.  Luken,  Chas.  P.  Rendigs,  Henry  Wagner, 
<Jhas.  E.  Ferris,  John  E.  Martin,  Gnstav  Weisbrodt,  George  D.  Pinger. 

Professor  J.  F.  Judge  gave  a  historical  sketch  of  the  rise  of  pharmacy,  and 
•alluded  to  the  efforts  made  in  Cincinnati  since  1849  to  establish  a  pharmaceu- 
tical educational  institution,  which  have  resulted  in  the  organization  of  the  pre- 
sent College. 

The  valedictory  address  on  behalf  of  the  College  was  delivered  l)y  Judge 
Stallo,  who  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  said  : 

"  I  honor  this  school  the  more,  gentlemen,  from  the  fact  that  it  does  not  re- 
ceive aid  from  the  iState  or  city.  I  expect  far  more  from  an  institution  wlsich 
grows  out  of  the  necessities  of  a  community  or  section  of  country  than  from  one 
which  springs  from  the  ambitious  devices  of  political  bodies.  National  bureaus 
of  education  are  being  established  by  bodies  of  politicians.  I  knew  a  man  who 
is  now  a  President  of  an  agricultural  college  established  by  legislation.  Some 
years  ago  he  came  to  my  office,  and  wanted  me  to  help  him  to  a  consulship  or 
<-,oHectorship,  or,  in  fact,  anything. 

••  1  do  not  believe  that  the  public  will  gain  at  all  by  the  actions  of  these  poli- 
'ii'ians  in  these  directions.     They  are  very  unfit  men  to  manage  such  a  subject, 

*  The  paper  is  printed  ou  page  1'8  of  the  present  number. 
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thoa-ih  ihoy  may  do  very  well  tu  nianape  street  railroads.     Nature   lets  func- 
tions develop  organs.     The  law  of  nature  is  spontaneity  and  self  help." 

The  valedictory,  on  the  part  of  the  class,  was  delivered  by  Jos.  H.  Feemster- 
After  the  e.xercises  closed,  a  poodly  company  adjourned  to  the  fe.'^tive  board, 
where  a  fine  collation  was  set,  to  which  over  oni>  hundred  pharmacists,  physi- 
cians and  invited  guests  devoted  their  attention 

Thk  Lolisvili.k  Coi.lkuk  of  Pii.vr.macy,  actinjf  umicr  a  charter  previously 
obtained  through  the  Jefferson  County  Court.  Ky.,  al  a  meeting,  held  March 
loth,  1873.  re-organized  under  a  .special  charter,  granted  by  the  Legislature, 
which  requires  the  election  of  twelve  directors,  'i'he  following  gentlemen  were 
duly  elected  for  the  current  year  :  F.  J.  Pfingst,  Wm.  G.  Schmidt,  K.  .Scheffer, 
John  Colgan,  P.  P.  Sutton,  F.  C.  Miller.  C.  L  Diehl,  V  Davis,  S.  F.  Dawes,  J. 
A.  McAfee,  B.  F.  Alford  and  E.  N.  Woodrutt".  The  directors  organized  by 
electing  C.  L.  Diehl.  President;  E.  Schefferand  H.  F.  Alford,  Vice-Presidents; 
F.  C.  Miller,  Kecording  Secretary;  William  G.  Schmidt,  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary; S.  F.  Dawes.  Treasurer,  and  J.  A.  McAfee.  Curator. 

The  directors,  some  time  since,  appointed  a  board  of  trustees,  consisting  ot 
Messrs.  Schmidt,  Davis.  Colgan,  Sutton  and  Plingat,  tor  the  purpose  of  creating 
a  building  fund  to  enable  the  College  to  erect  in  the  future  a  suitable  edifice  for 
the  growing  school.  So  far.  the  trustees  for  the  first  year  have  reported  monthly 
subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  S996,  with  the  prospect  of  more.  This  fund  is 
deposited  in  a  bank  paying  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum , 
computable  every  thirty  days. 

The  following  matriculants  of  the  school  passed  a  successful  examination  at 
the  close  of  this  year's  session  :  Ed.  S.  Anderson,  John  Loomis,  Henry  Voigt, 
F.d.  D.  Caldwell,  Chas.  II.  DeKress  and  Phil.  G.  Beutcl. 


St.  Loris  Coi.r.Kr,E  of  Pharmacy. — This  College  has  been  in  successful  oper- 
ation during  the  past  winter  with  a  class  numbering  'I'A  students,  several  of 
whom  were  expected  to  take  their  degree  in  .March.  During  the  past  two  years 
the  College  has  been  the  recipient  of  many  valuable  donations.  Principal 
among  the  contributors  to  its  cabinet  and  collection  of  philosophical  instru- 
ments may  be  mentioned  :  The  Chicago  College  of  Pharmacy;  E.  R.  Squibb, 
M.D.  Brooklyn;  McKesson  &  Robbins,  N.  Y.  :  Hartmann,  Laist  &  Co  ,  Cin- 
cinnati;  Herring  &  Co,,  and  F.  C.  Calvert.  London,  Eng.;  E.  Scheffer,  Louis- 
ville, Ky.  ;  W.J.  M.  (iordon,  Cincinnati;  Powers  <fe  Weightman,  Bullock  <fe 
Crenshaw,  and  John  Wyelh  &  Bro.,  Philadelphia  ;'jeremiah  Quinlan,  New 
York;  Cheney.  Myrick,  llobbs  A:  Co.,  and  B.  0.  k  G.  C.  Wilson,  Boston; 
Ilernstein.  New  York  ;  J.  L.  Lembergcr,  Lebanon,  Va..,  and  (i.  Mallinckrodt 
A  Co.,  Larkin  &  Scheffer.  Meyer  J?ro8.  &  Co.,  J.  S.  Merrill,  Richardson  k  Co., 
Wna.  H.  Crawford,  Theo.  Kalb.  Chas.  Habicht  &  Co.,  and  M.  W.  Alexander, 
St.  Louis. 


TiiF.  O.MAKio  Coivi.Ki.F.  OK  PiiAK.MAcv  held  its  sc mi  all nual  meeting  February 
f)th,  Mr.  Lyman,  President,  in  the  chair.  The  delegation  to  the  Cleveland 
meeting  of  the  American   I'harmaceutical  Association  made  a  verbal  report. 


'^Aprin.-m:-"*']  Phannaceuflml  CoIW/es,  etc.  1S9 

It  was  then,  on  motion  of  l*rofessor  Shuttleworth,  seco\ide(l  by  Mr.  Saunders, 
resolved  "  iluit  tlie  certificiitos  of  proficiency  or  the  diplomas  of  the  ['liarma- 
centical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  tlie  Pharmaceutical  Association  of  Quebec, 
and  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  be  recognized  by  this  College,  pro- 
vided that  the  holder  of  such  diploma  has  been  four  years  in  business,  and  the 
production  of  sncli  diploma  shall  be  considered  by  the  Board  of  Examiners  as 
sufficient  evidence  of  the  fjnalilications  of  the  holder  thereof,  provided  such 
resolution  is  in  harmony  with  the  Pharmacy  Act.'" 

The  reports  of  the  Registrar,  tiie  Kxamining  Board  and  the  Treasurer  were 
read  arrangements  were  made  for  the  election  of  Councillors  in  June  next,  and 
votes  of  thanks  passed  to  the  retiring  oflicers  and  to  the  Business  Editor  of  the 
Canadian  Pharmaceutical  Journal,  Mr.  ilenry  J.  Rose. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  honorary  members  of  this  College  : 
Prof.  Redwood,  Prof.  Attlield  and  Mr.  H.  B.  Brady,  of  Great  Britain  ;  Dr.  K. 
R.  Squibb,  of  Brooklyn    and  Prof.  J.  M.  Maisch,  of  Philadelphia. 


Pharm.\ckl'ticai.  Socikty  of  Grkat  Britai.n". — At  the  pharmaceutical  meet- 
ing held  March  .5th,  Professor  Attfield  read  a  paper  by  Chas  Symes,  Ph.  D., 
entitled  "  Legal  Pharmaceutical  Preparations."  Mr.  Dmiiey  exhibited  several 
Huid  extracts,  illustrative  of  American  Pharmacy,  and  exphiined  the  processes 
of  the  new  United  States  Pharmacopceia. 

Jle  said,  as  far  as  one  could  judge,  the  aim  of  our  American  friends  had  been 
to  economize  alcohol,  labor  and  fuel,  of  coarse  not  losing  sight  of  the  most 
f'ssential  points — reliability  and  stability  of  the  extracts  themselves.  As  to 
the  elegance  of  these  preparations,  he  would  ask  the  meeting  to  judge.  He 
svus  personally  of  opinion  that  they  far  surpassed  the  fluid  extracts  of  British 
pharmacy,  as  prepared  by  several  aqueous  infusions  of  the  drug,  and  concen- 
tration by  evaporation.  He  might  add  the  i)reparation  of  taraxacum  was  much 
stronger  than  any  officinal  preparation  we  have  of  the  same  root  in  our  Phar 
niacopceia;  it  is,  at  least,  ten  times  the  strength,  as  far  as  the  weight  of  dry 
taraxacum  root  it  represents,  as  the  succus  taraxaci  of  the  British  Pharmaco- 
poeia, and  has  theretore  a  more  decided  bitter  iiavor. 

Mr.  Sandford  said  that  he  had  examined  with  interest  the  specimen  of  lluid 
extract  of  pareira  brava,  as  it  was  a  preparation  to  which  he  had  given  con- 
siderable attention,  and  he  w.  s  of  opinion  that  it  by  no  means  excelled,  if  even 
it  were  equal  to,  the  preparation  made  according  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

During  a  discussion  between  Messrs.  Gerrard  and  Mackay  several  mixtures 
were  mentioned  as  having  been  experimented  with  as  bases  for  suppositories 
and  pessaries.  A  mixture  of  gelatin  and  glycerin  is  still  used  in  Edinburgh, 
A  combination  of  80  glycerin  and  20  soap  is  solid  on  cooling  and  easily  moulded, 
but  in  a  few  hours  is  covered  with  an  exudation  of  glycerin.  Equal  parts  of 
theobroma  oil  and  paraffin  fused  together  yield  a  combination  which  seems  to 
offer  the  advantage  of  being  sufficiently  hard,  and  yet  to  soften  readily  at  the 
temperature  of  the  body. 

Professor  Redwood  then  spoke  at  length  on  the  proposed  additions  to  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  discussing  the  processes  of  different  pharmaco])a?ias 
and  the  results  of  his  own  experiments. 


PHARMACKiTifAi.  So«'iKTY  OF  Parip. — Mr.  Regnauld  presided  at  the  meeting 
held  January  8,  at  which  the  following  members  were  added  to  the  Committee 
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on  the  UnivcPb-al  rharmacopa-ia,  previously  appointed  :  Messrs.  Buipncc 
Lefort.  Mayet.  Jungfleiscb,  Duquesiiel  and  Meiui  ;  Mr.  Hussy  was  appointed 
honorary  president  of  tlie  cominiltoe. 

Mr.  Limousin  exhibited  wafers  stamped  of  the  size  of  a  five  franc  piece ;  twc> 
pieces  of  these  wafers  form  a  cap.-juie,  in  which  pulvcrnlont  medicines  n\ay  be- 
taken, the  name  being  printed  or  written  on  the  wafer. 

Mr.  Jungfleisch  reported  on  lii.'^  researches  concerning  various  transformations 
of  tartaric  acid,  the  synthesis  of  these  bodies  by  means  ol  bibromosuccinic  acid 
and  the  production  of  tartaric  acid  acting  upon  polarized  light. 

Mr.  Latour  read  u  paper  on  (be  syrups  of  tolu  and  tar,  in  which  these  sub- 
stances are  emulsionized  ;  the  syrups  are  of  an  acrid  taste  and,  though  offering 
various  advantages,  must  not  be  substituted  for  the  ollicinal  syrups.  The 
formulas  are  as  follows  : 

Take  of  Balsam  of  'I'olu,  .  .     100  grams. 

Suga',  .  .  .     :^00 

Powdered  (jum  Senegal,  .      100 

Water,  .  .  .     000 

Simple  Syrup,    .  .  .  2400       '' 

The  balsam  is  carclully  triturated  in  a  porcelain  mortar  with  the  sugar  and' 
gum  until  an  intimate  mixture  and  fine  powder  is  obtained,  which  is  then  pourec 
into  a  tinned  copper  kettle,  previously  heated  to  lOO-*  C.  A  sufficient  quantity 
of  boiling  simple  syrup  is  added,  afterwards  the  water,  the  trituration  and  tht 
application  of  heat  being  continued  uutil  the  balsam  is  fused  and  thoroughly 
emulsionized  ;  the  remainder  of  the  hot  syrup  is  then  added,  in  small  quantities, 
the  whole  mi.vture  raised  to  the  boiling  point  and  strained,  to  separate  impuri- 
ties and  a  small  quantity  of  resin.  The  preparation  weighs  three  kilograms^ 
and  a  tablespoonfnl  represents  ;iO  grams  of  syrup,  or  1  gram  of  tolu. 

.Syrup  of  emulsionized  tar  is  made  in  the  same  manner  from  lOO  grams  ot 
tar  which  has  been  washed  witli  boiling  water,  600  grams  of  sugar,  100  grams- 
powdered  gum  Senegal,  400  grams  water  and  2000  grams  simple  syrup, 

A  mixture  of  the  two  syrups  is  better  tolerated  than  the  tar  syrup    alone 
the  latter  might  pro!)ably  be  employed  for  the  extemporaneous  preparation  of 
tar  water. 

At  the  session  of  February  5th,  Mr.  Boudet  directed  the  attention  of  the 
society  to  j)ropylamina,  which  has  been  extensively  used,  and  which,  as  pre- 
pared by  the  action  of  j)Olassa  upon  herring  pickle,  contains  besides  propyla- 
mina  also  trimcthylamina  and  ammonia;  he  censures  physicians  who,  before 
undertaking  long  experiments,  do  not  assure  themselyes  of  the  purity  of  the- 
products  with  which  they  experiment.  'I'he  society  directs  the  appointment  ot 
a  committee  to  report  on  this  subject.  Messrs.  Boudrimont,  Boudet,  Jung- 
tleisch,  Adrian  and  Wurlz  were  appointed  At  the  suggestion  of  Messrs.. 
Blondeau,  Boudet  and  others,  the  subject  of  hyoscyamia  was  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

Mr.  (juichard   stated   that   he   and    Mr.   Delpech  suggested,  in  iHTO.  the  cuj- 
jiloyment  of  an  alcoholic  solution  of  potas-a  in  the  preparation  of  cantbarida^. 
plaster,  and  claims  priority  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  llotber,  made  last  year. 
.\fler  the  ekction  of  three  corresponding  members    the  society  adjourned. 


I'hk  I'hak.ma'  ki  rii  ai.  I.s-TiirrK  or  thk  U.mvkiisity  ok  Strassbi  iu;  has  beer 
placed  in  charge  of  Pro!     i>r.  1'.   .\.  lliickigcr,  formerly  of  Bern,  Switzerland 
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BoGi's  Diplomas  Again. — In  our  last  volume  we  have  repeiiiedly  referred  to 
the  nefarious  trade  in  bogus  diplomas  which  had  its  head-quarters  in  Philadel- 
phia The  illegal  transactions  having  been  proved  before  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  that  body  promptly  repealed  the 
charters  of  several  so  called  universities  and  colleges.*  We  are  sorry  to  have 
to  inform  our  readers  that  this  repeal  of  its  charter  appears  to  be  invalid  in  the 
case  of  at  least  one  of  these  concerns,  as  we  learn  from  the  following,*which  we 
clip  from  a  newspaper  of  this  city  : 

•'Judge  Agnew  of  the  Supreme  Court,  has  decided  that  the  Legislature  has 
no  power  to  repeal  a  charter  granted  prior  to  the  constitutional  amendment  of 
1857,  and  that  a  committee  of  the  Legislature  has  not  the  judicial  power  to  in- 
vestigate and  declare  that  a  corporation  has  been  guilty  of  unlawful  acts.  The 
opinion  was  in  the  case  of  Allen  vs.  Buchanan,  in  which  the  validity  of  the 
Eclectic  Medical  College  charter  was  in  question,  and  the  Court  decides  that 
the  Act  of  1872.  repealing  the  charter,  was  without  legislative  force  and  void. 
'  The  corporation.'  said  the  Judge,  '  is  entitled  to  a  trial  in  due  course  of  law,  to 
ascertain  its  breach  of  duty,  before  its  charter  can  be  taken  away.  A  franchise 
is  a  valuable  privilege,  and  is  properly  in  the  contemplation  of  law  ;  and  the 
body  possessing  it  is  as  much  entitled  to  a  judicial  determination  of  its  right  or 
want  of  right  to  hold  it  as  a  natural  person  is  of  his  right  to  his  lands  or  his 
goods.' " 

Meanwhile  the  business  of  selling  diplomas  has  been  going  on  uninterruptedly 
in  Europe.  The  headquarters  of  the  European  agency  appear  to  have  been 
established  in  Jersey,  Great  Britain,  and  one  Dr.  P.  A.  van  der  Vyver  appears 
tu  act  as  chief  commissioner  for  several  of  those  concerns  who  were  supposed 
to  have  been  swept  out  of  existence  by  legislative  authority.  Advertisements 
have  appeared  in  various  publications  in  Germany,  Austria,  Spain,  and  proba- 
bly other  European  countries,  advertising,  as  we  have  been  informed,  the  Eclec- 
tic College  of  Medicine,  the  University  of  Philadelphia,  etc.,  as  willing  to  grant 
to  those  who  are  hungry  for  cheap  honors,  and  in  consideration  of  a  round  sum 
of  money,  any  desired  degree  t'n  absentia. 

AVe  call  upon  our  European  cotemporarics  to  expose  this  swindle,  and  hope 
that  measures  may  be  devised  and  proceedings  instituted  in  this  city,  which 
will  bring  the  home  offenders  to  a  speedy  justice,  and  put  a  stop  to  a  business 
which  has  for  too  long  a  time  disgraced  the  fair  name  of  a  city,  a  State,  and,  in 
fact,  of  our  whole  country. 

REVIEWS  AND  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

Manual  of  Chemical  Analysis  as  Applied  to  the  Examination  of  Medicinat 
Chemicals.  A  Guide  for  the  Determination  of  their  identity  and  Quality, 
and  for  the  Detection  of  Impurities  and  Adulterations.  For  the  use  of  Phar- 
maceutists, Physicians,  Druggists  and  Manufacturing  Chemists,  and  of  Phar- 
maceutical and  Medical  Students.  By  Frederick  Hoffmann,  Ph  D.,  Pharma- 
■eutist  in  New  York.     New  York:  D.  Appleton  &  Co..  1873.     8vo.,  pp.  .'JSa. 
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A  work  of  ihis  kind  has  long  been  neodeJ.  and  for  this  reason  alone  the  vol- 
ume would  be  heartily  welcomed,  even  if  it  had  been  loss  complete  than  it  is. 

The  book  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the  first  of  whicii  treats  of  operations, 
reagents  and  systematic  analyses,  including  the  volumetric  estimation  of  those 
'Compounds  to  which  this  mode  of  examination  is  especially  applicable.  The 
first  two  chapters  consist  mainly  of  practical  instructions,  without  entering  un- 
necessarily into  detail,  concerning  the  principal  operations  and  the  nature  and 
preparation  of  the  reagents.  The  following  chapter,  comprising  1;")  pages, 
treats  in  a  clear  and  concise  manner  of  the  systematic  course  of  chemical  analy- 
sis, and  has  a  table  appended,  showing  the  deportment  of  the  compounds  of 
the  common  metals  with  some  of  the  general  reagents,  such  as  acids,  alkalies, 
ammonium,  sulph  hydrate,  water,  etc.  The  chapter  on  volumetric  analysis  is 
devoted  first  to  a  description  of  the  requisite  apparatus  and  their  use,  which  is 
followed  by  accounts  of  the  different  kinds  of  volumetric  analysis,  performed  by 
saturation  (neutralizalionj,  precipilation,  o.xidation  and  deo.xidation. 

Part  II  is  the  most  important  part  of  the  work  before  us,  giving  an  account 
of  the  medicinal  chemicals  and  their  preparations,  their  physical  and  chemical 
characteristics,  and  directions  for  the  examination  of  their  quality  and  purity. 
Abo'Jl  two  huixlred  compounds  and  preparations  are  here  enumerated  in  alpha- 
betical order,  and  fully  considered  in  accordance  with  the  object  of  the  work. 
The  nomenclature  adopted  in  the  aliihabetical  arrangement  is  that  of  the  new 
United  .Spates  rharmacopccia,  the  Latin  ofticinal  names  being  first  given,  fol- 
lowed by  the  Latin  synonyms  in  use  in  this  country  and  in  Kurope.  and  finally 
by  the  common  English  names.  There  are  but  few  deviations  from  this  ar- 
rangement, potassa  and  soda  being  considered  under  "  I'olassii  hydras"  and 
"  Sodi  hydras,''  chlor^^l  under  "  Chlorali  hydras,"  and  the  officinal  pyrophos- 
phate of  iron  under  "  Ferri  pyrophosphas  et  aramonii  citras,'  while  under  the 
othcinal  name  "  Ferri  pyrophosphas"  the  pure  salt  is  described. 

Each  compound  is  carefully  described  according  to  its  physical  properties, 
its  solubility  in  different  menstrua,  simple  and  chemical,  and  its  Ijchavior  to 
reagents  (tests  of  identity).  This  is  followed  by  the  KxaminatiOn.uudpr  which 
heading  the  various  accidental  impurities,  resulting  from  the  processes  followed 
in  making  the  chemicals,  or  from  insutricieut  purification,  and  also  the  inten- 
tional adulterations  and  substitutions  are  considered,  and  their  detection  clearly 
and  concisely  described.  References  to  the  description  of  volumetric  assay, 
noticed  before,  are  made,  wherever  the  Compounds  allow  uf  such  an  analysis, 
within  the  scope  of  the  work. 

An  appendi.v  contains  several  valuable  tables,  and  the  work  concludes  with 
a  complete  inde.x,  embracing  the  Latin  and  English  terms. 

This  brief  outline  of  the  contents  of  this  valuable  work  is  scarcely  sufficient 
to  convey  a  correct  idea  of  all  the  information  presented  in  it.  That  directions 
for  estimating  the  morphia  strength  of  opium  and  its  tincture,  the  amount  of 
quinia  contained  in  cinchona  bark,  etc.,  have  found  appropriate  places,  might 
have  been  e.xpected. 

The  descriptions  and  directions  given  in  the  work  are  clear  and  precise,  so 
that  they  are  readily  understood  by  those  having  a  knowledge  of  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  chemistry  and  of  the  ordinary  chemical  manipulation*,  many 
of  which,  also  the  more  important  apparatus,  are  well  illustrated  by  very  good 
■wood-cuts.  The  author  has  consulted  the  latest  literature,  and  describes  all 
the  latest  processes  which  appear  to  possess  the  merit  of  ready  execution  and 
sufficient  accuracy  for  the  purposes  in  view. 

The  publishers  have  presented  the  work  in  an  attractive  style,  and  we  feel 
sure  that  those  whose  vocation  rcfjuires  the  frequent  or  occasional  examination 
of  medicinal  chemicals,  will  find  it  what  the  author  designe<l  it  to  be — a  guide 
for  the  determination  of  their  identity  and  quality. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  COPTIS  TRIFOLIA,  SALISB.— GOLDTHREAD. 

By  Edward  Z.  Gross. 

Condensed  from  an  Inaugural  Essay. 

The  essay,  which  was  accompanied  by  a  very  good  pencil  drawing 
of  the  plant  with  flowers  and  fruit,  first  gives  the  botanical  history, 
and,  after  some  general  remarks  on  the  properties,  proceeds  to  de- 
scribe the  chemical  examination. 

One  ounce  of  the  herb,  including  rhizome  and  roots,  was  coarsely 
ground  and  macerated  for  twenty-four  hours  in  cold  water,  then  trans- 
ferred to  a  displacement  apparatus  and  exhausted  with  the  same  men- 
struum, when  twelve  fluid-ounces  were  obtained.  This  was  of  a  dark 
yellowish  brown  color,  and  had  the  odor  and  very  bitter  taste  of  the 
plant.  Neither  red  nor  blue  litmus  paper  were  aff"ected  h^  it,  prov- 
ing absence  of  free  acids  or  alkalies.  The  presence  of  albumen  was 
clearly  proven  by  coagulation  with  heat. 

Tincture  of  chloride  of  iron  produced  simply  a  dark  coloration 
without  precipitation,  and  without  disappearing  when  heated;  the  in- 
fusion was  likewise  unaffected  by  solutions  of  gelatin  and  of  quinia, 
proving  the  total  absence  of  gallic  and  tannic  acids. 

The  dregs  in  the  percolator  were  next  boiled  in  water  a  short  time, 
strained  and  allowed  to  cool ;  to  the  filtered  decoction  a  few  drops  of 
solution  of  iodine,  in  iodide  of  potassium,  were  added,  without  pro- 
ducing any  change.  No  starch.  As  only  a  small  portion  of  the  in- 
fusion was  used  in  the  foregoing  experiments,  the  balance  was  heated 
to  boiling  to  coagulate  the  albumen,  filtered  and  then  evaporated, 
yielding  an  extract  of  a  brownish  black  color,  which  was  entirely  so- 
luble in  water,  and  was  possessed  of  the  characteristic  bitterness  and 

odor  of  the  plant. 
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Alcohol  tlissolveil  about  one-third  of  the  extract,  leaving  a  residue 
possessed  of  a  slightly  bitter  aftertaste.  It  was  altogether  soluble  in 
water  and  gave  no  precipitate  with  a  solution  of  iodohydrargjrate  of 
potassium,  while  the  alcoholic  solution  gave  a  dense  one.  The  alco- 
holic solution  on  evaporation  yielded  a  beautiful  garnet  colored  ex- 
tract, wholly  soluble  in  boiling,  and  only  partially  so  in  cold  water. 

A  solution  of  the  original  extract  was  made  with  water,  and  this  so- 
lution tested  for  sugar  by  Trommer's  test,  when  the  red  oxide  of  cop- 
per was  precipitated.  The  test  of  burning  was  also  tried,  and  the 
odor  of  caramel  being  given  off,  the  presence  of  sugar  was  clearly 
proven,  though  the  reduction  in  Trommer's  test,  taking  eifect  more 
readily  after  the  solution  had  first  been  boiled  with  hydrochloric  acid, 
caused  doubts  as  to  whether  in  a  free  state  or  as  a  glucoside.  It 
might  readily  be  supposed  in  the  latter  state. 

One  ounce  of  the  herb  was  macerated  with  ether  for  seven  days, 
when  it  was  placed  in  a  displacement  apparatus  and  exhausted,  and 
the  percolate,  which  was  of  a  greenish  black  color,  on  spontaneous 
evaporation,  yielded  an  extract  of  the  same  color,  which  was  proven 
to  be  fatty  resin  by  saponification  when  boiled  with  caustic  potassa  or 
soda.  The  resin  was  insoluble  in  water,  hot  or  cold,  but  completely 
soluble  in  alcohol,  and  proved  to  be  the  same  as  that  obtained  by  al- 
cohol after  the  plant  had  been  exhausted  by  boiling  water.  It  was 
only  partially  soluble  in  petroleum-benzin,  and  had  an  acrid  taste. 
While  evaporating,  the  resin  seemed  to  separate  from  the  remainder 
of  the  solution,  which  looked  like  a  whitish  fatty  oil. 

Investigation  of  the  alcoholic  tincture,  and  principles  contained  there- 
in.— Eight  avoirdupois  ounces  of  coptis  were  exhausted  with  alcohol, 
yielding  a  dark  greenish  brown  tincture  of  intensely  bitter  taste. 
This  tincture  was  evaporated  to  a  comparatively  small  bulk,  and 
strongly  acidulated  with  hydrochloric  acid,  when  a  dark  green  resin- 
like precipitate  was  thrown  down,  which  was  separated  by  filtration  ; 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  was  added  to  the  filtrate,  and  the  alco- 
hol driven  off  by  heat.  The  addition  of  water  caused  a  copious  pre- 
cipitation of  a  dark  green  resin-like  substance,  which  accumulated  as 
evaporation  was  continued,  and  assumed  a  dark  brown  and  granular 
appearance  on  cooling.  This,  and  a  precipitate  in  every  way  similar 
which  took  place  on  further  evaporation,  will  be  noticed  hereafter. 
The  supernatant  liquor,  after  the  addition  of  more  hydrochloric  acid, 
was  set  aside  for  awhile  and  deposited  a  brilliant  yellow  mass  of  a 
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crystalline  character.  The  mass  was  redissolvod  in  hot  water,  and 
again  set  aside  to  crystallize,  Berherina^ — No,  1.  The  precipitate  in 
the  last  detailed  experiment,  after  the  addition  of  more  hydrochloric 
acid,  had  a  somewhat  crystalline  structure.  This  was  boiled  in  water, 
forming  a  solution  of  bright  yellow  color,  and  leaving  a  resinous  mass 
soluble  in  alcohol  and  ether.  When  the  solution  was  acidulated  with 
hydrochloric  acid,  a  yellow  precipitate  was  formcil,  which  re-dissolved 
when  heated  ;   this  was  set  aside  for  further  examination — No.  2. 

The  mother  liquor  from  crystals  No.  1  was  heated  with  a  view  to 
driving  off  some  of  the  acid,  when  a  resin  was  precipitated  similar  in 
every  respect  to  a  deposit  spoken  of  before.  This  was  soluble  in  al- 
cohol, of  very  bitter  taste,  and,  on  spontaneous  evaporation,  yield- 
ed an  amorphous  bitter  mass  possessed  of  the  odor  of  the  plant. 
This  was  examined  with  the  crystals.  After  separation  of  the  sub- 
stances just  mentioned  from  the  liquor,  it  (the  liquor)  was  supersatu- 
rated with  carbonate  of  sodium,  when  a  precipitate  occurred,  which, 
on  being  collected  and  thoroughly  washed,  was  treated  with  alcohol, 
yielding  a  brigiit  yellow  tincture,  which  was  allowed  to  evaporate 
spontaneously.  The  alkaline  liquid  was  next  shaken  with  amylic  al- 
cohol, giving  to  it  a  bright  yellow  or  orange  color,  which  color  was 
readily  yielded  to  water  acidulated  with  sulphuric  acid.  As  the  solu- 
tion of  the  precipitate  given  by  carbonate  of  sodium  on  evaporation 
yielded  no  crystals,  it  was  supposed  that  a  sufficient  excess  of  carb. 
sodium  had  not  been  used  ;  so  the  acidulated  solution  obtained  from 
amylic  alcohol  was  treated  with  carbonate  of  sodium  in  considerable  ex- 
cess, when  a  precipitate  was  obtained  which,  on  being  well  washed  with 
aqua  ammonia,  became  almost  colorless.  This  was  dissolved  in  water 
by  the  aid  of  hydrochloric  acid,  evaporated  to  syrupy  consistence  and 
allowed  to  crystallize,  No.  3.  The  supernatant  liquid  from  the  soda 
precipitate  was  acidulated  with  sulphuric  acid,  treated  with  alcohol  to 
remove  sulphate  of  sodium,  then  evaporated  to  a  small  bulk,  and  set 
aside — No.  4. 

Exdmination  of  the  crystalline  substances. — The  crystals  from  Nos. 
1,  2  and  4,  all  answered  the  tests  peculiar  to  and  distinguishing  Ber- 
berina,  though  those  of  No.  4  were  plainer  and  no  doubt  purer — the 
first  being  more  or  less  contaminated  with  coloring  matter.  These 
tests  were  as  follows  : 

Sparing  solubility  in  ether  and  alcohol  when  cold,  more  soluble  in 
ether  when  hot,  and  entirely  so  in  boiling  alcohol.     They  were  dia- 
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solved  bj  sulphuric  acid,  giving  to  the  solution  an  olive  green  color; 
by  concentrated  nitric  acid,  a  dicp  red  coloration,  evolving  nitrous 
acid  fumes.  Caustic  alkalies  di^solve  thera,  turning  them  deep  brown. 
Their  taste  is  extreinelj  bitter. 

The  extractive  was  to  some  extent  soluble  in  water,  entirely  so  in 
alcohol ;  insoluble  in  petroleum  benzin  and  ether.  It  was  not  precip- 
itated from  its  solution  by  alkalies,  but  on  being  boiled  with  caustic 
potassa  for  a  while,  it  combined  with  it.  It  was  entirely  amorphous, 
and  its  acid  solution  gave  no  precipitate  with  iodohydrargyrate  of  po- 
tassium. 

The  crystals.  No.  3,  were  noticed  to  be  different  from  Berherina, 
first,  by  their  being  colorless,  and  next  by  the  difference  in  the  form 
of  the  precipitate  with  iodohydrargyrate  of  potassium  ;  berberina  be- 
ing flocculcnt  while  this  was  crystalline.  This  was  separated  from 
berberina  by  an  alkali,  therefore  insoluble  in  alkalies,  but  proven  af- 
terwards and  precipitated  by  thera  from  solution  ;  in  this  resembling 
hydrastia  and  oxyacanthin.  Boiled  with  caustic  potassa,  it  evolves 
the  odor  of  ammonia,  proving  presence  of  nitrogen.  It  restores  blue 
color  to  reddened  litmus.  Heated  on  platinum  foil,  it  puffs  up,  and 
at  length  disappears.  With  sulphuric  acid  and  binoxide  of  manga- 
nese or  nitrate  of  potassium,  it  dissolves,  giving  sulphurous  (?)  acid. 
"With  cold  sulphuric  acid  it  simply  dissolves,  but  on  heating,  a  pur- 
plish color  is  produced.  In  this  test  it  again  resembles  hydrastia. 
Nitric  and  hydrochloric  acids  dissolve  it  without  change.  The  crys- 
tals were  re-dissolved  in  water,  in  which  they  were  freely  soluble,  and 
from  the  solution  precipitated  by  ammonia.  Now  we  have  a  white 
powder  insoluble  in  alcohol  or  water. 

We  have  thus  far  proven  that  it  has  the  appearance  and  answers 
the'tests  of  an  organic  alkaloid,  and  that  it  forms  at  least  one  crys- 
tallizable  salt  with  an  acid.  From  all  appearances,  it  bears  the  same 
relation  to  Coptis  that  hydrastia  does  to  Bi/drastis  canadensis,  or  ber- 
bina^to  Berheris  vulgaris,  and  as  its  tests,  compared  with  the  tests 
characteristic  of  the  two  before-named,  prove  it  to  be  not  identical 
with  cither,  I  see  no  reason  why  it  might  not,  for  the  present,  or  until 
further  developments  are  made  at  least,  be  called  Coptina.  We  have 
not  had  any  opportunity  of  finding  out  its  medical  properties. 

Examination  of  the  ashes. — One  avoirdu{)ois  ounce  of  Coptis  was  in- 
cinerated in  a  crucible,  and  the  result  was  twenty  (20)  grains  of  ashes, 
which,  on  analysis,  were  found  to  contain  silica,  carbonic  acid,  iron, 
aluminium,  calcium,  magnesium  and  potassium. 
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From  the  foregoing  experiments,  the  organic  constituents  of  Coptis 
trifolia  may  be  briefly  summed  up  as  follows  : 

Albumen,  resin  and  fixed  oil,  coloring  and  extractive  matter,  lig- 
neous matter,  sugar,  berberina,  coptina.  The  herb  yields  from  4  to 
5  per  cent,  of  ashes,  of  which  one-tenth  is  silica.  This  analysis, 
proving  absence  of  tannic  and  gallic  acids,  the  plant  cannot  have  as- 
tringent, but  simply  bitter  tonic  properties.  The  bitterness  of  Coptis 
is  mainly  due  to  berberina.  To  such  as  want  to  use  the  root  in  a 
concentrated  form,  I  would  recommend  the  alcoholic  extract  as  a 
neat  and  elegant  preparation,  containing  all  the  active  properties. 


ARCTOSTAPHYLOS  GLAUCA,  LINDLEY.— MANZ ANITA. 

By  John  Henry  Flint. 

From  an  Inaugural  Essay. 

Arctostaphylos  glauca,  one  of  the  many  manzanitas,  is  a  small  tree 
or  shrub,  indigenous  to  California,  growing  principally  upon  the  west- 
ern slope  of  the  Sierras,  and  preferring  dry  and  rocky  localities.  The 
wood  is  very  hard,  white,  with  a  dark-red  heart;  the  bark  is  reddith- 
brown,  thin,  smooth,  and  adheres  very  closely  to  the  wood  ;  the  leaves 
are  pale-green,  and  quite  numerous. 

A  decoction  of  the  leaves  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  natives  in 
the  localities  where  it  is  found,  as  a  specific  in  the  treatment  of  diar- 
rhoea and  gonorrhoea. 

The  following  description  is  translated  from  De  Candolle's  "  Pro- 
dromus ;" 

"  Arctostaphylos  glauca,  Lindley.  Smooth  glaucous  ;  leaves  ovate- 
oblong,  acute,  coriaceous,  with  the  base  very  obtuse :  racemes  short, 
compound;  bracts  inferior,  scalelike;  fruit  ovate."  (The  fruit  is 
usually  depressed  globose.) 

A  quantity  of  leaves  was  reduced  to  a  coarse  powder,  decocted  with 
water,  the  decoction  strained,  and  the  tannin  removed  by  a  solution 
of  gelatin  ;  to  the  filtrate  neutral  acetate  of  lead  was  added,  the  pre- 
cipitate separated  and  washed. 

Through  the  filtrate  and  washings,  hydrosulphuric  acid  was  passed 
until  all  the  lead  was  precipitated  ;  the  sulphide  of  lead  was  removed 
by  a  filter,  and  the  liquid  evaporated  to  a  soft  extract,  treated  with 
alcohol,  filtered  and  set  aside. 

After  standing  twenty-four  hours  a  brownish-yellow  mass  was  de- 
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posited,  soluble  in  water,  alcohol  and  ether ;  sparingly  so  in  chloro- 
form, petroleum  benzin  and  bisulphide  of  carbon.  Each  of  these 
menstrua  was  tried  as  a  medium  for  obtaining  crystals,  but  without  a 
favorable  result. 

The  precipitate  with  neutral  acetate  of  lend  was  diffused  in  water, 
decomposed  by  hydrosulphuric  acid,  the  sulphide  of  lead  removed. 
The  filtrate  gave  no  evidence  ot  organic  matter  when  evaporated  on 
platinum  foil.  Barium  chloride  gave  no  precipitate,  but  on  the  addi- 
tion of  ammonia  a  yellowish  precipitate  was  thrown  down,  redissolved 
in  an  excess.  Nitrate  of  silver  gave  a  yellowish  precipitate,  dissolved 
on  the  addition  of  ammonia.  No  precipitate  was  produced  with  ferric 
chloride. 

The  leaves  yielded  42  per  cent,  of  soluble  matter  to  boiling  water. 
The  amount  of  tannin  was  ascertained  by  volumetric  analysis  with 
solution  of  gelatin  to  be  95  per  cent.  After  incinerating  the  air  dry 
leaves,  6  per  cent,  of  ashes  was  left  as  a  residue,  containing  potas- 
sium, calcium,  magnesium  and  iron. 

A  second  portion  of  leaves  was  reduced  to  a  fine  powder,  displaced 
with  alcohol,  the  percolate  evaporated  to  an  extract,  this  treated  with 
hot  water,  the  residue  separated  by  a  filter,  the  solution  precipitated 
with  neutral  acetate  of  lead,  filtered  and  washed.  Through  the  fil- 
trate and  washings  hydrosulphuric  acid  was  passed,  the  sulphide  of 
lead  was  removed  by  a  filter,  and  the  liquid  evaporated  to  the  consist- 
ence of  an  extract.  This  was  digested  with  ether,  and  the  filtrate 
allowed  to  evaporate  spontaneously. 

After  standing  several  days,  a  crystalline  mass  was  deposited,  hav- 
ing the  appearance  of  white  crystals  diffused  in  a  brownish-yellow 
coloring  matter.  This  was  proved  to  be  very  soluble  in  water,  alco- 
hol and  ether ;  slightly  so  in  chloroform,  benzin  and  bisulphide  of 
carbon. 

A  portion  was  treated  with  each  of  these  solvents,  and  shaken  with 
animal  charcoal,  filtered  and  set  aside  to  crystallize. 

When  first  filtered  the  solution  was  clear,  but  after  standing  a  few 
hours  re-assumed  the  original  color  (brownish-yellow). 

An  aqueous  solution  of  the  residue  left,  after  treating  with  ether, 
gave  the  characteristic  precipitate  of  suboxide  of  copper  with  Trom- 
mer's  test  for  grape  sugar. 

A  minute  quantity  of  the  crystalline  product  was  dissolved  in  water, 
and  the  solution  rendered  alkaline  by  ammonia,  when  phosphomolyb- 
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die  acid  produced  a  blue  color,  proving  the  crystals  to  be  arbutin 
(Jungmann's  tost). 

Kawalier's  process  for  obtaining  ai'butin  was  attended  with  the  same 
results. 

Since  my  efforts  have  been  successful  in  isolating  arbutin,  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  investigate  more  thoroughly  the  constituents  of  this 
plant,  which  seem  to  be  so  closely  allied  to  those  of   Uva  ursi. 


FLUID   EXTRACT   OF   VALERIAN   CONTAINING   GLYCERIN. 

Editor  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy. 

Dear  Sir :  In  preparing  fluid  extract  of  valerian  with  stronger  al- 
cohol according  to  the  directions  given  in  the  IT.  S.  P.,  I  was  dissat- 
isfied with  the  result,  which  induced  me  to  proceed  to  prepare  a  fluid 
extract  of  valerian,  using  as  a  menstruum  a  mixture  of  alcohol,  glycerin 
and  water,  with  a  highly  satisfactory  result. 

I  proceeded  according  to  the  directions  of  the  U.  S.  P.,  1870,  for 
making  that  class  of  fluid  extracts  which,  when  finished,  contain  four 
fluid  ounces  of  glycerin. 

After  obtaining  eighteen  fluid-ounces  of  percolate,  the  next  fluid- 
ounce  which  passed  through  was  nearly  colorless,  and  entirely  desti- 
tute of  the  odor  and  taste  of  the  root,  showing  that  the  drug  was  ex- 
hausted ;  and  having  reserved  the  first  fourteen  fluid-ounces,  after 
adding  a  fluid-ounce  of  glycerin  to  the  remaining  four  fluid-ounces, 
evaporating  to  two  fluid- ounces,  and  mixing  with  the  reserved  portion, 
I  obtained  a  fluid  extract  much  richer  and  heavier  in  appearance,  pos- 
sessing a  more  powerful  and  much  finer  odor  of  the  rhizome,  and  su- 
perior in  every  way  to  the  officinal  alcoholic  preparation. 

Valerian  in  "moderately  fine  powder,"  is  better  adapted  for  perco- 
lation with  the  above  menstruum  than  the  "fine  powder"  which  is  di- 
rected in  the  officinal  formula. 

I  deem  this  mode  of  preparation  worthy  of  bringing  forward  to  your 
notice  from  its  three-fold  advantages,  which  are — 

Its  cheapness,  when  compared  to  the  alcoholic  preparation  ;  the  less 
amount  of  evaporation  required,  and  hence  it  is  a  more  speedy  and 
consequently  less  troublesome  way ;  and  lastly  and  pre-eminently, 
the  superiority  of  the  preparation  when  completed,  both  in  a  medici- 
nal and  pharmaceutical  point  of  view. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Philadelphia,  April  3,  1873.  Munrok  Bond. 
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MAGENDIE'S   SOLUTION   OF   MORPHIA    PRESERVED    BY 
SULPHUROUS  ACID. 

The  following  letter  of  Professor  C.  Johnston,  of  Baltimore,  has 

been  kindly  placed  at  our  disposal.     Mr.  Jennings  informs  us  that  he 

uses  from  three  to  five  drops  of  the  oflScinal  sulphurous  acid  to  each 

fluidounce  of  Magendie's  solution. 

Balti.mork,  March  11,  1873. 
N.  H.  Jennings.  Esq. 

Mij  Dear  Sir:  I  beg  to  recall  your  attention  to  a  suggestion  I  made 
you  about  two  months  ago  in  reference  to  the  use  of  sulphurous  acid, 
in  procuring  solution  of  morphia  for  hypodermic  use. 

I  carried  in  my  pocket  for  a  month  a  half  ounce  vial  of  a  solution, 
two  grains  to  the  drachm,  prepared  by  you,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  the  fluid  was  clear  and  free  from  any  fungous  formation,  the  ab- 
sence of  which  might  fairly  be  attributed  to  the  sulphurous  acid.  la 
use  I  found  the  solution  to  prove  as  little  painful  as  the  ordinary  one 
of  Magendie,  and  but  very  little  more  so  than  the  simple  watery  so- 
lution. 

One  of  the  advantages  resulting  from  the  employment  of  sulphur- 
ous acid  is  the  permanent  freedom  of  the  solution  of  morphia  from 
sediment  or  growth,  whereby  a  good  supply  of  the  solution  for  hypo- 
dermic use  may  be  prepared  and  kept  ready  for  a  long  time. 

The  apothecary  and  the  physician  can  both  estimate  the  benefit  of 
this  possibility.  I  am  yours  very  truly, 

Christopher  Johnston. 


GLYCERIN  IN  FLUID  EXTRACTS. 

By  William  C.  Gill. 

Extracted  from  an  Inaugural  Essay. 

Sixteen  troyounces  of  valerian  root,  reduced  to  proper  form,  was 
exhausted  and  made  into  fluid  extract  in  the  usual  manner;  the 
result  was  a  clear  reddish-brown  preparation,  odor  and  taste  strong  of 
valerian,  and  indicating  a  good  extract.  Another  sixteen  troyounces 
was  treated,  after  Mr.  Campbell's  process,  with  a  menstruum  consist- 
ing of  alcohol,  three  parts  ;  glycerin,  one  part.  The  fluid  extract 
obtained  was  of  a  very  dark  reddish-brown  color,  with  the  character- 
istic odor  and  taste,  but  to  all  outward  appearance  much  stronger  than 
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the  preceding,  fioth  preparations  were  labelled,  dated  and  set  aside. 
At  the  expiration  of  five  weeks  the  fluid  extract  containing  glycerin 
had  changed  to  a  muddy  liquid,  very  unsightly  and  with  considerable 
precipitate;  the  other,  on  the  contrary,  remained  clear,  with  but  a 
very  slight  precipitate.  The  glycerin  preparation  was  then  filtered ; 
the  filtered  liquid  again  presenting  a  beautiful  clear  appearance,  and 
seeming  to  have  lost  but  little  of  its  strength,  and  by  many  would 
have  been  pronounced  the  best  preparation  of  the  two.  In  this 
instance  the  glycerin  served  merely  to  dissolve  the  coloring  matter 
(which  it  was  unable  afterwards  to  hold  up),  and  thus  placed  the  pre- 
paration in  a  false  light,  giving  rise  to  what  by  a  vulgar  expression  is 
called  "strong"  simply  on  account  of  its  depth  of  color. 

Similar  experiments  were  made  with  buchu,  cubebs,  lupulin  and 
ginger.  In  the  first  three  the  result  was  very  nearly  the  same  as  with 
the  valerian,  namely,  a  strong-looking  preparation,  but  one  which  in 
each  instance  precipitated  after  standing  some  time.  In  fact,  with 
the  cubebs  and  lupulin  it  was  apparent  that  glycerin  was  not  at  all 
suitable,  while  the  buchu  yielded,  instead  of  the  rich  green  color  noticed 
in  the  alcoholic  fluid  extract,  a  preparation  having  a  brownish  hue. 
The  fluid  extract  of  ginger  made  with  the  addition  of  glycerin  was, 
however,  superior  to  that  simply  made  with  alcohol,  not  only  present- 
ing a  much  nicer  appearance,  and  proving  on  dilution  to  be  equally  as 
strong,  but  remaining  permanent. 

While  performing  these  few  experiments  with  the  above  well-known 
drugs,  an  order  was  received  for  fluid  extract  of  poke  root.  Having 
previously  used  diluted  alcohol  as  a  menstruum,  and  with  considerable 
success,  we  thought  to  improve  on  the  same  by  addition  of  glycerin. 
A  dark  reddish-brown  preparation  was  the  result,  coming  up  fully  to 
OL.r  expectations;  and,  feeling  perfectly  satisfied,  we  placed  what 
remained  on  hand  after  filling  the  order,  on  a  shelf.  On  going  to 
the  bottle  some  three  weeks  after  we  found,  on  examination,  the  ex- 
tract had  gelatinized,  and  was  in  a  semi-solid  condition.  Since  then 
we  have  noticed  a  similar  change  in  several  other  fluid  extracts  which 
were  stable  before  glycerin  was  used  in  preparing  them,  yellow  dock, 
golden  seal,  and  elecampane  being  among  the  number. 

In  making  the  above  statements  we  do  not  wish  to  condemn  the  use 
of  glycerin  in  fluid  extracts ;  on  the  contrary,  we  rather  approve  of 
it;  but  its  indiscriminate  use,  as  recommended  by  many,  we  do  cer- 
tainly disapprove  of.     In  many  cases  the   use  of  glycerin  seems  spe~ 


202  Aromatic  Astringent  Si/rups.  {*"M«7i;m^ 

cially  called  for.  In  the  fluid  extract  of  senega  it  appears  to  be  the 
only  preservative  ;  for,  no  matter  what  menstruum  we  use,  if  glycerin 
is  omitted  the  preparation  will  precipitate,  while  if  this  liquid  is  used 
in  the  proportion  of  one-fourth  to  the  usual  menstruum,  a  fluid  extract 
is  obtained  which  will  remain  permanent,  with  but  very  slight  precipi- 
tation, for  an  indefinite  period. 

The  above  observations  are  more  of  a  practical  than  experimental 
nature,  and  are,  perhaps,  a  little  at  variance  with  the  ideas  generally 
published ;  though  adding  nothing  new  to  our  knowledge  of  glycerin, 
they  show  that  we  must  be  guarded  in  its  use,  and  carefully  study  the 
■composition  of  the  drug  before  using  it  as  a  menstruum. 


AROMATIC   ASTRINGENT  SYRUPS. 

By  David  G-  Potts. 

From  aD  Inaugural  Essay. 

Syrupus  Acidi  Tannici  Aromaticus — Spiced  Syrup  of  Tannin. 

R. 

Acidi  Tannici,  .  .  •     g^'  l^iv. 

Cinnamomi,  in  fine  powder,  .  si. 

Myristicae,  in  mod.  fine  powder,  .     jss. 

Glycerinae,  .  .  .  f^vi. 

Sacchari,         ....     ovii. 

Aquae,       ....  fSxxii. 

Alcoholis  Diluti,  .  .  .     q.  s. 

Mix  the  aromatic  powders,  and,  having  moistened  the  mixture  with 
a  suflBcient  quantity  of  diluted  alcohol,  pack  it  firmly  in  a  small  glass 
funnel  arranged  for  percolation,  and  gradually  pour  diluted  alcohol 
upon  it  until  one  fluid-ounce  of  tincture  has  passed.  Triturate  the 
tannic  acid  first  with  the  glycerin,  and  then  with  the  water  gradually 
added  ;  transfer  the  solution  to  a  glass  flask,  aiad  boil  for  ten  minutes, 
filter,  passing  water  through  the  filter  until  the  filtrate  measures 
twenty-eight  fluid-drachms.  To  the  filtered  solution  add  the  sugar, 
and,  having  dissolved  it  by  a  gentle  heat,  strain  while  hot.  Lastly, 
add  the  reserved  aromatic  tincture  to  the  solution  when  it  is  cold,  and 
mix   thoroughly. 

One  grain  to  the  fluid-drachm  is  the  tannin  strength  of  this  syrup. 
In  comparing  it  with  others,  to  be  subsequently  mentioned,  it  would 
seem  to  be  of  less  therapeutical  value.     My  medical  friends,  whom  I 
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have  consulted  in  tliis  dilemma,  have  approved  of  it  as  it  is,  for  the 
reason  that  for  children  a  powerful  astringent  is  ijot  needed,  but 
rather  one  just  strong  enough  to  be  absorbed  without  corrugating  or 
condensing  tlie  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach;  for  in  looseness  of 
the  bowels  it  is  not  the  local  action  on  the  stomach,  but  the  remote 
action  on  the  bowels  which  is  expected  from  an  astringent. 

It  is  stated  in  the  U.  S.  Dispensatory  (p.  958  and  978)  that  some- 
times when  an  aqueous  solution  of  tannic  acid  is  exposed  to  the  at- 
mosphere that  a  change  takes  place  with  the  partial  conversion  of 
tannic  into  gallic  acid,  and,  according  to  the  opinion  of  M.  Edmond 
Robiquet,  it  is  due  to  the  presence  of  pectase  in  the  tannin,  which, 
with  a  proper  temperature  and  in  the  presence  of  water,  acts  as  a 
ferment.  To  obviate  the  change  in  this  preparation,  the  tannic  acid 
solution  is  directed  to  be  boiled  as  recommended  by  the  above  named 
chemist,  who  asserts  that  if  a  tannic  acid  solution  be  boiled  for  some 
•time,  that  the  pectase  loses  its  properties  of  acting  as  a  ferment,  and 
the  solution  may  be  kept  indefinitely  without  change.  According  to 
Prof.  Procter  (Am.  Jour,  of  Pharm.,  Jan.,  1865,  p.  53  and  54),  the 
odor  of  commercial  tannic  acid  is  chiefly  due  to  the  odorous  principle 
of  nut-galls,  and  this  is  dissipated  in  a  great  measure  in  this  prepa- 
ration by  the  boiling,  no  odor  being  perceptible  save  that  of  the  aro- 
xuatics. 

Syrupus  Gallce  Aromaticus. 
R. 

Gallae  optimse,  in  fine  powder,  .     5ss. 

Cinnamomi,  in  fine  powder, 

Myristicae,  in  mod.  fine  powder,  aa  s'u. 

Glycerinae,  .  .  .  ^vi. 

Syrupi,  ....     Jvi. 

Spintus  Vini  Gallici,  .  .  q.  s. 

Mix  the  powders,  and,  having  moistened  the  mixture  with  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  brandy,  pack  it  firmly  in  a  small  conical  glass  percolator, 
and  gradually  pour  brandy  upon  it  until  it  commences  to  drop  ;  then 
insert  a  cork  tightly  in  the  lower  orifice  of  the  percolator  and  let  it 
stand  twenty-four  hours.  Then  withdraw  the  cork  and  continue  the 
percolation  with  brandy  until  six  fluid-ounces  of  tincture  are  obtained 
Mix  this  with  the  glycerin  and  evaporate  by  a  water-bath,  at  a  tem- 
perature not  exceeding  125°  F.,  to  three  fluid-ounces,  filter,  and 
thoroughly  mix  the  syrup. 
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The  formula  given  for  preparing  this  syrup  in  Parrish's  Pharmacy 
is,  in  mj  opinion,  unsatisfactory,  and  the  above  might  be  substituted 
for  it,  being  of  equal  strength  and  more  pharmaceutical  in  appearance 
and  manipulation.  After  preparing  this  syrup  by  several  different 
methods,  I  find  that  prepared  according  to  the  above  formula  is  the 
most  satisfactory  in  appearance,  palatableness  and  qualities  of  keep- 
ing ;  it  corresponds  in  strength  to  the  one  heretofore  in  use,  differing 
from  it  in  its  mode  of  preparation,  containing  glycerin,  also  more 
sugar,  and  having  none  of  it  caramelized,  the  advantage  of  which  is 
doubtful.  The  quantity  of  aromatics  used  in  this  formula  seem  to 
produce  so  much  oily  matter  as  to  renaer  the  syrup  slightly  opaque, 
and  would  be  improved  in  appearance  by  using  less  aromatics,  but 
wishing  to  keep  the  proportions  of  the  original  formula  is  the  reason 
I  did  not  use  less  in  preparing  this  syrup,  although  I  think  that  if  its 
preparation  be  carefully  managed,  particularly  in  adding  the  glycerin 
before  evaporating,  and  not  employing  too  high  a  temperature  in 
evaporating,  it  will  always  result  in  a  satisfactory  preparation.  The 
advantage  that  is  gained  in  adding  glycerin  before  evaporating,  is 
that  it  holds  more  of  the  soluble  matter  in  solution,  which  separates 
on  evaporating  the  alcoholic  liquid  ;  the  glycerin  also  improves  the 
palatableness  of  the  syrup  considerably. 

Syrupus  Kino  Aroynaticus. 

Kino,  in  fine  powder,  .  .     .^vi. 

Cinnamomi,  in  fine  powder, 

Caryophylli,  in  fine  powder,   . 

Myristicae,  in  mod.  fine  powder,     .      aa  ^\. 

Sacchari,        ....     5vii. 

Glycerinae,  .  .  .  f.^vi. 

Aquae,  ....     f.^xxvi. 

Alcoholis  Diluti,  .  .  :'  q.  s. 

Mix  the  aromatic  powders,  and,  having  moistened  the  mixture  with 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  diluted  alcohol,  pack  it  firmly  in  a  small  glass 
funnel  arranged  for  percolation,  and  gradually  pour  diluted  alcohol 
upon  it  until  one  fluid-ounce  of  tincture  is  obtained.  Triturate  the 
kino  first  with  the  glycerin,  and  then  with  the  water  gradually  added, 
and  filter.  To  the  filtered  solution  add  the  sugar,  and  having  dis- 
solved it  by  a  gentle  heat,  strain  while  hot.  Lastly,  add  the  reserved 
aromatic  tincture  to  the  solution  when  it  is  cold,  and  mix  them  thor- 
oughly. 
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The  value  of  kino  as  a  reliable  astringent  has  been  long  and  well 
known;  it  is  frequently  prescribed  during  the  summer  months,  when 
astringents  are  most  in  demand,  and  to  supply  this  demand  the  above 
syrup  forms  an  'aromatic  preparation  of  it,  representing  about  five 
grains  of  kino  to  each  fluid-drachm.  The  alcoholic  tincture  is  uncer- 
tain in  its  stability,  unless  sugar  be  added  at  the  time  of  preparation. 
The  syrup,  however,  is  almost  of  equal  strength,  is  stable,  palatable 
and  convenient,  especially  when  a  preparation  free  from  alcohol  is 
desired. 

Syrupus  Catechu. 
R. 

Catechu  (select),  in  fine  powder,  .     jvi. 

Sacchari,  .  .  .  ^vii. 

Glycerinaj,      ....     fSvi. 

Aquae  Cinnamomi,  .  .  f^iv. 

Triturate  the  catechu,  first  with  the  glycerin  and  then  with  the  water 

gradually  added,  and  filter.     To  the  filtered  solution  add  the  sugar, 

and  having  dissolved  it  by  a  gentle  heat,  strain  while  hot. 

This  syrup  is  of  the  same  strength  as  the  alcoholic  tincture  of 
catechu,  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia,  but  differs  from  it  in  containing  no 
alcohol  or  peculiar  extractive,  which  latter  is  the  cause  of  the  mawk- 
ish taste  in  the  tincture. 

Syrupui  Greranii  Maculati  Aromaticus. 
R 

Geranii  maculati,  in  fine  powder,        .     5iii. 

Cinnamomi,  in  fine  powder,  .  3i. 

Caryophylli,  in  fine  powder,   . 

Myristicse,  in  mod.  fine  powder,    .       aa  3ss. 

Sacchari,         ....     sviii. 

Alcoholis  Diluti,  .  .  q.  s. 

Mix  the  aromatic  powders,  and  having  moistened  the  mixture  with 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  diluted  alcohol,  pack  it  firmly  in  a  small  glass 
funnel  arranged  for  percolation,  and  gradually  pour  diluted  alcohol 
upon  it  until  half  of  a  fluid-ounce  of  tincture  is  obtained.  Moisten 
the  geranium  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  diluted  alcohol,  pack  it 
firmly  in  a  conical  glass  percolator,  and  gradually  pour  diluted  alco- 
hol upon  it,  until  one  pint  of  tincture  has  passed.  Transfer  the  liquid 
to  a  porcelain  vessel,  boil  for  a  few  minutes,  evaporate  by  a  water 
bath  to  four  fluid-ounces,  and  filter.     To  the  filtered  liquid  add  the 
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sugar,  and  having  dissolved  it  by  a  gentle  heat,  strain  while  hot. 
Lastly,  add  the  reserved  aromatic  tincture  to  the  solution  when  it  is 
cold,  and  mix  them  thoroughly. 

This  is  an  agreeable  and  efficient  astringent,  and  'is  spoken  highly 
of  by  the  late  Dr.  Eberle  in  his  work  on  the  practice  of  medicine. 
A  fluid-drachm  represents  twenty  grains  of  the  powdered  drug;  this 
would  seem  to  be  a  large  dose,  and  no  doubt  would  be,  if  tannin  were 
the  only  active  principle,  but  Geranium  maculatum  is  peculiar  in  its 
composition,  containing  both  tannic  and  gallic  acids,  and  therefore 
acts  both  as  a  local  and  remote  astringent. 

Syrupus    Staticis  AromaticuH. 
R. 

Staticis,  in  fine  powder,  .  .      ,^iii. 

Cinnamomi,  in  fine  powder,  .  ."^i. 

Caryophylli,  in  fine  powder,   . 

Myristica?,  in  mod.  fine  powder,    .      aa  5ss. 

Sacchari,         ....      .^viii. 

Alcoholis  Diluti,  .  .  q.  s. 

The  details  of  the  process  are  identical  with  those  for  the  preceding 
syrup  of  geranium. 

The  syrup  prepared  according  to  the  above  formula  furnishes  a 
preparation  of  statice  that  is  powerfully  astringent,  with  a  saline 
taste,  which  latter  is  due  to  the  presence  of  various  salts,  which  be- 
tray its  habitat.  Notwithstanding  the  taste  it  is  eligible  in  appear- 
ance, keeps  perfectly  well,  and  is  convenient  for  preparing  gargles 
and  mouths-washes,  for  which  this  drug  is  chiefly  used. 


COURT  PLASTER. 

By  Arthl-r  B.  Fhknch. 
From  an  Inaugural  Essay. 
The  author  gives  the  following  practical  details  for  making  court 
plaster,  handsomely-made  specimens  of  which  accompany  his  essay. 

The  difficulty  seems  to  be  in  most  cases  that  of  cracking  and  break- 
ing, which  fault  can  be  remedied  by  the  addition  of  glycerin.  The 
following  I  will  offer  with  a  view  of  producing  a  superior  quality  of 
court  plaster,  and  to  prevent  the  breaking. 

Russia  Isinglass,  .  Sj- 

Water,  .  .  •      Oj. 

Alcohol,  .  .  fl^j. 

Glycerin,         .  .  .  fl.'^ss. 
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Soak  the  isinglass  in  the  water  for  one  day,  then  dissolve  it  by  the 
aid  of  a  gentle  heat,  after  which  strain  it  and  add  the  alcohol  and 
glycerin.  The  mixture  being  now  ready  for  use,  is  spread  on  a  fine 
quality  of  silk  stretched  on  a  frame,  each  successive  coat  being  allowed 
to  dry  before  applying  the  next.  Ileat  should  not  be  used  in  drying 
the  plaster,  as  it  is  apt  to  drive  the  glycerin  out,  and  leave  the  plaster 
streaked. 
By  another  formula,  court  plaster  is  made  in  the  following  manner^ 
Russia  Isinglass,  .  ^iss. 

Resin,  .  .  .     3xiv. 

Alcohol, 

Water,  .  .  .  aa  q.  s. 

Glycerin,  .  .  ^ss. 

Beat  the  resin  in  a  mortar  until  perfectly  powdered,  then  dissolve 
it  in  alcohol  q.  s.,  and  mix  with  the  isinglass  solution  ;  strain  and  add 
the  glycerin. 

Court  plaster  made  in  this  way  is  very  adhesive  but  not  as  hand- 
some as  when  made  by  the  previous  formula. 

In  another  formula,  gelatin  is  used  instead  of  isinglass,  and  makes 
a  very  handsome  plaster. 

Gelatin,        .  .  .        5iss. 

Water,  .  .  Oj. 

Glycerin,     .  .  .        fl.^j. 

Soak  the  gelatin  in  the  water  for  one  day,  then  dissolve  it  by  the 
aid  of  a  gentle  heat,  and  after  it  is  dissolved  add  the  glycerin. 

This  mixture,  if  spread  on  coarse  and  heavy  silk,  makes  a  white 
and  opaque  plaster  ;  while,  if  spread  on  thin  and  finer  silk,  the  plaster 
will  be  nearly  transparent  and  of  a  yellowish  tint. 


ON  THE  TRAINING  OF  APPRENTICES. 
By  Geo.  Ude. 

The  proper  plan  of  educating  young  men  in  the  profession  of  phar- 
macy is  a  question  which  is  frequently  discussed  at  the  present  time, 
and  I  think  it  very  proper  that  this  should  be  thoroughly  done. 

The  late  Professor  Parrish  has  written  a  very  able  answer  to  a  query 
about  the  preliminary  educational  requirements  of  apprentices  who 
wish  to  enter  stores  of  pharmacy.  It  may  be  readily  seen  from  this 
essay  that  he  has  been  attached  devotedly  to  our  profession,  and  that 
the  system  of  teaching  in  schools  might  be  improved  considerably. 
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I  should  advocate  the  teaching  of  tlie  Latin  language  in  our  high 
schools,  as  it  would  not  only  be  beneficial  for  youths  entering  our  pro- 
fession, but  for  all,  in  any  kind  of  business,  as  Latin  phrases  are  fre- 
quently used  even  in  our  daily  papers.  As  to  the  plan  of  teaching 
apprentices,  there  is  a  very  large  space   left  vacant  for  improvement. 

Having  at  this  very  time  a  new  apprentice,  and  considering  the 
question  now  pending,  I  would  here  briefly  state  my  plan,  and  if  any 
of  the  profession  sees  room  for  improvement,  it  will  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  profession  at  large  to  publish  it. 

I  have,  so  far,  instructed  two.  When  the  youth  enters  his  appren- 
ticeship, I  hand  him  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  the  drugs  and  prepa- 
rations in  the  shop,  written  on  cap  paper  in  the  Latin,  English  and 
German  languages,  and  let  him  commence  with  the  names  of  those  in 
materia  medica,  not  in  rotation  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  but  in  rotation 
of  drawers  and  bottles  as  they  are  on  the  shelves.  For  instance, 
thus : 

Cetraria,  Iceland  Moss,  Islaendisches  Moss. 

Cera  alba,  White  Wax,  Weisses  Wachs. 

Cera  flava,  &c.,       Yellow  Wax,  &c.         Gelbes  Wachs,  &c. 

This  plan  may  appear  one-sided  to  some,  but  it  is  just  this  in  which 
I  have  had  occasion  to  see  how  little  the  labor  of  Wood  and  Bache  is 
appreciated  when  they  give  us  not  only  the  English  names  besides  the 
Latin,  but  also  the  German,  French,  and  in  many  instances  those  of 
different  other  languages.  Considering  that  there  are  quite  a  number 
of  Germans  in  this  city  (St.  Louis,  Mo.),  I  let  my  apprentices  study 
the  three  above  mentioned.  I  have  been  on  visits  to  some  of  my 
friends,  also  apothecaries,  and  was  informed  that  some  German  party 
would  come  in  and  ask  for  Flaxsaamen  Thee,  and  such  like  articles, 
and,  not  knowing  what  the  party  meant,  the  sale  had  been  lost. 

Certainly  it  is  a  little  trouble  to  write  say  600  or  700  names  in 
three  languages,  but  the  reward  will  be  ample. ^  Five  or  six  sheets  of 
foolscap  paper  and  a  couple  of  days'  leisure  hours  will  do  it. 

I  let  the  apprentice  learn  during  the  leisure  hours  in  the  day-time, 
and  hear  his  lesson,  say,  for  instance,  100  names,  in  the  evening ; 
and  when  he  is  cleaning  the  shelves  and  bottles,  Saturdays,  I  tell  him 
to  take  a  look  at  the  ingredients,  and  thereby  let  his  work,  be  it  as  it 
is,  a  dusty  job,  be  an  instruction  to  him. 

After  he  has  learned  the  names  I  let  him  peruse  the  U.  S.  Dispen- 
satory, and  a  small  treatise  on  chemistry,  and  another  on  botany. 
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These  three,  together  with  the  work  he  has  to  perform,  and  with 
personal  instruction,  make  him  a  good  student  for  the  College  of  Phar- 
macy and  a  reliable  pharmacist  thereafter. 


IMPROVED  FORMULA  FOR  CAMPHOR  WATER. 
By  Wm.  B.  Addington,  Norfolk,  Ya. 

R.     CamphorjB,      .....  3iv, 

Magnes.  Carb.,     ....  3ii, 

Aqu£e  Destillat.,  ....  Oiv, 

Alcohol.,  .  .  .  .  .  q.  s. 

Take  just  enough  alcohol  to  dissolve  the  camphor  and  bring  it  to  a 
liquid  state;  while  liquid  add  the  magnesia  and  triturate  (during  this 
time  the  alcohol  will  evaporate).  Then  mix  the  water,  as  usual,  and 
iilter.  By  making  a  perfect  solution  of  the  camphor,  the  particles 
are  thoroughly  divided,  whereas  by  the  U.  S.  P.  process  only  enough 
alcohol  is  added  to  break  up  the  adhesion  of  its  particles  and  reduce 
it  to  powder,  and  all  must  have  noticed  the  numerous  small  grains  of 
camphor  left  on  the  filter  by  the  present  process.  Camphor  water  is 
made  by  the  process  I  suggest  in  one-half  the  time;  magnesia  is  saved" 
by  it,  and  all  the  camphor  directed  is  taken  up  in  the  solution.  By 
the  present  process  it  is  not.  There  is  no  deposit  formed  on  the  bot- 
tom or  sides  of  the  jar  by  standing.  I  have  tried  this  formula  for 
the  last  eight  months,  and  am  vey  much  pleased  with  it. 


ON  THE  MEDICINAL  USE  OF  GREEN  SOAP. 
By  the  Editor. 
A  short  time  ago,  a  correspondent  asked  us  for  a  formula  for  Tinc- 
tura  Saponis  viridis  composita,  which  he  informed  us  was  used  in  the 
eastern  cities.  At  first  we  were  unsuccessful  in  our  endeavors  to 
comply  with  the  wish  of  our  correspondent,  until  Messrs.  Wm. 
Mclntyre  and  Gustavus  Krause  furnished  us  with  the  following  for- 
mulas, which  we  publish  below  for  the  benefit  of  our  readers. 

Commercial  soft  or  green  soap  is  usually  made  now,  wholly  or  in 
part,  from  common  whale  and  other  fish  oil.  Hemp-seed  oil,  or  rather 
a  mixture  of  it  with  various  other  liquid  fats,  has  formerly  been  used, 
but  long  since  substituted  by  almost  any  refuse  oil  which,  on  account  of 
smell,  rancidity  or  color,  is  unfit  for  other  uses.    These  oils  are  saponi- 
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fied  with  caustic  potash,  and  the  desired  green  color  is  imparted  to  it 
by  blue,  green  or  yellow  pigments,  as  may  be  required.  Frequently, 
however,  soft  soap  is  met  with  of  a  blackish,  or  rather  such  a  dirty 
color  that  it  is  diflScult  to  distinguish  a  particular  tint.  The  soft  soap 
of  the  London  Pharmacopoeia  of  1851,  and  of  the  Edinburg  Phar- 
macopseia  of  1841,  was  directed  to  be  made  from  olive  oil  and  potash. 

Green  soap  is  mainly  used  in  medicine  for  the  cure  of  itch,  and  in 
various  other  skin  diseases  ;  but,  on  account  of  its  caustic  nature,  is 
not  often  applied. 

The  following  formulas*  have  been  furnished  to  us  : 

Lotio  Saponis  viridis  [Prof.  Hehra).  Green  soap  si,  boiling  water 
Oj,  oil  of  lavender  5ss.     Mix. 

Spiritus  saponatus  kalinus  {Prof.  Hehra),  Green  soap  2  parts,  95 
per  cent,  alcohol,  1  part.     Scent  ad  libitum. 

Tinct.  Saponis  vir.  cum  pice  {Prof.  Hehra).  Green  soap,  tar,  alco- 
hol, equal  weights  of  each. 

Tinct.  Saponis  vir.  comp.  {Tilhury  Fox).  Green  soap,  oil  of  cade,t 
alcohol,  aa  si,  oil  of  lavender  f^iss.     Mix. 

Some  older  preparations  of  green  soap  we  find  quoted  in  Red- 
wood's Supplement  to  the  Pharmacopoeia,  London,  1857  : 

Freeman  s  Bathing  Spirits.  Soft  soap  6  lbs.,  camphor  8  oz.,  alco- 
hol and  water  of  each  3  galls.  The  solution  to  be  colored  with  4  oz. 
Daffy's  Elixir  (Tinct.  Sennse  et  Jalapse). 

Jackson's  Bathing  Spirits.  Soft  soap  2  lbs.,  camphor  12  oz.,  oils 
of  rosemary  and  thyme  of  each  1|  oz.,  alcohol  2  galls. 


EXTRACTUM    IPECACUANHiE   FLUIDUM.l 
By   B.  F.  McIntyke. 
The  Pharmacopoeia  of   1860  and  the  revisjon  recently  published 
give  formulas  for  the  preparation  of  Fluid  Extract  of  Ipecac.     The 
alteration  of  the  old  formula  given  in  the  new  edition,  suggested  the- 
following  experiments  to  determine  whether  the  change  is  an  improve- 
ment. 

*  Several  of  these  formulas  may  be  found  in  Naphcys'  Modern  Therapeutics.  . 
t  The  empyreumatic  oil  obtained  from  the  wood  of  Juniperiis  oxyredrns.  I 

X  Read  at  the  second  annual  meeting  and  published  in  the  Annual  Report 

of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  College  of   Pharmacy  of  the  City  of  New 
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The  results  obtained  seemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  bring  before 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Alumni. 

The  Pharmacopoeia  of  18G0  directs  that  powdered  ipecac  be 
exhausted  with  stronger  alcohol,  the  alcohol  partially  recovered  by 
distillation,  the  concentrated  extract  mixed  with  water  and  acetic 
acid,  the  filtrate  evaporated  to  a  definite  measure,  a  portion  of  alcohol 
added  to  preserve  the  preparation,  the  finished  fluid  extract  measur- 
ing 16  f.  oz.  for  every  16  Troy  oz.  powder  manipulated. 

The  details  of  this  process  will  be  considered  further  on. 

The  Pharmacopoeia  of  1870  directs  that  two  menstrua  be  used  to 
exhaust  the  powder,  the  first  a  mixture,.  (24  f.  oz.  stronger  alcohol, 
12  f.  oz.  water),  followed  with  diluted  alcohol  until  the  resultant  per- 
colate measures  32  f.  oz. ;  one-half  pint  glycerin  is  added  to  this  32 
f.  oz.  of  percolate,  and  the  whole  evaporated  at  a  temperature  not 
exceeding  140°  F. 

The  first  menstruum  given  in  the  formula  was  used  to  exhaust  the 
ipecac.  Each  successive  pint  of  percolate  from  the  drug  was  accu- 
rately weighed  at  62°  F.,  the  several  difi'erences  found,  and  the  pro- 
portional distribution  of  extract  through  the  percolate,  calculated  in 
the  manner  indicated  by  Dr.  Squibb  before  the  American  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  in  1870. 

One  pint  of  the  menstruum  weighed  6,590  grs.,  the  powder  required 
10  f.  oz.  to  moisten  it  thoroughly,  and  after  four  days  .maceration,  26 
f.  oz.,  before  the  percolation  commenced. 

A  tabular  statement  of  the  rate  of  exhaustion  is  given  : 

1  Pint  weighed  7,108  grains. 

2  '•  "  6,805       " 

3  "  "  6,670       " 

4  "  "  6,635 

5  •'  "  6,630       " 

6  "  "  6,622 


Difference 

518  grains. 

Extract 

,  1,299  grains 

215       " 

i( 

560 

80       " 

" 

200 

45       " 

«' 

112 

40       " 

" 

,100 

32       " 

" 

69        " 

930  grains. 

• 

2,340  grains. 
7,680  grains. 
5,327 

ract 

, 

. 

2,353  grains. 

Quantity  powder  percolated 
Dried  residue,  after  exhaustion 

Loss  by  percolation,  solid  extract 

The  Pharmacopoeia  percolates  2  pints.     Percentage  of  total  extract, 
80  per  cent.     Extract  in  pint  when  of  80  per  cent.,  1,859  grains. 
The   weight  of  8  f.  oz.  glycerin,  specific  gravity   1.25,  was   found 
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to  be  4,r>74  grains  ;  this,  mixed  with  tlio  first  'Vl  f.  oz.  percolate,  and 
evaporated  to  16  f.  oz.,  weighed  8,310  grains  finished  fluid  extract. 

A  practical  difficulty  presents  itself  in  the  manufacture  of  this  pre. 
paration.  Economy  of  alcohol  in  the  manipulation  of  fluid  extracts 
is  an  important  consideration,  and  this  is  paramount  whenever  it  can 
be  practiced  without  injury  to  the  preparation. 

The  Pharmacopoeia  directs  that  the  first  32  f.  oz.  percolate  be 
evaporated  at  a  temperature  not  exceeding  140°  F.,  therefore  the 
recovery  of  alcohol  from  the  tincture  is  impossible,  the  temperature 
given  is  too  low  for  distillation  ;  if  it  is  heated  to  the  boiling  point, 
the  finished  preparation  will  be  gelatinized  and  unsatisfactory. 

If  the  evaporation  is  conducted  at  140°  after  filtering,  the  finished 
fluid  extract  has  a  syrupy  consistence,  dark  rich  color,  odor  strong 
and  characteristic  of  the  drug. 

The  new  formula  provides  no  method  for  the  separation  of  the 
inert  resin,  which  is  the  troublesome  object  that  required  attention. 
The  writer  made  several  experiments,  varying  the  process,  but  ad- 
hering to  the  glycerin  and  low  temperature,  and  found  in  every 
instance  that  a  syrup  made  from  the  fluid  extract  precipitated  the 
resin,  giving  the  syrup  a  dirty  appearance,  v/hicli  is  a  cause  for  com- 
plaint. 

The  loss  of  alcohol  is  great,  first  in  the  residue  or  exhausted  pow- 
der, then  from  the  tincture,  finally  glycerin  is  added,  and  the  pre- 
paration has  gained  nothing  but  density  and  color.  Eraetia,  the 
active  principle  in  ipecac,  is  perfectly  soluble  in  alcohol  and  sparingly 
soluble  in  water,  U.  S.  Disp. — page  495. 

This  fact  suggests  stronger  alcohol  as  the  proper  menstruum,  the 
rate  of  exhaustion  is  given  below,  10  f.  oz;  stronger  alcohol  weighing 
about  5,907  grains. 

1  Pint  weighed  6,333  grains.     Difference,  426  grains. 


2     " 

6,110 

3     •' 

6,06.T 

4     " 

e.O:).") 

5     " 

6,055 

6     " 

6060 

7     " 

6,038 

Quantity  powder  percolated 
Dried  residue,  after  exhaustion 

Loss  by  percolation,  solid  extract 


^203 

1.58 

148 

148 

153 

131 

1,367 

grains. 

7,G80 

grains. 

6,320 

" 

1,360 

grains. 
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The  dried  residue,  after  powdering,  was  wet  up  with  water  (weight 
of  16  f.  oz.  water  about  7,300  grains)  and  exhausted. 

1  Pint  weighed  7,630  graius.     Difference,  330  grains.     Extract,  734  grains. 

2  "  "         7,415       "  "  115       "  "         255       " 

3  "  "         7,335       "  "  35       "  "  77       " 

480  grains.  1,066  grains. 

Quantity  residue  percolated  .  .  .  6,320  grains. 

Dried  residue,  after  exhaustion     ....       5,252      " 

Loss  by  percolation,  solid  extract  .  .  .       1,068  graius. 

The  three  pints  aqueous  percolate  when  evaporated  to  dryness, 
gave  of  extract  1,150  grains.  This  extract  has  a  perceptible  odor, 
and  in  10  grain  doses  produced  nausea  and  slight  emetic  effect ;  its 
taste  is  peculiar  and  disagreeable.  Ten  grains  of  the  extract  would 
be  equivalent  to  seventy  grains  of  the  powder,  if  the  former  had 
special  medicinal  value.  The  separation  of  resin  from  fluid 
ipecac  is  difficult ;  the  Pharmacopoeia  process  of  1800  will  not  effect 
its  removal.  The  formula  directs  10  f.  oz.  water  with  1  f.  oz.  acetic 
acid  to  be  mixed  with  the  concentrated  alcoholic  extract — the  writer 
.  has  found  it  necessary  to  use  from  five  to  ten  pints  of  water  with  1  f. 
oz.  acetic  acid  for  every  Pharmacopoeia  portion — frequently  this  dilu- 
tion is  repeated  before  the  preparation  is  free  from  resin. 

One  pint  of  fluid  ipecac,  made  by  the  old  pro(iess,  weighs  about 
7,980  grains  at  65'^F.  Fluid  extract  of  ipecac  prepared  by  the  pro- 
cess given  in  the  1860  Pharmacopoeia,  is  rarely  found  free  from  resin ; 
the  following  formula  for  syrup  of  ipecac  has  proved  reliable,  pro- 
ducing a  clear  elegant  syrup  : 

Fluid  Ipecac  f.  oz.  j. 

Water  f.  oz.  xvij. 

Gran.  Sugar,         Troy  oz.  xij. 

Dilute  the  fluid  extract  with  16  f.  oz.  water,  set  aside  for  12  hours, 
filter,  evaporate  to  6  f.  oz.,  filter,  add  through  filter  1  f.  oz.  water, 
then  dissolve  sugar  with  gentle  heat,  the  finished  syrup  to  measure 
16  f.  oz. 

The  conclusion  of  these  experiments  indicate  that  the  old  formula 
is  reliable  and  economical,  though  difficult  in  manipulation.  The 
physician  rarely  has  cause  to  criticise  the  effectiveness  of  fluid  ipecac 
when  prepared  from  good  root,  and  by  the  old  process. 
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The  Pharmacist  wants  a  Huid  extract  of  ipecac  that  will  not  pre- 
cipitate when  in  the  form  of  the  officinal  syrup. 

The  formula  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  1870  does  not  supply  this 
want. 


ON  THE  COMPARATIVE  THERAPECTICAL  VALUE  OF  SALTS 
OF  PROTOXIDE  AND  SESQUIOXIDE  OF  IRON,  AND  ON  A 
NEW  SERIES  OF  TASTELESS   IRON  COMBINATIONS.* 

By  J.  L.  A.  Creuse,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

It  is  not  my  intention  here  to  treat  on  the  medical  properties  and 
uses  of  ferruginous  compounds  as  a  class  ;  this  has  been  done  before 
me  by  more  competent  persons.  My  purpose  is  only  to  discuss  the 
relative  physiological  and  chemical  properties  of  the  various  iron 
combinations  and  describe  a  new  series  of  tasteless  ferruginous  com- 
pounds. 

Iron  has  been  used  in  medicine,  it  may  be  said,  from  time  imme- 
morial. Metallic  iron,  green  copperas,  iron  rust,  carbonate  of  iron, 
bole  armenia,  etc.,  are  mentioned  in  the  oldest  authors  on  medicine 
and  pharmacy.  It  seems  also  that  in  former  times  little  importance 
was  attached  to  the  peculiar  form  in  which  iron  was  administered. 
Some  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago,  however,  a  decided  preference  began 
to  be  shown  for  metallic  iron,  finely  comminuted,  and  for  the  proto- 
salts  of  iron.  It  was  thought,  then,  that  the  easy  solubility  of  those 
preparations  in  the  stomach  was  a  great  advantage,  and  that  theory 
gave  rise  to  a  number  of  officinal  remedies  like  iron  by  hydrogen, 
Vallet's  mass,  proto-iodide  of  iron,  etc.,  etc.,  well  known  to  all  Phar- 
macists. 

But  of  late  years,  especially  since  the  discovery  of  the  citro-am- 
monical  pyrophosphate  of  iron,  by  Robiquet,  my  old  master,  salts  of 
sesquioxide  of  iron  have  been  steadily  growing  into  favor.  It  has 
been  argued,  with  reason,  that,  since  iron  in  human  economy  is  in- 
variably found  in  the  shape  of  sesqui-salts,  such  compounds  should 
be  preferred  to  all  others  whenever  iron  is  indicated.  I  may  add, 
also,  that  it  is  always  in  the  form  of  sesqui-salts  that  iron  exists  in 
all  vegetable  and  animal  substances  which  compose  human  food,  and 
that  metallic  iron  or  its  proto-salts  cannot  be  mixed  with  the  simplest 
aliments   without   completely  decomposing   them.     Protoxide  of  iron 

*  Read  at  the  second  annual  meeting  and  published  in  the  annual  report  of 
the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Colllege  of  Pharmacy  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
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is  as  unyielding  as  it  is  unstable  :  when  you  have  combined  it  with 
strong  acids  you  can  go  no  further  with  its  salts ;  you  can  do  nothing 
with  them,  not  even  an  alum.  Sesquioxide  of  iron,  on  the  contrary, 
is  a  perfect  Proteus  ;  sometimes  a  base,  sometimes  an  acid,  it  is  al- 
ways ready  to  enter  into  some  combination  or  other  on  the  slightest 
provocation. 

In  a  paper  published  some  time  ago  I  demonstrated  that  nearly  all 
the  insoluble  sesqui-salts  of  iron  could  be  combined  with  the  alkaline 
citrates,  forming  soluble  and  tasteless  compounds,  to  which  I  gave  the 
name  of  quadruple  citrates. 

Since  then,  further  experiments  have  shown  me  that  other  vege- 
table salts,  besides  the  citrates,  possessed  also  the  same  property,  and 
that  not  only  the  insoluble  but  also  the  soluble  sesqui-salts  of  iron 
could  form  similar  combinations. 

In  other  words,  I  may  lay  down  this  rule  :  All  the  salts  of  sesqui- 
oxide of  iron,  without  exception,  soluble  or  insoluble,  form  combinations 
with  all  the  alkaline  citrates^  tartrates  and  oxalates.  Such  combinations 
are  invariably  green,  whatever  may  be  the  color  of  the  iron  salt ;  they 
are  all  soluble  in  water,  nearly  insoluble  in  alcohol ;  they  are  all  free 
from  ferruginous  taste,  all  perfectly  stable,  and  miscible  with  prepa- 
rations of  Peruvian  bark  without  decomposition.  In  all  of  them  the 
presence  of  iron  is  so  disguised  ae  not  to  be  detected  by  chemical 
reagents,  unless  after  the  addition  of  strong  acids  or  sulphuretted 
hydrogen,  both  of  which  destroy  the  combination. 

In  other  papers  I  have  described  the  soluble  compounds  obtained 
in  combining  the  phosphate,  hypophosphate,  valerianate  and  arseniate 
of  iron  with  the  alkaline  citrates.  In  this  I  will  merely  describe  the 
tasteless  combinations  of  the  alkaline  citrates  with  iodide,  chloride, 
sulphate  and  nitrate  of  iron. 

Tasteless  Iodide  of  Iron. 

This  is,  no  doubt,  the  most  important  of  the  whole  series,  both 
therapeutically  and  chemically ;  therapeutically,  because  iodide  of 
iron  is  admitted  to  be  the  best  of  all  iron  combinations ;  chemically, 
because  all  the  reactions  happening  during  its  preparation  are  so  re- 
markable and  so  easy  to  follow  with  accuracy  as  to  be  likely  to  give 
a  key  to  the  real  composition  of  the  rest  of  the  series — a  result  which 
can  hardly  be  obtained  with  any  of  the  other  similar  combinations. 

The  salt  is  obtained  in  the  following  manner :   126,3  grs.  (1  eq.)  of 
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iodine  are  first  combined  with  metallic  iron,  in  the  usual  way  to  ob- 
tain the  proto-iodide  of  iron  ;  this  is  filtered,  and  03  grs.  {\  eq.)  of 
iodine  are  dissolved  into  it.  Then,  a  solution  of  201  grs.  (1  eq.)  of 
citric  acid  saturated  with  a  fixed  alkali,  such  aa  potassa,  for  instance^ 
is  added  by  small  portions  to  the  sesqui-iodide  of  iron.  The  ferru- 
ginous solution  which  is  at  first  of  a  ruby  red  color  and  has  a  strong 
smell  of  iodine,  becomes  lighter  by  degrees,  till  as  the  last  drop  of 
citrate  is  added,  it  takes  a  bright  apple  green  color  ;  at  the  same  time, 
all  smell  of  iodine,  all  taste  of  iron  have  disappeared  ;  the  solution 
strikes  no  color  on  Starch  paper,  and  gives  no  precipitate  with  either 
tannin  or  ferrocyanide  of  potassium.  It  may  be  then  evaporated  at 
a  low  heat,  with  gentle  stirring  to  dryness,  when  it  gives  a  green  mass 
formed  of  very  small  acicular  crystals,  looking  somewhat  like  cauli- 
flowers. It  is  tasteless,  perfectly  stable,  unless  exposed  to  direct  sun- 
light, and  may  be  exhibited,  in  the  shape  of  syrup,  elixir,  solution, 
tincture,  pills,  etc.  The  dose  of  it  need  not  be  more  than  one-half  of 
that  of  the  proto-iodide  of  iron,  as  it  is  absorbed  much  more  readily. 

Chemically,  this  iodide  of  iron  seems  to  be  a  combination  in  which 
sesqui-iodide  of  iron  plays  the  part  of  an  acid  and  the  alkaline  citrate 
that  of  a  base  ;  but  the  subject  requires  further  investigations  before 
it  can  be  decided  with  complete  certitude. 

The  other  alkaline  citrates  may  be  used  instead  of  citrate  of  potas- 
sa;  similar  combinations  may  also  be  obtained  with  the  alkaline  tar- 
trates, oxalates,  and  malates,  but  none  are  so  tasteless,  and  especially 
none  so  ntahle  as  the  one  just  mentioned. 

I  must  add  a  few  words  on  this  subject  which  is  a  most  important 
one,  for  the  same  remarks  may  be  applied  to  all  the  other  analogous 
iron  combinations,  pyrophosphate  included.  On  reading  the  above 
process,  some  may  think  that,  after  all,  tbc  product  is  only  a  mixture 
of  citrate  of  iron,  iodide  and  iodate  of  potassium.  But,  aside  of  the 
fact  that  the  different  ingredients  are  not  in  prdportiou  to  form  such 
com'binations,  chemical  tests  show  that  such  is  not  the  case.  Citrate 
of  iron,  for  instance,  is  of  a  ruby  red  color  and  turns  immediately  ink 
black  on  the  addition  of  tannin,  while  tasteless  iodide  of  iron  is  bright 
green  and  is  not  colored  black  by  tannin,  but  only  turned  to  a  light 
purple  hue,  after  some  time.  Iodide  of  potassium  dissolves  iodine 
freely  :  the  new  salt  dissolves  it  but  sparingly,  unless  when  in  a  con- 
centrated solution.  Iodate  of  potassium  is  colored  red  by  solutions 
of  morphia  :  no  coloration  is  produced  by  them  in  solutions  of  the  new 
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salt.    This  la.st  reaction  is  important,  as  iodate  of  potassium  is  deemed 
poisonous  by  some  physicians. 

Tasteless  Chloride  of  Iron. 

Sesqui-chloride  of  iron,  the  salt  whicii  enters  in  the  preparation 
generally  known  as  tincture  of  muriate  of  iron,  has  the  property  of 
forming  combinations  precisely  similar  to  those  of  the  sesrjui-iodide. 
If  an  alkaline  citrate  be  added  to  a  solution  of  sesqui-chloride  of  iron, 
in  the  proportion  of  two  equivalents  of  the  former  to  each  three  equiv- 
alents of  chlorine,  a  new  salt  will  be  obtained  of  a  green  color,  quite 
tasteless,  and  miscible  with  vegetable  preparations  such  as  infusions 
of  bark,  quassia,  etc.,  without  change  or  discoloration. 

This  tasteless  muriate  of  iron  may  be  dissolved  in  diluted  alcohol 
in  the  proportion  required  by  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  the  United  States  ; 
it  forms,  then,  a  tincture  of  muriate  of  iron,  which  is  as  superior  to 
the  old  one  as  a  civilized  man  is  above  a  barbarian.  Its  effects,  I 
know,  from  experience,  are  fully  equal  to  those  of  the  officinal  tinc- 
ture. 

I  cannot  give  the  exact  weight  of  citric  acid  required  for  a  given 
quantity  of  the  officinal  tincture  of  muriate  of  iron,  on  account  of 
the  great  variation  in  the  strength  and  acidity  of  that  preparation, 
but,  on  an  average,  120  to  140  grains  of  citric  acid  saturated  with 
either  soda  or  ammonia  will  answer  for  one  fluid-ounce  of  the  tincture. 
This  is  to  be  added  to  the  iron  solution  before  the  alcohol,  and  the  al- 
coholic strength  of  the  tincture,  when  finished,  must  not  be  more  thau 
30  or  40  p.  c.  instead  of  70  p.  c,  as  usual. 

The  sesqui-sulphate  and  the  scsqui-nitrate  of  iron  forpi  also  combi- 
nations precisely  alike  to  those  described  above,  but  present  no  spe- 
cial interest  to  be  entitled  to  more  than  a  simple  mention. 

All  these  combinations,  however,  lack  the  property  of  coagulating 
the  blood,  and  for  that  reason  cannot  be  used  as  styptics  in  cases  of 
hemorrhagia,  etc.  The  old  officinal  pr(,parations  will  have  to  be  re- 
tained for  external  use,  the  only  thing  they  are  fit  for  in  a  civilized 
community. 

Note. — The  tasteless  Iodide  of  Iron  has  been  patented,  but  with  no  inten- 
tion of  interfering  with  any  Druggist  who  wishes  to  make  it  himself  for  his  owiv 
dispensing. 
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ON  THE  PREPARATION  OF  PURE  PROTIODIDE  OF  MERCURY.* 

By  Jules  Lkfokt. 

Protiodide  of  mercury  as  at  present  prepared,  is  often  a  mixture  of 
protiodide  and  metallic  mercury  with  more  or  less  of  biniodide,  and 
though  it  is  not  difficult  to  remove  the  last  named  compound,  the  con- 
taminating metal  cannot  be  separated.  To  prepare  the  protiodide  by 
double  decomposition,  it  was  necessary  to  find  a  mcrcurous  salt,  neu- 
tral in  its  reaction  and  readily  soluble  in  water.  The  author  has 
found  these  conditions  in  the  hitherto  unknown  double  salt  of  pyro- 
phosphate of  sodium  and  mercurous  acetate,  which  must  be  placed  in 
the  same  category  with  the  double  pyrophosphates  investigated  by 
Persozf  and  PahlJ. 

The  new  double  salt  crystallizes  in  handsome  needles,  which  alter 
on  prolonged  contact  with  the  air,  but  dissolve  readily  in  water  without 
decomposition.  The  solution  yields  with  potassium  iodide  a  greenish 
yellow  precipitate  of  mercurous  iodide,  having  exactly  the  composition 
Hgl ;  in  the  reaction,  the  pyrophosphate  of  sodium  plays  no  other 
part  except  that  of  a  solvent  for  the  mercurous  acetate. 

To  prepare  the  double  salt  60  grams  of  pure  crystallized  pyrophos- 
phate of  sodium  are  dissolved,  with  the  aid  of  heat,  in  300  grams  of 
distilled  water  ;  when  cool,  30  grams  of  mercurous  acetate  are  added 
to  the  solution,  and  the  mixture  stirred  from  time  to  time.  If  the 
pyrophosphate  is  chemically  pure,  the  mercurous  salt  will  completely 
dissolve  without  the  least  decomposition.  Usually,  however,  a  partial 
decomposition  has  occurred  during  the  conversion  of  the  ordinary 
phosphate  into  the  pyrophosphate  of  sodium  by  the  prolonged  heat, 
and  a  small  quantity  of  the  mercurous  acetate  is  then  decomposed 
into  mercuric  salt  and  metallic  mercury,  which,  however,  has  no  other 
effect  upon  the  mercurous  iodide  except  to  somewhat  lessen  the  yield. 

To  the  filtered  solution  an  equal  volume  of  djstilled  water  is  added, 
and  afterwards  in  small  quantities  with  continued  agitation,  a  solution 
of  30  grams  iodide  of  potassium  in  one  litre  of  distilled  water.  The 
precipitate  is  at  first  brownish  green,  afterwards  green,  resembling 
the  green  oxide  of  chromium  ;  but  after  settling,  it  has  a  greenish 
yellow  color,  so  that  the  salt  is  probably  polychromatic. 

*  Abstract  of  a  paper  read  before  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Paris,  and 
published  in  the  Journal  de  Pharmacie  et  de  Chimic.  1873,  April,  p.  267—270. 
t  Journal  de  Pharmacie  et  de  Chiraie,  3  ser.  xii,  p.  218. 
X  Bulletin  de  la  Societe  Chimique,  xix,  1873,  p.  115. 
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Neither  iodine  or  raercurj  is  set  free  during  any  stage  of  the  pre- 
cipitation, as  in  the  case  of  mereurous  nitrate  and  iodide  of  potassium. 
If  the  solution  of  pyrophosphate  of  sodium  and  mereurous  acetate 
contains  some  mercuric  acetate,  a  pale  red  coloration  of  the  liquid 
will  be  produced  towards  the  close  of  the  reaction  by  the  separation  of 
biniodide  of  mercury,  which  is  easily  removed  by  a  slight  excess  of 
potassium  iodide,  the  dilute  solution  of  this  salt  not  decomposing  the 
protiodide  of  mercury  while  it  readily  dissolves  the  biniodide.  It  is 
well  not  to  omit  the  precaution  of  testing  the  precipitate  for  this  con- 
tamination, by  wasliing  a  portion  with  hot  alcohol.  The  precipitate 
is  washed  with  cold  water  by  decantation,  collected  upon  a  filter  and 
dried  at  a  moderate  temperature,  protected  from  the  light. 

It  is  true  that  this  process  is  more  costly  than  those  described  in 
standard  works,  but  the  quality  of  the  product  is  such  that  these  ob- 
jections amount  to  nothing. 


.SELECTED   FORMULAS   FROM    PHARMACOF(EA  GERMANICA. 

By  THE  Editor. 
(Continued  from  page  163  of  last  number.) 

Mixtura  gummosa.  Finely  powdered  gum  arable  and  sugar,  each 
15  p.;  distilled  water  170  parts. 

Mixtura  oleoso-bahamiea,  s.  Bahamum  vitce  Hoffmanni.  3  parts 
of  balsam  of  Peru,  1  part  of  each  of  the  volatile  oils  of  lavender, 
cloves,  Chinese  cinnamon,  thyme,  lemon,  mace  and  orange-flowers, 
240  parts  of  90  per  cent,  alcohol. 

Mixtura  sulfurica  aeida,  s.  Elixir  aeidum  Ilalleri.  Add  gradually 
sulphuric  acid,  1  part,  to  90  per  cent,  alcohol,  3  parts. 

Mixtura  [Aqua)  vulneraria  acicla  s.  Thedenii.  Vinegar,  6  p.;  68 
per  cent,  alcohol,  3  p.;  dilute  sulphuric  acid  (sp.  gr.  1*113 — 1-117), 
1  p.;  purified  honey,  2  parts.     Mix  and  filter. 

Mucdago  Cydonice.  Quince  seed,  1  p.;  rose  water,  50  p.  Mace- 
rate for  half  an  hour,  with  frequent  agitation,  and  strain. 

Mucilago  [Deeoctum)  Salep.  Put  1  part  of  powdered  salep  into  a 
flask  containing  10  parts  of  cold  water,  and  mix  well  by  agitation  ; 
then  add  90  parts  of  boiling  water,  and  shake  the  mixture  continu- 
ously until  cool. 

Oxymel  Calchici.  Mix  vinegar  of  colchicum,  1  part,  with  clarified 
honey,  2  parts.    Evaporate  to  2  parts,  and  strain. 
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Oxymel  Scillce  is  prepared  in  the  suuic  manner  from  vinegar  of 
squill. 

Oxymel  simplex.  Acetic  acid,  No.  8,  1  p.;  clarified  honey,  40  p^ 
Mix. 

Pasta  gummosa  8.  AWuva'  is  the  well-known  so-called  marsh-mallow 
paste,  and 

Pasta  Liquiriti(e  s.  Gli/cyrrhiza!  is  sold  here  under  the  name  of 
jujube  paste. 

Pilulce  aheticw  fcrratw  8.  Pit.  Italicce  nigrce.  Equal  parts  of 
exsiccated  sulphate  of  iron  and  powdered  aloes  are  mixed,  and  with 
alcohol  formed  into  pill^,  each  weighing  10  centigrams. 

Pilulce  Jalapiv.  Jalap  soap,  3  p.;  powdered  jalap,  1  part.  The 
pills  to  weigh  10  centigrams. 

Sapo  Jalapi7iu8,  Jalap  soap,  is  made  by  dissolving  4  parts  each  of 
resiu  of  jalap  and  of  medicated  soap  (made  of  olive  oil  and  soda)  in 
8  parts  of  68  per  cent,  alcohol,  and  evaporating  to  9  parts. 

Piluhv  odontalgica\  tooth-ache  pills.  5  grams  each  of  powdered 
opium,  belladonna  root  and  pellitory,  7  grams  yellow  wax,  2  grams 
expressed  oil  of  almond  and  15  drops  each  of  cil  of  cajeput  and 
cloves,  are  mixed  in  a  warm  mortar  until  a  pill  mass  is  obtained^ 
"which  is  divided  into  pills,  each  weighing  5  centigrams. 

Plumbum  tannicum  pnltiforme  s.  Cataplasma  ad  decidntum.  8  p. 
of  cut  oak  bark  are  boiled  with  sufficient  water,  for  half  a<i  hour,  to 
obtain  a  decoction  weighing,  after  straining,  40  parts  ;  this  is  mixed 
with  4  parts  of  solution  of  subacetate  of  lead,  the  precipitate  collected 
upon  a  filter,  and  when  weighing  about  twelve  parts  transferred  into 
a  suitable  vessel  and  mixed  with  one  part  90  per  cent,  alcohol. 

Potio  Riveri,  an  effervescing  neutral  mixture,  prepared  of  4  parts 
citric  acid,  190  p.  distilled  water,  and  0  p.  purc' carbonate  of  sodium. 

Pulvis  acrophorus.  Bicarbonate  of  sodium,  10  p.;  tartaric  acid,  D 
parts;  sugar,  10  parts.  The  articles  are  separately  reduced  to  a  very 
fine  powder,  thoroughly  dried,  and  then  mixed. 

Pulvis  aerophorus  Anglicus  =  Soda  powders. 

Pulvis  acrophorus  laxans  =  Seidlitz  powders. 

Pidvis  arsenicalis  Cosmi.  Cinnabar,  120  parts;  animal  charcoal, 
'^  p.;  dragon's  blood,  12  p.;  arsenious  acid  40  parts.  Mix  thoroughly 
to  a  fine  powder. 
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Puhis  gummosus.  Powdered  gum  arable,  3  parts  ;  liquorice  root, 
2  p.;  sugar,  1  part.     Mix. 

Pulvis  ad  Limonadam  s.  F.  refrigerans  Ph.  Bad.  Powdered 
sugar,  120  grams;  citric  acid,  10  grams;  oil  of  lemon,  1  drop.    Mix. 

Pulvis  Magnesia'  cum  llheo,  s.  J\  iiifantum  s.  antaeidus.  Carbon- 
ate of  magnesium,  60  p.;  fennel  oil  sugar,  40  p.;*  rhubarb,  15  parts. 
Mix  thoroughly.  » 

Pidvis  temperans  s.  refrigerans  Ph.  Germ.  Nitrate  of  potassium, 
1  p.;  cream  of  tartar,  3  p.;  sugar,  G  parts.     Mix. 

(To  be  continued.) 


GLEANINCJS  FROM  THE  EUROPEAN  JOURNALS. 
By  tiik  Editor. 
Carbazotate  (Picrate)  of  Ammonium  is  again  recommended  in  in- 
termittent fevers   by  Dr.  Dujardin-Bcaumetz,  who  from   his  observa- 
tions arrives  at  the  following  conclusions  : 

1.  Carbazotate  of  ammonium  is  very  efficacious,  in  intermittent 
fevers. 

2.  The  disease  may  be  suppressed  by  the  use  of  from  2  to  4  centi- 
grams (^  to  j'y  grains)  of  carbazotate  in  24  hours. 

3.  In  such  a  dose  the  medicine  produces  no  ill  effects,  and  appears 
even  to  be  better  borne  than  sulphate  of  quinia. 

4.  The  preparation  of  carbazotate  of  ammonium  is  not  connected 
with  any  danger. f 

5.  The  physiological  action  of  carbazotate  of  ammoif^um  is  very 
analogous  to  that  of  sulphate  of  quinia. 

6.  It  deserves  to  be  generally  used,  and  appears  to  replace  quinia 
in  a  great  number  of  cases. — Repertoire  de  Pharm.,  1873,  12. 

Syrup  of  lacto-p>hosphate  of  calcium  is  prepared  by  Ch.  Meniere  by 
dissolving  1  gram  white  lactate  of  sodium  and  4  grams  soluble  acid 
phosphate  of  calcium  in  a  small  quantity  of  water,  and  adding  the 
solution  to  395  grams  of  simple  syrup.  The  preparation  Is  flavored 
with  some  essence  of  lemon. — Ibid.^  37. 

*The  oil  sugars,  elajosacchara,  contain  1  drop  of  volatile  oil  to  2  grams  of 
powdered  sugar. 

t  The  potassium  and  many  other  salts  of  picric  acid  are  very  explosive;  the 
ammonium  salt,  when  rapidly  heated,  burns  without  explosion. — Editor  Amkr. 
^  JouRN.  Pharmacy. 
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^^Decomposition  of  Hydrate  if  (.'hloral.  Hydrate  of  chloral  contain- 
ing the  elements  for  formic  acil  and  chloroform  (CJIClj02,H202=C, 
HCI3-I-CJI.OJ  is  split  into  these  two  bodies  by  the  action  of  alkalies. 
H.  Byasson  has  observed  a  similar  decomposition  under  the  combined 
influence  of  glycerin  and  heat.  On  heating  a  solution  of  1  part  of 
chloral  hydrate  in  5  parts  of  syrupy  glycerin,  a  reaction  commences 
at  about  110°  C.  (230°  F.),  and  continues  regularly  to  about  230°  C. 
(446°  F.),  when  the  glycerin  is  much  colored  and  thick.  The  decom- 
position products  have  distilled  over,  and  the  liquid  separates  into 
two  layers,  the  lower  of  which  consists  of  chloroform,  while  the  upper 
layer  contains  formic  acid,  hydrochloric  acid,  formiate  of  allyl  and 
chloral  hydrate  dissolved  in  water.  As  a  mean  of  three  operations, 
100  chloral  hydrate  yielded  31  chloroform.  The  other  products  are 
in  small  proportions  and  the  result  of  secondary  decomposition  ;  hy- 
drochloric acid  results  from  the  decomposition  of  some  chloroform, 
and  formiate  of  allyl  from  the  decomposition  of  glycerin  under  the 
combined  action  of  heat  and  nascent  formic  acid.  To  obtain  the  re- 
sults aij  described,  it  is  important  that  the  glycerin  should  be  syrupy ; 
if  water  had  been  previously  added,  the  greater  part  of  the  chloral 
will  distil  over  undecomposed. — Journ.  de  PJiarm.  et  de  Chim.,  1873, 
April,  288—290. 

(Composition  of  some  Nostrums.  "Apotheker  Zeitung,"  1873,  No. 
9,  gives  the  following  composition  of  two  American  patent  medicines, 
copied  from  "  Industrie-Blatter"  : 

Five-minute  fragrant  Pain-curer  of  the  so-called  New  York  Med- 
ical  University  :  Ether  6  grams,  glycerin  21,  table-salt  34  and  water 
170  grams. 

Dr.  Pierce's  favorite  prescription  for  the  cure  of  those  chronic 
weaknesses  and  complaints  peculiar  to  females :  From  savin  10,  aga- 
ric 5,  cinnamon  o,  pale  cinchona  10  grams,  a  decoction  of  220  grams 
is  obtained,  to  which  are  added  10  gm.  gum  arabic,  0  gm.  sugar,  2  gni. 
tincture  of  digitalis,  2  gm.  tincture  of  opium,  and  8  drops  oil  of  star 
anise  dissolved  in  45  grams  of  alcohol. 

Pure  Gallotannic  Acid.  .Julius  Loewe  has  endeavored,  by  a  series 
of  elaborate  experiments,  to  determine  the  composition  of  pure  gallo- 
tannic acid  and  its  relation  to  gallic  acid.  Commercial  tannin  was 
purified,  1,  by  dialyzing  its  alcoholic  solution  through  a  porous  clay  , 
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vessel,  evaporating  the  dialyzed  portion  and  taking  up  by  ether;  2,  by 
drying  it  for  several  months  over  sulphuric  acid,  taking  up  with  anhy- 
drous ether,  agitating  the  solution  with  water  and  evaporating  the 
lower  stratum ;  3,  by  dissolving  it  in  a  mixture  of  equal  volumes  of 
water  and  saturated  table-salt  solution,  saturating  the  liquid  with 
pure  table-salt,  treating  the  precipitate  in  the  same  manner,  then  dis- 
solving it  in  dilute  solution  of  table-salt,  and  extracting  the  pure  tan- 
nin by  acetic  ether. 

The  resulting  dense  white  or  yellowish  powder,  which  had  been 
dried  at  120°  C.  (248°  F.),  yielded,  by  ultimate  analysis,  results 
which  closely  agreed  with  the  composition  of  gallic  acid  (C^Hj^Oao), 
minus  20.  Gallotannic  acid  may,  however,  be  converted  into  gallic 
acid  in  an  atmosphere  entirely  devoid  of  oxygen ;  the  latter  cannot, 
therefore,  be  a  product  of  oxidation  of  the  former.  On  exposing 
pure  tannin  for  several  hours  in  an  air-bath  to  a  temperature  of  14(> 
—145°  C-  (284—293=  F.),  a  loss  in  weight,  due  to  expelled  water,, 
was  observed,  and  the  residue  agreed  better  with  the  formula  given 
by  Mulder,  C^^gf)^.  This  appears  to  be  the  correct  empirical  for- 
mula ;  the  tannin,  however,  even  when  dried  at  120°  C,  persistently 
retains  a  little  water. 

That  tannin  is  not  merely  the  anhydride  of  gallic  acid,  but  that  on 
conversion  into  the  latter  the  grouping  of  the  elements  must  be 
changed,  is  proven  by  the  action  of  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  upon 
the  two  compounds  at  the  temperature  of  the  water-bath.  Gallic  acid 
yields  under  these  conditions  rufigallic  acid,  while  gallotannic  acid 
gives,  under  the  evolution  of  much  sulphurous  acid,  a  brown  amorphous 
product  which  is  not  related  to  rufigallic  acid. 

An  aqueous  solution  of  pure  tannin  is  not  affected  by  exposure  to 
the  light,  if  the  atmosphere  be  excluded. — Zeitschr.  f.  Anal.  Chemie^ 
1872,  xi,  365—381. 

Estimation  of  Alcohol  in  Chloroform.  Dr.  A.  C.  Oudemans,  .Jr., 
recommends  to  agitate  in  a  flask  7  to  10  c.e.  of  the  chloroform  at  a 
temperature  of  17°  C.  (62-6°  F.  i  with  an  excess  of  dry  cinchonia. 
After  an  hour  the  liquid  is  filtered,  the  funnel  being  kept  covered 
with  glass,  and  5  c.c.  of  the  filtrate  are  evaporated  in  a  tared  capsule. 
From  the  weight  of  the  dissolved  cinchonia  the  alcohol  may  be  esti- 
mated by  the  following  table,  in  which  the  alcohol  is  given  in  per  cent, 
by  weight,  and  the  solution  i5  c.c.    meastired  at  17"  C. : 
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The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  cinchonia  soluble  in  100 
parts  of  chloroform  containing  the  percentage  of  alcohol  stated: 
Containing  0  per  ct.  .ilcohol.  n'JS  ciuch.     Containing    r>  per  ct.  alcohol,  2-96  cinch. 

"  1        "  "         0-90       "  "  6        "  "         3-39  " 

"  2       '•  "        1-46       "  "  7       "  "        3-79  " 

"  3        '•  1-99        "  "  8        '•  "         4-16  " 

'■  4        •■  •'         2'49        "  "  9        "  "         4-48  " 

"  10        "  "         4-76  " 

The  cinchonia  is  best  prepared  for  the  above  purpose  by  precipi- 
tating with  ammonia  a  solution  of  a  pure  cinchonia  salt  in  weak  alco- 
hol ;  the  alkaloid  is  then  obtained  in  microscopic  crystals,  which  are 
readily  so\nh\e.—Ibul.,  409,  410. 


Stinutcs  0f  %  f  Inlabdp^ia  Cfllltgt  of  flrarmarii. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  was  held  at  the 
College  building  March  3lst,  1873.  35  members  present.  Dillwyn  Parrish, 
President,  in  the  chair.  In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary,  Charles  Bullock,  Jo- 
seph P.  Remington  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  which  were  adopted. 

The  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  were  read  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board,  AVm.  C.  Bakes,  and  approved.  The  minutes  inform  that  at  the  52d  an- 
nual Commencement  of  the  College,  held  at  the  Academy  of  Music,  on  the  18th 
inst.,  the  diploma  of  the  College  was  conferred  tpon  94  graduates,  the  valedic- 
tory address  being  delivered  by  Prof.  Robert  Bridges. 

Wm.  C.  Bakes,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Hpnorary  Membership,  re- 
ported that  acknowledgments  of  receipt  of  certificates  had  been  received  from 
several  honorary  and  corresponding  members. 

The  Committee  on  Sinking  Fund  reported  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  College, 
■deposited  in  the  Western  Saving  Fund,  of  82677  90. 

After  some  discussion,  the  following  resolution,  presented  by  Robert  Shoe- 
maker, was  adopted  : 

Renolved,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  the  Treasurer  of  the 
College,  be  directed  to  pay  off  scrip  of  the  College  to  the  amount  of  twenty- 
five  hundred  dollars. 

The  report  of  the  Publication  Committee  was  read  by  Professor  Procter.  It 
is  as  follows  : 
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"The  Publishing  Committee  respectfully  report  that  the  several  branches 
oinder  the  supervision  of  the  Committee  have  been  successfully  carried  on,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  reports.  The  Editor  in  his  report  says:  'The  Jour- 
nal has  been  regularly  issued  during  the  past  year.  The  arrangements  with  our 
foreign  exchanges  to  send  the  Journals  reciprocally  by  mail  have  been  perfect- 
ed with  most,  and  the  .Journals  have  been  duly  received,  no  loss  having  ac- 
crued. 'I'his  has  enabled  the  editor  to  select  the  latest  papers  for  publication.' 
"  The  circulation  of  the  Journal  is  continually  on  the  increase,  and  the  print- 
ing of  a  larger  number  than  heretofore  has  become  necessary. 

"  The  Committee  have  printed  nearly  the  whole  of  the  General  Index  to  the 
-Journal,  and  hope  before  many  weeks  to  be  able  to  announce  its  completion. 
The  excellence  of  this  index  becomes  more  apparent  as  it  appears  in  print,  and 
its  usefulness  to  those  who  possess  the  Journal,  or  who  may  have  access  to  it, 
will  be  very  great,  as  it  enables  the  reader  who  has  any  clue  to  his  subject,  or 
to  the  author's  name  to  promptly  find  what  he  seeks.  The  editor,  Mr.  Hans  M. 
Wilder,  deserves  great  credit  for  his  perseverance  and  accuracy  in  carrying  on 
the  work. 

"The  College  is  congratulated  on  the  favorable  condition  of  the  finances  of 
the  Journal,  as  exhibited  by  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Business  Editor. 
Signed,  Willam  Procter,  Jr.,  | 

Jot.N  M.  Maisch.  i.  Committee. 

Ch ARISES  Bullock,         ] 
James  T.  8hinn,  J 

The  report  was  accepted  and  approved. 

Professor  Procter  then  read  the  following  memoir  of  Professor  Edward  Par- 
rish.  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on  deceased  members,  which  was  attentively 
listened  to.  After  a  number  of  expressions  of  the  deep  and  affectionate  regard 
in  which  he  was  held,  the  memoir  was  directed  to  be  published  in  the  Journal : 
EDWARD  PARRISH. 
Edward  Parrlsh,  the  subject  of  this  memorial,  was  born  in  Philadelphia  on 
the  3Lst  of  May,  1822,  at  the  old  homestead  in  Arch  street  below  Fourth,  and 
was  tlie  seventh  son  of  his  parents,  the  late  eminent  physician  and  surgeon.  Dr. 
■Joseph  Parrish,  and  Susanna,  daughter  of  John  Cox,  of  Burlington,  N.  J., 
all  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

He  was  educated  in  the  Friends'  School  in  Philadelphia,  at  that  time  among 
the  best  attainable,  where  he  is  said  to  have  been  well  instructed  in  the  elemen- 
tary studies,  and  to  have  acquired  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  higher  branches  and 
the  classics. 

He  early  manifested  an  aptituile  for  scientific  pursuits,  and  in  the  year  1838 
was  entered  as  an  apprentice  in  the  pharmaceutical  store  of  his  brother 
Dillwyn,  at  the  south-west  corner  of  Eighth  and  Arch  streets.  He  is  reported 
to  have  been  attentive  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  bis  shop  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities, and,  availing  himself  of  the  favorable  opportunities  afforded  in  the 
store  and  at  the  College  of  Pharmacy,  nearby,  he  acquired  an  excellent  know- 
ledge of  his  business,  for  which  his  taste  and  inclination  were  well  adapted. 
His  first  course  was  under  the  instruction  of  Professors  Franklin  Bache  and 
Joseph  Carson,  and  his  last  under  Profs.  Carson  and  William  R.  Fisher,  in  the 
session  1841-42,  Prof.  Fisher  occupying  the  chair  of  chemistry.  In  the  Spring  of 
1842  Edward  Parrish  took  his  degree  in  pharmacy  in  the  Philadelphia  College, 
having  written  his  thesis  on  Statice  Caroliniana,  which  was  published  in  Vol. 
XI V^  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy. 

15 
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Id  lb4;>  he  purchascJ  the  drug  store  at«the  north-west  corner  of  Ninth  and 
Chestnut  streets,  previously  conducted  by  Cieorge  W.  Ridgway,  and  which 
was  contiguous  to  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Here  he  continued  to 
practice  his  business  until  1850.  During  this  period  he  contril)u1ed  several 
papers  to  the  "Journal,"  and  in  1848,  in  connection  with  his  assistant.  W.  W. 
D.  Liverniore.  a  paper  on  Collodion,  which  was  the  first  notice  of  that  jtrepa- 
ration  occurring  in  our  Journal,  the  discoverers  at  Boston  not  having  published 
their  process.  During  the  same  period  two  events,  important  in  their  inllueuce 
on  his  life,  transpired — one,  his  marriage  with  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  Uriah 
Hunt,  of  Philadelphia,  who  continued  his  closest  friend  and  companion  until 
her  death,  a-  few  months  before  his  own  ;  the  other,  the  inception,  if  not  the 
establishment  of  his  "  .School  of  Practical  Pharmacy." 

His  pro.\imity  to  the  University  brought  him  in  constant  contact  with  medi- 
cal students  and  their  wants,  and  was  the  origin  of  that  favorite  branch  of  his 
business  which  consisted  in  supplying  the  outfits  of  country  practitioners. 

Undoubtedly  this  intercourse  with  students,  exhibiting  to  him  as  it  did  the 
serious  disadvantages  experienced  by  young  pliysicians  in  entering  on  their 
practice,  in  rural  districts  and  even  in  cities,  without  a  more  practical  acquaint- 
ance with  pharmacy,  gave  him  the  initial  idea  of  his  ''  Practical  School,"  where 
young  men  could  be  taught  to  prepare  the  medicines  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  by 
actual  manipulation,  accompanied  by  lectures  on  pharmacy  and  examinations 
by  questions. 

Accordingly,  in  the  Autumn  of  1849  he  issued  a  prospectus  addressed  to- 
medical  students,  was  encouraged  to  proceed  by  the  Professors  of  the  Univer- 
sity, and  gave  his  first  course  of  instruction  to  14  students  in  the  rear  of  the 
building  at  Ninth  and  Chestnut. 

Soon  after  this  time  he  removed  from  this  locality  and  entered  into  business 
with  his  brother  Dilhvyn,  at  Eighth  and  Arch  streets,  where  hia  "  Practical 
School"  was  better  accommodated  and  gradually  increased  in  importance,  being 
addressed  to  pharmaceutists  as  well  as  to  medical  students.  In  furtherance  of 
his  school  he  determined  about  this  time  to  take  a  course  of  practical  instruc- 
tion in  analysis  in  the  laboratory  of  Prof.  Booth,  and  afterwards  a  medical 
coorsein  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

Feeling  the  need  of  a  text-book  for  his  class,  the  wants  of  which  were  not 
met  by  the  treatises  in  use,  he  decided  to  write  a  book  addressed  to  medical 
and  pliarmaceulicil  students,  and  in  the  year  185.5  he  published  the  first  edition, 
under  the  title  of  "  Introduction  to  Practical  Pharmacy,"  followed  in  1859  and 
in  18G4  by  other  more  extended  editions.  In  preparing  the  last,  the  author 
aimed  to  make  it  not  only  a  treatise  on  practical  pharmacy,  but  to  include  as 
well  a  formulary  and  a  chapter  on  organic  chemicals,  useful  in  the  shop,  which 
caused  a  change  in  its  title.  The  peculiar  tendency  of  his  mind  to  group  and 
generalize  had  full  sway  during  his  preparation  of  this  book,  leading  hiin  to 
tabulate  and  classify  the  officinal  formulae,  considering  them  togetiier  rather 
than  impressing  his  individual  experience  on  each. 

Whatever  place  this  work  may  take  io  science,  there  is  no  doubi  that  it  met 
admirably  the  wants  of  the  classes  for  whom  it  was  prepared,  and  must  be  set 
down  as  a  successful  one,  both  as  regards  the  good  it  has  done  and  the  profits 
that  have  accrued  from  its  sale. 
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lu  1857  his  lecture  on  '•  Summer  Medical  Teaching- in  Philadelphia,"  given 
introductory  to  his  course  on  pharmacy  to  medical  students,  was  published.  In 
this,  after  speaking-  of  his  earlier  efforts  in  establishing  his  "  School."  he  says  : 
•'Twenty-three  courses  of  lectures  and  practical  exercises  {since  1849)  h-ave 
since  been  given  to  an  aggregate  of  299  medical  students,  drawn  from  nearly 
every  State  in  the  Union,  and  from  i'ritish  America.  After  near  eight  years' 
experience  as  teacher  of  this  speciality,  I  need  offer  no  apology  for  giving 
some  general  conclusions  I  have  arrived  at  in  regard  to  its  utility  as  a  branch 
of  medical  education,  and  the  best  means  of  imparting  it."  Again  he  says: 
"  In  claiming  the  position  of  a  pioneer  in  this  sort  of  teaching  [in  the  U.  S.], 
I  do  so  with  the  confident  belief  that  the  time  is  approaching  when  its  impor- 
tance will  be  fully  recognized,  and  when  the  education  of  the  physician  will  be 
universally  regarded  as  quite  incomplete  unless  he  has  enjoyed  the  advantages 
of  a  more  or  less  thorough  practical  leaching  in  pharmacy." 

After  describing  the  arrangement  of  his  lectures,  examinations  and  practical 
lessons,  in  which  classes  of  12  students  in  three  sub-classes  worked  together 
and  profited  by  each  others  labors,  he  says  :  "Classification  in  this,  as  in  every 
other  branch,  gives  great  facility  to  the  teacher  and  the  learner,  and  by  the  aid 
of  a  text-book  I  have  prepared  with  special  reference  to  the  course,  I  can 
promise  you.  in  the  12  weeks  which  follow,  the  opportunity  to  obtain  a  sufficient 
knowledge  of  pharmacy  to  give  you  a  fair  start  on  the  road  to  proficiency  in 
the  art  of  prescribing,  preparing  and  dispensing  medicines." 

These  few  extracts  will  show  that  Edward  Parrish  had  made  considerable 
advancement  as  a  teacher  in  imparting  instruction  to  medical  students  before 
subsequently  entering  our  faculty,  and  had  carried  on  his  school  with  an  enthusi- 
astic belief  in  its  usefulness  and  efficiency.  ' 

The  pharmaceutical  meetings  of  the  College  (which  were  an  offshoot  from 
the  interest  awakened  by  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  of  Revision  of  1840) 
were  frequently  attended  by  Edward  Parrish  after  he  graduated  ;  and,  although 
his  written  communications  to  their  proceedings  were  not  numerous,  he  often 
gave  interest  to  them  by  his  practical  remarks  and  by  the  exhibition  of  attract- 
ive objects.  Being  a  ready  speaker,  he  delighted  on  these  occasions  to  bring 
forward  subjects  for  discussion,  and  often  without  preparation  added  greatly 
to  their  interest.  His  genial  manners,  and  earnest  desire  to  render  these  meet- 
ings open  to  all  who  would  come — members,  students  or  strangers — assisted  in 
prolonging  their  existence  after  they  decreased  in  importance,  from  the  cessa- 
tion in  great  measure  for  several  years  of  the  experimental  essays,  which  in  the 
beginning  had  given  character  and  importance  to  their  transactions. 

P^dwaid  Parrish  early  determined  to  pursue  a  scientific  career,  aspired  to  a 
position  in  the  schools,  and  was  deeply  impressed  with  a  belief  in  his  ability  to 
leach.  When  the  chair  of  JViateria  Medica  was  vacated  in  18.50  by  the  retire- 
ment of  Dr.  Carson,  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  vacancy,  but  the  traditional 
influence  of  the  idea  that  that  chair  was  best  filled  by  a  physician,  led  to  the 
election  of  Dr.  R.  P.  Thomas.  In  the  Spring  of  1864,  however,  on  the  death 
of  Dr  Thomas,  he  was  elected  to  iill  the  vacancy,  as  Professor  of  Materia 
.Medica,  and  continued  in  that  ottice  till  1867,  when  he  exchanged  chairs 
with  Prof.  Maisch,  and,  assuming  the  duties  of  the  Professorship  of  Practical 
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Phaniincy.  more  in  acconlunce  witli  liis  iiicliiKition  aiul  liubits.  coiitiinHMl  uutil 
his  ilcccaso  to  lecture  annually  to  increasingly  large  classes. 

Professor  I'arrish  was  always  popular  with  the  students;  his  free  antl  open 
manner,  the  interest  he  took  in  the  class  individually  and  collectively,  and. 
above  all,  his  good  delivery  as  a  speaker,  rendered  him  a  favorite  and  gave  him 
inlluenco.  For  several  years  prior  to  his  death  other  engagements  had  trcHched 
greatly  on  the  time  required  hy  his  professorial  dulies,  but  in  1ST  I  he  was 
relieved  from  these,  and,  had  \\\<  life  been  spared  to  continue  ilie  increased 
devotion  to  his  science  which  this  relief  had  promised,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
bis  career  would  have  been  increasingly  useful  as  u  teacher  of  practical  i)har- 
niacy. 

Edward  Parrish  was  elected  a  member  of  this  College  in  184:5.  became  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  March,  ii^A'i.  and  was  its  Secretary  from 
1845  to  18n'J.  In  iH.'vl  he  was  elected  to  the  Secretaryship  of  the  College,  and 
continued  in  that  office  until  he  entered  the  Faculty,  in  18G4.  In  1847  he  was 
one  of  a  committee  of  fifteen  members  to  report  on  the  Pharmacopoeia  previous 
to  the  convention  of  1850,  and  in  1859  and  1869  he  acted  on  similar  committees 
previous  to  the  conventions  of  1860  and  1870.  He  was  also  a  delegate  to  the 
Pharmacopoeia  Convention  of  1860  for  Revising  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  in 
1809  was  one  of  three  delegates  appointed  by  our  College  to  the  International 
Pharmaceutical  Congress  of  Paris,  but  was  not  able  to  attend.  In  1850  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  College  and  con- 
tinued in  it  until  1870.  His  contributions  to  the  Journal  during  this  period 
were  about  forty  in  number,  and  embraced,  besides  papers  on  materia  medica 
and  pharmaceutical  preparations,  essays  of  a  biographical  and  historical  char- 
acter, notes  of  travel,  ethical  criticism,  and  reports  on  various  subjects.  Du- 
ring a  part  of  this  time  he  also  wrote  editorial  notes  and  criticisms  lor  tlie  Drug- 
gists" Circular,  X.  Y, 

Prof.  Parrish  became  a  member  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion at  its  first  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  in  1852,  was  elected  Recording  Secre- 
tary at  the  Boston  meeting,  in  1853,  First  Vice-President  in  1866,  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Association  at  the  meeting  of  1868.  He  acted  on  many  of  its 
committees,  assisted  in  the  revisions  of  the  Constitution  and  other  labor,  and, 
when  present,  always  took  an  active  part  in  tl-.e  discussions,  as  the  published 
minutes  give  evidence.  Quite  a  number  of  papers  and  reports,  scattered 
over  the  twenty  volumes  of  Proceedings,  mark  the  interest  he  manifested  in 
this  way  in  the  advancement  of  pharmacy. 

The  tendency  of  his  mind  may  be  seen  by  a  glance  at  the  papers — but  few 
are  on  physical  or  chemical  investigation,  the  ;;rerttcr  part  being  such  as  could 
be  written  by  reflection  and  study,  without  e.xperiment.  His  ready  pen  was 
always  at  command  to  bring  together  in  order  the  results  of  reflection  and 
inquiry,  whether  these  related  to  the  ethics  of  pharmacy,  the  by-laws  of  the 
Association,  or  the  advantages  of  education,  general  or  special.  Moreover, 
though  not  himself  possessed  of  an  inventive  genius,  he  delighted  in  new  inven- 
tions or  improvements  in  pharmacy,  and  was  always  ready  to  encourage  their 
authors,  and  to  be  the  means  of  spreading  a  knowledge  of  them  by  tongue  or 
pen. 
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In  1858  Prof.  Parrish  made  a  hurrieJ  trip  to  Europe,  but  limited  his  travels 
to  England  and  ScDtland,  with  a  brief  tonr  to  Paris,  Strasburg  and  the  Rhine, 
arailing  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  make  acquaintance  with  pharmaceutists 
and  their  institutions.  In  a  series  of  letters  published  in  1859,  in  the  "Ameri- 
can Journal  of  Pharmacy,"  he  gave  some  of  the  results  of  this  voyage. 

About  this  period  he  published  a  little  book  entitled  "The  Phantom  Bou- 
quet,'' which  treated  of  the  art  of  skeletonizing  leaves  and  other  jjarts  of 
plants. 

In  the  year  1864  the  project  of  establishing  a  collegiate  institution  under  the 
direction  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  which  had  long  ijcen  entertained  by  some 
of  its  members,  culminated  in  obtaining  the  Act  of  incorporation  of  Swarth- 
more  College,  and  the  purchase  of  a  farm  site  of  93  acres  in  Delaware  Co.,  Pa. 
Deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  more  thoroughness  in  edacation  and 
with  the  newer  views  in  regard  to  the  manner  and  means  of  educating  the  youth 
of  both  sexes,  he  gave  the  subject  deep  attention,  and.  entering  the  field  in 
1862,  became  one  of  the  most  successful  pioneers  in  the  work  of  advocating 
the  claims  of  Swarthmore  to  those  who  held  the  means  for  its  completion  : 
serving  as  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Managers  from  December.  1864.  until  the 
completion  of  the  building  in  1S6S. 

When  finally  the  massive  structure  was  completed,  and  the  corps  of  profess- 
ors and  teacher-s  with  the  pupils  were  gathered  within  its  walls.  Prof.  Parrish 
was  officially  declared  the  first  President  of  Swarthmore  College,  and  continued 
in  ofBce  durina  nearly  two  years. 

We  cannot  do  better  than  give  the  following  extract  from  the  last  report  of 
the  managers  of  that  institution  in  alluding  to  the  decease  of  onr  friend  :  'One 
of  the  pioneers  engaged  in  enlisting  the  minds  of  Friends  in  the  great  work  of 
founding  a  college,  he  was  a  most  earnest  and  indefatigable  laborer  in  the  cause, 
and  it  was  largely  owing  to  his  pergonal  exertions  that  success  so  early  crowned 
our  efforts.  Very  many  of  the  stockholders  will  remember  that  their  interest 
in  Swarthmore  was  first  awakened  by  his  voice  and  pen.  By  conversation  in 
that  wide  circle  of  Friends  in  which  he  moved,  and  where  he  was  so  much 
beloved;  by  extensive  correspondence;  by  public  addrcs.«es.  and  by  his  work 
entitled  "  Education  in  the  Society  of  Friends,"  he  did  much  to  arouse  atten- 
tion to  the  importance  of  establishing  among  us  an  institution  for  higher  cul- 
ture— culture  not  of  the  mind  alone,  but  of  the  heart  as  well ;  and  thus,  in  con- 
nection with  his  nntiring  efforts  to  secure  the  means  necessary  to  carry  out  this 
design,  he  performed  a  labor  destined  to  have  a  lasting  influence  for  good  upon 
our  religious  .Society  and  upon  the  community  at  large." 

On  the  several  occasions  when  leaislative  encroachment  on  the  best  interests 
of  pharmacy  needed  resistance,  or  when  legislative  aid  and  protection  were  to 
be  sought,  our  friend  took  an  active  and  efficient  part;  and  on  the  passage  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1872  he  was  one  of  the  five  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  of  Philadelphia  to  carry  the  law  into  effect.  The  labor  incident  to 
the  organization  of  the  Board,  and  the  subsequent  service  required  in  the 
examination  of  numerous  assistants  seeking  registration  under  this  law,  pro- 
tracted till  late  in  July,  doubtless  had  some  influence  in  undermining  his  health. 
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not  yet  recovered  from  the  severe  shock  it  had  receivcil  by  the  sudden  death 
of  his  wife,  and  probably  contributed  to  his  approaching  end. 

Id  the  following  month  (August.  1872),  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
desiring  to  settle  some  difficulties  with  certain  Indian  tribes,  in  the  direction  of 
peace,  appointed  Prof.  Parrish  and  Captain  Alvord  as  Comniissioiiers.  In 
entering  upon  this  last  act  of  his  life  he  wa^  advised  by  his  fiiniily,  who  believed 
his  health,  then  below  its  ordinary  status,  would  be  benelitted  by  the  journey. 
But  the  unforeseen  exposure  incident  to  a  long  and  rough  stage  ride  through 
the  wilderness  proving  too  heavy  a  tax  on  his  impaired  vitality,  offered  him  a 
prey  to  the  malarial  fever  of  the  country,  and  before  he  could  fully  accomplish 
his  mission  of  peace  he  fell  a  victim  to  the  climate,  in  the  r)lst  year  of  his  age. 
Edward  Parrish  possessed  social  qualities  of  a  high  order  :  his  conversational 
powers  were  good,  his  information  on  ordinary  subjects  general,  his  interest  in 
modern  progressive  ideas  considerable,  and  h«  was  never  happier  than  when 
his  friends  were  around  him  in  the  family  circle  interchanging  ideas. 

His  home  instincts  were  strong :  his  wife  and  children  ever  occupied  a  prom- 
inent place  in  his  plans  and  arrangements  ;  for  them  no  sacrifice  was  too  great, 
no  pleasure  too  rich,  no  necessity  too  expensive,  and  whether  fortune  smiled  on 
him  or  frowned  he  was  the  same  kind  and  liberal  husband  and  fullier,  the  same 
sympathetic  brother  and  friend.  There  was  nothing  mean  or  contracted  in  his 
nature,  and  in  business  his  competition  was  unmarked  by  bitterness  or  person- 
ality. 

Prof.  Parrish  was  by  nature  ambitious  of  distinction  among  his  fellows,  yet 
his  yearnings  after  power  or  place  were  influenced  by  a  spirit  at  once  mild, 
benevolent  and  lovable.  His  intellect,  which  was  clear  and  forcible,  he  had 
cultivated  by  reading  and  conversation.  Had  it  been  steadily  concentrated  in 
the  line  of  his  profession,  it  would  have  led  him  to  honors  far  higher  than  those 
to  which  he  attained  ;  but,  by  directing  his  attention  to  too  many  oltjects,  his 
efforts  lost  in  power  and  thoroughness  what  they  gained  in  variety  and  popu- 
larity. 

Although  originality  was  not  a  jiromincnt  trait  among  his  mental  character- 
istics, his  mind  was  active  and  ready;  he  was  quick  to  catch  ideas  when  pre- 
sented, manifested  much  excellence  of  judgment  in  adapting  them  to  his  pur- 
poses, and  it  was  generally  with  graceiul  ackn-.wledgments  that  he  rendered 
tribute  to  others  when  occasion  required.  It  was  in  his  manner  of  grouping 
and  classifying  facts,  and  of  lucidly  presenting  subjects  to  his  readers,  that  his 
personality  was  most  deeply  impressed  on  his  literary  labors  in  pharmacy. 

Nature  had  endowed  him  with  a  gift  of  speech  well  adapted  to  the  platform, 
and  some  of  his  ablest  cHorts  have  been  introductory  and  valedictory  addresses. 
As  a  teacher  of  pharmacy  in  the  lecture  room,  he  loved  to  array  the  leading 
facts  in  generic  groupings  on  the  blackboard,  using  the  more  prominent  individ- 
ual substances  for  special  comment  on  the  table,  often  bringing  in  anecdote  to 
enliven  his  subject.  Less  happy  as  a  manipulator  than  as  a  speaker,  Professor 
Parrish  trusted  more  to  his  ability  to  convey  his  meaning  by  figures  of  speech 
than  to  annoying  and  often  troublesome  demonstrations  by  practical  expe- 
riments; nevertheless  he  was  conscious  of  the  important  and  valuable  aid 
derived  from  ol)jcct-teaching  and  the  exhibition  of  actual  processes,  and  in  his 
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last  course  introduced  several  important  improvements  in  his  methods  of  illus- 
tration. 

Asa  business  man,  his  mind  was  too  much  given  to  outside  matters  to  push 
his  interests  by  close  personal  attention,  during  a  large  portion  of  his  business 
life,  and  they  not  unfrequently  suffered  from  too  much  devotion  to  other  objeclw 
and  interests  wholly  disconnected  with  his  own  personal  advantage. 

Prof.  Parrish  was  known  among  pharmaceutists  abroad,  but  more  especially 
in  England,  chiefly  through  his  writings,  which  are  held  in  much  esteem,  and 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  and  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  have  each  shown  their  appreciation  of  him  by  honorary  member- 
ships ;  whilst  at  home,  besides  being  in  membership  with  various  societies,  his 
name  is  as  a  household  word  among  the  members  of  the  pharmaceutical  and 
medical  professions. 

He  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  took  much  interest 
in  various  labors  connected  with  it,  and  was  engaged  in  carrying  out  one  of  its 
testimonies  when  the  grim  messenger  came  to  him  unexpectedly,  far  away  from 
home  and  kindred,  in  the  western  wilderness.  But  our  friend  had  so  lived  that 
he  was  able  to  accept  the  grave  summons  with  equanimity,  and,  bidding  a  men- 
tal adieu  to  his  distant  loved  ones,  he  calmly  drew  his  mantle  of  religious  faith 
around  him,  and  resigned  himself  to  the  will  of  Providence  without  a  murmur. 

Prof.  F'arrish  leaves  four  sons  and  a  daughter  to  keep  green  his  remembrance 
and  to  imitate  his  virtues. 

Caleb  A.  Needles  called  the  attention  of  the  College  to  the  fact  that  "  An 
Act  relating  to  the  licensing  of  Druggists  was  before  the  Legislature  at  Harris- 
burg,"  and  that  it  contained  some  provisions  which  were  infamous.  Professor 
Maisch  read  a  copy  of  the  Act,  and  it  was  decided  that  immediate  action  on 
the  part  of  the  College  was  necessary,  ai.d  the  chairman  appointed  Charles  Bul- 
lock, John  M.  Maisch.  James  T.  Shinn,  Wm.  C.  Bakes  and  Caleb  R.  Keeney, 
a  committee  to  use  every  exertion  to  prevent  its  passage,  although  a  doubt  was 
expressed  on  the  part  of  many  that  an  act  so  unjust  and  absurd  in  many  par- 
ticulars, could  receive  the  Governor's  signature  * 

Professor  Procter  presented  to  the  College,  from  Dr.  W.  Kent  Gilbert,  a 
valuable  botanical  work,  entitled  "  Hortus  Elthamensis,  Auctore  J.  J.  Dillenia, 
Londini  1732,"  which  was  received  with  thanks,  and  the  Secretary  directed  to 
present  the  thanks  of  the  College  to  him  for  the  gift. 

The  following  letter  from  Charles  Bullock,  Secretary  of  the  College,  was  read  : 

"  To  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy: — 

"Tiie  undersigned,  having  served  the  College  in  the  capacity  of  Secretary 
for  a  number  of  years,  feels  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  him  to  request  to  be 
relieved  from  that  service,  and  respectfully  requests  that  his  fellow-members 
will  accept  this  his  resignation  from  that  post. 

"  With  unabated  interest  in  the  College,  your  fellow  member, 

March  31s<,  1873.  Charles  Bullock." 

The  Secretary's  resignation  was  accepted,  and  the  thanks  of  the  College  are 
due  him  for  his  disinterested  efforts  ou  her  behalf. 

The  annual  election  being  ordered,  the  following  members  were  elected  to 
serve  the  ensuing  year  : 

*  The  act  was  defeated  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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Prts'idtitt,  l)illw}ii  Punish. 

\st  Vice-Prcsiilfiil,  William  ProottM-,  Jr. 

2d  Vice  President,  Robert  Shoemaker. 

Treasuter,  Samuel  S.  Bunting. 

Recording  Secretary,  William  .).  Jenks. 

Correspond imj  Secretary,  Alfred  I>.  Taylor. 

Trustees.  Robert  Bridges.  MO.,  Joseph  V.  Keminpton.  T.  Morris  Terot^ 
William  H.  Webb.  James  T  Shiiin,  Daniel  S.  Jones,  John  M.  Maisch,  Thomas- 
S.  Wiegand. 

Publishing  Committee,  Thomas  S.  Wiegand,  .lohn  M.  Maisch.  Wiiliauk 
Procter,  Jr  ,  James  T.  Shinn,  Charles  Bullock. 

Committee  on  Sinkiruf  Fund,  Thomas  S.  Weigand,  T.  Morris  Perot,  James- 
T.  Shinn. 

Editor.  John  M.  Maisch. 

Librarian,  Thomas  S.  Wiegand. 

Curator,  Joseph  P.  Remington. 

Charles  Bullock  was  unanimously  elected  a  trustee  in  place  of  William  .L 
Jenks,  appointed  Secretary. 

The  Librarian  and  Curator  each  made  a  verbal  report,  in  which  they  stated 
that  some  progress  was  being  made  in  re-arranuing  the  Library,  and  refitting 
and  enlarging  the  Cabinet.     On  motion,  then  adjourned. 

JosKi'H  P.  Kkminoton,  Secretary  pro  tevx^ 


Piniitcs  of  tk  pharmafculifal  glrttings. 

Minutes  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Meeting  held  April  1.5th,  1873. 

Meeting  called  to  order,  Wm.  Mclntyre  in  the  chair.  The  reading  of  the 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  books  and  pamphlets  were  presented  to  the  College:  "Pro- 
ceedings of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association."  vol.  20th,  containing- 
an  account  of  the  meeting  held  in  Cleveland,  Ohio;  "The  Year  Rook  of  Phar- 
macy," and  the  "Transactions  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  Ninth 
Annual  Meeting;"  "Proceedings  of  the  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Cali- 
fornia Pharmaceutical  Society  ;"  "  Proceedings  of  the  Third  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Vermont  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  and  "  Des  Aconits  et  de  I'Aconi- 
tine,"  par  Charles  Patrouillard. 

Prof.  Maisch.  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  G.  Mallinckrodt  it  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  pre- 
sented a'  sample  of  carbazotate  of  ammonia,  'i'his  carbazotate  of  ammonia 
has  been  recommended  by  Dr.  Dujardin-Beaumetz.  of  Paris,  *as  a  substi- 
tute for  quinia  in  the  treatment  of  fevers.  The  donors  write  that  it  has- 
been  used  by  a  number  of  physicians  in  St.  Louis,  and  with  marked  success  in. 
some  severe  cases  where  (piinia  and  arsenic  had  failed.  These  physicians 
have  promised  to  report  their  experience  through  the  Journals,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved, from  the  statements  made  thus  far,  that  if  this  preparation  does  not 
prove  a  substitute  for,  it  will  at  least  become  a  valuable  adjuvant  to  (jninia  in 
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the  treatment  of  intermittent  fever.     The  dose  is  from  one  to  two-thiids  grains 
per  day,  given  in  the  form  of  pills,  made  with  any  simple  excipient. 

Prof.  Maisch  showed  specimens  of  the  bark  of  Kucalyptus  globulus,  which  ap- 
pears to  be  used  in  Europe  for  similar  purposes  as  the  leaves.  Attention  was- 
also  drawn  to  the  variation  in  the  sliap<;  of  the  latter. 

A  specimen  of  the  oleate  of  mercury  and  morphia  made  by  the  process  of  Mr. 
Charles  Rice,*  was  shown,  which  was  at  first  nearly  transparent  but  probably 
through  its  exposure  to  the  light  and  air.  had  separated  a  heavy  precipitate. 
It  is  perhaps  necessary  to  protect  this  preparation  against  the  influence  of  the 
agents  mentioned. 

From  a  large  collection  of  drugs  and  plants,  received  from  M.  J.  Dondc,  oT 
Merida.  Yucatan,  Professor  Maisch  exhibited  to  the  meeting  preserved  speci- 
mens of  Okra,  the  green  fruit  of  Hibiscus  esculentus,  which  is  cultivated  to 
some  extent  in  the  United  States,  and  used  for  its  mucilaginous  properties. 

Preserved  and  dried  specimens  of  Semillis  marannon.  the  Cachou  nut,. 
Anacardium  occidentale,  were  also  shown.  After  fructification,  the  peduncle 
enlarges  considerably,  forming  an  edible  spurious  fruit,  bearing  upon  its  apex 
the  true  fruit,  a  kidney-shaped  nut,  having  a  seed-like  appearance,  which  con- 
tains, under  the  pericarp,  a  very  acrid  and  poisonous  oil,  containing  cardol ;  the 
kernel  is  edible,  of  a  pleasant  nut-like  flavor,  and  may  be  obtained  by  roasting 
the  fruit,  whereby  the  acrid  oil  is  destroyed.  Of  a  similar  nature  and  similar 
properties  are  the  so-called  Malacca  nuts,  the  fruit  of  Semecarpus  anacardium^ 
which  is  almost  heart-shaped.  The  acrid  oil  of  the  latter  has  a  black  color,  is 
used  in  the  East  Indies  like  ink,  and  was  lately  recommended  for  imparting  a 
black  color  to  wax  caudles. 

Mr.  Boring  stated  that  he  had  been  unable  to  find  more  than  one  sample  of" 
yellow  mustard  which  had  not  been  colored  with  turmeric  ;  with  all,  except  the- 
one,  known  as  Friihauf's  Russian  mustard,  the  characteristic  brown  red  color  is; 
produced  on  the  addition  of  solution  of  boracic  acid  ;  while  many  of  the  samples 
were  not  affected  by  iodine  solution,  several  of  the  most  popular  brands  show- 
by  this  test  a  considerable  quantity  of  starch;  in  these  cases  an  artificial 
strength  appears  to  be  imparted  by  capsicum.  Yellow  mustard,  the  color  of 
which  is  heightened  by  turmeric,  deserves  to  be  regarded  with  suspicion  until 
its  freedom  from  other  adulterations  has  been  established. 

Prof.  .Maisch  exhibited  a  piece  of  soap  which  had  been  made  from  fresh  palm 
oil  in  Liberia,  at  the  sugsestion  of  Edward  S  Morris,  Esq.  Although  of  a  dark 
color,  the  soap  has  a  delightful  violet  odor,  being  vastly  superior  in  this  respect 
to  the  soap  made  here  from  imported  palm  oil,  which,  in  consequence  of  long 
keeping  and  exposure,  is  always  rancid. 

Oil  of  valerian  and  several  compounds  of  valerianic  acid  were  exhibited, 
which  were  made  from  valerian  root,  eight  or  nine  years  ago.  These  valerian- 
ates are  greatly  superior  in  odor  to  those  obtained  by  the  oxidation  of  amylic 
alcohol.  In  connection  with  this  subject  it  was  stated  that  the  valerian  root 
of  our  commerce,  that  known  as  English  valerian  as  well  as  the  German,  is  fre- 
quently very  unclean,  containing  sometimes  perhaps  25  to  30  p.  ct.  of  dirt  en- 
closed between  the  rootlets.     It  appears  that  this  is  more  frequently  the  case- 

*  See  Ampfiean  .lournal  of  Pharmacy,  Jann.ary,  1873. 
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■with  valerian  grown  in  dump  localities,  while  the  shorter  and  lighter  colored 
roots  of  the  plant,  growing  in  dry  situations,  do  not  favor  such  intentional  care- 
lessness. 

Professor  Maisch  exhibited  a  iniinber  of  plates  from  the  imperial  printing 
office  at  Vienna,  obtained  by  wliat  is  known  as  the  nature  printing  process.  An 
impression  in  lead  is  obtained  by  placing  leaves  or  similar  thin  objects,  between 
plates  of  lead  and  steel,  and  subjecting  them  to  powerful  pressure  ;  from  a  cast 
made  of  this  impression  an  electrotype  is  subsequently  obtained,  which  is  used 
for  printing  in  the  ordinary  way.  The  prints  exhibit  the  shape  and  the  vena- 
tion of  the  leaves  perfectly. 

Mr.  Brown  stated  that  he  experimented  in  making  syrup  of  lactophosphate 
of  lime  with  the  substitution  of  glucose  for  sugar;  in  his  experience,  this  obvi. 
ated  the  precipitation  frequently  met  with.  The  dilute  lactic  acid  of  our  com- 
merce was  described  as  being  the  concentrated  or  the  officinal  acid  reduced  to 
4°  Beaume,  by  the  addition  of  distilled  water. 

Then  adjourned.  Clk.mmons  Parrish,  Registrar. 


Ifearmatcutical  Colleges  an^  Associations. 

TiiK  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy. — At  the  commencement,  held  March 
31st,  the  following  gentlemen  received  their  diplomas,  conferring  the  degree  of 
Graduate  in  Pharmacy  : 

Starr  H.  Ambler,  Chester  D.  Ayres,  Alanson  T.  Briggs,  William  Falke,  Vic- 
tor E.  Forbes,  John  Gannon.  Benjamin  W.  Goode,  John  B.  Hassloclier,  Wil- 
liam F.  Henes,  Charles  Holztiauer,  Julius  Kalish,  Warren  S.  Kissam,  Albert 
F.  G.  Kuehn,  David  Master,  Jr.,  Emil  Mayer,  Wilhelm  Meschenmoser,  Joseph 
Meyer,  Benjamin  Morje,  Domingo  Peraza,  John  F.  Peierman,  Charles  A.  Rob- 
bins,  William  G.  Rothe,  Edward  W.  Runyon,  Charles  P.  Schleussner,  C.  Al- 
bert Schreck,  Gustavus  Heelbach,  E.  Y.  Shearer,  Nicholas  Slipner,  Henry  Sy- 
varth,  John  Vanderbeugle,  Eugene  C.  Van  Namec,  Jewett  W.  Watson,  Chas. 
H.  Wiberly. 

The  Valedictory  Address  was  delivered  by  Prof.  W.  l)e  F.  Day,  M.D. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  was  held  Thursday  evening,  the 
17lb,  at  7  P.M.,  in  order  to  ratify  the  arrangement  made  by  the  Lecture  Com- 
mittee for  the  44th  course,  and  receive  report  of  Curatory  and  Secretary  in  regard 
to  engaging  a  suiliible  person  as  Clerk  of  the  College. 

The  Lecture  Committee  had  engaged  Prof.  Chus.  F.  Chandler,  Ph.  D.,  as 
Professor  of  Chemistry.  W.  De  F.  Day,  M.D.,  as  Professor  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Botany,  P.  W.  Bedford,  Esq.,  as  Lecturer  on  Pharmacy,  and  Chas.  Froe- 
bel,  Esq.,  as  Adjunct  Instructor  for  Analytical  and  Pharmaceutical  Chemistry 
and  Practical  liotany. 

The  Curators  and  Secretary  united  in  recommending  M  r.  Chas.  Froebel  as 
Clerk  of  the  College,  Assistant  Curator  and  Registrar. 

The  reports  were  accepted  and  both  committees  empowered  to  complete 
their  arrangements. 

A  conversational  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  New  York  College  was 
held  on  the  same  evening,  at  8  P.M. 
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Notwithstanding  the  rainy  and  stormy  night,  the  new  lecture-hall  of  the  Col- 
lege was  comfortably  filled  by  members  and  their  friends,  to  hear  the  very  inter- 
-38tiug  lecture  of  Prof.  C.  F.  Chandler,  Ph.  D  ,  on  Modern  Chemistry.  The 
lecture  was  listened  to  with  great  attention,  and  \vas  delivered  in  a  clear  and 
instructive  manner. 


TuK  Ai.tMxr  Association  ok  tiik  Tollkcie  of  Pharmacy  oftiikCity  of  New 
York  held  its  annual  meeting  on  Thursday  evening,  April  :3d,  when  twenty- 
five  new  members  were  elected. 

President  Robbins  read  his  annual  address.  Papers  were  read  by  Air.  Jules 
L.  A.  Creuse  on  "A  New  Series  of  Tasteless  Iron  Combinations,"  and  by  Mr. 
B.  F.  Mclntyre  on  "The  Fluid  Extract  of  Ipecac  of  the  New  Pharmacopoeia.'' 
33oth  papers  are  published  in  the  present  number  of  this  Journal. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  President — -D.  C. 
Robbius  ;  Vice  Presidents — G.  C.  Close,  0.  C.  Weinmann,  Eampden  Osborne; 
Treasurer — Theobald  Frohwein  ;  Secretary — J.  F.  Main  ;  Executive  Board — 
B.  F.  Mclntyre,  G.  W.  C.  Phillips,  J.  Vauderbeugle,  J.  L.  A.  Creuse,  L.  M. 
Rice,  P.  W.  Bedford;  Delegates  to  the  Meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation— L.  M.  Rice,  H.  C.  Porter,  Ed.  Henes,   P.  W.  Bedford,  H.  Osborne. 

Several  amendments  to  the  Constitution  were  proposed  and  referred  to  the 
siext  annual  meeting.  It  was  resolved  to  hold  quarterly  meetings  for  the  pur- 
pose of  friendly  intercourse  and  exchange  of  ideas  on  pharmacy,  the  meetings 
t,o  be  held  on  the  same  evenings  as  those  of  the  Executive  Board,  and  a  Com- 
rnittee  of  three  was  appointed  to  secure  papers  to  be  read  at  these  meetings. 

The  Association  then  adjourned 

The  Maryi-axd  Collece  of  Poarmacv  held  a  stated  meeting  April  10th, 
tihe  President,  J.  F.  Moore,  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read  and  approved.  A  resolu- 
tion of  thanks  to  Prof.  I.  J.  Grahame,  for  his  excellent  and  very  edifying 
Annual  Addre.'^s,  was  adopted,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  have  the 
■address  published  in  pamphlet  form. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  Ijeen  elected  Professors  for  the  ensuing  year, 
viz.:  Dr.  J.  F.  Moore,  Professor  of  Pharmacy;  Dr.  Claude  Baxlcy,  Professor 
of  Botany  and  Materia  Medica,  and  Dr.  VVm.  Simon,  Professor  of  Chemistry 
and  of  Analytical  Chemistry. 

Letters  were  received  from  the  two  gentlemen  upon  whom,  the  degree  of  Doc- 
tor of  Pharmacy  had  been  conferred,  acknowledging  the  honors. 

Three  special  committees  reported  progress  and  were  continued. 

Mr.  John  P.  Pignett  presented  an  interesting  essayon  "Tincture  of  Chloride 
of  Iron,"  detailing  a  process  by  which  it  can  be  made  in  less  than  twenty-four 
hours. 


The  St.  Louis  College  of  Pharmacy.— After  the  lectures  had  been  sus- 
pended for  several  years,  on  account  of  the  departure  of  some  of  the  professors 
Crom  St.  Louis,  this  College  became  reorganized  in  the  Fall  of  1871,  and  com- 
menced its  lectures,  during  the  latter  part  of  October,  with  about  one  dozen 
.students.     The  number  had   increased  during  the  last  season  to  23,  of  whom 
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Beven  praduated  ;  the  examination  was  conducted  by  written  and  oral  ques- 
tions. For  the  next  Summer,  a  class  in  chemistry  has  been  orpanized  by  the 
Professor  of  ChemiBtry,  Dr.  Theo.  Fay,  who  has  also  provided  himself  with 
abundant  apparatus  and  utensils  to  illustrate  his  lectures  by  experiments. 

It  is  to  lie  repretted  that  the  lower  house  of  the  Lepislalure  of  Missouri  has. 
not  yet  passed  the  "Act  to  rejrulale  the  practice  of  riiarmacy  in  the  City  of  St. 
Louis."  which  has  been  adojitcd  by  the  Senate;  lint  in  all  probability  the  law- 
will  be  taken  up  again  and  ])asseil  at  the  adjourned  session  diiriiip  next  Winter 
—  especially  since  several  llanrant  cases  of  ignorance  Ity  dtug-store  keepers 
have  been  recorded  of  late,  which  have  aroused  the  public  to  demand  legisla- 
tion in  favor  of  the  protection  of  their  lives  against  ignorance. 


'I'knnksskk  Cor.i.KiiK  ok  riiARMAiv. —  At  thc  meeting  of  the  Tennessee  Medi- 
cal Society,  held  at  Nashville  April  2d,  the  following  communication  was  read  : 

Xashville,  April  2,  1873. 

'Jo  llie  Pre?5iiiP!it  und  .McmlHM>  of  the  Tonmssee  Stale  Medii-al  Society: 

GcntU'men. — Knowing  that  the  advancement  of  pharmacy  is  of  equal  interest 
and  importance  to  the  physician  and  pharmacist,  and  feeling  that  the  medical 
profession  will  now,  as  heretofore,  lend  its  aid  to  the  advancement  of  all  true 
|)ropress  in  either  science,  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  a 
'•College  of  Pharmacy"  has  been  organized  in  this  city,  with  fair  prospect  of 
success;  and  that  the  druggists  of  this  Slate  are  expected  to  assemble  here 
next  mcnih  to  organize  a  '•  Stale  Pharmaceutical  Society."  and  take  such  other 
steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  "encourage  proper  relations  between  druggists,, 
physicians  and  the  people  at  large,  to  improve  the  science  and  art  of  pharmacy, 
sujqiress  empiricism,  and  secure  the  enactment  of  laws  regulating  the  drug^ 
business  in  our  State." 

Hoping  the.>e  enterprises  may  meet  with  encouragement  and  support  from 
your  honorable  body,  1  remain,  Very  truly,  yours,  kc, 

Bkni.  Lii.i.ard.  Phar.  D., 
President  Teimes.see  College  of  Phannacy. 

The  Tennessee  Medical  Society,  of  which  Dr.  Lillard  was  elected  an  honor- 
ary member,  pledged  the  encouragement  and  support  of  its  members,  individ- 
ually and  collectively,  to  the  Tennessee  College  of  Pharmacy  and  the  proposed 
State  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

TiiK  Missi>siiMM  Statk  PnARMACKCTicAi-  AssociATio.N  held  its  annual  meet- 
ing in  Vicksburg,  April  9th,  the  President,  M.  F.  Ash,  in  the  chair;  J.  T. 
Buck.  Secretary.     A  large  delegation  from  all  parts  of  the  State  was  present. 

In  his  address  thc  President  urged  upon  the  membt?rs.  as  their  professional 
duty,  integrity  of  character  and  a  proper  appreciation  of  their  responsible 
duties.  Attention  was  directed  to  the  code  of  ethics,  to  the  progress  of  phar- 
macy, thc  growth  of  the  Association,  the  need  of  reform  in  the  practice  of  phar- 
macy, and  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  unity  of  action. 

The  question  of  legislation  affecting  the  practice  of  pharmacy  was  discussed 
at  length,  and  finally  referred  back  to  the  committee. 

After  the  election  of  new  members,  the  following'  officers  were  elected  for 
the  ensuing  year  : 

President-IIampden  Osborne,  Columbus;  Vice  President — J.  S.  Caire> 
Okolona;  Recording  Secretary — P.  Keefe,  Vickdburu  ;  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary—J.  S.  Mosely,  West  Point;  Treasurer  -M.  F.  Ash,  Jackson. 
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The  new  officers  being  duly  installeil,  a  motion  prevailed  to  adjourn,  to  meet 
in  the  City  of  Columbus  on  the  second  Wedcesday  in  April,  1ST4. 

Jno.  '1\  Blck,  Secretary. 

PiiARMACELTicAi,  SociETY  OF  (Jreat  Britain  — At  the  pharmaceutical  meet- 
ing held  April  2d,  Mr.  A.  F.  Haselden  presiding,  Mr.  Martindale  read  a  paper 
•on  a  •'  New  Basis  for  Suppositories  and  Pessaries,"  and  exhibited  specimens 
made  with  the  proposed  base,  which  consists  of  equal  parts  by  weight  of  oleic 
and  stearic  acids.  'I'he  author  considers  such  a  mixture  very  superior  to  those 
in  general  use.  for  the  following  reasons  :  1.  It  has  a  very  low  fusing  point,  and 
readily  melts  at  the  temperature  of  the  body.  2.  The  suppositories  leave  the 
mould  without  difficulty,  owini;  to  the  considerable  expansion  when  healed,  and 
the  consequent  contraction  on  solidifying,  estimated  by  the  author  at  more  than 
11  per  cent.  3.  The  basis  is  a  solvent  of  alkaloids  (morphia,  atropia,  &c.),  and 
is  readily  absorbed  by  the  epidermis  and  mucous  membrane,  at  least  so  far  as 
the  oleic  acid  is  concerned.  4.  On  account  of  the  partial  crystallization  of 
some  of  the  stearic  acid,  the  suppositories  are  firm,  and  can  be  placed  in  their 
position  without  difficulty,  not  being  elastic,  brittle  or  yielding  in  any  way  5. 
The  proportions  of  stearic  and  oleic  acids  can  be  varied  to  suit  the  tempera- 
ture of  Summer  or  Winter  and  also  the  other  ingredients  prescribed  with  them. 

A  lengthy  and  very  interesting  discussion  then  took  place  on  the  proposed 
tippendix  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  after  which  Mr.  Thomas  Greenish  read 
a  i>aper  on  the  "  Mustard  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,"  reviewing  the  officinal  for- 
mulas, since  1788.  for  Cataplasma  sinapis,  and  suggesting  an  alteration  in  the 
manipulation  directed  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  so  as  to  avoid  the  coagu- 
lation of  the  myrosin,  and  consequently  develop  the  full  virtues  of  the  mustard 
cataplasm.  IMustard  flour  is  made  in  England  by  crushing  black  and  white 
mustard  seeds  separately,  and  then  mixing  them  in  definite  proportions. 

Professor  Bentley  said  that  all  the  mustard  he  had  examined  contained  a 
notable  quantity  of  black  mustard  seed.  White  mustard  seed  alone  would  not 
at  all  meet  the  desire  of  those  who  use  mustard,  lilack  mustard  is  too  power- 
ful, too  pungent;  but,  if  mixed  with  white  mustard,  an  agreeable  flavor  is  ob- 
tained. 

Mr.  Bland  believed  that  exaggerated  notions  prevailed  with  regard  to  the 
adulteration  of  mustard,  and  that  the  principal  obstacle  in  the  way  of  getting 
the  genuine  article  had  been  the  unwillingness  to  pay  a  decent  price  for  it. 
With  regard  to  the  fixed  oil  that  had  been  recommended  as  a  remedy  for  rheu- 
matism, he  was  not  inclined  to  attribute  to  it  any  great  value. 

PnARMACELTiCAi.  Society  OF  Paris. — Mr.  Bussy  presided  at  the  meeting  of 
March  5th.  Mr.  Mehu  claimed  for  Professor  G.  Dragendorff,  of  Dorpat,  and 
his  co-laborers,  Bluhm  and  E.  Masing,  the  discovery  of  the  alkaline  canthari- 
■dates,  their  preparation,  analysis,  &c.  As  early  as  1HG6,  and  again  in  1869, 
these  chemists  have  described  the  application  of  alcohol  in  preparing  cantha- 
ridate  of  potassium,  but  considered  the  use  of  water  as  far  preferable. 

A  complaint  was  made  that  at  Caen  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  a  deceased 
pharmacist  carried  on  the  business  with  the  aid  of  an  examined  assistance ;  it 
was  stated  that  in  the  neighborhood  of  Paris  it  is  customary  to  accord  to  all 
heirs,  children  brothers  and  sisters,  as  well  as  to  widows,  the  same  delay  under 
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the  same  conditions  ;    the  authoii/.iUion  is  usually  praiilcd  by  the  prefect  of 
police  upon  a  favorable  recomnioinlalion  of  the  Kculo  do  IMiarniacie. 

Mr.  Fr.  Wurtz  read  a  report  on  conimercial  propyiainina,  wbitli  lias  lately 
been  experimented  with  by  Dr.  I'lijardin-Heaumetz.  'I'liis  so-called  propyla- 
mina  bad  been  obtained  from  bcrrin^  pickle,  and  has  lono;  since  been  proven, 
by  WincUler,  to  consist  mainly  of  trimethylaraina,  identical  with  that  obtained 
by  him  by  synthesis.  In  18G'.)  Sylva  prepared  propylamiiia  from  proi)ylic  alco- 
hol, and  found  its  chemical  projierties  to  be  analo<,'ous  to  those  of  triniethyla- 
mina  and  of  (Jautier's  isopro]>ylamina ;  the  three  bases,  however,  ditfer  in  their 
boiling  point  and  in  the  crystalline  form  of  their  salts.  Triniethylamina  boils- 
between  4  and  5^,  propylamina  between  49  and  50°,  and  isopropylamina  between 
31  and  32°  C.  The  three  bases  are  isomeric,  consisting  of  C«  Wo  N.  The 
reporler  concludes  that  the  commercial  so  called  propylamina  is  merely  a  more 
or  less  pure  aqueous  solution  of  triniethylamina,  wi'hout  definite  strength, 
which  should  be  replaced  by  a  standard  solution  of  the  pure  allcaloid,  or  by  its 
crystallized  muriate,  if  the  salt  should  possess  the  same  medicinal  properties 
as  the  former.  For  medicinal  purposes  it  is  recommended  to  convert  methylic 
alcohol  into  methyl  iodide,  to  heat  the  latter  under  pressure  with  ammonia,  to- 
wash  the  crystals  of  iodide  of  tetramethyl-ammonium  with  cold  distilled  water, 
in  which  they  arc  nearly  insoluble,  to  remove  ammonium  iodide,  and  finally  to 
decompose  by  lime,  collecting  the  gas  in  water;  this  solution  should  then  be 
brought  to  a  definite  strength.  The  muriate  is  easily  prepared  from  it  by  satu- 
rating with  hydrochloric  acid  ;  the  salt  recently  used  with  success  by  Dr.  Du- 
jardin-Beaumetz  was  made  by  the  process  described. 

Mr.  Petit  remarked  that  he  has  frequently  found  commercial  propylamina  tc> 
be  richer  in  ammonia  than  in  other  bases.  The  alkaline  strength  was  observed 
to  vary  between  2  and  .o2  centigrams  in  the  cubic  centimeter;  the  efjuivalent 
weight  of  ammonia  and  propylamina  being  17  and  .")9  respectively,  the  amount 
of  the  former  may  be  ascertained  by  neutralizing  a  given  quantity  with  hydro- 
chloric acid  and  weighing  the  residue  left  on  evaporation. 

Mr.  Lefort  remarked  that  muriate  of  propylamina  is  very  soluble  in  absolute 
alcohol,  while  muriate  of  ammonia  does  not  dissolve  therein  to  an  appreciable 
extent. 

Mr.  Lefort  read  an  essay  on  protiodidc  of  meroury,  an  abstract  of  which  is 
puldished  on  page  218  of  this  number. 

Mr.  liussy  slated  that  he  had  found  several  panij)les  of  sulphovinate  of  so- 
dium to  contain  sometimes  large  quantities  of  bisulpliafe  of  sodium,  which  salt 
was  piesent  not  |)erh.<ps  in  consecpience  of  intended  fraud,  but  rather  on  accouDt 
of  a  prolonged  e.\|)osure  to  a  high  temperature  in  the  pres^eiice  of  water. 

Mr.  Jjimousin  said  that  sulphovinate  of  sodium  is  very  hygroscopic,  and  that 
if  the  absorbed  water  is  expelled  at  a  tcm|)erature  of  100  to  120°  C,  the  salt 
is  partially  decom[)oped  into  bisulphale  of  sodium  and  alcohol. 

Mr.  .lungfiei.'-ch  added,  that  on  evaporating  large  (piantities  of  solutions  of 
this  Ball,  the  water  favors  the  deconipusitiou  spoken  oi,  ihe  solution  sometimes 
becoming  strongly  acid.  The  decomposition  can  be  prevented  only  by  using  a 
large  excess  of  alcohol,  whereby  AJr.  Limousin  said  an  excellent  product  is 
obtained,  Rut  at  too  high  a  j)rice. 

Prolonged  contact  with  water  alone  favors  this  decomposition,  and  Mr. 
I'oHilet  culled  utieniion  to  the  danger  of  the  occurrence  of  decomposition^ 
if  the  sulphovinate  is  prescribed  in  large  quantities. 


friSs!'*}  Obituary.  239 

(EMtoiial  Qcpavtmcnt. 


Ax  Explosion  of  a  Mixture  of  Chlorate  of  Potassium  and  Tannin, 
we  are  inlbrnied,  occurred  again  in  this  city  on  the  sixth  of  April  last,  and  the 
dispenser  was  severely  injured  thereby  in  the  face  and  on  the  hands.  On  page 
470  of  tbe  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy  for  18G9,  a  similar  case  is  recorded, 
and  others  have  been  noticed  by  medical,  pharmaceutical  and  chemical  journals 
of  this  country  and  elsewhere. 

The  explosive  nature  of  mixtures  of  chlorate  of  potassium  with  combustible- 
and  oxidizable  materials  is  well  known  to  chemists,  and  chemical  works  usually 
draw  attention  to  the  danger  attending  the  mixing  of  such  articles  in  a  dry 
state  in  a  mortar  or  with  pressure.  Chemical  students  are  familiar  with  the 
lecture  experiment  of  producing  detonations  by  triturating  the  chlorate  with 
some  sulphur;  such  detonations  unaccompanied  by  danger,  are  liable  to  occur 
even  on  rubbing,  with  some  pressure,  chlorate  of  potassium  in  a  dusty  mortar. 
The  experiment,  however,  becomes  at  once  dangerous,  as  soon  as  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  a  combustible  article  has  been  incorporated  with  the  powdered 
chlorate,  and  the  explosiveuess  of  such  mixtures  increases  with  the  combusti- 
bility of  their  ingredients. 

The  blasting  and  so  called  white  gun-powders  which  were  recommended  some 
twenty  years  ago,  are  such  mixtures,  'i'he  former  contain  red  sulphnret  of  arsenic 
or  ferrocyanide  of  potassium,  or  both,  and  their  danger  was  made  manifest  by 
an  accident  which  happened  to  the  inventor  and  patentee,  Mr.  Callow,  who 
was  rendered  a  cripple  for  life.  Such  explosions  are  not  only  liable  to  take 
place  by  rubbing  or  by  a  blow,  but  also  on  the  addition  of  acids  siitficiently  con- 
centrated to  decompose  a  portion  of  the  chlorate  and  locally  heat  the  mixture. 
Strong  suljjhuric  acid  is  especially  dangerous  from  the  last  named  causes. 

Whenever  chlorate  of  potassium  is  prescribed  in  the  form  of  powder  mixed 
with  any  organic  or  with  an  oxidizable  morgayiic  compound,  the  only  safe  way 
to  dispense  such  a  prescription  is  to  triturate  the  materials  separately  until 
they  are  reduced  to  a  fine  powder,  and  then  mix  the  powders  intimately  upoo 
paper  without  friction.  In  preparing  gargles  and  other  liquid  medicines  con- 
taining such  ingredients,  the  latter  should  never  be  mixed  in  a  mortar  until 
after  a  sufficient  (juantity  of  water  has  been  added. 

But  even  though  such  dry  mixtures  may  be  ])repared  by  the  pharmacist  with- 
out danger  to  himself,  we  question  whether  the  physician  is  justified  to  pre- 
scribe them,  considering  the  danger  to  which  he  exposes  his  i)atient.  Several 
years  ago,  we  remember  that  such  a  mixture  exploded,  from  some  cause  or  other 
in  the  house  of  the  patient,  happily,  however,  without  doing  any  injury,  except 
aetting  fire  to  a  few  contiguous  articles. 


OBITUARY. 

John  Torrey.  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  was  born  in  New  York  in  the  year  1798,  and 
died  there  March  2d,  aged  7.5  years.  He  received  his  degree  of  M.  U.  at  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surpeons  of  New  York  and  served  from  1827  to 
18.'>4  as  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Botany  in  the  same  College,  after  having 
previously  held  for  three  years  the  position  of  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the 
military  academy  at  West  Point.  Since  18.')8  to  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
the  Chief  Assayer  in  the  United  States  Assay  Office  in  New  York. 

Dr  Torrey  was  an  indefatigable  laborer  and  attained  more  than  ordinary 
success  in  various  branches  of  science  ;  but  his  most  important  labors  were  in 
the  field  of  botany.  As  early  as  1817  he  published  a  catalogue  of  the  plants 
growing  within  30  miles  of  New  York,  subsequently  a  "  Flora  of  the  Northern 
United  States,"  and  the  botanical  jiart  of  the  natural  history  survey  of  the 
State  of  New  "York.     In  connection  with  his  former  pupil,  Prolessor  Asa  Gray,. 
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he   elaborated  the  botanical  cDllections  of  tlie    expli)rin<r   expeditions  of   the 
National  (Jmernment    ami    published,  since    IH.'iB.  thp    "  Flora  of   the   United 

:t5tfttes,"  which  work  we  believe,  has  not  been  completed  jet. 

He  was  kind  and  penial  in  his  iiitPicourse  with  others,  and  always  ready  to 
cheer  and  aid  the  student  with  his  valuable  counsel. 

JisTi  «  vox  LiRRic  died  at  Munich  on  the  18lh  day  of  April,  at  the  ape  of 
70  years.  He  was  born  May  Hih.  1803,  at  Darmstadt,  where  his  father  carried 
on  a  business  in  paints  and  dru<rjrists'  materials,  and  by  experiments  for  prepar- 
ing paints  and  chemicals  incited  at  an  early  i)eriod  his  son's  inclination  and  fond- 
ness of  experimental  chemistry  and  his  study  of  chemical  literature,  of  which  he 
found  a  jrood  supply  at  the  Court  Library  at  Darmstadt  Determined  to  be- 
come a  chemist.  Liebiir  was  apprenticed  in  1818  to  an  apothecary  in  Heppen- 
heim,  but  soon  left  him  (in  1819)  to  po  to  the  university  of  Bonn,  and  afterwards 
to  Erlangen,  to  study  the  natural  sciences  and  particularly  chemistry.  Hut  his 
favorite  science  >vas  at  tiiat  time  little  cultivated  at  the  (ierman  Universities; 
in  1822  he  went  to  Paris  to  receive  the  instructions  of  masters  like  Gay-Lussac, 
Thenard.  Dulon<r,  etc.,  and  soon  after  presented  to  the  Paris  Academy  of 
Sciences  his  researches  en  fulminic  acid,  which  directed  Alexander  von  Hum- 
boldt's attention  towards  him.  through  whom  Gay-Lussac  was  more  especially 
"interested  in  the  young  chemist,  so  that  he  took  the  latter  into  his  private 
laboratory. 

In  1824,  Liebig  received  the  appointment  as  professor  extraordinary  of 
-chemistry  at  the  University  of  Giessen,  and  two  years  later  as  ordinary  pro- 
fessor. Here  he  established  a  model  chemical  laboratory  and  reorganized  the 
practical  instruction  so  that  the  little  University  soon  became  celebrated,  at- 
tracting a  large  number  of  students.  In  184.')  he  was  made  a  Baron,  and  having 
declined  all  previous  offers  to  other  Universities,  he  accepted  in  18")2  a  call  to 
Munich,  where  he  became  professor  of  chemistry  and  conservator  of  the 
laboratory,  and  subsequently  Pre.sident  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  and  Con- 
ser\  ator  General  of  all  the  scientific  cabinets  belonging  to  the  State  of  Bavaria. 
Under  GayLussac's  guidance  already,  he  commenced  his  labors  for  perfect- 
ing the  methods  of  elementary  analysis,  in  which  he  subsecjuently  succeeded  so 
■well  that  for  more  than  40  years  nearly  all  ultimate  analyses  have  been  made 
according  to  his  plans  or  by  slight  modifications  of  the  same. 

Liebig  s  researches  are  by  far  too  numerous  to  be  mentioned  even  in  the 
limited  space  of  this  sketch;  but  there  is  hardly  a  section  of  organic  chemistry 
which  has  not  been  enriched  by  his  own  personal  labors,  or  by  the  investigations 
of  his  pupili  performed  under  his  supervision.  His  researches  were  undertaken 
not  solely  tor  the  purpose  of  establishing  or  combatting  a  theory,  but  he  was 
always  inclined  to  point  out  the  practical  utility  of  the  results  obtained  towards 
their  technical  application  or  to  the  vital  affairs  of  man;  \m  researches  in  agri- 
cultural and  animal  chemistry,  his  soup  for  infants,  extract  of  meat,  etc.,  afford 
abundant  proofs  of  the  latter,  while  many  of  the  industrial  processes  now  in 
use  were  either  elaborated  by  him  or  are  but  slightly  modified  from  his  sug- 
gestions. Many  of  his  investigations  were  made  in  conjunction  with  oth-»r 
chemists,  some  of  the  earlier  with  Pelouze ;  but  particularly  fruitful  were  hia 
joint  labors  with  Wohler,  who,  his  senior  by  three  years,  is  still  active  at 
Giittingen. 

Liebig's  researches  were  published  in  Cotnptes  Rendus  of  the  Paris  Academy, 
in  the  Journal  de  (Jhimie  et  do  Physique,  in  the  Journal  de  (^himie  Medicale, 
in  Poggen  lorf's  Aniialen.  etc  ,  but  particularly  in  Annalen  der  Pharmacie,  the 
title  of  which  was  in  184(1  changed  to  Annalen  der  (Jhemie  und  Pharmacie  and 
which  has  been  edited  by  Liebig  and  Wohler  since  1838,  of  late  years  assisted 
by  youiigT  chemists. 

Such  fruitful  and  important  results  of  his  scientific  labors  were  universally 
recognized,  resulting  in  his  election  as  honorary  member  of  most  learned 
societies,  among  them  also  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy. 
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ON  INFUSION  OF  WILD  CHERRY  BARK. 
By  J.  B.  jVIoore. 

The  foi'inula  of  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia  for  the  infusion  of  wild 
cherry  bark  affords  an  unsatisfactory  preparation. 

The  infusion,  to  be  an  efficient  remedy,  should  be  carefully  made, 
and  shoifld  represent  the  tonic  as  well  as  the  sedative  properties  of 
the  bark  :  and,  since  water  extracts  but  a  meagre  portion  of  the  bitter 
tonic  principle  of  the  drug,  the  infusion  as  made  by  the  officinal  pro- 
cess can  be  said  to  faithfully  represent  only  the  sedative  properties. 
Moreover,  when  made  with  water  alone  as  the  menstruum,  the  infu- 
sion is  a  very  unstable  preparation,  liable  to  spoil,  in  warm  weather 
especially,  in  a  very  short  time. 

Glycerin  is  one  of  the  best  solvents  for  the  bitter  principle  of  wild 
cherry  bark  that  we  have,  and  when  associated  with  water  forms  a 
menstruum  perfectly  adapted  for  extracting  the  entire  medicinal  vir- 
tues of  the  bark ;  and  it  is  with  such  a  menstruum  that  I  propose 
making  the  infusion,  and  would  offer  the  following  formula  and  pro- 
cess, which  after  repeated  trials  has  proved  perfectly  satisfactory : 

E.     Powd.  Wild  Cherry  Bark,  No.  60,  3SS,  troy, 
Glycerin,  f^ij, 

Water,  temp.  86°, 

Water,  each  a  sufficient  quantity. 

Moisten  the  bark  with  six  fluid-drachms  of  water,  at  the  tempera- 
ture of  86°.  Allow  the  mixture  to  stand  for  two  hours  in  an  air- 
tight vessel,  at  about  the  same  temperature.     Then  pack  it  firmly  in 
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a  glass  percolator.  Mix  the  glycerin  with  ten  tluidouncos  of  water 
at  the  temperature  of  86°,  ami  gradually  pour  the  mixture  upon  the 
bark,  and  when  it  has  all  passed  from  the  surface  continue  the  perco- 
lation with  water  until  one  pint  of  infusion  is  obtained. 

In  the  above  formula  I  have  refrained  from  mixing  glycerin  with 
that  portion  of  the  water  with  which  the  bark  is  moistened,  lest  it 
might  possibly  interfere  with  or  retard  its  reaction  upon  the  bark. 

As  prepared  by  the  above  formula,  the  infusion  is  much  darker  in 
color  than  that  as  made  by  the  officinal  process,  and  much  more  bitter  ; 
the  taste  of  which,  however,  is  modified  and  rendered  more  agreeable 
by  the  glycerin  it  contains.  The  hydrocyanic  acid  odor  is  also  strongly 
marked  in  it. 

I  think  that  the  formula  for  this  infusion  might  be  still  further 
improved  by  doubling  the  strength  of  the  infusion,  that  is,  using  one 
troyounce  of  bark  to  the  pint  of  infusion  instead  of  half  a  troyounce 
as  is  now  employed.  I  can  see  no  possible  objection  to  such  a  change, 
but  can  see  many  reasons  why  it  should  bo  made.  It  would  greatly 
lessen  the  bulk  of  the  dose,  which  is  a  large  draught  for  a  delicate 
person  to  swallow.  The  dose  may  then  be  reduced  from  two  or  three 
fluidounces  to  two  or  three  tablespoonfuls. 

In  the  course  of  my  experiments  to  test  the  relative  merits  of  the 
above  formula  and  process  with  those  of  the  officinal,  I  made  upon 
several  occasions  a  sample  of  the  infusion  as  directed  in  the  above 
formula,  also  one  by  the  same  process,  but  doubling  the  quantity  of 
the  bark,  and  another  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  officinal  for- 
mula. 

The  sample  on  each  occasion  made  by  the  above  formula  kept, 
"without  apparent  change  in  sensible  properties,  for  about  ten  days, 
with  the  exception  of  very  slight  turbidity  xnd  a  little  deposit  of  resin- 
ous or  other  insoluble  matter,  which  was  of  no  consequence.  The 
characteristic  liydrocyanic  acid  odor,  however,'  remained  apparently 
undiminished  for  that  period,  after  which  I  could  perceive  a  graduHl 
loss  of  this  odor,  with  an  increased  cloudiness  and  deposit;  while 
the  sample  made  by  the  same  formula,  with  double  the  proportion 
of  the  bark  (one  troyounce  instead  of  half  a  troyounce  to  the  pint), 
kept  without  visible  change,  beyond  a  slight  cloudiness  and  a  little 
deposit,  for  about  sixteen  days,  retaining  its  characteristic  odor- 
and  taste  but  very  slightly  diminished  for  that  time.  But  the  sample 
on  each  occasion,  which  was  made  in  strict  conformity  to  the  officinal 
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formula,  with  water  alone  as  the  menstruum,  exhibited  in  a  very  short 
iime  a  cloudiness,  which  rapidly  increased,  and  the  hydrocyanic  odor 
was  entirely  lost  in  four  or  five  days,  while  the  infusion  became  en- 
tirely spoiled  and  unfit  for  use  in  less  than  a  week. 

These  samples  were  all  kept  in  the  same  situation  in  my  store  room, 
3t  a  temperature  ranging  from  60°  to  70°.  These  results  show  that 
there  can  be  no  question  about  the  advantages  in  the  use  of  glycerin 
in  the  preparation  of  this  infusion,  and  also  illustrate  the  advantages 
■of  increasing  the  strength  of  the  infusion,  as  it  seems  to  give  in- 
creased stability  to  the  preparation. 

The  glycerin  not  only  contributes  to  its  preservation,  but  also  forms 
•a  better  and  more  potent  menstruum  for  the  solution  of  the  virtues  of 
the  bark,  and  affords  a  much  more  active  and  efficient  preparation. 
The  sweet  taste  of  the  glycerin  also  serves  to  conceal  in  a  measure  the 
bitterness  of  the  infusion,  and  renders  it  more  agreeable  to  the  taste. 
•Glycerin  itself,  possessing  alterative,  nutrient  and  demulcent  properties, 
is  useful  in  almost  all  cases  in  which  the  infusion  of  wild  cherry  bark 
would  be  employed;  while  in  no  case  can  there  be  any  possible  objec- 
tion to  its  use. 

It  is  a  fact  well  known  to  all  observing  pharmacists  that  the  pro- 
portion of  hydrocyanic  acid  in  all  preparations  of  wild  cherry  bark 
gradually  diminishes  with  time,  and  sooner  or  later  entirely  disap- 
pears, especially  if  the  medicine  is  exposed  to  the  light. 

This  fact  alone  gives,  I  think,  additional  importance  to  the  infusion 
as  a  therapeutic  agent,  which,  when  carefully  and  properly  made,  fur- 
nishes a  preparation  embodying  all  the  medicinal  virtues  of  the  bark 
in  a  fresh  or  nascent  state,  and  in  an  eligible  form  for  administration ; 
and,  as  the  proportion  of  the  menstruum  to  the  bark  is  so  large,  it 
will  always,  with  ordinary  care,  insure  its  perfect  exhaustion  of  all 
that  is  medicinally  desirable. 

I  am  surprised  that  physicians  do  not  more  frequently  avail  them- 
selves of  the  use  of  this  preparation ;  I  presume  the  cause  of  its 
being  so  seldom  prescribed  is  owing  to  the  liability  of  the  officinal 
infusion  to  spoil  quickly,  and  the  prevailing  impression  of  its  ineffi- 
cacy.  If,  however,  physicians  can  have  this  preparation  made  so 
that  it  will  keep,  and  retain  its  medicinal  properties  unimpaired  for 
two  or  three  weeks,  and  prepared  in  such  a  manner  that  it  will  fully 
represent  the  entire  active  properties  of  the  bark,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  it  would  become  a  more  popular  remedy. 
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I  have  directed  in  the  above  process  a  two  hours'  preliminary  ma- 
ceration, instead  of  an  hour  as  in  the  officinal.  This  may,  even  with 
advantage,  be  prolonged  to  five  or  six  hours,  when  circumstances  will 
permit,  so  time  will  be  given  for  the  necessary  reactions  which  develop 
the  sedative  properties  of  the  bark  to  become  more  complete. 

The  temperature  of  the  water  with  which  tlie  bark  is  moistened 
preparatory  to  maceration  should  never  be  below  86°  to  90°,  and  the 
maceration  should  be  conducted  at  about  the  same  temperature,  as 
this  temperature  serves  to  promote  the  reactions  referred  to  above. 
Yet  care  must  be  exercised  not  to  allow  the  temperature  to  much  ex- 
ceed that  point,  otherwise  there  will  be  more  or  less  loss  of  hydrocy- 
anic acid.  Attention  to  this  point  is  of  like  importance,  also,  in  the 
manufacture  of  all  preparations  of  wild  cherry  bark  where  it  is  desir- 
able to  secure  its  full  sedative  power. 

Especially  is  this  necessary  in  cold  weather.  In  summer  the  water 
is  usually  warm  enough,  and  the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere  such 
as  to  render  the  resort  to  artificial  warmth  unnecessary. 

Some  pharmacists,  when  making  the  syrup  of  wild  cherry  bark^ 
after  moistening  the  bark  with  water  place  it  in  the  cellar  to  mace- 
rate ;  but  this  should  not  be  done,  as  most  cellars  are  too  cold  at  any 
season  for  this  purpose.  It  is  also  necessary  that  the  maceration  be 
conducted  in  an  air-tight  vessel,  otherwise  the  hydrocyanic  acid  will 
escape  almost  as  fast  as  it  is  generated.  There  is  another  precaution^ 
also,  that  it  is  well  to  observe  in  this  matter,  and  that  is  to  pack  the 
bark  rather  firmly  in  the  vessel  in  which  it  is  macerated,  as  this  will 
tend  to  confine  the  acid  and  prevent  its  waste. 

There  are  many  cases  of  disease  in  the  treatment  of  which  the 
physician  may  wish  to  combine  the  properties  of  tar  with  those  of 
wild  cherry  bark  ;  if  so,  an  elegant  and  valuable  combination  of  this, 
kind  may  be  formed  in  the  following  manner : 

!^(.     Tar,  pure,        .....     one  pint. 
Infusion  Wild  Cherry  Bark,     .  .     four  pints. 

To  the  infusion,  in  a  suitable  bottle,  or  other  air-tight  vessel,  add 
the  tar.  Set  it  aside  to  macerate  for  two  or  three  days.  Stir  the 
mixture  well  with  a  stick,  and  shake  it  vigorously  frequently  during 
the  maceration.     Then  filter  through  paper. 

The  siirrintj  directed  in  the  preparation  of  this  compound  infusion 
is  an  important  part  of  the   process,  as  it  breaks  up  the  tar  and  thus- 
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presents  a  larger  surface  of  it  to  the  action  of  the  solvent,  which 
enables  the  liquid  to  more  thoroughly  and  more  quickly  exhaust  the 
tar  of  all  that  is  soluble  in  it ;  whereas,  if  the  mixture  is  simply 
shaken  the  tar  will  often  remain  in  an  impermeable  mass,  the  interior 
of  which  is  entirely  inaccessible  to  the  menstruum.  This  same  treat- 
ment could,  I  think,  be  adopted  with  advantage  in  making  the  offici- 
nal "Infusum  Picis  LiquidiB." 

When  prepared  as  above  directed  and  filtered,  this  infusion  is  quite 
ti  handsome  preparation,  and  to  those  who  have  not  an  aversion  to 
the  taste  of  tar  it  is  not  an  unpleasant  one. 

Glycerin  being  a  good  solvent  of  the  medicinal  virtues  of  tar,  this 
■compound  infusion  possesses  the  properties  of  the  latter  in  a  high 
degree,  and  in  my  opinion  it  is  superior  medicinally  to  the  "  Wine 
-of  Tar,"  and  may  be  substituted  for  it  with  advantage  in  almost  all 
pectoral  diseases. 

It  will  be  found  an  excellent  remedy  in  chronic  pectoral  and  bron- 
chial affections,  and  may  often  be  used  also  with  good  efi"ects  in  the 
treatment  of  certain  diseases  of  the  kidneys  and  bladder.  The  phy- 
sician may  at  pleasure  combine  with  it  any  of  the  usual  expecto- 
rant, diuretic,  anodyne  or  diaphoretic  medicines. 

It  may  be  administered  in  the  dose  of  from  one  to  two  table- 
spoonfuls  every  two  or  three  hours,  as  required. 

This  infusion  is  not  so  liable  to  spoil  as  the  simple  infusion  of 
wild  cherry  bark.  Being  impregnated  with  the  antiseptic  properties 
of  tar,  it  will  keep  for  a  long  time  unchanged,  if  kept  in  a  cool, 
dark  place. 

In  the  late  revised  edition  of  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia,  I  observe 
that  the  Committee  of  Revision  have  given  some  attention  to  the 
infusion  of  wild  cherry  bark,  and  have  substituted  a  "  fine  powder" 
for  the  "  moderately  coarse"  one  employed  in  the  edition  of  1860. 
This  was  a  judicious  change,  and  I  regret  that  they  did  not  make 
the  same  alteration  in  the  formula  for  the  syrup  of  wild  cherry 
bark.  In  fact,  a  "very  fine"  powder  for  that  preparation  would 
not  be  at  all  too  fine ;  while  a  coarser  powder  than  No.  60  will  not 
yield  a  satisfactory  syrup  ;  for,  no  matter  how  firmly  packed,  the 
percolation,  when  a  coarser  powder  than  "No.  GO"  is  used,  proceeds 
too  rapidly,  and  the  bark  is  in  consequence  but  imperfectly  ex- 
hausted. 

JPhiladelphia,  March,  1873. 
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KXTRACTUM  PRUNI  YIRGINIANiE  FLUIDUM. 

By   Hakry   W.  Porter. 

Abstract  from  an  Inaugural  Essay. 

The  fluid  extract  of  wild  cherry  made  in  accordance  with  the  new 
Pharmacopoeia,  does  not,  I  believe,  represent  the  bark  as  fully  as. 
that  made  by  the  old  plan.  I'ercolation  and  evaporation  being 
necessary  in  all  cases,  the  objection  to  the  old  formula  seems  to. 
apply  to  that  part — a  very  essential  one — whore  emulsion  of  almonds, 
is  directed  to  be  added,  and  then  strained  and  filtered  out. 

This  objection  I  have  attempted  to  overcome  by  eliminating  an  un- 
necessary ingredient  which  serves  as  an  impediment,  and  by  reducing 
the  bulk  of  material  in  the  operation  for  developing  the  latent  hydro- 
cyanic acid.  This  is  accomplished  by  depriving  the  almonds  of  their 
fixed  oil,  which  amounts  to  more  than  one-half  their  weight  (54  per 
cent.),  and  of  other  matters  insoluble  in  water,  amounting  in  all  ta 
nearly  three-fourths  the  weight  of  the  almonds  ;  or,  in  other  words,. 
by  extracting  from  the  almonds  all  that  is  requisite  for  developing 
the  hydrocyanic  acid  represented  by  the  amygdalin  of  the  bark, 
namely,  a  nearly  pure  emulsin. 

I  prepare  a  smooth  paste  of  almonds,  not  necessarily  blanched,  and 
mix  with  it,  in  the  mortar  in  which  it  has  been  beaten,  sufficient  ben- 
zin  to  make  a  fluid  mass,  transfer  to  a  long  cylindrical  percolator  and 
treat  with  benzin  until  the  drops  falling  from  the  percolator  contaia 
no  fixed  oil. 

The  powder  remaining  in  the  percolator  is  then  turned  out,  and 
laid  by  to  dry  in  a  warm  place,  where  the  temperature  does  not  ex- 
ceed 100",  until  the  odor  of  benzin  has  entirely  disappeared.  One 
troy- ounce  of  almonds,  when  treated  in  this  manner,  yielded  160 
grains. 

I  next  treat  the  powder  with  water  by  percolation.  It  is  soon  ex- 
hausted, as  the  drops  from  the  percolator  soon  fail  to  give  a  precipi- 
tate when  added  to  alcohol.  A  dense  solution  results,  which  consists, 
largely  of  emulsin,  and  contains  small  proportions  of  gum  and  sugar* 
This  dense  aqueous  solution  is  then  added  to  some  properly  concen- 
trated fluid  extract  of  wild  cherry,  and  put  aside  for  twenty-four 
hours.     It  is  then  filtered,  and  finally  sugar  or  glycerin  added. 

This  process  may  seem  more  troublesome  or  difficult  than  the  one^ 
of  the  old  Pharmacopoeia,  but  such  has  not  been  my  experience. 

The  preparation  of  the  emulsin  solution  can  be  cfi'ected  while  the- 
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percolation  of  the  bark  and  the  evaporation  of  the  tincture  is  going 
on,  and  the  solution  can  be  added  as  soon  as  the  reduction  of  the 
tincture  is  accomplished.  The  preparation  of  the  emulsin  is  an  easy 
one,  the  greatest  care  to  be  observed  is  in  the  reduction  of  the  al- 
monds to  a  smooth  paste,  so  that  there  may  be  no  large  pieces  left 
to  retain  any  oil,  which  might  interfere  with  the  subsequent  aqueous 
solution. 

The  final  filtration  is  easily  made,  the  small  portions  of  emulsin 
and  the  gum  which  are  precipitated  by  the  tannin  of  the  fluid  extract 
do  not  clog  the  filter  in  the  least  appreciable  degree.  The  use  of  ben- 
zin  instead  of  ether  is  simply  a  matter  of  economy.  It  serves  the 
purpose  as  well  if  of  good  quality,  and  is  invariably  kept  in  the  shops. 

The  formula  I  have  worked  by  is  as  follows  : 

Take  of  wild  cherry  bark,  in  fine  powder,  sixteen  troy-ounces ;  gly- 
cerin, eight  fluid-ounces  ;  stronger  alcohol  and  water,  of  each,  a  suf- 
ficient quantity  ;  sweet  almonds,  two  troy-ounces;  benzin,  a  suflBcient 
quantity  ;  moisten  the  bark  with  eight  fluid-ounces  of  alcohol,  and 
pack  carefully  in  a  percolator ;  add  alcohol  until  three  pints  of  tinc- 
ture is  obtained,  from  this  distil  two  pints  and  a  half  of  alcohol,  mix 
the  residue  vfhh.  twenty  fluid-ounces  of  water,  evaporate  to  twenty- 
two  fluid-ounces,  pour  into  a  bottle,  and  add  the  solution  of  emulsin 
prepared  from  two  troy-ounces  of  almonds  by  the  process  above  de- 
scribed. Allow  the  mixture  to  stand  for  twenty-four  hours,  filter 
through  paper,  and  add  the  glycerin. 


IS  THERE  A  THIRD  ALKALOID  IN  HYDRASTIS  CANADENSIS? 

Bv  A.  K.  Hai.k. 

After  removing  the  berberina  from  tiie  watery  percolate  as  a  hy- 
drochlorate,  and  precipitating  hydrastia  by  careful  neutralization  with 
ammonia,  I  find  that  excess  of  ammonia  throws  down  another  pre- 
cipitate, more  resembling  berberina  than  hydrastia,  but  decidedly  dif- 
ferent from  the  former.  My  investigation  upon  this  question  has 
been  as  follows,  and  I  should  be  very  glad  to  receive  further  informa- 
tion or  explanation  of  the  results. 

I  treated  the  powdered  root  of  Hydrastis  Canadensis  in  a  percola- 
tor with  distilled  water  until  the  strength  seemed  to  be  exhausted, 
then  I  proceeded  to  remove  the  berberina  as  a  hydrochlorate  by  the 
addition  of  hydrochloric  acid.  Removing  this  precipitate  of  hydro- 
chlorate   of  berberina  by  filtration,  I  then  proceeded  to  obtain   the 
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hydrastia  by  adding  water  of  ammonia  (10  per  cent.),  until  a  precipi- 
tate ceased  to  be  thrown  down.  This  precipitate  I  separated  by  fil- 
tration, and  dissolved  in,  and  crystallized  from,  alcohol,  when,  in- 
stead of  hydrastia,  as  the  books  described  it,  I  found  that  the  char- 
acteristic prisms  of  hydrastia  were  colored  by  and  intimately  mixed 
with  a  yellow  powder,  which  I  supposed  to  be  berberina  that  had  not 
been  thrown  down  as  a  hydrochlorate. 

Being  thus  a  little  disconcerted  at  not  obtaining  the  result  I  hoped 
for,  I  made  another  percolate  of  the  drug,  and  to  the  mother  liquor 
of  berberina  I  carefully  added  water  of  ammonia  (10  per  cent.)  to  the 
neutral  point.  The  precipitate  thus  obtained  I  dissolved  in  and  crys- 
tallized from  alcohol,  which  furnished  beautiful  and  well  defined 
prismatic  crystals  of  hydrastia,  free  from  yellow  coloring  matter  at 
all  resembling  berberina. 

To  the  neutral  mother  liquor  of  hydrastia  I  now  added  water  0^ 
ammonia  (]0  per  cent.)  to  a  strong  alkaline  reaction.  This  gave  me 
a  yellow  precipitate,  which  I  separated,  and  found  to  correspond  with 
the  yellow  powder  above  mentioned,  as  accompanying  the  first  attempt 
to  obtain  hydrastia,  and  to  be  darker  in  color  than  berberina  and  to 
possess  the  following  reactions.  When  dissolved  in  alcohol  it  has  a 
neutral  reaction  with  a  solution  of  litmus. 

Taking  corresponding  proportions  of  berberina  (designated  by  "a") 
and  the  new  substance  resembling  berberina  (designated  by  "6"),  and 
applying  a  few  reagents,  the  following  results  were  obtained  : 

In  cold  nitric  acid  "6"  is  the  least  soluble,  and  both  form  red  solu- 
tions when  the  acid  is  heated.  In  water,  at  60°  F.,  "^"  is  the  least 
soluble  ;  both  dissolve  in  hot  »vater.  In  hot  sulphuric  acid,  "a" 
gives  a  yellow  solution  ;  "6,"  a  reddish-brown  solution.  In  cold  solu- 
tion of  caustic  potassa,  "a"  is  the  most  soluble.  When  heated  in 
hydrochloric  acid,  "a''  furnishes  the  darker  solution;  and  when  the 
hot  hydrochloric  acid  solutions  are  allowed  to  cool,  "a"  crystallizes 
while  the  solution  is  still  warm,  giving  an  abundant  crop  of  bright  yel- 
low needles,  while  "6"  remains  in  solution  until  nearly  or  quite  cold, 
and  then  only  crystallizes  sparingly  in  darker  and  largor  needles 
than  "a."  Dissolved  in  warm  water  and  tested  with  iodohydrargy- 
rate  of  potassium,  "a"  gives  an  abundant  yellow  precipitate,  while 
the  preci[)itate  furnished  by  "i"  is  less  abundant  and  of  a  very  light 
yellow,  almost  straw-color. 

Fearing  "6"  might  be  a  modification  of  ''a"  by  the  action   of  am- 
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monia,  I  subjected  "a"  to  the  influence  of  ammonia  for  several  days, 
but  observed  no  change.  Obtained  as  above  described,  "i"  exists  in 
Hydrastis  Canadensis  in  less  quantity  than  hydrastia. 

The  ultimate  contents  of  "^"  I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  determine. 

Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  May  10th,  1873. 


IODIDE  AND  BROMIDE  OF  AMMONIUM. 
By  Charlks  Rice. 

The  process  adopted  in  the  last  Pharmacopoeia  for  the  preparation 
of  iodide  of  ammonium  was  published  several  years  ago  in  the  Pro- 
-ceedings  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association  (1866),  and  in 
the  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy  (1867),  and  no  doubt  yields  an 
excellent  product,  although  the  latter  is  contaminated  with  a  minute 
proportion  of  sulphate  of  potassa.  But  the  quantities  of  iodide  of 
potassium  and  of  sulphate  of  ammonia,  which  the  Pharmacopoeia 
ilirects  to  be  used,  are  not  correct.  Four  troy-ounces  of  iodide  of 
potassium,  combining  in  equivalent  proportion  with  sulphate  of  am- 
monia— supposing  the  latter  to  contain  no  water  of  crystallization — 
require  more  than  one  troy-ounce  of  the  latter,  as  the  following  dia- 
gram shows : 

KI  (166)  +  NH,0,S03(66)  -=  KO,S03(87)  -f  NHJ  (145),  hence 
1920  grs.  of  iodide  of  potassium  require  for  complete  decomposition 
764  grs.  of  sulphate  of  ammonia.  Now,  since  it  is  safer  to  employ 
an  excess  of  sulphate  of  ammonia  than  of  iodide  of  potassium,  the 
'quantity  of  the  former  should  not  be  less  than  867  grains,  which 
would  make  allowance  for  an  additional  equivalent  of  water  in  the 
-sulphate,  and  any  excess  of  the  latter  would  be  thrown  down  along 
with  sulphate  of  potassa  by  alcohol. 

As  regards  the  process  for  preparing  bromide  of  ammonium,  T  al- 
most regret  that  the  Committee  did  not  adopt  the  same  plan  here  as 
in  the  case  of  the  iodide.  It  is  true  that  the  product  will  not  con- 
tain any  foreign  salt,  such  as  sulphate,  and  that  the  only  drawback 
in  this  process  is  tlie  not  unfrequent  elimination  of  bromine  and  hy- 
<lrobromic  acid ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  advantage  is  on  the 
side  of  the  other  process,  which  yields  a  product,  never  exhibiting 
any  signs  of  decomposition,  although  containing  a  very  small  amount 
of  sulphate  of  potassa,  and  being  all  that  can  be  desired  by  the  pho^ 
tographer  as  well   as  by  the    pharmacist.     I   have   prepared  several 
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hundred  pounds  during  a  number  of  years  past  by  the  sulphate  of 
ammonia  process,  and  have  never  found  the  least  trace  of  decompo- 
sition, while  the  same  salt  prepared  by  the  other  (now  officinal)  pro- 
cess has  not  unfrequcntly  liberated  free  bromine  and  turned  acid. 
It  is  a  curious  fact  that  iodides  and  bromides,  especially  the  former, 
prepared  by  the  intervention  of  iron,  are  rather  prone  to  develop  in 
the  course  of  time,  free  hydracids  and  halogens,  unless  the  salt  has 
been  exposed  to  a  high  degree  of  temperature,  which  is,  of  course, 
inadmissible  in  the  ca.se  of  ammonium  salts.-  One  explanation  of 
this  fact  is  suggested  by  the  results  observed  in  following  another 
well  known  process,  formerly  much  used,  and  even  yet  practised,  in 
the  preparation  of  iodides  and  bromides,  namely,  to  convert  the  I 
and  Br  into  HI  and  lIBr  by  means  of  IIS,  cither  in  the  presence  of 
the  base  or  its  carbonate,  or  previous  to  coming  in  contact  therewith. 
This  process  yields  a  product,  in  the  case  of  I,  of  very  feeble  sta- 
bility, and  obstinately  retaining  traces  of  sulphur,  which  it  is  next  to- 
impossible  to  get  rid  of.  In  the  case  of  bromine,  the  durability  is 
longer,  but  decomposition  frequently  ensues  after  some  time.  The 
presence  of  sulphur,  even  in  most  minute  proportions,  appears  to  lead 
to  such  a  result,  and  traces  of  it,  present  in  the  iron  employed,  are, 
I  believe,  the  cause  of  like  effects  in  the  first-mentioned  process- 
Photographers  cun  make  no  use  whatever  of  such  iodides  and  bro- 
mides;  the  faint  trace  of  sulphur  still  remaining  produces  at  once  a 
peculiar  fogginess  and  spots  upon  the  film,  and  there  is  scarcely  a 
more  sensitive  test  for  the  detection  of  minute  traces  of  sulphur  than 
the  silvered  collodion-film. 

I  annex  a  working  formula  for  bromide  of  ammonium. 

Dissolve  4  troy-ounces  of  bromide  of  potassium  in  (3  fluid-ounces  of 
boiling  water,  and  o  troy-ounces  of  sulphate  of  ammonia  in  4J  fluid- 
ounces  of  boiling  water.  Mix  the  solutions  >\;hile  hot,  and  allow  to 
cool.  Then  add  H  ounces  of  alcohol,  and  set  it  aside  for  twenty- 
four  hours.  Tour  off  the  clear  liquid,  wash  the  precipitate  with  a 
small  quantity  of  a  mixture  of  1  part  alcohol  and  4  parts  water,  and 
concentrate  to  the  point  of  crystallization.  In  working  upon  a  larger 
scale,  it  is  advisable  to  redissolve  the  first  crop  of  crystals  of  bromide 
of  ammonium  in  a  small  tjuantity  of  very  cold  water,  and  allowing  as 
short  a  time  as  possible  for  the  solution.  The  greater  part  of  the 
accompanying  sulphate  of  potassa,  which  has  crystallized  out  at  the 
same   time,  will   remain  undissolved  at   first,  and  may  be  removed^ 


'^ju'^inii^T*'-}       Bark  of  Piinos  VerticiUata,  etc.  251 

when  the  solution  may  be  again  concentrated,  until   a  pellicle  forms. 
The  successive  crops  of  crystals  are  first  drained,  then  dried   on  blot- 
ting paper  laid  upon  porous  bricks  with  a  very  gentle  heat. 
New  York,  Maxj  13,  1873. 


ON   THE    YELLOW  COLOR   OF  THE   BARK  OF  PRINOS  VERTI- 

CILLATA. 
By  William  J.  Lerch. 

From  the  author's  inaugural  essay  we  extract  the  following  ex- 
periments, undertaken  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  the- 
yellow  color  of  the  bark  is  due  to  berberina  ;  the  probability  of  which 
had  been  suggested  by  Professor  Maisch. 

A  decoction  was  made  by  boiling  sixteen  troy  ounces  of  the  bark, 
coarsely  powdered,  repeatedly  with  water ;  on  mixing  the  solutions 
and  filtering  I  obtained  a  dark  yellow  colored  liquid,  with  a  strong- 
odor  and  taste  of  the  drug,  and  ver^  prone  to  froth.  This  decoction 
I  evaporated  to  the  consistence  of  an  extract,  which  I  digested  in  hot 
alcohol  in  the  proportion  of  half  a  pint  to  the  pound  of  bark,  and 
again  filtered.  To  this  I  added  one-fourth  of  its  bulk  of  water  and 
recovered  most  of  the  alcohol  by  distillation  ;  to  the  remaining  liquid, 
while  still  hot,  I  added  sulphuric  acid  in  slight  excess  and  set  it 
aside  for  several  days,  hoping  to  obtain  crystals  of  sulphate  of  ber- 
berina, but  failed. 

I  then  repeated  the  above  experiment  twice,  using  muriatic  acid 
and  nitric  successively,  but  with  similar  results. 

I  then  exhausted  a  portion  of  the  bark  by  boiling  it  with  hydrate 
of  lime  and  water  several  times,  mixed  the  decoctions  filtered,  pre- 
cipHated  the  lime  with  sulphate  of  zinc  and  again  filtered,  evaporated 
this  to  the  consistence  of  an  extract,  treated  it  with  alcohol,  filtered, 
evaporated  the  alcoholic  solution,  treated  this  with  boiling  water ;  on 
cooling  1  failed  to  get  any  crystals.  I  then  added  to  this  sulphuric 
acid,  but  with  the  same  result. 

I  then  exhausted  another  portion  of  bark  with  alcohol,  distilled  off" 
most  of  the  alcohol,  evaporated  the  residue  to  dryness,  treated  this 
with  boiling  water,  filtered,  and  added  muriatic  acid  in  slight  excess, 
and  set  aside  as  before,  but  again  failed  to  get  any  crystals. 

The  above  experiments  were  all  repeated  several  times,  with  simi- 
lar results.  The  bark  used  was  a  very  fine  article,  collected  late  ia 
the  fall,  and  of  the  fourth  year's  growth. 
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ON  THE  TASTELESS  IODIDE   AND  CHLORIDE  OF  IRON* 

New  York,  April  18th,  1873. 
Editor  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy  : 

Dear  Sir: — If  you  ask  me  what  kin<i  of  combination  citrate  of 
potassa  can  form  with  sesqui-ioclide  of  iron,  I  will  answer  frankly 
that  I  cannot  say  with  certitude  ;  it  is  probably  a  combination  similar 
to  the  medicinal  pyrophosphate  of  iron  or  the  green  scales  of  sesqui- 
phosphate  of  iron  and  citrate  of  potassa  I  sent  you  last  year.  That 
they  form  a  combination  does  not  admit  of  any  doubt,  for  the  physi- 
cal and  chemical  changes  are  such  as  would  not  be  presented  by  a 
simple  mixture.  But,  be  the  combination  what  it  may,  I  believe  the 
new  salt  represents  exactly  the  results  of  what  happens  in  the  stomach 
when  protoiodide  of  iron  is  administered.  Protoiodide  of  iron  cannot 
be  absorbed  as  it  is,  for  no  protosalt  of  iron  is  ever  found  in  the  ani- 
mal system  ;  when  ingested  into  the  stomach  it  must  change  in  whole 
or  in  part  into  sesqui-iodide,  whicR,  combining  with  the  citrates,  tar- 
trates, oxalates,  malates  or  lactates,  etc.,  always  present  in  human 
food,  becomes  ready  for  absorption.  The  balance  of  the  iodide  of 
iron  is  probably  eliminated,  like  all  unabsorbed  substances  (I  leave 
acetates  purposely  out  of  the  list,  for  acetic  acid  is  monobasic,  and 
this  class  of  compounds  seem  to  be  limited  to  the  salts  of  polybasic 
vegetable  acids).  This  explains  also  why  protoiodide  of  iron  is  best 
administered  just  before  a  meal ;  for  the  food  supplies  the  stomach 
with  both  the  oxygen  and  the  vegetable  salts  necessary  for  the  diges- 
tion of  the  ferrous  compound. 

The  new  iodide  of  iron,  according  to  this  theory,  ought  to  be  more 
effective  and  more  uniformly  so  than  the  protoiodide,  for  it  comes  all 
ready  for  absorption,  while  the  old  salt,  being  absorbed  only  with  the 
help  of  other  variable  substances,  will  vary  more  or  less  in  its  effects, 
besides  interfering  with  the  natural  functions^  of  the  stomach. 

Experiments  made  by  Dr.  Lalanne,  of  this  city,  have  confirmed 
this  view  and  have  served  to  determine  the  medicinal  dose  of  the  new 
combination.  This  was  necessary  on  account  of  the  entirely  different 
character  of  the  new  and  the  old  form  of  iodide  of  iron.  It  has  been 
found  that  from  one  to  three  grains  of  the  salt  have  the  same  medi- 
cinal effect  as  an  average   dose  of  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia  syrup  of 

*The  above  portion  of  a  i)riratc  letter  touches  upon  several  ioteresting  and 
importaut  points,  and  is  published  with  the  consent  of  the  author  upon  the 
request  of  the  Editor  of  the  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy. 
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protoiodide.  As  the  new  salt  contains  about  42  pex'  cent,  of  iodine 
and  9  per  cent,  ot  metallic  iron,  this  shows  that  its  effects  are  pro- 
portionally greater  than  those  obtained  from  the  same  substances 
administered  as  protoiodide. 

Its  medical  properties  are,  otherwise,  precisely  the  same  as  those 
of  the  officinal  iodide  of  iron,  and  its  administration  has  always  been 
followed  by  the  most  gratifying  results  ;  but  it  is  not  my  province  to 
speak  of  this,  except  to  mention  that  it  has  found  great  favor  among 
children  and  female  patients,  on  account  of  its  relatively  pleasant 
taste  and  because  it  never  blackens  their  teeth. 

Much  of  this  applies  also  to  the  tasteless  tincture  of  muriate  of 
iron.  The  officinal  tincture  is  still  more  injurious  to  the  teeth  than 
the  syrup  of  protoiodide  of  iron ;  it  not  merely  blackens  them,  but 
destroys  them  when  used  long  enough.  I  have  heard  some  dentists 
speak  very  strongly  on  the  subject.  The  tincture  I  send  you  con- 
tains the  same  proportion  of  iron  as  the  tinct.  ferri  sesquichloridij, 
U.  S.  P.  I  left  tiie  dose  the  same  as  that  of  the  officinal  prepara- 
tion, but  I  have  no  doubt  that  experiments  now  being  made  will  war- 
rant a  reduction  in  the  dose. 


In  regard  to  the  quantity  of  citric  acid  needed  for  one  fluid-ounce 
of  tincture  of  muriate  of  iron,  I  have  found  from  recent  experiments 
that  it  requires  from  90  to  95  grains  of  citric  acid  neutralized  by  180 
to  190  grains  of  crystallized  carbonate  of  soda  to  transform  that 
quantity  into  the  tasteless  compound.  It  seems  singular  at  first  sight 
that  the  more  acid  is  the  solution  of  muriate  of  iron,  the  more  citric 
acid  it  requires ;  but  it  is  easy  to  account  for  that  apparent  anomaly : 
for,  any  excess  of  muriatic  acid  decomposing  a  corresponding  quan- 
tity of  citrate  of  soda,  more  of  that  salt  is  needed  in  proportion  to 
the  free  acid  present. 

J.  Creuse. 

New  York,  May  20,  1873. 


ON  THE  FLOWERS  OF  SOLIDAGO  BICOLOR. 
By  Adam  Coxratii. 
From  an  Inaugural  Essay. 

The  flowers  which  were  used   for  the  experiments    hereafter  to  be 
noticed  were  collected  in  the  vicinity  of  Gcrmantown  in  the  forepart 
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of  September.     After  being  carefully  dried  in  the  shade  they  pos- 
sessed an  agreeable  aromatic  odor,  and  a  slight  bitterish  taste. 

An  infusion  made  with  boiling  water  was  destitute  of  any  bitter- 
ness, and  upon  examination  of  the  flowers  so  extracted,  they  were 
found  to  be  still  bitter.  A  small  portion  was  next  treated  with  di- 
luted alcohol,  which  proved  to  extract  all  its  sensible  properties. 

Three  tinctures  were  next  made  ;  one  with  other,  one  with  alcohol 
and  one  with  diluted  alcohol.  On  evaporating  the  diluted  alcohol 
tincture  to  the  consistency  of  a  solid  extract,  it  was  found  to  weigh 
IT  per  cent,  of  the  weight  of  flowers.  The  alcoholic  and  ethereal 
tinctures  yielded  decidedly  less  extract,  whereupon  the  flowers  ex- 
tracted with  these  menstrua  were  subjected  to  percolation  with  cold 
water,  which,  upon  evaporation  to  the  consistency  of  a  solid  extract, 
yielded  from  flowers  previously  extracted  with  ether  13-8  per  cent, 
of  their  original  weight,  while  those  previously  extracted  with  alco- 
hol yielded  12  per  cent.  These  aqueous  extracts  were  very  tena- 
cious, of  a  honey-like  odor  and  peculiar  malt-like  taste.  Solutions 
of  the  aqueous  extracts  gave  precipitates  with  gelatin,  basic  and  neu- 
tral acetate  of  lead,  a  black  coloration  with  ferric  salts,  and  reduced 
the  cupric  oxide  in  Trommer's  test,  indicating  the  presence  of  glucose 
and  tannin. 

I  endeavored  to  purify  the  grape  sugar  as  much  as  possible  by  re- 
peatedly dissolving  in  alcohol  and  precipitating  with  ether,  and  after 
this  boiling  with  animal  charcoal ;  it,  however,  retained  a  light  brown 
color. 

The  extract  obtained  from  the  diluted  alcohol  tincture  had  a  bitter 
•and  somewhat  acrid  taste.  It  was  treated  with  hot  water  acidulated 
with  muriatic  acid  and  filtered,  leaving  a  resinous  residue.  The  fil- 
trate was  supersaturated  with  magnesia,  boiled  and  set  aside  for  twenty- 
four  hours.  It  was  then  filtered,  the  undissolved  residue  washed  with 
cold  water  and  dried.  The  dry  residue,  digested  in  hot  alcohol, 
brought  on  a  filter  and  washed  with  the  same  menstruum,  yielded  a 
clear  filtrate  having  no  marked  taste.  After  standing  several  days 
no  change  occurred.  It  was  nov^  evaporated  to  a  small  bulk,  when 
it  assumed  a  yellowish  tint,  and  upon  standing  became  turbid.  Lastly, 
it  was  carefully  evaporated  to  dryness  on  a  water-bath,  leaving  a 
resin-like  film  on  the  bottom  of  the  beaker.  Cold  water  partially 
dissolved  this,  while  acidulated  water  had  but  little  effect  upon  the 
residue. 
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Both  these  solutions  were  tested  with  iodohydrargyrate  of  potassium, 
after  being  duly  acidulated  with  HCl,  without  any  immediate  effect  ; 
on  standing,  however,  a  resinous  precipitate  occurred,  the  liquid  at 
the  same  time  being  decolorized.  .Judging  from  this  behavior,  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  no  alkaloid  present,  and  the  sub- 
stance precipitated  by  the  magnesia  and  subsequently  dissolved  by 
the  alcohol  was  merely  resin. 

The  alcoholic  tincture  was  next  evaporated  to  a  small  bulk  after 
having  recovered  most  of  the  alcohol  by  distillation.  On  cooling,  the 
resinous  portion  separated  from  the  aqueous  liquid.  More  water  was 
now  added,-  and  the  whole  brought  on  a  filter  and  washed.  The 
residue  consisted  of  a  resin  partially  soluble  in  ether  ;  the  greater 
part  was  little  affected  by  carbon  bisulphide,  but  was  readily  soluble 
in  alcohol.  This  latter  portion  amounted  to  2'13  per  cent,  of  flowers 
employed.  The  portion  soluble  in  ether  was  only  one  fifth  of  this, 
making  the  amount  of  resin  contained  in  the  flowers  and  soluble  in 
ether  and  alcohol  2-56  per  cent. 

To  this  resin  is  due  what  bitterness  the  flowers  possess.  When 
isolated  it  has  a  sharp,  bitter  and  acrid  taste,  and  a  peculiar  disagree- 
able odor.  The  ethereal  tincture  yielded  on  evaporation  mostly  chlo- 
rophyll. 

The  flowers  yielded  on  distillation  a  milky  distillate,  which,  on 
standing,  separated  globules  of  oil,  the  quantity,  however,  being  very 
sinall.  The  distillate  was  successively  treated  with  ether  in  order  to 
dissolve  out  the  oil,  and  the  solution  so  obtained  left  to  spontaneous 
evaporation.     A  minute  portion  of  oil  was  thus  obtained. 

It  was  of  a  yellow  color,  lighter  than  water,  and  had  a  pleasant 
aromatic  odor.  The  quantity  was  so  small  that  further  experiments 
could  not  be  made  with  it.  In  regard  to  its  odor,  I  would  state  that 
it  had  no  resemblance  to  any  of  the  volatile  oils  known  to  me  and 
.generally  kept  in  drug  stores. 


ON  THE  ROOT  OF  EUPHORBIA  IPECACUANHA. 

By  Christopher  Petzelt. 

Abstract  from  an  Inaugural  Essay. 

The  root,  which  is  the  officinal  portion,  is,  according  to  Dr.  Barton, 
equally  efiicacious  at  whatever  period  collected. 
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The  root  used  in  the  following  experiments  was  gathered  by  me  on 
the  third  of  August,  in  the  vicinity  of  Camden,  N.  J. 

It  was  first  reduced  to  powder,  this  macerated  with  ether  for  six 
days,  tiien  transferred  to  a  percolator  and  couij)lete]y  exhausted  with 
ether;  this  percolate  was  set  aside  for  future  experiments.  The  resi- 
due was  transferred  to  a  capsule,  and  set  in  a  warm  place  to  facilitate 
the  evaporation  of  the  remaining  ether. 

This  residue  was  macerated  with  95  per  cent,  alcohol  for  four  days, 
then  in  a  percolator  exhausted  with  alcohol,  tlie  percolate  set  aside, 
the  residue  placed  in  an  evaporating-dish,  and  by  means  of  a  sand- 
bath  the  remaining  alcohol  driven  off. 

The  powdered  root  which  had  been  completely  extracted  by  ether 
and  alcohol  was  digested  in  water,  acidulated  with  hydrochloric  acid, 
at  a  temperature  of  eighty  degrees,  for  eight  days.  It  was  then 
strained,  filtered,  and  the  filtrate  set  aside  for  future  investigation. 

Experiment  1.  The  clear  ethereal  tincture  was  allowed  to  evaporate 
spontaneously.  A  soft  yellow  mass  was  left  behind,  which  was  dis- 
solved in  benziii,  allowed  to  evaporate  spontaneously,  and  found  to 
consist  of  wax  and  fixed  oil. 

Experiment  2.  The  clear  alcoholic  tincture  was  evaporated  by  a 
water-bath  to  a  small  bulk,  set  aside  for  three  days,  but  no  change 
taking  place  in  its  appearance,  it  was  evaporated  by  a  steam  bath. 
A  dark-brown  soft  resinous  mass  resulted,  the  taste  of  which  is  at 
first  feeble,  but  when  kept  on  the  tongue  for  a  short  time,  or  brought 
in  contact  vvith  the  palate,  has  a  nauseous  and  very  pungent  taste. 
When  a  half  grain  of  this  resinous  matter  was  swallowed  it  acted  as 
a  cathartic,  producing  watery  stools;  in  doses  of  \l  or  2  grains  it 
produced  nausea  and  vomiting. 

It  appears,  according  to  a  statement  of  th>'  late  Dr.  Ilewson,  of 
Philadelpliia,  that  this  emetic  was  the  subj'^ct  of  an  inaugural  essay 
by  Dr.  Koyal,  and  that  experiments  conducted  with  it  among  the  con- 
victs in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  proved  it  to  be  advantageously 
available  for  all  the  purposes  of  an  emetic. 

Experiment  3.  This  resinous  matter  is  insoluble  in  ether  and  ben- 
zin.  When  treated  with  acidulated  water  until  completely  exhausted, 
the  solution  gave  no  precipitate  with  iodoliydrargyrate  of  potassium 
or  tannin.  When  redissolved  in  alcohol  it  is  copiously  precipitated 
on  addition  of  a  solution  of  subacetate  of  lead. 
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Experiment  4.  The  acidulated  aqueous  extract  of  the  root,  previ- 
ously exhausted  by  ether  and  alcohol,  contained  salts,  among  them 
sulphate  of  calcium. 

Experiment  5.  A  portion  of  the  root  was  boiled  in  water,  and  the 
decoction  strained,  being  too  thick  and  gummy  to  filter  through  paper. 
It  afforded  no  precipitate  with  gelatin,  was  colored  intensely  blue  by 
iodine,  was  not  aflfected  by  sesquichloride  of  iron,  but  copiously  pre- 
cipitated by  subacetate  of  lead. 

Experiment  6,  A  decoction  of  the  root  contains  glucose,  as  it 
readily  reduces  oxide  of  copper  in  Trommer's  test. 

My  experiments  indicate  that  the  emetic  and  cathartic  properties 
of  the  root  of  Euphorbia  ipecacuanha  are  solely  due  to  its  resin. 

This  resin  may  be  prepared  by  reducing  a  given  quantity  of  the 
root  to  a  moderately  fine  pow^der,  and  exhausting  it  in  the  usual  man- 
ner with  alcohol,  distilling  off  this  menstruum,  adding  the  residue  to 
water,  washing  and  drying  the  precipitate,  which  is  soft  and  of  a  yel- 
lowish color,  partly  soluble  in  ether ;  and  the  residue,  when  dissolved 
in  the  officinal  solution  of  potassa,  is,  like  the  resin  of  jalap,  not  pre- 
cipitated on  the  addition  of  dilute  muriatic  acid  in  excess. 

The  constituents  found  in  the  root  of  Euphorbia  ipecacuanha  are 
resin,  fixed  oil,  wax,  starch,  glucose  and  inorganic  salts. 


SUPPOSITORIES. 
By  Wm.  B.  'Addingtox,  Norfolk,  Va. 

As  summer  is  now  approaching,  and  suppositories  seem  to  be  more 
used  then,  I  will  give  the  public  the  benefit  of  my  manipulation, 
which  I  think  will  set  at  rest  this  vexing  subject,  and  save  the  break- 
ing of  knuckles  and  the  third  commandment  in  future.  My  improve- 
ment consists  simply  in  lining  each  half  of  the  moulds  with  tinfoil. 
Get  the  full  impression  of  the  mould  in  the  foil  by  means  of  a  smooth 
stick  the  shape  of  the  mould,  then  close  the  moulds  ;  this  will  line 
the  moulds  smoothly.  The  materials  are  then  prepared  and  melted 
in  the  manner  directed  by  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia,  and  poured  into 
the  tinfoil-lined  moulds.  In  a  few  minutes  the  suppositories  are  solid, 
and  the  foil  is  removed  without  the  least  trouble.  I  do  not  think  tin- 
foil is  incompatible  with  the  substances  generally  prescribed  in  sup- 
pository form.  I  think  those  who  try  this  process  will  admit  its 
advantage  over  those  in  use. 

14 
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SOLUTION  OF   ISINGLASS  IX  WATER. 
By  C.  Carroll  Meyer. 
From  an  Inangnral  Essay. 

One  hundred  grains  each  of  the  following  kinds,  American  ribbon^ 
American  sheet,  Russian  and  rrussian(?)  isinglass  were  treated  separ- 
ately, first  with  f5viii  of  water  to  soften,  then  fsviii  more  of  water 
were  added  and  boiled  until  all  soluble  matter  was  extracted,  then 
filtered,  and  the  following  table  will  show  the  solubility  of  the  dif- 
ferent kinds  experimented  with : 


Isinglass. 


Quantity  used.  Soluble.  Insoluble. 


American  strip. 

100  grs. 

1     70  grs. 

"        sheet. 

100     " 

i     82     " 

Russian, 

100    " 

•     88     " 

Prussian, 

100     " 

'     80     " 

30  grs. 
18     " 
12     " 
20     " 


From  the  foregoing  experiments  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Russian  is 
the  most  soluble  and  the  American  strip  the  least  soluble. 

The  bladder  of  a  hake  fish,  weighing  5xv,  was  washed  with  water 
to  remove  salt,  and  boiled  with  sufficient  water  until  all  soluble  matter 
was  obtained,  then  filtered,  and  found  to  contain  31  of  insoluble 
matter. 

As  aqueous  solutions  are  prone  to  decompose,  experiments  were 
made  to  see  if  anything  would  arrest  decomposition,  and  glycerin  was 
found  to  answer  very  well  in  the  proportion  of  one  part  glycerin 
to  fifteen  parts  solution  of  isinglass.  Solutions  to  which  glycerin 
was  added  kept  sweet  and  were  quite  palatable,  while  those  to  which 
no  glycerin  had  been  added  soon  decomposcjl,  and  became  quite  of' 
fensive  to  both  taste  and  smell. 


AN  ADULTERATION  OF  CREAM  OF  TARTAR. 
By  Geori^e  W.  Ke.n.nedy. 
A  sample  of  cream  of  tartar  was  handed  me  by  a  merchant  of  our 
town,  with  the  request  that  I  should  examine  it  and  give  my  opinion 
as  to  its  purity.  I  tasted  it  and  at  once  discovered  that  it  was  an 
adulterated  article.  The  taste  was  decidedly  acid  and  astringent ;  in 
appearance  it  was  rather  lumpy,  resembling  cream  of  tartar  that  had 
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been  wet  and  dried,  and  in  color  yellowish  white.  I  treated  it  with 
ammonia,  and  found  a  large  per  cent,  was  insoluble.  This  ammoni- 
acal  solution  was  treated  with  chloride  of  barium,  whereby  a  precipi- 
tate was  obtained  which  was  not  entirely  soluble  in  boiling  nitric  acid  ; 
the  insoluble  portion  contained  sulphuric  acid,  which  no  doubt  had 
been  united  witk  aluminum,  in  the  form  of  common  alum. 

The  insoluble  portion  of  treatment  No.  1  was  next  treated  with 
acetic  acid,  which  dissolved  part  of  the  deposit.  Hydrochloric  acid 
was  then  added  to  the  acetic  solution,  which  made  a  clear  solution. 
Acetate  of  sodium  was  added  to  get  rid  of  the  hydrochloric  acid  and 
replace  it  by  free  acetic  acid.  This  acetic  solution  was  treated  with 
oxalate  of  ammonium,  yielding  a  precipitate  of  oxalate  of  calcium, 
which  was  insoluble  in  acetic  acid,  but  readily  soluble  in  hydro- 
chloric acid ;  a  second  portion  of  the  acetic  acid  solution  was 
acted  on  with  ammonia,  which  caused  a  gelatinous  white  precipi- 
tate, proving  the  presence  of  aluminum.  The  residue  left  after 
treatment  with  ammonia  and  acetic  acid,  was  treated  with  hydrochlo- 
ric acid,  results  in  solution  of  chloride  of  aluminum  and  tartrate  of 
calcium,  with  a  small  residue.  This  residue  was  treated  with  tincture 
of  iodine,  which  instantly  produced  a  blue  color  characteristic  of 
iodide  of  amylum,  and  by  drying  and  burning,  a  mere  trace  of  ash 
was  left. 

I  might  state  here  that  the  original  cream  of  tartar,  when  treated 
with  carbonate  of  potassium,  evolved  ammonia,  recognized  by  its  odor, 
also  by  browning  turmeric  proper,  and  giving  white  clouds  with  acetic 
acid.    From  the  above  process  adopted,  the  following  is  the  result : — 

I.  Treatment  with  ammonia  : — 

1.  Bitartrate  of  potassium  is  dissolved  ;  also  sulphuric  acid  (of 

alum),  removed  as  sulphate  of  ammonium. 

2.  Precipitate  contains  starch,  tartrate  of  calcium,  and  hydrate 

of  aluminum. 

II.  Treatment  of  2  with  acetic  acid  : — 

3.  Solution  containing  aluminum  and  tartrate  of  calcium. 

4.  Residue :  starch,  tart,  of  calcium  and  hydrate  of  aluminum. 

III.  Treatment  of  4  with  HCl.,  results — 

5.  In  solution  all  chloride  of  aluminum  and  tartrate  of  calcium. 

6.  Residue  :  starch. 

IV.  Addition  of  acetate  of  sodium  to  5  : — 

7.  The  solution  remains  clear,  but  is  precipita'.ed  by  ammonia, 
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and  by  oxalato  of  auimonium — tliis  proving  it  to  be  identi- 
cal with  No.  3. 
The  cream  of  tartar  was  adulterated  with  about  five  to  six  per  cent, 
of  tartrate  of  calcium,   eight   per  cent,  sulphate  of  aluminum   and 
ammonium,  and  two  per  cent,  of  starch. 

FottsviUe,  Pa.,  April,  1873.  « 


OX  NON-GELATINIZING  TINCTURE  OF   KINO. 
Editor  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy  : 

The  gelatinization  of  tincture  of  kino  is  a  universal  annoyance 
among  pharmacists,  and  to  make  this  tincture  so  that  it  would  not 
lose  its  astringent  properties,  or,  on  long  standing,  gelatinize,  is 
quite  a  desideratum.  I  here  supply  you  with  a  formula  that  has 
been  well  tried  and  has  proven  good. 
Take  of 

Kino  in  moderately  coarse  powder. 

Dry  sand,     .  .  .  .  .  aa  .^iss. 

Carbonate  magnesia,       ....  sj. 

Rub  in  a  mortar  and  saturate  with  diluted  alcohol  for  one  hour  ;  then 

percolate  by  pouring  one  and  a  half  pints  diluted  alcohol  on  the  mass  ; 

when  one  pint  of  tincture  is  obtained,  filter  and  cork  tightly. 

L.  Myi:i;s  Connor. 
Dallas,  Texas,  May,  1873. 

[Note  by  tee  Editor. — It  is  possible  that  the  pectinacious  matter 
is  entirely  removed  by  using  carbonate  of  magnesium,  as  suggested 
by  our  correspondent  ;  but  is  the  kinotannic  acid  not  likewise  re- 
moved by  the  same  agent,  either  wholly  or  in  part?  At  a  boiling 
temperature,  at  least,  according  to  Gerding,  the  whole  of  this  tannin 
is  precipitated  by  carbonate  of  magnesium,  while  the  liquid  still  retains 
ft  deep  red  color.] 


SELECTED  FORMULAS   FROM   PHARMACOPCEA  GERMANICA. 

By  the  Editor. 
(Continued  from  page  221  of  last  number.) 

Sapo  terebintkinatus,  s.  Balsamum  vitce  externum.  Powdered  Cas- 
tile soap,  oil  of  turpentine,  of  each  6  p. ;  purified  carbonate  of  potas- 
sium, 1  part.  Beat  them  together  into  a  uniform  mass  of  the  consist- 
ence of  an  ointment. 


I 
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Serum  Lactis  [dulee).  The  whey  obtained  by  warming  a  mixture 
of  200  parts  of  fresh  milk  and  1  p.  liquid  rennet  to  35°  or  40°  C, 
and  straining. 

Serum  Lactis  acidum.  100  parts  milk  and  1  part  cream  of  tartar 
heated  to  boiling,  and  strained, 

Serum  Lactis  aluminatum  and  tamarindinatum  are  made  in  the 
same  manner,  substituting  for  the  cream  of  tartar  1  part  of  alum,  or 
4  parts  of  tamarinds. 

Sinapismus.    Equal  parts  of  water  and  ground  black  mustard  seed. 

Species  aromaticce.  Two  parts  each  of  peppermint,  rosemary,  wild 
thyme,  marjoram  and  lavender  flowers,  and  one  part  each  of  cloves 
and  cubebs  are  separately  cut  or  bruised,  freed  from  the  fine  powder, 
and  mixed. 

Species  ad  deeoctum  Lignorum.  Guaiacum,  4  parts ;  burdock, 
thorny  rest  harrow  root  [Ononis  spinosa)  of  each  2  parts  ;  Russian 
liquorice  root,  sassafras  root,  of  each  1  part. 

Species  emollientes.  Marshmallow  leaves,  common  mallow  leaves, 
melilot,  German  chamomile  flowers,  flaxseed,  all  in  coarse  powder, 
equal  parts. 

Species  ad  gargarisma.  Marshmallow  leaves,  common  mallow 
leaves,  elder  flowers,  equal  parts. 

Species  laxantes  St.  Germain.  16  parts  of  Alexandria  senna,  pre- 
viously exhausted  with  four  times  their  weight  of  alcohol  ;  10  parts 
of  elder  flowers  ;  5  parts  each  of  fennel  and  anise;  when  dispensing, 
add  to  this  3  parts  of  cream  of  tartar. 

Species  pectorales  s.  Spec,  ad  infusum  pectorale.  Pectoral  tea, 
breast  tea.  Marshmallow  root.  8  p.  ;  Russian  liquorice  root,  3  p.  ; 
orris  root,  1  p.  ;  coltsfoot  leaves,  4  p.  ;  mullein  flowers,  2  p.  ;  star- 
anise,  2  p. 

Species  pectorales  cum  fructibus.  16  parts  of  breast  tea ;  6  p.  St. 
John's  bread  ;  4  p.  pearl  barley  and  3  parts  of  figs. 

Spiritus  cethereus.  Hofl'mann's  anodyne  differs  from  that  of  the 
U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia  mainly  in  leaving  out  the  heavy  oil  of  wine;  it 
is  simply  a  mixture  of  1  part  of  ether  and  3  parts  of  alcohol. 

Spiritus  u^theris  ehlorati,  s.  Sulis  dulcis,  s.  muriatic  a- cethereus.     6 
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Phuui. 

187a. 


parts  of  crude  muriatic  acid  and  24  parts  of  alcohol  are  mixed  in  a 
large  retort  with  sufficient  black  oxide  of  manganese  in  small  pieces, 
and  25  parts  obtained  by  distillation.  The  dif^tillate  is  rectified  over 
burned  lime  until  21  parts  have  been  obtained.  Spec.  grav.  0-888  to 
0-842. 

Spirit U8  Angelica'  co7vpositus,  8.  Spir.  theriacalis.  10  parts  an- 
gelica root ;  4  p.  valerian  and  4  p.  juniper  berries  are  macerated  for 
twenty-four  hours  in  75  p.  alcohol  and  125  p.  water ;  then  distil  100 
parts  and  dissolve  in  the  distillate  2  parts  of  camphor. 

Spiritus  camplioratns  is  weaker  in  alcohol  and  camphor  than  the 
corresponding  preparation  of  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia  ;  the  propor- 
tions are  camphor,  1  p.  ;  alcohol,  7  p.  ;  distilled  water,  2  parts. 

•  Spiritus  Cochlearice.  8  p.  fresh  flowering  scurvy  graas  ;  3  p.  alco- 
hol and  3  p.  water  ;  distil  4  parts. 

Spiritus  Formicarum.  10  p.  recently  collected  ants  ;  15  p.  each 
of  alcohol  and  water  ;  macerate  for  two  days  and  distil  20  parts. 

Spiritus  Junipcri.  5  parts  bruised  juniper  berries  ;  15  p.  each  of 
alcohol  and  water  ;  macerate  for  twenty-four  hours  and  distil  20  parts. 

By  the  same  proportions  and  process  are  pi  epared  Spiritus  Lavan- 
dulae, Spir.  Eosmarini  {s.  Anthos)  and  Spir.  Serpylli. 

Spiritus  Melissce  compositus.  Lemon  balm,  14  p.;  lemon  peel,  12 
p.  ;  coriander  and  nutmeg,  of  each,  6  p.  ;  cinnamon  and  cloves,  each 
3  p.  ;  alcohol,  150  p. ;  water,  250  p.  ;  distil  200  parts. 

Spiritus  Menthce  crispcc  (and  M.  jnperitce)  Anglicus.  1  p.  of  the 
volatile  oil  dissolved  in  9  parts  of  alcohol.  These  are  of  the  same 
strength  as  the  spirit  of  peppermint  of  the  Brit.  Pharm.,  1864  ;  that 
of  the  Brit.  Pharm.  of  1867  is  one-fifth,  and  that  of  the  (J.  S.  Phar- 
macopoeia about  two-thirds  the  strength. 

Spiritus  saponatus.  Castile  soap,  1  p.  ;  alcohol,  3  p.  ;  rose  water, 
2  parts.     Dissolve. 

Succus  liquiritvr  depuratus,  s.  Extr.  GlycyrrMzo'  depuratum.  Liq- 
uorice and  washed  straw  are  packed  in  alternate  layers  into  a  suita- 
ble vessel,  cold  water  is  added,  and  after  thirty-six  hours  drawn  off. 
The  maceration  is  repeated,  and  the  clear  liquid  evaporated  to  the 
consistence  of  an  extract. 
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Syrupus  Althcece.  Macerate  1  part  of  washed  marshraallow  root 
in  20  parts  of  distilled  water  for  two  hours  ;  strain  without  expres- 
sion and  dissolve  in  15  parts  of  the  colature  24  p.  of  sugar. 

Syrupus  Croci.  1  p.  saffron  is  macerated  in  24  p.  white  wine 
for  thirty-six  hours,  strained,  and  36  p.  sugar  added  to  the  liquid. 

Syrupus  Ferri  oxydati  soluhilis.  The  moist  mass  obtained  in  pre- 
paring the  soluble  saccharated  oxide  of  iron  (see  page  161)  is  digested 
with  the  sugar  in  a  water-bath  for  two  hours,  and  the  loss  from  evapo- 
ration made  up  by  the  addition  of  water  ;  when  cold,  enough  simple 
syrup  is  added  to  make  the  whole  weigh  oOO  parts.  The  syrup  con- 
tains one  per  cent,  of  iron,  has  a  slightly  ferruginous  taste  and  is  not 
precipitated  on  the  addition  of  five  times  its  quantity  of  water. 

Syrupus  Liquiritice  s.  Glycyrrliizo' .  4  p.  Russian  liquorice  root 
are  macerated  over  night  in  18  p.  water.  The  expressed  and  strained 
liquid  is  boiled  up  once  and  evaporated  until,  after  cooling  and  filter- 
ing, 7  parts  of  liquid  are  obtained,  in  which  12  parts  each  of  white 
sugar  and  honey  are  dissolved. 

Syrupus  JlJiei.  12  p.  cut  rhubarb  ;  3  p.  cinnamon  ;  1  p.  carbonate 
of  potassium  ;  100  p.  distilled  water.  Macerate  over  night,  strain 
and  filter.     In  80  parts  of  the  filtrate  dissolve  144  parts  of  sugar. 

Syrupus  Sarsaparillce  composUus.  Cut  sarsaparilla,  24  p.;  guaia- 
cum  wood,  sassafras  root,  China  root,  of  each  16  p. ;  brown  cinchona, 
8  p.  ;  anise,  3  p.  ;  hot  water,  250  parts.  Digest  for  several  hours, 
express,  filter,  evaporate  to  80  parts  and  dissolve  therein  130  parts 
of  sugar. 

Syrupus  opiatus.  Extract  of  opium,  1  p..  Dissolve  in  a  little 
"white  wine  and  add  to  1000  parts  of  simple  syrup. 


GLEANINGS  FROM  THE  EUROPEAN  JOURNALS. 
By  the  Editor. 
The  defection  of  atmpia  by  PfeifFer  and  Herbst's  test  (agreeable 
odor  of  flowers  developed  on  adding  atropia  to  a  heated  mixture  of 
bichromate  of  potassium  or  molybdate  of  ammonium  and  sulphuric 
■acid,  adding  some  water),  requires  dexterous  manipulation.  H. 
Brunner  succeeds  without  diflBculty  by  placing  a  little  atropia  upon 
a.  few  crystals  of  chromic  acid  in  a  porcelain  dish  and  heating  slightly 
yntil  the  beginning  reduction  to  chromic  oxide  is  shown  by  the  green 
color.— Ber.  d.  d.  Chem.  Ges.,  1873,  98. 
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Specific  (/ravities  of  mixtures  of  glycerin  and  u'ater. — 


Specific 

Water. 

Specific 

Water, 

.specific 

Water, 

gravity. 

per  cent. 

gravity. 

per  cent. 

gnivity. 

Iier  cent. 

1-2H7 

0 

1-212 

17 

1-161 

34 

2G4 

1 

1-209 

18 

1-159 

35 

2(30 

2 

1-20G 

19 

1-156 

36 

257 

3 

1-203 

20 

1-153 

37 

254 

4 

1-200 

21 

1-150 

38 

250 

5 

1-197 

22 

1-147 

39 

247 

6 

1-194 

23 

1-145 

40 

244 

7 

1-191 

24 

1-142 

41 

240 

8 

1-188 

25 

1-139 

42 

237 

9 

1-185 

26 

1136 

43 

234 

10 

1-182 

27 

1-134 

44 

231 

11 

1-179 

28 

1-131 

4r> 

228 

12 

1-176 

29 

1-128 

46 

224 

13 

1-173 

30 

1-126 

47 

221 

14 

1-170 

31 

1123 

48 

218 

15 

1-167 

32 

1120 

49 

1-215    . 

16 

1-164 

33 

1-118 

50 

— Schweikert,  in  Zeitschr.  Oesterr.  Apoth.  Ver.,  1873,  No.  13. 

Tobias  Venetian  liniment  consists,  according  to  the  '*  Industrio 
Blaetter,"  of  5  parts  ammonia  water,  2  parts  camphor,  5  parts  tinc- 
ture of  capsicum,  30  parts  alcohol  and  10  parts  of  water. 

The  detection  of  digitalin  in  forensic  analysis  is  connected  with 
great  difficulties.  By  the  method  of  Stas  and  Otto  the  acid  ethereal 
solution  yields  the  digitalin  as  a  resinous  mass,  and  a  small  portion 
enters  into  the  alkaline  solution.  Obtained  from  the  latter  it  cannot 
be  distinguished  from  delphinia  hy  the  reactions  with  phosphoric  acid 
or  with  sulphuric  acid  and  bromine  water.  Obtained  from  the  for- 
mer solution  it  will,  in  rare  cases  only,  yield  the  red  coloration  with 
HjSO,  and  bromine  water.  II.  Brunner,  therefore,  suggests  to  dis- 
solve the  residue  in  water,  add  some  dilute  solution  of  bile,  and  then 
concentrated  IIjSO^  until  the  liquid  assumes  the  beautiful  red  color 
of  Pettenkofer's  test  for  sugar,  the  latter  compound  being  separated 
from  the  digitalin  by  the  acid.  Other  glucosides  have  the  same  be- 
harior,  but  the  author  thinks  this  reaction,  in  connection  with  the- 
physiological  action,  sufficient  proof  of  its  presence. — Ber.  d.  d^ 
Cliem.  Ges.,  1873,  96.  , 


Am.  Jocb.  Pharm, 
June 
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Action  of  sulplniric  acid  upo)i  chloral. — J.  Grabowski  observes  that 
chloral  in  contact  with  fuming  sulphuric  acid  is,  after  a  while,  but 
with  strongly  fuming  acid,  instantly  converted  into  a  white  crystal- 
line mass,  of  the  composition  C^H^Cli^OiiS^,  which  may  be  obtained 
in  needles  by  crystallizing  from  ether.  Alcohol  dissolves  the  com- 
pound readily,  splitting  it  into  sulphuric  acid  and  chloral  alcoholate. 
"Warm  water,  particularly  in  the  presence  of  potassa,  yields  sulphuric 
acid,  chloral  and  decomposition  products. 

The  product  obtained  by  conducting  the  vapors  of  fusing  sulphuric 
acid  into  chloral  has  a  different  composition,  crystallizes  from  alcohol, 
but  decomposes  with  warm  water  and  potassa. — Ibid.,  225. 

The  alkaloids  of  the  Cinchona  barks. — An  important  paper  review- 
ing the  entire  literature  on  this  subject,  and  containing  the  investiga- 
tions of  the  author,  is  published  by  O.  Hesse,  in  Annale7i  der  Chemie 
und  Pharmacie,  clxvi,  217-278.  He  comes  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  existence  of  the  following  cinchona  alkaloids  may  be  considered 
as  having  been  definitely  established :  quinia,  cinchonidia,  cinchonia, 
paricina,  quinamina,  paytina  and  conchinia.  The  first  three  of  these 
alkaloids  are  met  with  in  commerce  ;  conchinia  (Pasteur's  quinidia), 
however,  is  rarely  found  in  commerce,  except  by  its  name  merely- 
Owing  to  the  confusion  existing  in  consequence  of  different  alkaloids 
and  mixtures  of  alkaloids  having  received  this  name,  the  author  ad- 
heres to  the  name  conchinia,  first  proposed  by  him,  although  he  fully 
agrees  with  Howard  that  it  is  closely  related  to  cinchonia,  and  ought 
to  have  been  named  cinchonidia,  while  the  present  cinchonidia,  being 
naturally  related  to  quinia,  ought  to  have  received  the  name  of  qui- 
nidia.  Quinamina,  paytina  and  conchinia  appear  to  form  a  group, 
and  to  pass  into  each  other  under  the  influence  of  cellular  vitality. 
Paricina  is  distinct  from  bebeorina,  the  former  being  readily  soluble 
in  petroleum  ether,  and  fusing  at  116°  C,  while  bebeerina  is  nearly 
insoluble  in  that  menstruum,  and  fuses  at  about  200°  C. 

The  author  has  never  met  with  aricina,  discovered  in  1829  by  Pel- 
letier  and  Coriol  and  by  LeverkiJlm,  and  which  was  by  Bouchardat 
and  Winckler,  in  1839,  declared  to  be  identical  with  cusconina  and 
with  Manzini's  cinchovatina.  Delondre,  however,  and  Howard  have 
found  in  the  bark  examined  by  the  former  chemists,  merely  quinia 
and  cinchonia;  and  Kerner  observed  a  commercial  aricina  to  be  cin~ 
chonidia  and  his  quiuidia. 


266  Gleanings  from  the  European  Journals.   {^ju"!,°J^;m';"**' 

Origin  of  frankincense. — J.  B.  Batka  stated  at  the  last  meeting  of 
fjernian  naturalists  and  physicians,  that  the  commercial  olibanum  is 
not  obtained  from  BosivelUa  r/labra,  serrata  or  papyrifera,  but,  ac- 
cording to  Birdwood,  from  B.  Carteri,  which,  in  Soumali,  is  called 
mohr  madow,  and  from  B.  Bhau  (dajana  mohr  add),  and  B.  Freriana 
(ycgaar),  all  growing  upon  lime  rocks  in  Soumali,  the  first  one  also 
in  Iladraraout.  These  statements  have  been  corroborated  from  Aden 
by  Baron  Maltzahn. — Buchners  N.  Repert.,  175-177. 

Origin  of  China  root. — Dr.  0.  T.  Sandahl  endeavors  to  prove  that 
Ohina  root  is  in  reality  a  tuber,  although  it  is  destitute  of  the  so-called 
eyes.  These  tubers  are  not  obtained  from  the  uncertain  species  Smi- 
iar.  China,  Lin.,  but  from  Stn.  glabra,  Roxb.,  as  was  lately  proven 
by  Dr.  Hance,  who  received  a  living  plant,  with  the  subterraneous 
parts  attached,  from  Mr.  Bowra,  thus  confirming  the  supposition  of 
Roxburgh,  expressed  in  Vol.  iii,  192,  of  his  Flora  indica.  Dr. 
Hance  also  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  all  countries  the  roots, 
&c.,  of  various  species  of  Smilax  are  held  in  high  repute  for  their 
alterative,  diuretic  and  diaphoretic  virtues,  and  argues  from  this  that 
sarsaparilla  and  other  smilace«  may  not  be  as  ineffective  as  many 
physicians  suppose. — N.  Jahrb.  f.  Pharm.,  1872,  Feb.,  from  Nor- 
diskt  3Iedic.  Arkiv,  IV. 

Extract  of  malt. — L.  W.  Jassoy  gives  the  following  directions  for 
preparing  a  malt  extract  superior  to  that  of  the  German  Pharmaco- 
pceia :  Coarsely  ground  malt  is  macerated  for  three  hours  with  its 
own  weight  of  cold  water,  and  then  digested  for  one  hour  at  a  tem- 
perature not  exceeding  05°  C.  (150°  F.;  After  straining  the  liquid 
through  a  sieve,  the  residue  is  boiled  for  fifteen  minutes  with  triple 
its  quantity  of  water,  allowed  to  cool  to  ahout  70°  C.  (160°  F.), 
strained,  and  the  two  liquids  mixed.  The  first  colature  contains 
much  active  diastase,  the  second  a  large  quantity  of  starch,  which, 
after  mixing  at  50-56°  C.  is  readily  converted  into  sugar.  On 
€vaporating  with  slow  boiling,  the  dirty  scum  separates  albuminous 
matters,  and  the  clear  filtrate  yields,  on  evaporation,  an  excellent 
extract,  equal  to  from  75  to  85  per  cent,  of  the  malt. — N.  Jahrb.  f. 
Phann..  1873,  March. 

Nitrate  of  potasniura  in  Amarantus  Blitum. — Boutin  has  obtained 
from  the   dry  plant   8   per  cent,  carbonate,  corresponding  to  11'68 
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per  cent,  nitrate  of  potassium,  the  insoluble  portion  of  the  ashes 
consist  of  lime,  iron,  alumina  and  silica.  If  cultivated  in  good 
soil  8"100  to  10-000  kilograms  of  the  plant  might  be  obtained  per 
hectare,  corresponding  to  400  to  r)00  kilograms  of  potassa. — Jouru. 
■Je  Pkarm,  et  de  Ohim.,  1873,  3Ia^. 

Density  of  absolute  alcohoU. — Is.  Pierre  has  determined  the  spe- 
•ijific  gravities  as  follows  : 

Ethjlic  alcohol,  0-815  at  0^  C;  0-80214  at  15°  C. 

Butylic       "         0-817         "  0-80G 

Propylic     "         0-8198       ''■  0-80825 

Amylic       "         0-8253       "  0-814G 
—Ibid. 

Distilled  orange,  flotver  water.* — L.  ^lalenfant  observed  that  fresh 
orange  flowers,  mixed  with  cold  water,  yield,  on  distillation  over  the 
tnaked  fire,  a  milky  water,  possessing  a  somewhat  empyreumatic  odor 
and  a  strong,  somewhat  acrid  taste.  Kept  for  twelve  or  eighteen 
"months  in  glass  vessels  covered  with  parchment,  it  loses  its  empy- 
i.-euma,  and  after  filtering  has  an  acrreeable  odor  and  taste. 

If  the  flowers  are  mixed  with  boiling  water  and  immediately  dis- 
tilled the  water  is  limpid,  and  gradually  separates  some  thick  oil  of  a 
(brownish  color  ;  the  water  has  odor  and  taste  of  the  flowers,  but  com- 
plicated with  a  still  smell  {goid  de  feu),  which  it  loses  after  long 
keeping  ;  it  seems  to  alter  less  rapidly  than  that  obtained  by  the 
former  process. 

Distilled  by  steam  a  limpid  water  of  a  pure  odor  and  taste  is  at 
once  obtained,  free  from  empyreuma ;  it  may  be  at  once  used,  and 
Ksceeps  better  in  the  light  than  when  obtained  by  the  two  former  pro- 
cesses.— L'  Union  Fharm.,  1873,  Feb. 


ON  THE  USB  OF  DRY-POWDERED  BLOOD. 
By  Dr.  dk  Pascalk,  of  Nice. 

Several  years  ago  I  published  from  my  experience  and  medical 
practice,  some  observations  on  the  very  beneficial  eff'ect  of  warm  blood 
taken  the  moment  when  extracted  from  the  calf  or  ox,  killed  for  gen- 
«ral  domestic  use. 

I  mentioned  at  that  time  the   cases  of  three  invalids,  not  English, 

*  See  also  Amer.  Jour.  Pharm.,  1872,  426  and  473. 
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suffering  from  haemoptysis,  in  whom  tubercles  were  diagnosticated, 
who  derived  great  benefit  from  that  treatment.  The  quantity  of  blood 
lost  by  one  of  the  above-mentioned  invalids  was  enormous  ;  but  his 
perseverance  for  two  years  or  more  in  drinking  daily  the  blood,  made 
him  well  and  healthy.  At  this  present  time  he  is  walking  about  Nice, 
or  attending  to  the  business  of  his  large  establishment. 

I  do  not  wish  to  dwell  upon  the  great  improvement  in  my  own  gen- 
eral health  after  drinking  the  warm  blood  for  about  a  month.  One  of 
the  English  doctors  practising  in  this  place  had  the  opportunity  of 
verifying  my  improvement,  and  the  experiment  which  I  made,  when 
in  a  state  of  general  weakness  and  pallor,  in  consequence  of  suffering 
for  many  years  from  malarial  fever,  taken  during  the  siege  of  Venice 
in  1848  and  184i>. 

Every  one  knows  the  history  of  those  barbarians,  who  were  accus- 
tomed to  drink  the  blood  of  their  victims  at  a  feast  after  their  battles  ; 
and  also  of  those  who  were  supported  by  the  blood  of  their  compan- 
ions, wrecked  in  the  Medusa  in  1807 ;  and  of  others  who  have  been 
nourished  in  the  desert  by  the  blood  of  animals. 

Dioscorides  affirms  in  his  De  Mediclnali  Materia,  that  animal  blood 
has  been  used  for  the  purpose  of  curing  diseases ;  the  old  women 
adopted  a  similar  system. 

Finding  among  the  English  and  American  patients  in  Nice  an  un- 
conquerable repugnance  to  such  a  remedy,  the  name  only  having  the 
power  of  producing  nausea,  I  was  obliged  to  disuse  it.  But  afterwards 
a  dim  reollcction  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  administered  by  old 
medical  men  in  my  youth,  made  me  adopt  the  plan  of  giving  it  in  the 
foriu  of  dry  powder. 

History  also  relates  that  dry-powdered  blood  was  used  before  the 
thirteenth  century,  when  the  quack,  Jean  de-  Guddesden,  brought  it 
into  renown. 

It  is  easy  to  understand  the  comparative  differonce  between  the 
warm  and  the  dry  blood.  In  the  first  there  is  life  with  animal  heat, 
and  volatile  principles,  which  conduce  to  assimilation.  Notwithstand- 
ing, in  the  dry  blood,  fibrin,  albumin,  hiematozin,  manganesic,  and 
ferruginous  salts  remain. 

Between  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries  the  celebrated 
anatomist  of  that  day  (F.  Buischio)  found  in  the  blood  the  necessary 
elements  for  the  composition  of  every  tissue  of  our  body.  At  the 
end  of  the  seventeenth  century  also  was   discovered  one  of  the   most 
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important  principles  of  the  blood,  that  is  iron,  by  M.  Lamey,  and 
afterwards  by  Berzelius.  According  to  Berzelius,  a  distinguished 
professor  of  chemistry,  the  blood  of  the  ox  is  most  similar  to  that  of 
man  ;  this,  in  fact,  I  have  used  in  several  cases  of  general  weakness 
with  anaemia,  and  in  cases  of  chlorosis. 

The  blood  of  the  ox,  after  being  dried  in  a  water-bath,  is  reduced 
into  a  very  fine  powder,  and  grated  through  a  sieve.  Dry  blood  can 
be  taken  for  any  length  of  time,  being  almost  tasteless,  and  no  repug- 
nance is  likely  to  be  felt,  as  is  often  the  case  with  raw  meat.  It  can 
be  taken  as  any  common  powder,  mixed  with  soups,  milk,  marmalade, 
chocolate,  or  enclosed  in  a  wafer. 

In  two  cases  I  have  given  the  powdered  blood  under  the  name  of 
nutritive  powders,  mixed  with  a  small  quantity  of  pepsin ;  choosing 
that  name  lest  ladies,  startled  by  one  more  precise,  might  have  diffi- 
culty in  taking  the  medicine. 

The  quantity  to  be  taken  may  vary  according  to  the  age,  sex,  or 
the  state  of  health  and  digestive  power  of  the  patient.  In  general,  I 
begin  with  thirty  grains,  which  is  increased  according  to  circum- 
stances ;  but  quantity  must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  physician 
who-prescribes. — 3Ied.  Press  and  tt'rc,  Lond.,  Jan.  29,  1873. 


DETECTION  OF  THE  SUBSTITUTION  OF  CARBOLIC  ACID  FOR 

CREASOTE. 
By  John  A.  Clark,  Guelpli. 

In  the  Can.  Pharm.  Journal,  No.  12,  Vol.  5,*  there  is  a  communi- 
cation  from  Mr.  Morson,  London,  on  the  substitution  of  carbolic  acid 
for  creasote.  He  states  that  there  is  no  good  test  for  distinguishing 
between  the  two,  but  proposes  the  use  of  glycerin,  in  which  carbolic 
acid  is  easily  soluble,  but  creasote  insoluble.  A  far  better  test  is  the 
alcoholic  solution  of  perchloride  iron  (or  Tr.  Ferri  Perchlor  B.  P.), 
which,  when  added  to  an  alcoholic  solution  of  creasote,  produces  a 
"dark  greenish-blue"  color,  but  with  an  alcoholic  solution  of  carbo- 
lic acid  only  a  "light  brown  "  coloration.  By  this  test  1  part  of  cre- 
asote in  500  parts  carbolic  acid  can  be  easily  detected.  But  the  adul- 
teration of  creasote  by  carbolic  acid  is  more  difficult  to  detect,  but 
can  be  ascertained  in  the  following  way  :  Boil  a  few  drops  of  creasote 
with  nitric  acid  (about  2  drs.)  until  red  fumes  are  no  longer  evolved ; 
this  yields  a  solution,  which,  when  neutralized  with  solution  of  caus- 

*  See  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  pp.  310,  465  and  503. 
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tic  potash,  gives  no  precipitate,  the  crcasote  forming  oxalic  acid- 
Carbolic  acid,  when  treated  in  the  same  manner,  is  very  violently- 
acted  on  by  nitric  acid  and  forms  picric  arid  (trinitro-phenylic  acid}* 
which,  when  neutralized  with  solution  of  potassa,  gives  a  "yellow 
crystalline"  precipitate.  1  part  of  carbolic  acid  in  50  parts  creasote- 
can  be  readily  detected  in  this  way. — Can.  Pharm.  Journal,  May^ 
1873. 


UN  THE  CHARACTERISTIC   PR0PERTIF:S  OF  THE  COMMON 

OILS. 
By  M.  G.  GLfKssxER. 

After  having  reviewed  the  characters  of  the  various  fatty  non-dry- 
ing oils  (olive,  almond,  rape,  sesame,  palm),  and  of  the  drying  (lin- 
seed, poppy,  castor),  the  author  tabulates  the  properties  by  which 
they  may  be  recognized. 

Action  of  Potassa  in  the  Cold. — We  agitate  5  volumes  of  the  oil  with 
1  volume  of  potassa  of  sp.  gr.  1-34.     The  mixture  is  : — 
White — almond,  rape  (best),  bleached  olive. 
Yellowish — Poppy,  olive,  rape,  sesame. 

Greenish — Linseed,  hemp.     Oils  containing  copper,  or  artificial- 
ly colored. 
Rose — Rape  (refined). 
Brown  and  compact — Hemp. 
Vellow-brown  and  liquid — Linseed. 
Red— Whale. 
The  oil  is  poured  in  a  test-tube  upon  an  equal  measure  of  fuming 
nitric  acid.     There  appears  at  the  surftce  of   separation  a   narrow 
transparent  green  zone — Almond. 

Deep  green,  with  a  rosy  halo  at  top — Poppy. 

Clear  blue-green — Olive. 

Reddish-brown — Linseed.     After  some  time  the  coloration  ex-  • 

tends  to  all  the  oil. 
Green  and  red  at  the  upper  part — Rape. 
Action  of  Concentrated  Sulpliuric  Acid  (10  drops  of  oil  to  2  of  acid)- 
Color  at  the  surface  of  separation  : — 

Fine  green,  with  brown  stripes — Rape. 

Yellow,  passing  into  olive-green  when  stirred — Poppy  [Medioi 

sativa). 
Red  stripes,  shading  into  black — Whale. 


^juieT;r8?3!'*^}  AduUeration  of  White  Lead.  271 

Equal  volumes  of  acid  and  of  oil  dissolved  in  bisulphide  of  carbon  : — 

Fine  violet  coloration  passing  into  brown — Whale. 
Same  proportions,  without  sulphide  of  carbon  ; — 
Deep  green  coloration — Rape,  linseed,  hemp. 
Red  coloration — Whale. 
Reaction  of  Elaidin. — The  mass  becomes  solid,  clotty  and  white — 
Olive,  almond,  rape  ^^bleached).     Ordinary  rape  oil  gives  a  yellowish 
mass. 

Red  solid  mass — Sesame. 

Waxy  white  mass — Castor. 

The  mass  of  elaidin  traversed  by  oily  stri?e — Mixture  of  drying 

oils. 
No  action — Linseed,  poppy,  nut. 
Ebullition  ivith  Water  and  Litharge  : — 
Solid  plaister — Olive. 
Viscous  plaister — Rape,  almonds,  sesame. 
Viscous  plaister,  growing  hard  in  course  of  time — Drying  oils, 
Soluhility  in  Alcohol. 


Olive   . 

1  :     1 

Linseed 

1  :  40 

Poppy 

1  :  25 

Almonds 

1  :  60 

Hemp 

1  :  30 

Specific 

Grravities. 

Poppy  \ 
Rape    / 

0.913 

Sesame 

0.923 

Sunflower    . 

0.926 

Almond  ( Brassica  cam- 

Castor 

0.950—0.960 

pestris) 

0.914 

Linseed 

0.930 

Olive   . 

• 

0.918 

Melting 

Degrees.  C 

-points. 

Degrees  0. 

Hemp 

—  27 

Brassica  campestris 

—  4 

Castor 

—  18 

Sesame     . 

—  5 

Linseed     . 

.  — 

16  to  —  20 

Olive 

2.5 

Sunflower 

—  IG 

Almond    .         .    — 

20  to  —  25 

Rape 

—  6 

— Cheyn.  News, 

1873, 

3Iai/  2. 

ADULTERATION  OF  WHITE  LEAD. 
By  Eudolph  Wagner, 

It  has  been,  and  is  still,  to  some  extent,  the  custom  in  the  manufac- 
tories to  add  to  white  lead  a  certain  quantityof  sulphate  of  baryta,  cither 
native  or  artificially  prepared.  Lead  is  often  nJixed  with  sulphate  of 
lead,  chalk,  carbonate  of  baryta,  sulphate  of  baryta,  and  pipe  clay  ;  but 
these  adulterations  are  most  common  in  the  retail  trade.     Notany  of 
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these  substances  ought  to  be  present ;  they  possess  no  covering  power 
and  needlessly  absorb  oil.  Pure  white  lead  ought  to  be  perfectly  soluble 
in  very  dilute  nitric  acid,  and  in  the  resulting  clear  solution  caustic 
potassa  should  not  produce  a  precipitate,  for  if  it  does  chalk  is  pre- 
sent. An  insoluble  residue  in  the  dilute  nitric  acid  indicates  the 
presence  of  gypsum,  heavy  spar  or  sulphate  of  lead.  The  sulphate 
of  lead  may  be  recognized  by  reducing  the  lead  with  the  blowpipe. 
Sulphate  of  baryta  can  be  made  evident  by  ignition  with  charcoal  in 
the  blowpipe  flame,  treating  the  residue  with  dilute  hydrochloric  acid, 
and  adding  a  solution  of  gypsum,  which  again  yields  a  precipitate  of 
sulphate  of  baryta.  Gypsum  does  not  yield  an  insoluble  precipitate 
with  dilute  nitric  acid,  but  does  so  with  a  solution  of  oxalate  of  am- 
monia. According  to  Dr.  Stein,  the  most  simple  method  of  estimat- 
ing quantitatively  a  mixture  of  white  lead  and  sulphate  of  baryta  is 
to  heat  the  weighed  sample  in  a  piece  of  combustion  tube,  and  to  col- 
lect the  carbonic  acid  in  a  Liebig's  potassa  bulb,  a  chloride  of  calcium 
tube  being  fastened  by  a  perforated  cork  to  the  combustion  tube  to 
absorb  the  moisture.  The  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  given  off  stands 
in  direct  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  carbonate  of  lead  present. 
Pure  white  lead  of  good  quality  gives  off  about  14*5  per  cent,  of  the 
gas,  and,  according  to  Dr.  Stein's  researches,  the  undermentioned 
series  of  mixture  gave  off  the  quantities  of  carbonic  acid  indicated : 
33-3  parts  of  white  lead  and  6Q'6  parts  of  heavy  spar  lost  by  ignition 

4-5 — 5  per  cent. 
66-6  parts  of  white  lead  and  33-3  parts  of  heavy  .spar  lost  by  ignition 

6-0 — 7  per  cent. 
80*0  parts  of  white  lead  and  20-0  partf^  of  heavy  spar  lost  by  ignition 

13*0  per  cent. 
50-0  parts  of  white  lead  and  50-0  parts  of  heavy  spar  lost  by  ignition 

10 — 10  per  cent. 

The  extensive  applications  of  this  material  as  a  constituent  of 
paints,  "to  give  body,"  as  the  term  runs,  and  as  putty,  and  for  va- 
rious chemical  operations,  are  well  known.  It  has  been  experiment- 
ally proved  by  Dr.  G.  J.  Mulder  in  his  treatise  "  On  the  Chemis- 
try of  Drying  Oils  and  the  Practical  Applications  to  be  Drawn  There- 
from," that  the  quantity  of  white  lead  used  in  proportion  to  linseed 
oil  for  painting  purposes  is  far  too  great,  being  on  an  average  from 
250  to  280  parts  of  white  lead  to  100  parts  of  oil,  while  the  author 
found  that  52  parts  of  unadulterated  white  lead,  or  44  parts  of  oxide 


■^june'rir^'""-}  Adulteration  of  White  Lead.  273 

of  lead  to  100  parts  of  raw  or  boiled  oil  arc  amply  sufficient  quanti- 
ties. White  lead,  however  useful,  is  very  sensitive  to  the  action  of 
sulphuretted  hydrogen,  by  which  it  is  blackened  and  discolored,  caus- 
ing not  only  all  the  white  paint  to  be  spoiled,  but  also  all  pigments 
and  paints  of  which  white  load  is  a  constituent,  as  may  be  seen  to  a 
very  large  extent  every  summer  at  Amsterdam,  where  from  the  stag- 
nant canals  sulphuretted  hydrogen  is  abundantly  given  off.  The  ac- 
tion, however,  of  the  sea  air  in  autumn  has  the  effect  of  somewhat  re- 
storing the  blackened  and  discolored  painted  surfaces  to  their  primi- 
tive hue.  The  late  Professor  Thenard  suggested  that  pictures  which 
had  become  blackened  should  be  cleaned  by  means  of  peroxide  of 
hydrogen,  the  oxygen  of  which  present  as  ozone  converts  the  black- 
ened lead  colors  into  white  sulphate  of  lead. 

In  this  country  it  has  become  an  almost  universal  custom  to  sell 
"white  lead  ready  ground  with  linseed  oil  into  a  thick  paste.  This 
practice  certainly  saves  painters  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  but  is  also 
pregnant  with  the  difficulty  of  detecting  adulteration,  while  there  is  a 
•chance  of  inferior  oil — resin  oil — being  added.  The  oil  almost  en- 
tirely prevents  the  action  of  any  acid  upon  the  paste  ;  even  if  very 
strong  nitric  acid  be  taken,  and  heat  applied,  the  decomposition  and 
disintegration  are  very  slow  and  incomplete,  and,  besides,  owing  to 
the  insolubility  of  nitrate  of  lead  in  nitric  acid,  the  action  of  strong 
nitric  acid  upon  oil  thus  mixed  gives  rise  to  a  variety  of  compounds, 
which  interfere  with  the  usual  modes  of  testing  the  white  lead.  To 
remove  the  oil  in  order  to  test  white  lead,  the  best  plan  is  to  thor- 
oughly incorporate  some  of  the  sample  with  a  mixture  of  chloroform 
«nd  strong  alcohol  in  equal  parts,  and  to  wash  the  mass  by  decanta- 
tion  or  on  a  filter  with  a  fluid  composed  of  alcohol.*  The  quantity 
of  the  oil  may  then  be  ascertained  by  the  evaporation  of  this  solvent. 
After  washing  once  or  twice  with  boiling  alcohol  and  then  drying, 
the  white  lead  can  be  readily  tested  by  any  of  the  known  methods. — 
■lourn.  Applied  Chemistry^  April,  1873. 

*In  the  examination  of  white  leail  ground  in  oil,  we  have  successfully  used 
both  petroleum  benzin  and  ether,  as  suitable  solvents  for  removing  the  linseed 
•oil.  The  white  lead  must  be  thoroughly  incorporated  with  the  solvent,  of 
which,  after  decantation,  fresh  portions  should  be  used,  until  the  residue  after 
drying,  becomes  pulverulent,  when  the  washing  maybe  completed  upon  a  filter. 
On  treating  the  lead  now  with  dilute  nitric  acid,  a  little  oxidized  fat  s:ei)arates 
readily. — Kd.  Am.  Jour.  Phar. 

15 
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liUAMTY  OF  GLYCERIN   AS  IT   ?:XISTS  IN  COMMERCE. 
By  Alfred  Uenry  Mason,  F.  C.  S. 

From  a  more  extensive  paper,  treating  of  the  chemical  history,  its 
various  applications,  &c.,  we  extract  the  part  relating  to  the  quality 
of  the  commercial  article. 

Many  impurities  are  necessarily  found  in  crude  glycerin  according 
to  the  process  of  manufacture,  or  the  quality  of  water  used  in  manu- 
facturing ;  for  industrial  purposes  these  impurities  are  not  objection- 
able or  disadvantageous,  if  only  present  in  moderate  proportions. 
For  medicinal  use,  of  course,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  pure  gly- 
cerin should  be  used,  and  the  glycerin  purified  by  AVilson's  process, 
manufactured  by  Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  is  undoubtedly  superior 
to  any  other  I  have  examined.  The  fact  that  Continental  manufac- 
turers now  offer  medicinal  glycerin,  (i  la  Price,  inodorous,  etc.,  would 
tend  to  substantiate  this  statement,  and  it  occurred  to  me  that  it 
might  be  interesting  to  know  how  these  various  manufactures  com- 
pare with  Price's  ;  hence  the  ultimate  object  of  this  paper. 

I  have  selected  nine  samples  to  report  upon,  and  these  represent 
English  and  Continental  manufactures. 

The  various  chemical  re-agents,  shown  with  the  results  in  the  tabu- 
lar form  below,  have  been  applied  in  the  usual  way,  standard  solutions 
being  added  to  the  specimen  of  glycerin  (tiie  glycerin  previously  di- 
luted with  an  equal  bulk  of  water),  excepting  the  argentic  nitrate — 
one  part  of  solution  was  added  to  four  parts  of  undiluted  glycerin, 
and  the  mixture  allowed  to  stand  2-4  hours.  The  specific  gravity  was 
taken  at  60°  Fahrenheit,  with  Beaume's  hydrometer,  and  several  were 
taken  by  weight  and  found  to  correspond.  The  odor  is  easily  ascer- 
tained by  rubbing  a  little  glycerin  on  the  baok  of  the  hand ;  the  pe- 
culiar mousey  smell  with  some  samples  is  easily  detected,  and  this 
becomes  more  intense  by  heating  a  little  of  the  glycerin  in  a  test 
tube.  Glycerin  mixed  with  an  equal  volume  of  rectified  sulphuric 
acid  should  not  produce  effervescence,  or  coloration,  if  sufficiently 
pure  for  medicinal  use. 

By  adding  absolute  alcohol  and  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  to 
glycerin  on  heating,  a  fruity  smell  is  set  free,  more  or  less  intense, 
owing  to  the  presence  of  butyric  acid  and  (or)  formic  acid ;  the  pe- 
culiar pine  apple  odor  is  very  strong  in  some  samples,  showing  the- 
formation  of  butyric  ether. 
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For  tlie  detection  of  sugar  and  glucose  in  gljcorin. — To  five  drops 
of  the  glycerin  to  be  tested,  add  100  to  1'20  drops  of  water,  one  drop 
of  pure  nitric  acid,  and  one  grain  of  ammonium  molybdate,  boil  the 
mixture,  and  in  less  than  two  minutes  it  will  assume  an  int-ense  bluish- 
green  color  if  any  sugar  or  glucose  is  present. 

In  the  foregoing  table,  A  represents  Price's  patent  glycerin ;  B, 
C,  D,  E,  F,  were  sold  by  Continental  manufacturers  as  double  dis- 
tilled white  glycerin,  ()  la  Price,  inodorous,  guaranteed  to  stand  the 
nitrate  of  silver  test  (sp.  gr.  30°  to  31°  B.);  G  and  II,  as  refined 
glycerin  (-8°  B.  sp.  gr.)  ;  and  I  is  a  sample  of  concentrated  crude 
glycerin  from  Hamburg,  as  exported  for  manufacturing  purposes, 
A,  B  and  II  have  been  expose<l  to  strong  sunlight  in  closed  vessels 
for  two  days.  A  was  nnchanged,  but  B  and  II  had  the  mousey  odor 
very  fully  developed,  but  ^vahout  discoloration. 

It  will  bo  observed  that  there  are  slight  impurities  in  B,  C,  D,  £, 
but  I  think  none  to  prevent  the  majority  of  the  samples  being  used 
in  phaimacy  and  medicine  when  not  intended  for  internal  adminis- 
tration. 

I  consider  that  pure  medicinal  glycerin  should  not  be  afl'ectcMl  by 
nitrate  of  silver,  sulphuric  dcid,  oxalate  ammonia,  or  exposure  to 
sunlight,  and  should  be  perfectly  free  from  smell  after  this  treatment. 
—  CltemiH  and  Druggist,  1873,  April. 


iJavictics, 


India  Rubber  Varnish. — There  are  many  substances,  anion:^'  tliein  nitiato  of 
silver,  upon  which  pure  India  rubber  has  no  deleterious  efTect.  Now,  as  india 
rubber  ditisolvos  with  readiness  in  chloroform,  suljdiuric  ellier.  bisulpliide  of 
carbon,  and  caouUlioucin,  and  as  these  solvents,  when  evaporated,  leave  the 
rubber  firm  and  unaltered,  it  is  evident  that  we  have  in  a  varnish  so  composed 
a  means  of  applying  a  coating  of  pure  rubber  of  any  degree  of  thickness  to  the 
inside  of  any  vessel,  such  as  a  photo  bath  compoj^ed  of  either  ebonite,  gutta 
percha,  wood,  or  any  other  material  of  a  similar  description.  From  experi- 
ments made  in  this  direction,  using  bisulphide  of  carbon  as  the  solvent,  a  coat- 
ing of  rubber  of  a  good  quality  has  been  obtained,  which  will  answer  most 
effectively  for  preventing  all  contact  between  the  silver  solution  and  the  mate- 
rial of  which  the  bath  itself  is  formed. — Sri.  Amer.,  March  If),  187;{. 

Note  on  thu  Sobeut  Action  of  f/li/cerin  on  the  Metallic  and  C'aliareoiis  Ole- 
ates,  a7id  on  Si'lphate  of  Linip. — K.  Assclin. —  Pure  glycerin,  free  from  lime,  of 
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the  sp.  gr.  1-114,  dissolved  0  71  per  cent,  of  iron  soap,  094  of  magnesia  soap, 
and  1-18  of  lime  soap.  The  metallic  uiid  earthy  sub-soaps,  which  impregnate 
the  fibre  of  wool  in  the  process  of  combing,  are  easily  emulsified  by  water 
mixed  with  glycerin.  Sulphate  of  lime  dissolves  in  glycerin  to  the  extent  of 
0  957  per  cent.,  and  the  amount  dissolved  increases  with  the  temperature. — 
Chem.  News,  Land.,  April  25,  ISl'^.from  Compt.  rend. 


An  Application  to  Corns. — A  correspondent  in  Illinois  writes  us  :  "I  find  in 
the  "Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter'  of  Jan.  25,  1873,  a  cure  fur  corns,  and  as 
that  remedy  (green  peach  tree  leaves)  could  not  be  easily  obtained  at  present 
in  this  climate,  and  as  corns  are  most  troublesome  in  winter,  I  would  suggest  a 
remedy  equally  effective  and  obtainable  at  any  time.  Ii  is  castor  oil  applied 
to  the  corn  after  paring  closely  each  night  before  going  to  bed.  It  softens  the 
corn  and  it  becomes  as  the  other  flesh.  It  will  cure  every  time."" — Aled.  and 
Surg.  Reporter,  Feb.  22,  1873. 


On  the  Value  of  Sulphate  of  Cinchoma. — M.  Briquet,  the  well-known  author 
of  an  exhaustive  treatise  on  cinchonia,  advocated  the  properties  and  uses  of 
sulphate  of  cinchonia  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Paris  Academy  of  Medicine. 
His  conclusions  were  based  upon  893  authenticated  cases  of  cure  by  the  sulph- 
ate, from  Magendie  and  Chomel  to  our  days.  Its  success  was  especially  great 
in  cases  of  intermittent  fever  of  middling  intensity.  Furthermore,  it  arrests 
the  paroxysms  of  typhoid,  amends  the  symptoms  of  intermittent  neuralgia,  and 
is  of  great  benefit  in  acute  articular  rheumatism.  Dr.  Briquet  lays  great  stress 
on  the  mode  of  administering  the  drug.  It  should  be  given  in  a  watery  solu- 
tion, in  doses  of  from  fifty  centigrsMiimes  to  one  gramme  (eight  to  fifteen  grains), 
according  to  the  intensity  of  the  fever.  The  whole  dose  must  not  be  given  at 
once,  but  mu.'t  be  divided  over  five  or  six  hours,  and  it  is  extremely  important 
that  the  substance  should  be  taken  during  the  apyretic  interval,  and  at  least 
eight  or  ten  hours  before  the  return  of  the  fit. — St.  Louis  Med.  and  Surg. 
Journ.,  March,  lS~i3,frum  London  Lancet. 


Improvement  in  Beading  Glass  Tubes. — A.  II.  Gallatin. — If  the  glass  tube 
we  desire  to  bend  be  filled  with  sand,  and  each  end  stopped  to  prevent  its 
escape  on  heating  over  a  Bunsen  burner,  it  will  be  found  that  the  tube  may  be 
quite  doubled  if  desired,  a  perfect  curve  being  produced.  In  this  way  we  may 
promptly  produce  accurate  bends  of  any  desired  size,  in  tubes  of  any  bore, 
without  any  previous  skill  in  glass-working.  Obviously,  the  principle  depends 
on  a  uniform  distribution  by  the  sand  of  the  pressure  exerted.  A  similar  plan 
is  resorted  to  by  metal-workers  in  bending  tubes  of  lead. — Journ.  Franklin 
Inst.,  March,  1873. 


Gdding  Iron. — The  employment  of  sodium  amalgam  is  recommended  by 
Kirchmann  as  a  simple  and  effective  means  of  covering  iron  with  a  gilded  sur- 
face. The  process,  in  brief,  consists  in  first  spreading  the  amalgam  upon  the 
surface  of  the  metal,  which  at  once  coats  itself  with  a  layer  of  quicksilver,  even 
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though  it  may  be  somewhat  rusted.  Upon  the  surface  thus  prepared  a  concen- 
trated solution  of  cliloride  of  gold  is  poured  and  tlie  mercury  volatilized  by 
heating  before  the  lamp  or  in  a  furnace.  The  result  is  that  a  gold  surface 
remains  behind  which  is  susceptible  of  a  bright  polish.  With  silver  and  plati- 
num, it  is  said,  similar  results  may  be  obtained.— /6/(/. 


A  Sew  Solvent  for  Iodine.— Dr.  I.  Walz.— I  find  that  glacial  acetic  acid  is 
an  excellent  solvent  for  iodine,  certainly  not  inferior  to  alcohol.  On  heating 
acetic  acid  with  excess  of  iodine  to  boiling,  and  then  allowing  to  cool  slowly, 
beautiful,  large,  slender  crystals  of  iodine  will  form  (sometimes  half  an  inch 
long).  The  crystals  formed  from  supersaturated  alcohol  solution  of  iodine  are 
short,  of  arrow-head  shape,  and  by  no  means  so  abundant,  for  glacial  acetic  acid 
takes  up  far  more  iodine  hot  than  cold.  I  hope  you  will  make  this  easily  exe- 
cuted experiment,  and  you  will  then  see  the  fine.st  iodine  crystals  yet  produced. 

If  saturated  alcoholic  and  glacial  acetic  solutions  of  iodine  are  mixed  in  equal 
proportions,  and  allowed  to  stand,  acetic  ether  is  formed.  The  presence  of  a 
little  MnOj  and  a  drop  of  riOi  H^  seems  to  promote  the  formation,  but  is  quite 
unnecessary  — Ibid.,  April,  1873. 
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A  pharmaceutical  meeting  was  held  May  20th,  Mr.  Joseph  P.  Bolton  in  the 
chair.  In  absence  of  the  Registrar,  William  Mclntyre  was  elected  to  act  in 
that  position  pro  tern. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Chairman  introduced  Mr.  John  Butler,  of  Germantown. 

Prof.  Maisch  made  the  following  presentations  :  Two  volumes  of  the  Swiss 
Weekly  Journal  of  Pharmacy  for  the  years  1870 — 71  ;  Proceedings  of  the  Mont- 
real College  of  Pharmacy,  containing  papers  on  the  Eucalypts  of  Australia 
and  on  essential  oils  obtained  from  various  Victorian  plants  ;  from  Mr.  J. 
Creuse,  preparations  of  iron,  free  from  ferruginous  taste,  made  by  his  new 
method  with  alkaline  citrates,  sesfjui-iodide  of  irpn,  syrup  of  ferric  iodide, 
elixir  of  the  same  and  tincture  of  chloride  of  iron. 

Salts  of  the  sesqui  oxide  of  iron  are  now  preferred  for  medical  use.  this 
being  the  state  in  which  iron  is  always  found  in  animal  and  vegetable  sub- 
stances used  for  food. 

Granular  efl'ervescent  Vichy  salts,  very  hand^^ome  in  appearance,  made  by 
Keasby  k  Mattison.  of  Philadelphia,  was  exhibited. 

The  new  (Jcneral  Index  of  the  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy  was  shown 
and  its  arrangement  explained.  Mr.  Wilder  has  produced  a  very  creditable 
work,  consisting  of  two  parts — an  alphabetical  index  of  the  contents  of  the 
papers  published  in  forty-two  volumes  of  the  Journal  and  one  of  the  authors. 

Prof.  Maisch  exhibited  a  plant,  Asclepias  curassavira,  L.,  the  root  of  which 
is  used  in  the  West  Indies  in  place  of  ipecacuauba. 
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This  being  the  last  meeting  of  the  season,  it  was  suggested  that  the  members 
of  the  College  should,  during  the  coming  months,  carefully  note  down  their  ex- 
perience with  the  preparations  of  the  new  pharmacopoeia,  with  the  view  of 
bringing  their  observations,  if  not  published  before  in  the  Journal,  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  pharmaceutical  meetings  next  fall,  and  thus  contribute  at  once  in- 
teresting and  important  subjects  for  discussion. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

William  McIntyre,  Registrar  pi'o  tem. 


IJarmaccwtital  ColkgeH  u^  gssotiations. 


Vermont  Pharmaceutical  Association. — President  Dutcher  has  appointed 
the  following  delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical 
Association:  Messrs.  M.  K.  Paine,  Windsor;  A.  W.  Higgins,  Rutland;  C.  B. 
Wilson,  Montpelier;  E.  W.  Burritt,  Burlington,  and  Chas.  H.  Warren,  Spring- 
field. 


Massachusetts  Collece  of  Pharmacy. — The  annual  commencement  of  the 
seventh  session  was  held  in  Horticultural  Hall  IViay  7th.  The  Vice-President, 
Dr.  C.  A.  Tufts,  conferred  the  degree  of  Graduate  in  Pharmacy  upon  six  gen- 
tlemen :  Wm.  W.  Bartlelt,  L.  0.  Flanagan,  F,  M,  Loring,  Chas.  P.  Orne, 
Saml.  C.  Tozzer  and  Jos.  S.  Whall.  Professor  C.  M.  Tracy  delivered  the 
valedictory,  and  Hon.  G.  S.  Hillard  the  annual  address.  The  last  class  num- 
bered eighty  five  students. 


Alumni  Association  of  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy. —  This 
society,  which  had  its  nucleus  in  the  little  class  which  graduated  from  the  Mas- 
sachusetts College  of  Pharmacy  in  18G9,  held  its  annual  meeting  at  the  rooms 
of  the  College,  No.  8  Boylston  street,  on  the  8th  of  May.  There  were  present 
about  twenty  gentlemen.  After  disposing  of  reports  from  various  committees, 
the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  President,  Thos.  Doli- 
ber  ;  Vice  Presidents,  J.  C.  Loud,  E.  L.  Patch;  Secretary,  C.  E  Tappan ; 
Treasurer,  C.  H.  Bassett  ;  Auditor,  C.  A.  Tufts  ;  Executive  Board  :  G.  F. 
H.  Markoe,  J.  S.  Talbot,  E.  S.  Kellcy  and  L.  D.  Drury. 

The  President  gave  an  interesting  account  of  the  labors  and  progress  of  the 
past  year,  and  made  some  valuable  suggestions  concerning  their  efforts  in  the 
future.  After  a  congratulatory  address  by  Prof.  Babcock,  an  interesting  dis- 
cussion took  place  upon  the  late  revision  of  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia. 
The  establishment  of  a  journal  of  pharmacy  in  Boston  was  considered,  and  a 
good  deal  of  enthusiasm  evinced  on  the  subject.  The  Association  has  held 
meetings  every  month  during  the  past  year,  which  have  been  attended  with 
great  interest.  A  large  number  of  valuable  papers  have  been  read,  and  elabo- 
rate reports  of  experiments  and  studies  made;  among  .the  number  an  inter- 
esting paper  on  the  adulterations  of  milk.  Reports  of  experiments  in  the 
manufacture  of  hydro-bromate  of  quinia  and  monobromated  camphor,  detec- 
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lion  of  impurities  in  phosphate  of  iron,  while  much   vahialde   discussion  has; 
laken  place. 

The  annual  supper,  at  the  American  House,  was  attended  by  members  andt 
invited  guests  of  the  Association,  uiul  addresses  were  made  by  a  number  of  the- 
participants. 


LlTKRARY     AND     St'IKMIKIC     SOCIKTV  OF  THK   GkRMA.N     Al'OTllKC ARIES    OK    NkW 

York. — Under  this  title  the  two  German  pharmaceutical  organizations  which 
had  existed  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  city  of  New  York,  are  now  united 
into  one  chartered  corporation,  numbering  about  eighty  pharmacists.  They 
hold  quarterly  stated  meetings  and  weekly  conversational  meetings,  and  keep, 
the  best  German  pharmaceutical  periodicals  circulating  among  the  members. 
Their  library,  which  contains  some  very  valuable  works,  is  located  in  the 
library  room  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy.  They  will  be  represented  by  a  dele- 
gation  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  American  riiarniac»utical  Association. 


Xkw  York  Coi.i.Kr.KOF  Piiarma<v. — The  Board  of  Trustees,  at  their  meeting 
held  May  1st,  authorized  the  expenditure  of  a  sum  of  money  to  organize  & 
summer  course  in  practical  botany  and  analytical  chemistry.  A  resolution^ 
offered  by  Mr.  Rice,  to  have  the  arrangements  for  each  course  of  lectures  mad© 
iu  the  month  of  January,  to  enable  the  lecture  committee  to  issue  the  prospec- 
tus early  in  the  spring,  was  referred  to  the  next  College  meeting.  On  motioa 
of  Mr,  BallufiT,  seconded  by  Mr.  Peixotto,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  send 
short  extracts  of  the  minutes  to  the  "  Druggists'  Circular,"  the  "Americaa 
Journal  of  Pharmacy."  and  to  the  "  Pharmacist  and  Chemical  Record." 

Drs.  William  Xeerguard  and  W.  Manlius  Smith  having  resigned  their  posi- 
tion as  members  of  the  New  York  Board  of  Pharmacy,  a  special  meeting  of 
the  College  was  held  May  22d  to  fill  these  vacancies. 


Ci.NfiNNATi  Ci)i,lk(;k  (ik  Phakmacv. — At  the  monthly  meeting  held  April  8tlk, 
Professor  Wayne  presented  to  the  College,  among  other  siiecimens,  some  ex- 
pressed and  essential  oil  of  peach  kernels,  th>  former  bland  and  sweet  like  thct 
expressed  oil  of  almonds;  the  latter  having  all  the  properties  of  essential  oil  of 
almonds,  but  the  yield  being  only  one  and  a  half  drachms  from  twenty-five 
pounds  of  kernels.  In  the  discussion  on  fluid  extracts  of  the  new  pharmaco- 
poeia, the  use  of  glycerin  was  favorably  commented  upon  for  those  containing 
much  tannin,  like  ciiichona,  as  tending  to  prevent  change  and  precipitation  ; 
but  the  opinion  was  that  it  had  been  carried  too  far,  and  that  it  was,  in  many 
cases,  an  expensive  addition  without  material  benefit. 

Professor  Wayne  observed  that  the  reduction  of  oxide  of  mercury  by  oleic 
acid  did  not  occur,  if.the  acid  was  obtained  by  saponification  instead  of  by  dis- 
tillation. A  specimen  of  mercurial  plaster  was  exhibited,  made  by  decomposing 
soda  soap  by  mercuric  chloride  ;  it  was  of  a  pale  yellow  color,  contained  32  per 
cent  of  mercury,  dissolved  freely  in  oils  and  i8,recomniended  as  a  substitute  for 
the  oleate  of  mercury,  having  the  same  therapeutic  value. 

Professor  Judge  presented  specimens  of  Mylahris  cichorii  and  phalerata^ 
and  gave  an  account  of  their  occurrence,  uses  and  strength  in  cantharidin. 
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The  Louisville  College  of  Pharmacy  has  received  a  donation  to  its  cabinet, 
from  Messrs.  Griniault  &  Co  ,  Paris,  through  Messrs.  A.  Peter  &  Co.,  of  twenty 
specimens  of  pharmaceutical  preparations;  also  a  donation  from  Mr.  Charles^ 
Mohr,  Mobile,  Ala.,  consisting  of  capsule  of  Hura  crepitans,  fruit  of  a  palm, 
legume  of  a  species  of  Hovea  ;  roots  of  Exogoniuyn  purga  collected  by  the  do- 
nator  ;  root  of  an  Ipomcea  brought  into  market  by  the  Indians  with  true  jalap  ;: 
fruitofan  Aristolochia. 

•  The  undersigned  was  directed,  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  to  tender,  through 
the  "American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,"  their  cordial  thanks  for  these  much, 
appreciated  donations. 

•  William  G.  Schmidt,  Corresponcliiig  Secrelan/. 


The  Tennessee  Pharmaceutical  Association  has  been  formed  on  the  14th 
of  May.  at  Nashville,  the  preliminary  session  having  been  held  on  the  preceding 
day  at  the  Council  Chamber.  The  meeting,  which  was  well  attended  by  phar- 
macists from  different  parts  of  the  State,  was  called  to  order  by  Dr.  B.  Lillard^ 
and  Dr.  Th.  Black  elected  temporary  chairman.  After  some  discussion  oa 
pharmaceutical  legislation  and  other  important  topics,  the  meeting  adjourned, 
to  constitute  itself  at  the  second  session  into  a  State  Association.  The  fol- 
lowing temporary  officers  were  elected  to  serve  until  the  next  meeting,  to  be 
held  in  the  fall,  when  a  ])ermanent  organization  will  be  effected  :  President,  J. 
C.  Wharton  ;  Secretary,  B.  Lillard  ;  Treasurer,  R.  E.  Page.  A  committee  was 
appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  pharmacists  and  druggists  of  Tennes- 
see, urging  them  to  become  members;  also  a  committee  on  constitution  and 
by-laws  ;  a  committee  of  reception,  and  a  committee  of  three  to  prepare  a  pe- 
tition to  Congress  asking  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  tax,' and  tax  on  alcohol  when 
used  in  connection  with  our  business,  and  that  the  same  be  sent  to  all  the 
druggists  and  physicians  in  the  State  for  signature.  This  last  committee  con- 
sists of  Messrs.  W.  D.  Kline,  B.  Lillard  and  W.  H.  Lickhardt. 


California  Pharmaceutical  Society. — At  the  meeting  held  April  9th  at 
their  rooms.  No.  T'28  Montgomery  street,  San  Francisco,  Mr.  Calvert  in  the 
Chair,  an  informal  report  from  the  Trustees  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy  was 
made,  exhibiting  the  arrangements  made  and  describing  those  yet  contem- 
plated for  the  lecture  room. 

The  College  has  lately  received  from  the  well-known  house  of  Powers  &: 
Weightman,  manufacturing  chemists  in  Philadelphia,  a  magnificent  donation 
of  fine  chemicals,  comprising  112  varieties. 

The  prospectus  for  the  course  of  instruction  will  soon  be  issued  and  the  Col- 
lege be  in  active  operation. 


Montreal  College  of  Pharmacy. — At  the  meeting  held  February  6th,  Mr. 
Christian  Hoffmann,  of  the  Geological  Survey  of  Canada,  who  was  formerly 
phytologic  chemist  to  the  State  Gardens  at  Melbourne,  Australia,  read  a  paper 
on  the  Eucalypts  of  Australia,  describing  their  products  and  the  uses  to  which 
they  are  put,  and   reporting  the  results  of  many  chemical  experiments.     The 
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timber  of  the  Eucalypts  when  preen  is  generally  soft,  b\it  when  cut  into  beams, 
planks,  etc.,  it  soon  becomes  very  hard  and  difficult  to  work.  ■  The  bark  of  Eu- 
calijptus  leucoxylon,  Fr.  Mueller,  contains  much  gum  resin,  and  is  remarkable 
for  its  hardness;  that  of  E.  ohliqna,  L'Her,  is  used  for  roofing  purposes,  and 
will  furnish  printing  and  writing  paper;  while  the  barks  of  many  other  species 
will  yield  packing  paper  and  paste  boards.  Gum  resins  occur  in  the  Ku(;alypts 
in  llattened  cavities  in  the  otherwise  solid  wood  as  viscid  liquids  ultimately 
becoming  hard  and  brittle.  The  liquid  gum  resins  are  obtained  from  incisions 
made  in  the  wood,  and  lose  about  Gf)  per  cent,  at  212°  F.,  when  they  are  easily 
pulverized.  They  are  usually  of  a  dark  red  brown  color  and  intensely  astringent 
taste.  Botany  Bay  kino  is  obtained  from  E.  resinifera  ;  that  ^om  E.  rostrata 
is  even  preferred  to  others  as  an  astringent. 

In  Victoria  alone,  about  71,500  square  miles  are  estimated  to  be  covered  by 
various  species  of  Eucalyptus,  from  which  essential  oils  in  almost  unlimited 
quantity  might  be  obtained.  These  oils  are  useful  in  perfumery  as  solvents  for 
various  resins,  among  them  kourie,  and  for  illuminating  purposes,  their  illumin- 
ating power  being  almost  equal  or  superior  to  the  best  American  petroleum. 

Saccharine  substances,  called  manna,  are  obtained  from  E.  viminalis  and 
E.  dumosa,  the  former  secreted  by  the  leaves  and  slender  twigs  from  punctures 
or  injuries,  the  latter  being  the  secretion  upon  the  leaves  of  the  pupa  of  an 
insect  of  the  Psylla  family. 


Thk  Ge.verai,  AisTRiAN  A roTHECARiKs' SociETY  has  received  from  the  De- 
partment of  Culture  and  Education  of  Austria,  a  subvention  of  five  thousand 
guilders,  to  be  expended  for  building  their  hall  and  school,  and  an  additional 
two  thousand  guilders  towards  iheir  cabinet  of  natural  philosophy. 


The  PHARMAPEtTiCAi-  SociKTv  OF  Paris  held  a  meeting  April  2d,  M.  Grassi 
presiding.  M.  Petit  stated  that  from  25  litres  of  herring  pickle  he  had  ob- 
tained 30  grams  muriate  of  trimethylamina  and  45  grams  chloride  of  ammonium. 

M.  Guichard  showed  some  large  crystals  of  benzoic  acid,  obtained  by  the  slow 
action  of  sulphide  of  carbon  upon  benzoin,  i-.nd  said  that  this  menstruuno  ap- 
pears to  present  certain  advantages  as  an  agent  for  purifying  resins.  M.  De 
Vrij  observed  that  some  resins,  like  that  of  Pudocarpus  cupressina,  are  not 
dissolved  by  sulphide  of  carbon. 

M.  De  Vrij  communicated  the  results  obtained  l)y  Prof.  Oudemans,  of  the 
Netherlands  Polytechnic  .School,  on  the  variations  of  the  rotary  power  of 
active  substances  which  is  influenced  by  the  vehicles  in  which  they  are  dis- 
solved, instancing  cinchonidia  with  a  left  rotation  varying  in  degree  with  the 
strength  of  alcohol  used  as  a  solvent,  and  cinchonia,  whose  right  rotation  is  in- 
fluenced by  the  use  of  alcohol  or  chloroform  ;  hence  the  necessity  of  always 
employing  the  same  solvent  when  making  c<)ni|)Krativc  experiments.  M.  Carles' 
quinimetric  process*  has  nut  furnished  him  with  lajiable  results,  which  M. 
Vigier  accounted  for  by  sonic  neglect  or  fault  in  the  operation.  For  determin- 
ing the  value  of  cinchona  bark  by  the  rotatory  power  of  the  alkaloids,  the  total 

•See  Americiin  Journal  of  Plinninny,  1873,  p.  -'7. 
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quantity  of  the  hitter  should  be  tested  ;  if  the  rotation  is  powerfully  to  the  left, 
the  bark  is  valuable  for  the  manufacture  of  quinia ;  a  slight  left  or  a  right  rota- 
tion, however,  shows  the  bark  to  be  unsuitable. 


(irbitovial  IDcpavtincut. 


The  Gexkrai,  Index  to  the  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy. — In  another 
place  we  publish  a  review  of  this  work,  which  has  been  compiled  by  Mr.  Hans 
M.  Wilder,  and  is  now  ready  for  distribution.  The  value  of  such  a  work  is 
readily  seen  by  those  who  frequently,  or  even  occasionally,  have  to  consult  the 
"Journal"  in  search  of  information  ou  new  and  old  medicinal  substances,  on 
scientific  facts,  practical  details,  formulas,  historical  and  other  notices  refer- 
ring to  pharmaceutical  matters,  either  directly  or  indirectly.  Scattered  through 
43  volumes  (including  the  preliminary  volume),  which  have  been  published 
during  a  period  of  4.5  years,  the  information  is  now  made  available  to  its  full 
extent  by  consulting  this  General  Inde.x,  which  will  prove  to  be  of  great  value 
not  only  to  those  possessing  complete  sets  of  the  "Journal,"  but  to  all  seeking 
information  on  pharmaceutical  subjects,  and  particularly  on  American  phar- 
macy. The  readiness  with  which  the  "Journal"  can  now  be  consulted  will 
doubtless  induce  some  of  our  readers  to  complete  their  sets  as  far  as  possible  ; 
while  those  who  are  interested  in  special  subjects  may  procure  single  numbers, 
at  .oO  cents  each,  or  complete  volumes,  as  far  as  the  stock  on  hand  will  permit. 
Information  on  this  point  can  be  obtained  from  the  notices  of  the  business 
Editor  and  the  Publishing  Committee  contained  in  the  back  part  of  the 
■volume. 

The  price  of  the  General  Index  has  been  fixed  by  the  Publishing  Committee 
at  $3  per  volume  in  paper  cover,  and  at  !?3-50  per  volume  bound  in  cloth  ;  to 
be  obtained  on  remittance  of  the  amount  to  the  Business  Editor,  H.  H.  Wolle. 
145  N.  10th  street.  Great  care  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  preparation  of  the 
manuscript  and  the  proof-reading,  to  render  the  work  as  nearly  free  from  errors 
as  possible;  and  a  portion  of  the  labor  having  been  performed  gratuitously, 
the  Committee  was  enabled  to  put  the  price  as  low  as  stated  above,  at  which 
figures  by  far  the  largest  portion  of  the  edition  will  have  to  be  sold  to  reimburse 
the  College  merely  for  the  cash  expenses  incurred  in  getting  out  this  useful  and 
much  needed  Index. 


The  Dan(;krous  Properties  of  Mixtures  of  Chlorate  of  Potassium  and 
Taxxix,  to  which  we  referred  in  our  last  number,  are  further  illustrated  by  the 
following  communication  from  Mr.  G.  Macdonald,  now  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich., 
■whose  suggestion  to  dispense  the  dry  articles  not  mixed,  but  in  separate  papers, 
we  heartily  commend  to  the  notice  of  both  physicians  and  pharmacists  : 

Chlorate  of  potassium  and  tannin  came  very  near  having  another  victim  in 
Cairo,  III.,  about  three  months  ago.  The  explosion  was  so  violent  as  not  merely 
to  break  the  mortar  (a  strong  wedgewood  one),  but  to  shiver  it  into  innumerable 
fragments;  in  fact,  the  bottom  of  the  mortar  was  ground  almost  into  fine  pow- 
der. The  materials  had  been  loosely  mixed  some  time  before,  and  had  become 
very  dry.     A  small   quantity — perhaps  20  grains-  were   put  into  the  mortar, 
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and  nibbed  with  considerable  pressure.  The  truth  is,  the  younpr  man  was 
showing  off  to  a  customer  with  a  little  fulminating  powder  that  he  had  made. 
Fortunately,  no  one  was  injured. 

I  not  long  ago  received  from  a  physician  a  prescription  ordering  6  oz.  potass^ 
chlor.  and  G  drachms  tannin,  to  be  mixed  together,  and  divided  into  12  parts, 
to  be  used  as  a  nasal  douche.  I  did  not  choose  to  take  the  risk  of  even  mixing 
them  loosely  with  a  spatula,  but  divided  each  ingredient  into  12  parts,  and 
folded  them  up  separately,  directing  the  customer  to  add  one  of  each  of  the 
powders  to  the  s])ecified  quantity  of  water.  This,  it  appears  to  me,  is  the  only 
safe  way  of  dispensing  such  prescriptions. 


Olkatk  ok  MERcufiY  AMI  MoRi'HiA. — Ouc  pouud  (7000  grs.)  of  this  prepara- 
tion, of  2  per  ct.  morphia  strength,  contains  140  grains  of  basic  morphia.  The 
figure  170  on  page  160,  line  8  from  top,  should  be  corrected  to  140.  The  word 
romhined  on  page  159,  line  8  from  bottom,  should  read  uncomhined. 


Thk  "  ToLARis"  Poi.AR  Kxi'KDiTio.v. — Our  TCadcrs  are  aware  that  a  portion 
of  the  crew  of  the  "  Tolaris"  have  recently  been  rescued  from  the  ice  upon 
which  they  had  been  drifting  for  six  mouths.  Among  them  is  Joseph  Mauch, 
a  brother  of  the  celebrated  African  traveller  Carl  Mauch.  Joseph  Mauch, 
we  have  been  informed,  is  a  graduate  of  the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy, 
and  was  formerly  with  Mr.  Th.  Frohwein.  He  is  described  as  a  highly  edu- 
cated and  scientifically  trained  young  man,  who  sought  to  join  Captain  Hall's 
expedition  in  a  scientific  capacity,  but,  finding  it  impossible,  joined  as  sailor. 
Although  small  in  stature,  Mr.  Mauch  is  strongly  built,  and,  like  his  brother, 
imbued  with  a  passionate  desire  for  travel  and  exploration. 
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Index  l<j  (he  American  Juanial  nf  Plinirnarij,  from  its  commencement,  Decem- 
ber. 182.5.  to  November.  1870,  inclusive!  Compiled  by  Hans  M.  Wilder- 
Philadelphia :  Merrihew  &  Son,  Printers.    1873.   8vo,  pp.  318.    Double  column 

This  work,  to  which  we  have  repeatedly  referred  during  the  last  two  years,  is- 
at  last  ready  for  distribution,  itn  pages  being  of  the  same  size  as  those  of  the 
"American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,"  and  printed  wilh  the  same  clear  type.  It 
is  prefaced  by  a  historical  notice  of  the  "American  Journal  of  Pharmacy," 
and  a  note  by  the  author,  from  which  latter  we  learn  that  the  following  rules 
have  been  always  kept  in  mind  in  preparing  the  Index  :  1,  completeness ;  2 
systeir.atic  arrangement  (to  put  together  what  belongs  together) ;  3,  synonyms 
(such  as  are  likely  to  occur  to  the  American  pharmacist),  and,  4,  accuracy  aa 
to  volume  and  paue. 

Having  had  occasion  to  examine  the  proof-sheets,  we  can  testify  to  the  strict 
adherence  to  these  rules  by  the  author.  The  book  contains  about  30, 000' 
references  in  all,  containing  not  merely  an  alphabetical  enumeration  of  the 
titles  of  the  papers  and  abstracts  published,  bift  mentioning  every  scientific 
term,  about  which  some  notice  is  contained,  or  every  general  scientific  fact 
noticed  in  the  "Journal."'  Hence  wc  find  occasionally  fifty  and  more  refer- 
ences made  to  one  essay.     'I'he  importance  of  this  will  be  readily  noticed  or 
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?onsulting  the  Index,  as  it  enables  us  not  onlj'  to  find  the  volume  and  page 
containing  a  notice  of  a  certain  article,  but  likewise  the  substance  of  such 
notice  as  far  as  it  can  be  expressed  in  a  few  words. 

The  arrangement  adopted  will  greatly  facilitate  the  use  of  the  book,  dupli- 
cations being  avoided,  if  possible,  without  losing  sight  of  the  synonyms,  while 
the  system  chosen  is  strictly  adhered  to.  Thus  we  find  under  Acacia  the 
references  to  the  botanical  species  of  this  genus,  and  the  information  to  seek 
for  the  references  concerning  Gum  arable,  Catechu,  &c..  under  the  letters  G 
and  C.  As  a  synonym  of  Acacia,  Mimosa  is  likewise  noticed.  Under  the 
head  o^  Mercury  are  contained  only  the  facts  relating  to  the  metal  and  to  the 
general  properties  of  its  compounds;  while  all  speciar references  to  the  chem- 
ical compounds,  and  particularly  to  the  salts,  are  found  under  Hydrargyrum, 
and  the  pharmaceutical  preparations,  like  Mercurial  and  Citrine  ointments,  only 
under  Unguentam,  the  heading  of  their  class.  It  follows  from  this  statement 
that  notices  to  the  same  preparation  are  not  scattered  in  different  places,  but 
are  found  together  in  one  place,  no  matter  which  term  or  synonym  may  have 
been  used  by  the  author  of  the  paper. 

To  further  increase  the  usefulness  of  this  Index  to  the  American  pharmacist, 
copious  references  have  been  made  to  Wood  and  Bache's  Dispensatory  of  1869 
and  to  Parrish's  Pharmacy,  1867,  two  books  readily  accessible  to  all. 

The  references  under  each  heading  are  again  systematically  grouped  together 
and  alphabetically  arranged,  the  chief  information  contained  in  the  papers 
being  indicated  by  italics;  thus  we  have  under  Elemi  the  following  subheadings 
in  italics  :  account — analysis — artificial — behavior^'rom  Bengal — oil — resiyi 
— solubility. 

The  second  part,  covering  68  pages,  is  an  index  of  authors,  their  papers  or 
mere  notices  of  their  observations  as  published  in  the  "  Journal  "  being  grouped 
together  under  the  name  of  the  authors.  Though  of  less  importance  than  the 
first  part,  it  is  nearly  as  complete  as  the  latter,  the  credits  to  American  authors 
being,  perhaps,  fullest ;  while  no  paper  has  been  omitted  which  had  been  printed 
in  the  usual  type  among  the  original  and  selected  matter,  also  the  more  impor- 
tant references  contained  under  the  headings  of  Miscellany,  Varieties,  &c., 
have  been  enumerated  in  this  part. 

The  work  as  a  whole  is  creditable  alike  to  its  author,  the  printer,  and  the 
College  which  ordered  its  publication,  though  by  the  advance  subscriptions 
less  than  one-tenth  of  the  final  cost  had  been  secured. 


Grundlagen  der  Pharmareutisrhen  Waarenhmde.  Einleilung  in  das  Studi- 
um  der  Fharmacognosie.  Von  Dr.  F.  A.  Fliickiger,  Professor  an  der  Uni- 
versitat  Strassburg.     Berlin,  1873:  Julius  Springer.     8vo,  pp.  138. 

Principles  of  Pharmaceutical  Materia  Medica.     Introduction  into  the  Study 

of  Pharmacognosy. 

The  microscope  has  exerted  an  important  influence  upon  the  study  of  phar- 
maceutical materia  medica,  so  that  during  the  last  two  or  three  decades  the 
more  or  less  vague  descriptions  of  external  appearances  have  gradually  disap- 
peared to  make  room  for  the  by  far  more  important  relations  of  internal  struc- 
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ture ;  in  fuct,  aside  from  the  morphological  relation  of  the  drugs,  the  structure 
alone  will  in  the  future,  probably,  furnish  the  only  true  acienttfic  basis  for  the 
correct  classification  of  drugs.  The  cinchona  barks  alone  are  sufficient  to 
demonstrate  the  necessity  of  such  a  system,  after  the  patient  and  important 
labors  of  Weddeil,  Dclondre,  Howard,  Berg  and  others,  which  will  doubtless 
be  gradually  perfected,  since  the  cultivation  of  numerous  species  of  cinchona 
in  different  parts  of  the  world  make  it  possible  now  to  study  the  bark  of  each 
species  during  different  periods  of  its  growth,  instead  of  the  commercial  bark, 
which  was  hitherto  mostly  of  uncertain  origin  or  an  evident  mixture  of  the 
barks  of  various  species. 

Individuals  of  the  same  species  resemble  each  other  closely  iii  their  internal 
structure,  though  they  may  differ  widely  in  regard  to  their  e.vternal  properties, 
in  consequence  of  locality  of  growth  or  cultivation,  exposure  to  sunlight, 
moisture,  <tc.,  and  of  terrestrial  and  climatic  conditions  generally.  This 
external  variation  and  internal  resemblance  extend  likewise  to  most  morpho- 
logical parts  of  plants,  under  the  same  condition.*  which  jiromote  or  retard  the 
healthy  development  of  the  plants,  and  are  further  influenced  by  the  treatment 
which  such  parts  may  undergo  in  their  preparation  for  the  market.  On  the 
other  hand,  similar  parts  of  different  allied  species  of  plants  frequently  resem- 
ble each  other  iu  their  physical  properties,  so  that  the  surest  method  to  distin- 
guish them  is  ultimately  found  in  their  structural  differences. 

Such  considerations  determined  the  practical  application  of  physiological 
botany  to  pharmaceutical  materia  medica.  and  out  of  the  field  of  the  former, 
it  is  particularly  phytotomy  or  vegetable  anatomy,  and  to  a  certain  extent  also 
vegetable  physiology,  which  are  of  importance  to  the  stud'nt  of  pharmacog- 
nosy; and  to  make  these  disciplines  more  accessible  to  the  latter,  awaken  his 
interest  and  induce  him  to  individual  researches,  are  among  the  nearer  objects 
of  the  work  before  us,  in  its  ultimate  endeavor  at  collecting,  sifting  and  mould- 
ing into  a  harmonious  whole  the  investigations  and  results  obtained  in  those 
collateral  branches  which  really  furnish  the  foundation  upon  which  the  claims 
of  pharmacognosy  as  a  science  rest. 

The  object  in  view  has  been  attained  by  the  author  in  a  masterly  manner,  and 
prominent  among  the  attractive  features  of  his  treatise  are  the  simplicity  and 
lucidness  of  his  statements,  the  clearness  of  his  logical  deductions,  the  admir- 
ably executed  illustrations,  and  the  interest  for  his  subject  which  he  infuses 
into  the  reader. 

'I'he  scope  of  the  work  is  shown  by  the  headings  of  the  chapters,  which  are 
as  follow  :  Object  of  pharmacognosy,  treatment  of  the  material  (mother-plants, 
geographical  distribution,  culture,  collection,  history,  Ac),  aids  of  study  (cabi- 
nets, literature),  morphological  relations  (roots,  tubers,  bulbs,  &c  ),  internal 
structure,  tissues,  intercellular  spaces,  chemical  constitution  of  cell  walls,  solid 
contents,  liquid  contents  of  cells,  microchemical  reagents. 

Third  and  Fourth  Annual  Reports  of  the  Geolofjiral  Survci/  of  Indiana,  made 
duriwj  the  Years  1871  and  1872.  By  K.  T.  Cox,  State  Geologist,  assisted  by 
Prof.  John  (Jollett,  Prof  B.  C.  Hobbs,  Prof.  R.  B.  Warder  and  Dr.  G.  ^f. 
Levette.  Indianapolis:  R.  .J.  Bright,  State  Printer,  1872.  Bvo,  pp.  488, 
with  4  maps  in  separate  cover. 
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Geological  surveys  of  districts  or  entire  States  are  invaluable  aids  for  deve- 
loping their  natural  resources  ;  they  should,  in  fact,  form  the  basis  of  large 
industrial  undertakings,  which  depend  more  or  less  upon  a  bountiful  supply  of 
the  raw  material,  and  if  properly  carried  out  must  necessarily  result  in  opening 
new  fields  of  enterprise  and  new  lines  of  communication.  The  vast  coal  fields 
underlying  the  soil  of  Indiana  must  yearly  grow  in  importance,  and  with  the 
increase  of  coal  mines  the  mining  and  manufacturing  interests  generally  will 
be  stimulated. 

The  combined  reports  for  1871  and  1872  contain  the  results  of  the  geological' 
surveys  of  about  15  counties,  for  about  one-half  of  which  number,  however, 
the  surveys  are  merely  preliminary.  The  arrangement  of  the  material  is  such 
as  to  give  a  clear  picture  of  the  topograi)hical  configuration,  the  geological 
relations,  and  the  industrial  pursuits  and  resources  of  the  different  counties; 
the  numerous  analyses  of  coal  and  of  some  ores  render  the  reports  the  more 
valuable. 

In  a  report  on  the  Wyandotte  cave  of  Crawford  county  (of  whose  galleries 
about  22  miles  are  said  to  have  been  explored)  and  its  fauna,  Prof.  E.  D.  Cope 
says  that  it  is  as  well  worthy  of  popular  favor  as  the  Mammoth  cave.  It  lacks 
the  large  bodies  of  water  which  diversify  the  scene  in  the  latter,  but  is  fully 
equal  to  it  in  the  beauty  of  its  stalactites  and  other  ornaments  of  calcite  and 
gypsum.  The  stalactites  and  stalagmites  are  more  numerous  than  in  the  Mam- 
moth, and  the  former  frequently  have  a  worm  or  raaccaroni-like  form,  which  is 
very  peculiar.  They  twist  and  wind  in  masses  like  the  locks  of  Medusa,  and 
often  extend  in  slender  runners  to  a  remarkable  length.  The  gypsum  rosettes 
occur  in  the  remote  regions  of  the  cave,  and  are  very  beautiful.  There  are 
also  masses  of  amorphous  gypsum  of  much  purity.  The  floor  in  many  places 
is  covered  with  curved  branches  and,  what  is  more  beautiful,  of  perfectly  trans- 
parent acicular  crystals,  sometimes  mingled  with  imperfect  twin  crystals.  The 
loose  crystals  in  one  place  are  in  such  quantity  as  to  give  the  name  of  snow- 
hanks  to  it.  In  other  places  it  takes  the  form  of  japanning  of  the  roof  and 
wall  rock.  In  one  respect  the  cave  is  superior  to  the  Mammoth — in  its  vast 
rooms,  with  step-like  domes,  and  often  huge  stalagmites  on  central  hills." 

The  volume  concludes  with  an  essay  on  the  manufacture  of  spiegeleisen, — 
specular  or  glittering  iron, — by  Hugh  Hartmann,  Ph.  D. 


The  Sanitarian.  A  Monthly  Journal.    A.  N.  Bell,  M.D.,  Editor.    New  York, 
and  Chicago:  A.  Barnes  &  Co. 

The  prospectus  informs  us  that  the  purpose  of  this^publication  is  to  so  pre- 
sent the  results  of  the  various  inquiries  which  have  been  and  which  may  here- 
after be  made  for  the  preservation  of  health  and  the  expectations  of  human 
life,  as  to  make  them  most  advantageous  to  the  public  and  to  the  medical  pro- 
fession." 

The  contents  of  the  first  number  are  as  valuable  as  they  are  varied,  and  give 
promise  that  a  real  want  will  be  supplied  by  the  "  Sanitarian,"  and  that  not  only 
the  physician,  but  all  intelligent  persons  who  value  the  preservation  of  health, 
will  find  its  pages  interesting  and  instructive.  It  is  published  in  monthly  num- 
bers, of  48  pages,  at  the  subscription  price  of  $3  per  annum. 
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Ht/ijitti''.     A   Fortnightly  Journal   of   Sanitary  Science.      New   York :  G.   P. 

Putnam's  Sons.     16  pages  each.     Price  $'2  per  year. 

The  various  subjects  are  treated  in  a  popular  manner  and  in  a  pleasant  style, 
giving  a  summary  of  hygienic  news  and  observations,  and  discussing  sanitary 
measures  of  local  and  general  interest. 


Ophthalmic  Contrihutions.  By  George  Strawbridge,  M  D.,  Lecturer  on  Dis- 
eases of  the  Kye,  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  &c.  Philadelphia: 
Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  187:5.     bvo.  pp.  26,  with  ;{  plates. 

A  reprint,  from  different  medical  journals,  of  three  papers  by  the  author, 
entitled:  Dermoid  tumor  of  the  cornea;  An  additional  method  for  the  deter- 
mination of  astigmatism:  Cyst  of  the  iris,  removed  by  operation. 


America7i  Association  for  the  Cure  of  Inebriates.     Proceedings  of  the  Third 
Meeting,  held  in   New  York   October  8th,  9lh   and   10th,  1872.     Albany  : 
Printing  House  of  Van   Beuthiiysen  «fe  Sons,  1873.     Bvo,  pp,  127. 
Besides  the  minutes  and  several  essays  the  volume  before  us  contains  reports 
of  the  reformatory  homes  and  asylums  for  the  cure  of  inebriates,  located  in  the 
States  of  Massachusetts,  New   York,  Pennsylvania   and    Maryland;   also,  a 
report  of  Drs.  D.  G.  Dodge  and  Joseph   Parrish,  delegates  appointed  at  the 
request  of  a  special  Committee  of  the  British  House  of  Commons  to  go  te  Eng- 
land and  give  their  evidence  on  the  treatment  of  inebriates. 

The  officers  for  the  current  year  of  this  useful  Association  are:  Joseph  Par- 
rish, M.D.,  of  Pennsylvania,  President;  C.  J.  Hull,  of  Hlicois,  and  Otis  Clapp, 
of  Massachusetts,  Vice-Presidents;  D.  G.  Dodge,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  Secre- 
tary, and  T.  L.  Mason,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  Treasurer. 

The  fourth  meeting  will  be  held,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  first  Tues- 
<3ay  in  October  next. 


Neic  York  State  Inebriate  Asylum,  Binghamton,  N.  Y.    Annual  Report  of  the 
Superintendent  and  Physician  for  the  Year  1872.     Albany,  1873.     8vo,  pp. 
62. 
The  report  was  transmitted  to  the  State  Legislature  in  Feb.,  1873. 


Civil  Malpractice.     A  Report  presented  to  the  Military  Tract  Medical  Society 
at  its   l.'ith  Semi-Annual  Meeting,  Jan.  14th,  1873.     By  M.  A.  McClelland, 
M.D.     Chicago:  W.  B.  Keen,  Cook  &  Co.,  Publishers.     8vo,  pp.  7t. 
This  little  volume  endeavors  to  give  an  account  of  the  principles  involved  in 
a  number  of  adjudicated  suits  for  malpractice,  and  to  carry  out  this  object 
quotes  largely  from  charges  and  decisions  of  the  courts.     A  chapter  qn  "  neg- 
ligence and  skill  from  a  medical  standpoint"  concludes  this  report,  which  ap- 
pears to  be  well  worthy  the   perusal  of  the  physician  and  surgeon,  and  to  de- 
serve the  attention  of  the  lawyer,  who  may  be  called  upon  to  act  as  counsel  in 
cases  of  so  called  malpractice. 


Proceedings  of  the  Vermont  Pharmaceutical  Association  at  the  TJiird  Anmtal 

Meeting.     Rutland,  1873.     8vo,  32  pages. 

The  meeting,  which  was  held  at  Montpelier  in  October  last,  seems  to  have 
been  an  interesting  and  profitable  one.  Various  subjects  of  interest  to  the 
profession  were  discussed,  several  essays  were  read,  and  the  membership  was 
considerably  augmented. 


THE 

AMERICAN  JOURNAL  OF  PHARMACY, 


JULY,    1873. 


EFFERVESCING   SOLUTION   OF  TARTRATE  OF  SODIUM. 
By  Adoli'h  W.  Millkr,  M.  D.,  Ph.D. 

This  preparation  is  offered  as  :in  improvement  on  the  popular  solu_ 
tion  of  citrate  of  magnesium.  The  formula  for  its  manufacture  was 
devised  by  Mr.  Joseph  Landschutz,  a  veteran  pharmacist  of  this  city, 
who  has  been  for  some  time  dispensing  it,  and  wiio  states  that  his  cus- 
tomers express  a  decided  preference  for  it. 

The  U.  S.  Dispensatory  says  of  tartrate  of  sodium,  that  it  is  re- 
commended by  M.  Delioux  :is  ;ni  agreeable  purgative,  almost  without 
taste,  and  equal  to  sulfdiate  of  niiigncsinni  in  its  medicinal  effects. 
The  merits  claimed  for  the  solutiou  of  tartrate  of  sodium  are  that  it 
is  more  pleasant  to  the  t-is.'c  tbtu  i-vi-n  citr;ite  of  magnesium,  while  it 
is  more  reliable  and  eflii^ioui  io  its  action  as  a  purgative,  witii  less 
tendency  to  produce  tciKsinus.  Another  decided  advantage  is  the 
fact  of  its  forming  a  pcniiancnL  solution,  IVom  which  no  precipitate 
settles  down,  and  last,  though  not  least,  its  much  greater  cheapness, 
costing  onl}'  about  one-fourth  as  much  as  the  magnesium  citrate.  The 
[jresfnt  high  price  of  citric  acid  seems  to  offer  peculiar  temptations  to 
cheaper  .'sophistications,  such  as  sulphate  of  magnesium,  as  pointed 
out  by  Mr.  Win.  R.  Warner  in  his  essay  on  page  397,  vol.  89  (1<SG7), 
of  this  Journal.  The  retail  price  of  25  cents  per  bottle,  which  has 
been  adopted  in  many  pharmacies  of  this  city,  in  reality  yields  an  en- 
tirely inadequate  profit  to  the  vendor,  while  competition  in  many  lo- 
calities makes  it  difficult  to  obtain  a  higher  rate.  It  would  therefore 
seem  to  be  in  the  interest  of  both  druggists  and  physicians  to  make 
a  trial  of  the  new  aperient  under  consideration,  which  promises  to 
eclipse  the  now  renowned  citrate  of  magnesium. 
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Mr.  Laml-scliiitz's  fornml:!  lor  filling  14  of  tlir  onliiiary  1'2  dunce 
citrate  Ixtttk'S,  is  as  fnlhiws  : 

Dissolve  9  <iz.  rr>>tall.z.(l  t.irtaric  acid,  and  17  o/.  civ-stailized  car- 
bonate of  sodium,  in  about  one  quart  of  cold  \vat«M-. 

Provided  ilic  acid  is  not  inoi.st  and  the  cailionate  not  ellloresi-ed,  the 
above  solution  will  be  nearly  neutral.  In  general,  it  is  best  to  test 
it,  and  tp  neutralize  it,  if  necessary.  Then  dissolve  in  it  L'8  scruples 
bicarbonate  of  sodium.  Filter,  aiol  add  suflfieii'iit  water  to  uiuke  the 
entire  quantity  measure  147  Huidounccs. 

Make  a  syrup  from 

21  oz.  best  crushed  sugar, 
14  drachms  crystallized  tartarjc  acid, 
10  oz.  water.     After  cooling,  add 
1  draclim  spirits  of  lemon  and  mix  tliorouglily. 

Measure  \l  Huidounces  of  this  syrup  into  eaeli  of  the  14  bottles. 
Then  pour  in  slowly  the  first  solution,  carefully  avoiding  an  admi.x- 
ture  with  the  syrup  :  cork  and  tie  each  bottle  as  soon  as  filled.  When 
this  is  carefully  managed,  but  very  little  carbonic  acid  gas  will 
escape. 

Each  bottle  so  prepared  will  contain  about  seven  drachms  of  dry 
tartrate  of  sodium,  which  is  a  fair  adult  dose. 

At  present  market  rates  the  above  ingredients  will  cost  about  five 
cents  for  the  contents  of  each  bottle,  yielding  a  handsome  and  remu- 
nerative profit.  The  price  in  fact  is  so  low,  that  it  leaves  no  incen- 
tive towards  substitutions,  or  alteration  of  the  foi  inula. 


CAUnol.lC   ACID  AND  ITS  RELATION  TO  CRKASOTK. 

By  a.  M.  Rkai).    ^ 

Thesis  reud  t.cfore  the  National  College  of  Pliariuacy,  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

Carbolic   acid   was   discovered    in   the  year  1S:U,  by  Runge,  who 

found  it  to  be  a  constituent  of  coal-tar  oil.      Its  chemical   properties 

■were  more  thoroughly  investigated  in  the  year  1841,  by  Laurent,  who 

made  it  from  the  lighter  oils  of  coal-tar,  and  who  considered  it  to  be 

an  hydrated  oxide  of  a  jxculiar  compound  radical,  which  he   called 

Phenyl,  and  described  it  under  the  name  of  Hydrate  of  Phenyl.     It 

has  been  variously  named  by  different  writers,   phenic   acid,    phenyl 

alcohol,  hydrate  of  phenyl,  coal-tar  creasote,  carbolic  acid,  and  phenol, 

the  latter  of  which  is  the  name  under  which  it  is  generally  treated  of 
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in  text- books,  although  carbolic  acid  is  and  probably  ever  will  be  its 
comnion  name. 

Carbolic  acid  is  produced  by  the  action  of  nitrous  acid  on  anilin, 
and  by  the  dry  distillation  of  gum  benzoin,  quinic  acid,  chromate  of 
pelosina,  salicylic  acid,  coal  and  the  resin  of  Xanthorrhoea  hastilis.  It 
is  found  in  the  urine  of  the  horse,  cow  and  man,  and  in  castor.  It  is 
ulso  reported  as  having  been  obtained  from  a  plant  growing  on  the 
high  lands  of  India  (the  Andromeda  Leschenaultii),  which  is  said  to 
yield*  a  very  pure  quality,  less  deliquescent  than  that  made  from  coal- 
tar  oil,  but  at  a  much  greater  cost.  It  forms  the  chief  constituent  of 
the  acid  portion  of  coal-tar  oil,  from  which  it  is  generally  obtained 
by  the  process  given  below. 

The  coal-tar  oil  is  subjected  to  distillation  in  a  retort  furnished 
with  a  thermometer,  and  the  portion  that  passes  over  between  the 
temperature  of  150°  and  200°  C.  (302°  and  390°  F.),  is  collected 
apart.  This  product  is  then  mixed  with  a  hot  strong  solution  of  caus- 
tic potash  and  left  to  stand,  whereby  a  whitish,  somewhat  crystalline 
pasty  mass  is  obtained,  which,  by  the  action  of  water,  is  resolved  into 
a  light  oily  liquid  and  a  dense  alkaline  solution.  The  latter  is  with- 
ilrawn  by  a  siphon,  decomposed  by  hydrochloric  acid,  and  the  sepa- 
rated oil  purified  by  contact  with  calcium  chloride,  and  redistillation. 
It  is  then  exposed  to  a  low  temperature,  and  the  crystals  formed  are 
•drained  from  the  mother-liquor  and  carefully  preserved  from  the  air. 

Pure  carbolic  acid  forms  long  colorless  prismatic  crystals,  which 
melt  at  35°  C.  (95^  F.),  to  an  oily  liquid,  boiling  at  180^  C.  (356° 
F.),  and  greatly  resembling  creasote  in  many  particulars.  It  is  so- 
luble in  about  fourteen  parts  of  water,  freely  soluble  in  alcohol,  gly- 
■cerin,  ether,  and  strong  acetic  acid,  and  gives  no  acid  reaction  to  test 
paper.  It  is  very  deliquescent,  absorbing  moisture  from  the  atmo- 
sphere with  avidity  and  liquefying.  It  coagulates  albumen  readily, 
and  is  tiierefore  a  powerful  antiseptic.  Sulphur  and  iodine  dissolve 
in  it.  Nitric  acid,  bromine,  and  chlorine  attack  it  with  energy,  form- 
ing substitution  products,  all  of  which  are  of  an  acid  character.  It 
also  forms  substitution-products  with  sulphuric  acid,  and  is  dissolved 
by  alkalies,  forming  salts  called  phenatcs.  It  reduces  mercuric  oxide 
at  the  boiling  point ;  separates  silver  from  the  nitrate;  reduces  the 
peroxide  of  lead  to  the  protoxide  ;  and  upon  heating  it  with  arsenic 
acid  forms  a  yellow  substance  called  xanthophenic  acid.     One  of  the 

*  From  its  volatile  oil,  of  the  composition  of  oleum  gaultlieriic. — Editor. 
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most  coninion  impurities  fouml  in  carbolic  iici<l  is  coiil-tar  oil.  This 
can  lie  ('a>ily  detected  by  mixing  the  suspected  acid  with  abiut  twenty 
parts  (»r  water,  when  the  acid  will  be  dissolved,  leavinj^  the  insoluble 
oil  floating  on  the  surface.  Pure  carbolic  acid  gives  a  pure  blue  color 
to  pine  wood  previously  treated  with  hydrochloric  acid;  a  green  color 
indicates  anilin,  and  a  brown  pyrrhol.  It  ought  not  to  turn  brown  in 
the  air,  even  in  the  presence  of  ammonia;  and  should  give,  with  sul- 
phate of  iron,  not  a  red  but  a  pure  lilac  color.  When  emersed  in  ark 
aqueous  solution  of  chromic  acid  it  is  immediately  turned  black. 

There  have  been  a  great  many  tests  given  to  distinguish  creasote 
from  caibolic  acid  ;  but  none  of  them  have  proved  satisfactor3\  I 
give  below  some  of  the  principal  ones  now  used  for  that  purpose. 

"With  three  or  four  volumes  of  a  saturated  aqueous  solution  of  ba- 
ryta, carbolic  acid  forms  a  clear  solution,  wiiich.  after  standing,  gives 
no  deposit,  or  only  a  slight  pulverulent  one,  while  with  creasote  it 
forms  an  incomplete  cloudy  solution. 

With  an  alcoholic  solution  of  chloride  of  iron,  creasote  gives  a  green 
color,  carbolic  acid  a  brown  ;  but  with  an  aqueous  solution  of  the 
same,  creasote  gives  no  reaction,  while  carbolic  acid  gives  a  blue 
color. 

According  to  Mr.  Mor.son,  pure  creasote  is  insoluble  in  glycerin,, 
while  carholio  aeiil  fornib.  with  it  a  perfectly  clear  solution.  As  this 
test  has  been  the  subject  of  some  controversy  which  has  attracted  con- 
siderable attention,  I  have  made  a  few  experiments  with  it,  the  re- 
sults of  whit'li  I  2ive  below. 
,  1  first  tried  the  common  creasote  of  commerce  with  an  efjual  vol- 
ume of  glycerin,  and  found  it  to  be  readily  soluble;  Merck's  gave  the 
same  result,  but  Morson's  refused  to  dissolve  in  glycerin,  spec.  grav. 
1-253,  even  after  three  or  four  volumes  had  been  added. 

I  then  carefully  added  carbolic  acid  to  a  mixture  of  Morson's  crea- 
sote and  glycerin,  and  found  that  upon  the  addition  of  twenty-three 
per  cent,  of  Calvert's  No.  2  acid  the  creasote  becauie  soluble,  forming 
a  perfectly  clear  solution  with  the  glycerin. 

Upon  the  addition  of  water  to  the  three  solutions  of  creasote,  they 
each  became  cloudy,  and  the  creasote  soon  separated  ;  while,  upon  a 
solution  of  carbolic  acid  in  glycerin,  water  had  no  effeci  whatever. 

Some  time  ago,  while  preparing  a  catarrh  mixture  in  which  carbolic 
acid  is  used  in  conjunction  with  liquor  ammonise  fortior,  alcohol  and 
water,  1  found  that  upon   the  addition  of  the  ammonia  to   the  acid, 
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the  acid  was  readily  dissolved,  forming  a  clear  solution,  wliicli  did  not 
change  upon  the  addition  of  the  other  ingredients;  hut  which,  after 
standing  a  few  hours,  became  a  beautiful  violet  blue  color.  Having 
been  taught  by  text-books  that  carbolic  acid  was  insoluble  in  ammo- 
nia, I  was  somewhat  surprised  at  this  result,  and  upon  referring  to 
Watt,  Gmelin,  and  other  authorities,  and  finding  that  they  made  the 
same  statement,*  my  surprise  was  souiewhat  intensified.  I  immedi- 
ately instituted  a  series  of  experiments,  and  found  that  carbolic  acid 
was  certainly  soluble  in  ammonia,  but  whether  owing  to  impurities 
present  I  could  not  say.  I  used  Calvert's  No.  2  acid,  which  was  im- 
mediately dissolved  by  the  ammonia,  forming  a  clear  solution,  which, 
upon  standing  about  six  hours,  gave  the  violet  blue  color  spoken 
■of  above,  the  acid  still  remaining  in  solution,  and  giving  no  pre- 
cipitate. 

I  then  trie(i  the  ammonia  upon  common  creasote,  which  I  foun<l  to 
be  insoluble  in  it,  but  which,  after  a  short  time,  acquired  a  light  blue 
color. 

To  carry  these  experiments  to  a  successful  issue,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  procure  chemically  pure  carbolic  acid  and  creasote.  After  a 
number  of  attempts  I  succi'cded  in  getting  Morson's  and  Merck's  cre- 
asote, and  luiviii''  in  the  meantime  found  in  the  DruiTfrists'  Circular  a 

'  O  CO 

process  for  purifying  carbolic  acid,  which,  with  some  modifications,  I 
have  used,  I  have  succeeded,  I  think,  in  confirming  my  first  experi- 
ments. 

I  will  give  the  process  of  purification  as  used  by  m3'sclf. 

I  put  into  a  pint  flask  one  ounce  of  Calvert's  No.  1  acitl,  crystal- 
lized, and  gradually  added  ten  ounces  of  distilled  water,  shaking    t 

*  Note  by  the  Editor. — (jmelin's  Handbook,  edition  of  Cavendish  Society, 
vol.  xi,  p.  150,  contains  the  following  : 

Caiholate  of  Ammonia. — Carbolic  acids  absorb  ammoniacal  gas  abundantly 
and  with  evolution  of  heat,  forming  carbolate  of  ammonia  (Laurent,  Hoffman, 
Ann.  Pharm.,  47,  75).  This  salt,  passed  in  the  state  of  vapor  through  a  glass 
tube  at  a  low  red  heat,  deposits  a  small  quantity  of  charcoal,  but  does  not  form 
-any  aniliu ;  which,  however,  is  formed  at  ;}00°  C,  in  sealed  tubes,  and  sparing- 
ly when  an  alcoholic  solution  of  carbolate  of  ammonia  is  set  aside  for  a  month, 
(Laurent).  Strong  ammonia  dissolves  (luickiy  in  cold  creasote,  and  the  mix- 
ture turns  red  when  exposed  to  the  air,  (Keichenbach).  The  salt  obtained  with 
<;arbolic  acid  remains  colorless,  and,  even  when  it  contains  but  little  ammonia, 
exhibits  alkaline  reaction,  exhales  ammonia  and  volatilizes,  (Kunge).  Creasote 
dissolves  in  ammonia,  even  in  the  cold ;  and  the  solution  gives  off  all  its  am- 
monia at  100",  (Gorup-Besanee.) 
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frequently,  when  I  found  tlmt  six  and  one  half  drachms  of  the  acid 
were  dissolved,  leaving  one  and  one-half  drachms  undissolved  to  con- 
tain  the  impurities,  which  aro  less  soluble  than  the  acid.  As  soon  as. 
the  solution  became  clear,  I  carefully  poured  it  off, -placed  it  in  a  hy- 
drometer glass,  and  added,  with  constant  agitation,  finely  powdered 
salt  (previously  purified  by  dissolving  it  in  water,  filtering  the  solu- 
tion, and  evaporating  to  dryness),  until  the  water  was  saturated,  and 
the  acid  arose  to  the  top.  I  then  carefully  removed  the  acid  with  a 
pipette.  Upon  the  addition  of  ammonia  to  this  product,  it  was  very 
readily  dissolved;  but  it  did  not  give  the  violet  blue  color  until  after 
standing  about  twelve  hours.  Not  being  satisfied.  I  repurified  it  in  the 
same  way,  being  careful  not  to  add  as  much  water  as  I  did  at  first. 

The  addition  of  an  equal  volume  of  ammonia  to  this  product  of  re- 
purification*  quickly  dissolved  it,  forming  a  perfectly  clear  solution,, 
which  did  not  acquire  the  violet  blue  color  until  after  standing  nearly 
thirty  hours. 

For  want  of  time  I  was  not  able  to  carry  the  purification  by  frac- 
tional distillation,  as  I  should  like  to  have  done ;  still,  I  consider  the 
product  of  repurification  very  nearly  pure — much  purer,  at  least,  than 
any  I  could  find  in  the  market. 

Upon  the  addition  of  ammonia  to  this  acid,  as  stated  above,  it  was 
readily  dissolved  ;  while,  upon  Morson's  crcasote,  ammonia  had  no 
effect  whatever,  neither  dissolving  it  nor  giving  it  the  blue  color  that 
it  gave  to  the  common  creasote.  Merck's  creasote  gave  the  same  re- 
sult; it  as  well  as  other  samples  that  I  have  tried  being  perfectly 
insoluble  in  ammonia. 

The  ammonia  used  in  the  experinuiits  given  above  was  the  atjua 
ammonise  fortior  of  the  U.  S.  P.,  sp.  gr.  O-I'OO.  The  atjua  ammo- 
niac U.  S.  P.,  sp.  gr.  0-9G0,  would  answer'  the  same  purpose,  but  a 
much  larger  proportion  would  be  recjuired. 

After  the  successful  termination  of  the  experiments  given  above,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  suggesting  acpia  ammoniae  fortior  as  a  test  to 
distinguish  between  carbolic  acid  and  creasote;  and  of  leaving  its 
value  as  compared  to  other  tests  now  known  to  the  judgment  of  the 
pharmacist  and  chemist. 

LEVMCO    .MIN'KRAI>    WATHR. 
In   a  paper  published  in   a  recent  number  (d*  the  London  Lancet„ 
Levico  water  has  been  noticed,  and  the  article  having  apparently  at- 
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tracted  some  attention  in  this  country,  inquiries  have  been  directed 
to  us  in  relation  to  the  nature  and  composition  of  this  water.  The 
Giornale  Italiano  delle  malattie  veneree  e  delle  malettie  della  pelle, 
edited  by  Dr.  G.  B.  Soresina,  and  published  at  Milan,  contains  in  the 
first  volume  for  1869,  a  paper  by  Dr.  G.  B.  Soresina,  entitled  Le 
acqxie  mhierall  di  Levico  {ncl  TreHtina)ferru(jinose,  ranieiche,  arsen- 
icali,  from  which  we  take  the  following  notes. 

The  bathing  establishment  of  Levico  was  erected  in  1860,  though 
the  mineral  springs  had  been  used  for  several  centuries,  and  acquired 
much  reputation  in  Italy  for  the  cure  of  chronic  eruptions  of  the  skin, 
scabies,  rheumatism,  inveterate  arthritis,  &c-  The  spring  of  the  bath- 
ing water  is  in  the  caverna  del  vetriolo,  a  short  distance  from  Levico. 
A  chemical  analysis  has  been  made  of  these  mineral  waters  by  Dr. 
Luigi  Mauetti,  professor  of  chemistry  at  the  tocfinical  school  of  Cre- 
mona. The  following  tables  exhibit  tiie  composition  in  1000  parts  of 
these  mineral  waters,  1  being  the  bathing  water  tsiken  at  the  caverna 
del  vetriolo ;  II  the  same  water,  taken  at  the  establishment  in- Levico, 
and,  III,  the  acidulous  drinking  water  from  the  caverna  delVocra  ; 
IV  gives  the  composition  of  ten  grams  of  the  ochre  deposited  from 
the  latter. 


I 

0-0234 
0-0190 
2-3210 

trace 
0-2527 
0-0512 
0-4334 
0-0054 
0-0027 
0-0008 
3-9410 
0'0610 
0-2720 

trace 

7-3S36         7-6346         1-23059       9-358 
t  contains  also  traces  ot  crenic  and  apocrenic 


Oxide  of  copper, 
Ferric  oxide, 
Ferrous  oxide, 
Oxide  of  manganese, 
"  aluminum, 

"         magnesium, 
"         calcium, 
"         sodium, 
"         ammonium, 
Acid  -arsenious, 
"     sulphuric, 
"     silicic, 
"     carbonic. 
Organic  matter, 

Total, 
The  ochreous  sedimc 
acids,  and  0-636  of  water,  with  a  loss  amounting  to  0-006. 


II 

III 

IV 

0-0234 

.... 

1-1210 

9-080 

1-4700 

0-2881 

.... 

trace 

.... 

0-2527 

0-0320 

0-088 

0-0512 

0-0451 

•  •  •  • 

0-4334 

0-1088 

0-052 

0-0054 

0-0043 

-  •  •  • 

0-0027 

0-0051 

•  •  •  • 

0-0008 

0-00099 

0-004 

3-9410 

0-5052 

0-096 

0-0610 

0-0230 

0-038 

0-2720 

0-1990 

.  .  .  . 

trace 

0-0190 

.  .  .  . 
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The  results  of  the  analysis  No 
of  the  water  cont;iin  the  fullowinj; 

Sulphate  of  cupper. 

Ferric  f^ulphate, 

Ferrous  sulphate,  . 

Sulphate  of  manganese, 
"  aluniiiiuin, 

"  magnesium, 

"  calcium, 

"  sodium, 

"  ammonium. 

Acid  arsenious, 

"     silicic, 

•'     carbonic, 

Ferrous  oxide,  )     ■  ,    ^r\ 
;•  with  CO., 
Alumina,  j 

Organic  matter. 

Total,      . 


Chloralhijdnite.  {  *"j,f,<'y™;  i;''*;^"- 

I  and  III  indicate  that  1000  part8 
(unhydrous)  compounds. 

I  III 

0-0470  

o-02i>r)  

4-9004  0-4008 

trace  trace 

0-84-28  

0-1504  0-l;520 

1-05:20  0-2G;;o 

0-0120  0-0098 

0-0105  0-01!)S 

0-0008  0-000!)!> 

0-0010  0-0230 

0-2720  0-1790 

/ 0  0071 

I 0-0472 

trace  0-0190 

7-3784  1-22709 

J.  M.  M. 


EXAMINATION  OF  CH  [.ORAl.H  YDK  ATI".. 
By    CiiARi.Ks    Ri(  K. 

Dr.  Hermann  Ilager,  in  one  of  the  numbers  of  his  ]'•  nn.al  [Phar- 
maceutincJie  Ceniral/ialle^  April  24,  1873),  has  drawn  aiieiiiion  to  the 
chloralliydrate  manufactured  by  SaauiC  &  Co.,  of  liudwigshafen, 
which  had  enjoyed  a  high  reputation  for  purity,  but  of  wliich  there 
were  then  some  lots  in  the  market  which  were  far  from  being  pure. 
Dr.  Ilager  obtained  several  samples,  and  examined  them  with  the 
following  results  ; 

Its  solubility  was  normal,  but  the  solution  liail  an  alkaline  reac- 
tion. 

2.  The  solution,  acidulated  with  HO,  NO^,  gave  a  white  cloud  with 
AgO,  NOj.  If  not  aeiflulated,  it  gave  a  white  cloud,  which  speedily 
turned  black. 

3.  A  sample,  heated  on  platina  foil,  left  a  white  residue,  which 
turned  brown  at  an  incipient  red  heat. 
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4.  The  solution  doeomposeil  qiiito  rapidly  solution  nf  ponnanwa- 
nate  of  potassa. 

5.  Tile  solution  gave  a  faint  cloud  with  Bcdilig's  reagent  for  am- 
monia  (addition  to  the  liquid  of  about  5  drops  of  a  solution  of  HgCU 
in  30  parts  of  HO,  will  give  cloudiness  if  free  ammonia  be  present; 
then  addition  of  about  5  drops  of  a  solution  of  KO,  CO^,  in  60  parts 
no,  will  give  cloudiness  if  a  salt  of  ammonia  be  present). 

6.  A  sample  was  subjected  to  heat,  the  residue  ignited,  dissolved 
in  a  few  drops  of  dilute  HO,  SO.  and  mixed  with  alcohol.  Crystals 
of  KO,  SO,  were  deposited.  Another  portion  of  the  residue  gave 
the  characteristic  precipitate  Viith  PtCU. 

These  results  indicate  the  presence  of  potassa,  formic  acid  and 
traces  of  ammonia.  Having  myself  obtained,  by  chance,  a  sample  of 
Saame's  chloralhydrate,  I  subjected  it  to  a  careful  examination,  and 
have  found  that  my  sample  at  least  was  not  identical  ^\\{h.  Hager's; 
for  the  reactions  under  1,  3,  4,  o,  6  gave  all  neo;ative  results.  At  the 
same  time  I  subjected  a  number  of  other  samples  to  examination,  the 
result  of  which  will  be  found  tabulated  below  : 

There  were  0  samples  altogether  ;  2  Merck's,  2  Schering's,  1 
Gehe  &  Co.'s,  1  Saame  &;  Co.'s,  1  Marquart's,  2  unknown.  All  gave 
a  clear  neutral  colorless  solution,  except  No.  7,  which  had  a  yellow 
tinge.     None  gave  a  fixed  residue. 

All  solutions  were  made  of  equal  strength,  and  every  reaction  was 
performed  under  equal  circumstances. 

Nitrate  of  silver  solution  was  added  both  to  an  acidulated  and  to  a 
neutral  solution,  and  gave  the  same  result  for  each  sample  in  every 
<ase. 

To  a  layer  of  HO,  SO.j  of  1  inch  deep  in  a  test  tube  was  added  1 
grra.  of  the  sample,  and  gentle  heat  applied  to  hasten  dehydration. 

A  portion  of  each  solution  was  acidified  with  a  small  quantity  of 
dilute  HO,  SO3  and  solution  of  permanganate  of  potassa  added.  A 
safe  conclusion  from  an  affirmative  reaction  in  this  case  can  only  be 
drawn  if  both  solutions  are  cold,  dilute  and  have  not  long  (not  over 
about  30  minutes)  remained  in  contact.  Otherwise  the  permanganate 
acts  upon  the  chloralhydrate  itself,  and  produces  trichloracetate  of 
potassa. 

A  crystal  of  KI  was  dissolved  in  the  solution  and  solution  of  starch 
added. 

None  of  the  samples  gave  out  any  inflammable  vapor. 
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Samples. 


+AgO,  XO5  4-H0,SU3      +K<>.  Mn^Ov 


Morn  clomlv  tliiiii  3  Acid  colorless  l-'aJcs  iustantly 


1.  Merck's  I. 

2.  ''       II.  Fiiint  cloud.         ; 

3.  Scheiing's  1.     More  cloudy  lli;"'  •*  '" 

4.  •'  II.    i        Faint  lioud.        !  " 

5.  Gehe  &  Co,s.   j  •  Acid  consider- 

ably colored 

6.  Saame  &  Co.s  "  Acid  slightly 

,  colored 

7.  Maniuart's. 

8.  Unknown  I. 

9.  "         II. 


4-KI-f- starch 


Faint  blue 


Uelains  color.  |  No  reactiou 


Heavy  cloud.  '• 

White  precipitate   1  Acid  very  dark 
colored       i 


Tadcs  (|uickly 


Blue. 


It  would  not  bo  surprising  if  some  of  the  chloralhydrate,  -which  Dr. 
Ilager  has  examined,  were  to  be  shipped  to  this  country.  It  he- 
hooves  us,  therefore,  to  be  on  our  guard. 

Xew  York,  June  15,  1878. 


AXKMONE  LUDOVICIAXA. 

By  Fi{.\.vK  K.  Mii.i.KK. 
Extract  from  an   Inaugural   Essay. 

The  above  plant  wus  made  the  subject  of  the  thesis  of  A.  W.  jMi?- 
Icr,  a  graduate  of  the  class  of  18(31 — G2,  who,  on  account  of  the 
small  quantity  obtained,  found  only  slight  tr;ices  of  the  nctive  prin- 
ciple. 

About  ten  pounds  of  the  leaves  were  obtained  from  St.  Paul,  Min- 
ne.'jot:!,  in  the  neighborhood  of  which  the  plant  grows  abundantly. 
Of  this  lot  there  were  only  five  pounds  of  fresh  leaves,  the  other  five 
pounds  being  of  the  previous  year's  gathering.  The  two  lots  were 
mixed  together,  two  pounds  were  placed  in  a  steam  still  with  suffi- 
cient water  to  cover  thera,  and  one  (juart  of  this  distilled  off.  This 
was  allowed  to  stand  for  a  short  time,  and  was  then  shaken  up  with 
about  one-half  fluid-ounce  of  chloroform,  which  was  separated  after 
remaining  in  tin-  di,-;tillate  for  several  hours,  and  allowed  to  evapor- 
ate  in  a  current  of  dry  air.  A  number  of  feathery  crystals  were  soon 
formed,  which  were  of  a  white  color.  The  vcsstl  in  which  they  were 
crystallized  had  been  closed  by  parclimtnt  [japi-r,  but  this  did  not, 
prevent  them  from  becoming  discolored  alter  a  few  days,  and  chani^- 
ing  the  color  of  blue  litmus  to  red,  which  action  was  not  found  to  takci 
place  while  they  were  white. 
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About  one  pint  of  the  expressed  juice,  to  which  had  been  added 
about  three  ounces  of"  !*5°  alcohol,  was  also  treated  in  the  same  way, 
namely,  by  the  addition  of  water  and  subsequent  distillation.  Chlo- 
roform was  added  to  the  distillate,  and,  after  repeated  agitation,  the 
same  was  separated  and  allowed  to  evaporate  spontaneously.  In  a 
very  short  time  crystals  were  observed  to  form,  but  after  a  short  time 
the  liquid,  which  was  perfectly  colorless  at  first,  became  dark  red, 
and  when  the  chloroform  was  entirely  evaporated  the  residue  became 
of  a  dark  brown  color,  although  it  retained  its  crystalline  form  in  the 
centre.  It  was  strongly  acid  to  litmus,  and  of  a  peculiar  penetrating 
odor,  very  irritating  to  the  nostrils.  Before  the  chloroform  had  evap- 
orated from  this  distillate  of  the  expressed  juice,  a  few  drops  were 
accidentally  spilled  on  the  writer's  fingers,  but  nothing,  except  the 
coldness  produced  by  the  evaporation  of  the  chloroform,  was  noticed 
at  the  time.  A  few  hours  afterwards  the  finger  began  to  pain,  and 
the  skin  to  assume  a  red  color.  Shortly  after  this  a  number  of  blis- 
ters appeared,  the  sense  of  pain  seeming  to  increase  for  some  time 
afterwards.  It  was  nearly  six  weeks  before  the  finger  was  entirely 
healed,  although  it  was  well  protected.  Whether  this  was  caused  by 
the  poisonous  action  of  the  anemonic  acid,  or  whether  it  penetrated 
deeper  into  the  skin  than  other  rubifacients,  was  not  possible  for-  the 
writer  to  determine. 

Some  three  months  after  the  foregoing  experiments  had  been  made, 
the  balance  of  the  loaves  (about  eight  pounds)  were  subjected  to  dis- 
tillation, and  treated  with  chloroform  in  the  same  manner  as  pre- 
viously described.  No  crystalline  body  was  formed  after  the  evapor- 
ation of  the  chloroform,  and  only  a  dark  amorphous  residue  of  an 
acid  character  remained.  From  this  it  was  supposed  that  only  from 
the  fresh  leaves  or  juice  the  anemonin  could  be  obtained,  as  there  was 
no  trace  of  crystalline  matter  in  the  leaves  that  had  been  kept  five  or 
six  months. 

The  semi-crystalline  matter  left  alter  distilling  the  expressed  juice 
could  not  be  redissolved  in  chloroform.  There  seemed  to  be  a  slight 
action  (the  chloroform  becoming  somewJ)at  discolored),  but  the  mass 
retained  its  shape  and  appearance. 

Particular  attention  was  given  to  detect  vegetable  albumen,  which, 
however,  could  not  be  found.  About  two  ounces  of  the  leaves  were 
treated  with  one  pint  of  cold  water,  and  allowed  to  macerate  for  two 
days  ;  a  portion  of  this  was   heated  to  the   boiling  point  with  no  per- 
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ceptible  results.  Nitric  acid  and  corrosive  .>*ublimate  were  each  tried, 
hut  neither  produced  a  preci|iit;it(',  nor  was  any  eflToct  ]»roduced  by 
tlie  addition  of  tannin. 

Liquor  potassio  and  sulphate  of  copper  gave  proof  of  grape  sugar, 
both  in  the  expressed  juice  and  in  tlie  aqut-ous  extract.  A  green 
color  was  produced  bj  the  addition  of  sesquichloride  of  iron  to  both 
the  aqueous  and  alcoholic  extracts. 

The  alcoholic  preparation,  which  was  made  of  the  strength  of  four 
ounces  to  the  pint,  was  found  to  contain,  after  evaporation,  two 
resins,  one  soluble  in  ether,  of  an  oily  character,  leaving  no  stain  on 
heated  paper,  and  the  other  soluble  in  water,  giving  a  precipitate 
with  acetate  of  lead  and  also  with  subacetate  of  lead,  but  not  with 
the  latter  after  the  action  of  neutral  acetate. 

Pectin  was  indicated  by  the  addition  of  a  hot  solution  of  carbonate 
of  soda  to  two  ounces  of  tlie  leaves,  allowing  this  to  digest,  and,  after 
straining,  adding  some  tlilute  sulplmric  acid,  by  which  a  yellowish 
gelatinous  mass  was  precipitated,  the  licjuid  bocoming  somewhat 
gelatinous  itself. 

The  therapeutical  elTects  of  this  plant  are  the  same  as  those  of  the 
European  Anemone  Pulsatilla  and  Anemo7ie  prateiisis  Dr.  W.  II. 
Miller,  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  has  used  it  with  decided  success  in 
several  chronic  diseases  of  the  eye,  such  as  cataract,  amaurosis  and 
opacity  of  the  cornea.  It  has  also  been  given  with  good  results  in 
cutaneous  eruptions  and  in  secondary  syphilis.  These  facts  were 
mentioned  in  the  former  thesis  on  this  subject,  and  Dr.  Miller  has 
since  then  (18G3)  used  the  plant  mediciiially  with  considerable  suc- 
cess. 


liKNZOlN  ODORIFKRUM,  yEE^^. 

By  J.  MoRitis  Jo.NK.s. 

Kxtract  from  an  Inanf,'ural  Essay. 

Th'_'    comnmii    nanu'S    of    this    indigenous    shrub    aic   spice   wood, 

spice  bush,    fever    wood,  fever    bush,  Benjamin  bush,  wild  allspice, 

snap-wood,  sj-ice  berry,  allspice  hush. 

The  small  branches  are  used  as  an  aromatic,  stimulant  tonic  in 
the  forms  of  infusion,  tincture  and  fluid  extract.  The  proportions 
of  the  drug  in  these  preparations  are — infusion,  two  ounces  to  the 
pint  of  boiling  water;  tincture  is  two  ounces  to  pint  of  diluted  al- 
cohol, and  the  fluid  extract  is  so  made  that  one  fluid-ounce  represents 
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one  troy-ounco  of  the    drug.     It  is    said   to  be  used  as  an  agreeable 
drink  in  low  fevers  and  in  interinittents,  and  also  as  a  vermifuire. 

According  to  Dr.  Drake,  the  oil  of  the  berries  is  used  as  a,  stimu- 
lant. The  infusion  has  an  aromatic  and  astringent  taste,  and  the 
odor  of  the  bark.  The  tincture  is  of  a  brownish  color  and  has  an 
aromatic  and  astringent  taste  and  a  faint  odor  of  the  bark. 

I.  Four  troy-ounces  of  the  bark,  exhausted  with  strong  alcohol, 
gave  a  tincture  of  a  bright  green  color,  leaving  on  evaporation  an 
extract  whicii  had  a  dark  green  eolui'.  This  extract  was  treated 
with  different  solvents;  first  with  sulphuric  ether,  which  took  up.  - 
the  colorino;  matter,  leavinij  an  extract  of  a  dark  brown  color.  This 
extract  was  found  to  be  insoluble  in  cold  benzin  and  sparingly  solu- 
ble in  hot  benzin,  precipitating  again  on  cooling;  it  is  likewise  in- 
soluble in  chloroform  and  bisulphide  carbon.  The  remaining  extract 
treated  with  water  imparted  to  it  a  brownish  color,  and  upon  evapo- 
ration the  solution  left  but  a  small  residue.  The  portion  insoluble  in 
water  was  then  dissolved  in  alcohol,  which  gave  a  solution  of  a  brown- 
ish color.  Acetate  of  lead  produced  a  flocculent  precipitate,  and 
the  filtrate  was  not  affected  by  subacetate  of  lead.  The  lead  was 
separated  by J|||ating  the  solution  with  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and 
the  clear  filt);:it('  mj.    i  being  evaporated  left  a  very  small  refiidue. 

II.  Four  tro3'>-ounces  of  the  bark  were  exhausted  with  ether  by 
maceration  and  peicolation  and  yielded  a  tincture  of  a  green  color. 
This  was  evapo-rated  to  a  soft  extract,  wliicli  was  of  a  dark  green 
or  almost  black  color  and  had  a  very  strong  odor  of  the  drug;  upon 
standing,  this  extract  separated  into  two  layers,  one  being  of  a  green- 
ish color  and  the  other  clear  ;  the  latter  imparted  to  paper  a  greasy 
stain,  which,  upon  being  heated,  disappeared.  A  portion  of  the  ex- 
tract was  dissolved  in  ether  and  thrown  upon  water;  by  gradually 
heating  the  water  to  evaporate  the  ethei',  there  were  obtained  small 
globules  which  were  found  to  be  of  a  resinous  character,  and  an  oily 
layer  wliicfl,  when  separated,  was  found  to  have  a  strong  odor  of  the 
drug  and  an  aromatic  taste. 

The  resinous  matter  was  treated  with  alcohol,  which  dissolved  the 
greater  portion  of  it.  The  insoluble  portion  having  been  separated 
by  filtration  and  the  alcoholic  solution  evaporated,  a  resin  was  ob- 
tained which  was  soluble  in  ether  and  partly  soluble  in  chloroform 
and  benzin.  It  was  somewhat  lighter  in  color  than  the  portion  in- 
soluble in  alcohol,  and  when  dried  had  a  brittle  and  resinous  fracture, 
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while  tlio  insoluble  portion  broke  somewluit  like  wax,  neither  of  them 
having  odor  or  taste. 

III.  Four  troy-ounces  of  the  hark  were  hoik-d  with  water,  and 
yielded  a  decoction  of  a  brownish  color  and  an  aromatic,  somewhat 
astringent  taste.  A  portion  bfing  tested  by  irun  and  gelatin  gave 
evidence  of  tannin.  From  another  portion  the  tannin  was  removed 
by  acetate  of  lead  ;  the  filtrate,  on  the  addition  of  subacetate  of 
lead,  gave  no  precipitate  ;  this  solution  was  treated  with  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  to  precipitate  the  lead,  and  after  concentration  by  evapo- 
ration the  solution  indicated  the  presence  of  sugar  by  Troramer's 
test.    Starch  was  also  found  to  be  present  by  solution  of  iodine. 

lA'^.  Sixty  troy-ounces  of  the  bark  were  ground  and  after  macera- 
tion for  twenty-four  hours  with  water,  distilled,  yielding  an  oily  layer 
of  a  strong  aromatic  odor  floating  upon  the  aqueous  distillate,  which 
did  not  react  upon  red  or  blue  litmus  paper. 

The  oil  obtained  by  distillation  and  the  oil  obtained  from  the  ether- 
ial  extract  were  very  similar,  that  obtained  by  distillation  having  a 
stronger  odor;  both  oils  when  tested  were  found  to  belong  to  the  cin- 
namyl  series;  the  addition  of  bichromate  of  potassium  and  sulphuric 
acid,  or  of  permanganate  of  potassium  producing  tl^^or  of  bitter 

V.  Twenty  grams  of  the  air-dry  bark  were  incinlp^l»n'^*^  weight 
of  the  ashes  obtained  was  0-59  gram,  the  percentage  being  2-*J5 ;  of 
this  amount  distilled  water  dissolved  '119  gram.  The  mihea.  contained 
o.xide  of  iron,  lime,  potassa,  soda,  hydrochloric  and  carbonic  acids, 
and  were  free  from  sulphuric  and  phosplioric  acids.  The  organic 
constituents  were  found  to  be  tannin,  I'siii,  wax,  starch,  sugar,  chlo- 
rophyll, albumen  and  volatile  oil  containing  (•iiinaniylcompnund. 


CORTEX  AMYGDALI  PERSKM:. 

By  J.  Howard  McCrka.  « 

From  an  iDangural  Essay. 

The  author  collected  the  peach  tree  bark  in  the  latter  part  of  May, 
and,  drying  it  in  the  air,  found  it  to  lose  33J  per  cent.  l>y  analysis 
he  proved  it  to  contain  tanniji,  albumen,  starch,  gum,  lignin  (about 
50  per  cent.),  hydrocyanic  acid  (in  the  cold  infusion),  resin  soluble  in 
alcohol  and  insoluble  in  ether,  fat,  extractive  and  a  potassium  salt. 
The  bitter  principle  was  not  isolated  ;  it  appears  to  be  different  from 
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phloridzin,  as  the  author  luilttl  to  obtain  it  by  the  process  for  this 
principle.  A  tiricture  representing  two  troyounces  in  tiie  pint  was 
j)reparecl  by  peicohition,  and  used  by  Dr.  H.  D.  W.  Pawling,  King  of 
Prussia,  Pa.      Concerning  its  medicinal  properties,  the  author  says: 

From  the  large  amount  of  tannic  acid  found  in  the  bark,  I  think  it 
might  class  very  favorably  with  some  of  the  officinal  astringents,  al- 
though Dr.  Pawling  did  not  use  it  as  such,  but  mainly  found  its  vir- 
tues to  reside  in  tiie  prussic  acid.  I  here  will  add  his  opinion  con- 
cerning its  medical  virtues  : 

I  liuve  examined  your  preparation,  and  find,  by  the  use  I  lime  niude  of  it, 
that  it  possesses  antispasmodic,  stimulant  and  sedative  properties. 

The  first  case  in  which  I  used  it  was  that  of  Mrs.  VV,,  who  was  supposed  to 
be  laboring  under  disease  of  the  heart.  She  had  been  treated  by  several  phy- 
sicians, but  without  any  permanent  relief.  On  a  visit  to  some  of  her  friends 
she  was  taken  with  one  of  her  old  attacks.  I  saw  her  almost  immediately,  and 
found  her  cold,  pulse  at  one  hundred  and  ten,  sighing,  and  exhibiting  every 
symptom  of  nervous  prostration.  I  gave  h£r  a  teaspoonful  of  your  tincture  iu 
a  little  sweetened  water,  repeating  the  dose  in  an  hour,  then  again  in  two  hours, 
and  so  on  continuing.  She  was  relieved  after  the  second  dose,  and  after  re- 
peating for  a  few  times  she  became  so  much  improved  that  she  was  able  to 
return  home  the  next  morning.  Since  then  1  have  frequently  heard  from  her, 
through  her  broiher,  who  says  she  now  immediately  receives  relief  from  a  dose 
or  two,  and  J  have  been  supplying  her  ever  since. 

The  next  case  was  a  delicate  girl,  who  had  been  suffering  some  time  from 
chorea,  but  who  had  in  a  measure  recovered  from  the  irregular  muscular  move- 
ments, but  still  remained  distressingly  nervous.  I  gave  her  the  same  dose  as 
in  the  case  of  Mrs.  W.,  at  more  distant  intervals,  which  appeared  to  benefit 
much,  and  in  conjunction  with  iron  made  a  permanent  cure. 

The  next  case  was  a  gentleman  of  nervous  temperament,  complaining  of 
twitching  and  nervous  spasms.  I  placed  him  under  the  use  oJ'  your  tincture, 
which  he  has  been  using  for  some  length  of  lime  and  still  continues  to  use  with 
great  benefit,  and,  as  he  expresses  himself,  will  soon  make  a  cure. 

In  pertussis,  or  whooping  cough,  I  think  it  exhibits  some  virtue.  I  have 
used  it  in  conjunction  with  senega,  and  I  think  with  considerable  relief. 

In  the  bronchial  alfections  of  infants  I  have  seen  it  do  considerable  good  in 
«0DJunctiftn  with  senega  or  ipecac.  In  one  case  particularly,  a  child  of  Mrs. 
L.,  a  poor  puny  child  that  contracted  catarrh  a  few  weeks  after  birth,  I  had 
tried  all  the  usual  remedies  for  this,  ailment,  until  the  poor  child  was  reduced 
to  an  extremity.  After  receiving  your  tincture  I  commenced  to  try  it  in  con- 
junction with  squill  and  senega.  After  continuing  the  combination  for  some 
time  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  child  recover. 

I  should  have  liked  much  to  have  further  experimented  with  your  prepara- 
tion, but  running  short  and  no  fresh  supply  on  hand,  I  was  compelled  to  give 
over  ;  butin  the  cases  of  the  character  I  first  mentioned  I  think  it  will  prove  a 
valuable  adjunct. 
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CO  Vi  PTO N 1  A   A S  P L  KN I FO L I A . 

I?V    HlrllAItD    T     ('ail.KS. 

Extract  from  an  Inuupural  Essay. 

All  parts  of  till'  jilant  possess  a  resinous  and  spicy  oiior,  which  is 
increased  when  the  plant  is  nibbed,  hut  the  leaves  and  young  branches 
arc  the  parts  which  are  used  in  medicine. 

Sweet  fern  is  estcenied  in  domestic  practice  as  a  mild  ustrin<^ent 
tonic,  possessing  consitlerable  alterative  properties,  and  has  been 
used  with  great  success  in  diarrhoea,  dysentery  and  the  bowel  cora- 
plaints,  which  are  so  prevalent  among  children  during  the  summer 
months. 

Pri'itaratiang :  Decoction,  Infimon,  SifrKjj  (niJ  Fluid  Extract. — 
The  decoction  is  made  by  boiling  an  ounce  of  the  leaves  in  a  pint 
and  a  quarter  of  water  to  a  pint,  and  straining;  of  this  preparation 
one  or  two  fluid-ounces  may  be  given  two  or  ilirce  times  a  day. 

An  infusion  made  in  the  proportions  of  .1  iuilf  ounce  of  the  leaves 
to  a  pint  of  boiling  water  is  fre(iuently  u>ed. 

A  fluid  extiact,  prepared  b}'  the  f jllowing  formula,  yields  a  pre- 
paration which  contains  the  virtue  of  the  leaves  in  a  concentrated 
form,  and  which  ln'.s  many  advantages  over  cither  the  decoction  or 
infusion. 

Tr.ke  of— 
Sweet  fern  leaves,  in  fine  powder,  .  ]<j  troy-ounccs. 

Diluted  alcohol,        .  .  .  .  a  sufTicient  (juautity. 

Moisten  the  powder  with  tiiree  fliiid-ounces  of  diluted  alcohol,  pack 
it  firmly  in  a  cylindrical  percolator  ;in<l  gradually  pour  diluted  alco- 
hol ujton  it  uiUil  twelve  lluid-ounees  are  obtained;  set  this  aside,  anrl 
continue  the  percolation  until  two  pints  have  Ijct-n  obtained  or  until 
the  powder  is  exhausted.  Evaporate  tliis  by  nicans  of  a  water-bath 
to  four  iliiid  ouiices,  ;ind  mix  it  with  the  reserved  tincture.  The  dose 
of  the  flui<l  cxtriict  is  one-half  to  one  fluid)'iclim. 

The  syrup  is  prepaio<l  by  mixing  four  iluidoiuiccs  of  the  fluid  ex- 
tiact with  twelve  lliiid-ounees  of  syrup. 

Chemical  EuniuiuntiiDi. — A  portion  of  tln'  leaves  was  exhausted 
with  cold  water.  The  resulting  infusion  was  of  a  light  red  color 
and  had  a  bitterish  and  astringent  taste,  with  very  little  of  the  odor 
of  the  leaves.  AVhen  boiled  and  allowed  to  cool,  it  deposited  a  floc- 
culent  precipitate,  indicating  the  presence  of  albumen. 
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The  infusion,  when  treated  with  a  solution  of  sulpliate  of  copper 
and  an  excess  of  solution  of  potassn,  gave,  on  being  boiled  for  a  short 
time,  a  reddish  precipitate  of  suboxide  of  copper.  This  test  indi- 
cates the  presence  of  sugar. 

Another  portion  of  the  infusion  gave  a  greenish-black  color  with  a 
.solution  of  sesquichloride  of  iron,  a  white  curdy  precipitate  with  sul- 
phuric acid,  and  a  slight  precipirate  with  gelatin.  After  digesting 
the  infusion  with  an  excess  of  gelatin  for  twenty-four  hours  and  fil- 
tering, the  infusion  gave  no  precipitate  with  sulphuric  acid,  and  on 
the  addition  of  solution  of  sesr|uichloride  of  iron  gave  a  greenish- 
black  color,  which  was  entirely  dissipated  on  the  application  of  heat. 

J'our  troy-ounces  of  the  leaves,  when  exhausted  with  cold  water 
and  the  resulting  infusion  being  evaporated,  yielded  about  thirty  per 
cent,  of  a  dark  brown  extract.  Two  hundred  and  forty  grains  of  this 
extract,  after  having  been  submitted  to  the  action  of  alcohol  and 
ether  successively,  left  about  thirty-five  per  cent,  of  dark  brown  ex- 
tractive matter.  The  alcohol,  with  which  the  extract  had  been  ex- 
hausted, on  being  evaporated  yieldeil  a  substance  of  a  pale  brown 
color  somewhat  translucent,  hard  and  brittle.  It  is  soluble  in  water 
and  officinal  alcohol,  but  is  insoluble  in  absolute  alcohol,  ether  and 
oil  of  turpentine.  Its  aijueous  solution,  on  being  agitated,  forms  a 
lather  like  a  solution  of  soap,  and  in  many  of  its  properties  it  resem- 
bles saponin  obtained  by  a  similar  process  from  Saponaria  officinalis. 
Four  troy-ounces  of  the  leaves  were  exhausted  with  alcohol,  and 
the  alcohol  distilled  oft"  from  the  tincture  until  it  was  reduced  to  a 
syrupy  liquid.  This  was  thrown  into  a  large  bulk  of  water,  and  the 
precipitated  resin  collected  on  a  filter.  The  resin,  after  having  been 
well  washed  with  cold  water,  was  dissolved  in  alcohol,  and  the  solu- 
tion evaporated  spontaneously.  The  resin,  as  thus  obtained,  is  of  a 
dark  green  color,  very  friable,  and  has  the  peculiar  odor  of  the  leaves 
highly  developed.  Its  taste  is  bitter  and  camphorous.  It  is  soluble 
in  alcohol,  ether  and  alkaline  solutions.  On  the  addition  of  au  acid 
to  the  latter  solution  it  is  precipitated  unchanged. 

The  distillate  obtained  by  distilling  water  twice  from  fresh  por- 
tions (  f  the  leaves  was  agitated  with  ether,  the  ethereal  solution 
drawn  ofi"  and  allowed  to  evaporate  spontaneously.  A  small  quan- 
tity of  an  oily  liquid  was  obtained,  which  communicated  a  greasy 
stain  to  bibulous  paper,  disappearing  entirely  on  the  application  of 
heat. 

■20 
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A  portion  of  the  leaver,  whicli  iuul  licrii  o.\li:iuste(l  with  alcohol, 
was  now  treated  with  other.  The  ethereal  li(|uid  was  evaporated 
to  a  !>inall  bulk  ami  tlirt-wn  into  water,  when  a  small  anuiuiit  of  fatty 
matter  separated  and  iloatetl  on  the  Mirface  of  the  water.  It  was 
absorbed  by  bibulous  papir.  to  which  it  communicated  a  greasy  stain, 
that  was  hot  dissipated  by  the  application  of  heat.  During:  the  evap- 
oration of  the  ethereal  liquid  a  suiiill  quantity  of  green  waxy  matter 
was  deposited  on  tlie  sides  of  the  evaporating  dish.. 

A  quantity  of  the  leaves  after  having  been  e.xhausted  respectively 
with  cold  and  boiling  water,  alcohol,- ether,  diluted  acids  and  alkaline 
solutious,  left  a  dark  brown  lignin,  which  was  converted  by  concen- 
trated sulphuric  acid  into  a  pasty  mass  soluble  in  water.  The  leaves, 
when  incinerated,  yield  about  five  per  cent,  of  ash,  in  which  potassa, 
lime,  oxide  of  iron,  silica,  sulphuric,  muriatic  and  carbonic  acids  were 
found. 

The  organic  constituents  are  albumen,  sugar,  tannin,  gallic  acid, 
gum,  extractive,  resin,  volatile  oil,  fatty  and  waxy  matter,  lignin  and 
a  substance  having  properties  analogous  to  saponin. 


OX  TIXCTURE  OF  RHUBARB. 
Bv  J.  B.  MooKK. 

This  tincture,  on  account  of  its  tendency  to  deposit  on  standing  an 
abundant  precipitate,  has  always  been  a  source  of  annoyance  to  phar- 
macists. This  instability  is  not  only  pharmaceutically  objectionable, 
but  is  especially  so  in  a  medicinal  point  of  view,  as  the  precipitated 
matter  has  been  ascertained  to  contain  a  portion  of  the  active  prin- 
ciples of  the  drug.  Chrysophanic  acid,  which  is  supposed  to  be  either 
one  of  the  elements  of  activity  of  rhubarb^^  or  intimately  associated 
with  its  medicinal  virtues,  has  been  found  to  be  among  the  principles 
usually  contained  in  the  precipitated  matter.  Hence  it  is  important 
that  some  means  be  devised  to  render  the  tincture  more  permanent, 
and  to  prevent  this  deposit  from  occurring. 

To  myself  this  imperfection  in  the  officinal  tincture  of  rliubarb  has 
been  annoying,  not  ordy  on  account  of  my  consciousness  of  the  fact 
that  this  precijdtation  depletes  the  preparation  of  a  portion  of  its 
medicinal  power,  and  tlm^  detracts  from  its  reliability  and  efficiency 
a.s  a  medicinal  agent,  but  also  because  of  its  rendering  the  tincture, 
not  unfrequently,  unsightly  in  appearance,  and  causing  it  to  be  cloudy 
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by  the  disturbance  of  the  sediment  when  the  tincture  is  decunted  in 
the  hurry  of  dispensing.  I,  therefore,  thought  that  a  little  time  could 
be  profitably  spent  in  some  experiments  with  the  view  of  so  amending 
the  officinal  process  as  to  overcome  the  difficulty  referred  to;  and  as 
my  efforts  in  this  direction  have  been  quite  satisfactory,  I  have  con- 
cluded to  give  the  result  for  the  benefit  of  others,  and  here  present 
the  following  modification  of  the  officinal  formula,  which  yields  a  tinc- 
ture that  will  keep  with  but  slight  precipitation  : 

R.     Pulv.  Rhei,  No.  40,   .  .  .      =iij,  troy, 

'•      Cardamomi.  No.  40,     .  .     .^ss,     " 

Glycerine,    .  ,  .  .     f  .^iv  f  .5ij, 

'          Alcohol,  fort.,  .  .  .     f  3.xvij, 

Aqua?,  ....     faxij  fSvj, 

Alcohol,  dil.,  .  .  •     ^1-  s. 

Mix  the  glycerin,  alcohol  fort,  and  water.  Moisten  the  powders, 
previously  mixed  together,  with  the  mixture  ;  pack  the  moistened  mass 
in  a  glass  jar  or  other  close  vessel,  and  let  it  stand  for  twenty-four 
hours.  Tiicn  rub  the  powder  through  a  No.  20  sieve,  and  pack  it  ij\  a 
glass  funnel  prepared  for  percolation,  and  gradually  pour  upon  it  the 
remainder  of  the  menstruum,  and  when  it  has  all  been  absorbed  con- 
tinue tlic  percolation  with  diluted  alcohol  until  thirty-two  fluidounces 
are  obtained. 

As  a  preventive  measure  to  obviate  the  tendency  to  deposit  in  this, 
as  well  as  in  many  other  tinctures  and  also  fluid  extracts,  it  will  be 
well  to  have  the  receiving  vessel  perfectly  dry  or  else  rinsed  out  with 
'a  portion  of  the  same  menstruum  which  is  to  be  used  in  the  percola- 
tion, and  the  percolate  after  a  half  fluidounce  Qr  ounce  has  passed 
should  be  occasionally  agitated.  This  last  simple  precaution  will  not 
infrequently  prevent,  at  least  in  a  measure,  the  tendency  to  deposit 
which  such  concentrated  solutions  might  otherwise  have. 

If  the  percolation  is  well  managed  in  making  fluid  extracts  and 
some  tinctures,  the  first  portions  of  percolate  which  pass  are  usually 
so  dense  and  so  supersaturated  that,  if  allowed  to  remain  long  in  this 
condition,  thry  will  in  a  short  time  begin  to  let  fall  a  portion  of  their 
excessive  charge,  and  after  this  process  is  once  established  there  is  no 
telling  where  it  may  end.  And  such  solutions,  when  long  exposed  in 
this  supersaturated  condition,  become  a  helpless  prey  to  oxidation 
'•j.nd  other  injurious  atmospheric  influences.     More    especially  is    this 
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the  case  when  the  percolate  contains  tannin,  starch  and  other  proxi- 
mate principles,  which,  when  thus  associated  together,  are  liable,  even 
at  ordinary  temperatures,  to  undergo  changes  unf'avorahle  to  the  sta- 
)<ility  of  the  finisln^l  product.  Hence  the  importance  of  attention  to 
this  apparentlif  trivial  matter. 

The  frequent  agitation  of  the  percolate  during  the  process  of  per> 
eolation  intermixes  tiie  denser  portions  with  tiie  successive  and  less 
densely  saturated  portions  as  they  pass.  It  not  unfrequently  hap- 
pens that,  when  percolation  is  slow,  several  days  are  consumed  before 
the  completion  of  the  process,  so  that  the  denser  portions,  if  alloweJ 
to  remain  undisturbed,  are  most  sure  to  deposit  more  or  less  mutter^ 
which  although  it  is  frequently  very  readily  redissolved,  is  not  so 
likely  to  remain  afterwards  in  permanent  solution.  At  least  this  has 
been  my  experience  while  carefully  and  closely  observing  very  fre- 
quent manipulations  of  this  kind. 

There  are  obscure  chemical  and  molecular  changes  which  may  occur 
under  such  circumstances,  as  the  result  of  oxidation  and  other  influ- 
ences, in  consequence  of  the  nascent  condition  of  the  vegetable  princi- 
ples, and  these  changes  but  few  could  divine  or  explain.  It  therefore 
behooves  usall  to  adopt  every  expedient  in  our  manipulations  that 
may  suggest  itself,  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  such  results. 
After  the  percolation  in  any  instance  has  suificiently  advanced  that 
the  solid  matter  extracted  is  mixed  with  suflScient  of  the  menstruum 
to  hold  it  in  solution,  then  the  agitation  of  the  percolate  be  no  longer 
continued,  and  the  superstratum  which  accumulates  may  serve  a  good 
purpose,  in  some  instances,  in  protecting  the  stronger  portions  be- 
neath from  the  action  of  the  air  duiing  the  exposure  necessary  to 
complete  the  process. 

The  deposit  occurring  in  the  officinal  tincture  of  rhubarb  very  often 
not  only  covers  the  bottom  of  the  bottle  with  a  depo.sit  of  from  a 
quarter  to  a  half  inch  in  depth,  but  the  sides  of  the  bottle  most  ex* 
posed  to  the  direct  light  also  j-eceive  their  share  of  coating. 

The  above  formula  docs  not  entirely  remedy  the  defect,  but  it  so 
nearly  accomplishes  the  object  as  to  render  the  tincture  as  prepared 
by  it  a  much  more  satisfactory  preparation.  The  deposit  accumulat- 
ing in  a  quart  of  the  tincture  made  by  this  formula  on  the  5th  of  last 
February  is  at  this  time  so  slight  when  compared  with  that  usually 
occurring  in  the  officinal  tincture,  that  it  really  appears,  practically, 
of  but  little  consequence.    The  tincture,  made  as  above  directed,  does 
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not  usually  manifest  the  slightest  evidence  of  deposit  until  about  throe 
weeks  after  it  is  prepared,  and  then  the  preci[»itation  proceeds  very 
slowly  and  very  sparingly,  while  tlie  officinal  tincture  begins  to  throw 
down  a  copious  deposit  in  a  few  hours  after  it  is  made.  I  tried  in 
several  experiments  increasing  the  proportion  of  gl3'cerin  to  six  lluid- 
onuces,  but  with  no  advantage  whatever — in  fact  with  less  satisfac- 
tory results. 

And,  furthermore,  the  menstruum  was  )iot  so  satisfactory  to  work 
with,  and  the  drug  was  not  so  easily  nor  so  thoroughly  exhausted  as 
when  the  proportions  in  the  formula  above  were  adhered  to.  It  has 
been  suggested  to  increase  the  alcoholic  strength  of  this  tincture,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  deposit,  but  this  1  deemed  objectionable,  as  the 
spirituous  strength  of  the  preparation  should  not  be  augmented,  if 
possible  to  avoid  it;  in  fact,  this  property  should  be  decreased  in  al- 
most all  tinctures  to  the  minimiun  consistent  with  their  integrity  and 
permanence.  Glycerin  being  so  excellent  a  solvent  for  rhubarb,  anj 
so  eligible  both  therapeutically  ajid  pharmaceutically,  that  I  at  once 
summoned  it  to  my  aid  in  forming  a  menstruum  that  would  not  only 
-exhaust  the  drug  thoroughly,  but  at  the  same  time  hold  the  extracted 
matter  in  permanent  solution,  and  find  it,  jiractically,  to  answer  the 
purpose  almost  fully. 

Tlie  menstruum  1  have  employed  is  much  more  satisfactory  to  use 
than  the  diluted  alcohol  of  the  officinal  formula,  as  the  percolation  is 
more  easily  accomplished  with  it  ;  for,  being  less  aqueous  than  the 
latter,  there  is  less  tendency  or  likelihood,  in  case  the  powder  is  ac- 
cidentally packed  too  tightly,  for  the  percolation  to  cease  or  to  pro- 
ceed too  tardily. 

When  rhubarb  is  very  ([ry,  as  it  often  is,  it  powders  so  easily  that 
it  is  almost  impossible,  unless  the  greatest  care  be  exercised,  to  get 
it  in  anything  like  a  uniform  moderately  coarse  powder,  as  continued 
contusion  and  rubbing  in  the  mortar  very  quickly  reduces  the  greater 
portion  to  a  very  fine  potoder  before  the  remaining  portion  is  suffi- 
ciently fine  to  pass  the  sieve,  and  as  a  consequence  the  powder  is 
likely  to  be  too  fine  and  irregular.  This  result  can,  in  a  measure, 
be  avoided  by  sieving  the  powder  very  frequently  during  the  process. 
Contuse  and  rub  it  for  a  few  minutes  only  at  a  time,  and  then  throw 
it  on  the  sieve,  and  the  portion  which  refuses  to  pass  return  to  the 
mortar  to  be  again  treated  in  like  manner,  and  thus  repeating  the 
operation   until    the  whole  is  reduced  to  the  requisite  degree  of  fine- 
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ness.  In  tliis  manner  I  have  generally  suecee<kd  in  obtaining  a  very 
uniform  powder. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  quantity  of  menstruum  proper,  /.  e.y 
mixture  of  glycerin,  alcohol  fort,  and  water,  directed  in  the  formula^ 
is  slightly  in  excess  of  the  (juantity  actuaJhf  rci/itin-d  to  yield  the  de- 
sired ((uaiitity  of  the  tincture.  This  is  done  in  order  to  alford  a 
stratum  between  the  amount  of  the  menstruum  i>r<iper  required  to. 
yield  the  tiiirty-two  lluiil-ounees  of  tincture  of  the  formula,  and  the- 
diluted  alcohol  with  which  the  percolation  is  completed.  This  pre- 
vents any  admixture  of  the  latter  with  the  former,  and  thus  insures 
to  the  finished  product  a  Jixed  and  definite  constitution.  This  ap- 
parently trivial,  though  really  important  circumstance,  is  often  over- 
looked by  many  in  iVaniing  formul;\3  for  tinctures,  fluid  extracts,  etc. 

Philadeli>hia,  7^^,  -June,  1873. 


(;I>KAN1N(..S  FROM  TJIE  EUROPEAN  JOURNALS. 

Bv  TUE  ElMTGK. 

Citric  (ici'l  from  /r/iurtleberries,  Vacciniu)ii  vitis-i(hva,  JJii.* — Dr. 
Grjcger  expresses  the  juice,  mixes  the  residue  twice  with  water,  to 
dissolve  the  remaining  acid,  and  expresses.  A  third  maceration  does 
not  pay,  unless  the  expressed  liquid  is  used  for  a  fresh  poition  of  ber- 
ries. The  liquids  are  mixed  and  a  solution  of  glue  is  added  until  the 
tannin  is  precipitated.  The  clear  filtrate  is  assayed  with  normal  al- 
kali to  determine  the  amount  of  carbonate  of  calcium  necessary  for 
the  complete  neutralization  of  the  acid,  and  decanted  after  carbonic 
acid  ceases  to  be  given  off.  The  li([uid  is  heated  to  boiling  in  a  copper 
kettle  with  continued  agitation  ;  after  about  ten  minutes  the  super- 
natant licjuor  is  syphoned  off,  the  precipitate  washed  upon  a  strainer 
with  boiling  water,  to  remove  coloring  matter,  and  dried.  l>y  incin- 
eration of  a  portion,  the  amount  of  lime  contained  in  it  is  ascertained, 
and  from  it  the  sulphuric  aciil  is  calculated  necessary  for  the  decom- 
position of  the  preeipitsite.  The  citrate  of  caleiuni  is  then  decom- 
poscil  by  digesting  it  for  sevei-al  hours  with  the  acid,  previously  di- 
luted with  ten  times  the  (juantity  of  water  ;  the  precipitated  gypsum 
is  collected,  pressed  iind  exhausted  by  mixing  with  water  and  press- 
ing. The  clear,  faintly  reddish  solution  is  decolorized  with  animal 
charcoil.  concentrated,  filtered  to  remove  gypsum,   crystallized,   ant\ 

See  Analysis  in  .Viiier.  .Joiirn.  Pliiiniiacy,  iHTI,  p.  iy-i'.i. 
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the  crystals  purified  by  rccrjstalli/.ation,  when  tliey  are  obtained  per- 
fectly colorless. 

In  two  experiments  the  yield  was  over  one  ]H-r  ct.,  and  the  cost,  ex- 
clusive of  labor,  about  one-fourth  of  the  commercial  acid.  The  filtrate 
troni  the  citrate  of  calcium  contains  sugar  (five  per  cent,  of  the  ber- 
ries used),  whii-h  may  be  utilized  by  converting  it  into  vinegar,  or  into 
alcohol,  in  which  latter  case  the  nialate  of  calcium  may  likewise  be 
obtained.— .Y.  Jahrb.  f.  Phinn.  1873,  April,   198-107. 

'.'leanhtji  of  Jiottles.  A.  Eckstein  recommends  to  clean  bottles 
which  contained  solutions  of  resins,  by  using  first  lye  and  rinsing 
them  finally  with  alcohol.  If  they  contained  petroleum,  oil  of  tur- 
pentine, ic,  the  volatile  oil  is  destroyed  with  some  strong  sulphuric 
acid,  and  the  bottle  placed  under  a  hydrant,  when  the  last  traces  of 
the  volatile  oil  will  be  readily  vcm)ved.--7.w'r7.,  l'41. 

A  neir  nniUn  red  is  obtained,  according  to  M.  F.  ITamel,  by  adding 
to  '2-'j  or  oO  grains  of  anilin  cojitained  in  a  glass  fiask  a  few  drops  of 
chloride  of  sulphur,  and  shaking  continually  to  prevent  the  carboniza- 
tion of  the  anilin.  After  five  or  ten  minutes  the  mixture  is  dissolved 
in  strong  acetic  acid,  filtered  and  carefully  evaporated,  when  a  bril- 
liant almost  black  body  is  obtained,  which  dissolves  in  acetic  acid, 
other  and  alcohol,  with  a  beautiful  color  resembling  fuchsin. — Pharm. 
Cent.  Halle,  1878,  No.  17. 

Tu  fasten  le-itJur  upon  metal,  F.  Sieburger  i-ecommends  the  process 
proposed  by  the  late  Prof.  Fuchs :  one  part  of  crushed  nutgalls  is  di- 
gested six  hours  with  eight  p.  distilled  water,  and  strained.  Glue  is 
macerated  in  its  own  weight  of  water  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  then 
dissolved.  The  warm  infusion  of  galls  is  spread  upon  the  leather, 
the  glue  solution  upon  the  roughened  surface  of  the  warm  metal,  the 
moist  leather  is  pressed  upon  it  and  then  dried,  when  it  adheres  so 
that  it  cannot  be  removed  without  tearing. — Ibid.,  No.  19,  fromPol//t. 
Nutlzhl. 

A  new  e.rtraet  of  meat.  Neues  .Jahrb.  f.  Phai-m,  for  April  contains 
an  extract  from  a  j;aper  by  Prof.  Leube,  of  Jena,  published  in  Berl. 
klin.  Wochenschr.,  187->,  p.  I'.'o,  in  which  the  fullowing  directions  are 
given  :  1000  grams  of  beef  free  from  fat  and  bones  are  cut  very  fine, 
mixed  in  a  porcelain  vessel  with  lOOO  grams  of  water  and  20  grams 
of  pure  muriatic  acid,  and  then  boiled  in  a  T'apin's  pot  for  ten  or  fif- 
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Hharm. 

187:".. 


teen  hours,  the  mass  bi-ing  occasionally  siiricd  in  the  bcjiinning.  Af- 
ter the  time  indicated,  the  mass  is  triturate*!  in  a  mortar  until  it  ac- 
quires the  appearance  of  an  emulsion.  It  is  ti:cn  ngaiu  l)oile<l  in  the 
Papin's  pot  for  fifteen  or  twenty  hours,  then  almost  neutralized  with 
pure  carbonate  of  sodium,  evaporated  tu  th'-  consistence  of  mush,  and 
divided  into  four'  part?. 

Dr.  R.  Mirus  has  modified  the  above  process  somewhat  (I'harm. 
Zeitung,  No.  37);  2i\0  grams  beef  suitably  prepared  as  above,  are  in- 
troduced into  a  strong  bottle  and  agitated  with  water  until  all  lumps 
have  disappeared  ;  the  muriatic  acid  and  remainder  of  water  are  add- 
ed, the  bottle  corked  and  the  stopper  wired.  Five  or  si.x  of  such  bot- 
tles are  then  boiled  in  a  high  pot  for  fifteen  hours;  each  bottle  is 
then  well  agitated  and  the  boiling  continued  for  fifteen  hours  more. 
The  preparation  may  also  be  made  in  a  suitable  steam-boiler  by 
placing  the  meat  in  a  covered  porcelain  vessel  and  boiling  for  the 
length  of  time  indicated.  The  object  is  to  alter  the  muscular  fibres 
under  pressure  and  the  conditions  stated,  until  they  are  as  nearl}'  rfs 
mav  be  possible  disintegrated. 

In  the  liquid  state  the  preparation  soon  spoils  unless  preserved  by 
Appert's  method  ;  it  may,  however,  be  evaporated  in  a  steam-bath  to 
dryness,  when  it  will  keep  well  in  closed  bottles,  and  should,  when 
prescribed,  be  softenc<l  by  the  addition  of  warm  water.  It  is  highly 
recommended  in  various  affections  of  the  stomach  when  the  mucous 
coating  reijuires  to  be  protected  from  irritation,  in  rec  hvmIc.'- cense 
from  typhus,  etc.,  and  may  be  combined  with  broth  or  Licbig's  ex- 
tract of  meat,  or  milk  and  cracker  mav  be  used  alternatt  iv. 

Pre/Kiration  of  chronic  ahini.  Prof  A.  Lielcgg  dissolves  iU.) 
parts  bichromate  of  potassium  in  a  warm  mi.xture  of  tiU  sulphuric 
acid  and  the  refjuisite  quantity  of  water ;  when  cold,  38  p.  oxalic  acid 
are  added  in  small  portions,  carbonic  acid  is  given  off,  and  the  chro- 
mic alum  obtained  on  spontaneous  evaporation. — Dinylcrs  Polyt. 
Journ.,  1873,  /Vi.,  '61\. 

Purification  of  (ullinr.  II.  Treudlen  states  that  tallow  jiurified  in 
the  manner  stated  below  is  almost  free  from  o<lor,  keeps  \v(dl  for  a 
long  time,  and  is  well  adapted  for  culinary  and  perfumery  purposes, 
for  oin\ments,  plasters,  etc.  Fresh  tallow  is  fused  in  boiling  water, 
while  hot  pressed  through  a  close  linen  strainer,  together  with  the 
water,  then  boile<l  with  the  latter  and  carefully  skimmed.    After  cool- 
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ing,  the  water  is  removed  by  pressure,  the  tallow  again  fused  and  pre- 
served in  well- covered  earthen  vessels. — Ibid.,  Marclt,  olG. 

AinmoniacHin. — An  itujuiry  of  some  interest  has  been  started  by 
Mr.  D.  llanbury  into  the  original  source  of  animoniacum.  Diosco- 
rides,  in  the  first  century,  de>cril)is  it  as  couiing  from  ''the  parts 
about  Cyrene,"  and  near  the  temple  of  Ammon,  from  which  it  may 
have  derived  its  name.  Some  ammoniacum  still  reaches  this  country 
at  times  from  Morocco,  and  is  probably  of  the  same  botanical  origin 
as  that  first  described  by  Dioscorides  and  others.  This  gum,  however, 
is  very  inferior  to,  and  indeed  differs  from  the  ordinary  Persian  am- 
moniacum, so  much  so,  that  certain  writers,  Pereira,  Guibourt,  and 
i;thers,  have  concluded  that  the  ammoniacum  referred  to  in  earlier 
times  was  not  the  same  as  we  know,  or  that  it  had  been  erroneously 
attributed  to  Africa.  Mr.  Ilanbury,  however,  has  discovered  tliat  a 
tjetter  quality,  more  nearly  corresponding  to  the  usual  ammoniacum, 
is  obtained  in  Morocco,  and  that  it  is  lioth  consumed  in  the  Empire 
and  finds  its  w.iy  to  Egypt  and  Arabia.  This  traffic  he  believes  to 
)iave  been  very  ancient,  and  as  London  brokers  now  call  the  Moroc- 
can product  •'  ammoniacum,"  then-  does  not  seem  to  be  any  matter 
for  astonishment  tliat  the  ancient  writers  should  have  confused  the 
two  gums.  In  Jackson's  account  of  the  Empire  of  Morocco  he  de- 
scribes a  sort  of  ammoniacum  produced  by  a  giant  fennel  called 
Feshook.  The  gum  exudes  from  the  stem  in  consequence  of  the 
puncture  of  a  beetle,  and,  falling  to  the  ground,  becomes  contami- 
nated with  earth,  for  which  reason  it  does  not  suit  the  London  mar- 
ket;  but  it  is  used  in  all  parts  of  the  country  for  cataplasms  and  fu- 
migations. Following  up  ]\L-.  ILmbui-y's  inquiries,  Mr.  John  Moss 
\vA9>  made  a  chemical  examination  of  the  African  ammoniacum,  and 
shows  the  results  in  the  following  table,  which,  for  comparison,  he 
places  side  by  side  with  an  analysis  of  Persian  ammoniacum  by 
Ha":(  n  : — 


African  Ammoniiu 

■Ulll. 

Persian  Ainmoniacinn.   (Ilagen.) 

(Moss.) 

Resin, 

,          , 

68-»i 

llesin, 

G7-T6 

Gum, 

,          , 

19-3 

Gum, 

9-014 

Gluten, 

^ 

5-4 

Water  and  Volatile  Oil, 

4-211 

Extractive. 

1-6 

J3assorin    and    insoluble 

Sand, 

2-3 

matter,     . 

1S-80 

Volatile  Oil 

and  Water, 

2-8 

99-914  100") 

■('lientiat  and  Druijyiiit — PJuiriit.  Joiini.  March  22,  1873. 
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In  :i  subsoiiuont  paper  puUlislied  in  the  riiann.  Jouni..  March  'ii', 
Mr.  T.  Moss  proves  cxperiineutall^^  that  aiinnoniacum  contains  no 
sulphur. 

Fahc  ( 'hitia  Iloi>(.  At  a  public  sale  of  drugs,  E.  A.  Webb  met 
with  an  article  named  China  root,  which  in  reality  was  that  curious 
fungoid  production,  Pachyma  cocos,  which  has  been  described  by  Mr. 
Ilanbury  as  resembling  hirge,  ponderous,  rounded  tubers,  having  a 
rough  blackish-brown  bark-like  exterior,  and  consisting  internally  of 
a  compact  mass  of  considerable  hardness,  varying  in  color  from  cin- 
namon brown  to  pure  white.  It  is  stated  that  this  was  the  first  time 
it  appeared  in  commerce  in  England. — Pliarm.  Jouni.,  March  20. 

Oriijin  of  Mt/rrli.  Among  the  plants  brought  by  Ehrenberg  from 
liis  travels  in  Asia  in  182G,  was  Balmmodi'nclron  myrrha,  Nees,  froni 
which  myrrh  has  since  been  supposed  to  be  collected,  until  some  years 
ago  tlie  late  Prof.  Perg  found  in  Ehrenberg's  herbarium  a  specimen 
of  a  different  specii^s  labelled  by  Ehrenberg  that  he  had  collected 
myrrh  from  it;  Berg  named  the  plant  Pxihaiiiodendron  Ehrenhergia- 
nuni.  Daniel  Hanbury  now  calls  attention  to  our  deficient  knowledge 
of  the  source  of  myrrh,  which  is  asserted  to  be  produced  in  no  less 
than  four  districts,  namely,  1,  in  the  country  about  Ghizan  on  the 
eastern  shore  of  the  red  sea  ;  '2.  on  the  southern  Arabian  coast  east- 
ward of  Aden  ;  ;5,  in  the  Somali  country  south  and  west  of  Cape 
(lardafui,  and,  4,  in  the  region  west  of  the  gulf  of  Aden,  lying  be- 
tween Tajura  and  Shoa,  including  Ilarar,  to  the  south-east.  There 
are  certainly  three  varieties  of  myrrh  which  may  well  be  derived  from 
distinct  species.  Numerous  well  preserved  specimens  of  the  trees^ 
includinnr  K-aves,  flowers,  fruits  and  the  exudation  are  needed  to  solve 
this  (piotion. —  fhld.,  April  V,K 

ON   A  NEW  VARIETY  OF  OIML'M. 
Bv    P.  Oari-ks.-' 

For  .some  lime  past  a  new  kind  of  opium  has  been  met  with  in  com- 
merce which  is  said  to  come  from  Persia.  The  sanijde  obtained  by 
the  author  wa.s  in  conical  cakes,  weighing  about  440  grams,  which 
had  been  covered  with  poppy  leaves,  of  which  a  few  remnants  re- 
mained, and  wr-re   free    frrun   rnmcx   fruits.      Its  odor  is  not  narcotic 

•'  'I  raiL-laifd  from  .Iniiriial  de  IMiurinacic  et  de  <'iuinie,  lb~'.].  .luin,  4'27-4'2I>. 
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like  that  of  Smyrna  opium,  but  strongly  resembles  that  of  green 
coffee  ;  -when  heated,  however,  it  gives  off  n\\  odor  reminding  of  choc- 
ulate.  It  is  soft  like  ordinary  opiuiM,  and  contains  o-OO  per  cent,  of 
moisture.  It  has  a  light  color,  which  does  not  deepen  on  exposure  ; 
examined  by  the  eye  or  the  mngnifior,  it  is  quite  homogeneous.  It 
mixes  readily  with  cold  wiiler  without  requiring  the  malaxation  neces- 
sary for  the  officinal  kind.     The  solution  is  slightly  colored. 

AVhile  Smyrna  opium  yields  generally  49  per  cent,  of  a(i[ueous  ex- 
tract, this  new  kind  yields  5o.  It  presents,  however,  the  follow- 
ing remarkable  quality:  when  about  two-thirds  of  the  water  have 
been  evaporated  in  the  water-bath,  crystalline  crusts  are  formed  which 
successively  fall  to  the  bottom,  and  the  liquid  will  finally,  after  cool- 
ing, appear  as  a  crystnlline  mass,  from  which,  by  taking  it  up  with 
water,  1"10  per  cent,  of  pure  narcotina  was  separated. 

'J'he  assay  of  this  crude  opium  gave,  by  Fordos'  method,*  as  a  mean 
of  two  experiments,  8*40  per  cent,  of  morphia  and  o-60  per  cent  of 
nai'cotina  ;  the  amount  of  miM'phiii  is  tlierefore  less  tiian  is  required 
I'f  Smyrna  opium. t 

The  readini\-<s  witli  which  this  o|)ium  diss(dves  in  water,  its  deli- 
(juescence  in  the  atmosphere,  etc.,  suggested  a  falsification  with  honey 
or  glucost.  It  is  not  easy  to  establish  this,  since  Mr.  Magnes  Lahens 
has  shown  it  to  be  a  normal  constituent,  at  least,  of  Smyrna  opium. 
Both  kinds  reduce  I'cadily  solutions  of  copper  ;  but  is  this  reduction 
due  exclusively  to  glucose?  Fermentation  appeared  to  the  author  to 
be  the  only  way  to  deci<le  this  question,  in  view  of  the  multijilicity  of 
constituents,  a  certain  number  of  which,  like  glucose,  reduce  the  cop- 
per solution.  This  has  been  proven  by  parallel  experiments  made 
with  Ban-eswill's  solution  and  fermentation.  Smyrna  opium  gave 
some  bubbles  of  carbonic  acid,  and   this  so-called  Persian  opium  sev- 

*  It  is  well  known  that  it  takes  several  davi^  for  tlie  morphia  to  jjrecipitate 
conijiletely  ;  the  precaution  was  observed  i>y  the  author,  who  observed  in  this 
case  that  if  only  ©ne-half  of  the  required  (piantity  of  ammonia  is  used,  nearly 
all  the  narcotina  will  .soon  crystallize  out,  leaving  the  morphia  in  solution, 
which  is  subsequently  precipitated.  This  behavior  is  particularly  important 
to  manufacturers  of  morphia  who  may  happen  to  use  this  opium. 

■(■This  so-called  Persian  opium  is  certainly  of  medium  quality.  As  far  as 
The  author's  information  goes,  Smyrna  ojjium,  of  10  i)cr  cent,  morphia,  is  not 
ihe  commonest  in  the  market.  But  since  the  Codex  has  adopted  that  stand- 
ard, the  author  thinks  that  this  opium  might  be  used  in  place  of  Smyrna  opium 
by  increasing  the  prescribed  quantity  one-fifth. 
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oral  cubic  centiuiotros  ;*  but  tlicro  w:is  iki  uiiit'onuity  between  tbcse 
results  and  tliosc  obtaineil  by  l'>:ure>\viir<  solutioii,  \vliicb  coirolto- 
rates  the  above  expressed  ofiiiiion  that  alkaline  copper  solutions  are 
unfit  for  determining  correetly  the  glucose  in  opium,  and  that  re- 
course must  be  had  to  fermentation.  In  this  ease  the  so-called  Per- 
sian o])ium  appeared  to  contain  a?j  abnormal  tjuatitity  of  glucose  ;  but 
it  is  difficult  to  establish  it  by  reliable  points  of  eomp;irison. 

This  opium  differs  considerably  from  the  Persian  opiums  dt-scribed 
by  Cruibourtjt  as  coming  in  sticks  wrapped  in  paper  and  weighing 
about  20  grams,  and  as  containing  -i  per  cent,  of  morphia,  or,  accord- 
ing to  Merck,  even  one  per  cent,  and  80-5")  of  extract,  (iuibourt 
states  also  that  its  solution  separates,  on  ev.iponition,  a  white  crystal- 
line deposit,  but  he  has  not  established  its  nature. 


UN  TWO   NKW  RKMEPIK.S  AT  TllK  VIENNA   KXI'OSITION. 

]i\-     W.     lIir.DWRIN  4 

Among  the  larL'e  number  of  plants  indigenous  to  the  LMiilippine 
Islands,  two  species  of  trees  have  recently  attracted  considerable  atten- 
tion ;  they  are  Ucliiscs  ^rholaris,  nat.  ord.  Apocynaceic,  and  Gdrcinia 
fvaiigostana.  nat.  ord.  Guttiferai.  The  fornici-  is  very  comnfon  in  the 
province  of  Batangar,  Island  of  Luzon,  and  its  bark  has  been  used 
by  the  natives,  under  the  name  of  iliia,  as  a  remetly  in  all  kinds  of 
fever.  G.  Gruppc,  apothecary  in  Manilla,  obtained  from  it  an  un- 
crystallizable,  very  hygroscopic  bitter  principle,  which  he  named 
ditain,  and  which  has  been  employed  by  Prof.  Dr.  Miguel  Zina,  the 
chief  j)hysician  of  the  province  of  Manilla,  in  the  hospitals  under  his 
supervision.  He  found  that  ditniii  is  not  only  a  coinfilete  substitute 
for  tjuinia,  but  is  even  suj)erior  to  it  in  not  ^iroducing  the  unpleasant 
effects  sometimes  observed  from  the  latter.  It  is  given  in  the  same 
manner  and  doses  as  quinia,  and  is  prejiareil  by  a  process  similar  to 
that  of  the  latter  alkaloid;  it  has  also  been  used  as  a  tonic  in  a  num- 
ber of  cases  with  success.  100  grams  of  bark  yielded  two  grams  of 
ditain,  0"85  sulphate  of  calcium  and  10  grams  of  extractive,  which  is 
without  any  effect.  The  trees  yield,  without  being  injured  in  their 
growth,  u  large  quantity  of  bark,  oO  kilograms  of  which  cost  in  .Ma- 

*  One  c.c.  carbonic  acid  indicates  ;^'88  m.  of  glucose. 

t  I'rogues  simples,  iii,  657. 

i  Trau8latc<l  frotn  Zoitsclirift  d    iilltr.  Oesterr.  Apotli.  V'.>r.,  16~'.\,  p.  249. 
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iiilla  about  -W  franco?,  so  that  a  kilogram  of  ditaVii  wtnild  cost  in  Eu- 
iDpe  about  100  tVaiics,  or  less  than  half  the  price  of  quiiiia. 

The  other  new  remedy  is  e.xtractum  antidysentericum,  prepared 
from  the  pericavji  of  (Jarc/'nla  ji(aii;/osta}u(,  which,  some  years  ago, 
was  introduced  into  Europe  for  tanning  purposes.  Clarcima  occurs 
frequently  in  Madras,  Cochinchina  and  the  Philippine  Islands.  Here- 
tofore it  was  used  in  the  form  of  decoction.  <i.  Gruppe  prepared 
from  it  an  extract  which  has  been  introduced  there  into  all  the  hos- 
pitals, and  has  been  employed  in  the  barracks  and  prisons  as  well  as 
in  private  practice.  It  appears  to  be  a  sure  remedy  for  rapidly  and 
effectually  curing  dysentery,  chronic  diarrhoea,  catarrhs  of  the  uterus, 
bladder  and  urethra;  in  fact,  in  all  cases  in  which  astringents  are  in- 
dicated. It  is  given  in  the  form  of  pills  or  as  syrup,  it  being  readily 
soluble,  and  in  the  latter  form  particularly  adapted  for  children.  Its 
price  in  Europe  would  be  about  1*1  or  -'2  francs. 

SELECTKI)    FORMULAS    FROM    PH  ARMACOPO^A   (J  KRM  A  N  H,' A. 

Bv  THE  Kditor. 
(Concluded  t'roni  page  203  of  last  number.) 

Tartarlis  boraxatus  s.  Kali  tartaricum  boraxatum  s.  (Jremor  fartari 
solubilis.  Borax,  2  p.;  distilled  water,  20  p.  Dissolve  and  add  5  p. 
purified  cream  of  tartar.  Agitate  to  dissolve,  filter,  evaporate  to  dry- 
ness, and  powder. 

The  tinctures  are  made  by  niaeeration,  at  a  temperature  of  15  to 
20°  C,  or  by  digestion,  temperature  35  to  40°  The  officinal  alcohol, 
spiritus,  has  a  specific  gravity  of  0-SoO  to  0'<So4:,  the  diluted  alcohol 
a  spec.  grav.  of  0-892  to  0-8!>o.  In  nearly  all  cases  the  tinctures 
are  stronger  in  alcohol  and  often  less  liable  to  precipitate  than  the 
corresponding  ones  of  the  U.  S.  Ph.  The  proportions  are  mostly  1 
of  material  to  5  or  10  of  menstruum. 

Tinctura  Aloes  composita  s.  Elixir  ad  longam  vitam.  Aloes,  1)  p.; 
gentian,  rhubarb,  zedoary,  saffron,  agaric,  of  each  1  part;  alcohol  of 
0-)Sl)2  sp.  gr.,  200  parts.  This  is  a  simplified  formula  for  a  very  pop- 
ular (jierman  remedy. 

Tinrt}i:ra  amara.  Orange  beiries,  centaury,  gentian,  of  each  2  p.; 
zedoary,  1  p.;  alcohol,  -892  sp.  gr.,  35  parts. 

Tinttufn  aromatica.     Chinese   cinnamon,  4   p.;   cardamom,  cloves. 
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galan^al,  ginger,  of  encli  1  p.;  alcuhol,  •S\^'2  sp.  gr.,  oO  p.    Digest  for 
a  week. 

Tnictura  aromatica  (icMd.  Mnde  lii<o  the  preeeding,  except  tli;it 
tlie  Jik-nliol  is  mixed,  before  the  dige.stioii,  with  -  pans  of  !«ulphuric 
ncid. 

'finctura  Cliitor  cowjtosita  s.  Elixir  robornns  WJiyttii.  I'ale  cin- 
chona, G  p.;  orange  peel,  gentian,  each  2  p.;  Chinese  cinnamon,  1  p.: 
alcohol,  •81.»2  sp.  gr.,  50  j). 

Tinrtura  Chinoiih'ni.  Chinoidin,  2  p.;  alcohol,  17  p.;  hydrochlo- 
ric acid,  1  p.  Dissolve.  This  mi.xes  with  water  without  being  pre- 
cipitated. 

Tincttira  ferri potnata.  Ferruginous  extract  of  apples,  1  p.;  vin- 
ous cinnamon  water,  \)  parts.      Dissolve. 

Tinctura  lodi  ihrolorata.  Iodine,  hyposulphite  of  sodium,  and 
water,  each  10  parts.  Digest  until  dissolved;  add  ammoniated  alco- 
hol, 10  p.,  and  alcohol,  75 ;  keep  in  a  cool  place  for  three  days  and 
filter.      It  has  a  slightly  ammoniacal  odor. 

Tinctura  Opii  crocata  corresponds  to  Vinum  opii,  L'.  S.  P.,  except 
that  it  contains  0  drachms  of  saifron  to  the  pint. 

Tinctura  Opii  simplex  is  weaker  in  alcohol  but  stronger  in  opium 
than  the  tincture  of  the  U.  S.  P.  It  is  made  from  powdered  opium, 
4  p.;  alcohol,  sp.  gr.  '802,  and  distilled  water,  each  19  parts.  Ten 
grains  contain  the  soluble  constituents  of  one  grain  of  powdered 
opium. 

Timtura  Opii  benzoica  is  made  of  the  same  material,  honey  ex- 
ceptetl,  as  the  Tinctura  opii  camphorata,  U.  S.  P.,  but  the  medicinal 
ingredients  are  in  larger  proportion,  that  of  opium  being  about  4  :  5. 
Powdered  opium,  1  p.;  benzoic  acid,  4  p.;  camphor  and  oil  of  anise, 
each  2  p.;  alcohol,  sp.  grav.  -892,  102  parts.  200  grains  contain  1 
grain  of  opium. 

Tinctura  Scilla-  kalina.  Squill,  8  p.;  caustic  potassa,  1  p.;  alco- 
hol, sp.  gr.  -802,  1  part. 

i'nfjuentum  cereuni,  made  from  2  p.  yellow  wax  and  0  p.  olive  oil, 
is  the  basis  of  the  ointments  of  belladonna,  conium,  digitalis,  hyoscy- 
amus,  mezereon,  savin,  white  precipitate  and  oxide  of  mercury.  The 
proportions  are  1  part  of  extracts  or  of  the  mercurial  compounds  to 
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9  of  wax  ointuieTit.  Opium  ointment  contains  in  10  parts  about  1  p. 
of  opiion,  and  is  made  of  extract  of  opium  and  water,  each  1  p.;  wax 
ointment,  18  parts. 

i'nguentum  ('nydharidnnt.  Bruised  cantliarides,  1  p.;  olive  oil,  4 
parts.  Digest  for  twelve  hours,  express,  filter  and  add  yellow  wax,  2 
parts. 

UniiuentHin  diachylon  llclrn'.  Lead  plaster  and  linseed  oil,  e(iual 
Aveisrht,  are  fused  together  and  mixed. 

Unifuentum  flainim,  used  in  place  of  the  old-fashioned  marsh  mal- 
low ointment,  is  made  by  digesting  f^r  half  an  hour  1  part  of  turme- 
ric in  oO  parts  of  lard,  then  melting  together  with  o  parts  each  of 
yellow  wax  and  Burgundy  pitcli,  straining  and  cooling. 

I'tiguention  Kalii  iodati  is  a  little  weaker  than  the  iodide  of  potas- 
sium ointment  of  U.  S.  P.  The  liberation  of  iodine  is  prevented  by 
adding  to  the  ounce  about  2^  grains  of  hyposulphite  of  sodium. 

Unguentum  leniens  =  cold  cream. 

inijuentum  Ro»marini  comijositum  s.  Ung.  nervinum.  Lard,  10 
parts;  suet,  8  p.;  yellow  wax,  expressed  oil  of  nutmegs,  each  2  p., 
are  fused  together.  When  nearly  cold,  one  part  each  of  the  oils  of 
rosemar}''  and  of  juniper  are  added. 

Unguentum  Terebinthince  compositum  s.  Ung.  digestkmm.  iSIix 
thoroughly  32  parts  of  Venice  turpentine  and  4  parts  of  yolk  of  egg; 
then  add  1  part  each  of  powdert-d  myrrh  and  aloes  and  8  parts  of 
olive  oil. 

Vanilla  mccharata.  1  part  of  finely  cut  vanilla  and  9  parts  of 
sugar  are  reduced  to  powder  by  continued  trituration. 

Vinum  Colchici  seui.  and  Vin.  Ipecacuanlta'  are  made  with  sherry 
wine  in  the  proportion  of  1  :  10.  The  former  is  therefore  weaker, 
the  latter  stronger  than  the  corresponding  preparations  of  U.  S.  V. 

I'inum  camplioratum.  1  part  each  of  finely  powdered  gum  arabic 
and  camphor  are  mixed  and  triturated  with  48  parts  of  good  white 
wine,  gradually  added.     The  preparation  is  turbid. 

Vinum  Chime.  Macerate  for  a  week  1  part  of  Calisaya  bark  with 
20  parts  of  good  red  wine.     Express  and  filter. 
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(  iiiKurs. 

liv  .Fofi.s  R.  .Jackson.  A.L  S., 
Curator  of  the  lynseums,  liayal  (rfuv/c/^.s,  Ktw. 
Three  well  known  products  of  the  hemp  plant  {Cmnvihis  safh>a\  nrvf 
known  in  In<lia  as  (iunja,  Bhang,  and  Churrns  ;  the  first  being  tlio 
dried  flower  branches  pressed  together  while  in  a  (resh  state,  ant\ 
used  for  smoking  like  tt)bacco  ;  the  seeoinl,  the  leaves  and  capsules^ 
from  which  an  infusion  or  intoxicating  drink  is  made;  and  the  third, 
a  kind  of  an  earthy  resin,  which  is  always  desciihed  as  the  )nost  pow- 
erful of  all.  Churrus  varies,  however,  in  (juality,  three  or  more  kinds 
being  known  ;  the  first  or  highest  (juality  oci-urring  in  large  irregular 
lumps,  the  second  in  smaller  lumps,  and  the  third  in  finely  brokei^ 
pieces,  with  a  large  proportion  of  dust.  All  these  have  a  more  ov 
less  earthy  fracture,  but  there  are  two  small  samples  in  the  Kew  Mu- 
seum which  have  been  apparently  moulded  by  pressure  into  hard  and 
compact  masses,  each  about  two  inches  lonji,  afid  about  half  as  thick 
again  as  a  man's  thumb,  rounded  at  each  end,  and  which  have  a  some- 
what greenish  fracture,  and  a  perceptible  odor  of  musk.  Whether 
this  has  been  imparted  to  them  in  tlie  course  of  preparation,  or  by 
contact  with  other  articles,  I  am  not  able  to  say.  The  specimens-, 
formed  part  of  the  collection  of  the  Medico-l^otanical  Society  of  Lon- 
don, and  were  ohtaineil  for  the  Kevv  Museum  in  lS.3o,  since  which 
time  they  have  been  kept  in  a  glass  jai-,  separi'te  from  i^her  speci- 
mens, sufficient  time,  one  would  think,  for  them  to  lose  any  perfume 
not  actually  incorporateil  into  their  sultstane<'.  Churrus  is  said  to  bo 
seldom  or  never  the  pure  resin  as  it  exudes  from  the  leaves,  stems, 
and  flowers  of  the  hemp  plant,  so  that  it  is  not  iin|)r<jbable  that  musk 
may  sometimes  be  mixe<i  up  with  it.  And,  as  a  further  i)roof  of  the 
"System  of  adulteration,  the  following  fact  iriay  also  be  stated: — 

Amongst  some  fruits,  seeds,  and  other  botanical  specimens  recently 
received  at  the  Kew  Museum  from  Yarkand,  were  some  of  the  mealy 
fruits  of  the  Treljizonde  date  [Ehi'ariuux  horletixix).  The  informatiorj 
which  accompanied  them  was  to  the  effect  that  tln^  tree  was  cultivated 
for  the  sake  of  the  fruits,  which  were  largely  consumed  as  food,  and 
were  earned  in  i|uaiititics  in  caravan  journeys.  The  wildXi'uits,  how- 
ever, are  not  eaten,  but  the  meal  obtained  from  them  is  used  entirely 
to  adulterate  churrus.  Jn  India  the  hemp  is  an  officinal  plant,  its 
principal  use  being  in  tetanus,  hydrophobia,  and  neuralgia,  in  its  va- 
rious forms;   but  it  has  also  been  used,  it  is  said,  with  success  in  such 
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diseases  as  cholera,  rheumatism,  asthma,  and  some  phases  of  skin  dis- 
ease. It  is  applied  in  the  forms  of  extract  and  tincture,  and  has 
been  recomuiendcd  for  use  in  this  country.  In  the  Indian  Pharma- 
copoeia are  some  remarks  by  ?^ir  Robert  Christison,  who  speaks  of  it 
not  only  as  an  excellent  substitute  for  morphia,  but  as  being  suitable 
in  cases  where  morphia  could  not  be  applied,  ov  was  objected  to  by 
the  patii-nt.  lie  further  says,  he  ha<  "long  been  convinced,  and  new 
experience  confirms  his  conviction,  that  for  energy,  certainty,  and 
conveniriiee,  Indian  hemp  is  the  next  anodyne,  hypnotic,  ami  anti- 
spasmodic to  opium  and  its  derivatives,  and  often  equal  to  it.  All 
the  products  of  the  hemp  are,  however,  so  much  adulterated  that  the 
difficulty  seems  to  be  in  obtaining  gunja  of  good  (juality  from  which 
to  prepare  the  extract,  which  Sir  R.  (.'hristison  considers  the  best  of 
all  forms  in  wliicii  it  can  be  used. 

L'nder  the  name  of  "Majoon,"  a  compound  is  used  in  India  com- 
posed of  bhang,  butter,  sugar.  Hour,  and  milk. — Phanu.  Journ.  iLon- 
Jon,)  March  i"J,  1873. 

lMiK[J.MlXARY    XOTICK    OF    A    NKW    SALT    OF    QUIMA. 
^■^uinia  Meconate. 

Bv   rKTEi:  TOWXSKXD  ACSTE.V.   Pil.  B. 

As  a  salt  of  (piinia  and  meconic  acid  has  not  to  my  knowle^lge  been 
before  described,  I  attempted  to  prepare  one. 

If  an  alcoholic  solution  of  meconic  acid  be  added  to  an  alcoholic 
solution  of  quinia,  a  white,  curdy  precipitate  is  formed.  The  precip- 
itate is  soluble  in  hot  water,  being  deposited  on  cooling  in  beautiful 
crystals.  The  water  solution  gives  reactions  for  both  quinia  and 
meconic  acid.  The  first  curdy  precipitate  on  ilrying  forms  a  mass 
resembling  dried  glue,  the  next  precipitate  forms  minute  scales  of  a 
silken  lustre.  Finally,  small  crystals  are  obtained.  When  filtered 
ami  dried  on  bibulous  paper,  the  salt  has  a  peculiar  sheen,  resembling 
minute  fish  scales. 

A  direct  estimation  of  quinia  was  made  as  follows:  A  weighed  por- 
tion of  the  dried  salt  was  dissolved  in  water  by  the  aid  of  heat,  the 
quinia  was  precipitated  by  ammonia  and  dissolved  in  ether.  The 
ethereal  solution  was  separated  from  the  ammoniacal  liquid,  and 
washed  with  water  by  means  of  ;i  stopcock  funnel,  after  which  it  was 
evaporated  and  weighed.  Though  the  greatest  care  was  observed  in 
the  washing,  a  loss  of  quinia  occurred. 

21 
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'Salt.  Quiiii:i.  Fouiul.  (.'alculuted. 

■'J5  gram.  'VXl  giMm.  .')4vS  por  cent.  .JtlOO  per  cent. 

The  composition  of  tho  s.ilt    is  then    most    probaljly  C;H..(C^,n,.,N._. 
Ojj'Mj.,  wliicli  corresponds   to   tlie  silver  salt  C'-II.,Ag.,0-. 
Laboratory    ok    Dr.  .f.  W'vi  z. 
Xo.  18  Kxchuiige  Plim-.  New  York. 

— American  (.'luuii»t,  -^I'lh  1J^7-j. 


NOTKS  OX  PEP8IX. 
By   Ki>\\akd  II.   HosKi.N.  M.  D..  Lowell. 

Much  has  been  said  about  physicians'  prescriptions  being  inaccu- 
rately compounded,  and  nmch  fault  found  with  tiie  incompetency  of 
apothecaries  and  their  assistants — fre(|nently,  no  doubt,  without  in- 
justice to  either  party.  As  much  fault  may  be  found  with  some  of 
the  preparations,  because  of  their  impurities,  and  often  of  the  posi- 
tive inertness  of  what  should  be  the  active  principle  on  which  the  ef- 
ficacy of  the  drug  depends.  xVmongst  these  preparations,  pepsin  is 
particularly  alluded  to. 

The  market  is  floode<I  with  pepsin,  of  German.  French,  English 
and  American  manufacture,  its  elixirs,  wines  and  troches — cli.xirs 
per  i<e,  and  in  alleged  combination  with  bismuth,  iron,  strychnia,  etc. 
— in  fact,  so  elegantly,  and  apparently  therapeutically  combined,  as 
to  please  the  eye,  taste  and  judgment  of  the  physician,  and  by  its 
promised  combination,  to  appear  to  him  as  the  very  thing  he  wants 
in  his  daily  practice.  All  is  not  gold  that  glitters,  nor  is  all  pepsin 
that  is  called  so,  nor  do  all  its  preparations  contain  the  promised 
principle. 

Curiosity  at  first  induced  me  to  examine  a  sample  of  Doudalt's 
pepsin,  and  getting  a  negative  result,  I  ^still  more  carefully  tried 
three  other  samples  of  the  same  make,  and  found  all  inert  ;  1  then 
tried  Velpeau's,  ami  with  the  same  result,  and  then  various  samples 
of  American  preparation,  but  not  one  could  I  find  that  was  in  any. 
way  a  solvent  of  coagulated  albumen.  I  next  tried  some  elixirs, 
and  not  one  of  these  would  produce  the  required  result  :  then  some 
of  the  wines,  and  with  the  same  lack  of  success. 

After  these  experiments^,  1  came  to  the  conclusion  that  pepsin,  as 
sold  in  the  shops,  was  a  fraud,  that  physicians  were  defrauded  of 
their  success,  and  the  patient  of  his  health  and  his  means,  through 
the  worthlessness  of  the  drug  supplied. 
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Bu.t  on  looking  over  a  review  of  tlie  new  Pliarniacopoeia,  in  the 
•Journal  of  March  loth,  I  noticed  the  mention  of  the  pepi«in  made 
by  Scheffer,  of  Louisville,  and  heing  anxious,  if  possible,  to  find  a 
reliable  article,  I  wrote  to  him  for  a  sample,  and  received  by  mail 
t\N-o  descriptions — "  saccharated  pepsin,"-  and  "  concentrated  pep- 
sin.' I  at  once  experimented  with  them,  and  obtained  most  ex- 
•cellent  results.  With  one  grain  of  the  concmitrateil  article,  I  ob- 
tained the  solution  of  one  hundred  grains  of  coagulated  albumen, 
und  with  five  grains  of  the  saccharated,  sixty  grains  of  albumen — 
in  each  case  using  one  ounce  of  water  and  six  drops  of  muriatic 
acid.  With  one  grain,  also,  of  the  former,  I  procured  the  solution 
of  137  grains  of  raw,  lean  beef. 

These  results  are,  I  think,  eminently  satisfactory,  and  prove,  at 
least,  tha*t  there  is  one  reliable  article  to  be  had — of  home  manufac- 
ture, also,  instead  of  heavily  dutied  foreign  goods,  and  which  so  fro- 
■quently  are  censidered  the  only  reliable  preparations. 

I  have  been  sceptical  as  to  the  therapeutic  value  of  the  so  called 
pepsin  wines  and  elixirs,  and  my  experiments  have  proved  that,  at 
ull  events,  the  pepsin  used  in  their  manufacture  is  not  of  any  use, 
for  there  is  no  solvent  action  exerted  whatever  on  coagulated  albu- 
men by  any  of  them  I  have  yet  tried. 

This  may  be  the  proper  place  to  describe  the  method  I  adopt  for 
^:letecting  the  presence  of  what  I  will  call  active  pepsin. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  presence  of  albumen  in  diabetic  urine  is 
nn  obstacle  to  the  detection  of  the  sugar,  and  that  a  fine  mauve  or 
purple  color  is  produced  on  the  addition  of  either  Troramer's  or  Feh- 
ling's  test  solution.  It  occurred  to  me  that  this  reaction  would  just 
<3ome  in  for  my  purpose.  Take  coagulated  albumen,  and  put  into 
the  pepsin  wine  or  elixir  ;  submit  to  one  hundred  degrees  Fahr.  in  a 
water-bath,  and  if  there  is  any  of  the  active  peptic  principle  present, 
solution  of  so  much  of  the  coagulum  will  ensue,  and  the  albumen  re- 
iluced  to  an  allotropic  condition,  which,  when  added  to  the  test  solu- 
tion, would  produce  the  purple  color. 

On  trying  the  experiraent,Jno  such  thing  occurred;  but,  on  making 
a  simple  solution  of  pepsin  in  water,  adding  acid  and  albumen,  and 
digesting  for  half  an  hour,  I  procured  a  solution  which,  on  addition 
■of  the  cupreous  test,  at  once  yielded  the  splendi<l  color  ;  repeateil 
trials  have  yielded  the  samCj'results.  Flesh,  or  cheese,  may  be  used 
m   place  of  albumen,  as  alii  that   is  required  is  to  obtain  a  peptone^ 
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ami  the  reaction  will  show  it  ;  hence  proving  that  pi-psln    imist  have 
been  present  in  order  to  its  production. 

I  have  repeatedly  dissolvod  a  perfectly  f^ood. jicpsin  in  sheny  wine, 
added  ihl<)rhy<lric  acid  and  alltumeii,  and  submitted  to  a  water-bath 
and  then  tested  tor  pepto.nc  :  but  in  no  case  have  I  been  able  to  <le- 
tect  it.  From  this  fact,  1  ciiiclude  that  pepsin  wines  are  useless,  as 
far  a<  the  drug  is  coneeriieil.  aii<l  that  the  presence  of  the  alcohol,  or 
the  small  proportion  of  tannin,  or  both,  destroys  its  catalytic  action. 
Tannin,  in  solution,  does  the  same  thing.  So,  also,  do  most  metal- 
lic salts;  and  here  I  would  <iuote  from  Dr.  T.  King  Chambers  "  On 
the  Indigestions,"  page  '.'4  : — "But  for  the  time  named,  I  advise  its 
being  given  alone,  and  the  action  not  interfered  with  in  general  by 
other  medicines.  Mnu/j  will  really  j>7-(;ve)it  its  chemical  effect^  and 
all  will  confuse  one's  judgment  of  the  advantage  gained."     • 

But,  if  to  a  peptone  already  formed,  either  wine,  alcohol,  tannin, 
or  a  metallic  salt  is  added,  the  addition  of  the  test  will  at  once  ex- 
hibit its  reaction,  though  tannin,  if  in  large  quantity,  somewhat  masks 
it.  From  this,  it  appears  that  the  failure  of  the  test  to  indicate  pep- 
sin in  wine  or  "lilute  alcohol,  or  in  the  presence  of  tannin,  or  a  me- 
tallic salt,  does  not  result  from  the  action  being  masked,  but  from  the 
fact  of  the  pepsin  (under  the  conditions)  being  inert. 

If,  then,  these  elegant  pseudo-pharmaceutical  preparations  will  not 
accomplish  the  conversion  of  a  protein  substance  into  a  peptone  in 
the  test  tube,  there  is,  I  think,  small  likelihood  of  their  <loing  so  in 
the  disabled  stomach.  It  is  true  the  other  ingredients  may  be  of 
service,  but  often  it  is  the  pepsin  that  the  physician  is  prescribing 
the  compound  for,  and  frequently  the  one  thing  the  patient  most  re- 
quires; so  that,  if  the  above  conclusions  are  true,  then,  indeed,  are 
physicians  laboring  in  the  dark,  and  their  patients  done  out  of  their 
health  and  their  money. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  tried  samples  of  Dr.  Ilawley's 
preparation,  and  find  that  his  wine  and  glycerole  of  pepsin  are  good 
articles,  but  the  wine  does  not  appear  to  be  a  pure  sherry,  and  the 
proportion  of  alcohol  so  small  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  functions 
of  the  principle.  They  both  will  dissolve  albumen,  but  not  so  actively 
as  Scheffer's. 

I  give  these  few  facts  for  what  they  are  worth,  and  hope  at  least 
they  may  be  of  some  service  to  the  profession,  especially  to  those  who 
have  not  the  time  for  making  the  investigations  they  otherwise  would 
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do,  ami  to  those  who  m;iy  have  bccii  disappointed  in  not  obtaining  re- 
sults they  may  iiave  been  led  reasonably  to  expect. —  /ionton  M>-l. 
iimJ  Sury.  Journ.,  May  2'l(f,  1873. 


THE  CHEMICAL  COMPOSITION  OF  VALENTINE'S  PREPARA- 
TION OF  MEAT  JUICE. 
Bv  \V.  H.  Taylok.  M.  D..  State  Assayer  ami  Chemist 
'riie  subject  of"  concentrated  food  is  one  which  the  physician  ac- 
knowledges to  be  of  paramount  importance,  and  it  is  one  on  which 
he  desires  to  have  information  of  a  character  more  definite  than  he 
can  at  present  obtain.  Among  the  substances  presented  to  his  no- 
tice as  cbncentratecl  food,  the  various  extracts  of  beef  are  the  most 
prominent,  but  in  the  conflict  of  opinion  as  to  their  true  value,  which 
prevails  among  those  whom  he  regards  as  authorities,  he  feels  in- 
clined to  discard  the  theoretical  expositions  and  to  judge  for  him- 
self, basing  his  judgment  upon  the  results  of  his  clinical  experience. 
A  large  experience  of  this  kind,  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  with  the 
preparation  of  meat  juice  manufactured  by  Mr.  Mann  S.  Valentine, 
of  this  city,  has  elicited  such  an  amount  of  evidence  in  its  favor  as 
leads  me  to  believe  that  I  am  doing  the  medical  profession  a  service 
by  calling  general  attention  to  it ;  and  as  it  is  doubtless  of  interest 
to  those  who  use  it  to  know  its  chemical  composition,  I  apj)end  the 
analy.s4s  of  a  sample  recently  examined  by  me. 

Coynposition  of  Vulentine'it  Preparation  of  Meat  Juice. 
Water,  .....  61-12 

Organic  substances,  .  .  '  .  .       27*90 

Containing  uncoagulated  albumen  .      1-11 

Fat,  .  .  .  -1:^ 

Creatine,  creatinine  and  other  or- 
ganic constituents  of  flesh-juice 
and  blood,  .  .  26-06 

Inorganic  substances,         ....        10-98 
Containing  chloride  of  sodium,  .  .        1-42 

Sulphate  of  potash,  .  .  -52 

Phosphates  of  iron,  lime  and  magne- 
sia,   ....       1-21 
Phosphates  of  potash  and  soda,         7-83 
The  analysis  shows  that  this   preparation    contains  a  proportion  as 
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■well  of  the  nutritive  principles  of  llesh  as  of  those  other  principles 
which  arc  supposed  to  act  especially  as  corroborants  of  nervous  forcc^ 
— all  being  in  such  a  form  as  requires  the  least  cxpiinliture  of  vital 
power  to  cause  their  digestion. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss  the  eom|)arative  merits  f)f  this  or 
that  preparation  of  meat.  I  will  simpi}'  quote  this  passage  from 
Liebig  :  "Were  it  ever  possible  to  furnish  the  market  at  a  reasonable 
price  with  a  preparation  combining  in  itself  the  albuminose  together 
with  the  extractive  principle,  such  a  preparation  would  have  to  be 
preferred  to  the  extract iwi  carnis  (Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat),  for  it 
would  contain  all  the  nutritive  constituents  of  meat ;"  sind  I  add  that 
Mr.  Valentine  has  made  good  progress  towards  the  realization  of  this, 
result. —  Vin/inin  C/in/'cxl  Jiecord,  June,  1873. 


llavictics. 


AilnHfiudim  iif  ropd/hii  ic/th  ('a.s/or  Oil. — Several  fiiecimeiis  of  copaiba 
halsani  adulterated  with  castor  oil  liave.  within  the  past  year,  come  under  the 
notice  of  Prof.  K,  8.  "Wayne.  'IMie  sophisticated  article  appeared  to  have  a 
greater  consistency  than  the  genuine  copaiba— a  somewhat  lij^hter  color.  To 
the  taste  and  smell  no  great  difiference  between  it  and  the  genuine  could  bt> 
observed  ;  its  snjierior  density  alone  was  what  caused  suspicion  as  to  its  purity, 
and  led  to  an  examination  of  it  and  the  detection  of  the  above-named  adulte- 
rant. In  the  experiments  made  to  detect  the  adulterant,  it  was  found  that 
{•etroleum  benzin  was  a  quick  and  perfect  means  of  so  doing.  It  wal  found[ 
that  the  pure  copaiba  was  perfectly  soluble  to  a  clear  solution  in  it,  and  that 
castor  oil  was  not.  It  formed  a  milky  mixture  upon  being  shaken  together,, 
which  ijuickly  separated  injo  a  denser  and  lighter  lifiuid,  the  lower  containing 
all  the  oil  I'he  suspected  article  was  mixed  in  a  test-tube  with  three  times  its 
volume  of  benzin.  and  shaken  ;  a  milky  mixture  was  formed,  which  cjuickly 
separated  into  two  portion.s — the  upi)er  containiirj.''  in  solution  all  the  copaiba  ; 
the  lower  the  castor  oil.  The  latter.  u[)on  further  examination,  was  fonnd  to 
be,  as  mentioned,  castor  oil.  Uence.  castor  oil,  as  \u\  adulterant  of  copaiba,  is 
one  of  the  most  readily  detected  of  the  many  substances  that  can  be  used  for 
the  purpose;  and  an  article  that  will  not  freely  and  entirely  dissolve  in  petro- 
leum benzin  must  be  rejected  as  impure.  From  further  experiments  with 
other  substances,  such  as  Venice  turpentine,  true  and  artificial  anil  other  fixed 
oils,  the  test  unfortunately  has  no  value. 

Note,  the  amount  of  castor  oil  found  was  not  the  volume  separated  in  the 
lower  stratum,  but  al)out  .")0  per  cent,  of  that.  As  from  experiment  from  a 
measured  volume  in  a  test-tube,  the  lower  portion  separated  was  double  the 
volume  of  oil  used,  when  the  (juantities  used  were  those  named  in  the  experi- 
luent  above. —  ('iiirnnuil i  Lamef. 


July  1.  187;;.      »  i<l/ICUe-s.  O^i 

Xof/iDiiii  ijruiiilijiura  as  n  lUmfilj/  in  Hydrophohla. — At   u  recent  mcetini!; 
of  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society,  the  subject  of  the  application  in  the  nei<rh- 
borhood  ot   Homhuy  ol'  X'dton/a  giuindttdjra  as  a  remedy  iti   hydrophobia  was 
hrouffht  forward,  and  a  reference  made  to  the  statements  of  Major  Wheeler  in 
the  Times  not  lon^  since,  to  the  effect  that  six  men  under  his  charge  having 
beeu  bitten,  an  infusion  of  the  stem  of  the  plant  was  administered  to  five  who 
recovered,  the  sixth  who  refused  to  take  it  having  died.     To  Dr.  A.  (libson  is 
due  the  credit  of  having  introduced  the  jiroperties  of  this  plant  to  notice  in 
India.    It  is  a  succulent  belonging  to  the  ("umpositie,  and  is  found  in  dry  rocky - 
]ilaces  in  the  Madras   Peninsula.     The  following   notes  on  the  administration 
and  its  effects  is  from  the  Pharmai;opceia  of  India:  "About  four  ounces  of  the 
freshly  gathered  stems,  infused  in  a  pint  of  cold  water  for  a  night,  yield  in  the 
morning,  when  subjected  to  pressure,  a  quantity  of  viscid  greenish  juice,  which 
b.ing  mixed  with  the  water,  is  taken  at  a  draught.     In  the  evening,  a  further 
quantity  of  the  juice,  made  up  into  boluses  with  tlour,  is  taken.     These  medi- 
cines are  directed  to  be  repeated  for  three  successive  days.    From  ofRc'al  doc- 
uments placed  at  the  disposal  of  tlio  Editor  by  Dr.  (Jihsou,  it  appears  tliat  the 
remedy  has  been  tried  in  numerous  i-ar^cs,  l)iit  a-;  at  ilie  tirnr  ol  liit'  infliction  of 
the  wound,  caustic  was  appiie<l  lo.:ally  in  the  majority  of  cases,  it  is  difKcult  to 
determine  how  far  the  Notlonia  operated,  if  at  ail,  as  a  prophylactic.    FurtheV 
trials  may  solve  the  question." — Phai m.  Juum    IfjO/id.).  April  2(j,  187H. 


Supposed  Ainerican  Oriijia  of  Rubas  Idctus.—Oar  cultivated  Raspberry  is 
an  importation  from  Europe.  Our  native  Red  Raspberry,  R.  titriijosus,  how- 
ever, is  so  near  it  that  the  specific  distinctness  has  been  in  doubt;  and  speci- 
mens (rom  British  America  and  the  Rocky  Mountains  certainly  occur  which  a 
botanist  must  needs  refer  io  R.  Jdaus  itself.  In  his  studies  of  the  European 
Ruhi,  Prof.  Areschoug  (in  Botaniska  Notiser,  1872,  and  in  a  translation  by 
himsdlf  in  Trimen's  Journal  of  Botany,  April,  1872,  p.  108,  etc.)  makes  promi- 
nent and  important  the  fact  that  R.  Idajiis  has  no  near  relative,  or,  in  other 
words,  is  the  sole  Raspberry  in  Kurope,  but  in  mode  of  growth,  in  the  bark, 
etc.,  as  well  as  in  the  fruit,  accords  with  American  species, — with  one  of  them 
so  closely  that  all  who  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  species  have  a  history 
must  needs  infer  a  community  of  origin.  Areschoug  concludf^s.  accordingly, 
that  '•  this  species  did  not  originally  have  its  home  in  Europe,  but  its  origin  is 
to  be  found  in  the  east  of  Asia,  viz.,  Japan  and  the  adjacent  countries,  or  per- 
haps in  North  America."  It  is  one  of  the  members  of  that  old  boreal  tlora  (as 
we  suppose)  now  mainly  East  Asiatic  and  North  American,  which  has  found  its 
way  to,  and  held  its  place  in,  the  north  of  Europe  somewhat  exceptionally. 
Both  R.  strigosus  and  R.  Idceus  inhabit  Japan  and  Mandchuria,  and  Maximo- 
wicz  regards  them  as  forms  of  a  common  species.  Prof.  Areschoug  adopts  the 
now  familiar  idea  "  that  the  Asiatic  and  North  American  floras  have  recipro- 
cally mixed  with  each  other  by  i)assing  Behring's  Straits  and  the  islands  which 
in  it?  n<ighborhood  form  a  bridge  between  the  two  continents;" — which  is  a 
partial  explanation  of  a  problem  that  has  to  be  treated  far  more  generally  now 
that  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  this  flora  formerly  filled  the  Arctic  zone. 
He   think.s.   moreover,  thit    the   simple-leaved   fsutescent   specie.-  (also  extra- 
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Kurojicaii^  iire  llie  uiuostors  nf  tliose  with  divided  leaves  --but  this  is  a  s|)ecu- 
lation  of  a  ditforent  chiiracter,  n\n-u  which  little  or  no  evidoiue  can  be  brought 
to  bear.     a.  u.  —  Am.  Jmir.  >'r/.  nud  Ails.  June.  1^>73. 


Liquor  Piiis  Alkah'iius—\)v  {..  I).  Uuoklcy,  of  New  ^ork.  gives  the  follow- 
ing  formula  for  this  proimralion.  which  was  originally  devised  by  his  father: 
R.  Liquid  pitch,  .~ij  ;  caustic  jMitash.  .:;j  ;  water,  f  .~v.  Mix  and  dissolve  for 
external  use.  This  mixes  witii  v.ater  in  all  proportions,  and  onlv  moderately 
discolors  the  skin.  It  dries  rapidly  and  leaves  very  little  stickiness.  He  has 
used  it  in  all  degrees  of  strenglh,  and  regards  it  as  the  best  preparation  of  tar. 
— Med.  Xi:ivs  and  Library,  June,  187:!,  from  Archicea  of  Sri.  and  Pi  art.  Mid., 
Ftb.,  ItfTa.  -    ' 

P^arnuirtutical  (Lollcgrs  anb  dissociations. 

Nkw  Yiutic  Coi.i.KcK  III  riiAUMAcv. — At  u  v-pecial  meeting  of  this  College 
nominations  were  made  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Pharmacy.  The 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  W.  M.  Smith  was  filled  by  the 
appointcnent  of  l.>r.  B.  K.  Hays,  while  Dr.  Wm.  Neergaard.  we  are  pleased  to 
learn,  has  withdrawn  his  rcsij: nation,  and  this  withdrawal  has  been  ajiproved. 

At  the  College  meeting  held  June  I9th  l^tters  of  acknowledgment  were  re- 
ceived from  I'rof.  Dr.  F.  .A.  Fliickiger.  Dr.  (J.  C.  Wittstein.  r>r.  IT  Hager  and 
.Mr.  H.  B,  Brady,  who  had  been  elected  honorary  members.  Hesokitions  were 
passed  authorizing  that  arrangements  for  the  lectures  be  hereafter  made  in  the 
month  of  January,  and  directing  the  Lecture  <'ommittee  to  arrange  monthly 
conversational  meetings  from  October  to  April  inclusive. 


Thk  F*iin.ADKM'iii.\  C<)i.i,ki;k  oi'  I'hakvacv  is  now  eu;r'"ged  in  '"  kini;  picpa- 
ration-  for  a  considerable  enlargement  of  its  cabinet  and  the  e> 'niilishmjint  of 
a  pharmaceutical  mnseiim.  The  library  is  beini.'  re-i  iit;iloirned.  md  the  e.\teii- 
sive  hcrliarinni  re-arran<;ed  and  catalogizod. 


Mahv'.and  Coi.i.KiiK  or  Phakmai'v. — At  the  staled  meeting  held  .lune  \'1\\\ 
the  Committee  on  Botanical  (Jarden  reported  that  the  project  was  in  a  fair 
way  of  beinjf  accomplished,  and  that  by  the  mutual  agreement  between  the  va- 
rious committees  and  the  Park  Commissioners,  the-Scientific  direction  and  con- 
trol of  the  garden  would  be  vested  in  the  Academy  ol  Sciences.  'I'he  C'ommi'tee 
on  Conference,  with  the  medical  societies  (see  page  ?(H  ol  our  February  number) 
made  a  re|)Ort.  after  which  Mr.  J.  F.  Hancock  proposed  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions,  which  were  discussed  and  adopted  : 

WUi  rf:iiH,'Y\\fi  Medical  and  .Surgical  Society  of  Baltimore  made  charu-^es  against 
the  pharmacists  of  ihi,-  city  for  certain  alleged  irrei.MiIar  jiractices,  for  which  and 
to  correct  their  interference  with  the  duties  of  pliysiciatis.  said  Medical  and 
Surgical  .SocfJ'ty  appointed  a  coniniittee  to  conf-T  with  other  committees  which 
they  invited  Iroin  the  medical  societies  of  the  city  and  the  Maryland  College  of 
I'harmacy;  and 

Wlureaa,  This  College,  pleased  with  an  opportunity  by  which  to  establish 
more  harmonious  and  honorable  relations  between  the  two  professions  of  medi- 
cine and  pharmacy,  ajipointed  a  committee  in  accordance  with  the  communica- 
tion received  (rum  the  .Sledical  and  Surgical  Society,  whnh  committee  did  meet 

^ 
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puiictuidly  at  eacli  oi"  tlie  meotinas  of  the  Cont'oieiuo  ("uiiiiuilli-f,  and  heanl 
calmly  and  patiently  the  cliarfics  as  specified  in  tlio  report  fVom  said  Medical 
and  Suf<rical  Society,  m  al.>!o  oilier  cliarifes  which  were  added  thereto  by  the 
<Jonferenre  (Jommittee,  which  charges  wore  acUnowledi^ed  .«o  far  as  believed  to 
be  true  and  just,  but  so  far  as  they  were  believed  to  be  unjust  and  selfish  were 
refuted  l>y  the  committee  from  this  College:  and 

Whereas,  In  turn  the  pharmaceutical  committee  preferred  charijes  ntfainst 
the  medical  profession  for  irregular  and  disreputable  practices,  and  in  order  to 
more  fully  and  fairly  meet  the  gfrieviinces  of  both  parties,  a  resolution  wa.s 
adopted  by  the  Conference  Commiitee  by  whit*h  a  siib*oniniittee  was  appointed 
consisting  of  three  physicians  and  three  pharmacists,  with  instructions  to  con- 
j»ult  togrether  on  the  subject  and  draft  resolutions  expressive  of  the  grievances 
of  both,  which  resolutions  were  to  be  jireserited  for  discussion  at  a  general 
meeting-  of  the  two  professions  to  be  called  by  the  chairman  of  the  Conference 
^'ommittee  upon  receiving  the  report  of  the  subcommittee;  and 

Whtrea.".  The  members  of  the  medical  profession  belonging  to  the  subcom- 
mittee failed  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  committee,  alter  having  been  duly 
notified:  and  further,  as  it  has  been  learned,  that  at  a  subsefpient  meeting  of 
the  Medical  and  Surgical  Society  the  committee  from  that  body  was  regularly 
4]ischarged.  thus  withdrawing  on  their  part  the  charges  a::ainst  pharmacists. 
and  virtually  admitting  themselves  to  be  in  error:  therefore, 

Reaolred,  That,  in  the  estimation  of  this  College,  the  members  of  the  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Society  of  Baltimore  have  discovered  that  th'^  beam  in  their 
own  eye  is  quite  as  large  as  the  mote  in  ours.  and.  as  too  great  a  sacrifice  is 
demanded  of  them  to  remove  the  beam  from  their  own  eye.  they  have  agreed 
that  the  mote  shall  remain  in  the  eye  of  their  brother. 

Resolved,  That,  as  the  .Medical  and  Surgical  Society  of  Baltimore,  by  tiie  dis- 
charge of  its  committee,  has  withdrawn  its  charges  against  pharmacists,  therel>y 
rendering  the  committee  from  this  C^ollege  powerless  to  act,  that  the  committee 
be  and  is  hereby  discharged  fr»-m  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Hefiohytl,  That  the  Secretary  l)*e  instructed  to  record  this  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions in  the  Book  of  Proceedings,  and  to  forward  a  copy  of  them  to  each  of 
the  presidents  of  the  medical  societies  represented  in  the  <'  nference  Com- 
mittee, • 


X.^Tio.NAi,  CoLi.EcK  OK  PiiAKMAiv. — The  first  couTSC  has  been  attended  by  fit- 
teen  students,  of  which  number  four  had  previously  attended  lectures  in  other 
colleges.  Three  of  the  latter  passed  the  requisite  examinations,  and  received 
their  diplomas  as  graduates  in  pharmacy.  'I'hcir  names  are  :  Albert  M.  Head, 
Clarence  R.  Dufour  and  Wm.  B.  Hieskell. 


^bitoviiil  Dcpavtmeut, 


The  TwE.NTV-tiKsr  Anxlai-  Meeti.s<;  of  tue  Amekicax  Puaumaceuticai,  As- 
sociation.— The  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  this  meeting  will  be  held, 
the  first  one  in  a  Southern  city,  and.  as  far  as  can  be  judged  from  our  corres- 
pondence, it  will  be  largely  attended  from  all  sections  of  the  country.  It  will  be 
the  second  time  that  the  Association  will  meet  in  a  city  to  which  it  had  not  been 
invited  for  that  particular  time,  and  the  success  of  the  Cleveland  meeting  isi 
looked  upon  as  a  guarantee  for  the  success  of  the  n^xt  one,  at  Richmond,  Va.. 
whither  the  Association  goes  under  circumstances  precisely  like  those  the  year 
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previous;  and  as  in  lliis  case,  it  will.  uiidoiibtedK.  in  Soiitimbcr  next  draw  \\j 
its  place  of  meetinp  manj  of  its  present  men  bers,  and  a  large  number  of  phar- 
macists who  have  hitherto  not  been  identi6ed  witii  the  Association.  Beauti- 
fully situated  on  the  banks  of  the  James  river.  Richmond  and  its  surroundings 
prest'nt  many  attractive  sceneries,  and  a  historical  importance  reaching  far  back 
to  the  Colonial  times.  A  trip  to  some  of  the  historical  spots  in  the  neighl)orhood 
of  l{i(  hmund  has  been  sugiicstoil.  and  a'ter  the  final  jidjdurnment  a  visit  is  con- 
templated to  Mount  Vernon,  the* home  and  last  resting-place  of  Washington. 

The  routes  proposed  for  the  Eastern  and  Western  members  will  be  announced 
in  the  Secretary's  circular,  which  will  soon  be  issued. 

Applications  for  membership  and  for  space  at  the  e.xliibitiun  nf  pliarmaceu 
tical  objects,  should  be  addressed  to  the  Permanent  .Secretary  without  delay. 

• 

Vakiahii.ity  ok  E'harma<ri  ticai.  pREPAKATiiiNs. — ''A  Writer  in  'The  Drug- 
gist' reports  the  result  of  examinations  of  eighteen  different  tluid  extracts  of 
belladonna,  made  by  difl'erent  manufacturers.  They  ranged  from  410  to  80; 
or,  in  other  words,  the  weakest  preparatiori  was  but  one  fifth  the  strength  of 
the  most  active.  Such  facts  are  startliilg  to  practitioners.  Doubtless  similar 
uncertainty  prevails,  though  perhaps  not  to  such  an  extent,  in  the  whole  range 
of  pharmacal  preparations,  A  remedy  for  the  evil  is  imperatively  demanded. 
The  responsibility  and  remedy  rests  with  pharmacists,  'i'lic  rapid  progress  of 
])harmaceutical  science  within  a  few  years  past,  and  the  multiplication  of  asso- 
ciations and  schools  for  its  culture,  ought  to  Ir.ivc  debarred  the  possibility  of 
results  so  embarrassing  antl  disreputable.  We  are  assured  that  fluid  extracts 
are  the  mo.st  certain  and  uniform  of  medicinal  preparations,  ami  they  are  largely 
jirescribed  by  physicians  under  this  guarantee.  We  turn  the  subject  over  into 
the  hands  of  our  j)harmacists  for  that  attention  and  reform  which  are  alike 
demanded  by  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  in  its  relation  to  life  and  disease, 
and  by  their  own  reputation  ai;d  their  obligations  to  the  eommunily." — fVn'iago 
.\hiliiul  ExuiiiDicr,  Maij  I. 

We  copy  the  above  paragraph  in  the  hope  that  ihe  suliject  may  attract  the 
attention  of  our  medical  contemporaries  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  it  has 
hitherto  done.  We  know  nothing  of  the  correctness  of  the  examination  quoted 
above,  but  we  must  remark  here  that  the  amount  of  solid  matter  contained  in 
liquid  pliarmu(  eulical  preparations  is  never  a  ^ure  criterion  by  which  their 
strength  can  be  judge«l.  iVlosl  of  them  cannot  be  assayed,  because  their  medi- 
cinally active  principles  are  either  unknown  or  caniiut  be  fully  isolated  with  the 
pame  exactness  as  inorganic  compounds.  Hence  all  such  assertions  must  bo 
taken  with  a  considerable  degree  of  skepticism,  unless  the  method  of  analysis 
is  clearly  described. 

The  variability  of  ihe  pharmaceulical  preparations  as  they  are  lound  in  c<>n>~ 
nifrrc,  iti  nothing  new  to  the  pharmacial  profession.  wh<»se  voice  has  frequently 
been  raised  against  u  practice  that  has  gradually  been  leading  to  this  uncer- 
tainly. We  refer  to  the  prescribing  by  physicians  of  pre])aration8  of  certain 
manufacturers.  The  pharmaceutical  journals,  the  colleges  of  pharma(ry.  local 
pharmaceutical  societies,  and  the  National  Association  have  frecjuently  pro- 
tested again-t    it,  but    the    medical   jiMirnals  have  rarely  noticed  such  protests. 
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wliicli  we  believe  were  not  heeded   bv  the  majority  of  those  jihysicians  who  are 
given  to  that  censurable  habit. 

It  has  often  beea  stated  by  pharmacists  that  the  large  majority  of  tluid  ex- 
tracts in  the  market  are  not  nearly  up  to  the  strength  required  by  the  Pharma- 
copoeia:  yet  some  physicians  will  insist  that  A  or  J3's  Huid  extract  be  used  for- 
his  prescriptions,  while  others  prefer  C  and  D's  make,  thus  frequently  compel- 
ling the  pharmacist  to  keep  on  hand  five  or  six  different  products  bearing  the- 
same  name.  Commercial  sugar  coated  pills  are  often  of  the  same  stamp.  We- 
have  seen  so-called  three-grain  quinia  pills  which  after  the  removal  of  the  sugar^ 
weighed  only  two  grains,  a  difTerence  which  cannot  be  accounted  for  by  the- 
loss  of  the  water  of  crystallization.  We  have  known  so-called  five-grain  Do- 
ver's powder  pills  weigh  barely  five  grains  with  the  sugar  covering.  The  unre- 
liability and  variation  of  the  alcoholic  beverages  yclept  elixirs  is  such  as  to> 
have  forced  several  societies  to  adopt  special  formulas  for  their  guidance,  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  the  countless  trash  that  may  be  found  in  the  market,  and  to» 
offer  to  physicians  preparations  of  a  definite  strength. 

W^e  are  aware  that  physicians  are  not  alone  to  blame,  nor  do  we  mean  to  in- 
clude all  physicians  in  this  category.  When  we  heard  a  pharmacist  say  that 
he  bought  tinctures  for  less  than  he  could  make  them,  we  told  him  frankly  that 
we  would  not  trust  him  in  pharmaceutical  matters.  The  aim  of  jjharmaceuti- 
cal  researches  in  thi.i  country  has  been  to  simplify  the  processes,  so  that  eveiv 
a  moderate  amount  of  skill  may  succeed  in  making  the  galenical  preparations 
as  uniform  in  strength  as  possible,  and  to  leave  no  excuse  to  pharmacists  for 
purchasing,  and  to  physicians  for  prescribing,  a  favorite  manufacturer's  prod- 
ucts. There  is  no  reason  why  every  pharmacist  should  not.  as  many  do.  make- 
all  those  preparations  of  the  <iuality  of  which  they  cannot  readily  assure  thenj- 
selves,  and  there  are  many  reasons  why  all  ])hysicians  should  prescribe  them  as 
made  by  the  officinal  processes  by  the  dispensing  pharmacists  themselves. 

Our  contemporary  we  trust  will  aid  us  in  arriving  at  such  a  happy  result^ 
consisting  in  a  strict  uniformity  of  all  officinal  preparations,  which  may  be 
.«omewhat  modified  only  by  the  relative  skill  of  the  operator. 

BoTAXiCAi,  (lAKDKNs  havc  frequently  bccn  alluded  to  in  this  journal,  anfi 
their  importance  to  the  pharmaceutical  student  has  often  been  pointed  out. 
We  take  pleasure,  therefore,  in  stating  that  the  city  of  Baltimore  appears  to  be- 
in  a  fttir  way  of  adding  one  to  the  number  already  established  in  various  sec- 
tions of  thg  globe.  About  three  years  ago  a  movement  was  made  by  several 
wealthy  citizetis  to  build  a  conservatory  in  Druid  hill  park.  Owing  to  the  ill 
health  of  .Vir.  Bartlett,  who  a})pears  to  have  been  particularly  active  for  the 
furtherance  of  this  enterprise,  it  was  suspended  until  by  the  united  action  of 
the  Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy  and  the  Aiaryland  Academy  of  Sciences 
the  project  was  revived,  and  an  offer  of  sixty  acres  of  ground  made  V)y  the  Park 
Commissioners,  if  the  required  sum.  estimated  at  *50,000,  could  be  secured. 
The  offer  has  been  accepted  ;  in  a  short  time  .'?2r).0i)0  have  been  raised  by  sub- 
Bf-ription.  and  plans  and  estimates  for  the  necessary  buildings  have  already 
been  ordered,  while  it  was  agreed  to  place  the  scientific  control  in  the  hands  ol" 
the  Academy  of  Sciences. 
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We  wish  this  undertaking:  all  the  success  which  the  object  and  the  prompt^ 
ness  of  action  deserves.  Some  years  ago  u  similar  movement  had  been  inau^'u- 
rated  in  I'hiladelphia,  but  we  have  never  learned  of  any  stejjs  lookinsj  towards 
accomplishing  the  desirable  eod. 


REVIEWS  AND  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

-4  Trrafist  uii  the  i^  rinc/plis  ami  I'rartice  of  Mtditiur.  dcstgui-d  fur  Ihv  iisf  of 
/*iarlt tinners  and  Studints  nf  Meih'cine.  By  Austin  Flint.  M.  1».,  Professor 
uf  the  Principles  and  I'ractice  of  Medicine  and  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  the 
Bellevue  Hospital  .Medical  College  Fourth  edition,  carefully  revised.  Phil- 
adelphia: Henry  C.  Lea.  1S73  8vo..  pp.  KiTti.  Price,  bound  in  cloth. 
$6.00;   in  leather,  raised  bands.  ST. 00.. 

The  fact  that  within  a  brief  period  thiee  editions  of  this  work  have  been  ex- 
hausted, is  sufficient  evidence  of  its  value  to  the  nunlical  student  and  practi- 
tioner. In  his  e.xtensivo  clinical  experience  and  private  practice,  the  author 
has  had  many  facilities  lor  observation,  the  results  of  which  have  been  used  in 
this  new  revision,  together  with  the  contributions  to  medical  literature  both  in 
Europe  and  this  country,  so  that  the  revised  edition  fully  sustains  the  reputa- 
tion ac(iuired  by  the  preceding  ones.  Correctness,  clearness,  and  convenience 
in  the  arrangement,  as  well  a.s  in  all  the  details,  render  the  work  what  the  au- 
thor intended  it  to  be,  a  text-book  and  a  work  of  reference. 

77/'   /'uss/tnis.  ni  flirt r  rchi/ions  In   llml/li   tuid  Ifiseascs.      Transhited  from  the 
French  of  \>r.  X.  Bourgeois,  Laureate  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  I'aris, 
A-c.     By  Howard  F.  Damon,  .\.  M.,  M.  l>.      Boston  :  James  Campltell.   IHTIJ. 
The  author  states  in  the  preface  that  in  writing  the  book  he  has  been  guided 
by  the   maxim  of  Aristotle :    "'To  say   what   should   be   said,   to  only  say  what 
should  be  said,  and  to  say  it  as  it  should  be  said."'     In  our  opinion,  neither  por- 
tion of  tliis  maxim  has  been  carried  out.  and  the  world  wouM  have  lost  nothing 
if  the  l)ook  had  never  been  written  and  never  been  translated. 

Ktforiit  odfi-  UiiiHliirz  dcs  fimcess/oiisSt/sfcvis  tin  Apothefteiiiresoi  '!  Uenk- 
schrift  des  Deutschen  Apotheker-Vercins.  (fee.  Von  Dr.  (i.  ihirtinann, 
Apothcker  in  Magdeburg.  Mit  einer  .\iilage  enthaltend  .5  statistische  I'a- 
belleii.     Magdeburg.     1S73.     Fol.  60  pages.  ^ 

li'fi/rm  •>!■  Oici/hroiv  of  the  Confession -Si/stein  in  Phnnuaci/ t  Memorial  of 
the  (jcrman  Apothecaries'  Union.  &c.  With  an  Ajipendix.  containing  tive 
statistical  tables.  , 

'I'hose  of  our  readers  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  exceptional  position  of 
lierman  |)harmacy  and  pharmacists  are  referred  to  the  essay  of  Dr.  Fred.  Hotf- 
inann  on  this  subject,  which  was  published  in  this  .lournal  ii\  1871  .Since  the 
removal  in  Germany  of  the  former  guild-restrictions,  the  al»rogation  of  the  va- 
rious restrictions  placed  on  the  practice  of  pharmacy  has  been  very  extensively 
discussed,  and  particularly  the  principal  question  relating  to  the  limitation  of 
ofGcines  to  a  certain  number  of  inhabitants.  A  discussion  of  this  question, 
however,  is  imiio.-sible  without  the  simultaneous  consideration  of  all  the  side 
issues,  every  one  of  which  is  of  vital  importance  in  its  relation  to  and  the  solu- 
tion of  the  main  point  of  contention.     The    regulation   of  apprenticeship   and 
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number  of  apprentices,  the  iinit'onnity  of  the  prices  ol'  medicine.^  throughout  the 
•rapire.  the  sui)ervision  of  thie  estaltlishineiits  by  regular  and  thorough  iiispeo- 
lors,  the  high  value  obtained  by  the  ijrants  or  i-oncesaionH  in  the  absence  of 
ail  competition,  the  encumbrances  resting  upon  many  establishments  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  are  a  few  of  these  side  issues  which  cannot  be  ignored  in  dis- 
posing of  the  former. 

The  author  calmly  revievvs  all  the  arguments  which  in  (jermany  have  been 
advanced  against  and  for  the  limitation  of  officinea,  and  comes  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  should  not  be  annulled,  although  the  necessity  of  certain  reformatory 
measures  is  freely  conceded.  This  is  likewise  the  opinion  of  a  number  of  prom- 
inent men  in  Germany,  as  we  cbserve  from  the  contents  of  two  additional 
pamphlets  which  we  have  lately  received.  In  our  opinion  this  abrogation,  even 
in  Germany,  is  merely  a  question  of  time,  and  on  account  of  the  numeroua  and 
wide  spread  interests  involved,  a  progressive  reform  is  required,  having  the 
ultimate  removal  of  the  restrictions  in  view,  while  their  sudden  overthrow  would 
doubtlessly  injuriously  affect  a  large  number  with  comparatively  little  benefit  to 
the  public. 

The  pharmaceutical  affairs  of  other  countries  have  been  often  cited  and  freely 
discussed  while  this  controversy  has  lasted  ;  and,  as  is  often  the  case,  the  par- 
ties Ijave  noticed  mainly  what  could  be  used  as  arguments  in  favor  of  their 
special  views.  But  the  fact  has  been  almost  totally  ignored,  that,  as  far  as 
England  and  the  United  States  are  concerned.  j)harmacy  is  in  a  transitory  con- 
dition, and  that  in  both  c:)untries  the  pharmacists  have  been  and  still  are  the 
strongest  advocates  of  measures  calculated  to  protect  the  public  from  harm, 
bui  do  not  raise  their  voice  in  favor  of  the  denial  of  a  right  which  is  granted  to 
every  other 'citizen,  namely,  to  locale  his  business  wherever  he  sees  the  chances 
of  procuring  for  himself  and  family  an  honest  livelihood.  The  main  questions 
involved  in  the  agitation  in  pharmaceutical  affairs  in  Germany,  have  been  dis- 
cussed in  Paris  at  the  international  Pharmaceutical  Congress,  held  there  in 
1867.  The  vote  as  cast  by  the  representatives  of  the  United  States,*  we  be- 
lieve represents  the  views  of  the  large  body  of  pharmacists  in  this  country,  and 
we  opine,  if  Great  Britain  had  been  represented,  her  vote  would  have  been  lilce 
that  of  the  United  States. 

The  document  is  a  very  important  one  in  the  hi.->tory  of  pharmacy,  and  as 
such  deserves  the  careful  perusal  of  all  intelligent  persons.  It  was,  with  all 
other  documents  bearing  on  the  same  question,  referred  to  the  Chancellory  of 
the  German  empire,  from  which  otlice  the  proposition  of  a  law  may  [lerhaps 
soon  be  expected,  aiming  Lo  solve  the  problem  with  justice  to  all  concerned. 


Pliarvuicevtical  Lexicon:  a  Dirttonary  of  Pliannareutical  Scienfa.  Contain- 
ing a  concise  explanation  of  the  various  subjects  and  terms  of  pharmacy,  with 
appropriate  selections  from  the  collateral  sciences,  formuUe  for  officinal,  em- 
pirical and  dietetic  preparations  ;  selections  from  the  prescriptions  of  the 
most  eminent  physicians  of  Europe  and  America;  an  alphabetical  list  of 
diseases  and  their  definitions  ;  an  account  of  the  various  modes  in  use  for  the 
preservation  of  dead  bodies;  tables  of  signs  and  abbreviations,  weights  and 
measures,  doses,  antidotes  to  poisons,  etc.  etc.,  and,  as  an  item  of  curiosity,  a 
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few  leaves  from  a  dispensatory  published  in  the  seventeenth  century.  l>e- 
siened  us  u  iruide  for  the  pharnuueutist.  drutririst,  physiciiiu.  etc.  By  11.  V"-. 
ywerinircn,  meniluT  of  the  .Vnicrican  riiarniaceutical  Association.  "  IMiiia- 
delphia:    Lindsay  i\:  lilaivistoii,  187:!.     8vo.     pp.  r)7G. 

The  idea  of  writinjr  a  pharnr.accntical  lexicon  was  a  good  and  praiseworthy 
one,  which  mip:lit  have  been  carried  out  in  various  ways,  so  as  to  impart  of  any 
given  term  the  scientific  information  connected  with  it,  or  to  merely  explain 
the  meaning  of  it.  The  author  has  chosen  the  latter  course,  oraittinsr  strictly 
scientific  information  almost  completely.  The  dictionary,  which  in  our  opinion 
■was  cpiite  sufficient  for  one  book,  occupies  427  pages.  As  the  first  one  fourth 
part  of  the  title  indicates,  it  is  to  embrace  pharmacy  and  its  collateral  sciences  : 
it  is  therefore  difficult  to  fix  a  proper  limit  fur  the  work,  and  to  draw  a  sharp 
^ine  between  that  which  should  be  admitted  and  excluded.  In  this  endeavor 
the  author  has  not  been  as  successful  as  might  have  been  desired.  In  admit- 
ting, for  instance,  such  minerals  as  kaolin,  karpholite,  karphosiderite.  karsten- 
•ite,  etc.,  their  relation  to  pharmacy  is  not  at  all  apparent,  and,  with  the  same 
propriety,  the  names  of  nearly  all  minerals  mijiht  have  found  places  in  the  work. 
The  chemical  compounds  stand  in  a  similar  position  ;  when  we  meet  with  such 
terms  as  dibromo-coryamyrlin,  dichlo.'-oxyphenyl-sulphHric  acid,  phtalic  acid, 
f)htalmid.  phycite,  etc.,  we  might  as  well  expect  to  have  a  catalogue  of  all  the 
chemical  compounds  ever  discovered. 

The  difficulty  mentioned  above  is  also  apparent  in  another  direction.  Bo- 
tanical terms  which  are  frequently  used  in  describing  vegetable  drugs,  as  for 
instance  acaulous,  lanceolate,  perfoliate,  serrate,  etc.,  have  very  properly  found 
;i  place:  but  why  equally  imjiortunt  and  common  terms,  like  amplexicaul,  cor- 
ilate,  dentate,  linear,  sheathing,  spatuiate,  etc.,  have  been  omitted,  is  not  clear. 

The  arrangement  of  the  matter  is  alphabetical,  but  hardly  as  systematic  as 
might  have  been  expected.  Acids  are  found  arrangeil  under  their  descriptive 
«ames.  like  nitric,  malic,  maleic,  etc.,  and  partly  also  under  the  letter  A,  like 
«cid.  nitric,  etc. :  the  salts  are  partly  found  under  the  letters  of  their  acids, 
partly  under  that  of  their  bases;  so  is  the  description  or  rather  explanation  of 
the  oflicinal  substances  partly  m' t  with  under  the  Latin,  jiarlly  under  the  Eng- 
lifih  name,  and  notices  of  one  and  the  same  s.ibstancc,  like  opium,  are  found  in 
several  places.  Why  adulterated  opium  should  have  a  heading  under  A,  to  the 
exclusion  of  every  other  adulterated  article,  is  not^pparent. 

The  explanations  are  sometimes  (|uite  unsatisfactorj.  Gtnn  is.  for  instance, 
stated  to  be  "a  term  employed  to  express  various  concrete  vegetal>le  juices," 
and  h'umnti  reshxn  "  concrete  natural  juices  of  plants  ....  consisting  of  gum 
and  resin.'"  Acacia  gummi,  enumerated  as  a  species  of  acacia  from  which  most 
of  the  gum  arable  of  commerce  is  obtained,  was  probaidy  intended  for  A.  gum- 
inifera,  but  an  explanation  of  what  gum  arabic  means,  we  have  l)een  unable  to 
find. 

The  enumeration  of  botanical  species  requires  more  care,  the  recognized 
<ian)es  and  their  .synonyms  being  occasionally  given  as  of  equal  value,  and  the 
latest  edition  of  the  United  States  IMiarmacopo-ia  deserved  to  be  more  fre- 
Kpiently  consulted. 

The  second  part  of  the  work  consists  mostly  of  tables  collated  from  various 
bources.    The  advantage  of  the  select  prescriptions  in  such  a  work  is  not  an- 
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parent  t"  u?  :  the  eoinpiler  does,  niDreover,  not  even  credit  llie  autlioi;*,  who, 
as  the  title  informs  us.  ure  utnong:  tlie  most  eminent  physieiuns  of  Kurope  and 
America.  ^ 

The  author  hus  In-slowed  much  labor  upon  this  work,  which  is  dedicated  to 
the  Ameiiean  Pharmaceutical  .\ssociatiou,  by  whcse  members  as  well  as  by  the 
profession  in  general  it  will  doubtless  be  welcomed  as  a  useful  aid  (not  a  guide), 
giving  short  explanations  and  information  which  are  not  found  together  in  any 
other  work,  on  teims  and  subjects  fieiiuently  met  with  in  scientific  literature, 
and  containing  a  number  of  formulas  which  are  often  needed.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  shortcomings,  we  endorse  the  author's  views,  expressed  in  the  preface, 
that  itvvill  prove  of  great  service  to  the  jiharraaceutical  student,  apprentice, 
the  i)harmacist.  druggist  aid  physician,  as  a  book  for  ready  reference,  and  as 
an  aid  to  the  studv  of  scientific  works. 


On  the  action  of  Hhus  cenenaftt  and  Khns  loxicodejidion    upon   (ht  Hainan 
Skin.     By  James  C.  White.  M.U..  Professor  of  Dermatology  in  Harvard  Uni- 
versity.    New  York:  D.  Appleton  <i:  Co.     187:5.     8vo,  pp  27. 
This  interesting  and  valuable  monograph  was  read  before  the  Boston  Society 

of  Medical  Sciences  in  November,  1872,  and  published  in  the  March  number  of 

the  New  York  Medical  Journal. 


Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Philadelphia  Collaje  of 

Pharmacy.     1873.     8vo,  56  pages. 
Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  CoUcjc  of  Pharviacy 

of  the  City  of  N(uc  York.     1873.         8vo,  50  pages. 

The  transactions  of  both  Associations  have  been  reported  in  our  April  and 
May  numbers.  The  pamphlets  contain  the  valedictory  addresses  delivered  at 
the  last  commencements  of  the  two  Colleges. 

Des  Aconits  et  de  VAconitine.     Par  Charles  Patrouiliard.      Paris:    1872.     4to,* 

87  pages. 
0)1  the  Aconites  and  Aconitia. 

It  is  a  thesis  which  was  presented  iu  November  last,  to  the  Ecole  superieure 
de  pharmacie  of  Paris,  to  obtain  the  title  of  '•  Pharmacien  of  the  first  class." 
It  is  divided  into  seven  chapters,  the  first  of  which  treats  of  the  botanical  char- 
acters of  the  genus  Aconitum,  the  geographical  distribution  of  its  species,  their 
division  into  subgenera,  and  the  causes  of  their  variability.  The  second  chapter 
describes  the  tubers  of  Aconitum  napellus  in  the  fresh  condition  and  as  found  iu 
commerce;  tubers  which  have  not  yet  developed  their  terminal  bud,  even  when 
collected  in  the  fall,  contain  a  large  quantity  of  water  (loss  ascertained  in  dry- 
ing 62  per  cent.)  and  little  alkaloid,  while  those  tubers  which  had  produced 
«tem  and  flowers,  retain,  at  the  close  of  active  vegetation,  much  less  water  and 
A  larger  quantity  of  the  active  principle,  while  they  are  resinous  upon  the  frac- 
ture, and  at  the  same  time  soft  and  spongy,  frequently  even  presenting  large 
cavities,  the  result  of  the  partial  resorption  of  the  medullary  tissue  ;  the  younger 
tubers,  however,  have  a  more  inviting  aspect,  and  are,  therefore,  preferably 
collected.  The  resemblance  of  aconite  root  in  the  fresh  state  to  horseradish  is 
so  slight,  that  the  one  canuot  be  mistaken  for  the  other  by  persons  of  ordinary 
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iiilelligoiicc.  'I'lie  >:ime  is  the  case  with  ilio  rhizoiiio  nl' A  coiiilnni  lycocloiinrrr . 
wliitli  ill  1)11  wwy  ro.^omblos  the  officinal  iicoiiile  tul)crs. 

In  the  thiril  chajUer  the  species  of  iiconite  pecuKar  lo  li.e  Himalaya  ni(iui>- 
tains,  are  characterized,  and  their  tubers,  which  occur  in  commerce  frequently- 
mixed  with  each  other  under  the  name  of  lu'kh  or  htsh,  are  described  and  corn~ 
pared  with  a  false  jalap,  named  by  (juibuurt  J'llap  il/ijitc.  which  we  have  never 
met  in  our  comtnerce.  Bikh  cannot  be  mi.>-taken.  except  by  the  {yrnssest  and 
most  unpardonable  carelessness,  fur  true  jalap,  even  not  for  the  oblong  or 
sometimes  almost  fusiform  adventitious  tubers  which  are  frei|Uently  found  to  a 
considerable  extent  intermixed  with  the  s>:lobnIar  and  napiform  tubers;  the- 
concentric  arran{;ement  of  the  resin  cells  in  true  jalap  is  so  apparent  and  at  the- 
same  time  characteristic  that  thereby  it  may  i)e  readily  distiiij^uishcd  from  all 
other  drugs. 

The  fourth  chapter  is  devoted  to  the  jjreparation  of  aconitia.  The  author 
found  that  for  the  fresh  root  the  exhaustion  with  tartaric  acid  is  at  least  use- 
less; he  recommends  the  following  process  as  adapted  also  to  the  (piantitativ& 
estimation  of  the  alkaloid  :  Finely  powdered- root  is  exhausted  with  92  per  cent, 
alcohol,  containing  1  per  cent,  tartaric  acid  ;  tlie  alcohol  is  distilled  off  in  a 
vacuum  at  about  4ii"  ('..  and  the  residue  almost  cumpletely  exsiccated  under 
the  air  pump.  The  extract  is  dissolved  in  water,  the  liltM'ed  solution  washed! 
with  ether  to  remove  coloring  matter  and  resin,  saturated  with  powdered  bicar- 
bonate, of  sodium  and  again  agitated  with  much  ether  to  dissolve  the  alkaloid^ 
which  crystallizes  on  the  spontaneous  evaiKuat ion  of  the  ether.  If  not  entirely 
colorless,  the  aconitia  is  dissolved  in  nitrie  acid,  decolorized  by  animal  char- 
coal and  recrystallized  from  ether.  The  author  has  generally  obtained  about 
()•:?  per  cent,  of  pure  alkaloid. 

The  chemical  properties  of  acoi.itia  are  described  in  the  fifth  chapter.  ii» 
^which  the  author  coines  to  the  cuncbision  that  there  is  but  one  alkaloid  oT 
aconite — a  supposition  which  is  nut  warranted  by  actual  experiments,  the  ar- 
guments being  insufficient  to  disprove  the  results  obtained  by  Messrs.  Smith, 
.Morson  Hiibschmann  and  others,  although  the  decomjio^ition  of  this  alkaloid 
in  the  presence  of  other  constituents  of  tiie  root  and  under  the  intiuence  of 
heat  may  exjilain  the  different  results.  This,  however,  is  acknowledged  by  the 
author  in  suinniinji  up  his  results. 

The  pharmaceutical  preparation.*  and  their  processes,  and  the  toxical  efTectfi 
tif  aconite  and  aconitia  are  discussed  in  the  sixth  and  seventh  chapters. 

The  exsay  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  oar  knowledge  of  aconite. 

OBITUARY. 

Thmmas  (;.  MrKKN/.iK  diod  in  Baltimore  May  (itii.  in  the  71st  year  of  his  age. 
He  had  been  in  the  apothecary  i)usineps  for  nearly  half  a  century  at  the  corner 
of  Baltimore  and  (Jay  streets,  and  enjoyed  in  a  high  degree  the  esteem  of  hi» 
fellow  citizens,  l-'or  several  years,  owing  to  increasing;  age.  he  had  led  a  '.erv 
retired  life. 


.FosiAH  Stkwakt.  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Tharmaceutical  .Society  of  (ireat 
Britain,  died  on  the  2l8t  of  March  last,  aged  09  years. 


THE 

AMERICAN  JOURNAL  OF  PHARMACY. 


AUGUST,   1873 


UN  CHLORIDK  OF  MERCURETHYL. 
By  J.   M.   Maisch. 

This  compound,  it  appears,  has  recently  been  introduced  in  Eu- 
rope into  medicine,  and  it  is  claimed  for  it  that  it  may  be  used  in 
the  same  doses  and  for  the  same  purposes  as  corrosive  sublimate, 
over  -which  it  has  the  advantage  of  not  precipitating  albumen,  no 
matter  in  what  solution  the  latter  may  be,  whether  as  egg  albumen, 
in  the  serum  of  blood,  in  urine,  etc.  Schering  &  Co.  have  introduced 
it  under  the  name  of  Hydrargyrum  ceihylochloratum. 

It  was  discovered  by  Strecker*  and  by  Diinhauptf  in  1854.  The 
former  chemist  started  with  iodide  of  ethyl,  preparing  therefrom  as 
the  first  step  the  iodide  of  mercurethyl  ;  the  process  of  the  latter  in- 
volves the  previous  preparation  of  bismuth-triethyl,  which,  being  de- 
f'omposed  by  corrosive  sublimate,  yields  the  compound  in  question, 
besides  chloride  of  bismuth-ethyl.  Whichever  course  is  followed,  the 
process,  or  rather  series  of  processes,  are  tedious  and  complicated  ; 
but  that  of  Strecker  appears  to  offer  better  advantages  in  utilizing 
all  the  material. 

Iodide  of  ethyl  or  hydriodic  ether  =  C^ILI,  was  discovered  by 
Gay-Lussac  in  1815,  and  prepared  by  distilling  absolute  alcohol  with 
hydriodic  acid,  and  separating  the  compound  from  the  distillate  by 
water.  SerullasJ  subsequently  improved  the  process  by  using  iodine 
and  phosphorus  with  alcohol,  and  Pcrsonne§  found  the  use  of  amor- 

*  Ann.  d.  Chem.  und  Pharra.  xcii,  57.  f  Journ.  f.  prakt  Chemie,  Ixi,  ;J1)9. 

i  Ann.  de  Chim.  et  de  Phys.  xxv,  H23 ;  xlii,  119. 
8  Compt.  rend,  lii,  468. 
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pilous  (instead  of  ordinary)  phosphorus  very  advantageous,  using 
again  absolute  alcohol.  The  latter  process  was  rendered  more  prac- 
tical in  1862  by  Reith  and  Beilstein,*  who  proposed  to  put  one  part 
of  red  phosphorus  into  five  per  cent,  of  alcohol,  spec.  grav.  0.83, 
placing  the  flask  with  the  mixture  into  cold  water,  adding  10  parts 
of  iodine,  distilling  after  24  hours,  shaking  the  distillate  with  soda 
solution,  and  removing  the  oily  liquid  which  is  rendered  anhydrous 
and  rectified.  Lieben  communicated,  in  l!S(J8,  to  the  Vienna  Acad- 
emy of  Sciences,  his  observations  that  the  chlorides  of  the  alcohol 
radicals  are  converted  into  the  iodides  on  being  heated  to  about  130^^ 
C,  with  an  excess  of  concentrated  hydriodic  acid.  Wanklynf  and  De 
VrijI  have  simplified  the  preparation  of  iodide  of  ethyl  very  much 
by  using  absolute  alcohol,  to  which  a  little  more  than  one  molecular 
weight  of  iodide  of  potassium  is  added;  after  which  dry  hydrochloric 
acid  gas  is  passed  into  the  liquid  ;  or  the  hydrochloric  acid  is  first 
passed  into  the  alcohol  and  sufficient  iodide  of  potassium  added  after- 
wards ;  after  24  hours  the  mixture  is  distilled,  the  iodide  of  ethyl  sep- 
arated by  water  and  purified  by  washing,  drying  and  rectifying. 

Iodide  of  ethyl  is  a  colorless  oily  liquid  of  1.93  spec.  grav.  at  15° 
C.  (60°  F.),  of  a  strong  and  peculiar  odor,  and  boiling  at  about  70° 
C.  (158°  F.)  When  digested  with  mercury  or  some  other  metals, 
ethyl  compounds  of  the  metals  are  obtained.  In  this  manner  and 
by  taking  advantage  of  the  influence  of  diffused  light,  Strecker  pre- 
pares the  iodide  of  raercurethyl,  recrystallizing  the  product  from  al- 
coholic ether.  It  forms  then  colorless  iridescent  scales,  subliming 
at  the  temperature  of  boiling  water,  fusing  at  a  higher  temperature, 
of  an  unpleasant  odor,  and  being  decomposed  by  direct  sunlight 
finally  into  mercuric  iodide  ;  its  composition  is  Cilljfgl.  If  its  al- 
coholic solution  is  precipitated  by  nitrate  of  silver  and  the  filtrate 
carefully  evaporated,  crystals  or  a  crystalline  mass  of  nitrate  of  mer- 
curethyl  are  obtained,  which  is  readily  soluble  in  water  and  almost 
as  freely  in  alcohol. 

This  nitrate  is  easily  converted  into  the  chloride  by  adding  to  the 
aqueous  solution  of  the  former,  muriatic  acid  or  chloride  of  sodium^ 
nitric  acid,  or  in  the  latter  case  nitrate  of  sodium  being  separated  in 
the  aqueous  solution. 

Chloride   of   mercurethyl   has   the   composition    of  CJI^IIgCl  ;    it 

*  Ann.d.  Chem.  und  Pharm.,  cxxvi,  250. 
Polyt.  Centralbl.  1867,  675.  %  N.  Jahrb.  f.  Fharm.  x.\xi,  169. 
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forms  white  thin  scales  with  an  almost  silvery  lustre,  and  of  a  pecu- 
liar ethereal  unpleasant  odor;  it  is  very  sparingly  soluble  in  cold 
water,  little  in  ether  and  cold  alcohol,  but  freely  in  boiling  alcohol, 
crystallizing  again  on  cooling  ;  it  sublimes  at  40°  C.  (122°  F.)  with- 
out fusing  previously,  and  condenses  in  thin  laminse  ;  exposed  to  the 
air  it  evaporates  completely,  and  heated  in  a  water-bath  it  may  be 
fused  to  a  clear  oily  liquid,  which  evaporates  without  leaving  any 
residue.  "When  rapidly  heated  upon  platinum  foil  it  burns  with  a 
slight  flame,  the  vapors  having  a  disagreeable  odor  and  a  metallic 
taste.  Being  very  poisonous,  it  must  be  handled  with  great  care  on 
account  of  its  ready  volatility.  Schering  regards  it  as  pure  if  it  is 
readily  and  completely  volatilized,  dissolves  Avithout  residue  in  boil- 
ing alcohol,  yields  in  alcoholic  solution  but  a  faint  reaction  of  chlo- 
rine, and,  with  alkali,  does  not  produce  a  precipitate. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  its  inactivity  upon  albumen  renders 
this  new  claimant  for  medical  favor  so  much  superior  to  corrosive 
sublimate  and  similar  mercurials,  that  its  good  qualities  would  more 
than  outweigh  the  dangers  and  uncertainties  that  must  result  from 
its  ready  volatility  at  our  usual  summer  temperature. 


THE  NIGHT-BELL. 
By  J.  B.  Moore. 


The  night-bell,  to  many,  may  appear  a  strange  subject  for  an  arti- 
cle for  publication  in  a  pharmaceutic  journal ;  but,  as  it  is  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  night  or  after-hours'  business  of  the  phar- 
macist, I  thought  a  few  words  concerning  the  role  it  plays  in  that 
unpleasant  part  of  our  business  would  not  be  out  of  place  nor  unin- 
teresting to  the  readers  of  this  journal. 

The  remarks  that  follow,  however,  will  not  so  immediately  concern 
the  night-bell  itself  as  they  will  relate  to  the  business  with  which  it  is 
90  intimately  associated. 

Answering  the  night-bell  is  a  duty  among  the  most  unpleasant  con- 
nected with  the  business  of  pharmacy.  It  not  only  interferes  with 
our  comfort,  but  in  some  instances  impairs  our  health  ;  it,  neverthe- 
less, is  inseparably  connected  with  and  forms  an  integrant  part  of  our 
business,  and  the  physician  might  as  well  refuse  to  attend  to  his  night- 
calls  as  for  the  piiarmacist  to  refuse  to  respond  to  the  call  of  the 
night-bell.     This   duty  should  therefore  be   accepted,  and   promptly 
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and  chocrfiillj  performed,  by  every  member  of  our  profession  who 
pursues  this  calling  with  the  rigiit  spirit,  and  with  the  determination 
to  do  his  wiiole  duty. 

Many  pharmacists  answer  the  night-bell  very  reluctantly,  and  some 
will  rarely  respond  to  its  unwelcome  ring,  and  when  they  do  will 
hardly  treat  a  nocturnal  customer  with  common  courtesy,  while  there 
are  some  who  never  attend  to  any  night  business  whatever ;  that  dis- 
tasteful part  of  their  legitimate  duties  they  seem  to  ignore  entirely, 
and  leave  it  to  their  neighbors  to  perform.  After  they  lock  their 
doors  at  night  their  shops  are  as  impregnable  to  a  suffering  customer 
as  would  be  the  citadel  of  a  beleaguered  city  to  a  corporal's  guard. 
After  they  close  their  doors  at  night  they,  as  it  were,  commend  their 
customers  to  the  mercy  of  circumstances.  If  an  individual  swallows, 
in  the  night,  laudanum  or  other  poisonous  or  deleterious  substance, 
by  mistake,  he  can  get  relief  as  besfhe  can,  so  far  as  they  are  con- 
cerned ;  or  if  any  one  should  be  attacked  with  hemorrhage,  or  should 
meet  with  some  accident  that  would  imperil  life  if  immediate  and  prompt 
relief  could  not  be  procured ;  or  if  a  person  should  be  seized  with 
cholera  morbus,  colic  or  other  painful  or  dangerous  malady — they 
must  obtain  relief  in  tlie  best  way  they  can,  or  suffer  until  morning, 
or  perhaps  die.  How  a  successful  prescription  business  can  be  done 
under  such  management  I  cannot  understand.  Surely  the  pharma- 
cist guilty  of  such  utter  disregard  of  his  duty  and  the  interests  of 
his  customers  is  not  deserving  of  the  patronage  of  any  community. 

Aside  from  the  kindly  sympathies  and  the  humane  ]>roinpti;igs  of 
our  nature,  there  are  also  business  interests  involved  in  this  matter 
which  should  commend  it  to  tlie  favorable  consideration  of  all  who 
desire  success  in  the  business  of  pharmacy,  as  none  of  us  can  tell  what 
influence  the  prompt  and  polite  attention  to  our  night  business  may 
exert  upon  the  general  business  of  our  store. 

Every  young  man  who  contemplates  choosing  pharmacy  as  his  busi- 
ness, if  he  is  not  already  aware  of  the  labors  and  various  onerous 
duties  which  belong  thereto,  he  should  be  fully  and  candidly  informed 
of  them  by  his  intended  preceptor  before  he  enters  upon  his  appren- 
ticeship, and  the  night  business  should  especially  be  impressed  upon 
his  mind  as  one  of  the  most  important  and  unpleasant  parts  of  his 
duties.  Then,  if  he  demurs,  and  seems  to  think  that  he  cannot  ac- 
cept and  perform  cheerfully  all  the  legitimate  demands  of  the  busi- 
ness, he  should,  thus  at  the  threshold,  abstain  from  entering  the  arena 


*  Auri'  ml"'-  \  The  Night  Bell.  341 

of  such  a  self-sacrificing  and  responsible  vocation,  and  should  be  ad- 
vised to  turn  his  attention  to  some  other  calling  more  in  accord  with 
his  tastes. 

The  petulance  and  ill-temper  frequently  manifested  by  pharmacists 
when  called  up  at  night  are  very  unbecoming,  and  are  evidences  of 
the  lack  of  the  right  spirit,  and  often  cause  the  loss  of  a  good  cus- 
tomer, as  persons  are  not  likely  to  patronize  a  drug-store  in  day  time 
where  they  are  treated  with  discourtesy  when  compelled  by  necessity 
to  call  at  night.  People  rarely  visit  a  drug-store  between  midnight 
and  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  for  any  article  of  medicine,  no  mat- 
ter how  important  or  how  trifling,  unless  they  absolutely  need  it. 
No  man,  woman  or  child  will  willingly  and  unnecessarily  arise  from 
their  bed,  and  walk  perhaps  four  or  five  squares,  or  even,  in  some 
instances,  eight  or  ten  squares,  to  a  drug-store  for  an  article,  and  that, 
too,  probably,  in  the  dead  hour*of  night,  unless  they  were  prompted 
by  what  they  consider  immediate  and  imperative  necessity;  and, 
whether  they  really  need  it  or  not,  if  they  think  they  do,  that  is  a 
sufficient  justification  and  excuse  for  their  calling  the  pharmacist  up, 
no  matter  at  what  hour  or  how  trifling  the  want.  There  are,  of 
course,  none  of  us  who  like  to  have  our  rest  broken,  or  to  have  our 
sweet  slumbers  disturbed  by  the  noisy  tongue  of  the  night-bell,  but 
the  duty  to  which  it  summons  us  is  a  legitimate  part  of  our  business, 
and  we  should  therefore  not  feel  too  much  annoyed  at  such  occur-  ' 
rences. 

We  should  all  be  humane  and  charitable  towards  our  nocturnal 
visitors,  for  they  are  generally  brought  to  our  door  either  by  real  or 
imaginary  necessity.  We  cannot  expect  everybody  to  be  as  wise  as 
ourselves  in  matters  relating  to  physic  and  disease.  We  must  make 
due  allowance  for  the  prevailing  ignorance  of  the  public  in  such  mat- 
ters. If  the  public  were  all  doctors  or  pharmacists,  we,  perhaps, 
would  not  have  our  hours  of  rest  so  frequently  invaded.  A  child, 
perhaps,  is  suddenly  taken  ill,  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  with  pain 
in  the  stomach,  and  begins  to  cry ;  or  has  taken  a  slight  cold,  and 
has  a  little  fever ;  or  is  threatened  witii  croup  or  some  other  disease, 
and  although,  to  a  practiced  or  professional  eye  that  has  a  knowledge 
of  disease,  the  symptoms  would  not  be  at  all  alarming,  since  it  would 
see  in  a  minute  that  there  was  no  immediate  danger,  or  the  slightest 
necessity  for  immediate  medical  aid,  yet  the  excited  parent,  who  is 
not   capable  of  judging  of  the    magnitude  of  the   danger,   becoming 
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a);irmed  and  seized  with  dread  apprehensions,  starts  immediately  for 
a  |ihysician  and  tlience  to  the  <lrug-store,  or  else  he  at  once  proceeds 
to  the  latter  for  some  article  which  experience  has  taught  him  is 
u^ef■ul  in  such  cases.  Now,  I  contend  that  it  would  be  a  sad  state  of 
aflairs  if  the  anxious  and  aflVighted  parent  could  not  gain  admittance 
to  any  neighboring  pharmacy  to  obtain  the  much-coveted  boon,  in  the 
form,  perhaps,  of  five  or  ten  cents'  worth  of  paregoric,  laudanum, 
sweet  spirit  of  nitre,  hive  syrup,  syr.  ipecac,  lime  water,  or  other  sim- 
ple remedy;  or,  if  the  physician  has  been  sought,  and  tiie  medicine 
cannot  be  procured,  the  attendance  and  skill  of  the  physician  are 
expended  in  vain. 

Yet  there  are  but  ftw  pharmacists  who  seem  to  view  the  matter  of 
their  night  business  in  the  right  light,  or  deal  with  it  in  the  right 
spirit.  We  are  aware  that  there  are  many  calls  made  upon  us  at 
night,  after  business  hours,  for  medicines  that  are  entirely  unneces- 
sary, or  at  least  for  which  there  is  no  immediate  need ;  but  we  must 
also  remember  that  there  are  many  similar  calls  made  upon  us  by  the 
public  in  day  time  which  may  be  placed  in  the  same  category,  and 
which  go  to  make  up,  perhaps,  no  small  share  of  our  sales,  and  con- 
tribute to  a  very  great  extent  to  supply  us  with  the  comforts  of  life. 
But  these  calls  are  made  at  a  time  when  they  arc  more  pleasurably 
tolerated. 

Some  pharmacists  will  never  get  up  at  night  to  answer  any  call, 
unless  it  is  for  medicine  on  a  prescription,  just  as  though  no  medi- 
cine was  ever  needed  to  relieve  pain  and  suflering,  or  to  cure  disease, 
but  wliat  was  directed  in  the  prescription  of  a  physician.  Such  an 
idea  and  such  a  practice  are  simply  ridiculous. 

1  have  had  people  to  not  unfrequently  call  at  my  store  late  in  the 
night  for  medicine,  and  tell  me  that  they  had  come  eight  or  ten 
fcquarcs,  and  had  tried  to  gain  admittance  at  every  drug  store  on 
their  way,  but  failed  to  get  any  one  up.  I  have  frequently  secured 
good  customers  in  this  way  far  remote  from  my  own  store.  People 
usually  feel  very  grateful  to  you  for  such  an  accommodation.  They 
feel  that  you  have  proved  a  friend  in  need. 

It  is  important,  also,  when  called  on  for  medicine  at  night,  to  admit 
the  customer  as  quickly  as  possible,  an<l  not  to  keep  the  person  wait- 
ing at  your  door  longer  than  cannot  be  avoided,  especially  in  cold  and 
inclement  weather,  and  more  particularly  if  the  applicant  be  a  woman 
or  child,  for  they  are  naturally  timid  and  often  much  afraid  to  be  out 


in  the  street  at  a  late  and  lonely  hour  of  the  night.  Five  minutes  in 
waiting  outside,  and  that,  perhaps,  in  the  cold  and  rain,  will  seem  to 
them  as  long  as  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  to  you  who  are  inside,  es- 
pecially if  the  call  be  an  urgent  one.  This  is  Avhy  customers  are 
often  so  impatient,  and  annoy  the  pharmacist  so  frequently  by  their 
continued  or  fre([uent  ringing  of  the  bell  or  knocking  at  the«»door,  if 
the  call  is  not  answered  at  once.  The  moment  the  night  bell  is  rung 
or  a  knock  is  made  at  the  door,  it  should  be  immediately  responded  to 
by  answering  through  the  speaking  tube,  if  such  a  convenience  is  at 
hand,  or  from  the  window.  This  will  prevent  impatience,  and  the 
customer  will  wait  contentedly  at  the  door,  and  give  you  time  to  has- 
tily arrange  your  toilet. 

I  am  well  aware  that  the  patience  of  pharmacists  is  often  sorely 
tried  by  these  night  callers,  and  theie  is  often  great  excuse  for  our 
sometimes  becoming  vexed  at  the  frequent  interruptions  of  our  rest. 
After  we  have  been  on  our  feet  the  whole  day  long,  and  wearied 
and  fatigued  both  in  body  and  mind  by  the  labors  and  anxieties  of 
the  business  of  the  day,  and  the 

"  Soul  is  quite  weighed  down  with  cares,  and  asks 
The  soft  refreshment  of  a  moment's  sleep,'' 

then  it  is  when  we  have  retired  to  our  couch  of  repose,  and,  perhaps, 
have  just  got  fairly  into  a  doze,  that  we  are  suddenly  awakened  by 
the  tingle  of  the  night  bell,  v/hich,  at  first,  falls  upon  the  tympanum 
*'  like  the  soft  sweet  music  of  a  dream,"  but  in  a  moment  arouses  us 
to  the  consciousness  that  it  is  the  unwelcome  ring  of  the  horrid  night 
bell.  I  know  that  under  such  circumstances  we  cannot  but  occasion- 
ally instinctively  and  irresistably  feel  provoked  and  cross  at  all  man- 
kind, to  think  that  even  at  night,  at  hours  when  all  the  world  is 
hushed  in  slumber  and  almost  all  can  enjoy  their  rest  undisturbed, 
the  poor  apothecary  is  denied  this  privilege,  which  makes  us  not  un- 
frequently  wish  that  we  had  in  early  life  chosen  some  other  calling. 
But  such  feelings  of  dislike  or  aversion  to  the  performance  of  any 
part  of  our  necessary  duties,  no  matter  how  unpleasant,  should  not 
be  encouraged  nor  allowed  a  permanent  lodgment  in  our  bosoms,  but 
should  be  repressed  and,  if  possible,  extinguished,  or,  if  not,  they 
will  "  grow  with  our  growth,  and  strengthen  with  our  strength," 
until  finally  evei'y  unpleasant  duty  that  interferes  with  our  comfort 
or  abridges  our  pleasure  will  become  distasteful  to  us,  and  will  be 
performed   with   reluctance   and   indifference.     Therefore,   from   our 
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commencement  in  business  we  sliouKl  endeavor  to  educate  ourselves 
to  accept  and  perform  every  duty  pertaining  to  our  vocation  with 
cheerfulness  and  alacrity.  By  persevering  in  such  efforts  we  will 
finally  establish  within  ourselves  a  bulwark  against  such  feelings. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  every  business  of  life  has  its  un- 
pleasant features  ;  and  while  ours  has  its  full  share,  it  also  must  have 
corresponding  charms  for  its  votaries,  as  it  appears  that  when  a  man 
once  becomes  a  pharmacist  he  always  remains  one,  for  we  seldom 
see  him  quit  it  to  embark  in  any  other  business. 

While  we  are  gravely  and  lamentingly  contemplating  the  long 
hours  and  the  many  annoying  and  onerous  duties  of  our  business,  we 
can  gather  consolation  if  we  will  but  observe  the  labor  and  long  hours 
of  our  corner  grocer.  We  will  then  see  that  we  have  a  comparatively 
easy  business,  lie  is  on  his  feet,  hard  at  work,  all  day  long  ;  his 
store  is  open  as  late  at  night  as  ours,  and  in  the  morning,  while  we 
are  yet  slumbering,  he  is  by  daylight  at  his  post,  with  his  store  open 
and  business  in  full  blast,  selling  to  the  industrious  housewife,  from 
a  penny's  worth  of  wood  for  her  morning  fire  to  the  choicest  mackerel 
for  breakfast. 

I  have,  in  common  with  my  colleagues,  experienced  all  of  the  many 
annoying  features  of  the  night  business  in  all  their  multifarious  forms. 
Perhaps,  on  the  approach  of  day,  before  the  nightingale  has  ceased 
her  joyous  notes,  or  the  cock  has  raised  his  clarion  voice  to  greet  the 
first  faint  gleam  of  "  meek-eyed  Morn,"  a  pull  of  the  night  bell  or  a 
rap  at  the  door  may  awake  you  from  your  much-needed  morning  nap 
and  summon  you  to  your  post.  You,  as  (juickly  as  possible,  present 
yourself  at  the  door,  and  salute  your  premature  visitor  in  the  most 
agreeable  manner  consistent  with  your  inward  thoughts  and  feel- 
ings. Without  offering  any  apology  for  disturbing  you  at  such  an 
unseasonable  hour,  he,  perhaps,  with  the  greatest  sarifj-froid,  asks 
you  if  you  can  change  him  a  five  dollar  note,  or  says  that  he  will  take 
gome  postage  stamps,  or  a  few  good  segars,  or  that  he  wishes  a  Seid- 
litz  powder,  or  other  equally  trifling  article  ;  or,  probably  he  may 
ask  you  if  you  know  where  Mr.  So  and  So  has  removed  to,  who  used 
to  live  in  this  neighborhood. 

This  is  not  an  overdrawn  picture  or  description  of  some  of  the 
scenes  which  occasionally  take  place  in  drug  stores.  Similar  in- 
stances have  occurred  in  my  own  experience.  People  guilty  of  such 
improprieties  usually  belong   to  trie  class  of  early  risers,  who    think 


^Au'^T/mr"-}  7-;ie  Night  Bell.  345 

that  everybody  else,  like  themselves,  should  rise  with  the  lark.  Now 
'  I  have  very  little  patience  with,  and  no  sympathy  for,  such  people, 
and  in  such  cases  I  usually  administer  to  the  guilty  party,  in  a  calm 
but  emphatic  manner,  without  any  outward  manifestation  of  anger, 
a  suitable  rebuke.  I  generally  say  to  them  :  "I  am  surprised  that 
you  should  call  me  up  at  such  an  unseasonable  hour  in  the  morning 
for  so  trifling  an  article,  that  you  could  so  easily  have  done  without 
until  I  had  opened  my  store."  I  say  furthermore  to  them:  "I  am 
always  willing,  and  will  at  any  time,  with  pleasure,  get  up  at  any 
hour  of  the  night  to  furnish  you  with  any  article  of  medicine  or 
medical  appliance  that  I  have  and  that  you  might  require  in  any  case 
of  emergency  in  sickness  occuring  at  night,  but  I  will  not  permit 
myself  to  be  thus  disturbed  of  my  rest  at  so  early  an  hour  in  the 
morning  on  so  trifling  a  pretext."  A  little  calm  and  plain  talk  of 
.  this  kind  does  not  always  offend,  and  yet  serves  as  a  good  and  whole- 
some lesson  to  the  individual,  and  prevents  the  repetition  of  the  of- 
fence. 

The  calls  that  we  have  made  upon  us  after  business  hours,  which 
may  be  classed  in  the  category  of  unwarranted  and  unnecessary,  usu- 
ally occur  either  in  the  early  part  of  the  night,  before  half  past  twelve 
o'clock,  or  in  the  early  morning,  between  five  o'clock  and  our  usual 
hour  for  opening. 

These  calls  are  usually  made  by  careless,  thoughtless,  inconsider- 
ate, and  often  ignorant  people,  who  may,  in  summer,  be  seen  sitting 
around  on  their  door  steps  until  midnight,  chatting,  neglectful  of 
their  little  wants  in  the  way  of  medicine  they  desire  to  take  before 
retiring  or  when  they  arise  in  the  morning,  hence,  are  obliged  to  call 
the  pharmacist  up  after  he  has  retired  to  rest,  or  before  his  usual 
opening  hour  in  the  morning.  It  is  to  this  class  of  untimely  visitors 
that  a  few  well-timed  words  of  chastisement  and  rebuke  should  be 
courteously  administered. 

Some  pharmacists  make  it  a  rule  to  charge  more  for  their  services 
at  night,  and  after  mature  consideration,  I  don't  know  but  that  this 
is  perfectly  right,  for  we  should  be  paid  for  our  labor  in  proportion 
to  its  magnitude  and  the  personal  sacrifices  connected  with  its  per- 
formance. The  physician  usually,  I  believe,  charges  more  for  his 
visits  by  night  than  for  those  which  he  makes  by  day,  and  I,  there- 
fore, cannot  see  any  reason  why  the  pharmacist  is  not  justifiable  in 
following   the  same  rule.     Of  course,  in   adjusting   our   charges,  we 
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should  bo  governed  by  the  appuront  circumstances  of  each  particular 
case.  If  the  person  is  very  poor  we  should  be  very  considerate,  and 
as  moderate  as  possible  in  our  charges,  otherwise  we  may  do  great 
injustice  to  poverty  and  overtax  the  necessities  of  poor  and  deserving 
people.  But,  notwithstanding,  I  cannot  but  think  that  an  advance  in 
our  prices  on  our  night  sales  is  perfectly  justifiable,  although  it  has 
formerly  always  been  a  rule  with  me  to  make  no  extra  charge  at  night, 
and  that  rule  has  been  rarely  departed  from  in  my  store. 

I,  for  many  years,  attended  to  answering  the  night  bell  or  night 
calls  myself,  but  of  late  years  have  delegated  that  duty  to  my  pre- 
scription clerk,  and  have  always  insisted  upon  a  prompt  and  polite 
attention  to  the  duty.  As  men  advance  in  life  they  cannot  so  well 
aflford  to  have  their  rest  broken,  as  when  once  disturbed  they  cannot 
so  readily  get  asleep  as  when  younger.  Most  young  men,  however, 
can  usually  fall  asleep  the  moment  their  head  touches  the  pillow. 

I  have  been  induced  to  write  upon  this  subject,  believing  it  to  be 
one  of  universal  importance  and  interest  to  our  profession,  and  which, 
moreover,  has  heretofore  not  received  that  just  and  intelligent  con- 
sideration that  its  importance  deserves,  and  to  which  its  place  in  the 
business  of  the  pharmacist  entitles  it.  And  if  I  have  succeeded  in 
impressing  the  points  here  made  upon  any  of  the  younger  members  of 
the  profession,  who  are  especially  liable  to  overlook  them,  I  shall  not 
have  penned  this  article  in  vain. 

Pidladelphia,  July,  1873. 

OX  AROMATIC   TINCTURE  OF  ASrfAFU:  TI  DA. 
By  L.  Mybks  C-nnor. 
This  tincture   has  such   an   unpleasant  smell  and  nauseating  taste, 
that  it  cannot  be  given  in  every  case  required.     Frequent  requests  of 
physicians  to  prepare  a  tincture   that  would  be  more  pleasant  to  the 
taste  and  produce  the  same  effect  without  the  addition  of  water,  have 
induced   me   to   make   some    experiments.     The  formula  offered  has 
been  tried,  the  aromatics  being  no  objection,  either  in  properties  or 
preparation  ;  it  can  be  made  at  any  time,  also  keeps  weil. 
R.     Tinct.  Assafoetida,  U.  S.  P.,  .  .     .sviij, 

"       Orange-peel,        "  .  .      .^ij, 

Ess.  Peppermint,  .  .  .     siij. 

Mix.  Dose,  one  and  a  half  to  two  fluid-drachms,  without  the  ad- 
dition of  water. 

JJallas,  Texas,  June,  lb,  1873. 


An.  Jour.  Pharm.  > 
Aug.  1,  l*7;i.      / 
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ANALYSIS  OF  OS  HA  ROOT. 
Bv  Hkrxian    Haupt,  Jr. 

Abstract  IVoni  the  author's  Inaugural  Essay. 

This  New-Mexican  umbelliferous  root,  the  botanical  origin  of  which 
is  still  unknown,  has  been  noticed  in  the  American  Journal  of  Plcar- 
macy^  1807,  p.  202,  and  18G8,  p.  106.  The  material  for  the  follow- 
ing experiments  had  been  received  from  Mr.  Jacob  Krumtneck,  of 
Santa  Fe,  through  Prof.  Maisch. 

On  leaving  a  canton  flannel  strainer  in  contact  with  a  hot  decoc- 
tion of  the  root,  the  woollen  fibres  of  the  strainer  were  observed  to 
be  dyed  a  reddish  brown  color,  while  the  cotton  fibres  remained  white. 
Dilute  sulphuric  acid  changed  the  color  to  yellowish-brown  (snuff 
color),  alum  solution  (1  to  8)  the  same  ;  solution  of  soda  and  of  ferrous 
sulphate  deepened  the  color  considerably. 

Sixteen  ounces  of  the  root  in  coarse  powder  were  distilled  with 
water  ;  the  distillate,  at  first  clear,  became  turbid  when  quite  cool, 
and  separated  volatile  oil.  The  aqueous  decoction,  after  the  volatile 
compounds  had  been  removed  by  distillation,  was  carefully  evapor- 
ated to  a  syrupy  consistence  and  treated  with  alcohol ;  the  brown  pre- 
cipitate dissolved  readily  in  water,  the  solution  yielding  with  alcohol 
a  white  precipitate  of  gum,  which,  on  exposure  to  the  air,  again  as- 
sumed a  brownish  color. 

A  concentrated  solution  of  this  precipitate  formed  stiff  jellies  with 
solutions  of  ferric  chloride  and  of  borax  ;  acetate  of  lead  precipitated 
it  white,  the  filtrate  therefrom,  after  the  removal  of  the  lead  by  sul- 
phuretted hydrogen,  yielded,  on  evaporation,  nearly  white  deliques- 
cent crystals. 

The  alcoholic  filtrate  obtained  as  above  from  the  decoction,  re- 
duced cupric  oxide  in  alkaline  solution  at  the  boiling  temperature, 
but  not  in  the  cold  after  standing  for  several  hours  ;  the  reduction 
was  probably  due  to  some  organic  body  aside  from  sugar. 

The  root  exhausted  by  hot  water  was  dried,  when  it  weighed  six 
and  a  half  ounces  ;  it  was  exhausted  with  strong  alcohol,  the  tincture 
distilled  and  evaporated,  and  the  residue  successively  treated  with 
petroleum  benzin,  bisulphide  of  carbon  and  chloroform.  On  evapor- 
ating the  last  two  solutions  slowly,  resinous  masses  were  left  behind 
without  any  sign  of  crystallization.  Equal  quantities  of  these  resins 
dissolve<l  in  a  like   quantity  of  alcohol,  gave   solutions   of  a   similar 
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brown  shade,  but  much  puler  in  the  case  of  the  bisulphide  of  cai'bon 
resin. 

The  solution  in  petroleum  benzin  separated,  on  standing,  at  first  a 
brown  resin,  in  appearance  and  behavior  identical  with  that  taken  up 
by  the  chloroform,  and  after  several  days  particles  of  fat.  The  ben- 
zin was  evaporated,  and  the  resulting  oil  cooled  to  8°  F  ,  when  it 
thickened  slightly,  but  did  not  congeal.  The  oil  was  saponified,  the 
soap  converted  into  soda  soap,  and  the  fatty  acids  liberated  by  suK 
phuric  acid;  a  brownish  gelatinous  mass  was  obtained,  which  dis- 
solved in  alcohol,  leaving  a  small  portion  of  oil  .behind  which  was 
readily  taken  up  by  bisulphide  of  carbon.  The  alcoholic  solution 
yielded  a  precipitate  with  acetate  of  lead,  which  was  soluble  in  ether^ 
and  on  the  evaporation  of  the  solvent  the  oleate  was  obtained  again 
as  a  yellowish  semi-fluid  mass. 

The  mother-liquor  from  the  soap  was  evaporated,  and  yielded  a 
dark  colored  liquid  containing  potassium  and  sodium  salts.  This 
liquid  being  difficult  to  purify,  some  fat  was  obtained  from  the  root 
by  treating  it  with  hot  benzin,  then  saponified  with  oxide  of  lead,  and 
the  mother-liquor  purified  by  sulphuretted  hydrogen  and  alcohol ;  the 
liquid  finally  obtained,  although  not  quite  colorless,  had  the  proper- 
ties of  glycerin. 

The  volatile  oil  separated  from  the  aqueous  distillate  mentioned 
above,  was  heavier  than  water,  of  a  light  yellow  color  and  the  sharp 
burning  and  aromatic  taste  of  the  root.  Sodium  acted  upon  the  an- 
hydrous oil  with  considerable  violence,  slender  white  needle-shaped 
crystals  being  separated  on  standing.  Caustic  potassa  did  not  unite 
with  this  oil. 

A  portion  of  the  aqueous  distillate,  from  which  the  volatile  oil  had 
been  separated,  still  retained  considerable  odor  ;  it  was  repeatedly 
distilled  from  chloride  of  sodium  and  thus  concentrated,  the  distillate 
was  mixed  with  a  concentrated  solution  of  bisulphite  of  sodium  anii 
the  mixture  cooled  by  ice.  No  crystals  being  obtained,  the  absence 
of  an  aldehyde  in  the  distillate  was  established. 

The  aqueous  distillate  being  of  an  acid  reaction,  was  neutralized 
with  carbonate  of  sodium  and  concentrated  by  evaporation,  when  the 
color  became  quite  dark.  After  purification  by  animal  charcoal  and 
alcohol  and  recrystallization,  deliquescent  crystals  were  obtained. 
The  salt  distilled  with  an  excess  of  diluted  sulphuric  acid,  yielded  a 
colorless  distillate  of  a  pleasant  aromatic  odor,  reminding  of  the  oil 
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of  cognac.  "\Vhen  almost  neutralized  by  soda,  the  solution  gave  no 
precipitates  "svith  sulphate  of  copper,  ferric  chloride  and  mercurous 
nitrate. 

In  order  to  compare  this  aromatic  acid  with  angelic  acid,  the  latter 
was  prepared  by  Buchner's  process,  by  exhausting  angelica  root  with 
alcohol,  evaporating  the  liquid,  separating  the  balsam,  washing  it  with 
water,  exhausting  it  with  solution  of  potassa,  purifying  the  compound 
by  repeated  concentration  and  filtration,  and  distilling  with  sulphuric 
acid.  Angelic  acid  was  obtained  in  colorless  needles,  having  a  pecu- 
liar aromatic  odor,  reminding  of  valerian,  and  being  sparingly  solu- 
ble in  cold,  but  freely  in  hot  water.  The  lead  salt -was  obtained  in 
shining  white  plates.  0-07  grams  of  the  lead  angelate,  having  been 
previously  dried  at  a  moderate  heat,  was  decomposed  by  sulphuric 
acid,  yielding  0-052  grams  lead  sulphate,  containing  0-0355  grams 
lead,  which  is  equal  to  54-7  per  cent,  oxide  of  lead  in  the  angelate  ; 
theoretical  percentage  55*17  (See  Gmelin's  Hand-Book). 

Some  Osha  root  was  treated  in  precisely  the  same  manner  as  the 
angelica  root ;  the  acid  obtained  did  not  crystallize.  The  lead  salt 
was  obtained  in  shining  plates,  which,  on  heating,  fused  into  a  trans- 
parent mass.  It  was  dried  together  with  the  lead  angelate  ;  0*02 
grams  of  it  yielded  0.019  grams  sulphate,  corresponding  to  0*0129 
grams  lead  and  to  69*9  per  cent,  oxide  of  lead  in  the  organic  salt. 

It  seems  clear  from  the  results  as  given  above  that  the  acid  of 
Osha  root  is  not  identical  with  angelic  acid  ;  it  appears  to  be  a  new 
acid  hitherto  unknown,  and  to  deserve  to  be  distinguished  hj  the 
name  of  Gshalc  acid. 

From  100  crrains  of  the  air-dried  root  8  grains  of  ashes  were  ob- 
<tained,  containing  iron,  aluminum,  sodium  and  potassium. 


JERYIC  ACID  AND  JF:RVATP]S.* 
By  Hkrmanx  Weppkn. 

The  potassium  and  sodium  salts  are  prepared  by  carefully  neutra- 
lizing an  aqueous  solution  of  the  acid  with  pure  carbonate  ;  the  slight- 
est excess  of  the  latter  causes  the  liquid  to  assume  an  int€|nse  yellow 
color.  The  solutions  are  evaporated  spontaneously  under  a  bell-glass 
over  sulphuric  acid.     The  potassium  salt  is  yfllowisli,  scarcely  crys- 

*  Abstract  of  a  paper  published  ia  Arcbiv  d.  I'harm.,  1873,  March. 
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talline  ;  the  soda  salt  is  white,  and  consists  of  very  thin  needles. 
Both  have  an  alkaline  reaction,  are  insoluble  in  alcohol  and  ether, 
freely  soluble  in  water,  from  which  solution  alcohol  precipitates  them 
finally  crystalline.  Composition  :  C,4llgOj2K^+2Il20.  The  sodium 
jervato  contains  3  molecules  of  water. 

The  jervates  of  the  alkaline  earths  are  obtained  by  carefully  add- 
ing to  a  boiling  solution  of  the  acid,  recently  precipitated  pure  car- 
bonate suspended  in  hot  water,  until  it  just  ceases  to  be  dissolved. 
The  salts  crystallize  on  cooling,  are  insoluble  in  alcohol,  but  slightly 
soluble  in  water ;  the  solutions  are  neutral  to  test-paper.  Composi- 
tion :  CuIIgOioBa, ;  the  strontium  jervate  contains  1,  the  calcium  salt 
6  molecules  of  water. 

An  excess  of  nitrate  of  silver  produces  in  aqueous  solutions  of  jer- 
vic  acid  a  crystalline  precipitate  =  C,JIsO,oAg2+2ILO„  which  is 
freely  soluble  in  hot  water,  is  not  colored  Avhen  exposed  to  the  direct 
sunlight,  and  not  decomposed  up  to  a  temperature  of  100°  C. ;  the 
solution  has  an  acid  reaction.  The  neutral  silver  salt  obtained  by 
double  decomposition  of  the  hot  solutions,  crystallizes  in  fine  needles, 
is  affected  by  the  light  (at  least  while  moist),  and  has  a  neutral  reac- 
tion.    It  is  CiJIgOioAg^. 

The  mercurous  salt  obtained  by  double  decomposition  has  the  same 
composition  and  contains  4  molecules  of  water,  is  crystalline  and  in- 
soluble in  water. 

Jervic  acid  is  a  tetrabasic  acid;  a  well-defined  ether  has  not  been 
obtained  yet.  Pelletier  and  Caventou  regarded  it  as  gallic  acid;  the 
latter,  however,  is  monobasic  and  tetratomic.  By  doubling  its  mole- 
cule (•2C;n.05=CiJI,oO,„),  it  will  be  seen  that  jervic  acid,  C,,IIi„0,„ 
contains  211  less  and  20  more  than  the  former  ;  and  digallic  acid, 
C,^H,yO,,.  differs  in  composition  from  jervic  acid  merely  by  30.  The 
question,  whether  these  acids  are  related  to  each  other,  may  probably 
be  solved  by  the  study  of  their  derivatives. 

The  two  acids  differ  from  each  other  as  follows  : 

Jervic  Arm.  Gali.h'  Acid. 

Not  fusible  or  subliinable.  Fusililc  with  evolution  of  COj  and 

formation  of  pyrogallic  ami  metagallic 
acids. 

Soluble  in  100  parts  of  cold  and  Soluble  in  lOO  juirls  of  cold  and  i 
about  10  parts  of  boilio!?  water.  parts  of  boiling  water. 

Insoluble  in  ether,  diffii-uhly  solu-  With  dilHculty  .soluble  in  ether,  easily 
ble  in  alcohol.  in  alcohol. 
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Contains  two  molecules  of  water  of  Contains  two  molecules  of  water  of 

crystallization.  crystallization. 

With  little  ammonia  no  alteration  ;  Little  ammonia  turns  it  yellow,  much 

with    much    ammonia,    lemon-yellow  ammonia  red-brown, 
color. 

With  excess  of  potassa,  lemon-yel-  Excess  of  potassa,  yellow,  red,  then 

low.  brown. 

With  excess  of  baryta  water,  ycl-  With   excess  of  baryta   water,   yel- 
low precipitate.  low  ;  then  blue  solution  with  green-blue 

flocks. 

With   lime    water,    yellow    precipi-  With  lime  water,  yellow;  then  vio- 
late.                       '  let-green  solution  with  similar  flocks. 

With  excess  of  calcium  carbonate,  With    excess  of  calcium   carbonate, 

yellow.  bluish  ;      then     indigo-blue     solution ; 

finally,  green  blue  precipitate. 

Sulphuric  acid   produces  no  visible  Sulphuric  acid  causes  red  solution  of 

change.  rufigallic  acid. 

Chloride    of    calcium    produces  no  With  chloride  of  calcium,  yellow  pre- 

precipitate.  cipitate,    with    evolution    of    carbonic 

acid. 

With   ferric  salts,  no  alteration  in  With    ferric    salts    a   blue    solution, 

the  cold  ;  the  licjuid  becomes  darker  passing  through  green  into  brown. 
brown  on  heating. 

Nitrate  of  silver  yields  a  white  pre-  With  nitrate  of  silver  no  precipitate; 

cipitate,  which    does   not  decompose  the  solution  separates  metallic  silver, 
with  separation  of  silver. 


GLEANINGS  FROM  THE  EUROPEAN  JOURNALS. 
By  the  Editor. 
Estimation  of  alcohol  in  fisel  oil. — Dr.  G.  L.  Ulex,  of  Hamburgh 
recommends  to  distil  from  100  c.  c.  of  the  suspected  fusel  oil  5  c.  c, 
and  to  agitate  the  distillate  with  an  ecjual  volume  of  saturated  solu- 
tion of  table  salt.  If,  on  standing,  one-half  or  more  is  separated  as 
an  oily  liquid,  it  is  a  reliable  proof  that  the  fusel  oil  contained  less 
than  15  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit.  If,  however,  a  smaller  quantity  or 
no  fusel  oil  is  separated,  an  addition  of  proof  spirit  has  taken  place. 
A  given  quantity  of  fusel  oil  is  then  agitated  with  an  equal  volume 
of  saturated  solution  of  table  salt,  in  which  propylic  and  butylic  al- 
cohols are  far  less  soluble  than  in  water.  After  complete  separation 
the  salt  solution  is  distilled,  to  recover  the  alcohol  and  estimate  its 
amount. — Pliarmac.  Zeitimg,  1873,  No.  48. 

Test  for  fee  alkalies  and  for  tannic  acid.  V.  Griessmayer. — If  a 
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<Jrop  of  a  solution  of  tannin  is  mixed  with  1  c.  c.  of  -,y„  normal  so- 
lution of  iodine  the  iodine  color  disappears  instantly,  gallic  and  hy- 
driodic  acids  being  formed.  The  iodine  solution  may  be  weaker, 
but  must  not  be  stronger,  so  that  it  is  completely  decolorized.  If 
one  drop  of  ammonia  is  now  added,  previously  diluted  to  one-tenth 
its  strength,  or  in  place  of  it  1  c.  c.  of  water  having  a  very  faint  al- 
kaline reaction,  a  brilliant  red  color,  appearing  carmine  in  reflected 
light,  is  produced,  which  remains  unchanged  for  some  time.  This 
reaction  is  much  more  delicate  than  that  produced  by  concentrated 
alkalies  upon  tannic  or  gallic  acids,  because  the  coloi?  is  quite  char- 
acteristic, and  the  liquid  does  not  become  darker,  as  in  the  absence  of 
iodine. — Ibid.,  from  Zeitschr.  f.  Chemie. 

Constituents  of  cubebs.* — C.  F.  Schulze  has  again  examined  the 
officinal  cubebs,  and  arrived  at  results  dilVering  somewhat  from  those 
obtained  by  I3ernatzik  and  Sclimidt.  The  composition  of  cubebic 
acid  was  found  to  be  llO,C.^lli^0.j,  of  its  crystallized  soda  salt  NaO, 
€231^1507+4110.  The  brown  neutral  resin  could  not  be  obtained  in 
crystals ;  it  is  of  pilular  consistence,  softens  readily,  is  easily  solu- 
ble in  ether  and  chloroform,  but  with  difficulty  in  alcohol.  Concen- 
trated sulphuric  acid  forms  with  it  a  dirty  brown  mixture,  which,  on 
the  addition  of  nitric  acid,  becomes  purple,  then  violet,  and  finally 
brown.  After  continued  exposure  of  the  mixture  to  the  air  the  col- 
oration produced  is  not  as  bright  and  distinct. — Arcliii:  d.  Pharm., 
1873,  May,  388-395. 

*S'o/<  soap  is  frequently  adulterated.  According  to  J.  B.  Oster,  the 
microscope  detects  these  adulterations  very  readily,  silicates,  silicic 
acid,  alumina,  ruptured  starch  granules,  &c*' being  })lainly  visible. — 
Pharm.  (Jtnt.  Halle,  1873,  No.  22. 

Ozonized  water,  made  by  Krebs,  Kroll  &  Co.,  of  Berlin,  has  been 
again  examined  by  Dr.  Behrens,  of  Kiel,  and  by  Dr.  0.  Jacobsen, 
both  arriving  at  the  conclusion  that  the  examined  water  contained  a 
little  hypochlorous  acid. —  Wittst.  Viert.  Schr.,  1873,  230. 

These  results,  together  with  those  obtained  by  Prof.  Boettger  (Am, 
Journ.  Pharmacy,  1872,  105)  seem  to  indicate  that  the  so-called  ozone 
water  of  the  above  firm  is  not  always  of  the  same  composition  ;  at  any 

*  See  also  Amer.  Jouniul  of  rhurniacy,  1870,  Tl'i. 
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rate,  it  does  not  deserve  its  name.     See  also  Am.  Journ.  Pharmacy, 
1872,  396. 

The  test  for  balsam  of  Peru  mth  solution  of  table  salt  (Am.  Journ. 
Pharmacy,  1872,  106)  appears  to  Werner  to  be  unreliable,  since  ar- 
tificial products  may  be  prepared  having  a  higher  specific  gravity  than 
that  solution.  He  recommends  the  test  of  the  German  Pharmaco- 
poeia as  perfectly  reliable ;  the  balsam  is  triturated  in  a  mortar  with 
an  equal  part  of  sulphuric  acid,  and  the  mass  afterwards  repeatedly 
washed  with  water.  Pure  balsam  leaves  a  hard  residue,  which  breaks 
readily,  while  the  product  from  adulterated  balsam  is  either  tough,  or 
soft  like  an  ointment.  The  operation  requires  about  five  minutes. 
Ibid.,  295. 

Vegetable  glue. — This  name  is  applied  to  a  mucilage  of  gum  arabic, 
the  adhesive  properties  of  which  have  been  considerably  increased  by 
adding  to  250  grams  (made  of  2  parts  of  gum  to  5  of  water)  2  grams 
of  crystallized  sulphate  of  aluminum,  previously  dissolved  in  20  grams 
of  water.  Alum  has  a  similar  effect,  but  in  a  less  satisfactory  degree. 
—Pharm.  Cent.  Halle,  1873,  No.  24. 

Impure  chlorate  of  potassium  has  been  met  with  by  Dr.  Godeffroy. 
The  salt  was  pulverulent,  and  sold  at  a  higher  price  than  the  pure 
crystallized.  By  fusing  and  igniting  12  troyounces  of  it  a  blackish 
mass  was  obtained,  which,  when  treated  With  water,  left  a  residue 
weighing  90  grains,  and  consisting  of  manganium  with  traces  of  iron  ; 
this  corresponds  to  2  per  cent,  of  binoxide  of  manganese. — Zeit.  d. 
Oesterr.  Apoth.  Ver.,  1873,  No.  17. 

Precipitation  of  magnesium. — Prof.  Mohr  has  proven  experimentally 
that  the  precipitation  of  magnesium  from  an  aramoniacal  solution  is 
best  effected  by  ammonio-phosphate  of  sodium  (microcosmic  salt), 
which  produces  at  once  the  insoluble  crystalline  precipitate,  while 
phosphate  of  sodium  separates  at  first  gelatinous  phosphate  of  mag- 
nesium, which  is  only  gradually  converted  into  the  crystalline  am- 
monio-phosphate of  magnesium. — Zeitschr.  f.  Analyt.  Chem.,  1873, 
36-39. 

The  bark  of  Azadirachta  Indica  or  nim  tree  has  been  analyzed  by 
J.  Broughton,  who  separated  from  it  a  resin-like  principle  of  the 
composition  CagH^On.     It  is  obtained  by  exhausting  the   bark  with 

23 


354       Laws  which  Regulate  the  Distribution,  Etc.    \-^\i'^XnrI:'- 

60  per  cent,  alcohol,  precipitating  the  tincture  by  water,  exhausting 
the  dried  precipitate  by  benzol,  evaporating,  again  exhausting  by 
carbon  disulphide,  then  by  dry  ether,  and  finally  by  absolute  alcohol; 
the  last  exhaustion  separates  a  white  transparent  crystallizable  sub- 
stance, probably  a  fat,  certainly  not  the  active  principle  or  an  alka- 
loid. Thus  purified  the  resin  is  dark  brown,  somewhat  soft,  of  agree- 
able smell,  slightly  soluble  in  water,  entirely  in  all  the  foregoing 
solvents,  insoluble  in  fixed  oils,  fusible  at  92^  C.  The  dilute  solutions 
have  a  strongly  bitter,  but  not  disagreeable  taste.  Strong  alkalies  and 
sulphuric  acid  dissolve  it  with  alteration.  The  author  believes  that 
it  can  scarcely  possess  antiperiodic  febrifuge  qualities,  though  it  may 
be  a  good  tonic. 

Another  bitter  substance,  apparently  a  hydrate  of  the  former,  has 
been  separated  from  the  bark  and  the  leaves  ;  it  is  far  niore  soluble 
in  water.  The  leaves  likewise  contain  no  alkaloid.  The  powerful 
smell  of  the  tree  is  not  due  to  a  sulphuretted  oil,  as  has  been  sur- 
mised; indeed,  no  essential  oil  could  be  obtained,  although  the  aqueous 
distillate  of  the  bark  has  the  perfume  of  the  tree. — Fharm.  Journ. 
and  Trans. y  ISlo,  June  14,  from  Madras  Monthly  Journ.  of  Med. 
Science. 


THE  LAWS  WHICH  REOULATE  THE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  A  SUB- 
STANCE BETWEEN  TWO  SOLVENTS. 
By  Berthelot  axd  Jlxgfi.kisch, 
Abstract  by  C.  E,  Groves,  from  Ann.  Chim.  Phys.   [4],  xxvi,  396-417. 

Although  chemists  frequently  resort  to  the  purely  physical  process 
of  extracting  a  substance  dissolved  in  one  liquid,  by  agitating  it  with 
another  liquid  not  misoible  with  the  first,  the  laws  which  govern  this 
molecular  action  have  not  hitherto  been  studied. 

The  present  essay  consists  of  three  parts:  1.  Experiments  on  the 
distribution  of  a  substance  between  two  solvents,  made  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Junglleisch;  2.  Theory  of  this  distribution;  3.  Experi- 
ments on  the  state  of  dissolved  salts,  made  with  L.  de  St.  Martin. 

The  authors  have  studied  the  solubility  of  iodine  and  bromine  in 
water  and  carbon  disulphide,  also  of  succinic,  malic,  tartaric,  oxalic, 
acetic,  benzoic,  sulphuric  and  hydrochloric  acidn,  and  ammonia  in 
water,  and  in  ether.  The  method  of  experimenting  was  to  dissolve 
the  substance  in  one  of  the  liquids,  and  then  agitate  it  with  a  known 
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volume  of  the  other,  the  amount  of  substance  being  determined  in 
each  of  the  superposed  liquids  when  they  had  become  saturated. 

It  is  found  that  when  a  substance  is  simultaneously  in  presence  of 
two  solvents,  the  quantities  dissolved  by  equal  volumes  of  the  two 
liquids  have  a  constant  ratio,  which  is  called  the  co-efficient  of'distri- 
bution,  and  is  independent  of  the  relative  volumes  of  the  two  solvents, 
but  varies  with  the  degree  of  concentration,  and  with  the  tempera- 
ture. In  the  case  of  succinic  acid,  a  decrease  of  temperature  causes 
a  diminution  of  the  co  efficient  of  distribution,  and  the  same  effect  is 
produced  by  dilution.  With  oxalic,  malic,  tartaric,  and  acetic  acids, 
on  the  contrary,  the  co-efficient  increases  with  the  dilution,  and  the 
same  with  ammonia.  The  co-efficient  for  iodine,  with  water  and  car- 
bon disulphide,  may  be  regarded  as  independent  of  the  degree  of 
concentration. 

The  fact  that  the  co-efficient  of  distribution  is  independent  of  the 
relative  volume  of  the  two  solvents,  may  be  readily  explained  in  the 
following  manner :  Imagine  the  superposed  liquids  to  be  saturated 
with  the  substance  :  then  for  equilibrium  to  persist,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary that  there  should  be  equilibrium  at  the  surface  of  contact  of  the 
two  li(iuids,  and  this  would  be  undisturbed  by  the  addition  of  an  arbi- 
trary volume  of  the  same  liquid  saturated  to  the  same  degree,  to 
either  of  the  superposed  liquids.  From  the  consideration  of  the  in- 
fluence of  concentration,  it  is  evident  that  as  the  solutions  become 
more  dilute,  the  co-efficient  of  distribution  approaches  a  certain  limit, 
so  that  if  it  is  desired  to  remove  a  substance  from  a  solution  by  agi- 
tating it  with  another  lif[uid,  it  is  advisable  to  employ  the  latter  in 
successive  fractions  {ib.  [4],  xx,  422-425).  Moreover,  it  is  easy,  by 
successive  determinations  of  the  co-effiiients  of  distribution,  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  substance  dissolved  is  homogeneous  or  a  mixture  {ib. 
[4],  xx,  425,  420  and  431).  As  there  is  a  limit  to  the  co-efficient  as 
the  solutions  become  more  dilute,  there  will  likewise  be  one  as  they 
become  more  concentrated,  and  it  would  naturally  be  supposed  that 
this  limit  would  be  the  ratio  of  the  two  liquids  when  saturated  sepa- 
rately ;  but,  experimentally,  this  has  been  found  not  to  be  the  case, 
the  CO- efficient  being  less  than  that  corresponding  to  the  ratio  of  the 
solubilities.  With  respect  to  the  relation  between  the  co-efficient  of 
distribution  and  the  chemical  composition  of  the  substance  dissolved, 
the  authors  find  that  ether  removes  more  readily  from  their  aqueous 
solutions  :  1.  The  more  highly  carburetted  of  two  homologous  acids  ; 
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2.  The  monobasic  rather  than  the  corresponding  bibasic  acid  [e.  //., 
butjric  than  succinic  acid);  3.  Or  than  the  bibasic  acid  having  nearly 
the  same  percentage  composition  (acetic  acid  and  succinic  acid) ;  also 
(4)  of  acids  containing  the  same  carbon  and  hydrogen,  that  which 
has  least  oxygen  (succinic  and  malic  acids). 

In  the  case  of  two  substances  in  presence  of  two  solvents,  they  are 
distributed  as  if  each  of  the  substances  acted  alone.  This  relation  is 
analogous  to  the  law  of  the  solubility  of  mixed  gases,  and  is  capable 
of  being  applied  to  the  separation  of  two  mixed  substances  {ib.  [4], 
XX,  425-431). — A77ier.  Chemist,  May,  1873,  from  J.  Loud.  Chem. 
S'oc. 


PEPSIN. 

By    ClIAKLES   SVMES,    Ph.D. 

There  are  few  medicines,  perhaps,  which  have  received  so  extensive 
a  trial,  and  yet  respecting  which  such  differences  of  opinion  exist,  as 
pepsin.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  this  arises  chiefly  from  the  fact 
that  it  has  not  been  recognized  by  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  hence  no 
standard  tests  of  quality  exist  in  this  country.  Chemists  purchase 
the  kind  they  think  best,  influenced  perhaps  by  the  advertisements  of 
manufacturers  or  the  report  of  some  experimenter  who  may  have  used 
very  carefully  prepared  samples,  and  not  the  commercial  article  ;  or 
it  might  be  they  are  guided  by  price,  the  best  qualities  being  usually 
attributed  to  the  highest  priced  article  of  its  kind,  and  this,  indeed, 
should  be  a  correct  guide.  But  I  have  also  heard  of  orders  for  pepsin 
in  which  the  only  condition  stipulated  for  was  its  low  price.  It  occa- 
sionally occurs  that  extremes  meet,  and  my  experience  indicates  that 
they  are  not  so  wide  apart  as  would  be  suppoi^ed,  even  in  this  instance. 
It  will  not  be  surprising,  however,  under  such  circumstances,  that 
pepsin  might  mean  anything  possessing  more  or  less  digestive  power, 
an  appearance  varying  from  that  of  decorticated  liquorice  to  pulv. 
doveri,  and  an  odor  from  almost  nil  to  the  strong  smell  of  bacon.  Va- 
riable as  it  might  be,  it  has  stood  the  test  of  time,  and  at  last  assert- 
ed its  right  to  recognition  and  admission  to  at  least  the  outer  circle, 
viz  :  to  the  Appendix,  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

For  some  time  past  I  have  been  conducting  a  series  of  experiments 
on  pepsin,  first  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  quality  of  commercial 
specimens  by  different  makers  ;  and  secondly,  of  testing  the  various 
processes  which  have  been  proposed  for  its  preparation  as  a  medicinal 


or  restorative  agent.  !My  results  under  the  first  head  somewhat  sur- 
prised me,  and  might  do  others  who  have  not  made  this  subject  one  of 
experimental  inquiry ;  one  or  two  examples  will  perhaps  serve  as 
illustrations.  It  will  be  seen  that  I  have  used  a  minimum  quantity 
of  acid,  so  as  to  test  the  full  peptic  power  of  the  various  samples — the 
amount  of  acid  often  recommended  in  a  given  quantity  of  fluid  being 
much  larger  than  can  possibly  exist  in  the  human  stomach.  In  each 
instance,  the  white  portion  of  hard-boiled  eggs  chopped  in  small  pieces 
was  used,  and  after  digestion  the  undissolved  portions,  before  weigh- 
ing, were  brought  to  as  nearly  as  possible  the  same  condition  of  dry- 
ness as  they  were  in  previously;  100  grains  were  introduced  into  each 
of  six  vials — to  five  of  these  ten  drachms  distilled  water,  ten  minims 
dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  and  ten  grains  of  pepsin  of  various  kinds 
were  added  ;  in  the  sixth  four  drachms  of  the  distilled  water  were 
replaced  by  the  same  quantity  of  pepsin  wine,  each  drachm  of  which 
should  have  represented  two-and-a-half  grains  of  Pepsina  Porci ;  all 
were  digested  under  precisely  the  same  conditions  at  a  temperature  of 
100°  for  12  hours.  The  following  gives  the  amount  by  weight  of  un- 
dissolved albumen  in  each  vial : — 

No.  1  left  undissolved,     1|  gr. 

-2 

3  "  "  24  " 

4  "  "  28  " 

5  "  "  41  " 

6  "  ''  56  " 

Now,  the  medical  man  who  is  desirous  of  testing  the  value  of  pep- 
sin as  a  remedial  agent,  in  one  or  more  cases  where  he  considers  it 
ought  to  be  of  service,  if  there  is  any  good  in  it,  will  be  perfectly  sat- 
isfied of  its  efficacy  should  Nos.  1  or  2  be  dispensed,  more  or  less  so  if 
No.  3 ;  but  what  if  No.  5  ?  or  if  he  should  have  prescribed  pepsin 
wine,  as  No.  6  ?  It  might  be  said  that  this  latter  is  largely  prescribed, 
and 'also  taken  by  invalids  without  prescription,  frequently  with  good 
results.  I  can  only  reply  that,  according  to  the  above  statement,  it 
possesses  about  one- half  the  peptic  power  that  it  should  do,  and  that 
as  the  stomach  is  a  laboratory  whose  operations  are  somewhat  obscure 
even  to  the  closest  observer,  in  imitating  its  processes  in  a  vial  where 
we  lack  the  vital  agency,  the  activity  of  any  samples  operated  on  is 
almost  sure  to  be  underrated.  Nevertheless,  experiments  conducted 
carefully  under  the  same  conditions  are  valuable  as  affording  compara- 
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tive  results  ;  and  certain  is  it  that  wine  or  any  alcoholic  fluid  is  a  most 
unsatisfactory  vehicle  for  pepsin,  also,  that,  when  taken  with  food,  it 
unquestionably  retards  digestion.  The  above  experiment  was  several 
times  repeated,  first  with  portions  of  precisely  the  same  samples,  and 
also  with  samples  by  the  same  makers,  but  obtained  from  different 
sources ;  the  results  varied  slightly,  but  bore  the  same  relation  to 
each  other.  It  was  thought  desirable  not  to  obtain  the  samples  from 
the  manufacturers  direct,  informing  them  of  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  required,  but  all  were  obtained  from  autiiontic  sources. 
The  pepsin  Nos-1  and  '1  were  both  by  the  same  manufacturer,  and, 
as  it  will  be  seen,  wore  of  good  quality,  but  it  is  somewhat  anomalous 
that  according  to  the  dose  given  the  former  should  have  been  about 
five  times  the  strength  of  the  latter,  whereas  it  would  appear  that 
there  is  little  difference  between  them.  The  catalytic  action  seems  to 
be  much  more  vigorous  in  the  early  part  of  the  process  of  digestion 
than  towards  the  end;  therefore,  had  a  larger  amount  of  albumen 
been  present  in  the  vial  No.  1,  it  is  possible  a  larger  amount  might 
have  been  dissolved,  and  the  residue  have  been  but  slightly  greater 
than  it  actually  was.  Nevertheless,  this  could  not  have  been  sufficient 
to  account  for  the  great  similarity  in  activity  of  the  two  specimens. 

Of  the  processes  for  its  preparation  as  a  medicinal  agent,  that  of 
precipitating  its  solution  by  acetate  of  lead,  and  subsequent  separa- 
tion of  the  lead  by  hydrosulphuric  acid,  has  probably  been  longest  in 
use,  but  its  activity  appears  to  be  more  or  less  injured  by  the  chemical 
treatment.  The  process  of  M.  Brucke,  consisting  of  solution  in  dilute 
phosphoric  acid,  neutralization  with  linn  -water,  ro-solution  in  dilute 
hydrochloric  acid,  and  fin;il  treatment  with  cholesterin,  rectified 
spirit,  and  ether,  yields  a  product  possessing  active  peptic  properties, 
but  is  more  suitable  as  a  laboratory  experiment  than  for  the  purj>osc 
of  manufacture  on  a  commercial  scale.  Tannin  and  alcohol  have  both 
been  proposed  as  precipitants  for  pepsin,  but  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
definite  process  in  which  these  are  used  for  its  preparation  on  a  large 
scale.  Next  in  order  is  the  somewhat  primitive  process  of  Dr.  Beale. 
It  is  given  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal^  N.  .S.,  Vol.  II,  p.  684,  and 
is  as  follows  :— 

"The  mucous  membrane  of  a  perfectly  fresh  pig's  stomach  was 
carefully  dissected  from  the  muscular  coat,  and  placed  on  a  flat  board. 
It  was  then  lightly  cleansed  with  a  sponge  and  a  little  water,  and 
much  of  the  mucus,  remains  of  food,  etc.,  carefully,  removed.     With 
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the  back  of  a  knife  or  ivory  paper  knife,  the  surface  was  scraped  very 
hard  in  order  that  the  glands  might  be  squeezed,  and  tlieir  contents 
pressed  out.  The  viscid  mucus  thus  obtained  contains  the  pure  gastric 
juice,  with  much  epithelium  from  the  glands  and  surface  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane.  It  is  to  be  spread  out  on  a  piece  of  glass,  so  as  to 
form  a  ver,y  thin  layer,  which  is  to  be  dried  at  a  temperature  of  100° 
over  hot  water  or  in  vacuo  over  sulphuric  acid.  Care  must  be  taken 
that  the  temperature  does  not  rise  much  above  100°,  because  the  ac- 
tion of  the  solvent  would  be  completely  destroyed.  "When  dry,  the 
mucus  is  scraped  from  the  glass,  powdered  in  a  mortar,  and  trans- 
ferred to  a  well-stoppered  bottle." 

Several  persons  who  have  performed  experiments  with  this  (so 
called)  pure  digestive  powder,  including  Dr.  Beale  himself,  have  spoken 
highly  of  its  peptic  properties  ;  and  from  their  position  we  cannot 
doubt  the  accuracy  of  their  experiments  and  statements.  In  my  own 
hands,  however,  I  cannot  say  the  results  were  so  satisfactory  as  1  had 
anticipated.  The  process,  too,  if  carried  out  strictly  accordinc^  to  Dr. 
B^ale's  instructions,  is  a  very  wasteful  one,  more  pepsin  being  lost 
than  is  obtained  ;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  attempted  to  obtain  a 
larger  quantity,  the  quality  is  reduced.  The  mucus  which  is  directed 
to  be  sponged  off,  and  which  is  usually  considerable  in  quantity,  pos- 
sesses about  one-third  to  one-half  the  activity  of  the  mucus  which  is 
afterwards  directed  to  be  scra]i)ed  off;  then,  after  this  scraping,  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  pepsin  remains,  which  can  be  demonstrated  by  dis- 
solving it  out. 

Lastly,  we  have  the  process  of  Mr.  E.  Scheffer,  the  most  satisfac- 
tory as  regards  uniformity  of  excellence  and  economy  in  working  of 
any  I  have  tried.  It  has  been  detailed  in  this  Journal  so  recently*  I 
need  not  therefore  even  recapitulate  here.  It  can  be  made  to  answer 
strictly  to  the  tests  given  ;  it  keeps  well ;  is  soluble  in  an  acidulated 
fluid,  and  hence  might  be  prescribed  in  solution  of  almost  any  strength. 
Amongst  other  experiments  one  was  performed  in  which  a  given  quan- 
tity of  the  moist  mucus  scraped  from  fresh,  cleansed  pigs'  stomachs, 
was  divided  into  equal  portions,  one  of  which  was  retained  moist,  ano- 
ther dried  in  a  thin  layer  at  a  temperature  not  exceeding  100°;  from 
a  third  portion  the  pure  pepsin  was  separated  by  Mr.  Scheffer's  pro- 
cess, but  adding  sufficient  sugar  of  milk  to  bring  it  to  the  exact  weight 
of  the  portion  simply  dried. 

*See  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  Feb.  1872. 
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Into  each  of  four  vials  100  grains  of  coagulated  albumen,  10  drops 
dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  and  10  drachms  of  water  were  placed;  to 
the  first  10  grains  of  the  dried  mucus,  to  the  second  80  grains  of  the 
moist  (it  requires  this  quantity  to  produce  10  grains  of  the  dry),  to 
the  third  10  grains  of  the  purified  saccharated,  to  the  fourth  10  grains 
of  the  same,  and  two  drachms  of  the  water  were  replaced  by  sherry 
wine.  After  twelve  hours'  digestion,  at  a  temperature  of  100°,  the 
results  were  as  follows  : 

2so.  1  left  undissolved  31  grs. 
u    2    "  "  00    it 

it      3       a  tt  J2      " 

tt     4      44  a  r^k)     ^^ 

From  this  we  learn  that  undried  mucus  is  more  active  than  the  same 
substance  after  drying  ;  that  the  pure  pepsin  diffused  through  sugar 
of  milk  is  more  active  than  the  mucus  from  which  it  is  obtained  ;  and 
finally,  prove  the  truth  of  the  statement  before  made,  that  wine  par- 
tially destroys  the  activity  of  pepsin  and  is  an  unsuitable  vehicle  for 
its  administration. 

I  propose,  therefore,  to  substitute  for  pepsin  wine  an  elixir^  made 
by  dissolving  the  purified  moist  pepsin  in  raspberry  vinegar,  so  that 
one  fluid  drachm  shall  be  capable  of  dissolving  100  grains  of  coagu- 
lated albumen.  This  keeps  well,  and  is  perfectly  palatable. — Pharm. 
Juurn.^  {London),  July  2,  1873. 


ON    BUTTER* 
By  J.  Campbell  Brown.  D.  :^c.  (Loud.)  F.  C.  S., 

Lecturer  on  Chemistry  and  To.xicology  at  the  Liverpool  School  of  Medicine, 
Public  Analyst  for  Liverpool,  Cheshire  and  the  Itrie  of  Man. 

Definition  of  Butter. — Pure  butter  is  a  fat  which  has  passed  through 
the  udder  of  a  cow  or  other  animal  as  one  of  the  constituents  of  milk, 
and  which  has  not  been  decomposed,  by  keeping  or  otherwise,  into 
fatty  acids  or  glycerin. 

In  milk  and  cream,  the  fat  is  all  contained  in  minute  round  glob- 
ules, and  butter  appears,  under  the  microscope,  full  of  these  globules. 
Chemically,  it  consists  of  a  mixture  of  neutral  fats,  the  glycerides  of 
the  non-volatile  acids,  palmitinic  acid  (CulIj^Oj,  and  butyroleic  acid 
(CijHjoOj) ;  and  the  glycerides  of  the  volatile  acids,  butyric  acid  (C^ 

*From  the  "Liverpool  and  Manchester  Medical  and  Surgical  Reports,  1873."" 
Communicated  by  the  Author. 
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HgO,).  capronic  acid  (CgHijOj),  caprylic  acid  (CgHjg02),  and  caprinic 
acid  (CioIIjoOj)-  (Wagner  and  Crookes.)  The  last  four  glycerides 
are  the  characteristic  fats  of  butter. 

When  butter  has  been  decomposed,  the  rancid  taste  and  smell  make 
its  condition  evident  to  every  one.  The  skill  of  the  analyst  is  most 
frequently  directed  to  the  detection  of  fats  from  the  flesh  of  animals 
or  from  the  vegetable  kingdom.  The  fats  which  are  generally  used 
as  adulterants  or  as  substitutes  for  butter  are  suet,  tallow,  dripping, 
lard,  a  mixture  of  refined  fats  sold  under  various  names,  palm  and 
similar  vegetable  oils.  The  most  characteristic  ingredients  in  these 
fats  are  stearin,  margarin  and  palmitin. 

Stearin  is  a  crystalline  fat,  melting  at  144°  F.,  and  solidifying  at 
124"  F.,  soluble  in  hot  ether,  or  in  seven  times  its  weight  of  boiling 
alcohol,  but  deposited  from  both  these  solutions  on  cooling. 

Margarin  forms  scales,  which  melt  at  about  116°  F.,  and  are  solu- 
ble in  warm  ether. 

Palmitin  is  a  solid  crystalline  fat,  melting  at  from  113°  to  143°, 
and  solidifying  at  114°.  It  is  readily  soluble  in  ether,  sparingly 
soluble  in  alcohol.  Stearin,  margarin,  and  palmitin  are  seldom  ob- 
tained pure ;  they  occur  in  Nature  dissolved  in  olein  and  other  oils, 
which  lower  the  melting-point.  For  instance,  mutton  and  beef  suet, 
lard  and  palm  oil  melt  at  temperatures  from  25°  to  55°  below  the 
melting-points  of  stearin  and  palmitin. 

In  drawing  up  the  following  table  for  the  examination  of  butter,  I 
have  made  free  use  of  the  observations  of  Dr.  Ballard  {^Chemical  Neivs, 
vols,  iv  and  v),  and  the  scheme  of  Dr.  Parkes  {''^Hygiene,'"  chap,  v, 
section  xi) ;  but  I  depend  chiefly  on  my  own  observations  on  a  large 
number  of  samples  from  difl'erent  sources,  made  during  the  years 
1871  and  1872. 

Table  for  the  Examination  of  Butter. 

1,  Weigh  out  an  ounce  of  the  sample  of  butter  which  is  to  be  ex- 
amined, place  it  in  a  test-tube  seven-eighths  of  an  inch  in  diameter, 
and  melt  by  placing  the  tube  in  hot  water.  Place  a  thermometer, 
with  a  pear-shaped  bulb,  so  that  the  bulb  shall  be  in  the  middle  of  the 
fat  about  one  inch  below  the  surface,  and  allow  the  whole  to  cool 
spontaneously.  If  the  quantity  of  water  in  the  butter  be  large,  it 
will  collect  in  the  tube  below  the  fat ;  the  casein  will  also  collect  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  tube.  Watch  the  mass  as  it  cools,  and  note 
when  solidification  commences  and  when  it  is  complete.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  average  solidification-points  : — 
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With  pure  butter  the  thermometer  is  obscured  between  74°  and  GS°, 
and  the  mass  is  solid  at  'o^)° . 

Beef  dripping  obscures  tlie  thermometer  at  70°,  and  is  solid  at  72°. 

Mutton  dripping  obscures  the  thermometer  at  about  85*^,  and  is 
solid  at  84°. 

Lard  obscures  the  thermometer  at  84°,  and  is  solid  at  from  79°  to 
70°,  but  it  often  remains  as  soft  as  butter  at  a  much  lower  tempera- 
ture. 

Mixtures  solidify  at  intermediate  temperatures. 

2.  Determine  the  quality  of  the  butter  by  the  taste  and  smell  of 
the  re-congealed  fat  and  of  the  original  sample. 

3.  Examine  several  portions  of  the  original  sample  by  means  of  a 
good  microscope,  using  a  one-quarter  incli  or  one-fifth  inch  object 
glass.  In  butter  made  from  milk  or  cream,  nothing  is  seen  except 
the  characteristic  globules,  and  the  granular  masses  of  curd,  and  the 
cubical  crystals  of  salt.  The  hard  fats  of  butter  are  present  in  the 
globules  in  a  state  of  solution,  and  are  not  recognizable  in  a  separate 
form. 

If  stearic  acid,  stearin  or  palmitin  be  present  in  separate  form, 
they  will  be  recognized  b}'  single  fusiform  crystals,  or  star-like  ag- 
gregations of  acicular  crystals.  They  indicate  the  presence  of  melted 
fats. 

Other  substances,  such  as  starch,  flour,  palm  oil  corpuscles,  Irish 
moss,  coloring  matter,  etc.,  may  also  be  distinguished  by  the  micro- 
scope, as  distinct  from  butter  or  fats. 

4.  Examine  the  same  portions  with  the  same  object-glass,  together 
with  a  polariscope,  consisting  of  two  Nicol's  prisms  and  a  selenite 
plate.  The  crystals  referred  to  in  (3)  polarized  liglit,  and  when  viewed 
by  the  polariscope  are  more  distinctly  defined.  Particles  of  suet  and 
other  fats,  which  have  not  been  melted,  ma^'  also  be  distinguished  by 
their  action  on  polarized  light,  by  their  amorphous  form,  and  by  their 
membranes. 

5.  Repeat  the  microscopic  examination  after  the  addition  of  tinc- 
ture of  iodine,  acetic  acid,  and  other  reagents  usually  employed  to  de- 
tect substances  other  than  fat. 

6.  Weigh  carefully  a  convenient  quantity  of  the  sample,  say  1  oz., 
in  a  tared  porcelain  dish,  evaporate  in  a  water-bath,  or  in  air-bath, 
at  212°,  until  free  from  water,  and  weigh  again  ;  the  difference  is  the 
amount  of  water  per  ounce,  which  should  not  exceed  35  grs.  (5  to  10 
per  cent.  Parkes). 
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7.  Dissolve  the  residue  in  ether,  warming  gently  until  the  whole 
of  the  fat  is  dissolved,  filter  through  a  weighed  filter-paper,  collecting 
the  filtrate  in  a  beaker,  then  wash  the  dish  and  filter-paper  with  ether 
until  a  total  of  5  or  6  oz.  has  been  used,  and  allow  the  whole  to  stand 
for  some  time  at  a  temperature  of  65^. 

8.  Dry  the  precipitate  on  the  filter-paper,  and  weigh;  deduct  the 
weight  of  filter-paper  ;  the  remainder  is  approximately  the  amount 
of  curd,  or  casein,  and  salt. 

9.  Wash  the  precipitate  with  boiling  water,  dry  at  212°,  and 
weigh;  deduct  the  weight  of  filter-paper;  the  remainder  is  the 
amount  of  curd  or  casein,  which,  in  good  butter,  should  not  exceed 
15  grs.  per  oz.  (3  to  5  per  cent.;  Parkes). 

10.  Estimate  the  salt,  by  means  of  nitrate  of  silver,  in  the  aqueous 
washings  from  (9),  or  wash  another  weighed  portion  of  butter  thor- 
oughly with  distilled  water,  and  determine  the  salt  by  nitrate  of  sil- 
ver. It  should  not  amount  to  more  than  8  grs.  per  oz.  in  fresh  but- 
ter (0.5  to  2  per  cent.  ;  Parkes),  or  35  grs.  per  oz.  in  salt  butter  (8 
per  cent.  ;  Parkes.) 

11.  If  the  ethereal  solution  of  the  fat  from  (7)  has  formed  a  deposit 
at  6o°,  decant  and  filter  off"  the  clear  solution,  and  examine  the  de- 
posit, which  is  probably  stearin,  according  to  (12). 

Evaporate  the  ethereal  solution  down  to  4  oz.,  and  allow  it  to  stand 
for  several  hours  at  65°.  Filter  off"  the  deposit,  which  probably  still 
contains  stearin,  and  examine  it  also  according  to  (12). 

Allow  the  ethereal  solution  to  evaporate  down  to  3  oz.,  and  allow 
it  to  stand  for  some  time  at  65°.  Filter  off"  the  deposit,  which  may 
still  contain  some  stearin  mixed  with  palmitin,  and  examine  it  sepa- 
rately according  to  (12).  If  the  butter  is  adulterated,  some  of  the 
stearin,  and  much  of  the  palmitin,  will  still  remain  in  solution,  and 
may  be  obtained  by  continuing  the  process  of  spontaneous  evapora- 
tion. 

Some  samples  of  pure  butter  yield  no  deposit  from  3  oz.  of  ether  at 
65°  ;  but  fairly  good  butter  will  generally  form  a  slight  deposit,  the 
amount  of  which  varies  in  diff"erent  samples.  A  sample  of  butter 
known  to  be  pure  should  be  examined  side  by  side  with  the  sample 
suspected  to  be  adulterated  ;  and,  as  winter  butter  is  a  more  solid  fat 
than  summer  butter,  the  former  should  be  chosen  for  the  comparative 
experiment. 

12  (a).  Place  each  of  the  above-mentioned  deposits  in  a  thin  weighed 
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glass  tube,  and  after  evaporafing  off  tlie  ether,  weigh  the  fat  and  de- 
termine its  melting-point;  melt  carefully,  and  allow  it  to  cool  grad- 
ually. Place  a  small  accurately  graduated  thermometer  with  pear- 
shaped  bulb  in  the  melted  fnt,  and  observe  the  temperature  at  which 
the  latter  begins  to  solidify.  "When  quite  solid,  re-warm  the  tube 
gradually,  by  placing  it  in  water,  the  temperature  of  which  is  slowly 
raised,  and  observe  the  re-melting-point  of  the  fat. 

{It).  Or,  melt  the  fats  in  a  thin  glass  or  porcelain  dish,  floated  in 
water,  the  temperature  of  which  is  slowly  raised,  a  thermometer  being 
placed  in  the  water.  In  this  case  the  apparent  melting-point  will  be 
2°  or  3°  above  the  correct  figure,  but  the  relative  diff'erences  between 
the  melting  points  of  the  several  deposits  will  be  the  same  as  in  (12a). 

13.  Determine  the  taste  and  smell  of  each  of  the  deposits. 

44.  The  number  of  grs.  per  oz.  may  be  reduced  to  parts  per  cent, 
by  multiplying  by  the  factor  0-22857. — Chem.  Neivs,  July  4,  1878. 


ADULTERATION  OF  PEPPER.* 
By  M.  Bouchardat. 

During  the  examination  of  a  large  number  of  specimens  of  ground 
pepper  the  author  met  with  various  inert  powders,  and  among  those 
which  he  detected  the  most  often  was  one  prepared  by  drying  and 
finely  pulverizing  the  parenchyma  of  potatoes  which  is  left  as  a  resi- 
due in  the  manufacture  of  starch.  Pepper  mixed  with  this  adulterant 
has  a  more  feeble  odor;  its  taste  is  at  first  sweetish,  and  afterwards 
pungent,  but  less  intensely  so  than  in  normal  pepper.  The  mixed 
powder  is  uniformly  grey,  whilst  the  po^vder  of  pepper  presents  some 
blackish  particles  and  some  of  a  yellowish-grey  color.  Comparison 
should  therefore  be  made  between  a  suspected  powder  and  one  pre- 
pared by  grinding  pepper  to  the  same  degree  of  fineness.  Ground 
pepper  mixed  with  this  potato  powder  floats  longer  on  the  surface  of 
water  than  that  which  is  pure,  and  the  coloration  of  the  water  is  dif- 
ferent. Liquor  iodi,  added  drop  by  drop,  gives  a  more  intense  blue 
with  the  potato  mixture  than  with  normal  pepper.  Too  much  impor- 
tance, however,  must  not  be  attached  to  this  test,  as  M.  Leon  Soubei- 
ran  has  shown  that  j)eppor  contains  a  considerable  quantity  of  a  pecu- 
liar fecula. 

The  other  substances  found  mixed  with  ground  pepper  were :  (1) 

•L'Union  Pharmaceutique,  vol.  xiv,  p.  145. 
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lentil  flour  mixed  with  earth,  which  can  be  detected  by  the  micro- 
scope and  calcination  ;  (2)  chalk  ;  and  (3)  linseed  cake,  ground  to  a 
legree  of  fineness  comparable  to  that  of  ground  pepper.  By  the  aid 
of  a  good  glass  the  fragments  of  linseed  could  easily  be  seen.  In 
some  specimens  seized  at  the  custom-house  the  powder  of  sesame 
seeds  was  detected ;  and  it  appeared  probable  that  in  this  case,  in 
order  to  obtain  the  proper  shade  for  the  powder,  the  adulterator,  who 
had  sent  from  Marseilles  several'  hundred  bags  of  this  product,  had 
mixed  many  sorts  of  seeds. 

White  pepper,  obtained,  as  is  known,  by  the  decortication  of  black 
pepper,  is  often  adulterated  with  talc,  chalk  and  starch  in  consider- 
able proportions.  The  introduction  of  these  three  inert  matters  may 
have  for  its  object  either  the  direct  increase  of  bulk  or  the  marking 
of  an  imperfect  decortication.  After  the  examination  of  numerous 
specimens,  M.  Bouchardat  came  to  the  conclusion  that  many  manu- 
facturers supply  two  products  :  one,  known  z.'S,  poivre  leger,  consisting 
principally  of  the  cortical  part  of  the  pepper,  black  fragments  form- 
ing the  greater  portion  of  it;  the  other,  known  as  'poivre  Mane,  being 
mixed  with  talc  or  starch,  to  imitate  the  shade  of  white  pepper.  Al- 
though the  poivre  leger  contains  nothing  foreign  to  pepper,  yet,  as 
the  useful  part  is  eliminated,  the  sale  of  such  an  article  must  be 
looked  upon  as  a  fraud  upon  the  part  of  the  dealer.  It  is  also  some- 
times adulterated  with  ground  grains  of  paradise,  Avhich  is  easily  de- 
tected by  means  of  a  magnifying  glass.  In  France,  to  avoid  prose- 
cution, the  wholesale  dealer  is  said  often  to  sell  the  ground  pepper 
pure  and  the  mixture  intended  for  its  adulteration  separately. 

The  usual  adulterants  of  pepper  may  be  clearly  identified  by  means 
of  a  microscopic  examination,  with  an  instrument  of  300  to  400  mag- 
nifying power,  in  the  hands  of  a  skilled  person.  The  powder  of  pep- 
per is  characterized  principally  by  its  starch.  This  appears  in  com- 
pound grains  retaining  the  form  of  the  cells  in  which  they  were  con- 
tained, and  which  they  entirely  filled.  They  are  of  variable  forms 
and  dimensions ;  M.  Mussat  has  measured  them  from  0*030  mm.  to 
0-20  mm.  in  diameter.  The  simple  grains  of  which  they  are  formed 
are,  from  their  juxtaposition,  irregularly  rounded,  and  are  from  O'OOl 
mm.  to  0-0056  mm.  in  diameter.  Under  the  action  of  iodine  they 
assume  a  rather  dull  violet-blue  color.  Solution  of  caustic  potash 
attacks  them  but  slowly.  This  fecula  is  accompanied  by  the  debris 
of  the  pericarp,  which  presents  two  very  distinct  forms  of  cells.     In 
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one  case  they  are  nearly  cubical,  with  rather  thin  wall?,  containing  a 
blackish  granular  matter,  which  is  the  fleshy  portion  of  the  pericarp  ; 
in  the  other,  the  cells  forming  the  endocarp,  they  are  cuneiform,  often 
slightly  curved,  and  their  very  thick  walls  are  canaliculate.  The  au- 
thor found  their  mean  size  to  be  0-025  mm.  wide  by  00l)2  mm.  long. 
Potato  starch  is  easily  distinguished  from  that  of  pepper  by  its  simple, 
more  or  less  rounded  or  ovoid  or  irregularly  trigonal,  strongly  refrac- 
tive grains.  The  largest  measure  0-180  mm.  All,  except  the  small- 
est (which  measure  about  0*0 10  mm.),  have  a  conspicuous,  often  stel- 
late hilura,  and  their  concentric  zones  are  clearly  visible.  Dilute  solu- 
tion of  caustic  potash  attacks  them  very  rapidly.  A  yellow  tissue 
contained  in  several  of  the  specimens  examined  was  distinguished 
easily  by  its  elongated  polygonal  cells,  with  thin,  clear,  yellow  walls, 
enclosing  a  slightly  darker  granular  substance.  It  probably  belonged 
to  some  oleaginous  cruciferous  seed,  or  to  linseed. 

In  consideration  of  the  great  skill  with  which  pepper  is  now  adul- 
terated, M.  Bouchardat  recommends  that  dealers  should,  as  far  as 
possible,  buy  their  pepper  whole  and  grind  it  themselves. — Pharm. 
'four.  {L0)id.),  June  14,  1873. 


BROMIDE  OF  ZINC. 

Richmond,  June  20th,  1873. 

Mr.  Editor. — I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  your  readers  to  the 
Bromide  of  Zinc  as  a  substance  promising  to  be  of  value  as  a  thera- 
peutic agent,  and  to  ask  a  trial  of  it  in  suitable  cases,  in  order  that 
its  true  value,  if  any,  may  be  determine']. 

I  was  led  some  weeks  ago,  by  theoretical  considerations,  to  con- 
clude that  this  would  probably  prove  a  useful  combination,  and  I 
therefore  requested  Mr.  J.  N.  Willis,  corner  4tli  and  Franklin  streets, 
to  undertake  the  preparation  of  it,  in  order  that  it  might  be  duly  sub- 
mitted to  trial.  I  was  led  to  this  conclusion  by  the  belief  that  the 
sedative  and  nervine  properties  of  the  bromides,  and  the  tonic  and 
antispasmodic  properties  of  the  preparations  of  zinc,  would  harmonize 
very  well  together,  and  by  the  knowledge  that  the  two  classes  of  pre- 
parations are  very  much  employed  in  the  same  category  of  diseases, 
viz.:  epilepsy,  chorea,  whooping  cough  and  other  spasmodic  and  ner- 
vous affections.  In  epilepsy,  for  instance,  Hammond  and  other 
writers  recommend  the  bromide  of  potassium  or  sodium  and  the  oxide 
of  zinc,  given  at  the  same  sime,  the  one  in  solution,  the  other  in  pill. 
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Now,  whj  should  not  the  bromine  and  the  zinc  be  combined  in  one 
and  the  same  compound^  so  as  to  obtain  the  same  object  (perhaps)  by 
one  prescription  which  has  hitherto  been  sought  by  two  ?  We  have 
the  bromide  of  iron,  the  iodide  of  iron,  the  iodide  of  zinc: — then  why 
not  the  bromide  of  zinc  ? 

Such  were  the  considerations  which  led  me  to  propose  the  bromide 
of  zinc  as  probably  (or  possibly)  a  useful  preparation.  Mr.  "Willis 
accordingly  prepared  some  by  a  process  similar  to  that  pursued  in 
the  preparation  of  the  other  articles  above  mentionetl,  viz.,  by  direct 
combination  of  the  elements  ;  and  the  resulting  compound  being 
deliquescent,  and  apparently  not  very  permanent  in  composition,  it 
was  deemed  best  to  protect  it  from  change  by  means  of  sugar  or  some 
other  agent.  Mr.  Willis  therefore  prepared  a  syrup  of  the  bromide  of 
zinc,  analogous  to  the  syrups  of  the  iodide  and  bromide  of  iron,  and 
of  the  strength  of  one  drachm  of  the  bromide  to  the  fluid-ounce  of 
syrup,  or  7^  grains  to  the  fluidrachm.  Supposing  that  glycerin  would 
answer  still  better  the  object  of  protecting  the  compound  from  change, 
he  also  prepared  a  glycerole,  of  the  same  strength. 

After  these  preparations  had  been  made,  I  was  informed  that  the 
bromide  of  zinc  was  enumerated  in  a  recent  price-list  of  a  New  York 
manufacturing  druggist ;  but  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  most 
recent  works  on  luateria  medica  and  therapeutics  accessible  to  me,  as 
well  as  of  the  files  of  five  different  medical  journals,  I  find  no  men- 
tion of  it ;  I  am  therefore  justified  in  inferring  that  it  is  at  least  not 
generally  known  to  the  profession. 

Theory  would  indicate  that  this  compound  would  (or  might)  prove 
UL-eful  in  various  diseases  in  which  a  tonic  and  antispasmodic  remedy 
is  required,  viz.:  epilepsy,  chorea,  hysteria,  neuralgia,  debility  with 
nervous  irritability,  sleeplessness,  etc.  I  regret,  however,  that  I  am 
as  yet  unable  to  furnish  any  clinical  proof  of  its  therapeutic  value 
from  my  own  experience,  no  case  having  recently  presented  itself 
which  I  thought  suitable  for  a  trial  of  it.  I  may  refer,  however,  to 
a  case  recently  under  treatment  in  the  hospital  of  the  Medical  Col- 
lege, in  which  it  was  used  with  apparent  benefit.  The  patient  was 
an  adult  female  laboring  under  hysteria,  with  singular  involuntary 
movements,  not  identical  with  those  of  chorea,  but  probably  akin  to 
them  in  nature,  for  which  she  had  been  subjected  to  various  treatment 
without  success.  Dr.  Taliaferro,  the  residenp  physician,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  Prof.  McGuire,  who  was  directing  the  treatment  of  the  case, 
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determined  to  make  trial  of  the  bromide  of  zinc,  and  accordingly  gave 
the  patient  15  drops  of  the  gli/cerole,  properly  diluted,  three  times  a 
day — which  dose  was  afterwards  increased  to  20  drops.  After  a  few 
days'  use  of  the  remedy,  the  patient  returned  to  her  home  in  the 
country,  where  she  continued  to  take  it,  and  I  learned  at  second  hand 
from  her  physician  there,  that  her  condition  is  very  much  improved. 
Whether,  and  to  what  extent,  the.  dose  may  have  been  increased,  I 
am  not  informed.  Of  course,  we  can  only  determine  by  repeated  and 
cautious  trials  what  dose  can  be  safely  tolerated,  and  what  quantity 
must  be  given  to  ensure  its  favorable  therapeutic  action.  To  obviate 
any  possible  irritating  effect  upon  the  alimentary  canal,  the  medicine 
ought  to  be  given  in  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water,  to  which,  if  desir- 
able, mucilage  and  aromatics  might  be  added. 

If  any  of  your  readers  should  decide  to  make  trial  of  the  remedy 
here  suggested  (which  can  now  be  obtained  of  several  of  our  apothe- 
caries), 1  hope  the  results,  whether  good  or  bad,  will  be  duly  commu- 
nicated for  the  general  information.         Yours  very  truly, 

L.  S.  JOYNES,  M.D. 
—  Virginia  Clinical  Record,  July,  1873. 


THE  DIRECT  SYNTHESIS  OF  AMMONIA.* 
By  W.  F.  Donki.v. 

The  action  of  induced  electricity  on  mixtures  of  certain  gases  has 
been  lately  shown  by  Sir  Benjamin  Brodief  to  yield  very  interesting 
results. 

An  obvious  application  of  his  method  was  to  treat  a  mixture  of  dry 
hydrogen  and  nitrogen  in  a  similar  manner  as  those  referred  to  above, 
with  the  view  of  effecting  the  synthesis  of  ammonia  ;  and  Sir  B.  Brodie 
kindly  allowed  me  the  use  of  his  apparatus  for  the  purpose  of  the  ex- 
periment, which  was  conducted  as  follows  : 

A  mixture  of  about  three  volumes  of  hydrogen  with  one  of  .nitro- 
gen in  a  bell-jar  over  water,  was  passed  through  two  tubes  containing 
pumice  moistened  with  alkaline  pyrogallate  and  sulphuric  acid  re- 
spectively, then  through  a  Siemens  induction-tube,  and  into  a  bulb 
containing  dilute  hydrochloric  acid.     The  whole  apparatus  being  first 

♦Read  before  the  Royal^  Society,  May  1.  1873  (Proceedings,  vol.  xxi,  p.  281). 
t  Proceedings  of  Royal  Soeiely,  April  3,  1873,  and  Pharm.  Jom-n.,  3d  8«riea, 
vol.  iii,  pp.  136,  156. 
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filled  with  pure  hydrogen,  about  half  ;i  litre  of  the  mixed  gases  was 
sent  through  the  apparatus,  the  induction-coil  not  being  in  action  ; 
the  bulb  containing  the  acid  was  then  removed  and  another  substi- 
tuted, containing  an  equal  volume  of  the  same  acid. 

About  half  a  litre  of  the  mixed  gases  was  now  passed  through  the 
apparatus,  submitting  them  to  the  action  of  the  electricity.  The 
contents  of  the  two  bulbs  were  next  transferred  to  two  test-tubes  ; 
and  after  adding  excess  of  potash  to  each,  Nessler's  test  was  applied. 
The  first  solution  gave  a  faint  yellow  coloration,  the  second  a  rather 
thick  reddish-brown  precipitate. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  estimate  the  quantity  of  ammonia  formed, 
■as  it  would  vary  with  many  of  the  conditions  of  the  experiment. 

Since  writing  the  account  of  the  above  experiment,  which  was  made 
in  Dr.  Odling's  laboratory  at  Oxford  on  March  24, 1  have  seen  in  the 
*' Comptes  llendus  "  for  April  22,  1873,  a  note  of  an  experiment  by 
Messrs.  Thenard  of  Pads,  in  which  they  observe  the  formation  of 
traces  of  ammonia  by  the  action  of  electricity  on  a  mixture  of  hydro- 
gen and  nitrogen  ;  but  no  details  of  the  mode  of  operating  are  given. 
— PJiann.  Joiirn.  and  Trans.,  London,  June  21,  1873. 


THE  PREPARATION  OF  GELATIN. 

In  the  ordinary  manner  of  making  light-colored  gelatin,  thin  skins, 
sinews,  cartilages  and  bones  are  employed,  which  must  be  treated 
with  muriatic  acid  and  lime  before  being  dissolved.  These  have  fur- 
nished a  good  article,  but  at  a  high  price.  The  expense  of  this  pro- 
cess therefore  induced  F.  Ilenze,  of  Berlin,  to  thoroughly  investigate 
the  subject  of  its  manufacture  in  the  hope  of  producing  an  equally 
good  article  at  a  lower  price.  The  material  employed  was  the  brown, 
or  almost  black,  glue  of  very  poor  quality,  which  is  a  by-product  in  a 
Berlin  neatsfoot  oil  manufactory,  and  which  sells  for  five  dollars  per 
hundred  weight.  This  substance  does  not  swell  up  in  cold  water  like 
glue,  but  forms  a  gummy  mass,  dissolving  as  a  thick,  syrupy  liquid, 
not  very  adhesive,  but  resembling  that  of  which  printers'  rollers  are 
made.  It  is  now  used  only  in  making  cardboard  and  as  a  dressing 
for  very  dark-colored  fabrics. 

lu  preparing  this  glue,  the  feet  are  first  freed  from  hoofs  and  the 
more  solid  bones  of  the  leg,  which  are  used  for  turning  into  buttons 
and  ornaments,  and  washed.     They  are  then  exposed  for  three  hours 

24 
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to  the  action  of  superheated  steam  under  a  pressure  of  two  atmos- 
pheres in  a  closed  vessel ;  and  after  standing  quietly  half  an  hour, 
the  liquid  is  drawn  off.  After  skimming  off  the  supernatant  grease, 
the  strong  ammoniacal  glue  solution  is  strained  and  evaporated  on  a 
steam  bath,  and  then  furnishes  the  before  mentioned  blackish  glue. 
When  perfectly  dry,  it  is  very  brittle  and  easily  rubbed  off  between 
the  fingers.  Attempts  to  bleach  it  have  yielded  unfavorable  results. 
It  shows  that  it  is  already  decomposed  and  is  no  longer  gluten,  or 
contains  only  very  little  of  it.  A  large  quantity  of  sulphurous  acid 
]»artially  bleaches  it,  but  to  employ  this  on  a  large  scale  would  involve 
many  technical  difficulties.  The  fragile  apparatus  for  making  sul- 
phurous acid  would  soon  be  broken  in  the  hands  of  the  workmen.  Sul- 
phite of  soda  could  be  dissolved  in  a  very  dilute  glue  solution,  and 
muriatic  acid  added  to  decompose  this  salt,  if  the  quantity  of  the  sul- 
phite of  soda  required  were  not  too  large ;  but  fifty  kilogrammes  of 
glue  would  require  at  least  2,500  grammes  sulphite  of  soda  and  2,250 
grammes  muriatic  acid.  The  salts  formed,  which  are  sulphate  of  soda 
and  chloride  of  sodium,  as  also  the  free  acid,  would  in  no  case  increase 
the  quality  of  glue,  but  on  the  contrary  would  render  it  utterly  use- 
less for  many  purposes  in  the  arts.  The  process  of  bleaching  Avith 
mineral  acids  would  also  destroy  the  iron  evaporating  pans,  so  that 
this  method  must  be  given  up  entirely. 

All  attempts  at  giving  to  the  glue,  when  finished,  the  color  desired 
having  failed,  no  other  course  remained  but  to  ascertain  the  cause  of 
its  becoming  so  dark-colored.  The  presence  of  sulphur  and  of  con- 
siderable quantities  of  ammoniacal  salts  in  the  glue  solution  was  too 
striking  to  escape  notice  very  long.  They  could  only  have  been 
caused  by  allowing  the  steam  to  act  too  long  and  too  violently,  where- 
by not  only  were  the  cartilages  and  gristle  converted  into  glue,  but 
the  hair  too  had  been  dissolved,  and  thus  caused  the  dark  color.  In 
order  to  reduce  the  decomposition  of  the  glue  and  formation  of  ammo- 
nia to  a  minimum,  the  process  may  be  varied  in  such  a  manner  ihat^ 
instead  of  drawing  ofl  the  contents  of  the  digester  once  at  the  end  of 
three  hours,  they  shall  be  drawn  off  hourly.  On  standing  a  little,  the 
grease  rises  to  the  top  and  can  be  skimmed  off,  and  then  a  quantity  of 
frcish  wood  charcoal  mixed  with  25  per  cent,  bone  black  is  put  into 
the  liquid  and  left  over  night  for  the  purpose  of  absorbing  ammonia 
and  other  impurities.  The  following  morning  it  is  heated  to  a  tem- 
perature at  which  gelatin  melts,  about  70°  to  H5°  Fahr.,  strained  and 
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evaporated  to  the  desired  consistency.  The  amount  of  charcoal  ne- 
cessary is  about  four  per  cent,  of  the  quantity  of  glue  in  solution. 
The  odor  given  off  by  evaporation  after  it  has  been  purified  with  char- 
coal is  quite  pleasant  and  resembles  that  of  bouillon  soup,  while  that 
given  oflF  by  the  former  method  is  one  of  the  most  disagreeable  smells 
that  ever  polluted  the  atmosphere. 

Glue  prepared  in  this  way  answers  all  the  requirements  of  a  first 
class  article.  Even  in  thick  layers  the  color  is  a  pale  wine  yellow, 
and  it  possesses  a  high  degree  of  elasticity.  It  has  neither  smell  nor 
taste  ;  and  being  always  prepared  from  fresh  material,  it  can  be  em- 
ployed for  all  the  purposes  of  so-called  gelatin. — Scientific  American, 
from  Dingier  s  Polytechn.  Journ. 


POISONING    BY    WILD     PARSNEP— [.Sr/(7ilf    LATIFOLIUM    OF 

GRAY]. 
By  C.  B.  White,  M.  D.,  U.  S.  A. 
On  April  24th,  1873,  I  was  called,  after  dark,  to   assist  E.  C,  a 
native  of  Belgium,  aged  forty-nine  years,  nearly  twenty-one  years  a 
resident   of  California,  who  was  suffering   from   the  effects  of  eacing 
less  than  one  ounce  (estimated)  of  the  fresh  root  of  the  wild  parsnep. 
Evidently  not   familiar  with   either  this  plant  or  with   the  taboose 
(a  highly  nutritious  and  harmless  tuber,  largely  used   by  our  Indians 
as   food),  he   had   taken   and  eaten  some  of  the  root  of  the  former, 
probably  mistaking  it  for  the  latter,  about  two  hours  and  a  half  be- 
fore I  saw  him.     On  my  arrival,  I  found  that  he  had  received  partial 
relief  from   vomiting   and   purging,   apparently  induced  by  the   root 
itself,  but  I  found  him  much  excited  and  very  prostrate  in  strength  ; 
pulse  44,  skin  cold  and  clammy,  pupils  somewhat  dilated,  respiration 
slow.     He  complained  of  great  dizziness,  lack  of  mental  power,  and 
loss   of  voluntary  motion,  headache,  sense   of  fear   of  death,  with   a 
decided   burning  feeling   along   the  alimentary  tract  (aesophagus  es- 
pecially), and  sense  of  swelling  and  flatness  about  the  bowels.     I  ex- 
amined  the  excreta  and  became  satisfied  that  most  of  the  root   had 
been  ejected,  and  at  once  gave  him  two  ounces  of  whiskey,  mixed  up 
with  a  raw  egg.    After  this  had  revived  him,  I  administered  morphige 
sulphas  gr.  \,  and  left  a  compound  ipecac  powder  for  later  use. 

Before  I  left  him  he  was  feeling  much  better  in  every  way,  the  skin 
was  warmer,  the  pulse  50,  the  respiration  and  appearance  of  the  eyes 
nearly  normal. 
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I  visited  him  the  next  day  and  found  that  lie  had  passed  a  good 
night,  but  was  very  weak  still  and  had  no  appetite;  he  complained 
also  of  a  sense  of  soreness  and  loss  of  power  in  his  limbs,  notably  in 
the  arms.      A  mild  tonic  restored  him. 

In  treating  him,  I  was  forcibly  reminded  of  the  action  of  Vera- 
trum  viride,  as  I  have  used  it  in  hospital  practice.  I  believe  the 
toxic  properties  of  the  wild  parsnep  to  closely  resemble  those  of  the 
American  hellebore. 

The  wild  parsnep  is  very  common  in  the  swamps  and  along  the 
water  courses  of  this  valley  (and  I  believe  it  to  be  not  uncommon  all 
over  the  Pacific  coast) ;  in  Spring-time  it  casts  oft"  tubers,  apparently 
to  propagate  itself,  and  before  grass  starts  in  the  Spring  it  is  fre- 
quently eaten  by  cattle,  causing  speedy  death. 

When  the  shoots  have  grown  up,  cattle  and  horses  eat  them  with 
apparent  impunity,  and  the  mixing  of  them  with  grass  cut  as  hay 
seems  to  have  no  injurious  result ;  but  the  root  seems  to  have  decided 
poisonous  properties  at  all  times.  I  saw  a  fine  cow  die  about  Sep- 
tember 1st,  last,  from  eating  it. 

In  appearance,  mode  of  growth,  odor  and  taste  it  resembles  its 
innocuous  congener,  except  that  its  tubers  are  usually  shorter  and 
rounder,  and  that  it  has  a  latent  pungent  flavor.  In  my  opinion,  it 
would  be  well  to  spread  a  knowledge  of  its  dangerous  properties,  so 
as  to  have  new-comers  made  aware  of  them. 

Oanifi  Imhpendence,  Owens  Valley,  t'al.,  May  1st,  1873. 

— Pacific  died,  and  Surg.  Journ.,  dune,  187o. 


ESSENCE  OF  ALAN-GILAN  ( YLANG-YLANii).      UNOXA  ODORA- 

TJSSIMA. 

By  H.  Gai,. 

In  a  paper  presented  to  the  French  Academy  the  author  has  re- 
corded the  results  of  an  investigation  of  the  principal  properties  of 
the  essence  which  for  tlie  last  few  years  has  been  known  in  commerce 
as  Ylang-ylang  or  Alan-gilan.  It  is  a  product  obtained  by  distilla- 
tion from  the  flower  of  the  Unona  odoratissima,  an  anonaccous  tree 
growing  in  the  Antilles  and  Jamaica. 

The  essence  has  a  density  of  0-980,  at  a  temperature  of  15°  C. 
A  column  fivo  centimetres  long  rotates  a  beam  of  polarized  light  14° 
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to  the  left.  It  passes  over  entirely  in  distillation  without  leaving 
any  carbonaceous  residue,  but  within  very  extended  limits  of  tem- 
perature, ebullition  commencing  at  about  160°  C,  and  the  tempera- 
ture continuing  to  rise  till  beyond  300°  C. 

The  essence  is  insoluble  in  water,  but  entirely  soluble  in  ether ; 
alcohol  only  partially  dissolves  it.  The  insoluble  portion  taken  up 
in  ether  appears  after  the  evaporation  of  that  solvent  as  a  semi-fluid, 
transparent  mass.  About  one-fourth  of  the  essence  yields  this  pro- 
duct. 

Nitric  acid  attacks  ylang-ylang  with  great  energy,  intense  vapors 
being  disengaged  in  the  cold,  and  by  the  addition  of  water  a  resin  is 
obtained  presenting  a  great  analogy  with  that  which  is  formed  by 
oxidation  of  benzoin  by  means  of  the  same  reagent.  Bisulphite  of 
sodium  is  without  action  upon  this  essence.  Potash,  on  the  contrarjr, 
yrhen  sufficiently  concentrated  and  used  at  a  suitable  temperature, 
gives  rise  to  a  kind  of  saponification.  If  the  alkaline  portion  be  re- 
moved, and  a  fresh  quantity  of  potash  added,  and  the  treatment  be 
repeated  until  the  essence  is  no  longer  attacked,  a  substance  is  left 
which  is  insoluble  in  water.  The  aqueous  portion,  upon  the  addition 
of  hydrochloric  acid,  deposits  a  solid  body  having  a  crystalline  aspect. 
This  dissolves  with  facility  in  boiling  water  ;  the  solution,  being  fil- 
tered to  separate  a  small  quantity  of  resinous  matter,  yields  upon 
cooling  white  pearly  plates.  This  body  melts  at  about  120°  C,  it  >. 
volatilizes  very  readily,  and  is  deposited  upon  the  cool  sides  of  the 
vessel  in  shining  needles,  and  boils  regularly  at  about  245°  C.  These 
are  the  physical  properties  of  benzoic  acid,  and  this  substance  has 
also  its  chemical  properties.  In  fact  if  a  small  quantity  be  heated 
in  presence  of  an  excess  of  lime,  an  oil  is  separated  which  is  insolu- 
ble in  water,  and  possesses  the  odor  and  properties  of  benzole. 
Treated  with  perchloride  of  phosphorus,  an  energetic  reaction  takes 
place,  and  the  piquant  and  characteristic  odor  of  chloride  of  benzole 
becomes  manifest.  A  few  drops  of  this  latter  body  with  alcohol 
yielded  benzoic  ether.  For  greater  certainty  M.  Gal  submitted  some 
of  this  acid  to  analysis.  0*276  of  matter,  ignited  by  means  of  oxide 
of  copper,  gave  0-126  of  water  and  0-G96  of  carbonic  acid. 
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It  is,  therefore,  quite  evident  that  the  acid  abstracted  from  the 
essence  by  saponification  is  none  other  than  benzoic  acid.  The  au- 
thor believes  this  to  be  the  first  essence  which  has  yielded  a  like  re- 
sult, that  compound  having  been,  hitherto,  only  met  with  in  balsams. 

The  part  insoluble  in  potash  was  distilled  with  water,  and  then 
separated  from  the  water  which  passed  over  with  it  into  the  receiver. 
After  drying  over  chloride  of  calcium,  this  oil  distilled  at  from  170° 
C.  to  300°  C,  very  nearly  as  the  natural  essence.  With  so  great  a 
range  of  temperature,  it  was  useless  to  expect  to  separate  from  this 
matter  definite  products  with  a  constant  boiling  point;  M.  Gal,  there- 
fore, attempted  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  these  bodies,  which  might 
be  supposed  to  consist  ef  carbides  of  hydrogen  analogous  to  those  so 
often  met  with  in  essences. 

The  product  was  treated  with  anhydrous  phosphoric  acid  ;  a  vigor- 
ous reaction  took  place,  and  a  liquid  was  collected  which  no  longer 
possessed  the  odor  of  the  essence.  Iodide  of  phosphorus  also  reacted 
upon  it  with  great  energy,  and  a  liquid  was  distilled  more  dense  than 
water,  and  possessing  a  piquant  odor.  These  reactions  showed  that  it 
was  an  oxygenated  substance — or  rather  a  mixture  of  oxygenated 
substances — resembling  the  alcohols  in  chemical  properties. 

M.  Gal  considers  it  probable  that  the  acid  referred  to  may  be  con- 
sidered as  forming  in  the  essence  benzoic  ethers  with  these  alcohols. 
On  the  one  hand,  the  acid  does  not  exist  in  the  essence  in  a  free  state  ; 
and  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  unable  to  obtain  any  alcohol  soluble 
in  water  by  distillation  of  the  essence  in  the  presence  of  potash. — 
Lond.  Fharm.  Journ.,  July  12,  from  Compter  liendu8,']\un.'  IG,  ISIS- 
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Domestic  Pepsin  — Messrs.  Editors. — I  see,  in  the  .lonrnal  of  May  22,*  an 
article  on  pepsin,  by  Dr.  lloskins,  of  Lowell.    I  think  his  remaik.s  will  do  good. 

I  am  using  wliat  I  call  domestic  pepsin,  consisting  of  the  inside  of  the  giz- 
zards of  chickens,  turkeys,  ducks  or  geese,  or  the  stomachs  of  calves  or  little 
pigs.  Dry  them  on  a  stove  in  a  plate,  and  then  bruise  them,  and  give  a  third 
of  a  teaspoonful  of  the  powder  in  syrup  a  few  minutes  before  eating.  Some 
country  people  dry  the  gizzard  itself  and  then  grate  it,  and  give  that  powder  in 
the  same  way  for  dyspepsia, 

•H'-f  American  .Journal  of  Pharmacy.  .Inly,  p.  322. 
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1  think  this  crude,  inelegant  domestic  pepsin  far  superior  to  pepsin  made 
from  macerated  pigs'  stomachs,  and  it  costs  the  poor  patient  next  to  notliing. 
I  direct  the  patient  to  obtain  and  dry  these  skins  and  braise  them. 

Portsmouth,  X.  H.  N.  L,  Foi,som,  M.  D. 

— Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour..  June  5,  1873. 

Oysters  and  their  Peculiar  Digestive  Property — Messrs.  Editors. — Re- 
cently, you  had  a  paper  from  me  about  pepsin.  While  trying  experiments  with 
it,  I  was  one  day  requested  by  one  of  our  most  experienced  physicians  to  digest 
two  oysters.  I  placed  them,  after  thorough  washing,  with  one  grain  of  Schef- 
fer's  pepsin,  four  drops  hydrochloric  acid,  and  one  ounce  of  water,  in  a  test 
tube,  and  submitted  to  a  temperature  of  100^  Fah.  At  the  expiration  of  two 
hours,  almost  perfect  solution  had  taken  place,  only  four  and  a  half  grains  re- 
maining on  the  filter,  and  the  residue  was  of  a  feculent  character. 

Thinking  over  this  result,  and  the  matter  of  eating  raw  oysters,  I  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  here  we  have  an  organized  being,  with  a  stomach,  etc., 
calculated  to  digest  infusoria — as  its  food — and  hence  possessing  a  gastric 
juice  ;  and  if  so,  what  should  hinder  that  gastric  juice  from  digesting  even  the 
oyster  itself,  if  submitted  to  the  proper  condition. 

With  oysters,  as  bought  by  the  quart,  there  is  so  much  liquor.  On  boiling  a 
little  of  this  liquor  it  coagulated,  indicating  so  much  coagulable  albumen.  I 
took  another  portion  of  two  drachms  of  this  liquor,  one  drop  of  hydrochloric 
acid,  and  submitted  to  100^  Fah.  for  two  hours.  It  remained  perfectly  clear, 
and,  on  boiling  a  half  ol  it,  there  was  no  coagulation,  and,  applying  Fehling's 
test,  there  was  the  beautiful  purple  color  produced,  the  whole  indicating  that 
there  was  in  the  liquor  a  natural  element  to  produce  the  result.  This  experi- 
ment I  have  tried  repeatedly;  and,  to  make  the  matter  still  more  conclusive,  I 
placed  one  ounce  of  the  filtered  liquor  in  a  flask,  added  to  it  120  grains  of 
thoroughly  washed  and  wiped,  solid  part  of  an  oyster,  and  five  drops  hydro- 
chloric acid,  and  submitted  to  100^  Fah.  for  seven  hours.  On  filtering,  I  had 
only  seventeen  grains  of  solid  matter  left,  thus  showing  that  103  grains  of  the 
.solid  oyster  had  been  digested  in  one  ounce  of  the  liquor. 

These  facts  are,  I  think,  extremely  interesting,  and  though  my  medical  bre- 
thren have,  with  me,  ordered  patients,  on  recovering  from  exhausting  disease, 
oysters  as  a  part  of  the  diet,  and  many  have  done  it  empirically,  it  has,  after 
all,  been  done  under  strictly  chemico-physiological  principles,  without  our 
knowing  it.  Very  truly  yours, 

Lowell,  May,  1873.  K.  H.  Hoskins. 

—Ibid. 


On  Dextrin — M.  Musculus. — The  author  has  transformed  glucose  into  dex- 
trin by  a  modification  of  the  ordinary  process  of  etherification.  Glucose,  pre- 
viously dissolved  in  its  water  of  crystallization  and  cooled,  was  dissolved  in 
concentrated  sulphuric  acid.  Then,  in  piece  of  heating,  he  added  alcohol  of 
9.5  per  cent.  When  all  was  dissolved,  he  filtered  the  solution,  and  set  it  aside 
in  a  cool  place  in  a  well  stoppered  flask.  A  light  precipitate  appeared  on  the 
next  day,  and  continued  forming  for  about  three  weeks.     This  precipitate,  on 
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being  feparated,  washed  and  dried,  diirered  from  starch  dextrin  only  in  ite  rota- 
tory power,  which,  although  nearly  double  that  of  glucose,  is  still  below  that  ot 
the  natural  product. — Amer.  Chrm.,  May, from  Bull,  de  la  Soc.  Clum. 


Detection  of  Adulteration  in  Coffee. — J.  Miiller. — In  order  to  ascertain 
whether  ground  coffee  has  been  mixed  with  either  roasted  corn  or  amylaceous 
substances  senerally.  it  is  only  necessary  to  treat  the  powder,  first  with  dilute 
caustic  potassa,  and,  after  filtruiion  and  addition  of  a  large  quantity  of  pure 
water,  a  solution  of  iodine  is  added,  whereby  the  starch  is  detected. —  Chem. 
Xews,  May  30, from   Dingl.  Polyt.  Journ. 


Estimation  of  Arid  in  Fatty  Oils. — M.  Uurstyn. — The  oils  are  well  mixed 
with  twice  their  bulk  of  strong  alcohoj,  90  per  cent,  at  the  least ;  this  dissolves 
the  acids  which  may  be  present  in  the  oils,  while  hardly  any  of  the  latter  are 
taken  up.  The  alcoholic  solution  can  be  readily  neutralized  with  a  caustic 
soda  solution  of  known  strength.  It  is  best  to  take  100  c.  c.  of  the  oil  to  be 
tested,  to  which  an  equal  bulk  of  alcohol  is  added,  care  being  taken  to  mix  the 
fluids  thoroughly.  After  some  time  the  alcohol  floats  on  the  oil,  and  20  c.c.  of 
the  former  fluid  should  then  be  taken  for  titration.  100  c.c.  of  good  machinery 
oil  should  not  require  more  than  from  0*04  to  14  c.c.  of  normal  caustic  soda 
'solution  for  neutralization. — Jbid. 


Distribution  of  Potassa  and  Soda  in  Plants. — E.  Peligot. — The  author  has 
endeavored  to  determine  whether  a  plant,  watered  during  the  entire  period  of 
its  growth  with  water  holding  in  solution  common  salt  and  nitrate  of  soda,  ab- 
Borbs  a  certain  quantity  of  soda;  and  whether  it  takes  from  the  soil  other  ele- 
ments from  plants  of  the  same  species  cultivated  under  identical  circumstances, 
but  watered — some  with  common  water  and  others  with  potassic  and  mafjntsian 
solutions  ?  The  tabulated  observations  show  that  the  common  salt,  and  the 
nitrate  of  soda  have  been  totally  left  by  the  jilaiits  ;  none  of  the  ashes  contained 
soda.  Nitrate  of  soda  acts  only  in  consequence  of  the  acid  it  contains  which 
probably  combines  by  double  decomposition  with  potassa  or  lime. — Ibid..  May 
23,  front  Compt.  rend. 


The  Dose  of  Carbolic  Acid.—1U:  W.  G.  Cotton,  East  Bethlehem,  Washing, 
ton  Co..  Pa. — The  following  case  is  of  interest,  as  showing  that  we  may  yet  be 
unacquainted  with  what  should  be  the  proper  dose  of  carbolic  acid  in  some  in- 
stances. Mrs  Moflitt,  aped  70,  was  suffering  from  diarrhoea,  for  the  relief  of 
which  she  requested  her  husband  to  pour  out  twenty-four  drops  of  laudanum. 
Be  by  mistake  gave  her  that  amount  of  crude  carbolic  acid.  It  "  burnt"  tho 
tnucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  and  throat  consideraljly,  and  produced  a  mod- 
erate amount  of  nervous  prostration,  which  did  not  last  long.  She  at  once  waa 
aware  there  had  been  a  mistake  made,  but  thought  the  drug  taken  was  "  pain- 
killer." Id  about  an  hour  afterwards  the  discovery  was  made  that  carbolic  acid 
bad  been  taken,  and  milk  was  then  freely  used  as  an  antidote.  The  evil  which 
resulted  waa  immediate,  but  immaterial,  and  the  good  accomplished  was  the 
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relief  of  the  diarrhcea,  I  would  not  recommend  twenty-four  drops  as  a  proper 
dose  of  this  fluid,  but  have  an  idea  that  one  drop  is  rather  homceopathic. — Med. 
Times,  June  21, 1873. 
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A  stated  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  was  held  June 
30th.     24  members  present.     Wm.  Procter,  Jr.,  YicePresieent.  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  annual  meeting  were  read  and  adopted.  The  minutes  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  were  also  read  for  information  by  Wm.  C.  Bakes,  Sec- 
retary. They  inform  lis  of  the  election  of  the  following  gentlemen  to  member- 
ship in  the  College,  viz  ,  James  P.  "Wood,  James.  A.  Parker,  J.  A.  Schiedt.  G« 
Henry  Kille,  B.  L.  Smedley,  Chas.  Schnabel,  (t.  W.  Carpenter,  Fr.  Romberg 
and  J.  Buckman. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  to  endeavor  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  the  "  Drug  Law,"  reported,  through  James  T.  Shinn,  that  they  had 
prepared  a  remonstrance  to  be  sent  to  the  Legislature  at  Harrisburg,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  defeat  of  the  measure,  they  found  it  unnecessary  to  proceed 
further  in  the  matter. 

Thomas  S.  Wiegand,  Chairman  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Committee,  reported 
that  the  remaining  scrip  of  the  College  had  been  all  paid  oil",  in  accordance 
with  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  meeting. 

A  letter  from  W.  Erasmus,  of  Biga,  Russia,  to  the  President  of  the  College 
was  read.  It  informs  that  the  President  of  the  Riga  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
M.  Carl  Frederking.  will,  on  the  16th  of  July,  celebrate  the  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  his  connection  with  Pharmacy. 

On  motion,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Professor  John  M.  Maisch,  Alfred  B. 
Taylor  and  James  T.  Shinn,  was  appointed  to  prepare  and  transmit  a  letter  of 
congratulation  to  our  honorary  member  on  this  interesting  anniversary. 

Thomas  S.  Wiegand,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on  deceased  members,  pre- 
sented  the  followini:  report: 

On  May  2Gth,  1872,  Lleweli.yx  S.  Haskell,  an  associate  member  of  this 
College,  died  at  Santa  Barbara,  in  the  57th  year  of  his  age.  He  had  been  en- 
gaged in  the  drug  business  in  his  native  State  (Maine),  and  removed  to  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  was  employed  by  W.  &  L.  Krumbhaar,  ant!  upon  their 
retirement  from  business,  entered  into  partnership  with  the  late  Jos.  Reakirt^ 
in  conducting  the  wholesale  drug  business,  on  the  premises  formerly  occupied 
by  the  Krambhaar's  ;  about  eight  years  after  he  removed  to  New  York,  where 
he  was  still  interested  in  the  drug  business  for  several  years.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  activity,  fluent  in  conversation,  and  of  easy  address  ;  he  was  well  in- 
formed on  matters  relating  to  the  drug  business,  having  paid  especial  attention 
to  chemical  studies,  both  in  business  and  in  the  laboratory  of  Professors  Booth 
and  Boyc. 

Mr.  Haskell's  health  had  been  delicate  for  a  number  of  years  previous  to  his 
death^  and  it  was  in  hopes  of  recovery  that  the  last  journey  he  made  was  un- 
dertaken. 
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In  private  life  he  was  pure  and  loving,  and  many  friends  will  long  lament  his 
deatii. 

The  report  was  accepted,  luid  directed  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Publication  Committee. 

Prof.  J.  M.  Maisch  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  College  the  death  of  Prof- 
Liebig.  of  Munich,  and  l>r.  Casselmann,  of  St.  Petersburg.  A.  B.  Taylor  also 
mentioned  the  decease  of  Richard  W.  Test,  of  Camden.  X.J..  which  event  had 
just  transpired. 

Prof.  Maisch  presented  to  the  College  from  Mr.  Lochman,  of  Carlisle,  a  new 
cork-presser,  operated  upon  a  new  principle,  which  was  accepted,  and  submit" 
ted  to  the  inspection  of  the  members. 

Prof.  Maisch  also  presented  from  Mr.  Wilder  a  valuable  collection  of  Swed- 
ish mosses. 

Dr.  Robert  Bridges,  on  behalf  of  the  widow  of  Dr.  R.  E.  Griffith,  presented 
for  the  use  of  the  Library  a  list  of  the  books  she  had  previously  given  to  the 
College,  and  which  had  been  the  property  of  her  late  husband.  The  catalogue 
embraced  a  number  of  valuable  works. 

On  motion  of  J.  P.  Remington  the  books  were  accepted,  and  the  thanks  of 
the  College  were  directed  to  be  presented  to  Mrs.  Griffith.  The  Library  Com- 
mittee was  directed  to  label  each  of  the  volumes  presented  as  being  a  donation 
from  Prof.  Griffith's  library. 

An  election  for  delegates  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  American  Pharma- 
ceutical Association,  at  Richmond,  Va.,  in  September  ne.\t,  resulted  in  the 
choice  of  Prof.  Wm.  Procter,  Jr.,  Charles  Bullock,  Joseph  P.  Remington,  S. 
Mason  McCoIlin  and  William  Mclntyre.  At  the  same  time  an  election  for 
delegates  to  attend  the  convention  of  the  teaching  colleges,  was  held.  Pro- 
fessors Robert  Bridges,  Wm.  Procter,  Jr.,  and  John  M.  Maisch  were  chosen, 
with  power  to  fill  all  vacancies  that  may  occur. 

Then  on  motion  adjourned. 

Wir.i.iAM  J.  .rK.\ic.>5,  Secretary. 


l^ariMCfutital  dl^ollcgcs  anii  glssotiations. 


PHii.ADKi.niiA  CoM.EOK  OF  PiiARMAcv. — The  Board  of  Trustees  have  lately 
modified  the  rcfiuirements  for  graduation,  as  will  be  observed  from  the  adver- 
tisement of  this  School  upon  another  page.  Hereafter^  persons  will  not  be 
eligible  for  the  diploma  of  Grdduate  in  Fhannarii  unless  they  have  served 
their  apprenticeship  in  a  store  or  stores  where  prescriptions  are  compounded. 
Persons  apprenticed  to  wholesale  druggists  or  manufacturers  may,  after  the 
usual  examinations,  obtain  a  Certificate  of  Proficiency  in  Materia  Medica  and 
Chemistry,  and,  after  a  subsequent  service  of  two  years  in  a  prescription  store, 
and  the  successful  passing  of  an  e.vuminalion  in  theoretical  and  practical  phar- 
macy, will  then  receive  the  Dijiloma  of  the  College.  We  understand  that 
matriculants  of  the  College  of  former  years  will  be  permitted,  until  the  spring 
of  1874,  K)  compete  for  the  diploma  of  graduate,  under  the  old  regulations. 
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Maryland  Coi.i-KnE  of  PnARMAcy. — At  the  stated  meeting:,  lield  on  the  10th 
of  July,  the  semi-annual  election  of  officers  resulted  in  the  elec^tion  of  John  F. 
Hancoclc  President,  and  the  re-election  of  Fxiwin  Eareckson  Secretary,  J. 
Brown  Baxley  Treasurer,  and  Louis  Dohme  one  of  the  Examiners. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  delegates  to  represent  the  College  at 
the  meeting  of  the  American  Pliarmaceulical  Association,  to  meet  at  Rich- 
mond, in  September.  L.  Dohme,  N.  Ilynson  Jennings.  J.  Harry  Hancock, 
AVm.  Silver  Thompson,  and  J.  F.  Hancock;  alternates  F.  Hassencanip,  A.  P. 
Sharp,  Wm.  H.  Osbourn,  J.  Newport  Potts  and  A.  N.  Marion. 

Messrs,  J.  Faris  Moore,  Louis  Dohme,  Wm.  Silver  Thompson,  Joseph  Rob- 
erts and  A.  P.  Sharp  were  elected  delegates  to  the  Conference  of  Colleges,  to 
be  held  at  the  same  time  and  place. 


The  Louisvii.i.e  Colle(;e  of  Piiarmaiy  has  changed  the  requirements  for 
graduation  so  that  applicants  for  the  diploma  of  this  College  must  have  served 
an  apprenticeship  of  four  years  in  a  prescription  store,  or  of  not  less  than  two 
years  in  a  prescription  store,  and  of  two  years  to  the  wholesale  drug  business. 

The  recent  action  of  the  Louisville  and  of  the  Philadelphia  Colleges  har- 
monizes to  a  greater  extent  than  was  the  case  heretofore,  the  qualification  of 
■experience,  a.s,  required  by  the  teaching, Colleges  of  Pharmacy,  that  of  New 
York  having  made  a  similar  change  some  months  since. 


Chicago  College  of  Pharmacy. — At  the  meeting  held  June  11th  the  fol- 
lowing members  were  elected  delegates  to  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association  and  to  the  Convention  of  the  Teaching 
Colleges  of  Pharmacy:  Thomas  N.  Jamieson,  Albert  Yj.  Ebert,  George  Buck, 
E.  H.  Sargent  and  Theo.  H.  Patterson. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  was  empowered  to  co-operate  with  any  movement 
that  may  be  made  for  holding  a  Convention  of  Pharmacists  of  the  Northwest 
during  the  October  exposition  in  Chicago. 

After  the  consideration  and  adoption  of  some  changes  in  the  By-Laws,  Mr. 
E.  H.  Sargent,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  the  Attfield  Testimonial,  pre- 
sented to  the  College  an  oil  painting  of  Professor  J.  Attfield.  who,  the  chair- 
man said,  "  stands  to  us  as  the  representative  of  that  noble  band  of  English 
pharmacists  who  so  generously  and  promptly  came  to  our  aid  in  the  time  of 
our  great  adversity."  The  portrait  was  received  by  the  President  of  the  Col- 
lege, Mr.  Thos.  Whitfield,  and  then  directed  to  be  placed  on  exhibition,  with  a 
suitable  inscription,  in  the  Chicago  Art  Gallery; 


•  St  Clair  PnARMArEuxiCAL  Association  of  Southern-  Illinois. — AVe  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  the  Statutes  of  this  Association,  which 
was  organi;;ed  April  23d  last,  and  incorporated  May  20th.  The  following  is 
stated  to  be  the  object  of  the  Association  : 

The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  to  unite  all  Practical  Pharmaceutists 
of  Southern  Illinois  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interest,  the  develop- 
ment, the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Science  and  Art,  and 
also  of  improving,  elevating  and  protecting  our  professional  standing  in  public 
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life.  It  shall  be  furthermore  the  future  aim  of  this  Association  to  erect  a 
School  of  Pharmacy  for  the  Southern  part  of  this  .State,  at  the  city  of  Belle- 
ville, a.<  soon  88  possible  and  practicable,  in  order  to  educate  therein  theoreti- 
cally and  practically  studied  Pharmaceutists,  so  that  our  worthy  profession  may 
derive  honor,  and  the  medical  faculty  as  well  as  the  public  in  general  may  re- 
ceive benefit  by  it. 

We  sincerely  wish  good  success  to  every  pharmaceutical  association  devoting 
its  energies  to  the  welfare  and  progress  of  pharmacy,  but  w^  trust  that  our 
friends  of  Southern  Illinois  will  well  weigh  the  apparent  necessities  before  they 
attempt  to  carry  out  thoir  aim  to  establish  a  School  of  Pharmacy.  Pharma- 
ceutical education  in  the  United  States  knows  no  geographical  limits,  and  is 
not  confined  by  narrow  State  boundaries  ;  an  indetinite  multiplication  of  phar- 
maceutical schools  could,  in  our  opinion,  be  hardly  otherwise  than  unfortunate 
in  its  results.  Belleville,  we  believe,  is  distant  but  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from 
St.  Louis,  where,  for  a  number  of  years,  a  college  of  pharmacy  has  been  strug- 
gling for  a  foothold,  which  it  now  seems  to  have  gained,  and  will  doubtless 
maintain  if  it  receives  the  hearty  support  of  all  those  pharmacists  of  St.  Louis 
and  vicinity  who  acknowledge  the  value  of  pharmaceutical  education. 


Phakmackith  Ai,  SoriKTY  o*-  Paris. — At  the  meeting  held  May  7th,  a  paper 
by  Mr.  Carles.  On  a  New  Variety  of  Opium,*  was  read  and  discussed.  Mr. 
Boudct  spoke  of  a  paper  by  Mr.  Chautard,  read  before  the  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine. On  the  Spectrum  of  Chlorophyll.  Mr.  Buignet  stated  the  principal 
results  to  be  as  follows  :  A  solution  of  chlorophyll  shows  in  the  spectrum 
between  the  red  and  orange  a  large  absorption  band  ;  with  the  micrometer  "of 
the  field  divided  into  100  parts  and  its  position  regulated  so  that  the  sodium 
line,  D,  corresponds  with  40,  the  black  band  occupies  the  space  between  the 
points  22  and  30.  If  to  the  chlorophyll  solution  a  small  quantity  of  caustic 
potassa  or  soda  is  added,  the  central  portion  of  the  band  acc|uires  its  lumin- 
osity, so  that  two  dark  lines  are  now  perceived,  corresponding  to  the  extreme 
edges  of  the  primitive  band,  and  consequently  situated  at  22  and  30  of  the 
micrometer. 

A  re|)ort  by  Messrs.  Mialhe,  Lefort  and  Latour,  on  iodized  tar  water  and 
syrup,  recommended  by  Mr.  Bretet.  of  Cusset,  was  read  ;  the  iodine  it  appears 
is  partly  taken  up  to  form  substitution  compounds  with  the  constituents  of  the 
tar.  a  portion  being  converted  into  hydriodic  acid. 

Mr.  (Jras^si  exhibited  eeresin  (see  page  11  of  our  January  number).  Mr. 
Guichard  spoke  of  the  crystallized  benzoic  acid  exhibited  by  him  before  (see 
June  number  p.  282),  some  crystals  weighing  0"  grams  and  having  the  crys- 
talline form  of  gypsum  ;  he  was  unable  to  crystallize  ordinary  benzoic  acid  in 
any  other  form  except  the  well  known  small  plates. 

Mr.  Latour  presented  specimens  of  fused  nitrate  of  zinc  and  of  caustic 
pencils  made  from  it.  The  concentrated  solution,  a  paste  made  from  it  with 
wheat  flour,  mi.xtures  of  the  nitrate  and  chloride  of  zinc  and  the  pencils  havfc 
been  used  as  caastics  in  the  Ilutel-Dieu  at  Lyons. 

Mr.  Rouchcr  recommends   the  addition  of  a  little   glycerin   to   plasters,  to 

•  .See  Amtric.in  ,iournn!  of  I'h;irniu'  y.  July,  page  ?M. 
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prevent  then;   from   breaUinir  too   readily.     Mr.   Desnoi.v  said  thtit  the  same 
result  is  obtained  if  the  glycerin  is  not  washed  out  of  the  lead  plaster. 

At  the  meeting  held  June  4th  Mr.  Stan.  Martin  exhibited  Persian  opium  iii 
sticks,  from  which,  by  the  ordinary  processes,  no  morphia  could  be  obtained  ; 
also  a  sample  of  kino  from  Soudan  which  is  unknown  in  Europe.  When  ex- 
amined by  the  microscope  it  docs  not  appear  to  have  been  subjected  to  any 
particular  manipulation  ;  water  dissolves  80  per  cent  of  it  ;  its  low  price  recom" 
mends  it  for  use  in  the  arts. 

Mr.  Cosselet,  Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern 
France,  communicated  by  letter  a  decision  by  the  court  of  Douai,  that  cod- 
liver  oil  is  to  be  regarded  as  an  aliment,  and  may  be  sold  by  grocers.  Some 
■questions  submitted  by  the  district  attorney  were  discussed,  and  by  the  Society 
of  Paris  unanimously  decided  as  follows  :  Cod-liver  oil  is  a  simple  drug  and  a 
true  medicine,  and  .«hould  not  be  sold  in  medicinal  quantities  by  druggists  or 
grocers  ;  there  is  a  distinction  to  be  made  between  the  oil  prepared  according 
to  the  pharmacopoeia  by  a  particular  process  for  internal  use,  and  that  used  by 
tanners,  which  is  usually  more  or  less  impure  fish  oil. 

Mr.  L.  Soubeiran  communicated  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  J.  E.  Howard, 
informing  that  he  had  planted  in  the  open  air  near  Cotteuham  several  speci- 
mens of  Cinchona  calisaya,  which  are  thriving  well ;  he  adds  that  Professor 
Baillon  has  had  a  similar  experience  this  year  near  Paris. 

Mr.  Planchon,  iu  behalf  of  Prof.  FlLickiger,  presented  a  detailed  inventory 
of  a  pharmacy  at  Dijon  from  the  year  1439.  It  is  a  curious  document,  and 
valuable  for  the  history  of  pharmacy. 

Mr.  Toselli,  by  invitation,  exhibited  his  apparatus  for  making  ice,  and  pro- 
duced in  five  minutes  a  block  weighing  .500  grams,  using  nitrate  of  ammonium 
by  dissolving  it  in  water,  as  the  source  of  cold.  Mr.  Poggiale  regards  the 
apparatus  as  very  ingenious,  but  believes  that  of  Mr.  Carre  preferable,  because 
it  does  not  require  the  transportation  of  material  at  an  elevated  price  for  the 
production  of  the  ice. 

Mr.  Mayet  read  a  note  on  the  preparation  of  antiscorbutic  syrup  from  a  tluid 
extract;  this  created  considerable  discussion  in  favor  of  and  in  opposition  to 
the  proposed  change.  It  appears  that  the  fluid  extracts  and  concentruted 
tinctures  now  met  with  in  French  commerce  are  often  worthless  preparations  ; 
Mr.  Mayet  therefore  proposes  to  critically  experiment  with  the  processes. 

Mr.  Boudet  reported  that  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  on  behalf  of 
the  Minii^ter  of  War.  had  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Academy  of  Medicin, 
requesting  an  opinion  on  the  fusion  of  military  medicin  and  pharmacy,  on  the 
subordination  of  the  latter  to  the  former,  or  on  maintaining  their  present  rela- 
tions. The  Academy  has  appointed  a  committee  of  nine,  only  three  of  which 
number,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  regrets  to  hear,  are  pharmacists,  while  six 
are  physicians.  Mr.  Poggiale,  a  member  of  the  committee,  believes  that  the 
Academy  will  decide  in  favor  of  the  present  status. 


Thb  Ge.nkral  Pharmaceutical  Association  of  Bki^gium  met  in  the  free 
university  of  Brussels,  May  4th  last.  The  principal  business  transacted  was 
^he  consideratioB  of  the  amended  constitution  ;  as  adopted  every  member  has 
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the  right  to  vote,  personally  if  present,  or  by  proxy  if  abf^ent.  The  officers 
were  re-elected  as  follows  :  Victor  Ptxstinicr,  President ;  De  Bauque,  N.  Gille,. 
Van  liastelair  and  Van  Pelt,  Vice-Presidents;  K.  Vuude  Vyvere,  Secretary) 
and  Vanden  Heuvel,  Assistant  Secretary. 


(Ebitovial  JDcpavtincut. 


The  Twkntv-First  Anxiai,  Meeting  ok  the  American  Piiarma*ecticai> 
Association  will  convene  at  the  Virginia  Opera  House  (formerly  Virginia 
Hall),  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  on  Tuesday,  the  16th  day  of  September,  at  'i 
o'clock  P.M.  The  following  arrangements  have  been  made  for  visiting  mem- 
bers :  those  from  the  Eastern  cities  will  leave  Baltimore  on  Monday,  the  1.5th 
of  September,  at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  by  the  York  river  line  of  steamers,  the  trains 
leaving  New  York  at  9  A.M.  and  Philadelphia  at  12.1.0  M.,  making  close  con- 
nections. The  steamers  will  reach  West  Point  at  8.30  A.M.  on  Tuesday,  the 
party  arriving  in  Richmond  at  11  o'clock  the  same  morning.  A  reduction  of 
fare  from  Baltimore  has  been  secured  ;  but  the  members  are  requested  to  in. 
form  Mr.  J.  F.  Hancock,  corner  of  Baltimore  and  Caroline  streets,  Baltimore, 
in  advance,  of  the  number  of  berths  required,  and  the  time  of  their  arrival  in 
that  city.  No  other  reduction  of  the  fare  could  be  secured  by  the  Permanent 
Secretary  for  the  Kastern  members. 

The  following  e.xcursion  has  been  arranged  for  the  Western  members  :  they 
will  leave  Cincinnati  on  Friday,  September  I'ith,  at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  for  Hunt- 
ington, by  steamer,  arriving  there  the  ne.xt  morning  at  9  o'clock ;  thence  by 
rail  to  White  Sulphur  Springs,  where  they  will  spend  Sunday,  leaving  again 
Monday  morning  and  arriving  at  Richmond  at  . 5  P.M.  the  same  day.  Fare 
from  Cincinnati  to  Richmond,  $17.  Members  and  their  families  going  by  this 
route,  are  requested  to  give  timely  information  to  Prof.  J.  F.  Judge,  corner  of 
Court  and  Cutter  streets,  Cincinnati.  They  will  be  passed  back  over  the  samo 
route/ree  of  cliarfje  upon  presenting  a  certifuiale  from  the  .Secretary. 

The  hcadcpiarters  of  the  members  at  Richmond  will  be  at  the  "  E.\change 
Hotel  and  Ballard  House,"  where  ample  accommodations  and  a  reduction  from 
the  regular  charges  have  been  secured. 

An  e.xcursion  of  the  members  to  Petersburg,  Va.,  has  been  proposed  for  one 
afternoon,  and  a  visit  to  Mount  Vernon  after  the  final  adjournment  of  the 
Association.  Members  intending  to  participate  are  requested  to  inform  the 
Secretary,  after  their  arrival  in  Richmond,  of  the  number  of  tickets  required, 
when  the  expenses  of  each  trij)  will  be  made  known. 

Goods  intended  for  exhibition  should  reach  Richmond  on  Monday,  and  be 
sent  free  of  charge,  directed  to  the  As8oci*tion,  at  the  Virginia  Opera  House, 
notice  being  given  to  the  Secretary  stating  the  space  required. 


The  Ge.nekai-  Index  to  the  A.merican  Journal  of  Phar-macv,  we  are  glad 
to  observe,  meets  with  that  appreciation  which  it  deserves  for  its  elaborateness. 


""^0^  1^87*"* }  Editorial.  383 

Among  the  letters  which  we  have  received  about  Mr.  Wilder's  work,  we  pub- 
lish the  following-,  from  Mr.  Henry  C.  Morse,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  not  merely  be- 
cause it  deservedly  praises  the  book  in  (juestion,  but  because  it  contains  a  sug- 
i-estion  which  is  worthy  of  adoption  by  all  who  occasionally  or  often  may  have 
to  consult  the  later  volumes  of  the  •'  Journal."     Mr.  Morse  says  : 

1  have  made  a  very  careful  examination  of  its  contents,  and  find  it,  without 
any  exception,  the  most  complete  and  thorough  as  to  matter  and  most  perfect 
as  to  arrangement  of  any  work  of  like  nature  that  has  come  under  my  obser- 
vation, exhibiting  a  very  large  amount  of  careful,  patient  and  exceedingly  hard 
work. 

Allow  me  to  suggest  that  subscribers  may  continue  the  work  in  all  its  per- 
fection by  having  a  blank  leaf  placed  between  each  two  leaves  of  the  printed 
book  when  Vj.ound.  and  make  additions  with  pen  and  ink  as  each  new  volume  is 
issued.  By  so  doing,  each  subscriber  will  virtually  have  the  "General  Index "^ 
always  complete  to  the  present  time. 


Aromatic  Spirit  ok  Ammonia. — A  correspondent  has  met  with  difficulties  in 
making  this  preparation,  as  he  thinks,  strictly  according  to  the  Pharmacopoeia. 
At  one  time  he  observed  in  the  bottle  used  for  the  purpose,  a  thick  sediment  about 
an  inch  in  depth ;  at  another  time  the  .sediment  was  only  about  J^  inch  in  thick- 
ness, and  when  he  made  the  spirit  a  third  time  there  was  no  precipitate  what- 
ever. 

The  tracslucent  officinal  carbonate  of  ammonium  may  be  regarded  as  sesqui- 
carbonate  of  ammonium,  or  as  a  chemical  combination  between  the  mono-  and 
bicarbonates  of  ammonium.  The  sesquicarbonate  is  insoluble  in  alcohol,  by 
which  liquid  it  is  decomposed  into  monocarbonate,  which  dissolves,  and  bicar- 
bonate, which  precipitates.  The  addition  of  ammonia  water,  as  directed  by 
the  Pharmacopoeia,  converts  this  insoluble  bicarbonate  into  soluble  monocar- 
bonate ;  hence,  if  the  amHiouia  water  used  is  weaker  than  the  officinal,  the- 
quantity  directed  is  insufficient  to  dissolve  all  the  bicarbonate,  and  conse- 
quently leaves  a  sediment. 

On  exposing  the  officinal  translucent  sesquicarbonate  to  the  atmosphere,  it 
becomes  opaque,  white,  and  finally  pulverulent,  at  the  same  time  becoming 
much  weaker  in  odor  :  monocarbonate  of  ammonium  has  been  lost  by  evapora- 
tion, and  bicarbonate  is  left  behind,  which,  to  be  converted  into  soluble  (in 
alcohol)  m  nocarbonate,  requires  a  much  larger  amount  of  ammonia  water  than 
is  needed  for  the  same  purpose  by  the  officinal  salt. 

The  causes  of  failure  in  making  this  preparation  are,  therefore,  an  ammonia 
water  weaker  than  the  officinal,  and  (2)  an  opa()ue  or  effloresced  carbonate  of 
ammonium.  If  the  material  employed  is  strictly  that  directed  by  the  Pharma- 
coooeia,  no  sediment  will  occur. 


Collision  betwek.x  Physicians  and  Pharmacists — We  have  on  several 
occasions  referred  to  a  species  of  fraud,  the  result  of  a  compact  between  phy- 
sician and  pharmacist,  of  which  of  course  the  patient  is  the  intended  victim, 
and  which  is  consummated  by  the  former  writing  his  prescriptions  in  a  manner 
that  they  can  be  deciphered  only  by  the  second  party  of  the  understanding. 
The   following,  which  is  taken  from   a   correspondence  placed  at  our  disposal, 
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furnishes  another  illustration  of  the  manner  in  which   this  arrangement  is  car- 
ried out. 

Two  prescriptions  were  received  by  a  friend  of  ours,  as  follows: 

U.     Mc  F  004  5iv.     Sig.     Use  as  directed. 

R.     McF  pulv.  (C)  No.  XV.     Sig.     One  every  three  hours. 

'I'o  a  note  dispatched  to   the  prescribing  physician,  asking  for  the  formulas, 
the  following  answer  was  received  : 

Dear  Sir, — The  prescription  904  404  is  private.     You  can  get  it  at  W 's 

drug  store.  Yours,  <S:c.,  J.  McF. 

Further  comment  is  unnecessary. 


Adulterations  bt  "Nkutral  Oil." — The  following  circular,  received  by  us, 
e.Thibits  a  surpiising  degree  of  barefacedness  and  of  confidence  into  the  dis- 
honesty of  the  wholesale  drug  trade.  We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  to 
what  extent  the  circular  has  been  distributed  or  was  responded  to :  but  we 
would  advise  all  interested  to  be  on  the  look-out  for  adulterations  by  "neutral 
oil."  What  kind  of  an  oil  this  latter  article  is  we  are  unable  to  say,  but  should 
be  glad  to  receive  a  sample  for  experimental  purposes.  Leaving  out  the  names> 
Ac,  the  circular  reads  as  follows  : 

Western  Oil  Company,  Mancfacturers  of  Animal  and  Vegetable  Oils, 

Car  and  Axle  Grease. 

Special  Circular  to  Wholesale  Druggists. 

Gentlemen, — AVe  call  your  atlention  to  our  "Neutral  Oil,"  made  expressly 
to  manipulate  lard  oil.  raio  and  boiled  linseed,  refined  cotton-seed  oil,  and  cas- 
tor oils  ;  also  used  extensively  for  toetting  down  tcnol.  It  does  not  stain.  One 
trial  will  convince  you  it  will  enable  you,  to  make  large  profits  on  articles  that 
heretofore  hardly  p'aid  to  handle.  No  orders  filled  less  than  a  barrel.  Prices 
as  follows:  One'barrel,  48  cents  per  gallon,  &c.  Our  prices  are  firm  at  above 
quotations.     Trusting  to  receive  a  sample  order,  we  &c. 


OBITUARY". 

GusTAV  Rose,  the  celebrated  mineralogist  and  chemist,  died  July  21.  having 
passed  his  75th  year  in  March  last.  His  father  a'nd  grandfather,  both  named 
Valentine,  kept  an  apothecary  store  in  Berlin,  Germany,  and  became  noted 
for  their  researches  in  chemistry;  his  brother,  who  had  been  raised  a  pharma- 
dist,  was  the  celebrated  analytical  chemist,  Henry  Rose,  who  died  in  1H64. 
Gustavus  Rose  studied  mineralogy  and  chemistry  in  Berlin  and  Stockholm; 
in  1821,  at  the  age  of  23  years,  he  became  Custodian  of  the  Mineralogical 
Cabinet  of  the  Berlin  University,  in  1826  Professor  Extraordinary,  and  in 
1839  Ordinary  Profkssor  of  Mineralogy.  In  1829  he  and  Ehrenberg  accom- 
panied Alexander  Von  Humboldt  upon  a  scientific  journey  to  the  Ural  Moun- 
tains and  the  Caspian  Sea,  which  he  described  in  a  work  of  two  volumes  ;  his 
othpr  important  publications  wore  all  devoted  to  mineralogy  and  crystallo- 
graphy. 
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ON  THE  NEW  SYRUP  OF  THE  IODIDE  AND  TINCTURE  OF 
THE  CHLORIDE  OP  IRON. 

By   Joseph   P.  Remingtox. 

The  so-called  tasteless  iron  combinations,  which  have  recently  been 
brought  to  notice  by  J.  L.  A.  Creuse,  of  New  York,  have  attracted 
much  attention  of  late,  and  an  entire  revolution  in  the  manner  of 
making  a  most  useful  class  of  preparations  has  been  threatened. 

The  advantages  claimed  for  the  innovations  are  numerous  :  freedom 
from  nauseous  taste  (they  cannot  ct^rtainly  be  called  tasteless),  ready 
solubility  in  water,  non-liability  to  change  in  dispensing,  little  or  no 
destructive  action  on  the  teeth,  miscibility  v/ithout  decomposition 
with  bark  and  other  desirable  tonic  preparations. 

Setting  aside  for  the  present  the  theories  which  may  be  brought 
forward  to  prove  their  composition  (the  rationale  of  new  compounds 
often  being  mere  collections  of  symbols  twisted  into  a  shape  that  will 
explain  on  paper  a  reaction),  the  first  thoughts  that  occur  to  a  prac- 
tical pharmacist  in  connection  with  them,  are  : — 

Can  they  thoroughly  replace  the  old  and  disagreeable  remedies 
that  have  been  prescribed  for  years  past  ? 

Can  desirable  processes  be  devised,  whereby  every  pharmacist  may 
make  in  his  own  store  the  new  preparations  ? 

Is  the  claim  for  stability  sustained  by  experience? 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  writer  to  attempt  to  answer  these  ques- 
tions. 

First,  in  regard  to  replacing  the  old  remedies.  Iodide  of  iron  has 
been   used   constantly  since   1824,  and  it  is  regarded  as  one   of  the 
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very  best  alterative  and  tonic  preparations  ;  yet  the  objections  to  its 
use  are  numerous,  and  were  it  not  for  its  intrinsic  merit  it  would 
have  slept  long  ago  in  an  unhonored  grave;  it  is  always  unpleasant 
to  take,  oven  when  freshly  prepared,  and  becomos  more  so  as  it  gets 
older. 

In  practice,  but  few  pharmacists  prepare  their  own  syrup  ;  reliance 
is  placed  on  the  general  market,  and  the  results,  of  course,  are  vari- 
able. A  syrup  one  week  or  two  years  old  may  be  purchased,  pos- 
sessing various  degrees  of  color  and  acridity  (agreeing  better,  however, 
in  the  latter  quality),  and  neither  the  patient  nor  physician  are  pro- 
bably aware  of  the  cause,  and  practitioners  are  frequently  debarred  , 
from  prescribing  for  delicate  persons  and  children  on  account  of  the 
disturbance  to  the  digestive  organs. 

The  new  syrup  of  the  iodide  of  iron  does,  in  the  writer's  opinion, 
remove  the  objection  to  the  old  preparation.  It  has  fallen  to  my  lot 
to  make  about  twelve  gallons  of  the  improved  syrup  at  various  times* 
which  has  been  dispensed,  and  has  been  used  by  physicians  in  their 
practice    for   the  usual  diseases  where   the  old   syrup  was  indicated. 

It  seems  to  answer  well  in  scrofulous  and  syphilitic  diseases,  in  ob- 
stinate skin  affections,  and  as  an  internal  remedy  where  morbid 
secretions  of  the  glands  exist,  but  particularly  for  delicate  females 
and  children  of  scrofulous  habit  requiring  an  alterative  tonic.  Its 
taste  is  pleasant,  the  teeth  are  not  discolored  and  the  digestive  func- 
tions were  not  disturbed  by  its  use  in  any  of  the  cases  that  were  re- 
ported. A  formula  for  the  preparation  is  subjoined,  which  is  based 
on  the  researches  of  Creuse  in  this  di)ection. 

New  Syriij)  of  the  Iodide  of  Iron. 
Take  of— 

Re-sublimed  iodine,  .         .         .         378-9  grains. 

Iron  wire  (card  teeth),  .  .  .       t'O  " 

Distilled  water,         ....  2  fluid-ounces. 

Citric  acid  (dry),  ....     408  grains. 

Potassium  carbonate  (pure),       .         .  475     "     or  q.  s. 

Weigh  accurately  2o2G  grains  of  the  iodine,  and  place  in  a  beaker 
or  flask  of  at  least  four  fluid-ounce  capacity,  then  add  to  it  the  card 
teeth  and  half  a  fluid-ounce  of  distilled  water,  cover  the  beaker  with 
a  watch  glass,  and  agitate  occasionally  until  the  liquid  has  acquired  a 
green  color  and  lost  the  smell  of  iodine  (care  should  be  taken  about 
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this  point  ;  ;ill  the  iodine  should  be  in  the  state  of  a  ferrous  salt), 
filter  the  liquid  from  undissolved  iron,  rinse  the  iron  with  a  small 
quantity  of  the  distilled  Avater,  pour  on  the  filter,  and  finally  rinse 
the  filter  ;  now  add  to  the  filtrate  the  remaining  126-8  grains  iodine, 
and  allow  it  to  dissolve  ;  it  forms  a  rich  ruby  red  solution.  Place 
40G  grains  of  the  citric  acid  in  a  small  evaporating  dish,  add  one  and 
a  half  fluid-ounces  of  distilled  water,  and  apply  heat  until  the  acid 
dissolves  and  the  liquid  boils  ;  without  removing  from  the  fire  add, 
by  small  portions,  sufficient  potassium  carbonate  to  neutralize,  avoid- 
ing an  excess  ;  if  a  slight  excess  should  happen  to  be  present,  correct 
it  by  adding  the  two  grains  citric  acid  reserved  ;  now  pour  as  much 
of  this  solution  of  potassium  citrate  while  hot  into  the  red  solution  as 
will  change  the  color  to  a  bright  green,  and  make  up  the  measure  to 
twenty-six  fluid-ounces  with  simple  syrup.  The  finished  syrup  con- 
tains about  five  grains  of  the  salt  in  each  fluid-drachm,  and  the  dose 
would  be  from  one-half  to  one  teaspoonful. 

The  new  tincture  of  the  chloride  of  iron  can  replace  the  old,  with 
advantage,  in  most  cases  where  the  tonic  eff"ects  are  alone  desired, 
without  any  st^'ptic  action. 

Netv  Tincture  of  the  Chloride  of  Iron. 

Liq.  ferri  chloridi,  U.S. P.,  •  .  1  fluid-ounce. 

Citric  acid,  .....       544  grains. 

Sodium  carbonate,      ....        1000     "     or  q.  s. 

"Water  (distilled),  ....  1  fluid-ounce. 

Alcohol,  .....  a  sufficient  quantity. 

Dissolve  the  citric  acid  in  the  distilled  water,  and  heat  to  the  boiling 
point,  gradually  adding  the  sodium  carbonate  until  the  acid  is 
saturated  (the  quantity  varies  with  the  amount  of  moisture  pre- 
sent in  either),  mix  with  the  iron  solution,  which  will  now  acquire 
a  beautiful  green  color,  and  make  up  the  measure  to  four  fluid-ounces 
with  alcohol.  , 

One  of  the  strongest  points  in  favor  of  this  series  of  preparations 
is  that  they  can  be  made  to  off'er  a  great  variety  of  desirable  combi- 
nations. The  finished  green  solution  of  iodide  of  iron  may  be  evapo- 
rated at  a  low  heat,  and,  as  suggested,  a  salt  formed  which  can  readily 
be  made  into  pills  of  three  grains  each,  and,  of  course,  requiring  no 
insoluble  coating  to  protect  them  ;  it  may  be  dissolved  in  water  in 
almost   any  quantity,   forming  a  simple  solution,  or  in  syrup  to   form 
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a  syrup  of  the  ioilide  of  iron  of  any  required  strength.     It  may  be 
administered  in  combination  with  compound  tincture  of  cinchona  and 
compound  tincture  of  gentian,  or  it  may  really,  tvhcn  added,  put  some 
virtue   in    the   numerous  tonic   elixirs    that   are    being  jncscribed  so 
largely  throughout  the  country. 

A  formula  is  appended  foi-  an  elixir  which  has  aecjuired    some   sale 
in  this  city.      Tiie  writer  dees  not  wish  to  be  considered  as  endorsing 
it,  however. 

EUrir  of  Gentutn  with  Cldoridc  of  Iron. 
Tincture  of  chloride  of  iron  (new)       .          .  .  (!  tluid-iliaclnns. 

Tincture  of  cardamom,  .  .  .  .  .      ?.  11  u id-ounce. 

Fluid  extract  of  gentian.  ....  3  iluid-drachms. 

Alcohol,       ........     2  iluid-ounces. 

Oil  of  cinnamon  (true),      .....  1  drop. 

"  coriander  (fresh)     ......      1  drop. 

•'  anise,  .......]  drop. 

"  orange,  .......     3  drops. 

Simple  syrup,  ......         3  fluid-ounces. 

Water,  sufficient  to  make  IG  fluid-ounces. 

Dissolve  the  oils  in  the  alcohol,  and  havinij  mixed  the  other  ingre- 
dients  together,  incorporate  all  thoroughly,  adding  suificient  water  to 
make  one  pint,  and  filter.  Dose  :  A  dessertspoonful.  I'hi.s  prepara- 
tion contains  five  minims  tincture  of  the  chloride  of  iron  in  each  dose  ; 
enough  gentian  is  present  to  flavor  the  elixir  somewhat,  and  give  it 
part  of  a  name,  and  not  enough  to  injure  the  gi-eatest  desideratum — 
a  pleasant  taste. 

ON  LACTIC  ACIll. 
By  Charles  Rice. 
The  (juality  of  lactic  acid  of  commerce,  has,  during  tiie  last  lew- 
years,  undergone  a  decided  improvement,  owing  to  an  increased  de- 
mand and  to  ^jctter  care  in  its  preparation.  While  it  was  formerly 
no  uncommon  occurrence  to  obtain  a  highly  colored,  ropy  and  opales- 
cent acid,  sometimes  of  a  strong  butyraceous  odor,  and  evidently  of 
considerable  age,  we  now  generally  get  a  good  article  at  about  lialf 
the  former  price.  The  extensive  and  constantly  increasing  use  of 
lactates  and  lactophosphates  has  been  the  main  cause  to  bring  about 
this  result.      But  eren   now  we  •ccasionally  meet  with  an  aeid  which. 


though  in  aj)pcarance  quite  unimpeachable,  yet  does  not  fulfil  all  the 
requirenients  which  are  demanded  by  critical  pharmacy. 

Our  market  is  supplied  with  lactic  acid  from  Europe,  chiefly,  if  not 
exclusively,  from  Germany ;  although  attempts  have  been  made  to 
manufacture  it  in  this  country,  yet  the  greater  outlay  for  material. 
wages,  etc.,  has  made  it  impossible  for  our  manufacturers  to  com- 
pete with  those  abroad.  Being  therefore  dependent  upon  foreign 
makers,  it  becomes  so  much  more  our  duty  to  watch  its  quality,  and 
to  reject  any  which  does  not  come  up  to  the  standard  fixed  by  our 
Pharmacopoeia. 

Some  time  a  12:0.  Avhile  enjraged  in  converting  some  lactic  into  oxalic 
acid  by  means  of  nitric  acid,  I  noticed,  after  neutralization  of  the 
solution  with  ammonia,  a  small  quantity  of  a  white  precipitate,  which 
was  found,  on  examination,  to  be  oxalate  of  lime  ;  and  on  examining 
the  remainder  of  the  same  lactic  acid,  the  presence  of  lime  was  un- 
mistakably established.  Unfortunately,  the  !)0ttle  had  been  deprived 
of  its  original  label,  so  that  its  source  could  not  with  certainty  be 
determined,  but  the  result  arrived  at  led  me  to  reserve  a  few  sam- 
ples of  different  lots,  in  order  to  ascertain  their  purity  and  compara- 
tive strength. 

Before  stating  the  results  of  my  investigation,  I  wish  to  give,  side 
by  side,  the  definition  and  remarks  of  the  United  States  and  German 
Pharmacopoeias  : 

U.  S.  Pharmaropa'i'a.  German  Pharviacopma. 

A  syrupy,  nearly  transparent  liqnicl,  A  syrupy,  colorless  oryellowish,  odor- 
of  a  pale  wine  color,  having  a  slight  less  and  acid  liquid,  of  the  sp.  gr.  1'24. 
bland  odor  and  a  very  sour  taste.  Its  Is  charred  at  a  strong  heat,  burns  with 
sp.  gr.  is  1-212.  a  bright  flame,  and  is  volatile  without 

residue. 

It  unites  in  all  proportions  with  water,  Soluble  in  water,  alcohol  and  also  in 
alcohol  and  ether.  ether. 

Mixed  w-ith  solution  of  permanganate 
of  potassium,  and  gently  heated,  it  dif- 
fuses the  odor  of  aldehyde. 

It   is  not  precipitated  by  solution  of        When   diluted   with  water,  it  is   not 
acetate  of  lead  or  of  o.xalatP  ot  ammo-    made  turbid  by  chloride  of  barium,  ox- 
nium,  and   when   neutralized  with   am-    alale  of  ammonium,  nitrate  of  silver  or 
raonia,  affords  no  precipitate  with  hy-    hydrosulphuric  acid  solution, 
drosulphuric  acid. 

When  gently  heated,  it  yields  no  odor        When  gently  heated,  it  should  yield 
of  acetic  or  butyric  acids.     90  grains    no  odor  of  acetic  or  butyric  acids, 
of  lactic   acid   are   neutralized  by  not  ; 
less  than   T.o   grains   of  bicarbonate  of 
potassium.  When  treated  with  a  caus-  j 
tic  alkali  in  excess,  the  color  is   not  I 
materially  deepened.  ' 
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The  (spec.  grav.  of  pure  monoliydratcil  lactic  aciil  is  l-24r>  at  20° 
C,  or  1-24:8  at  15°  C.  It  is  very  frequently  quoted  in  text-books 
erroneously  as  having  a  spec.  grav.  of  1  215  at  20°  C.  {f.  i.  Kekvie, 
Lehrhnch  iler  orijatu'xf/ien  C/icntie,  i,  p.  748.  Fownes,  Am.  ed.  1870, 
p.  G40,  etc.)  The  relative  strength  of  the  pure  acid  and  those  of  the 
German  and  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeias  maybe  seen  in  the  following  table  : 


1  eq.  or  90  p;irt?  of  ;  Saturate  of  KO,HO,2C02. 


Per  ceut.  of  rcnl  aciil. 


HO.CJTA  '     100-1  (K  =  391)  100  per  cent. 

Germ.  Ph.  acid.  Ii7-1»7  97  " 

U.  S.  Ph.  acid.  75  74-88    " 

The  samples  which  I  examined  were  the  following  : 

1.  Merck's  acid,  bought  1872,  of  a  light  yellow  color,  is  a  little 
ropy,  has  scarcely  any  odor,  and  is  free  from  traceable  impurities. 

2.  Merck's  acid,  bought  1873,  of  a  faint  yellow  color,  is  very 
clear,  almost  odorless  and  pure. 

3.  Trommsdorf's  ncid  (1873)  is  perfectly  colorless,  brilliant,  of  a 
faint  ethereal  odor,  and  pure. 

4.  Gehe  &  Co.'s  acid  (1873)  is  of  a  straw  color,  and  has  a  slight 
butyraceous  smell  ;  otherwise  pure. 

5.  Marquart's  acid  (1870)  is  quite  yellow,  rather  thin,  has  consid- 
erable odor,  but  is  otherwise  apparently  pure. 

0.  Marquart's  acid  (1871)  is  faintly  yellow,  a  little  thickei-  than 
the  other  and  almost  odorless  ;  pure. 

The  assay  was  made  volumetrically  by  stambinl  solution  of  soda, 
in  each  case  upon  three  separate  weighed  portions,  and  the  figures 
given  below  are  the  mean  of  three  assays.  And  here  1  would  remark 
that,  in  weighing  the  lactic  acid  for  the  purpose  of  assay  or  analysis, 
or  whenever  great  accuracy  is  required,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
guard  agnin>t  its  abstracting  any  moisture  from  the  atmosphere.  In 
this  reijpect  it  is  as  hygroscopic  as  sulphuric  acid.  It  should  always 
be  weighed  by  the  method  of  "subtraction."  If  a  small  portion  is 
required  to  be  weighed,  introduce  a  corresponding  quantity  into  a 
vial  provided  with  a  well  ground  stopper,  taking  care  not  to  get  any 
on  the  neck  or  rim,  and  weigh;  pour  out  a  quantity  deemed  to  be 
sufficient,  replace  the  hto]iptr  immediately,  and  slip  over  the  neck  a 
rubber  cap,  which  was  previously  weighed,  together  with  the  vial  and 
acid  (an  unpcrforated,  weli-frlciined  rubber  nipple  answers  well),  and 
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reweigh  ;  the  difference  is  the  amount  of  lactic  acid  poured  out. 
Without  some  such  precaution,  the  small  drop  of  acid  adhering  to 
the  rim,  after  pouring  out,  would  rapidly  abstract  enough  moisture 
from  the  air  to  make  it  troublesome  to  follow  the  increase  with  a  deli- 
cate balance. 

The  results  of  the  assay  show  that  nearly  all  the  samples  come  up 
to  the  standard  fixed  by  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia.  Only  the  last 
two  samples  are  short,  but  in  view  of  the  good  reputation  which  Mar- 
quart's  preparations  generally  bear,  1  am  inclined  to  believe  that  this 
is  owing;  to  the  date  of  the  acid,  which  was  made  at  a  time  when  there 
was  much  less  demand  for  it.  I  did  not  succeed  in  obtaining  any  of 
his  recent  acid. 

The  following  table,  containing  the  results  of  the  assay,  explains 
itself : 


Merck's  (1872) 

(1873) 

Trommsdorf  (1873) 

Gehe  &  Co.  (1873).. 

Marquarl's  (1870)... 

"  (1871)... 


Grammes.  ' 

4-6201 
5-2629 
C-1233 
4  4424 
3-5920 
2-4907 

Neutralize 
NaO. 


1-1767 
1-3646 
1-6119 
1-1616 
0-8429 
0-6013 


Correspoad- 

90  pt3.  neutra- 

ing- to 

lize  of 

Cg  He  Oe. 

KO,HO,2C02. 

3-4162 

74-01  pt3. 

3-9617 

75-31     " 

46797 

76-49    " 

•  3-3724 

75-99     " 

2-4471 

68-19     " 

1-7457 

70-16    " 

Percent- 
age of 
Ce  He  Oe. 


73-93 
75-23 
76-41 
75-91 
68-12 
70-09 


Meiu  York,  August  15,  1873. 


UNGUENTUM  BENZOINI. 

(U.  S.  Ph.  1870.) 
By  II.  M.  Wilder. 

In  Medical  News  and  Library,  August,  1873,  p.  129,  the  Editor 
complains  of  the  above  ointment  as  made  according  to  the  U.  S. 
Pharmacopoeia  of  1870,  and  cautions  against  its  use  as  being  too 
irritant.  lie  advocates  a  return  to  the  old  method,  by  digesting  the 
lard  with  benzoin  and  straining,  as  giving  an  entirely  bland  oint- 
ment. 

Permit  me  to  suggest  a  slight  modification  of  the  officinal  process, 
which  I  have  used  ever  since  I  began  to  make  it  with  the  tincture. 
It  happened  to  me,  as  to  everybody,  that  the  resin  separated  as  soon 
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as  all  the  alcohol  was  evaporated,  notwithstanding  diligent  stirring. 
I  heated  the  ointment  again  and  strained.  It  has  a  nearly  white 
color  and  the  odor  of  benzoin  to  perfection,  and  I  never  yet  heard 
any  complaint  as  to  its  being  in  the  least  irritating. 

Ilrnce  the  officinal  formula  might  be  altered  .«o  as  to  read  :  .  .  . 
"  and,  when  the  alcoliol  has  entirely  evaporated,  strain,  and  stir  occa- 
sionally while  cooling." 

^Vhen  this  first  happened  to  me,  I  asked  a  colleague  as  to 
his  experience  ;  he  told  me  that  he  obviated  the  difficulty  by  not 
allowing  all  the  alcohol  to  evaporate;  this  would  make  it  possible  to 
get  a  homogeneous  ointment.  Probably  the  irritating  property  is 
due  to  the  separation  of  the  resin. 

Pinladelphia,  Aiujud  0,  1873. 


FORMULA  FOR  TINCTURA  YALERIAXJ^. 
By  Charles  C.  Patterson. 
11.     Valerian  in  fine  powder,  .  .  .      3ij. 

Water,      ......  oviij. 

Glycerin,  Bower's,  .  .  .  .     .^iv. 

•  Diluted  alcohol,  .  .  .  .  siv,  or  sufficient. 

Magnesium  carbonate,  .  .  .     ^ss. 

Moisten  the  valerian  with  1  oz.  diluted  alcohol,  pack  it  firmly  in  a 
glass  funnel,  pour  on  diluted  alcohol  until  4  oz.  are  obtained  ;  set 
this  aside.  Now  mix  the  glycerin  and  water  and  pour  it  on  the  vale- 
rian ;  when  all  has  passed  mix  it  with  the  reserved  tincture  and  tri- 
turate it  with  the  magnesia  thoroughly  and  filter.  The  result  is  a 
fine  dark  tincture  with  no  sediment  after  long  standing.  The  above 
formula  will  suit  for  all  tinctures  that  produce  sediments,  and,  further, 
it  gives  a  pleasant  taste. 

St.  ClairsviUe,  Ohio,  Aug.  6,  1873. 

[Note  by  thk  Editor. — If  color  alone  was  a  sure  criterion  of  the 
excellency  of  a  pharmaceutical  preparation,  it  would  be  easy  enough 
to  obtain  tinctures,  etc.,  by  employing  a  menstruum  containing  much 
water  or  sufficient  glycerin,  which  are  sure  to  dissolve  the  dark  col- 
ored so-called  extractive  constituents  contained  in  most  of  the  officinal 
drugs.  On  a  critical  examination,  however,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
alcoholic  strength  of  most  tinctures  might,  with  great  propriety,  be 
considerably  increased,  perhaps  at  the  expense  of  the  deep  color,  but 
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certainly  to  the  advantage  of  the  truly  medicinal  principles,  the  solu- 
tion and  preservation  of  which  is  the  object  of  that  class  of  prepara- 
tions denominated  tinctures.  We  believe  that  the  alcohol  in  the 
tinctures  of  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia  is  weaker  than  that  ordered  by 
any  other  pharmacopoeia,  and  that  fact  alone  should  invite  to  com- 
parative experiments,  not  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  amount 
of  extract  dissolved,  but  to  determine  the  percentage  of  the  definite 
active  principles  taken  up  by  the  diiferent  menstrua.] 


REACTIONS   OF  SAPONIN.- 
By  Dr.  Hermann  Koehler. 

1.  Saponin  yields  with  water  an  opalescent  solution,  foaming  like 
soap  solution;  it  is  insoluble  in  ether,  but  soluble  in  petroleum  ether, 
benzin,  chloroform,  alcohol  and  amylic  alcohol. 

2.  Concentrated  sulphuric  acid  yields  with  it  a  carmine  red,  faintly 
brow^nish  solution,  which  becomes  violet  blue  on  the  margin  after 
about  fifteen  minutes. 

3.  The  addition  of  bichromate  of  potassium  changes  this  color  to 
dirty  green. 

4.  Saponin  dissolves  readily  and  completely  in  diluted  and  concen- 
trated nitric  acid  with  a  yellow  color. 

5.  The  addition  of  bichromate  to  this  solution  produces  no  change. 
G.   On  boiling  saponin  with  concentrated  phosphoric  acid,  a  charac- 
teristic odor  or  coloration  is  not  produced. 

7.  Bichromate,  added  after  the  phosphoric  acid,  produces  no 
change. 

8.  Evaporated  with  muriatic  acid,  saponin  yields  a  gray  jelly  ;  bi- 
chromate merely  darkens  the  liquid. 

9.  Saponin  gives  Avith  acetic  acid,  with  difficulty,  a  colorless  solu- 
tion, in  which  no  change  is  produced  by  bichromate. 

10.  Saponin  is  split,  like  other  glucosides,  by  dilute  acids. 

11.  Ammonia  water  dissolves  saponin  in  the  cold,  yielding  a  foam- 
ing solution,  from  which  acetic  acid  reprecipitates  saponin. 

12.  Caustic  soda  dissolves  saponin,  but  the  solution  is  less  clear 
and  foams  like  soap  solution.     Acetic  acid  reprecipitates  it. 

13.  Potassa  behaves  precisely  like  ammonia  and  soda. 

*  Die  lokale  Aniesthesirung  durch  Saponin  ;  Ilalle,  1873.  Translated  froHi, 
Neues  .Jahrbuch  fiir  Pharmacia,  1873,  Jun«. 
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14.  A  similar  behavior  luive  the  carbonates  of  tlie  alkalies. 

15.  ]>icarbouates  of  the  alkalies  have  an  analogous  behavior. 

10.  Tincture  of  galls  produces  in  solutions  of  saponin  a  whitish 
■flocculent  turbidity,  which  disappears  on  boiling. 

17.  A  similar  whitish  turbidity  is  obtained  with  fenidcyanide  and 
with  sulphocyanide  of  potassium. 

IS.  Ferrocyanide  of  potassium  does  not  alter  the  solution  of  sapo- 
nin. 

19.  Iodide  of  potassium, 

20.  Bichromate  of  })otassium,  and 

21.  Picric  acid  produce  no  change  in  solutions  of  sapunin. 

22.  Hydrate  of  barium  yields  a  white  precipitate,  which  is  insolu- 
ble on  boiling,  and  cakes  together. 

23.  Subacetate  of  lead  causes  a  white  voluuiinous  precipitate,  cak- 
ing on  boiling. 

24.  Saponin  separates  mere  traces  of  suboxide  of  copper  from 
alkaline  copper  solution  ;  pure  sulphate  of  copper  is  not  affected. 

25.  Acetate  of  zinc,  \     produce  in  solutions  of  saponin  white  pre- 

26.  Ferric  chloride,    >    cipitates,  which  do  not  disappear  on  boil- 

27.  Arsenious  acid,  J     ing. 

28.  On  boiling  saponin  with  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  the  latter 
is  slowly  reduced. 

29.  Chloride  of  gold,  and 

30.  Corrosive  sublimate  give  no  reaction  with  saponin.  M. 


GLEANINGS  FROM  THE  EUROPEAN  JOURNALS. 
By  the  Editor. 
On  tlie  Color  of  Tincture  of  Litmus  in  Yellow  Sodium  Light. — L. 
D'Henry  has  observed  that  the  yellow-colored  light  produced  by  a 
Bunsen  burner  with  table  salt,  causes  red  tincture  of  litmus  to  ap- 
pear colorless,  while  the  blue  litmus  tincture  has  a  black  and  ink-like 
appearance.  This  difference  in  the  color  is  so  marked  that  he  con- 
siders it  by  far  easier  for  the  chemist  to  effect  exact  neutralisations 
at  night  or  in  a  dark  chamber,  than  by  daylight.  Even  dark-colored 
syrups  may  thus  be  neutralized,  without  diluting  them,  the  point  of 
saturation  being  very  readily  observed,  notwithstanding  the  coloration 
of  the  liquid.— yVmr//*.  Cent.  JIalle,  1873,  No.  27,  from  Fohjt. 
Notizhl  , 
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Detection  of  Fuehsin  in  Fruit  Essences. — C.  Puscher  recommends 
to  dip  a  woolen  or  silken  thread  into  the  essence  or  syrup,  the  color- 
ation from  real  fruit  juice  is  afterwards  easily  Avashed  out  with  water, 
while  fuehsin,  if  present,  dyes  wool  and  silk  of  a  rose  color. — Ibid. 
JVo.  28,  from  Ibid. 

Detection  of  a  Falsification  of  Jlillc  or  Cream  with  Starclt. — Tlager 
refers  to  his  former  observation,*  that  the  lacto-protein  glol)ules  have 
the  property  of  rapidly  combining  with  iodine,  and  of  decolorizing 
the  solution  of  the  latter.  If  the  milk  has  been  sophisticated  with 
starch,  solution  of  iodine  will  react  upon  the  latter  only  after  the 
milk  has  been  entirely  saturated  with  iodine,  when  the  characteristic 
blue  coloration  will  appear  on  the  further  addition  of  this  reagent. — 
Ibid.  No.  29. 

Poivdered  Gum  Arabic. — The  well-known  fact,  that  finely-dusted 
gum  arabic  is  not  so  well  adapted  for  oil  emulsions  as  the  sanded 
powder,  is  explained  by  Hager  as  follows  :  To  obtain  a  dusted  pow- 
der it  is  requisite  that  the  gum  should  be  thoroughly  dried  at  an  ele- 
vated temperature,  so  as  to  lose  almost  ten  per  cent,  of  its  natural 
humidity  ;  after  such  an  exposure  the  gum  has  been  altered  to  such 
an  extent  that  it  will  now  reduce  alkaline  copper  solution  at  a  mode- 
rate heat,  and  does  not  dissolve  rapidly  enough  in  water.  Gum,  to 
obtain  a  sanded  powder,  should  be  dried  at  about  30°  C.  (86°  F.), 
until  the  pieces  have  lost  2,  or  not  over  2.5  per  cent,  of  moisture. — 
Ibid. 

French  Patty.,  discovered  by  Rubau  of  Paris,  is  prepared  as  fol- 
lows :  7  ib  of  linseed  oil  are  boiled  for  about  two  hours  with  4  S)  of 
brown  umber,  after  Avhich  2  oz.  of  finely  cut  wax  are  added  ;  the 
mixture  is  removed  from  the  fire,  and  'o\  ft  prepared  chalk  and  11  ft 
of.  white  lead  are  well  incoi-porated  This  putty  is  said  to  be  very 
durabh',  and  can  be  used  on  frames  without  oiling  them  previously. — 
Ibid,  from  PoJijt.  Notizbl. 

Rapid  Filtration. — A  simple  contrivance,  acting  upon  the  same 
principle  as  Bunsen's  filter,  has  been  proposed  by  B.  Fleischer.  A 
wide-mouthed  bottle  is  closed  with  a  rubber  cork,  twice  perforated; 
into  one  of  the  perforations  the  funnel  is  fitted,  while  a  short  glass 
tube,  bent  at  a  right  angle,  is  inserted  into  the  other,  and  lengthened 

*  American  Journal  uf  IMiarniacy,  l^iG'.).  p.  4(i.o. 
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by  means  of  a  piece  of  rubber  tubin<;  with  spring  clamp  attached. 
The  filter  is  capped  with  a  small  filter,  then  inserted  and  well  mois- 
tened so  as  to  rest  against  the  funnel  :  afterwards,  the  liquid  to  be 
filtered  is  poured  upon  it,  and  the  air  in  the  rcceivini:  bottle  rarified 
by  sucking  through  the  rubber  tubing,  which  is  then  closed  by  the 
clamp. — C/irni.  Cut.  Blatt.  1878,  Nu.  23,  from  Journal  f.  prakt. 
Cheinie. 

Couch  Grass,  {Triticum  repcns,  Lin.) — Dr.  II.  Miiller  corrects  a 
statement  made  by  Ludwig  and  himself  last  year-  to  this  effect,  that 
the  rhizome  of  the  ^rass  named  contains  onlv  one  kind  of  suirar — 
fruit  sugar — and  no  dextrose.  Four  samples  of  the  rhizome  yielded 
him  the  following  amounts  of  levulose  :  -.45,  2.70,  2.81  and  'A.o-l  per 
cent.  After  preparing  the  e.xtract  of  Tn'ticnni  rcpens  during  warm 
weather,  lactic  acid  is  found  in  it,  which,  however,  docs  not  pre-exist 
in  the  rhizome,  but  is  formed  in  consequence  of  fermentation.  The 
peculiar  gum  mentioned  in  the  former  paper  was,  by  further  experi- 
ments, ascertained  to  be  a  peculiar  principle,  named  triticin,  which 
resembles  inulin  in  its  optical  behavior  and  in  its  transformation  into 
levulose  by  combining  with  water.  It  is  prepared  by  exhausting  the 
rhizome  with  25  per  cent,  alcohol,  precipitating  with  subacctate  of 
lead,  freeing  the  filtrate  from  lead  by  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  evapo- 
rating to  a  syrupy  consistence  and  precipitating  by  several  volumes 
of  alcohol.  The  precipitate  is  redissolved  in  water,  purified  by  sub- 
acetate  with  some  carbonate  of  lead  and  again  precij)it;'ted  by  alco- 
hol. This  process  is  repeated  several  rimes,  until  the  aqueous  solu- 
tion of  triticin  ceases  to  be  rendered  luibid  by  the  lead  solution;  it 
is  then  purified  by  animal  charcoal,  and  finally  by  dialysis. — Archiv 
d.  Pharni.  1.S73,  J  am'. 

Jiiliavior  of  some  Alkaloids  to  Sugar  and  Sulphuric  Acid. — 1\. 
Schneider  describes  a  series  of  experiments.  If  a  few  milligrams 
of  morphia  are  mixed  with  six  or  eight  times  the  (juantity  of  sugar, 
and  one  drop  of  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  bo  added,  the  mixture 
becomes  at  once  purplish  red,  and  passes  after  fifteen  or  thirty  min- 
utes through  violet  blue,  dirty  blue  green  into  dirty  yellow.  Water 
added  to  the  purple  solution  causes  its  rapid  decolorization.  If  milk 
sugar  be  used  instead  of  eane  sugar,  the  coloration  is  much  fainter 
and   pale   rose-colored.     One-tenth  of  a  milligram   gives   an    intense 

*  See  American  .loiirnal  of  I'liiirinacy,  1872.  p.  'ib'.i. 
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reaction  :  it  is  still  distinct  with  one-hundredth  of  a  milligram,  but 
■does  not  last  long.  Codeia  has  a  similar  behavior,  needing,  however, 
a  less  concentrated  acid  ;  the  two  alkaloids  are  distinguished  by  chlo- 
roform, which  dissolves  codeia  from  alkaline  liquids.  The  other 
opium  and  the  cinchona  alkaloids,  as  well  as  strychnia  and  brucia, 
show  no  characteristic  reaction,  but,  like  pure  sugar,  merely  give  a 
brown  color,  except  quinia,  wliich  gives  a  greenish  yellow  coloration 
and  a  more  intense  fluorescence.  A  mixture  of  quinia  and  morphia 
behaves  like  pure  morphia.  Atropia,  colchicia,  emetia  and  picrotoxin 
produce  no  peculiar  effect.  Aconitia,  with  sugar  solution  and  con- 
centrated sulphuric  acid,  gives  a  nice  rose  red  coloration  on  the  mar- 
gin, changing  rapidly  into  dirty  violet  and  brown. — Ihid.  from  Pog- 
gend.  Annalen. 

Dried  Meat  for  dledicinal  Purposes  is  prepared  by  Diinnecy  of 
Bordeaux  by  cutting  fresh  meat  finely,  spreading  upon  muslin,  dry- 
ing rapidly  in  a  current  of  air  and  rubbing  into  a  brown  powder, 
whicii  is  almost  inodorous,  and  has  a  slightly  saline  taste.*  It  is 
readily  taken  by  patients,  spread  upon  bread,  or  a  teaspoonful  of  it 
mixed  with  a  cupful  of  broth  or  soup,  or  by  children,  if  baked  into 
biscuits. — Ibid,  from  Bullet.  Gnujr.  de  TJierap.  Ixxxii. 

lini'uritij  in  Corrosive  Sublimate. — Bultot  of  Liege  met  with  cor- 
rosive sublimate  which,  on  dissolving  in  Avater,  ether  and  alcohol,  left 
a  yellow  residue,  while  the  solutions  in  the  last  two  solvents  had  a  red- 
dish color.  Further  examination  showed  that  the  salt  had  most  likely 
been  made  from  the  residuary  liquids  employed  in  the  manufacture 
of  anilin  colors. — Journ.  <le  Fliarm.  d'Anvcrs,  1873,  June,  from 
Archie es  Medicales. 

Glgcerite  of  Lime  used  in  Burns  is  said  by  De  Breyne  to  soothe 
the  pain  and  to  prevent  inflanmiation  or  diminish  its  intensity;  it  is 
prepared  from  recently  slaked  lime,  one  part;  glycerin,  fifty  parts; 
chlorinateil  hydrochloric  ether,  one  part, —  />'  Union  Pliarmac.  1873, 
■June. 

The  Toxical  Bffccfs  of  Jodide  of  Tetramethylammonium  and  Tetra- 

*  This  process  has  been  used  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  more  than 
twenty  years  ago  (See  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  1853,  p.  225),  and  a 
similar  process  was  patented  in  England  in  186G  to  Dr.  A.  H.  Hassall  'See 
American  .lourn.  IMiarniacy,  iSiiT,  p.  44.">. — Edituk  A.mkii.  Journ.  Phakm. 
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mylammonium  have  been  proven  h}'  Kabuteau  I)y  injecting  their  so- 
lutions suhcutaneously.  Ili.s  results  are,  that  they  par;iljze  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  motor  nerves,  and  that  they  act  on  the  muscular 
contractility  and  sensibility  similar  to  curare. — Joiirn.  <le  Pliarm.  et 
de  Cliim.  1873,  Juhi. 


TTXCTURE  OF  KINO. 

J5v    R.    RuTIIKR. 


For  what  object  the  pharmacopoeia  incorporates  such  a  multiplicity 
of  simple  astringents,  is  only  a  parallel  question  that  can  be  advanced' 
on  numerous  other  incomprehensible  and  probably  unanswerable  posi- 
tions held  by  the  pharmacopoeia. 

Whatever  the  special  merits  of  catechu,  kino,  nutgall,  rhatany, 
cranesbill,  blackberry,  logwood  and  pomegranate  fruit  rind  may  be,, 
is  easily  summed  up  in  the  individual  belief  of  this  and  that  practi- 
tioner. But  that  any  of  these  bodies  should  have  peculiar  medicinal 
virtues  not  possessed  by  the  others  is  only  a  finely  drawn  hypercritical 
assumption,  based  mainly  on  whimsical  favoritism  at  random  confer- 
red, but  unsupported  by  therapeutical  difference  of  quality,  in  the 
object  of  choice. 

The  tinctures  of  catechu,  kino,  nutgall  and  rhatany  are  officinal, 
together  with  a  syrup  of  blackberry,  syrup  of  rliatany  and  fluid  ex- 
tracts of  blackberry,  geranium  and  rhatany.  Now  either  of  these 
astringents  is  fully  capable  of  replacing  any  of  the  rest.  They  owe 
their  astringency  in  every  case  to  the  presence  of  some  variety  of 
tannin,  the  only  characteristic  property  of  which  is  identical  to  the 
peculiar  astringent  property  of  pure  tanni'n.  Consequently,  pure- 
tannin,  or  nutgall,  its  source,  is  upon  reasonable  supposition  superior 
as  a  pure  vegetable  astringent  to  the  other  often  doubtful  and  fre- 
quently unreliable  substitutes,  in  tlie  shape  of  catechu,  kino,  etc. 

However,  tinctuie  of  nutgall  is  not  much  employed  for  internal, 
use,  but  a  syruj)  of  nutgall,  not  officinal,  but  much  used  in  many  lo- 
calities, is  highly  prized.  Catechu  is  a  cheap  substance,  and  when 
of  good  quality,  is  rich  in  tannin  ;  yet  it  is  not  so  popular  as  kino, 
which,  somewhat  stronger  in  tannin,  though  very  unstable  in  solution, 
has  heretofore  been  very  expensive,  and  consequently  subject  tO' 
adulteration. 

Much  difficulty  is  foun<l  iti  preserving  tincture  of  kino  from  gelatin- 
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izing.  Numerous  remedies  have  from  time  to  time  been  proposed  ; 
namely,  it  was  thought  that  the  addition  of  logwood  could  prevent 
the  change  ;  alkalies  were  also  tried,  but  they  change  the  tannin  and 
destroy  the  astringency.  Glycerin  came  in  for  its  share,  perhaps 
with  good  effect,  and  filtration  through  magnesium  carbonate  was 
also  suggested.  The  application  of  sugar  has  so  far  not  yet  been 
made ;  and  since  the  sugar  does  not  prevent  an  abundant  precipita- 
tion, in  syrup  of  blackberry,  it  will  perhaps  be  of  little  use  here.  But 
all  concur  that  an  aqueous  solution  is  above  all  others  the  most  objec- 
tionable. 

In  the  adffitinistration  of  these  remedies,  a  large  proportion  of  alco- 
hol is  objectionable  ;  nevertheless,  alcohol  is  by  all  means  and  pre- 
eminently the  best  solvent  and  most  efficient  preservative  of  tannin 
and  its  varieties.  The  writer  takes  occasion  to  propose  it  here  as 
emphatically  preferable  to  any  other  menstruum,  and  the  stronger  the 
alcohol,  the  better  it  conforms  to  the  object  in  view. 

Strong  alcohol  exhausts  kino  more  rapidly  and  efficiently  than  any 
other  solvent,  and  the  solution  never  gelatinizes,  as  it  seems  that  the 
presence  of  water,  together  with  a  pectase-like  substance,  causes  the 
deterioration  of  the  tincture.  Now  as  strong  alcohol  excludes  this 
substance,  by  reason  of  its  insolubility  in  this  menstruum,  conse- 
quently a  tincture  prepared  by  exhausting  kino  first  with  strong  alco- 
hol, and  diluting  the  solution  moderately  with  water,  that  is,  so  as  to 
bring  it  to  the  officinal  alcoholic  strength,  will  retain  its  astringency 
and  fluidity  unimpaired  by  age. 

The  writer,  however,  prefers  a  stronger  tincture  than  the  officinal, 
both  in  regard  to  the  alcohol  and  proportion  of  kino.  If  the  strength 
of  the  tincture  of  kino  is  doubled,  which  can  be  most  readily  accom- 
plished by  means  of  strong  alcohol,  the  dose  Avill  be  only  half  as  large 
by  measure,  and,  therefore,  even  less  alcoliol  will  have  to  be  taken, 
together  with  a  certain  amount  of  kino,  than  in  the  officinal  tincture. 
The  mechanical  effect  of  strong  alcohol  in  the  exhaustion  is  also  a 
point  of  much  importance,  because  the  officinal  method  of  manipula- 
tion is  really  a  very  poor  one.  The  application  of  sand  for  effecting 
a  distribution  of  the  powder,  which,  with  the  use  of  the  officinal  men- 
struum, rapidly  agglutinates,  is  the  veriest  nonsense.  When  a  pow- 
der cannot  be  practically  percolated  alone  without  producing  an  ag- 
glutinated mass,  the  intervention  of  an  insoluble  solid  is  not  of  much 
avail.     Such  material  can  only  be  satisfactorily  exhausted  by  macera- 
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tion,  either  by  resorting  to  the  rotation  raethod,  or  suspending  the 
material  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  liquid,  by  the  aid  of  a  net,  simi- 
larly to  the  process  much  used  for  dissolving  the  licorice  in  sticks. 

"With  tlie  employment  of  strong  alcohol,  the  powder  dissolves  at  once, 
without  cohering  in  the  least ;  a  short  period  of  trituration  suffices  to 
effect  complete  solution  of  the  total  soluble  matter. 

The  liquid  does  not  filter  readily,  but  runs  through  a  strainer  per- 
fectly clear,  leaving  the  insoluble  residue,  even  after  pressure,  entirely 
in  the  strainer. 

The  writer  prepares  tiucture  of  kino  as  follows  : 
Take  of  Kino,  3  troy  ounces. 
Strong  alcohol. 
Water,  of  each  sufficient. 
Place  the  kino  into  a  spacious  mortar,  and  triturate  it  thoroughl}'  ; 
then    pour  on  to  the   powder  half  a  pint  of  strong   alcohol,  and  con- 
tinue the  stirring  a  short   time  ;  pour  off  the   clear   liquid,    after   the 
residue  has  subsided,   and   add   half  a  pint   more  of  strong   alcohol  ; 
triturate  again  as  before,  and  unjte  the  whole  with  the  first  solution  ; 
set  the  mixture  aside  for  about  half  an  hour,  shaking  it  up  frequently, 
then  pour  the  whole  of  it  upon  a  muslin   strainer,  and  press  out  the 
liquid  ;  to  the  residue   add  3  fluidounces  of  strong   alcohol ;  press  it 
out  again ;  unite   the   strained   liquids,    and  complete  the  tincture  by 
adding  water  to  the  measure  of  2  pints,  and   mix. —  Thu  J*/utnnaaii<t, 
Auijust,  1873. 


ETHEREAL  TIiVCTURE  OF  IODOFORM.* 

BY  MM.  ODIN  AND   I.EYMAKm. 

At  the  recjuest  of  Dr.  Gublcr,  who  uses  an  ethereal  solution  of 
iodoform  as  a  topical  application,  the  authors  sought  to  ascertain  the 
most  favorabk'  conditions  for  its  preparation,  and  to  determine  the 
relative  proportions  in  which  the  iodoform  is  soluble. 

(1.)  A  solution  prepared  in  a  tlask  of  white  glass  after  a  little  time 
became  discolored  ;  the  canary  yellow  passed  to  an  amber,  and  then 
brown  color.  This  change  was  the  result  of  the  liberation  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  iodine,  which  colored  starch  paper  blue. 

(2.)  When  iodoform  previously  pulverized  was  used,  the  solution, 
exposed  to  diflfused  light,  altcrcMl  much  nmre  (luickly  than  the  first. 

*   Repertoire  de  I'liurinacio.  .lime  2:).  p.  '-'i^^K 
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(3.)  When  two  ethereal  solutions  were  matle  simultaneously,  the 
one  with  crystallized  iodoform,  the  other  with  powdered  iodoform,  and 
using  red  glass  bottles,  the  first  preserved  its  yellow  tint,  the  second 
assumed  a  brown  color  after  a  few  days. 

Soluhility. — Experiments  wore  made  with  pure  ether  of  65°  Baume 
(sp.  gr.  "724),  and  also  with  ethers  of  62°  and  56°,  the  temperature 
being  13'^  C.     Eight  grams  of  tincture   obtained   with   these   ethers 
contained  iodoform  in  solution  respectively  to  the  following  extent: — 
Ether  of  65°  Baume    .  .          1'61  grams. 

"  62°       "  .  1-26       " 

"  56°       "         .         .         1-13       " 

The  iodine  being  equal  in  the  first  case  to  25*195  per  cent,  of  the 
ether  ;  in  the  second  to  18*694  per  cent.,  and  the  third  to  16044  per 
cent.,  or  in  round  numbers,  at  65°  B.,  one-fourth  ;  at  Q2°  B.,  one- 
fifth,  and  at  56°  B.,  one-sixth. 

The  conclusions  drawn  by  the  authors  from  the  foregoing  experi- 
ments are — 

(1.)  To  employ  iodoform  in  the  crystalline  state. 

(2.)  To  make  the  solution  in  ^red  glass  flask  by  simple  agitation. 

(3.)  To  use  the  following  proportions  : 

Crystallized  iodoform  .  .  1  gram. 

Ether  (60°  Baume)     ...          4  grams. 

Pharm.  Journ.,  Aug.  2,  1873. 


NOTES  OX  THE  MEDICINAL  PLANTS  OF  THE  RUTAOE^. 

By  John  R.  Johnson,  A.  L.  S., 

Curator  of  the  Museums,  Kew. 

The  Natural  Order  Rutacece,  as  at  present  constituted — that  is, 
including  as  tribes  such  groups  as  ZantJioxylece  and  Aurantiece,  which 
by  former  botanists  have  been  dignified  as  Natural  Orders — includes 
a  great  number  of  medicinal  and  economic  plants  ;  for  besides  such 
well-known  articles  as  rue,  buchu  or  barosma  leaves,  and  cusparia 
bark,  many  others  of  less  repute  are  brought  together.  We  purpose 
to  refer  to  those  which,  thongh  being  used  by  the  natives  of  the  coun- 
tries in  which  they  gro.v,  are  seldom  seen  except  in  museum  collec- 
tions in  this  country,  and  some  not  even  there.  In  the  tribe  Ompa- 
riece,  besides  the  genus  Gralipea,  which  is,  of  course,  well  known  as 
the  source  of  cusparia  bark,  occurs  Ticorea,  two  species  of  which  are 
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medicinal  in  Brazil.  T.fehrifuga^  St.  Hil.,  a  tree  of  about  twenty 
feet,  has  a  very  bitter  and  astringent  bark,  and  is  used  as  a  substi- 
tute for  cinchona  in  intermittent  fevers.  In  the  province  of  Minas 
Geraes  it  is  known  as  Quina  or  Folhas  hrancas.  The  leaves  of  T. 
jasmin i flora,  St.  Ilil.,  also  a  tree  about  twenty  feet  high,  growing  in 
the  same  country,  arc  boiled  by  the  natives  for  the  sake  of  the  juice, 
which  they  value  as  a  medicine.  Peganum  Ifannala,  L.,  is  a  power- 
fully disagreeablc-.'-melling  herbaceous  plant,  common  in  Southern 
Europe,  Asia  Minor,  and  throughout  Scinde  and  the  Punjaub.  In 
Turkey  the  seeds  are  used  as  a  vermifuge,  and  in  the  Crimea  the 
Tartars  collect  them  for  the  same  purpose.  In  the  Pharmacopoeia 
of  India  it  is  stated  that  "  these  seeds  have  long  held  a  place  in 
Eastern  materia  medica  as  a  stimulant,  emmenagogue,  and  anthel- 
mintic. Mild  narcotic  properties  have  also  been  assigned  to  them, 
and,  according  to  Kairapfer,  delirium  characterized  by  cheerfulness 
follows  their  use  in  some  cases.  Further  investigations  as  to  the 
properties  of  these  seeds  are  desirable." 

The  European  dittany  (Dictamnus  albus,  L.),  a  plant  sometimes 
cultivated  in  gardens  for  the  sake  of  its  handsome  flowers  and  fra- 
grant leaves,  is  well  known  for  the  abundance  of  volatile  oil  or  resin- 
ous matter,  which  is  secreted  in  such  large  quantities  that  the  plant 
not  only  ignites  on  the  approach  of  a  lighted  candle,  but  the  air  sur- 
rounding the  plant  becomes  itself  inflammable  in  hot  weather.  The 
root  is  resinous,  bitter,  tonic  and  stimulating.  Monnieria  trifoUa, 
L.,  a  shrubby  plant  of  Guiana  and  Brazil,  has  an  aromatic  and  acrid 
root,  much  prized  by  the  natives  as  a  diaphoretic,  diuretic  and  alexi- 
pharmic.  The  leaves  of  species  of  Adenandra,  a  South  African  genus 
of  plants,  having  the  habit  of  the  common  rue,  are  used  at  the  Cape 
for  the  same  purposes  as  those  of  DiowicC'^  while  in  Australia  the 
leaves  of  some  of  the  species  of  Corrca  are  used  as  tea.  They  are 
handsome,  shrubby  plants,  and  are  in  cultivation  in  greenhouses  in 
this  country. 

The  genus  Zantl.oxylvm,  the  type  of  the  tribe  Zantliorylece,  has  a 
wide  geographical  range,  and  a  variety  of  applications.  In  India, 
the  fruits  of  Z.  alatum,  Roxb.,  Z.  hastile,  Wall.,  and  Z.  BudrungUy 
DC,  are  all  articles  of  the  native  materia  medica.  They  are  aromatic 
and  pungent,  and  are  said  to  possess  stomachic  and  carminative  pro- 
perties. Z.  Rhetsa,  DC,  a  large  spreading  tree,  growing  on  the 
mountainous  parts  of  the  East   Indian   coast,  has  its  unripe  capsules 
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and  small  berries  of  a  gratefully  aromatic  taste,  somewhat  like  the 
skin  of  a  fresh  orange  ;  the  ripe  seeds  have  a  pungency  somewhat  like 
pepper,  and  the  inward  part  has  an  acid  bitter  taste.  The  name 
Rhetsa  is  said  to  signify  in  the  Telinga  language  a  committee,  and 
alludes  to  the  fact  that,  under  the  shade  of  this  tree,  the  hill  people 
assemble  to  deliver  discourses  and  to  consider  and  discuss  matters  of 
public  concern.  In  China  the  root  of  Z.  nitidam,  DC,  is  aromatic,  and 
is  used  as  a  sudorific,  emmenagogne  and  febrifuge  ;  the  leaves  also  are 
used  as  a  condiment  on  account  of  the  volatile  oil  they  contain.  The 
fruits  of  Z.  piperitum,  DC,  are  known  as  Japan  pepper ;  they  are  of 
an  agreeable  aromatic  flavor.  In  ,the  West  Indies  the  barks  of  Z. 
ternata,  Desv.,  and  Clnva-Herculis,  L.,  are  regarded  as  antisyphilitic, 
and  the  bitter  astringent  leaves  are  used  as  a  vulnerary.  Z.  frazi- 
neum,  Willd.,  is  known  in  America  as  the  prickly  ash  or  toothache 
bush,  from  its  reputation  as  a  masticatory  in  curing  toothache.  The 
bark  is  officinal  in  the  United  States,  and  as  seen  in  the  shops  is  in 
small  quills  varying  from  a  line  or  two  to  about  an  inch  in  diameter. 
It  is  of  a  darkish  grey  color  with  occasional  lighter  patches  and 
covered  with  fine  transverse  cracks,  and  in  the  younger  pieces  the 
prickles  are  sometimes  remaining.  It  is  light,  brittle,  and  has  at 
first  a  somewhat  sweetish  aromatic  taste,  which  changes  to  a  bitter 
acrid  flavor  ;  this  acridity  is  extracted  either  by  boiling  water  or 
alcohol.  The  bark  is  stimulating,  producing  a  sense  of  heat  in  the 
stomach.  It  is  also  said  to  be  a  "  powerful  sudorific  and  diapho- 
retic, and  to  have  been  used  successfully  in  paralysis  of  the  muscles 
of  the  mouth."  In  chronic  rheumatism  it  is  very  highly  extolled, 
and  is  given  in  the  form  of  a  powder,  a  dose  being  from  ten  grains 
to  half  a  drachm  repeated  three  or  four  times  a  day.  A  fluid  extract 
has  likewise  been  prepared  and  administered  in  doses  of  from  fifteen 
to  forty-five  drops.  A  favorite  form  of  administration,  however,  is  a 
decoction  prepared  by  boiling  an  ounce  of  the  bark  in  three  pints  of 
water  until  it  is  reduced  to  a  quart,  a  pint  of  which  should  be  taken 
in  divided  doses  during  the  twenty-four  hours.  A  tincture  made 
from  the  berries  is  sometimes  employed  as  a  carminative  in  doses 
of  ten  to  thirty  drops,  which  can  be  increased  if  the  stimulating 
effects  are  desired. 

In  New  South  Wales,  G-eijera  salicifolia,  Schott,  a  moaerate-sized 
tree,  is  known  as  the  "  Balsam  Gapivi  Tree,"  from  the  strong  flavor  of 
that   balsam  which   pervades    the    bark.     I  am  not  aware  whether  or 
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not  it  is  used  in  medicine,  but  a  good  ink  is  said  to  be  prepared  from 
the  bark.  Usenbeckia  fehrifuga,  Mart.,  or  Uvodia  febrifuga,  St.  Hil., 
a  native  of  the  forests  of  Brazil,  is  remarkable  for  its  extremely  bitter 
bark,  which  is  used  as  a  tonic  and  febrifuge ;  while  Toddalia  aculeata, 
I'ers.,  a  moderate-sized  shrub,  widely  dispersed  through  Tropical 
Asia,  has  considerable  reputation  as  a  stomachic  and  febrifuge,  all 
parts  of  the  plant  being  used.  In  India  the  bark  of  the  root  is  offici- 
nal, and  is  used  as  an  aromatic  tonic  and  stimulant  "  in  constitutional 
debility  and  in  convalescence  after  febrile  and  other  exhausting  dis- 
eases." It  is  given  in  the  forms  both  of  tincture  and  infusion- 
The  following  notes  on  the  value  of  To<J<(aUa  root-bark  are  from  the 
"Appendix  to  the  Indian  Pharmacopoeia:"  "Strong  testimony  to 
the  value  of  Toddalia  root  is  borne  by  Dr.  G.  Bidie,  who  states  that 
though  he  has  not  employed  it  as  a  febrifuge,  he  can  speak  with  con- 
fidence as  to  its  great  value  as  a  stimulant  and  tonic.  Every  part  of 
the  plant,  he  remarks,  has  a  pungent,  bitter  taste  and  a  pleasant 
aroma,  but  these  qualities  are  most  marked  in  the  root.  The  dried 
root-bark  is  of  a  yellowish-brown  color,  and  retains  its  pungency  and 
bitterness  for  a  long  time.  The  whole  plant  possesses  active  stimu- 
lant, carminative  and  tonic  properties  ;  and  he  adds  that  he  knows 
of  no  single  remedy  in  which  all  these  three  (jualities  are  so  happily 
combined.  This  article  possesses  additional  interest  from  having 
been  identified  by'M.  Guibourt  with  Lopes^root,  which  formerly  en- 
joyed considerable  repute  in  Europe  as  a  remedy  for  diarrhoea.  Mr. 
Daniel  Hanbury,  from  examination  of  genuine  specimens  of  the  root, 
confirms  M.  Guibourt's  views."  The  natives  also  prepare  a  liniment 
by  frying  the  root  and  green  fruits  in  oil,  which  they  consider  good 
for  rheumatism.  The  frcah  leaves  are  likevsise  eaten  raw  in  stomacii 
complaints,  and  the  ripe  pungent  berries  make  capital  pickles.  The 
bark,  root  and  leaves  of  Murraya  Kuniyii,  L.,  a  small  East  In- 
dian tree,  are  used  in  native  practice  as  a  tonic  and  stomachic:  t)ie 
young  leaves  of  this  species,  as  well  as  those  of  M.  exotica^  L.,  aic 
used  to  flavor  curries.  In  Mauritius  the  hitter  are  said  to  impart  a 
flavor  superior  to  that  of  bay-leaf,  while  in  India  they  further  have 
th*^  reputation  of  aiding  digestion. 

The  wood-apple  tree,  or  elephant  apple  of  India,  Feronia  elephan- 
fum,  i«  the  only  species  df  tlie  genus,  and  is  common  in  India,  Ceylon 
and  Java,  'i'he  fruit  is  liard  and  woody,  globose,  about  the  size  of  a 
large  orange  ;   the    pulp  is  used    in    Imlia  in  cases   of  dysentery    and 


diarrhoea.  The  leaves  smoU  like  anise,  and  are  used  in  native  medi- 
cines as  a  stomachic  and  carminative.  A  decoction  of  the  unripe 
fruit  is  said  to  act  as  a  powerful  astringent,  and  the  ripe  fruit  as  an 
antiscorbutic.  A  gummy  substance  ilows  from  the  stem  when  wounded, 
which  is  used  by  painters  for  mixing  with  colors,  also  in  dyeing  and 
for  making  ink  and  varnish,  as  well  as  by  bricklayers  in  preparing  a 
fine  kind  of  whitewash.  This  gum  occurs  in  irregular,  reddish-brown, 
semi-transparent  tears;  powdered  and  mixed  with  honey,  it  is  used 
in  dysentery  and  diarrhoea.  The  Bael  fruit  {^Ujle  dfarmelos,  Corr.) 
has  been  brought  into  notice  in  this  country  recently  ;  it  is  imported 
in  slices,  dried,  or  in  quarters  or  pieces  with  the  rind  still  attached. 
The  entire  fruit  is  round,  somewhat  resembling  a  large  orange.  It 
is  officinal  in  both  the  British  and  Indian  Pharmacopoeias,  and  is  used 
in  India  "  in  atonic  diarrhoea  and  dysentery  ;  and  in  the  advanced 
stages  of  those  diseases,  in  irregularity  of  the  bowels,  and  in  habitual 
constipation,  it  is  a  remedy  of  much  value."  It  is  administered  in 
the  forms  of  a  mixture  and  an  extract  ;  those  prepared  from  the  dried 
fruit,  as  seen  in  this  country,  are  said  to  possess  much  lesB  medicinal 
power  than  those  prepared  in  India  from  fresh  fruit.  It  will  be  need- 
less to  recapitulate  all  that  has  been  said  and  written  on  the  medici- 
nal value  of  this  fruit,  as  they  will  be  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  readers 
of  the  Journal,  many  of  whom  have  likewise  probably  tested  the  arti- 
cle itself. 

In  concluding  these  notes  it  only  remains  tj  mention  two  or  three 
plants,  the  properties  of  which  are  little  known,  but  which  are  never- 
theless reputed  to  be  useful  in  their  native  countries  ;  thus,  for  in- 
stance, Ilortia  hrasiliana,  Vand.,  is  said  to  possess  febrifugal  proper- 
ties and  to  be  used  in  Brazil.  The  leaves  and  shoots  of  Ptelea  trifo- 
liata,  L.,  a  North  American  shrub,  are  used  in  infusion  as  an  anthel- 
mintic, and  the  aromatic  fruits  are  said  to  be  a  good  substitute  for 
hops.  Casimiroa  edulis,  a  tree  of  JNIexico,  has  a  bitter  bark,  \.'hich, 
together  with  the  leaves  and  seeds,  are  used  as  a  medicine  when  burnt 
and  reduced  to  a  powder. — Pharm.  Journ.  and  Trann.,  Mcuj  'Jl,  1873. 


THE    D.VTE   TRKK    AND    ITS    PRODUCTS. 
Bv  Gastinel  Bey. 
The  ilate  has  been  known  from  the  farthest  antiquity.    It  flf>urishes 
in  all  the  vast   regions   of  the   Tropic  of  Cancer  from  the  Atlantic 
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Ocean  to  the  valley  of  the  Indus,  between  the  12°  and  37°  N.  lati- 
tude. Throughout  this  imtneiiso  space,  it  is,  like  the  bamboo  in  East- 
ern Asia  and  the  cocoanut  in  the  equatorial  regions,  the  most  precious 
gift  of  nature  to  man,  for  it  contributes  to  all  his  most  essential  wants  : 
food,  clothing,  lodging,  cooking  utensils,  etc.  The  date  is  certainly 
the  most  common  tree  in  all  the  valley  of  the  Nile,  and  is  found  in 
greatly  increasing  numbers  from  the  village  of  Ibrim  in  Lower  Nubia 
to  the  Mediterranean.  A  remarkable  peculiarity  shown  by  the  date 
tree  of  Lower  Nubia  is  that  from  the  top  of  the  roots  several  stalks 
grow,  to  the  number  of  from  three  to  fifteen,  which  constitute  a  group 
of  stipes,  more  or  less  divergent,  nearly  all  of  the  same  height,  and 
amongst  which  are  found  males,  that  nature  seems  to  have  placed 
there  for  the  fecundation  of  all  the  group.  The  date  presents  a  line 
sight,  when  from  amongst  the  bower  of  leaves  which  surmounts  it  are 
suspended  enormous  bunches  of  fruit,  very  often  furnishing  several 
hundred  weight.  The  dates  of  Upper  Egypt  and  the  Oasis  are  the 
most  delicate.  They  are  not  left  to  ripen  on  the  tree.  After  being 
gathered  and  exposed  several  days  to  the  sun,  they  get  ripe,  and  are 
then  a  very  fine  and  sweet  fruit,  which,  by  reason  of  its  nutritive  pro- 
perties and  easy  digestion,  is  a  veritable  gift  of  Heaven,  for  all  find 
in  it  a  healthy  and  abundant  nourishment.  The  fresh  dates,  which 
are  mostly  found  in  quantities  in  the  Cairo  markets,  are  the  red  dates 
called  in  Arabic  "  Balah  ayany,"  and  the  yellow  sugary  dates  called 
"Balah  ama'at."  The  first  take  their  name  from  a  village  of  Upper 
Egypt,  from  whence  they  come,  and  the  others  are  collected  at  Be- 
drechyn,  Zaggarah  and  Ghyza.  These  dates  are  of  a  dark  yellow, 
smaller  than  the  first  named,  and  soon  pass  into  acid  fermentation. 
But  the  largest  (quantity  of  dates  are  not  eaten  fresh.  A  great  part 
are  dried  for  consumption  during  the  winter,  or  for  export  to  foreign 
countries.  These  are  pressed  in  large  masses,  which  keep  perfectly 
well,  and  from  which  are  prepared  cakes  of  a  very  fine  taste.  The 
Arabs  of  Sinai  make  a  date  cake,  into  which  they  put  almonds,  and 
then  wrap  it  in  gazelle  skins  ;  these  sacks  of  date  cake  are  sold 
in  Cairo  during  the  winter.  In  Egypt  the  date  trees  produce  several 
varieties  of  fruit,  which  differ  from  each  other  in  size,  form,  color, 
season  of  ripening,  the  nature  of  the  drupe,  being  more  or  less  sweet, 
and  their  facility  of  keeping.  All  these  circumstances  have  estab- 
lished upwards  of  twenty  varieties  of  dates,  to  which  the  Egyptians 
have  given  more  or  less  ridiculous  names.    It  is  not  for  its  fruit  alone 
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that  tlie  date  tree  is  valued  ;  all  its  parts  are  utilised  and  of  great 
service.  Thus  the  trunk,  in  Arabic  Guisiio,  is  the  wood,  which,  after 
having  been  split  in  two  parts,  is  employed  for  the  difterent  wants  of 
agriculture,  and  is  used  for  beams  in  the  construction  of  houses.  The 
branches  (Dierid),  or  rather  the  leaf  stalks,  are  also  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  houses,  by  placing  them  above  the  beams  as  joists.  A 
large  quantity  of  useful  and  cheap  articles  are  also  made  of  them, 
such  as  cages  for  poultry,  bed^,  chairs,  supports  for  divans,  seats, 
bars,  baskets,  provision  chests,  etc.  The  large  extremity  of  the  pe- 
tioles (Taraf-el-Orsoum)  is  fibrous,  and  is  used,  after  beating  out  the 
fibres,  for  brooms,  etc.  The  leaflets  or  folioles  (Khou)  are  used  for 
making  mats  and  baskets  for  domestic  use ;  fly  flappers  are  also  made 
from  it,  which,  in  Europe,  are  articles  of  great  curiosity.  The  mem- 
braneous sheaths  of  the  base  of  the  leaves,  formed  by  a  network  of 
several  layers  of  crossed  fibres  (lijf),  are  sufficiently  strong  to  make 
ropes  of,  which  are  used  for  agricultural  and  traction  purposes.  The 
fibrous  stalks  or  peduncles  are  also  used  for  rope-making.  The  fruit 
(balah  or  tamr)  is  not  only  used  for  food  ;  by  compression  a  syrup  or 
molasses  is  extracted,  which  is  largely  consumed.  In  the  dry  state 
dates,  by  reason  of  their  mucilage,  are  mixed  with  other  fruits,  such 
as  jujubes,  figs,  raisins,  known  in  pharmacy  under  ihe  name  of  bechic 
or  pectoral  fruits,  and  from  these  several  very  useful  drinks  are  made 
for  aifections  of  the  chest.  The  chemical  composition  of  dates  is  the 
same  in  all  varieties,  but  the  proportions  vary  greatly.  The  compo- 
nent parts  are  as  follows  : — Water,  mucilage,  gum,  vegetable  albu- 
men, crystallizable  sugar,  uncrystallizable  sugar,  parenchyma,  cel- 
lulose, and  mineral  salts.  Coumarin  (Cig  Hg  OJ  is  also  found  in 
them  ;  it  is  a  neutral  crystalline  principle  of  an  agreeable  aromatic 
odor,  which  is  also  found  in  the  Melilot  and  principally  in  the  Ton- 
quin  bean,  or  seed  of  the  Coumarouna  odorata,  which  is  found  in 
Guiana.  In  Egypt  dry  dates  are  used  in  the  manufacture  of  alcohol. 
Those  called  "  Ibrim"  of  Lower  Nubia  are  preferred.  After  having 
removed  the  stones,  the  fruit  is  mashed  and  steeped  in  twice  its  weight 
of  water  at  a  temperature  of  25°  to  30^  Centig.,  until  fermentation 
has  well  set  in.  The  fermented  liquid  is  then  distilled,  and  yields 
weak  alcohol  of  an  empyreumatic  odor,  caused  by  an  oily  principle 
found  on  the  surface  of  the  residue  of  distillation.  By  purification 
•of  the  distilled  product,  an  alcohol  is  obtained  of  from  46''  to  50° 
€entig.,  of  which   largo    quantities   are  consumed,    after  some  gum 
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mastic  or  essence  of  aniseed  has  been  dissolved  in  it.  By  a  prolonged 
fermentation  a  good  vinegar  is  obtained.  The  fine  yellow  dates  of 
Rosotta  and  Burlos,  when  not  quite  ripe,  are  preserved  and  much 
sought  after  in  Europe,  and  might  become  the  object  of  an  important 
commerce.  In  making  this  the  epidermis  is  removed,  and  the  two 
ends  cut  off;  the  stone  is  taken  out  by  means  of  a  small  piece  of  wood, 
and  the  fruit  thus  prepared  is  boiled  in  water  to  soften  and  separate 
an  astringent  princij)le  ;  tliey  are  then  put  to  drain  in  a  basket,  after 
which  they  are  put  in  :i  glazed  pot.  There  is  then  added  some  hot 
concentrated  essence  of  .^ugar,  in  which  they  are  left  for  six  hours  ; 
at  the  end  of  this  time  the  syrup,  having  lost  its  consistency  by  rea- 
son of  its  mixture  with  the  water  contained  in  the  dates,  is  put  on  the 
fire,  and  it  is  concentrated  as  before.  Some  more  dates  are  then 
added,  into  which  torrefied  almonds  have  been  placed,  or  some  pista- 
chios instead  of  the  stone.«,  in  order  to  keep  them  from  getting  out  of 
shape.  It  is  then  boiled  again  until  the  syrup  becomes  more  solid, 
and  afterwards  put  in  earthenware  pots.  After  cooling,  a  little  pul- 
verized sugar,  impregnated  with  essence  of  lemon,  is  added  to  flavor 
it.  The  stones  or  kernels  (Naoua)  are  also  put  to  several  uses.  The 
nomad  Arabs  of  the  deserts,  who  consume  a  large  quantity  of  dates, 
pulverise  the  stones,  which  they  mix  with  dates  of  inferior  quality, 
and  make  into  balls  ;  these,  after  being  slightly  dried,  are  given  to 
their  camels  for  food.  The  stones  of  certain  kinds  of  dates  like  those 
of  Rosetta  and  Burlos,  being  rather  large,  are  carved  and  pierced  to 
make  beads  for  rosaries.  They  are  also  greatly  used  for  fuel.  It  is 
said  that  the  Chinese  mix  a  quantity  of  charcoal  made  from  a  species 
of  date  stone  with  their  Indian  ink.  They  also  use  this  charcoal  as 
a  dentifrice.  A  tree  of  such  great  utility  as  the  date  ought  to  be  very 
rarely  destroyed.  Generally  only  the  males  ore  cut  down  when  they 
are  too  numerous,  or  the  females  when  their  great  age  renders  them 
unproductive;  but  previously  a  soft  milky  sap  is  obtained  from  the 
extremity  of  the  stipe  by  cutting  a  horizontal  hole  in  it,  deep  enough 
to  reach  the  heart  of  the  tree.  A  reed  is  shaped  to  fit  it,  M'hich  con- 
ducts the  sap  to  a  vessel.  This  liquor,  called  palm  milk,  ferments  in 
a  few  hours,  and  is  converted  into  a  sort  of  wine  of  a  pleasant  flavor. 
The  tree  is  then  cut  down  ;  the  branches  and  leaf  stalks  are  cut  oft', 
and  after  having  removed  the  woody  fibres  which  surround  the  cab- 
bage or  heart  (goumar),  this  is  taken  out.  It  is  a  terminal  shoot, 
formed  of  white  and  tender  scaly  superposed  layers,  of  the  consistence 
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of  a  fresh  almond,  which  it  resembles  in  flavor.  This  edible  cabbage 
of  the  date  tree  is  in  great  request. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  interesting  article,  the  following  fur- 
ther particulars  are  added  respecting  the  date  and  its  products,  by  the 
Editor  of  the  Journal  of  Applied  Science. 

There  are  some  varieties  of  dates  which  ripen  and  decay  on  the 
tree,  and  of  which  the  pulp  is  leathery  and  doughy,  but  the  more  com- 
mon become  soft  and  sweet.  The  date  ouglit  to  be  gathered  while 
still  firm  and  sour,  and  ought  to  be  placed  into  heaps  in  order  to  un- 
dergo fermentation  to  soften  them.  The  different  kinds  of  fresh  dates 
most  often  seen  in  the  Cairo  markets  are  the  early  red  dates  (balah 
hajany)  and  the  yellow  sweet  dates  (balah  ama'at).  The  date  has 
from  two  or  six  to  twelve  or  fourteen  spadices.  But  when  they  are 
too  numerous,  it  becomes  requisite  to  remove  some  in  order  that  the 
tree  shall  not  be  weakened  or  thrown  down  by  the  weight  of  the 
bunches,  and  the  fruit,  being  too  numerous,  would  not  be  of  such  good 
quality.  Four  hundred  weight  of  dates  have  been  gathered  from  one 
tree.  In  no  country  is  the  date  so  productive  as  in  Egypt.  The 
date  does  not  always  produce  a  good  crop  ;  it  usually  happens  that 
after  a  very  large  one,  the  next  year  they  only  produce  a  medium 
quantity,  very  often  only  but  a  small  yield,  and  sometimes  none  at 
all.  There  are  a  great  many  varieties  of  the  date,  which  differ  in  the 
size,  form,  and  quality  of  the  fruit.  By  color  it  may  be  divided  into 
three  classes — the  red,  yellow  and  white.  Those  coming  from  CJpper 
Egypt  and  the  Oasis  are  the  most  esteemed.  They  ripen  in  Upper 
Egypt  about  the  end  of  June,  while  in  Middle  and  Lower  Egypt  they 
are  a  month  or  six  weeks  later.  The  country  from  whence  the  date 
originally  came  is  not  well  known.  The  Arabs  say  it  originated  in 
Arabia  Felix.  It  grows  spontaneously  in  Egypt,  and  seems  to  have 
naturalized  itself  there  from  the  most  ancient  times.  In  the  towns — 
Cairo  for  example — there  are  date  trees  between  the  houses  and 
around  the  mosques,  or  in  gardens,  the  trunks  of  which  are  sixty-five 
feet  high.  The  highest  in  Cairo  was  near  Kair-Nil,  and  measured 
eighty-five  feet.  It  was  so  high  that  the  wind,  by  dint  of  bending  it, 
overthrew  it  altogether  two  years  ago.  and  thus  the  patriarch  of  date 
trees,  which  was  remarked  by  the  scientific  men  who  accompanied  the 
Eastern  army  under  General  Bonaparte,  and  which  was  about  two 
hundred  years  old,  finished  its  existence.  The  date  is  found  all  over 
Egypt,  and  produces  excellent  fruit.    According  to  Strabo,  they  were- 
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formerly  of  bad  quality  in  Egypt,  except  at  Thebes,  the  reason  of 
"which  was,  without  doubt,  that  they  were  only  cultivated  and  looked 
after  in  that  region.  In  the  forests,  the  date  is  found  in  hundreds  of 
thousands,  this  aspect  being  majestic  and  sorrowful.  On  seeing  these 
naked  trunks  rear  themselves  to  sixty  or  seventy  feet  in  the  air,  one 
is  reminded  of  those  delicate  columns  which  the  architecture  of  the 
middle  ages  scattered  with  such  profusion  in  its  buildings. 

The  date  is  the  national  tree  of  the  Egyptians,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  useful  to  man,  in  that  all  its  parts  are  utilised  in  art,  industry, 
medicine,  and  domestic  economy.  Its  culture  has  been  improved  by 
the  Arabs,  who  have  obtained  a  large  number  of  fine  varieties — as 
many  as  thirty  distinct  ones  are  enumerated.  There  are  generally 
four  hundred  trees  pi-r  feddan  (4,500  square  yards).  Delile  states, 
in  his  "Flora  of  Egypt,"  that  from  what  he  has  heard  from  the  grow- 
ers in  the  neighborhood  of  Cairo,  it  is  possible  when  a  tree  is  old  and 
produces  little  fruit,  to  shorten  and  replant  it.  A  year  before  this 
takes  place,  two  pieces  of  wood  are  forced  into  the  trunk,  in  the  shape 
of  a  cross,  at  about  three  yards  from  the  top  ;  the  wedges  and  holes 
in  the  tree  are  then  covered  with  mud,  held  on  by  a  network  of  cord. 
It  is  always  kept  damp ;  every  day  during  the  summer  a  man  mounts 
the  tree  and  waters  it.  This  he  does  by  first  climbing  to  the  top  of 
the  tree,  and  then  drawing  up  a  pitcher  of  water,  which  he  throws  on 
the  mud.  At  the  end  of  the  winter,  radicles  are  found  formed  under 
it.  The  tree  is  then  cut  off  below  the  mud,  and  planted  in  a  hole 
near  a  trench,  so  that  it  may  be  easily  watered. — Journal  vf  Applied 
Science,  Aug.  1,  1873. 

NOTES  ON  THE  CULTIVATION   AND  PREPARATION  OF 

LACTUCARIUM.* 

By  Thomas  Fairouikve. 

Lactucarium — a  substance   allied   to   opium  in   appearance  and  in 

physical    and    physiological   properties — is  prepared  from   the  milky 

juice   of  various    species   of  Lactuca.     It   was    introduced    into    the 

pharmacy  of  this  country  by  Dr.  Duncan,  Professor  of  Materia  Med- 

ica,  Edinburgh,  in  the  early  part  of  this  century  ;  but  it  had  been  in 

•use  for  some   time   previously  in  America,  on  the  recommendation  of 

Dr.  Coxe,  of  Philadelphia.     Professor  Duncan  employed  the  garden 

*  " 'I'ransactioDs  and  Proceedings  of  the  Botanical  Society  of  Edinburgh," 
•vol.  \'\.  part  2. 
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lettuce  as  his  soui'ce  of  lactucariura,  and  his  process  of  preparation 
was  as  follows:  When  the  plant  reached  the  flowering  period,  a  por- 
tion of  the  stalk  was  cut  off,  and  the  milky  juice  which  exuded  was 
permitted  to  harden  in  the  sun.  On  the  following  day  this  hardened 
juice  was  secured  by  cutting  a  thin  slice  off  the  stalk,  and  to  this 
fresh  wound  a  further  quantity  of  juice  flowed  and  again  hardened, 
and  so  the  process  continued  from  day  to  day  till  the  plant  was  ex- 
hausted. The  thin  slices  which  bore  the  thickened  juice  were  digest- 
ed in  spirit  of  wine  till  a  solution  of  a  certain  degree  of  concentration 
"was  obtained,  which  was  then  evaporated  to  a  thick  extract. 

Among  later  local  cultivators  were  the  late  Dr.  Young  of  Canou- 
mills,  and  Mr.  John  Duncan,  of  Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.,  who  used 
the  wild  lettuce,  Lactuca  virosa,  as  the  source  from  which  they  drew 
lactucarium.  This  plant  is  still  found  sparingly  on  Arthur's  Seat, 
near  Dudingston,  and  is  abundant  on  the  rocks  of  Stirling  castle  and 
elsewhere. 

For  the  last  sixteen  years  I  have  had  from  one  to  two  acres  under 
cultivation  for  the  preparation  of  lactucarium.  The  plant  employed 
is  Lactuca  virosa,  var.  montana,  the  seeds  being  sown  in  autumn,  and 
the  young  plants  planted  out  early  in  the  following  spring.  The 
plant,  under  favorable  circumstances,  grows  to  a  height  of  from  10 
to  12  feet,  with  a  stalk  of  from  1  to  1|  inch  in  diameter.  The  flowers 
appear  about  the  end  of  July  and  continue  throughout  August.  The 
capitulum  only  expands  during  sunshine,  and  as  when  in  fruit  the 
least  breath  of  air  wafts  away  the  pappose  achenes,  the  collection  of 
seed  is  a  matter  of  constant  anxiety  and  attention.  In  one  wet  and 
sunless  autumn  I  was  unable  to  secure  a  single  seed,  none  having 
ripened. 

In  favorable  seasons  the  collection  of  the  juice  may  commence 
about  the  middle  of  July,  but  it  more  commonly  is  the  beginning  of 
August  before  anything  is  done.  The  plants  are  then  from  3  to  5 
feet  high,  with  thick  succulent  stalks,  and  the  flower-buds  just  appear- 
ing. The  collectors  proceed  over  the  field,  cutting  the  head  of  each 
stalk,  and  scraping  the  flow  of  juice  into  their  vessels — one  person 
cutting  being  followed  by  two  collecting  the  juice.  This  process  they 
repeat  six  or  seven  times  a  day,  each  time  a  new  cut  being  made  a 
little  lower  down  the  stalk.  The  period  of  collection  generally  lasts 
from  six  weeks  to  two  months,  closing  usually  about  the  third  week 
in  September  ;  but  for  the  last  two  years  I  collected  up  to  the  end  of 
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September.  Towards  the  close  of  the  season  tlic  plants  become  so 
woody  and  hard  that  it  is  with  great  difficulty  new  cuts  can  be  made 
for  the  flow  of  the  juice.  About  this  time  the  frosty  nights  seriously 
influence  the  flow  of  the  juice,  and  determine  the  cessation  of  the 
year's  collection.  The  juice  after  frost  usually  becomes  of  a  watery 
consistence,  and  wiu-n  it  remains  thick,  as  it  sometimes  does,  it  is  so 
deteriorated  in  quality  as  to  be  worthless. 

The  amount  collected.  <luring  the  day  is  by  the  evening  changed 
into  a  thick  viscous  mass.  It  is  then  turned  out  of  the  vessels,  di- 
vided into  pieces  suitable  for  drying,  and  spread  out  to  the  influence 
of  a  fire,  as  the  sun  heat  in  our  climate  is  not  sufficiently  strong  for 
the  drying  process.  The  time  occupied  in  drying  varies  according 
to  the  heat  applied,  but  I  obtain  the  best  results  in  about  five  days. 

As  regards  the  yield  of  lactucarium  much  depends  upon  the  season. 
In  rainy  weather  no  collection  can  be  made  ;  moist  warm  weather 
causes  the  greatest  flow  of  juice,  while  in  dry,  hot  seasons  the  stalks 
are  slender,  the  yield  of  juice  small,  but  usually  of  very  superior 
quality.  So  much  does  the  yield  vary  that  in  some  seasons  the  col- 
lecting vessel  of  8  or  9  oz.  capacity  is  not  more  than  half  filled 
daily,  and  in  other  years  three  such  measures-full  are  gathered  each 
day.  Generally  six  such  measures,  equal  to  a  little  more  than  4  11» 
of  thickened  juice,  yield  1  lb  of  solid  lactucarium.  On  an  average 
I  calculate  each  plant  yields  40  to  50  grains  of  lactucarium,  but  this 
estimate  includes  plants  of  all  descriptions.  Were  the  really  healthy 
and  productive  plants  only  taken  into  account,  the  average  yield 
would  be  much  greater. 

A  verj-  small  quantity  of  iactuc.iriutn  is  now  used  in  the  medical 
practice  of  this  country,  and  I  do  not  know  tlie  source  of  demand 
which  I  aui  annually  called  on  to  supply. 

For  many  reasons  lactucarium  cultivation  is  a  precarious  industry. 
Besides  its  (U-pendence  on  rainy  or  dry  weather,  wind  is  fatal  to  the 
plants  in  all  stages  after  the  ^tems  have  shot  up.  From  their  first 
appearance,  the  plants  are  also  peculiarly  liable  to  be  attacked  at 
the  root  by  a  species  of  grub,  which  causes  great  havoc.  —  Lond. 
Pharm.  Journ.  hikI  Tmux.,  June  7,  1H73. 
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ON  THE  MANUFACTURE  OF  CHLORAL  HYDRATE  IX 

GERMANY. 
By  Gustav  Detsenyi. 

The  extraordinary  reduction  in  the  price  of  hydrate  of  chloral 
since  1869 — from  90  thalers  per  kilo  to  3  thalers — is  easily  explained 
when  we  consider  the  enormous  increase  in  its  production  which  the 
demand  for  it  has  created.  Early  in  the  year  1869,  Dr.  Liebreich, 
of  Berlin,  introduced  it  as  a  medicine,  and  thus  gave  an  impulse  to 
the  invention  of  simpler  and  cheaper  methods  of  preparing  it,  and 
to-day  its  manufacture  has  reached  such  a  state  of  perfection  that  we 
can  scarcely  imagine  any  essential  improvement  in  it  possible.  Three 
years  ago  it  was  scarcely  possible  to  prepare  a  few  pounds  of  chemi- 
cally pure  chloral  hydrate  in  as  many  weeks  ;  now  500  pounds  per 
day  are  made  in  a  few  German  chemical  works. 

The  principal  part  of  the  operation  is  passing  clilorine  gas  into  90 
per  cent,  alcohol.  The  chlorine  is  made  from  muriatic  acid  and  black 
oxide  of  manganese.  In  Schering's  establishment,  in  Berlin,  a  large 
crock  of  stoneware,  four  or  five  feet  high,  is  half  filled  with  the  black 
oxide  of  manganese,  and  muriatic  acid  is  allowed  to  flow  in.  A  de- 
livery tube  of  lead  and  glass  conducts  the  chlorine  thus  generated  to 
a  Woulfe  bottle,  where  it  passes  through  water,  and  thence  into  a 
carboy  containing  120  to  150  pounds  of  96  per  cent,  alcohol.  A 
second  carboy  is  also  connected  with  the  first,  in  order  to  collect  the 
hydrochloric  acid  formed. 

The  chlorine  is  passed  uninterruptedly  for  twelve  or  fourteen  days, 
until  the  alcohol  is  warmed  to  60°  or  70°  C,  and  acquires  a  density 
of  41°  Baumd.  This  forms  one-half  of  the  operation,  and  requires 
cautious,  conscientious  and  experienced  workmen.  Especial  attention 
must  be  devoted  to  the  luting  and  to  refilling  the  chlorine  generator. 
The  apparatus  is  luted  with  a  paste  of  bran  flour  and  water,  and  the 
cover  of  the  crock  is  loaded  with  heavy  weights.  Before  renewing 
the  charge  of  black  oxide  of  manganese,  the  chloride  of  manganese 
solution  is  drawn  off  by  a  cock  near  the  bottom,  and  the  clilorine  in 
the  vessel  allowed  to  escape  by  a  delivery  tube  that  goes  up  through 
the  roof  into  the  open  air.  In  the  Berlin  establishment  above  men- 
tioned there  are  forty  of  these  apparatus  at  work,  producing  three 
carboys  of  chloral  per  day. 

The  second  pare  of  the  operation  consists  in  the  purification  of  the 
chloral  hydrate.      For  this  purpose  the   ehlorated   alcohol,  before  ub- 
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taincd,  is  placed  in  a  copper  still  lined  witli  lead,  and  capable  of  hold- 
ing from  oOO  to  400  pounds,  and  mixed -with  an  equal  weight  of  oil  of 
vitriol,  and  then  carefully  heated  over  an  open  charcoal  fire  to  the 
boiling  point.  A  considerable  quantity  of  muriatic  acid  is  thus  driven 
off,  while  the  chloral  vapors  are  condensed  by  an  upright  cooler.  The 
boiling  is  continued  until  hydrochloric  acid  ceases  to  be  given  ofiF, 
which  usually  requires  seven  or  eight  hours  for  150  pounds  of  chloral. 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  in  this  operation  the  contaminating  ah.-oholate 
of  chloral  is  entirely  destroyed. 

The  cooler  is  now  taken  away,  the  still  provided  with  a  thermom- 
eter, and  the  free  chloral  distilled  off.  At  first  the  liquid  boils  at 
95°  to  96°  F.,  and  by  the  time  the  thermometer  rises  to  100°  all  the 
chloral  has  gone  over,  and  the  distillation  may  be  stopped.  The  dis- 
tillate is  now  rectified  in  a  smaller  copper  retort  or  still,  holding  but 
150  to  180  pounds,  lined  with  lead,  and  provided  with  a  delicate  ther- 
mometer. Before  distilling,  the  free  hydrochloric  acid  still  remaining 
in  the  chloral  is  neutralized  with  triturated  chalk.  The  distilled 
chloral  is  caught  in  glass  flasks,  and  three  ounces  of  water  added  io 
oyery  four  pounds  of  chloral,  and  cooled  rapidly  by  continuous  shak- 
ing. If  required  to  be  crystallized,  it  is  emptied  into  large,  flat  por- 
celain dishes,  and  in  half  an  hour  forms  the  large,  flat  crystals  so 
much  in  demand  in  America.  These  are  broken  into  smaller  pieces 
and  packed  in  stone  jars  for  shipment.  Sometimes  it  is  dissolved  in 
chloroform,  from  which  it  crystallizes  in  about  a  week.  The  crystals 
are  freed  from  the  mother  liquor  by  a  centrifugal  machine,  and  dried 
in  a  closet  heated  by  steam.  The  mother  liquor  wiiich  is  thrown  oft 
can  be  used  to  dissolve  a  new  portion  instead  of  chloroform. 

Having  sketched  the  production  of  chloral  on  a  large  scale,  we 
may  now  look  alter  the  by-products,  which  play  such  an  important 
role. 

Chloride  of  manganese  is  formed  in  immense  quantities,  and  unfor- 
tunately finds  but  little  use  in  the  arts.  Schering  has  collected  in 
two  years  about  5,000  carboys  of  this  solution,  and  no  small  capital 
is  invested  in  the  e<jntaining  vessels,  so  that  at  last  it  has  become 
necessary  to  throw  it  away. 

The  second  by-product  is  the  hydrochloric  acid  from  passing  chlo- 
rine through  the  alcohol  and  from  the  first  distillation.  This,  of 
course,  is  returned  to  the  chlorine  generator. 

The  etherial  liquid  which  collects  in  the  last  carboy,  under  the  hy- 
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hydrochloric  acid,  is  also  interesting.  According  to  an  analysis  by 
Dr.  Krtemer,  of  Berlin,  it  is  a  mixture  of  chlorides  of  ethylene  and 
ethylidono,  both  of  which  are  employed  in  medicine.  The  chloride  of 
ethylidene  was  also  introduced  by  Dr.  Liebreich  as  an  anesthetic- 
These  liquids  are  separated  by  fractional  distillation  in  the  usual 
manner  in  copper  retorts.  The  free  hydrochloric  acid  contained  in 
them  must,  of  course,  be  neutralized  with  soda  or  potash,  and  the 
liquids  dried  over  chloride  of  calcium.  Although  their  boiling  points 
differ  by  23°  C,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  absolutely  separate  large 
quantities  of  them. 

The  next  and  last  by-product  is  the  sulphuric  acid  used  in  expell- 
ing the  hydrochloric  acid.  This  is  sold  at  a  low  price  for  use  in  other 
manufactories  where  its  impurities  do  no  harm,  as,  for  instance,  in 
making  soda  water. — Journ.  of  Applied  Chemistry,  August,  1873. 


TOXICOLOGICAL  DETECTION  OF  PHOSPHORUS. 

By  Prof.  G.  Dragendorff. 

We  extract  the  following  from  a  notice  of  Dragendorff's  "Manual 
of  Toxicology  "  :  The  detection  of  phosphorus  can  be  effected  by  two 
methods  :  we  either  seek  to  isolate  it  as  such,  or  at  least  to  exhibit  its 
luminous  properties  ;  or,  we  endeavor  to  find  its  products  of  oxida- 
tion other  than  phosphoric  acid  (which,  of  course,  is  naturally  present 
in  the  animal  body).  Mitscherlich's  procedure  is  based  upon  the  iso- 
lation of  the  phosphorus  by  distillation  and  the  exhibition  of  its  pe- 
culiar light.  The  suspected  fluids  are  diluted,  if  needful,  with  water, 
and  the  homogeneous  mixture  introduced  into  a  flask  of  suiEcient  size. 
Sulphuric  acid  is  then  added.  The  flask  is  closed  with  a  cork,  through 
which  passes  a  tube  bent  twice  at  right  angles,  2  or  3  centimetres  in 
diameter  and  5  or  6  long,  and  communicating  with  a  Liebig's  con- 
denser of  glass.  Heat  is  then  applied  to  the  flask,  and  the  process  of 
distillation  carried  onin  a  darkened  room.  Luminous  vapors  appear 
in  the  flask  as  soon  as  the  liquid  is  in  ebullition.  These  vapors  grad- 
ually ascend  the  tube,  and  become  alffiost  permanent  at  the  spot  where 
the  first  drops  of  watery  vapor  condense.  Fresenius  and  Neubauer 
have  recognized  these  luminous  vapors  for  half  an  hour  with  a  solu- 
tion containing  1  milligrm.  of  phosphorus  diluted  to  200,000  parts. 
Husemann  and  Marmd  introduced  1  c.c.  of  phosphuretted  oil  into  the 
stomach  of  a  rabbit,  and  obtained  distinct  luminous  indications  from 
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the  contents  of  the  stomach,  the  animal  having  been  killed  five  hours 
-afterwards.  The  distillate  may  contain  granules  of  phosphorus  even 
when  none  can  be  recognized  in  the  matters  submitted  to  distillation. 
The  process,  however  delicate,  is  not  applicable  in  all  cases.  Certain 
products  of  putrefaction,  creasote,  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  alcohol, 
ether,  and  oil  of  turpentine  prevent  the  appearance  of  the  luminous 
vapors.  The  phosphorus  may  always  be  detected  when  in  quantity 
sufficient  to  separate  out  in  granules,  but  the  presence  of  these  foreign 
bodies  may  mask  mere  traces.  In  such  cases  the  distillate  is  subjected 
to  a  further  examination.  Scheerer  recommends  to  distil  in  a  current 
of  carbonic  acid  gas,  in  order  to  prevent  any  of  the  phosphorus  being 
lost  by  oxidation.  By  this  method,  however,  the  valuable  character 
of  luminosity  is  sacrificed.  It  may  happen  that  all,  or  most  of  the 
phosphorus,  has  been  transformed  into  phosphorous  or  hypophospho- 
rous  acid,  in  which  case  little  or  no  luminous  vapor  can  be  detected  by 
the  above-mentioned  method.  The  vapors  of  phosphorous  and  hypo- 
phosphorous  acids  reduce  salts  of  silver,  and  consequently  blacken 
filter-paper  saturated  with  an  argentic  solution.  This  reaction  is  so 
sensitive  that  when  it  fails  we  may  be  sure  of  the  absence  of  phos- 
phorus. The  converse  unfortunately  does  not  hold  good,  since  many 
bodies  produce  a  similar  reaction,  e.  g.,  formic  acid  and  sulphuretted 
hydrogen.  Hence  Scheerer  recommends  the  simultaneous  employ- 
ment of  paper  soaked  in  acetate  of  lead,  which  is  blackened  by  sul- 
phuretted hydrogen,  but  not  by  the  acids  of  phosphorus.  Fresenius 
and  Neubauer  have  shown  that  ozone  may  give  a  brown  color  to  the 
lead-paper.  It  is,  therefore,  better  to  replace  the  lead  with  other  test- 
papers  prepared  with  nitro-prusside  of  sodium,  arsenious  acid,  and 
chloride  of  antimony.  The  simultaneous  eoloration  of  these  papers 
will  show  the  presence  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  but  will  prove  noth- 
ing as  to  the  simultaneous  presence  or  absence  of  the  phosphorous 
acids.  Scheerer  proposes  to  search  for  phosphorus  in  the  silver  paper. 
It  is  to  be  washed  with  boiling  w;iter,  the  silver  separated  with  hydro- 
chloric acid,  and  phosphoric  acitl  determined  in  the  filtrate  by  means 
of  molybdate  of  ammonia.  It  is  better  to  dissolve  the  filter-paper  in 
aqua  regia.  The  only  drawback  to  this  process  is  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  filter-paper  absolutely  free  from  phosphates.  Dussard  and 
Blondlot  treat  the  homogeneous  mass  under  examination  with  pure 
zinc  and  sulphuric  acid.  The  gas  generated  contains  phosphides  of 
hydrogen,    and    burns    with   a   fharacteristic  green  flame.      The   gas 
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before  being  burnt,  is  freed  from  every  trace  of  sulphuretted  hydro- 
gen by  being  passed  through  tubes  filled  with  pumice  steeped  in  pot- 
assa-lye.      It  should  be  burnt  at  a  platinum  orifice,  for  the  yellow  col- 
oration of  soda  in  the  glass  would  otherwise  mask  the  reaction.     The 
hydrogen   must  not  be   mixed  with   arseniuretted  or  antinioniuretted 
hydrogen.      The  presence  of  alcohol,  ether,  and  other  organic  matters 
is  fatal  to  the  reaction.      The  green  color  is  more  distinct  by  daylight 
than  in  a  darkened  room.      Blondlot  lias  remarked  that  the  phosphu- 
retted  hydrogen   disengaged  gives  a  black  precipitate,  phosphide  of 
silver,  in  solutions  of  nitrate  of  silver.     The  phosphide,  placed  in  a 
suitable  apparatus  with   zinc  and   hydrochloric  acid,  gives  off  a  gas 
which  burns  with  a  green  flame.     In  this  manner  he  removes  the  or- 
ganic matters  which  interfere  with  Dussard's  procedure.     The  follow- 
ing is  his  method :  The  suspected  matters  are  converted  into  a  homo- 
geneous paste,  and  introduced  into  a  roomy  hjdrogen  apparatus  with 
zinc  and  sulphuric  acid.      The  gas  is  passed  through  a  solution  of  ni- 
trate of  silver.     The  precipitate  is  filtered  off,  when  it  no  longer  in- 
<'reases  in  bulk,  washed  and  introduced   into  a  small   apparatus,  and 
treated  as  above.     This  process  occasions   the  loss  of  a  part  of  the 
phosphorus.     Fresenius  and  Neubauer  have  proved  that  merely  two- 
thirds  of  the   phosphorus  are   thrown   down  as   phosphide  of   silver. 
These   two   chemists   combine    the   two   procedures  of   Mitscherlich- 
Scheerer  and  of  Dussard-Blondlot.     They  first  employ  the  method  of 
Mitscherlich,  or  that  of  Scheerer,  according  as  there  appears  to  be 
more  or  less  of  the  poison    present.     In   some  cases  not  merely  dis- 
tinct luminous  vapors   are  seen,  but  granules  of  phosphorus  are  iso- 
lated.     As  soon   as  these  characteristics  cease  to  appear,  nitrate  of 
silver  is  added  to  the  condensed  liquid,  and  the  distillation  is  contin- 
ued.    The   well-washed  precipitate  is  introduced  into  the  bydroo-en 
apparatus.    The  purity  of  the  zinc  and  sulphuric  acid  employed  should 
be  determined  by  a  previous   experiment.     Fresenius  and  Neubauer 
have  analyzed  a  liquid  (putrid  blood  and  water),  containing  1  milligrm. 
of  phosphorus  in  200,000.     The  first  400  c.c.  of  hydrogen  presented 
the  most  characteristic  reactions.     The  coloration  was  more  feeble 
with  the  400  next,  and  very  faint  but  still  perceptible  with  tne  400 
last.     Christoffe   and    Beilstein   recommend    the   examination  of  the 
flame  with  the  spectroscope.    The  residue  of  the  distillation  may  con- 
tain phosphorous  acid  formed  by  the  oxidation  of  the  phosphorus.    It 
may  be   treated  with  zinc  and  sulphuric  acid.     Phosphoric   acid  is 
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never  decomposed  in  these  conditions.  The  contrary  is  the  case  with 
the  hvpophdsphites,  which,  being  hitterly  employed  in  medicine,  may 
be  the  cause  of  errors. — Chem.  News  (Lond.),  July  18,  1873. 


THE  CINCHONA  PLANTATIONS  IN  JAVA. 

By  John  Eliot  Howard,  F.  L.  S. 

I  did  not  receive  till  last  Friday  a  pamphlet  called  'A  Contribu- 
tion towarils  the  Knowledge  of  the  Cinchona  Culture  in  Java.  By 
K.  W.  von  Gorkom.  Translated  from  Dutch  into  German  by  C 
Hasskarl."  This  paper,  which  may  be  considered  official,  helps 
greatly  towards  tlie  understanding  of  the  Very  important  question, 
"  From  whence  arises  the  superiority  of  the  Dutch  Calisaya  tree,  pro- 
ceeding from  Ledger's  seed,  over  those  raised  from  the  same  seed  in 
British  Indie  ?"  I  do  not  say  that  we  have  quite  a  definite  answer,, 
but  that  we  are  on  the  way  to  it,  and  shall  soon,  as  I  hope,  get  to  the 
bottom  of  the  business.  I  feel  some  responsibility  to  accomplish  this, 
as  in  reply  to  an  official  letter  of  inquiry  from  her  Majesty's  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  in  January,  1872,*  I  ventured  to  recommend 
the  cultivation  of  these  superior  kinds  of  Calisaya,  and  specially  of 
No.  V  Calisaya  (Broughton). 

There  is  a  contrast  now  pointed  out  between  the  plants  from  Brit- 
ish India  and  those  which  have  been  raised  in  Java.  "  In  1866 — 67 
there  were  raised  3000  plants  of  C.  Calisaya,  from  seed  obtained 
from  British  India.  These  have  quite  an  irregular  type,  so  that  their 
identity  with  the  remaining  Calisaya  plants  may  be  called  in  question. 
Almost  all  the  Calisaya  plants  raised  since  1868,  and  thus  planted 
out  in  the  open,  since  1869 — 70  proceed  from  the  trees  obtained  from 
Bolivian  seed.  They  show  themselves  by  an  unchangeable  type  and 
a  high  percentage  of  quinine,  so  that  from  this  source  in  a  few  yeara 
distinguished  bark  for  the  manufactories  may  be  expected." 

The  cultivators  in  Java,  having  obtained  the  real  sort,  have 
been  careful  to  propagate  it  by  cuttings,  not  trusting  to  the  vari- 
able results  of  the  seed.  And  what  is  this  typical  sort  ?  Of  this 
we  shall  doubtless  be  informed  from  Java.  At  present  I  can  only 
say  that  the  appear.ince  of  the  small  portion  of  the  bark  which  I  have 
Been  is  that  of  the  Zamlxt  (as  I  have  said),  and  its  contents  in  alka- 
loid,  7-44  per  cent,  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  against  7*40,  my  best 

*Sce  Pharm.  Journ..  March  9,  1872. 


'^sept.™,' 1873*"' }      ^^'*^  Cinchona  Plantations  in  Java.  419 

among  many  trials  of  this  sort,  confirms  me  in  this  view.*  At  the 
same  time  there  are  so  many  kindred  kinds  that  we  must  wait  dis- 
tinct specimens  of  the  flowers,  fruit  and  leaves  from  Java.  From 
British  India  we  shall,  I  hope,  receive  similar  specimens  of  their 
variety,  which  for  convenience  sake  I  shall  call  '■'■Calisaya  red  bark.'^ 
The  botanical  specimens  which  I  have  from  Ootacamund  are  all  C. 
Josephiana.  The  one  plant  remaining  from  these  I  r.iised  from  Led- 
ger's seed  is  C.  Calisaya  of  a  good  type.f  The  present  paper  so 
completely  confirms  what  I  have  written  that  I  might  have  saved 
myself  much  trouble  if  I  had  received  it  sooner.  It  seems  that  on 
July  1st,  last  year,  there  were  altogether  1,507,079  cinchona  trees  in. 
Java  (exclusive  of  C.  Pahudiana.)  Of  these  there  were  1,090,797 
trees  of  C.  Calisaya,  including  80,000  C.  Hasskarliana.  The  amount 
of  good  Calisaya  was,  at  the  very  utmost — "  1200  plants  planted  out 
in  the  open  in  1865-G,  in  1866  about  20,000  plants  of  like  origin 
(obtained  from  Mr.  Ledger)  and  in  1869  again  more  than  5000  plants. 
The  first  and  last  sending  of  the  seeds  were  through  Mr.  Schuhkraft, 
at  La  Paz,  in  Bolivia" — so  that  if  my  arithmetic  is  right,  there  were 
then  984,597  plants  of  poor  and  so-called  Calisaya  against  26,200 
real  and  good  trees.  I  sincerely  hope  the  proportion  may  be  reversed^ 
and  this  speedily. 

Of  these  inferior  sorts  Mr.  Von  Gorkom  says:  "The  old  original 
varieties  of  Calisaya  show  a  remarkably  varying  percentage  of  alka- 
loids, and  must  consequently  be  considered  more  as  medicinal  barks." 

But  though  of  little  account  for  the  production  of  quinine,  some  of 
these  trees  contain  (according  to  Mr.  ]\Ioens)  a  large  amount  of  con- 
chinin  (quinidine  of  Pasteur).  This  fact,  which  separates  them  widely 
from  the  genuine  Calisaya,  turns  out  most  fortunate  for  the  success  of 
the  plantations.  There  is  no  alkaloid  (unless  it  be  aricine)  so  sparing- 
ly produced  by  the  Cinchona  as  this  conchinin  (whilst  cinehonidine  on 
the  other  hand  is  most  abundant),  and,  as  it  happens  to  be  much 
sought  after,  it  may  soon  reach  a  price  in  the  market  near  to  that  of 
quinine. 

I  refer  to  the  original  paper  for  much  interesting  information,  and 
also  for  confirmation  of  what  I  have  written,  especially  about  the  C. 
Pahudiana,  which  has  been  planted  out  in  the  wild  forest,  and  (as  Mr. 
Von  Gorkom  justly  observes)   "what  has  been  obtained  from  these 

*  My  8  per  cent,  trial  was  from  the  bark  of  a  veri/  larr/e  Calisaya  tree,  of  1 
know  not  exactly  what  type. 

1 1  cannot  identify  it  either  with  the  Zamba  or  the  red  variety. 
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forest  plantations  is  clear  gain.  From  the  C.  Pahudiana  planted  out 
in  the  open  ground  since  lS(3:]-4  we  have  gathered  about  5000  kilo- 
grammes of  bark."  The  maximum  price  in  1872  sale  was  bs.  AiL,  and 
the  minimum  price  in  May,  1873,  was  2«,  The  whole  may  then  re- 
present at  least  <£1500  already  saved  from  destruction,  and  I  will  fur- 
ther add  that  this  tree,  "  which  has  now  become  historical,'*  is  not 
unlikely  to  improve  much  with  aye^  whilst  the  reverse  is  pretty  sup^  to 
be  the  case  (owing  to  the  cinchotannic  acid)  with  the  C.  suceirubra. — 
Fliann.  Journ.  (London),  July  19,  1873. 


I)aviclic5, 


Tnrntthylarniua  in  Eheuiii'tltsin. — Dr.  A.  Gubler  reviews  the  reports  of  Dr. 
rnjnrdin-Beaumetz  on  the  favorable  results  obtained  hj  bini  with  this  alkaloid, 
which  he  employed  under  the  name  of  propylamina.  and  compares  them 
with  his  own  observations  and  those  of  many  other  French  physicians;  lie 
eomes  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  nothing  to  justify  confidence  into  trime- 
thylamina  in  painful  articular  iheumatism.  Among  the  cases  cited,  there  are 
many  absolutely  unfavorable,  while  in  others  merely  a  happy  coincidence  cuu 
be  observed  ;  not  one  furnishes  a  decisive  proof  supporting  the  favorable  opin- 
ion entertained  by  some. — Journ.  de  Pharm.  et  de  CJii'm.,  1873,  June,  472— 
476. 

The  conclusions  arrived  at  by  Dr.  (jubler  are  fully  snpjjorted  by  the  results 
obtained  by  American  physicians  more  than  ten  years  ago.  At  that  time  the 
trimethylamina  employed  was  obtained  from  herring  ])ickle  purified  in  the  form 
of  hydrdchlorate  by  alcohol.  Dr.  Dujardiu-IJcaumelz  hut-  used,  in  a  number 
of  cases,  the  alkaloid  prepared  synthetically.  'I'rymethylamina,  or  as  it  is  still 
called  by  many,  propylamina,  will  probably  hereafter  remain  obsolete  as  a 
remedy  in  rheumatism  ;  whether  the  true  propylamina  deserves  any  better  fate, 
appears,  to  say  the  least,  very  doubtful,  accoidiug  to  the  observations  of  Dr 
Gubler. —  Hu.  A.m.  Jour.  Puakm. 

*  The  following  is  from  Mr.  Von  Gorkom's  account  of  the  Pahudiana:  "'I'liis 
sort  of  Cinchona  soon  raised  a  violent  contest.  Miquel  defined  it  as  the  wortli- 
lesB  C  Carnhayensis,  and  remained  of  the  same  opinion.  Howard  examined  it. 
carefully  and  described  it  as  a  new  kind,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  C.  Pa- 
hudiana, in  order  to  do  honor  to  the  statesman  to  whom,  without  contradiction, 
the  paternity  of  the  (.'inchona  culture  belongs.  The  value  of  this  C.  Pahudiana 
was  80  slronply  called  in  question,  that  the  Indian  (iovemment.  moved  by  the 
hiaher  authorities,  forbade  by  a  decree  of  llth  Sept.,  1B02,  its  further  extension." 
[ll  increased  notwithstanding  from  ;524,:{43  in  18C2  to  909,15.5  in  1HG6.|  "  Hut 
whatever  may  be  said  of  ihis  now  historical  plant,  it  has  shown  that  it  can  be 
useful  in  Pharmacy,  and  that  it.s  j)roduct  can  be  sold  for  a  considerable  price 
ip  Europe,     in  alkabtidal  eont<'ntH  ii  >tands  cerfuinly  near  our  oltirr  biiks."' 
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Inhalations  of  Bromine  in  Diphtheria  and  Croup — By  Dk.  Schutz. — The 
fact  that  diphtheritic  membranes  are  more  readily  soluble  in  a  solution  of 
bromide  of  potassium  than  in  lime  water,  or  other  substances  usually  em- 
ployed in  the  treatment  of  diphtheria,  induced  the  writer,  some  years  ago,  to 
adopt  inhalations  of  bromine  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  His  success 
therewith  has  been  so  good  that  he  again,  in  some  recent  rumbers  of  the 
Wiener  Med.  Wochenschrift,  urgently  commends  it  to  the  notice  of  the  pro- 
fession. He  advises  the  use  of  a  solution  of  pure  bromine  and  bromide  of 
potassium,  each  three-tenths  of  a  gramme,  to  water  150  grammes.  A  sponge 
is  soaked  in  this  solution,  placed  in  a  funnel  of  stiff  paper  and  held  over  the 
nose  and  mouth  for  inhalation,  just  as  is  done  with  ether  or  chloroform,  the 
inhalation  being  continued  for  five  or  ten  minutes,  and  repeated  every  half  hour 
or  hour.  The  odor  of  bromine,  as  diluted,  is  very  well  borne  even  by  infants. 
The  preparation  being  highly  volatile  and  decomposed  by  light,  must  be  guarded 
accordingly. — Kansas  City  Med.  Jour.,  Aug.,  1872,  from  Allg.  Med.  CentroJ- 
Zeituvg. 


AMERICAN    PHARMACEUTICAL   ASSOCIATION. 


NOTICE  OF  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  21st  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Assoc,  will  convene  at 
Virginia  Hall,  ia  the  City  of  Richmond,  Ya.,  on  the  I6ih  dxy  of  Septeiuhnr  (third 
Tuesday),  1873,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  .M.  As  this  will  be  the  first  meeting  held  in  the 
Southern  States,  it  is  earnestly  desired  that  the  different  sections  of  our  country  mas- 
he  fully  represented,  and  thereby  ^ive  evidence  of  its  national  chMracter,  and  of  a 
continued  and  growing  interest  in  the  Association.  The  city  of  Richmond  is  ea«y  of 
access  from  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  presents,  with  its  vicinity,  much  of  historic 
interest.  An  e.xcursion  to  Petersburg,  Fredericksburg,  and  .Mount  Vernon,  is  in  con- 
templation. D'tails  rela  ing  to  the  excursion,  and  to  the  hotel  accommodations  for 
the  visiting  members,  have  been  announced  by  the  Secretary.  Pharmacists  and  otiiprs 
eligible  for  member.-Jhip  are  invited  to  forward  or  present  their  names  for  election, 
and  thereby  aid  in  extending  the  usefulness  of  this  .Association.  Tne  necessary  blanks 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Permanent  Secretary,  Prof.  .John  .M.  Maisch,  145  North 
Tenth  street,  Philad-lphia,  Pa. 

The  e.xhibiiioa  of  obj^c  s  relating  to  Pharmacy  and  the  collateral  sciences,  has 
become  a  prominent  and  interestine  feature  of  our  annual  meetings,  and  we  hereby 
extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  all  who  may  have  a,pparatus  and  specimens  of  inter- 
est, either  ot  their  own  manufacture  or  ot'  others,  to  send  'hem,  pre-paid,  addressed 
to  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  at  Virginia  H.xll,  Richmond,  Va. 

ALBERT  E.  EBERT.   President. 
Chicofjo.  July,  1873.  * 


|g|;trnuccutial  Colleges  anir  |ls50ciatians. 

TiiK  Rhodk  I,si,a.vd  SrATB  Board  of  F'harmacv,  to  serve  three  years  from 
•Tuly  1.  1873,  has  been  appointed  as  follows:  Albert  L.  Calder,  "William  B. 
Blanding,  Ossian  Sumner  and  Norman  N.  Mason,  of  Providence;  Bela  P. 
Clapp.  of  Pawtncket ;  Albert  J.  Congdon,  of  East   Greenwich,  and  .James  H. 
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Taylor,  of  Newport.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  for  organization,  Mr.  Albert 
L.  Calder  was  elected  President,  and  Norman  N.  Mason,  Secretary  and  Reg- 
istrar for  the  full  term  of  their  appointment. 


The  Nkw  York  Coi.i.kge  of  Pharmacy,  we  are  informed,  will  have  to  fill 
a  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Pharmacy,  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Francis 
Weismann,  M.  D. 


The  New  Jersey  Pharmacectical  Association  held  its  fourth  summer  meet- 
ing in  the  parlors  of  the  Mansion  House,  at  Long  Branch,  on  Wednesday, 
August  13,  Only  about  thirty  members  were  present.  Owin<;  to  breaks  in 
railroads,  caused  by  the  severe  storm,  many  were  unable  to  attend.  After  read- 
ing the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting,  the  Legislative  Committee  presented 
a  very  full  and  satisfactory  report,  which  was  received  and  proper  measures 
adopted  to  act  upon  the  suggestions  contained  therein.  The  names  of  one 
member  from  each  county  were  added  to  the  Committee,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
their  efforts  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  "Pharmacy  bill"  in  the  next  Legis- 
lature will  be  successful. 

The  Standing  Committee  were  instructed  to  prepare,  and  present  to  the 
next  Legislature,  an  "Act  of  Incorporation."  which  shall  include  the  privilege 
of  estabiishiog  a  College  of  Pharmacy  in  the  State  whenever  the  Association 
may  deem  it  expedient.  A  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  condemning 
the  practice  which  too  generally  prevails  of  making  bar-rooms  of  drug  stores, 
and  recommending  druggists  throughout  the  State  not  to  allow  any  liquors  to 
be  drank  in  their  stores  under  any  pretext  whatever. 

A  very  interesting  article,  entitled  "  "Wanted,  a  Competent  Drug  Clerk." 
selected  from  the  Druggist's  Circular,  was  read,  and  received  the  hearty  ap- 
proval of  the  Association. 

An  answer  to  a  "  query,'' concerning  a  "Formulary  for  Unofficinals,"  was 
then  read,  in  which  the  writer  strongly  recommended  that,  inasmuch  as  "  uni- 
formity" was  the  great  desideratum,  the  A.'sociation  should  not  propound  a 
formulary  of  its  own,  but  adopt  that  which  probably  will  soon  be  published  by 
the  American  Association. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  to  make  arrangements  for  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing, and  to  procure  specimens  of  drugs,  new  preparations,  apparatus,  etc  ,  for 
exhibition.     The  Association  then  adjourned. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at  Jersey  City  on  the  second  Wednesday  in 
February,  1874.  » 


Thk  National  College  of  Pharmacy,  at  Washington,  I).  C,  held  its  first 
annual  meeting  last  month.  Mr.  W.  S.  Thompson  occupied  the  chair  and  Mr. 
J.  (J.  Fill  Secretary. 

Prof.  Oldberg  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  changing  th^ 
time  for  the  annual  meeting  to  the  second  Monday  in  April,  instead  of  the  first 
Monday  in   August.     Also,  an  amendment  to  the  by-laws,  providing  for  rules 
of  order.     'I'he  amendments  were  adopted. 

The  President  read  his  annual  rejjort. 

After  congratulating  the  College  upon  the  success  which   has  attended  the 
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•first  year  of  its  existence,  he  gives  a  history  of  the  organization  and  the  pro- 
gress made  up  to  this  time.  The  College  has  a  full  supply  of  apparatus  for 
■illustrating  the  lectures  on  chemistry  and  pharmacy,  and  splendid  speci- 
mens of  materia  medica.  He  recommends  the  change  of  the  annual  meeting 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  course  of  lectures  given  annually  by  the  College,  and 
the  raising  of  an  additional  sum  of  money  to  liquidate  some  debts.  The  amount 
subscribed  for  inaugurating  the  College  was  $1,565,  of  which  there  was  col- 
lected $262"50  ;  amount  received  from  students,  5^240;  new  members,  $24; 
total  amount  disbursed,  $1,517.  The  estimated  expense  of  the  College  for  the 
•coming  year  is  $1,000.  There  are  fifty-one  members  of  the  College.  He  states 
that  the  lectures  are  the  legitimate  object  of  the  Association,  and  urges  in- 
creased interest  in  procuring  attendance.  He  alluded  to  the  bill  introduced 
in  the  last  Legislative  Assembly  regulating  the  practice  of  pharmacy,  which 
had  not  passed  for  want  of  time,  but  expressed  the  hope  that  it  would  be  passed 
at  the  next  session. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  ;  President,  W.  S.  Thompson  ;  First 
Vice-President,  F.  S.  Gaither;  Second  Vice-President,  John  R.  Major;  Re- 
cording Secretary,  John  C.  Fill  ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  R.  B.  Ferguson  ; 
Treasurer.  J.  P.  Milburn;  Curator,  Z,  W.  Cromwell  ;  for  additional  trustees, 
J.  D.  O'Donnell,  W.  B.  Entwisle,  W.  G.  Duckett,  George  M.  Howard  and 
Rudolph  Oldberg. 

The  code  of  ethics  was  amended,  and  the  following  delegates  were  appointed 
to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  to  be  held 
at  Richmond  :  Prof.  Oscar  Oldberg,  J.  R.  Major,  F.  S.  Gaither,  W.  B.  Ent- 
wisle and  W.  S.  Thompson. 

On  motion,  the  President  of  the  College  was  authorized  to  act  as  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  ex  officio. 

The  .Secretary  was  directed  to  send  copies  of  the  report  of  the  President  to 
the  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy  and  Druggisfs  Circular  for  publication. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

The  Washington  Pharmaceutical  Association,  we  have  been  informed,  is 
the  title  of  an  organization,  principally  composed  of  pharmaceutical  assistants. 
Its  object  is  the  mutual  improvement  of  its  members  and  the  interchange  of 
•knowledge  pertaining  to  pharmacy.  The  Association  will  probably  be  repre- 
sented at  the  Richmond  meeting. 


St.  Louis  College  of  Pharmacy. — We  observe  from  the  annual  announce- 
ment that  the  qualifications  for  graduation  are  now  the  same  as  at  the  other 
•Colleges.  The  faculty,  in  consequence  of  some  resignations,  has  been  consti- 
tuted as  follows  :  Theodore  Fay,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  ;  Otto  A. 
Wall,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  and  Hubert  Primin,  Professor  of 
Pharmacy. 


California  College  of  Pharmacy. — The  inauguration  exercises  of  the  Cali- 
fornia College  of  Pharmacy  took  place  on  the  evening  of  July  8lh,  1873.  The 
•attendance  was  large — a  gratifying  proof  that  the  friends  of  pharmaceutical 
.progress  are  not  few  in  this  locality. 
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The  opening  address  was  delivered  by  Prof.  D.  C.  Oilman.  President  of  the 
University  of  Culifornia.  Addresses  were  also  delivered  by  Wni.  'V.  Wenzell', 
President  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy;  Dr.  K.  Beverly  Cole,  J.  G.  Steele  and 
Prof,  t^earby.  The  educational  work  of  the  College  actually  commenced  upon 
Friday  evening,  July  11th,  with  a  class  of  twenty-seven  students.  So  large  an 
attendance  shows  conclusively  that  the  young  pharmaci.sts  of  Culifornia  are 
fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  special  and  thorough  education  in  their  profes- 
sion. 

This  College  has  affiliated  with  the  University  of  California  in  conformity 
with  the  following  sections  of  the  "  Organic  Act  "  of  the  University  of  Cali- 
fornia : 

"Sections.  The  Board  of  Regents  may  affiliate  with  the  University,  and 
make  an  integral  part  of  the  same,  and  incorporate  therewith  any  incor- 
porated collfge  of  medicine  or  of  law,  or  other  special  course  of  instriictiou 
now  existing  or  which  may  hereafter  be  created,  upon  such  terms  as  to  the  re- 
spective ccrporatioiis  may  be  deemed  expedient  ;  and  such  college  or  colleges 
thus  affiliated  .'^hali  retain  the  control  of  their  own  projjerty.  with  their  own 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  their  own  Facnl'ies  and  Presidents  ot  the  same,  respec- 
tively, and  the  students  of  those  colleges,  recommended  by  the  respecti\e 
Faculties  thereof,  shall  receive  from  the  University  the  degrees  of  those  Col- 
leges. prov/(l(d.  however,  that  the  Pres.ideiil  of  the  University  shall  be.  ex 
officio,  a  member  of  the  Faculty  of  each  and  every  college  of  the  University,^ 
and  President  of  such  Faculty." 

"Skc.  is.  The  immediate  government  and  discipline  of  the  several  colleges 
shall  be  entrusted  to  their  separate  Faculties  and  the  resident  prolessors  of  the 
same,  each  of  which  shall  have  its  own  organization,  regulate  the  affairs  of  its 
own  college,  etc  ,  etc.      ^  ******  * 

The  agreemei.t  which  has  been  entered  into  is  as  follows  : 

"  In  accordance  with  the  Organic  Act  of  the  University  of  Califurnia,  the 
California  College  of  Pharmacy  is  hereby  affiliated  with  the  University,  upon 
the  following  ba.^is  . 

"The  College  will  maintain  its  own  Board  of  Trustees,  and  will  continue  to 
hold  its  own  property  as  if  this  affiliation  h^d  not  been  ugiced  upon. 

"The  College  will  also  appoint  its  own  professors  and  establish  its  own 
course  of  instruction,  subject  to  the  general  approbation  of  the  Regents  of  the 
University. 

"  The  University  will  confer  the  degree  of  Graduate  in  Pharmacy  upon  can- 
didates recctmmended  by  the  Board  of  KxamiJiers  of  the  College,  and  approved 
by  a  cdtnuiittee  to  be  designated  by  the  Ke;ients. 

"  This  agieenient  may  be  cancelled  by  mutual  consent,  at  any  time,  or  t>y  the 
withdrawal  of  either  party  tj  it,  after  twelve  months'  notice  to  the  other 
party." 

The  terms  of  affiliation,  it  appears  from  the  above,  are  very  liberal,  and  must 
be  advantageou.s  to  the  department  of  pharmacy,  being  thus  placed  under  the 
patronage  of  the  State,  and  retaining,  at  the  same  time,  all  the  essential  char- 
acteristics of  the  Colleges  of  Pharmacy  of  the  older  States,  and  jjarticularly 
the  most  important  of  all,  namely,  the  management  of  its  affairs  by  professional 
pharmacists. 

'I'be  fourchairs  in  the  (College  are  Gllcd  as  follows  :  Willard  B.  Rising,  Chem- 
istry; J.  Winchell  Forbes,  Pharmacy;  Wm.  M.  Scarby,  Materia  Medica,  and 
Uerm.  M.  Behr,  M.I).,  Botany. 

The  two-class  system  has  been  planned  for  three  chairs  somewhat  similar  to, 
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the  sketch  published  on  pag-e  523  of  our  last  volumes  ;  in  the  materia  mcdica. 
course  no  division  is  announced  in  the  prospectus,  a  virtual  admission,  we  take- 
it,  that  a  mere  division  of  the  courses  as  laid  out  by  the  older  colleges  is  not; 
equivalent  to  the  adoption  of  a  really  progressive  system  of  study. 

We  trust  that  the  first  college  of  pharmacy  on  the  Pacific   coast  will  meet 
with  (hat  good  success  to  which  the  energy  of  its  officers  and  members  entitles  it. 


Pharmackdtical  Society  of  Paris  — At  the  meeting  held  July  2d,  M.  Stan. 
Martin  presiding,  a  letter  was  read  from  the  President  of  the  Societe  de  frc- 
voyance  of  the  department  of  the  Seine,  calling  attention  to  the  advantages 
which  would  result  from  the  practical  examination  of  pharmaceutical  students; 
several  provincial  associations  have  instituted  such  examinations,  and  the 
Paris  Society  is  requested  to  establish  them  also  for  the  department  of  the 
Seine.  The  subject  was  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  MM.  Boudet, 
Roucher.  Mayet,  Hlondeau  and  Marais,  for  consideration  and  report. 

M.  Edme  Bourgoiu  exhibited  the  results  of  his  researches  on  the  influence  of 
heat  upon  succinate  of  silver  ;  if  this  salt  is  mixed  with  about  three  times  its 
weight  of  fine  sand,  and  gradually  heated  in  a  retort  to  180°  C,  vapors  are  dis- 
engaged continually  above  100°  C,  condensing  partly  into  an  oily  liquid,  partly 
into  crystals  ;  the  liquid  is  a  solution  of  maleic  acid  slightly  tinged  by  traces  of 
empyreumatic  products  ;  the  first  portion  of  the  sublimate  consists  likewise  of 
maleic  acid,  the  last  portion  of  succinic  acid  [Journ.  de  Pharni.  et  de  Ghim., 
1873,  Aug..  83  ) 

M.  Martin  exhibited  China  and  Tartary  nutgalls,  which  M.  U.  Soubeiran 
stated  are  produced  by  Aplus  sinensis  upon  Dystilium  racemosum  ;  within  the 
galls  several  generations  of  female  insects  are  produced,  afterwards  winged 
males  and  females  copulating  in  the  air,  the  females  determining  the  growth  of 
the  galls  by  the  deposition  of  their  e^'gs. 

M.  Marais  exhibited  infusions  of  clove  pink,  peony  and  red  poppy,  made  both 
with  distilled  and  with  common  water ;  the  latter  are  completely  altered,  while 
the  former  retain  their  agreeable  aroma  and  color.  M.  Boudet  remarked  that 
M.  Ward  has  demonstrated  this  long  since,  for  tea,  which  yields  a  more  agree- 
able infusion  with  much  less  tea,  if  distilled  water  is  used.  M.  Mehu  said  that 
in  preparing  extracts  distilled  water  only  should  be  used. 

Mr.  Mehu  presented  specimens  of  amraonio-ferric  citrate  and  tartrate,  which 
he  obtained  of  definite  composition  from  the  ferrous  salt.* 

M.  Roucher  expressed  the  belief  that  the  ceresin  presented  lately  by  M. 
Grassi  contains  vegetable  wax  ;  he  showed  some  paraffin  obtained  from  ozo- 
kerite, which  is  a  very  difi'erent  product;  it  exists  in  the  mineral  in  the  propor- 
tion of  55  per  cent. 


cSMtovial  Dcpavtmciit. 


The  Eastern  Exct-Rsiox  Trip  to  IIichmond,  to  the  meeting  of  the  American 
Pharmaceutical  Association  has  been  altered  to  meet  the  wishes  of  many  mem- 
bers desiring  to  spend  together  Sunday,  Sept..  14.     The  excursion  via  York. 
*  We  shall  refer  again  to  M.  Mfihu's  paper  in  our  next  number.— Ed.  Am.  Jour.  Phaem. 
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River  has  been  abandoned,  and  the  following  is  sobstituted  in  its  place  :  The 
■party  will  leave  BaltiTiiore  on  Saturday,  Sept.  13th.  at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  by  Bay 
line  steamers,  arrivintr  at  Fort  Monroe  and  Vue  de  rEaii  early  Sunday  morn- 
ing. On  Monday  morning  they  will  proceed  to  Richmond  by  James  River 
•steamers,  arriving  in  that  city  about  5  P.M.  After  the  final  adjournment,  it  is 
proposed  to  journey  to  Washington  via  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and  Poto- 
mac Railroad,  and  to  visit  Mount  Vernon  on  the  way  there. 

Excursion  tickets  will  be  sold  on  the  boat  on  Saturday  and  Monday  (Sept. 
15th).  at  Sll.  The  tickets  will  be  good  by  the  way  stated,  from  Baltimore  to 
Richmond  and  back  to  Washington,  1).  C.  Round  trip  tickets  over  the  route 
as  proposed  above  are  issued  from  and  back  to  New  York  at  excursion  rates 
(S22..SU),  The  same  excursion  tickets  (No.  203  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad) 
■will  also  be  sold  in  Boston  to  accommodate  the  members  from  New  England. 

In  all  cases  where  baggage  can  be  checked  to  Baltimore  only,  the  excur- 
sionists with  their  baggaire  will  be  transferred  free  of  charge  from  the  connect- 
ing trains  to  the  boat.  Baggage  checks  must  be  handed,  on  the  train,  to  the 
Bay  line  agent,  or  to  the  agent  of  the  Union  Transfer  Company. 

Special  accommodations  will  be  provided  on  the  boat  to  the  excursionists ; 
all  intending  to  participate  should,  therefore,  report  at  once  the  number  of 
'berths  required  to  Mr.  J.  F.  Hancock.  Baltimore. 


American  Medicatf.d  Pii.i.s  at  the  Vienna  Exposition. — The  "  Zeitschr. 
des  allgem.  uesterr.  Apolh.  Vereines"  contains  in  its  issue  of  July  .10  a  paper 
on  this  subject,  from  which  we  extract  the  following: 

Among  the  articles  on  exhibition  from  the  United  States,  belonging  to  Group 
ITI  (chemical  products),  our  attention  is  attracted  by  a  collection  of  white  and 
red  globules,  put  up  in  elegant  bottles  of  different  shapes  and  dinien.'^ions.  We 
would  suppose  them  to  be  some  dainties  if  they  were  not  embraced  in  (J roup 
III.  and  on  further  examination  we  find  here  almost  all  medicinal  substances 
of  the  United  States  in  the  form  of  pills.  We  requested  the  representatives 
of  these  firms  for  some  details  about  the  sugar-coated  pills,  as  they  are  called, 
and  learned  that  they  are  a  necessity  for  the  practical  American,  and  that  he 
supposes  not  to  be  able  to  exist  without  them.  In  case  he  is  taken  sick,  he 
asks  the  physician,  or  a  friend  in  whom  he  has  confidence,  what  can  be  done 
against  his  ailment,  and  receives  the  advi-je  to  take  .some  kind  or  other  of  pills. 
The  patient  buys  them,  and  in  case  he  gets  well  he  will  never  again  be  without 
these  pills;  he  will  always  carry  them  with  him,  and  if  unwell  take  a  few  of 
them. 

We  mn<it,  howpyer,  not  forget  that  this  is  possible  only  in  a  country  like 
America  where  the  largest  portion  of  the  physicians  are  charlatans,  and  where 
(pharmacy  may  be  practiced  accordin:^  to  the  notions  of  any  individual. 

But  these  i)ills  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  decided  progress  in  pharmacy,  and 
if  tney  woulil  come  into  use  with  us.  and  be  ordered  by  physicians,  we  believe 
that  many  a  patient  woiild  overcome  hi.s  disgust  at  the  taking  of  disagreeable 
and  naiHeous  medicines,  and  calmly  swallow  his  pills  in  case  of  sickness.  Cwn- 
sider.  for  instance,  how  disii[jreeable  to  take  are  the  preparations  of  bromine, 
valerian,  assafoelida,  itc,  and  what  difficulties  the  physician  has  to  overcome  to 
«xhibit  such  medicines  in  as  agreeable  a  form  as  possible,  [jarticuiarly  to  chil- 
dren. All  this  is  avoided  by  these  pills ;  but  we  favor  them  only  when  pre- 
■scribed  by  the  physician,  for  it  cannot  be  denied  that  serious  harm  is  done  by 
the  free  sale  of  these  pills,  and  several  intentional  or  accidental  cases  of  poi- 
-eoning  have  occurred  in  America  through  the  use  of  these  pills.     To  convince 
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you  of  this,  I  here  append  formulas  for  several  of  these  pills.  [Follow  formulas 
for  Pinmmer's,  Cook's,  enimenagogue  and  compound  calomel  pills].  Such 
pills  are  prepared  by  most  of  the  larger  laboratories,  and  are  here  exhibited  in 
two  forms  by  two  firms. 

It  is  desirable  to  see  in  what  light  we  are  seen  by  others ;  but  when  a  delib- 
erate opinion  is  expressed  upon  such  crude  and  vague  notions  as  shown  by  Mr. 
R.  Hildwein.  the  author  of  the  above  article,  such  opinions  are  deprived  of 
nearly  all  the  value  they  may  otherwise  possess,  and  cause  merely  a  smile  of 
compassion  for  the  fertile  imagination  of  their  holder,  and  for  the  unreliable 
sources  of  such  information,  which  we  are  sure  will  not  be  owned  in  the  man- 
ner expressed  here  by  the  representatives  of  the  two  firms  mentioned  (W.  R. 
Warner  &  Co.  and  McKesson  &  Robbing).  The  fling  at  the  physicians  of  the 
United  Slates  is,  to  say  the  least,  so  ungenerous,  that  we  wonder  at  its  accept- 
ance into  the  Austrian  pharmaceutical  journal. 


To  CoRRESPONDE.NTs. — As  a  general  rule,  we  prefer  to  answer  inquiries  by 
letter,  and  not  to  notice  them  in  the  "Journal,"  unless  the  subject  is  deemed 
of  sufficient  interest  to  be  laid  before  our  readers.  Reluctantly,  only,  we  de- 
part from  this  rule  in  such  cases  where  the  name  and  address  has  not  been  fur- 
nished. 

One  correspondent  has  received  from  an  eminent  physician  of  this  city  pre- 
scriptions calling  for  Mist.  Amnion.  Muriat.  comp,  and  for  Titict  tonica,  and 
wants  to  obtain  from  us  formulas  for  the  two  preparations.  We  know  that 
some  physicians  have  prescribed  the  compound  tincture  of  cinchona  and  quas- 
sia, a  formula  for  which  will  be  found  in  Parrish's  Pharmacy,*  under  the  name 
■of  tonic  tincture  ;  but  not  knowing  who  the  eminent  physician  is,  we  cannot 
ascertain  from  him  whether  this  or  some  other  tonic  tincture  was  intended  by 
bim,  and  whether  the  formula  for  his  compound  mixture  of  sal  ammoniac  has 
•ever  been  published. 

Another  correspondent  desires  us  to  publish  a  formula  for  elixir  of  calisaya 
iron  and  bismuth.  We  refer  him  to  the  "American  Journal  of  Pharmacy"  for 
1868,  page  2:57,  and  to  p.  310  of  the  volume  for  1871. 

A  third  correspondent  describes  his  manipulations  in  preparing  ointment  of 
oxide  of  zinc,  which  are  precisely  like  those  published  on  page  68  of  the  pres- 
ent volume,  except  that  melted  lard  is  used  where  Mr  Kalish  uses  sweet  oil  of 
almonds. 

We  are  frequently  in  receipt  of  newspapers,  sent  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
our  attention  to  some  article  or  item  of  news  contained  in  it.  Being  truly 
thankful  for  such  courtesy,  we  would  respectfully  ask  our  correspondents  not  to 
omit  the  marking  of  the  article  specially  intended  for  our  eyes,  as  the  time  at 
our  disposal  does  not  permit  us  to  read  the  sometimes  voluminous  papers  sent, 
in  order  to  discover  what  it  may  contain  of  special  interest  to  us  or  the  read- 
■ers  of  the  "Journal." 


Incompatibles. — A  great  deal  has  been  written  upon  this  subject,  and  more 
•extensive  still  is  the  exjjerience  of  pharmacists,  of  the  api)arent  disregard,  on 
the  part  of  physicians,  of  the  laws  of  incompatibility.    A  correspondent  thinks 

•See,  also.  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  1856,  p.  18. 
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that  this  is  dnc  to  the  fact  that  few  mtdical  students  pay  dne  attention  to  the- 
lecturer  on  chemistry.  This  iniiy  be  the  case,  and,  in  our  opinion,  it  would  do 
no  harm  for  medical  students  to  go  through  a  regular  course  of  practical  chen>- 
istry,  as  we  conceive  it  to  be  conducive  of  superior  quali6cations,  if  the  large 
majority  of  pharmaceutical  students  were  to  devote  considerable  of  their  time 
to  systematic  experiments  in  practical  and  analytical  chemistry.  Experieitce 
is  by  far  the  best  teacher  of  manipulations  and  of  scientific  facts.  Where  this 
experience  ia  w.mting,  tables  of  incompatibilities  are  often  resorted  to,  to  sup- 
ply this  de6cient  knowledge.  These  tables  are  often  far  too  cumbersome  and, 
instead  of  enumerating  what  certain  articles  should  not  be  combined  with,  the 
facts  are  often  arrived  at  much  better  by  stating  the  compounds  with  which 
they  may  be  mixed  without  causing  precipitates  or  decomposition  'I'hus,  of 
nitrate  of  silver  it  may  be  said,  that  it  can  only  be  combined  with  nitrates  and 
pure  soluble  chlorates  ;  all  the  other  otTicinal  articles,  whether  organic  or  inor- 
ganic, will  either  cause  a  reduction  or  produce  insoluble  or  sparingly  soluble 
silver  compounds. 

It  must,  however,  be  remembered  that  certain  combinations  which  are  truly 
incompatible  in  a  chemical  sense,  are,  notwithstanding,  largely  employed  in 
medicine,  and  that  many  compounds,  insoluble  in  simple  solvents,  possess  con- 
siderable medicinal  activity.  Acetate  of  lead  is  prescribed  together  with 
tannin  or  opium  preparations,  quinia  with  taunin,  opium  with  astringents,  sul 
phate  of  zinc  with  acetate  of  lead,  &c.,  and  many  of  such  cotnbinations,  used 
internally  as  well  as  externally,  have  been  sanctioned  by  high  authorities  and 
long  usage.  It  is,  therefore,  not  always  possible  for  the  pharmacist  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  intention  of  a  physician  can  be  arrived  at  by  following  lite 
rally  the  directions  of  the  prescription,  and  in  all  cases  of  novel  combinations 
which  are  followed  by  decomposition,  it  is  well  to  call  the  attention  of  the  phy- 
sician thereto;  such  care  and  atteuliveness  will  always  be  appreciated  by  well- 
meaning  practitioners. 

We  remember  a  physician  who  wanted  a  clear  liquid  when  prescribing  ace- 
tate of  lead  and  sulphate  of  zinc.  On  explaining  to  him  that  either  the  sul- 
phate of  lead  formed  would  have  to  be  filtered  out,  or  the  acetate  of  zinc  sub- 
fitituted  for  the  8ult)hate,  lie  at  once  directed  the  latter  to  be  done 

Nitrate  of  siver  dissolved  in  distilled  water  is  often  directed  by  phy.^icians  to 
be  put  up  in  dark  colored  vials.  We  have  explained  to  several  that  the  solu- 
tion is  not  blackened  by  the  influence  of  the  light,  but  mainly  in  conS' quence 
of  the  contact  with  inorganic  matter,  such  as  dust,  hair  pencil,  cork,  volatile 
oil  (if  rose-water  is  directed),  and  the  like.  Many  of  these  practitioners  sub- 
sequently prescrilted  silver  solution  in  ordinary  glass  stoppered  vials. 

But  it  is  nseless  to  enumerate  instances  of  this  kind.  We  merely  desire  to 
draw  attention  to  one  of  the  prescriptions  sent  us,  which  appears  to  be  written 
with  such  a  glaring  di.-iregard  of  chemical  laws,  that  the  physician  should  have 
been  consulted  before  it  was  dispensed.  The  prescri[)tion  alluded  to  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

li.     Potass.  lod.,         ....     ,3;i, 
Argenli  Nitr.,  .  .  J^i, 

Aqus,        •  .  ,  .  .     .^iv.     Mix. 
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Pharmaceutical  Education  in  Indiana. — We  have  received  a  circular  of 
Fort  "NVayne  College,  in  which  hereafter  instruction  in  pharmacy  will  be  ^iven 
by  Mr.  H.  V.  Sweringen.  This  college  is  under  the  patronage  of  the  North 
and  North-West  Indiana  Conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
is  intended  as  an  educational  institution  for  both  sexes.  The  circular  does  not 
state  to  what  e.\tent  and  in  what  manner  pharmacy  is  to  be  taught ;  but  from 
private  information  we  learn  that  the  course  is  intended  as  a  preparatory  one 
to  those  who  purpose  afterwards  finishing  their  pharmaceutical  education  at  a 
■college  of  pharmacy,  and  as  an  aid  and  guide  in  their  subsequent  private  stud- 
ies to  those  who  are  not  so  fortunately  situated  as  to  be  able  to  attend  the  lec- 
tures at  a  college  of  pharmacy.  Similar  classes  have  been  formed  in  Rhode 
Island,  Richmond,  Va  ,  and  other  places,  and  have  met  with  success.  We  look 
with  pleasure  upon  such  courses,  as  a  sure  indication  that  the  necessity  of  a 
more  thorough  education  ^f  pharmacists  is  being  appreciated  everywhere,  and 
that  the  progress  made  in  it  of  late  is  destined  to  become  more  apparent  year 
after  year. 


EEVIEWS  AND  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

^'hemiatry  :  GeneraU  Mndical  and  Pharmaceutical ,  niclud/ny  the  Chemistry  of 
the  U  S.  Pharmacopoeia.  A  Manual  of  the  (Jeneral  Principles  of  the  Sci- 
ence, and  their  Applications  to  Medicine  and  Pharmacy.  By  John  Attfield. 
Ph.D.,  F.C.S.,  &c.  Fifth  edition,  revised  from  the  fourth  { English)  edition 
of  the  work  bv  the  author.  Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea.  1873.  12mo. 
pp.  606. 

We  are  truly  gratified  at  the  favor  with  which  the  first  American  edition  of 
this  work,  published  two  years  ago,  has  been  received  by  the  American  student. 
An  extensive  experience  with  it  as  a  text- book  in  the  practical  laboratory  of 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  has  even  more  fully  convinced  us  of  its 
utility  and  its  value  as  a  guide  in  the  practical  instruction  in  chemistry.  The 
■•omprehensive  character  of  the  work  has  been  faithfully  adhered  to  in  this  new 
edition,  in  which  the  chemistry  and  nomenclature  of  the  latest  U.  S.  Pharma- 
copoeia have  received  their  full  share  of  attention,  increasing  the  size  of  the 
volume,  with  the  new  matter  added  to  it,  over  fifty  pages.  We  bespeak  for 
this  one  the  same  favor  that  has  been  extended  to  the  former  edition,  and,  not. 
withstanding  our  views  differ  in  some  particulars  from  those  of  Professor  Att- 
field,  we  expect  to  use  the  volume  in  our  practical  instructions  with  the  same 
benefits  to  the  students  that  has  been  afforded  by  the  use  of  its  precursor. 


A  Botaviccd  Index  to  all  the  Medicincd  Plants.  Barks.  Roots.  Seeds  and  Flow- 
ers usually  kept  by  Drugrjists,  arranged  in  Alphabetical  Order,  ivith  their 
Officinal  and  Common  Names.  By  Allan  Pollock,  druggist.  New  edition, 
revised  and  enlarged.     New  York:  Allan   Pollock,  1878.     8vo,  pp.  137. 

This  useful  little  work  consists  of  two  parts.  The  first  part,  occupying  a 
little  less  than  one-third,  consists  of  an  alphabeticsl  list  of  the  botanical  names 
■of  officinal  plants,  with  their  common  and  local  names  in  the  adjoining  column. 
The   second    pan    is   anansrcd  with   the    Knglish    names  in  alphabetical  order. 
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having  opposite  to  tliem  the  botanical  names.  In  all  cases  where  two  or  more- 
synonyms  are  used  for  one  plant,  or  where  two  or  more  plants  are  designated 
by  one  Knplish  name,  the  one  which  is  recoj^nized  by  the  Phurmacopoeia,  or 
which  is  most  wideJy  recognized,  is  indicated  by  italics. 

We  have  carefully  examined  both  lists,  and  believe  them  to  be  entirely  cor- 
rect and  reliable  ;  we  therefore  recommend  the  book  as  an  extremely  useful 
one,  to  pharmacists  and  drnirpists  generally.  Although  there  may  be  but  rare 
occasions  for  it,  the  typical  arrangement  is  such  that  other  names  can  be  added 
in  writing.  Only  in  one  instance  have  we  observed  an  omission  :  ErigeroQ 
canadeuse,  for  which  the  author  names,  on  page  18,  not  less  than  nine  English 
names,  shonld  have  three  additional  ones,  which  are  used  in  Northern  Ohio 
and  in  Michigan,  Q&mely,  horsetail,  cowstatl,  and  fireweed  (see  Araer.  Journ. 
of  Pharmacy,  1870,  p.  121). 


^4  Cydopcedia  of  Quantitative  Chemical  Analysis.  By  Frank  II.  Storer,  A.M.,. 
Professor  of  General  and  Analytical  Chemi-^try  in  the  Maf-sachuaetts  In- 
stitute of  Technology.  Boston  :  John  Allyn.  jjublisher,  1873.  Part  II. 
8vo.     Price,  $1.65. 

The  work  is  published  in  parts,  each  consisting  of  112  pages,  closely  printed 
in  double  columns.  We  have  before  us  Part  II,  containing  the  articles  carbo- 
nate of  sodium  to  cyaitide  of  silver^  and  embracing  such  important  articles  like 
chlorine  and  the  chlorides,  cinchona,  chromium,  copper,  &c.  Each  article  is 
systematically  treated  according  to  the  uses  to  which  it  is  put  in  quantitative 
analy.sis,  and  the  various  methods  proposed  are  fully  described,  together  with 
all  the  precautions  requisite  for  the  successful  performance  of  the  process.  Its 
unique  arrangement  renders  it  very  convenient  for  use,  and,  as  fur  as  can  be 
judged  from  the  part  before  us,  the  professional  analyst,  as  well  as  the  labora- 
tory student,  will  hardly  ever  refer  to  its  pages  without  findins  the  results  of 
modern  chemical  investigations  that  are  likely  to  prove  useful  for  analytical 
purposes. 


The  Medical  Register  and  Directory  of  the  United  States.     By  Jos.  M.  Toner, 
M.D.,  and  S.  "W.  Butler,  M.I).     Philadelphia:  8.  VV.  Butler,  187:{.     Bvo. 

The  advance  sheets  received  by  us  indicate  j.hat  the  object  in  publishing  this 
work  is  to  present  a  correct  record  of  the  names,  address  and  educational  ata- 
tUB  of  the  physicians  ;  also  lists  of  the  medical  societies,  colleges,  hospitals  and 
other  medical  institutions;  abstracts  of  the  medical  laws  of  each  State,  and 
brief  notices  of  the  mineral  springs  and  other  health  resorts  of  the  United 
States.  The  work  will  doubtless  be  a  very  interesting  one,  and  physicians 
Fhould  not  fail  to  jive  to  the  editors  all  the  necessary  information. 


Geo.  P.  Rowell  S;  Co.'s  American  Newspaper  Directory,  containing  accurate 
Lists  of  all  the  Newspapers  and  I'eriodicals  in  the  United  Slalcri  and  Terri- 
tories, and  the  Dominion  of  Canada  and  British  Colonies  of  North  America. 
New  York  :  Geo.  P.  Rowell  &  Co.,  publishers,  1873.     8vo,  pp.  608. 

The  directory  is  preceded  by  a  very  interesting  sketch  of  the  growth  of  jour- 
nalism in  the  United  .States,  from  which  we  take  a  few  figures,  which  we  think 
will  be  of  interest  to  our  readers.     The  number  of  newspapers  and  periodicals 
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published  in  the  United  States  in  1870  was  5871  ;  in  all  other  parts  of  the- 
world  it  has  been  estimated  at  7642  in  the  same  year.  The  yearly  issue  of  all 
periodicals  amounted  in  1870  in  the  United  States  to  1,50&,548,250  copies,  ave- 
raging nearly  forty  copies  to  every  inhabitant,  young  and  old.  There  are  seven 
papers  which  have  lived  over  one  hundred  years,  and  forty  have  reached  the 
mature  age  of  fifty  years  and  more.  In  1871  the  post-office  deparment  of  the 
United  States  delivered  32,610,553  newspapers;  yet  this  department  performs- 
but  a  small  part  of  the  service  of  newspaper  delivery. 


Braithwaite's  Retrospect  of  Practical  Mtdicine  and  Surgery.  Part  LXVII.. 
July.  Uniform  Aniericxn  edition.  New  York:  W.  A.  Townsend,  publisher, 
1873.     8vo,  pp.  295.     Price,  SI. 50  a  part,  or  $2.50  a  year. 

The  Half- Yearly  Abstract  of  the  Medical  Sciences;  being  a  Digest  of  British^ 
and  Continental  Medicine,  and  of  the  Progress  of  Medicine  and  the  Colla- 
teral Sciences.  Edited  by  Wm.  I).  Stone,  M.D.,  P.K.C.S.  Vol.  LVII. 
July,  1873.  Philadelphia  :  Henry  C.  Lea,  8vo,  pp.  295.  Price,  single  vol- 
umes $1.50,  or  $2  50  per  annum. 

Half ■  Yearly  Cumpendiiuii  of  Medical  Science.  Part  XII.  July,  1873.  Phil- 
adelphia: S.  W.  Butler,  M.D.  8vp,  pp.  280.  Price,  single  numbers  S2.00j 
or  .S3  per  annum. 

The  above  three  half-yearly  periodicals  contain  pretty  complete  abstracts  of 
most  of  the  important  papers  bearing  on  medicine  and  the  collateral  sciences. 

TJnofficinal  Formulce  Published  by  the  Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy  for  the 
Use  of  its  Membership  and  Physicians.  With  the  Code  of  Ethics,  List  of 
Meml)ers  and  Faculty  of  College.  Second  edition.  Collected  and  revised 
by  a  Committee      Baltimore.  1873.     8vo,  pp.  43. 

Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Pharmacy  [of  Rhode  Island)  made  to  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly.     1873.     Providence.     8vo,  8  pages. 

Report  on  the  New  or  Fifth  Decennial  Revision  of  the  United  States  Pharma- 
copoeia to  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Neio  York.  By  E.  R.  Squibb, 
M.D.  Reprinted  from  the  New  York  Medical  Journal,  April,  1873.  New 
York:  D.  Appleton  &  Co.     8vo  25  pages. 

Proceedings  of  the  Third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Mississippi  State  Pharmaceu- 
tical Association,  held  at  Vicksburg  April  2d. 

On  Strictures  of  the  Urethra.  Results  of  Operation  with  the  Dilating  Ure- 
throtome, with  Cases.  By  F,  N.  Otis,  M  D.,  Clinical  Professor,  &c.  Re- 
printed from  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Journal,  March,  1873.  New  York:  D.  Ap- 
pleton k  Co.     8vo,  20  pages. 

Ergot  in  the  Treatment  of  Nervous  Diseases.  By  D.  H.  Kitchen,  M.D.,  &c.. 
From  the  American  Journal  of  Insanity,  July,  1873.     8vo,  16  pages. 

Thirteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  Utica, 
N.  Y ,  for  the  Year  1872.  Transmitted  to  the  Legislature  March  20,  1873. 
Albany,  1873.     8vo,  96  pages. 

Fifth  Aniiual  Report  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cru- 
elty to  Animals.     Philadelphia,  1873.     8vo,  32  pages. 

Geological  Survey  of  Pennsylvania.  Report  to  Governor  Hartranft.  By  P. 
Lesley.     8vo,  12  pages. 

Cincinnati  Industrial  Exposition  of  Manufactures^  Products  and  the  Arts.. 
Rules  and  Premium  List  of  the  Fourth  Exposition,  1873.  Cincinnati,  1873.. 
Bvo,  52  pages. 

The  reception  of  the  above  pamphlets  is  hereby  acknowledged. 
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OBITUARY. 

ELIA^5  HiRAND,  Pharmacist  and  Botanist,  died  August  14,  in  the  80th  year 
of  his  age,  Mr.  Durand  was  born  at  Mayenne.  France,  on  the  2r)th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1794.  In  1808  he  commenced  the  study  of  pharmacy,  and  in  1812  attended 
'lectures  in  Paris.  lie  became  an  aid  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Department  of 
the  army  in  1813,  and  served  with  the  Fifth  Corps  at  the  battles  of  Liitzeu 
Bautzen,  Hanau,  Katzbach  and  Leipsic.  Upon  the  downfall  of  Napoleon,  Mr. 
Durand  left  France,  and  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  1st  of  July,  181G.  After 
-a  few  months  he  removed  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  took  charge  of  a  chemical 
laboratory  at  Broad  and  Race  streets. 

In  preparing  mercurial  salts  his  health  was  injured,  and  he  then  removed  to 
)?altimore,  where  he  obtained  the  position  of  chief  clerk  in  a  drug  store.  In 
182")  he  returned  to  Pliiladelphia  and  opened  a  drug  store  at  the  southwest 
•corner  of  Si.xlh  and  Chestnut  streets.  While  he  kept  the  store  it  was  the  re- 
sort of  the  leading  physicians  and  chemists  of  the  city.  Mr.  Durand  contri 
buted  a  nnmber  of  papers  to  the  earlier  volumes  of  the  American  Journal  of 
Pharmacy  and  also  devoted  his  attention  to  the  study  of  botany.  He  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  flora  of  North  America,  and  gathered  an  herbarium 
of  about  ten  thousand  species  of  plants,  which  he  presented  to  the  Museum 
of  the  Jardiii  des  Plantes  of  Paris  in  1868. 

He  wrote  memoirs  of  Professor  Nuttall  the  botanist.  Dr.  Kane,  the  arctic 
explorer,  and  Andre  Michau.x,  the  botanical  explorer,  who  bequeathed  a  large 
sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  park  of  American  forest  trees, 
now  well  known  as  the  Michaux  Grove,  in  Fairmouut  Park,  Philadelphia.  IJe 
also  wrote  descriptions  of  the  plants  collected  in  California  by  Lieutenant  K. 
S.  Williamson,  in  California  and  Nevada  by  Mr.  Pratten,  and  in  the  arctic  re- 
gions by  Dr.  Kane,  and  contributed  to  the  Linnean  Society  of  Bordeau.x. 
France,  an  exhaustive  paper  on  the  vines  and  wines  of  North  America.  He 
was  a  member  and  one  of  the  curators  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society. 
a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  and  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  the  Societe  de  Pharmacie  de  I'aris,  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  the  Societe  d'Accliinatation  de  Paris, 
Societe  Linncen  de  Bordeaux,  the  Buffalo  Society  af  Natural  Sciences,  the 
Xiinnean  Society  of  Lancaster,  and  other  foreign  scientific  societies.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  French  Benevolent  Society  of  this  city,  and  was  always 
active  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  his  compatriots  and  in  serving  the  cause  of 
science. 


Bradkikii  KiTTKK  died  on  the  11th  of  August,  while  bathing  near  the  Old 
York  Station,  in  Montgomery  county,  Pa.  He  was  born  November  20th,  1828. 
In  1852  he  graduated  at  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  com- 
menced the  apothecary  business  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Thirteenth  and 
Walnut  streets,  and  afterwards  a  wholesale  drug  store  at  the  corner  of  Front 
and  Market  streets.  At  tlx-  time  of  his  death  he  was  connected  with  Powers 
and  Weightman's  chemical  works.  'I'he  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy  for 
■1855,  page  500,  contains  from  his  pen  a  short  paper  on  Cream  Syrups. 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT, 
Office  ok  Commissioner  of  Internal  Rkvenue, 

Washington,  September  9th,  1873. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  ult.  enclosing  samples  of  labels 
"  used  upon  medicinal  preparations  and  compositions  largely  manufactured  and 
sold  by  all  druggists  and  apothecaries,"  and  which  you  state  have  hitherto  been 
considered  by  you  as  not  liable  to  stamp  duty  under  Schedule  C.  These  labels  you 
have  separated,  characterizing  them  as  "officinal"  and  "  non-officinal,"  the  first 
being  -'all  published  in  the  U.  S.  Dispensatory;"  the  second,  "prepared  or  com- 
pounded according  to  the  full  and  proper  formula  published  in  the  different  books 
or  journals  of  pharmacy  in  general  use  among  physicians  and  apothecaries." 

You  state  in  your  letter  that  there  seems  to  be  considerable  difficulty  in  deter- 
mining which  of  these  regular  medicines  are  liable  to  stamp  tax  and  which  not, — 
that  this  matter  is  more  or  less  perplexing  to  the  frade,  as  well  as  to  the  revenue 
officers  themselves,  and  that  therefore  you  ask  for  a  decision  from  this  office  with 
regard  to  the  liability  or  non-liability  of  the  medicinal  preparations  covered  by 
these  different  labels,  and  which  may  apply,  in  general,  to  all  medicinal  prepara- 
tions with  similar  labels  attached. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  say  that  the  opinion  has  been  very  generally  entertained  here- 
tofore by  manufacturers,  compounders  and  vendors  of  medicines  and  medicinal 
articles,  that  only  such  medicines  and  medicinal  preparations  and  compositions  as 
were  patent  or  proprietary,  or  made  or  prepared  by  some  private  formula,  or  occult 
secret  or  art,  were  liable  to  stamp  tax;  and  that  all  medicines,  &c.,  compounded 
according  to  the  United  States  or  other  national  Pharmacopoeia,  or  where  the  full 
and  proper  formula  is  published  in  any  standard  medical  authority,  are  exempt  from 
such  tax ;  and  many  revenue  officers  have,  without  a  careful  examination  of  the 
precise  terras  of  the  law,  too  generally  acquiesced  in  the  same  opinion. 

'But  the  law,  in  fact,  gives  only  a  conditional  exemption  to  any  medicine  or  class 
of  medicines.  The  class  of  medicines  exempted  and  the  conditions  of  such  ex- 
emption are  to  be  found  in  the  13th  section  of  the  Act  of  July  13th,  1866.  Having 
carefully  described  what  classes  of  medicines  and  under  what  conditions  said 
medicines,  &c.,are  exempt,  it  is  declared  peremptorily  that  "  nothing  in  this  section 
(viz.,  in  section  13  of  the  Act  of  July  13th,  1866,  and  this  is  the  only  section  in  the 
law  that  authorizes  any  exemption)  shall  be  construed  to  exempt  from  stamp  tax 
any  medicinal  articles,  whether  simple  or  compounded  by  any  rule,  authority,  or 
formula,  published  or  unpublished,  which  are  put  up  in  a  ntyle  or  manner  similar  to 
that  of  patent  or  proprietary  medicines  in  general,  or  advertised  in  newspapers  or 
by  public  handbills,  for  popular  sale  and  use,  as  having  any  special  proprietary 
claim  to  merit,  or  to  any  peculiar  advantage  in  mode  of  preparation,  quality,  use,  or 
effect,  whether  such  claim  be  real  or  pretended." 

It  is  held,  therefore,  by  this  office,  that  all  medicines  and  medicinal  preparations 
put  up  in  a  style  or  manner  similar  to  that  of  patent  or  proprietary  medicines  in 
general  are  liable  to  stamp  tax.  The  style  or  manner  of  putting  up  need  not  be 
exactly  like  the  style  adopted  in  putting  up  patent  or  proprietary  articles.  There 
n<*ed  be  only  a  similarity  of  style — a  likeness  in  the  general  points. 

What,  then,  is  the  general  style  or  manner  adopted  by  the  makers  and  venders  of 
patent  or  proprietary  medicines?  This  is  a  matter  required  to  be  known,  in  order 
to  determine  whether,  in  a  particular  or  given  case,  the  style  or  manner  of  putting 
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up  R  nu'iliciiip,  not  cljiiiiieii  to  lio  jtatPiil  or  pn^prietitry,  is  •'  simihii-  :     hikI   wIkmiut, 
on  account  of  such  style  or  manner,  it  ought  to  be  stamped. 

I  reply  that  it  is  not  alone  or  mainly  in  the  shape  or  kind  of  bottle  or  enclosure 
containing  the  article,  though  liquid  medicines  are  frequently  put  into  peculiar 
shaped  bottles,  liaving  the  name  of  the  proprietor  or  pulentce  blown  into  the  glass, 
but  the  leading  ^characteristic  of  tliis  style  is  (1 )  that  such  medicines  are  almost 
always  put  up  in  relail packayex,  jiackages  which  are  sold  xcith  their  contentt  directly 
to  the  consumer;  and  (2)  each  package  is  accom[»anied  with  a  label,  a  handbill,  or 
a  wrapper  containing  an  enumeration  of  the  diseases  or  affections  for  which  the 
medicine  is  a  specific  or  remedy;  containing  also  directions  as  to  when  and  how  it 
is  to  be  taken,  what  constitutes  a  proper  dose,  either  for  an  adult  or  a  child,  how 
frequently  such  doses  are  to  be  taken,  &c.,  and  generally  such  directions  with  re- 
gard to  the  mode  of  administering  the  medicine  as  physicians  give  when  called  to 
prescribe  for  a  patient.  These  are  the  distinguishing  characteristics  in  the  mode  or 
style  adopted  in  i)ulting  up  patent  and  proprietary  medicines.  It  is  a  style  adapted 
to  popular  sale  and  use — to  enable  the  sick  to  supjily  themselves  with  the  most 
popular  remedies,  and  to  use  the  same  without  the  aid  or  assistance  or  even  of  the 
advice,  oftentimes,  of  a  physician  or  medical  practitioner. 

.Medicines  aad  medicinal  preparations,  whether  "officinal"  or  "non-officinal,"  by 
whatever  rule,  or  authority,  or  formula  compounded,  put  up  in  such  a  style  in  retail 
packarfes,  and  accompanied  with  a  label,  a  circular  or  a  wrapper,  giving  the  disease, 
diseases  or  affections  for  which  such  medicines  have  been  and  are  to  be  used,  and 
also  specific  directions  as  to  the  dose  to  be  taken,  or  how  the  medicine  is  to  be  used 
are,  in  the  opinion  of  this  office,  liable  to  stamp  tux  under  Schedule  C. 

Again,  the  same  class  of  medicine  becomes  liable  to  the  stamp  tax,  if  the  maker  or 
compounder,  or  the  person  offering  them  for  sale,  advertises  them  in  newspapers  or 
by  public  handbills  as  having  any  special  proprietary  claim  to  merit.  Such  proprie- 
tary claim  may  be  implied  by  the  use  of  the  possessive  case  in  describing  the  article, 
ab,  for  instance,  A's  pills,  or  B's  tincture,  or  C's  powders,  etc.,  implying  specia] 
merit  because  such  pills,  tinctures,  powlers,  etc.,  were  made  or  compounded  by  A, 
B,  or  C,  as  the  case  may  be.  Or,  again,  sucli  medicines  become  liable  when  the 
maker,  compounder  or  vender  advertises  them,  as  above,  as  having  any  peculiar  ad- 
vantage in  mode  of  preparation,  quality,  use,  or  effect,  whether  such  claim  be  real 
or  pretended. 

In  fine,  medicines  and  medicinal  preparations,  to  be  exempt  from  the  stamp  tax, 
must  n"l  he  patent  or  proprietary.  They  must  not  le  put  up  in  a  style  or  manner  similar 
to  that  (jf  patent  or  proprietary  medicines.  Thej'  must  not  be  advertised  as  having 
any  special  proprietary  claim  to  merit,  etc.  They  must  not  be  sold  or  offered  for  sale, 
or  advertised  under  &ny  other  name,  form  or  guise  than  that  denominated  and  laid 
down  in  the  aM</iori«frf  published  medical  works  or  journals. 

Whoever  departs  from  these  plain  and  sim|)lc  rules  in  making,  preparing,  recom- 
mending to  the  public,  and  vending,  or  offering,  or  exposing  his  meilicines,  etc.,  for 
sale,  has  no  claim  under  the  law  to  exemption  from  the  stamp  tax. 

I  return,  as  per  your  request,  the  .sample  labels  you  sent  with  your  letter,  and 
have  only  to  remark  that,  in  my  opinion,  medicines  put  up  in  retail  packages  with 
such  labels  affixed,  are  put  up  in  a  style  similar  to  patent  or  proprietary  medicines,  and 
are  not  entitled  to  the  exemption  from  stamp  tax  provded  in  the  13th  section  of  the 
Act  of  July  13th,  186C.  If  there  are  any  exceptions,  I  think  you  will  be  able  with- 
out difficulty  to  determine  them  with  the  aid  of  this  letter. 

Voure,  respectfully, 
Ai,EX.  P.  Tltton,  Esq.,  Supervisor,  J.  W.  DOUGLASS, 

I'll i la.,  I'rt.  Commissioner. 


THE 

AMERICAN  JOURNAL  OF  PHARMACY. 


OCTOBER,    1873. 


THE  TWENTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  MF:ETINa   OF  THE  AMERICAN 
PH  ARMACKUTICAL   ASSOCIATION. 

This  meeting  commenced  on  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  September 
16th,  in  the  Virginia  Opera  House,  located  on  Ninth  street,  opposite 
the  Capitol  Grounds  at  Richmond,  and  closed,  with  the  fifth  session, 
shortly  after  noon  on  Friday,  September  19th.  The  hall,  spacious 
without  being  too  large,  was  well  adapted  for  the  purposes  of  the 
meeting.  The  exhibition  was  held  in  the  supper-room,  located  in  the 
high  basement  beneath  the  hall  wherein  the  meeting  was  held,  and 
was  much  more  extensive  than  had  been  at  first  anticipated. 

First  Session — Tuesday  Afternoon. 

Shortly  after  three  o'clock  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the 
President,  Mr.  Albert  E.  Ebert,  of  Chicago,  who  congratulated  the 
members  upon  the  happy  auspices  under  which  they  were  permitted 
to  reassemble,  and  called  attention  to  the  pleasing  coincidence  that, 
at  this  moment,  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  was  in  session 
at  Bradford,  England,  and  the  Austrian  Apothecaries'  Association, 
at  Vienna.  He  had  this  day  received  from  the  former  the  following 
kindly  message : 

Bradford,  Eng.,  September  16,  1873. 
To  the  President  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
at  Richmond,  Va.,  U.  S.  A. : 
Oar  members  send  hearty  fraternal  greetings  to  yours. 

TuE  President 
Of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  at  Bradford. 

To  which  he  had  sent  the  following  reply : 

28 
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Am.  Jotm.  Pba&ic 
Oct.  1,  1873. 


Richmond,  Va..  September  16,  1873. 
To  the  President  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference, 
at  Bradford,  Emjland  ; 
"We  return  your  fraternal  greetings. 

'I'liK  Pkksident 
Of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

The  President  then  introduced  to  the  meeting  Hon.  A.  M.  Keiley, 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Richmond,  who,  in  a  brilliant  and  happy  speech, 
extended  to  the  members  of  the  Association  and  their  ladies  a  most 
hearty  welcome  and  cordial  greeting.  The  frequent  applause  and, 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  speech,  the  hearty  cheers  testified  how  well 
his  remarks  had  been  appreciated  by  those  present.  The  President 
replied  briefly,  expressing  the  thanks  of  the  Association  for  the  hos- 
pitable reception. 

A  Committee  of  Credentials  was  appointed  by  the  chair,  as  follows  : 
Prof.  Procter,  of  Philadelphia ;  Geo.  Leis,  of  Lawrence,  Kansas ; 
and  Prof.  G.  F.  H.  Markoe,  of  Boston  ;  which  Committee  subse- 
quently reported  delegates  from  the  following  Associations,  duly 
accredited  to  the  meeting,  viz. :  the  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Phil- 
adelphia, Maryland,  National  (of  Washington,  D.  C),  Louisville, 
Chicago,  and  Tennessee  Colleges  of  Pharmacy,  the  New  Jersey, 
Newark,  Mississippi  State,  and  East  Saginaw  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciations, the  Alumni  Associations  of  the  Massachusetts,  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  and  Maryland  Colleges  of  Pharmacy,  and  the  Literary 
and  Scientific  Society  of  the  German  Apothecaries  of  the  City  of 
New  York. 

At  a  subsequent  session  the  Secretary  handed  in  the  credentials 
of  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Pharmacy,  which  had  been  previously 
overlooked.  The  credentials  of  the  Kansas  College  of  Pharmacy, 
and  of  the  Allegheny  County  Pharmaceutical  Association,  not  having 
arrived,  Mr.  Geo.  Leis,  of  the  former,  and  Messrs.  W.  H.  Brill  and 
H.  S.  Lutz,  of  tlie  latter  Society,  were  invited  to  seats  as  dele- 
gates. 

Mr.  Balluff,  from  the  Business  Committee,  reported  resolutions 
inviting  to  seats  ujion  the  floor  Professor  Pratt,  of  Washington  and 
Lee  University,  the  members  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Virginia  Medical 
College,  and  the  Medical  profession  in  general ;  also  a  resolution 
inviting  the  public  to  visit  the  exhibition  on  Wednesday  evening, 
between  the  hours  of  7J  and  9^  o'clock. 
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Dr.  Menninger,  on  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee,  reported 
the  names  of  51  candidates  for  membership.  Messrs.  S.  M.  McCol- 
lin  and  E.  C.  Jones  having  been  appointed  tellers,  the  President  was, 
on  motion,  directed  to  cast  an  affirmative  ballot  in  favor  of  the  can- 
didates. An  additional  number  of  applicants  for  membership  was 
soon  after  reported  and  likewise  elected.  At  the  first  call  of  the 
roll  70  members  were  found  to  be  present. 

The  following  reports  were  handed  in :  Report  of  the  Executive 
Committee  with  the  report  of  the  Permanent  Secretary,  of  the  Com- 
mittees on  the  Progress  of  Pharmacy,  on  the  Drug  Market,  on  Papers 
and  Queries,  on  Legislation,  on  Adulterations  and  Sophistications, 
on  Arrangements  for  the  Meeting  of  1876,  on  Formulas  for  Elixirs, 
on  the  Editorship  of  the  Report  on  the  Progress  of  Pharmacy,  and 
on  the  Photographic  Album. 

The  amendments  to  the  by-laws  proposed  at  the  Cleveland  meeting 
were,  after  some  discussion,  adopted.  One  of  these  amendments 
defines  the  Societies  which  shall  be  entitled  to  representation  at  the 
annual  meetings  to  be  all  local  organizations  of  pharmacists  (Art.  vi, 
Chap,  vi) ;  the  other  directs  the  appointment  of  the  Committee  on 
Specimens  to  be  made  at  the  first  session  instead  of  at  the  second,  as 
heretofore.  The  amendment  to  the  Constitution  lying  over  from  the 
previous  meeting,  and  relating  to  the  creation  of  a  sinking  fund,  was 
for  the  present  postponed. 

An  invitation  from  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  to  visit 
their  rooms  and  make  use  of  their  library,  was  received  and  directed 
to  be  properly  acknowledged  by  the  Secretary. 

Prof.  Procter  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Editorship 
of  the  Report  on  the  Progress  of  Pharmacy  ;  it  recommends  that  the 
labor  be  entrusted  to  a  salaried  officer  of  the  Association,  to  be  called 
Reporter  on  the  Progress  of  Pharmacy,  proposes  the  necessary  alte- 
rations of  the  Constitution  and  by-laws,  and  recommends  the  election 
of  Prof.  C.  L.  Di.hl,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  to  this  position.  The  report 
was  accepted  and  the  proposed  amendments  adopted. 

The  following  Committee  to  Nominate  Officers  for  the  ensuing 
year  was  appointed  by  the  delegations  named  above:  Messrs.  G.  F. 
H.  Markoe,  David  Hays,  Chas.  Bullock,  Lewis  Dohme,  Wm.  S. 
Thompson,  C.  L.  Diehl,  A.  E.  Ebert,  B.  Lillard,  R.  Rickey,  C.  W. 
Badger,  J.  T.  Buck,  S.  S.  Garrigues,  C.  A.  Tufts,  H.  C.  Porter,  IL 
A.  Vogelbach,  A.  A.  Kleinschmidt,  Chas.  Eimer,  Geo.  Leis  and  H. 
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S.  Lutz.  To  this  number  the  following  were  added  by  the  President 
from  the  Association  at  large :  Messrs.  A.  Boyd,  Utica,  0. ;  Wm. 
Heyser,  Chambersburg,  Pa;  A.  S.  Lee,  Raleigh,  N.  C. ;  Wm.  Vin- 
cent, Williamsbtirg,  N.  Y.,  and  Chas.  M.  Helman,  Cincinnati,  0. 

The  reports  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  Permanent  Secretary 
were  read;  the  former  reports  the  decease  of  the  following  active 
and  honorary  members :  Prof.  Edward  Parrish,  of  Philadelphia ; 
Kline  C.  Lineaweaver,  of  Washington,  D.  C. ;  T.  W.  Metcalf  and 
W.  E.  Bayliss,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Elias  Durand,  of  Philadelphia  ; 
Prof.  Dr.  J.  F.  H.  Ludwig,  of  Jena,  and  Dr.  C.  L.  Arthur  Cassel- 
mann,  of  St.  Petersburg,  Russia. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  suggests  that  the  Association  grant 
permission  to  the  pharmaceutical  journals  of  this  country  to  print  the 
essays  and  volunteer  reports  in  advance  of  the  publication  of  the 
Proceedings.  The  incidental  expenses  during  the  year  amounted  to 
3402.53  of  which  sum  ^79.65  was  for  freight,  and  $143.50  for 
postiige.  An  editorial  note,  appended  to  page  280  of  the  last  volume 
of  Proceedings,  was  reported  to  be  erroneous ;  the  note  which  should 
be  erased,  occurs  in  the  description  of  the  process  for  assaying  Seid- 
litz  powders,  as  followed  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Grassly,  and  is  as  follows: 

The  author  does  not  state  how  be  prevented  the  contamination  of  the  precipi- 
tated sulphate  of  baryta  with  bitartrate  of  polassa,  which  must  be  precipitated 
after  adding  acetic  and  muriatic  acids,  except  by  heating  the  nmlling  liquid. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Jas.  R.  Mercein,  of  Jersey  City,  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  the  Progress  of  Pharmacy  for  the 
Year  1871-72,  was  read,  explaining  that  the  portion  of  the  annual 
report  which  he  had  agreed  to  furnish  had  been  finished  in  due  time, 
and  that  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee  had  been  duly  notified  by 
him  some  time  before  the  last  meeting  took  place,  but  had  failed  to 
answer.     It  was  then 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Mercein  be  requested  to  present  his  report  on  the  pro. 
gresB  of  pharmacy  for  the  year  1871-72  to  the  Association. 

Prof.  Diehl  offered  to  arrange,  if  necessary,  the  report  of  Mr. 
Mercein  for  publication,  which  was  accepted  by  resolution. 

The  Chair  appointed  the  following  Committee  on  Specimens  :  Dr. 
A.  W.  Miller,  of  Philadelphia;  M.  L.  M.  Peixotto,  of  New  York; 
Jos.  L.  Lemberger,  of  Lebanon,  Pa.  ;  G.  J.  Luhn,  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina;  and  David  Hays,  of  New  Y^jrk.  At  the  next  ses- 
sion Mr.  Peixotto  was  excused  from  serving  on  this  Committee,  and 
Mr.  W.  H.  Scott,  of  Richmond,  appointed  in  his  place. 
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The  Secretary  laid  before  the  Association  two  volumes  of  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  received 
from  the  Surgeon  General  U.  S.  A.,  also  one  volume  of  the  Report 
of  Columbia  Hospital  for  Women,  and  Lying-in  Asylum,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.     By  J.  Harry  Thompson,  A.M.,  M.D. 

The  President  read  his  Annual  Address,  reviewing  the  labor  of  the 
Committees  and  making  several  important  recommendations  aiming 
at  an  increased  usefulness  of  the  Association.  The  address  was  well 
received,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Chas.  Bullock,  L.  V.  Heydenreich  and  Dr.  E.  P.  Nichols.  The  As- 
sociation then  adjourned  until  9  oclock  the  following  morning. 

Second  Session —  Wednesday  Morning. 

After  the  reading  and  approval  of  the  minutes  of  the  first  session 
the  Nominating  Committee  recommended  the  election  of  the  following 
oflScers  for  the  ensuing  year  : 

President,  John  F.  Hancock,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

Vice-Presidents,  William  Saunders,  of  London,  Ontario 
John  T.  Buck,  of  Jackson,  Miss. 
Paul  Balluff,  of  New  York. 

Treasurer,  Chas.  A.  Tufts,  of  Dover,  N.  H. 

Permanent  Secretary,  .John  M.  Maisch,  of  Philadelphia. 

Reporter  on  the  Progress  of  Pharmacy,  C.  Lewis  Diehl,  of  Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

Executive  Committee,  Thos.  S.  Wiegand,  chairman,  of  Philadel- 
phia ;  George  Leis,  of  Lawrence,  Kan. ;  Chas.  L.  Eberle,  of  Phila- 
delphia ;  Henry  .J.  Menninger,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C.  ;  and  John  M. 
Maisch,  ex  officio. 

Committee  on  Drug  Market,  P.  W.  Bedford,  chairynan,  of  New 
York;  Wm.  H.  Brown,  of  Baltimore;  Wm.  P.  Keffer,  M.D.,  of  New 
Orleans :  Wm.  H.  Brill,  of  Pittsburg ;  and  Wm.  S.  Merrell,  of  Cin- 
cinnati. 

Committee  on  Papers  and  Queries,  Jos.  P.  Remington,  chairman, 
of  Philadelphia;  Lewis  Dohme,  of  Baltimore ;  and  Benj.  Lillard,  of 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

Business  Committee,  Edward  P.  Nichols,  M.D,,  chairman,  of  New- 
ark, N.  J. ;  Joel  S.  Orne,  of  Cambridgeport,  Mass. ;  and  John  F. 
Judge,  of  Cincinnati. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  Messrs.  Boyd  and  Hassencamp  hav- 
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ing  bet'ii  appointed  tellers,  the  President  was  directed  to  deposit  an 
affirmative  ballot  for  all  the  nominees.  Professors  Procter  and 
Stabler  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  conduct  the  President  elect 
to  the  chair;  but  Mr.  John  F.  Hancock  not.  being  in  the  hall,  the 
first  Vice-President  elect,  Mr.  Wm.  Saunders,  was  invited  to  preside. 

Dr.  Tufts  read  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer,  which  was 
accepted  and  referred  to  an  Auditing  Committee,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  President. 

There  was  a   balance  of  over  $900  in  the   hands   of  the  Treasurer 

at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting. 

The  following  letter  was  read : 

September  12,  1873. 

To  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association  : 
GENTr-KME.v  : — To  further  original  investigation  and  to  inaugurate  a  system 
of  prizes  by  this  Association  to  those  who  by  study  and  application  shall  add 
to  our  knowled;Te  of  medicinal  substances,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  present  to 
this  Association  the  enclosed  sum  (SoOO)  to  be  used  in  the  following  manner  : 
The  money  to  be  properly  invested  by  order  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
the  annual  interest  derived  therefrom  to  be  appropriated  for  conferring  a  suit- 
able prize  for  the  best  essay  or  written  contribution  containing  an  original 
investigation  of  a  medicinal  substance,  determining  new  properties  or  contain- 
ing other  meritorious  contributions  to  knowledge,  or  for  improved  methods  of 
determined  merit  for  the  preparation  of  chemical  or  phannacal  products.  The 
prize  to  be  awarded  by  a  suitable  committee  within  six  months  after  the  annual 
meeting  at  which  the  essays  are  presented  for  competition;  provided  that  in 
case  no  one  of  the  i-ssays  offered  is  of  sufficient  merit  to  justify  the  award,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  committee,  all  maybe  rejected,  and  the  sum  added  to  that 
of  the  fund.  Respectfully, 

Albert  E.  Ebkrt. 

The  gift  was  accepted  with  the  thanks  of  the  Association,  and  the 
President  directed  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  to  carry  out  the 
objects  of  the  donor.  This  fund  was,  later  in  the  session,  directed 
to  be  called  the  Ebcrt  Fundy  and  the  prizes  awarded  from  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof  the  Ebert  prize^  agreeable  to  a  resolution  offered  by 
Mr.  G.  Leis. 

The  President  elect,  having  arrived,  took  the  chair  after  some  ap- 
propriate remarks,  and  appointed  Messrs.  N.  II.  Jennings,  of  Balti- 
more; Benj.  Stacey,  of  Cambridgeport ;  and  T.  Roberts  Baker,  of 
Richmond,  a  (Jomraittee  to  Audit  the  Treasurer's  Accounts. 

Propositions  for  membership  were  received  and  the  applicants  duly 
elected,  Messrs.  Hassencamp  and  Jones  acting  as  tellers. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Adulteration  and  Sophistications 
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was  read  by  Mr.  Peixotto,  accepted  and  referred.  The  report  on  the 
Progress  of  Pharmacy,  read  by  Prof.  Diehl,  was  ordered  to  take  the 
same  course.  On  motion,  tlie  sum  of  $250  was  directed  to  be  paid  to 
Prof.  Diehl  as  a  partial  acknowledgement  for  his  time  and  labor  in 
voluntarily  preparing  this  report. 

Letters  were  read  from  Mr.  W.  G.  R.  Frayser  and  Messrs.  C.  R. 
Rees  &  Co.,  offering  to  prepare  a  photographic  group  picture  of  the 
members  of  the  Association.  The  Secretary  was  directed  to  ac- 
knowledge both  letters  and  inform  the  writers  that  their  kind  offers 
must  be  respectfully  declined  for  want  of  time. 

Prof.  Diehl  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Arrangements 
for  the  Meeting  of  1876,  which,  after  suggesting  various  measures 
for  the  celebration,  recommends  that  the  meeting  of  1875  be  held  in 
the  city  of  Boston,  in  order  to  have  a  full  attendance  and  the  better 
to  arrange  for  the  centennial. 

The  resignation  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Grassly,  of  Chicago,  was  offered 
and  read.  This  communication  being  deemed  insulting  to  the  officers 
and  members  of  the  Association,  his  resignation  was  rejected,  and,  on 
motion  of  Dr.  Squibb,  he  was  expelled,  by  a  vote  of  58  to  2,  for 
using  indecorous  language  to  the  Association  and  its  officers. 

Dr.  Squibb  read  a  volunteer  paper  on  the  buying  and  selling  of 
alcohol,  which  was  accepted  and  referred. 

A  Committee  of  three  on  the  time  and  place  of  the  next  Annual 
Meeting  was  directed  to  be  appointed :  the  President  named  Messrs. 
Joel  S.  Orne,  R.  H.  Gardner  and  Louis  Dohme  to  serve  on  this  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Association  then  went  in  a  body  to  the  exposition  room,  and 
afterwards  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Third  Session —  Wednesday  Afternoon. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  session  having  been  read  and  ap- 
proved, the  report  of  the  Auditing  Committee  was  read  and  accepted  ; 
the  Committee  found  the  accounts  correct  and  the  books  in  admirable 
order. 

The  salary  of  the  Reporter  on  the  Progress  of  Pharmacy  was  next 
considered,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Peixotto,  seconded  by  Dr.  Squibb, 
the  By-Laws  wore  so  amended  as  to  provide  that  he  shall  receive  such 
sum  for  his  report  as  shall  be  annually  determined. 

On  motion,  the   regular   order   of  business  was   postponed  till   the 
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following  morning,  and  this  afternoon  session  mainly  devoted  to  the 
readin<:  and  discussion  of  papers. 

Mr.  II.  N.  Rittenhousc  read  a  paper  in  answer  to  query  1,  on  a 
permanently  flexible  isinglass  plaster.  Mr.  P.  F.  Lehlbach,  in  an- 
swer to  No.  7,  presented  a  paper  on  Sa^o  mollis,  accompanied  by 
some  samples. 

Dr.  Squibb  read  a  paper  on  rhubarb,  and  called  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  even  the  best  rhubarb  of  commerce  appeared  to 
be  losing  that  peculiar  aromatic  odor  formerly  so  noticeable,  and 
which  he  considered  one  of  the  most  reliable  tests  of  the  root.  He 
accounted  for  this  by  suggesting  that  artificial  process  of  drying, 
forced  production,  &;c.,  might  be  the  causes.  He  submitted  three 
boxes  of  specimens  of  the  best  chests  that  had  been  imported  at  New 
York  the  past  year.  On  motion,  this  was  accepted  and  referred  for 
publication. 

Dr.  Squibb  also  read  an  essay  on  Physicians'  Pocket- Cases,  in 
which  he  described  one  of  his  own  contrivance,  provided  with  a  minim 
liquid  measure,  or  pipette,  to  draw  the  contents  from  the  vials  with- 
out dropping  or  pouring,  and  with  more  accuracy  than  by  either  of 
those  processes.  He  presented  specimens  of  the  cases,  &c.,  and  an- 
nounced that  they  could  be  made  and  used  by  any  one  who  chose,  as 
he  did  not  propose  to  patent  them. 

The  following  letter  was  read  by  the  Secretary  : 

RicnMOND,  Va.,  Sept.  17,  1873, 
To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association  : 

Gentlbme.v  : — In  behalf  of  the   Pharmacists  and   Druggists  of  this  city,  I 
hereby  extend  to  yoa  a  cordial  invitatiop  to  participate  with  us  in  an  excursioa 
down  Jarnes  River,  on  the  afternoon  of  Thursday,  18th  inst.,  at  3  o'clock. 
Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  H.  Scott,   Chairman  Com   of  Arrangements. 

Prof.  Markoe,  one  of  the  members  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Commit- 
tee, read  an  individual  report,  containing  criticisms  on  the  pharma- 
copoeia, which  was  accepted  and  referred. 

In  answer  to  query  10,  Mr.  Bedford  reported  verbally  that  balsam 
of  tolu  cannot  be  eraulsionizcd. 

A  partial  answer  to  query  12,  on  the  use  of  petroleum  benzin  for 
extracting  oleoresinous  drugs,  was  read  by  J.  P.  Remington,  and  the 
subject  continued  to  him  for  another  year. 

A  paper,  by  Mr.  E.  D.  Chipman,  on  the  proper  proportions  of 
sugar   and  honey  in  Vallet'e  mass,  was  read  in  answer  to  query  15 
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also  one  by  P.  of.  Procter,  on  the  value  of  orange-colored  glass  as  a 
preventive  of  the  chemical  influence  of  light ;  this  subject  was  con- 
tinued for  another  year. 

The  following  papers  were  read  :  by  the  Secretary,  on  query  21, 
in  relation  to  the  proper  time  for  collecting  biennial  medicinal  plants  ; 
by  J.  P.  Remington,  on  cheap  ointment  boxes  ;  by  Prof,  Procter,  on 
query  24,  on  the  preparation  of  cucumber  ointment ;  by  Dr.  Pile,  on 
improvements  in  graduated  measures,  and  on  query  28,  on  labelling 
shop  furniture,  etc.,  by  G.  H.  Schafer. 

In  a  voluntary  paper,  Mr.  G.  W.  Kennedy  informs  that  he  has 
separated  gentisic  acid  and  gentiopicrin  from  American  columbo 
{Frasera  Walteri). 

Several  new  members  were  elected,  Messrs.  Kennedy  and  Lem- 
berger  actinsj  as  tellers. 

The  follovfing  letter  was  read  by  the  Secretary  : 

Richmond,  September  16,  187 
Prof.  J.  M.  Mai'sch,  Permanent  Secretary  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  in  session  at  Richmond,  Va.  •• 

Dear  Sir  : — It  affords  me  pleasure  to  be  in  position  to  offer  an  exchange  of 
our  society's  publications  as  a  partial  expression  of  our  high  appreciation  of 
the  laudable  objects  for  which  your  association  is  organized.  You  may  feel 
assured  that  whatever  you  may  do  to  elevate  the  standard  of  your  profession 
and  thereby  discountenance  quackery  and  dishonest  imposition  will  meet  with 
the  hearty  favor  and  cordial  support  of  the  community  in  which  you  are  assem- 
bled, and  especially  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Virginia. 
Very  respectfully  yours,  etc., 

Landon  B.  Edwards, 
'  Recording  Secretary  Medical  Society  of  Virginia. 

On  motion,  the  proposed  exchange  was  accepted,  and  the  Secre- 
tary directed  to  notify  Dr.  Edwards. 

The  Association  now  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  the  following  morn- 
ing. 

Fourth  Session — Thursday  Morning. 

After  the  minutes  had  been  read  and  approved.  Dr.  Nichols  pre- 
sented the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  at  the  first  session,  to 
consider  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  President's  address  and 
Secretary's  report. 

Some  discussion  ensued  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  report 
that  the  Executive  Committee  and  Permanent  Secretary  be  allowed 
a  discretion  in  the  publication  in  pharmaceutical  journals  or  else- 
where of  any  essay  or  article  read  before  the  Association  in  advance 
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of  the  publication  of  the  annual  volume  of  transactions.  Dr.  Squibb 
moved  to  strike  it  out.  Agreed  to.  The  report,  as  amended,  was 
then  adopted. 

The  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution  to  provide  for  a  sink- 
ing fund,  offered  last  year,  was  rejected. 

After  some  discussion  on  the  propriety  of  declining  in  advance  for 
future  meetings  all  invitations  to  excursions  until  the  labors  of  the 
Association  shall  have  been  performed,  the  Committee  on  the  next 
Annual  Meeting  presented  their  report,  recommending  the  Twenty- 
second  Annual  Meeting  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  on  the 
second  Tuesday  in  September,  1874.  The  report  was  received  and 
adopted  without  a  dis.scnting  vote,  and  Prof.  Emil  Scheffer  was,  by 
acclamation,  elected  Local  Secretary. 

The  reports  of  the  Committees  on  Legislation  and  on  the  Photo- 
graphic Album  were  read  and  the  Committees  discharged.  The  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Drug  Market  was  read  by  Mr.  Bedford, 
accepted  and  referred. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  Committee  on  Album  :  P- 
W.  Bedford,  of  New  York,  Chairman  ;  C.  A.  Tufts,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire ;  R.  J.  Brown,  of  Kansas  ;  J.  P.  Remington,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  E.  H.  Sargent,  of  Chicago. 

The  President  also  announced  the  appointment  of  the  following 
Committee  on  "Ebert  prize  :"  Messrs.  Charles  Bullock,  Wilson  H. 
Pile  and  John  M.  Maisch,  of  Philadelphia. 

Prof.  Procter  read  a  valuable  essay  on  query  30,  "  What  shall  I 
read  and  where  shall  1  begin  ?"  Proi.  Lillard  a  voluntary  pap*r  on 
homoeopathic  pharmacy,  and  Dr.  Garrigues  on  American  bromine 
production.  The  latter  also  exhibited  oak  galls  collected  by  him 
near  Huntington,  W.  Va.  Dr.  Squibb  stated  that  galls  from  the 
oak  and  sumach  had  been  used  for  making  gallic  acid. 

The  following  papers  were  read  :  On  poisons  and  the  protection 
against  their  improper  use,  by  C.  L.  Eberle ;  On  the  insect  enemies 
of  drugs,  and  (Jn  the  Mexican  honey  ant,  by  William  Saunders;  On 
a  general  apparatus  stand,  etc.,  and  On  ergot  and  its  preparations, 
by  Dr.  S(|uibb  ;  On  the  proper  alcohol  strength  of  tincture  of  Colom- 
bo, by  C.  L.  Eberle ;  On  the  purity  of  commercial  tartaric  acid,  by 
IL  J.  Rose.  After  some  verbal  remarks  on  under-  and  over-hydrated 
chloral,  by  Prof.  Diehl,  fju<ry  ^54  was  dropped. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Hancock  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Elixirs, 
etc.,  which  was  accepted  and  the  Committee  discharged.    It  was  then 
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Resolved,  That  this  report  be  adopted,  with  the  recommendation  that  these 
rormulas  be  used  by  members  of  the  Association,  and  that  the  Secretary  be 
instructed  to  send  a  printed  copy  of  this  report  to  the  medical  societies  of  the 
Union,  with  the  suggestion  that  physicians,  if  prescribing  elixirs  at  all,  pre- 
scribe only  such  formulas  as  have  been  adopted  by  this  Associatioa. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  F.  Hancock  be  appointed  the  committee  on  unofficina^ 
formulas. 

The  delegates  of  all  incorporated  pharmaceutical  societies  not  rep- 
resented on  the  Committee  on  the  Pharmacopoeia,  were  requested  to 
nominate  one  member  for  said  Committee,  and  report  at  next  ses- 
sion. After  the  election  of  new  members,  Messrs.  R.  W.  Gardner 
and  C.  W.  Badger  having  acted  as  tellers,  the  Committees  on  Adul- 
terations and  Sophistications,  on  Legislation,  on  Liquor  Dealer's  Li- 
cense of  Apothecaries,  and  on  Infringement  of  Stamp  Tax,  were  con- 
tinued for  another  year.  Dr.  E.  R.  Squibb  having,  at  his  request, 
been  previously  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  on  Liquor 
Dealer's  License,  and  his  name  having  been  substituted  by  that  of  R. 
W.  Gardner,  of  Jersey  City. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  retiring  officers  was  passed  and  the  Asso- 
ciation adjourned  until  Friday  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

Fifth  Session — Friday  Morning. 

After  the  reading  and  approval  of  the  minutes,  the  amendment  of 
the  by-laws  was  adopted,  requiring  the  President  to  discuss  in  his 
annual  address  such  scientific  topics  as  he  may  select,  instead  of  re- 
viewing the  labors  of  the  Committee  during  the  past  year. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Specimens  was  read  by  Dr.  A.  W. 
Miller,  accepted  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Squibb,  the  salary  of  the  Reporter  on  Progress 
of  Pharmacy  was  fixed  at  $400  for  the  ensuing  year.  Notice  was 
also  given  by  Dr.  Squibb  of  a  proposed  amendment  of  the  by-laws 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  Treasurer  and  Permanent  Secretary 
$100  per  annum,  in  view  of  the  increased  duties  of  both  officers  ;  the 
proposition  lies  over  until  the  next  meeting. 

The  following  essays  were  read  and  referred :  On  the  amount  of 
carbolic  acid  necessary  to  prevent  the  growth  of  organisms  in  solu- 
tions of  alkaloids,  by  E.  H.  Squibb  ;  On  the  influence  of  heat  upon 
the  medicinal  properties  of  sarsaparilla,  by  Prof.  J.  F.  Judge ;  On 
the  reaction  of  chloral  bydrate,  by  J.  M.  Maisch  ;  On  gelseminia  and 
gelseminic  acid,  by  C.  F.  Fredigke  ;  On  assaying  cantharides  and 
their   preparations,    by  J.   M.   Maisch  ;   On    Lidian  remedies,   by  B. 
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Stacey  ;  On  weights  and  measures,  by  Prof.  0.  Oldberg  ;  On  fluid 
extract  of  vanilla,  by  Dr.  E.  P.  Nichols  ;  On  fluid  extract  of  sarsa- 
parilla,  by  Prof.  Judge  ;  also  a  paper  by  A.  T.  Moith,  discussing  the 
relations  of  physicians  and  apothecaries. 

The  Secretary  exhibited  a  sample  of  muriate  of  cinchonia,  which  is 
put  up  in  Xew  York  in  fraudulent  imitation  of  sulphate  of  quinia  of 
French  manufacture,  and  at  the  present  time  extensively  sold  into 
the  interior  towns  of  the  Southern  States. 

Prof.  Markoe  showed  diatomaceous  earth,  collected  by  him  in  Rich- 
mond, Va, 

After  the  election  of  new  members,  Messrs.  Remington  and  Ken- 
nedy acting  as  tellers,  the  Business  Committee  offered  the  following  : 

The  American  Pharmaceutical  Association  is  now  about  to  close  its  twenty- 
first  annual  session  in  the  capital  of  the  Old  Dominion.  Some  hesitation  waa 
felt  at  the  last  meeting  in  decidinp;  on  this  place,  but  the  success  of  our 
experiment  at  Cleveland  induced  us  to  repeat  it.  The  kind  courtesy  and 
generosity  of  our  reception,  the  unbounded  old  Virginia  liospitality  of  the 
pharmaceutists  and  citizens  of  Richmond  and  the  beautifully  appropriate  wel- 
come of  His  Honor,  the  Mayor  of  this  city,  has  dispelled  every  doubt  of  the 
propriety  of  our  selection.  Nothing  has  been  left  undone  that  could  add  to 
our  comfort  and  pleasure,  and  when  we  leave  this  place  to  return  to  our  homes 
we  shall  carry  with  us  pleasant  recollections  of  this  visit  which  will  not  soon 
be  effaced  from  our  memory.  As  a  faint  expression  of  our  warm  appreciation 
of  the  kindness  shown  us.  be  it 

Resolved.  That  the  hearty  thanks  of  thi?  Association  be  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered to  the  pharmaceutists  and  citizens  of  Richmond  for  the  cordiality  of  our 

reception  at  this  our  first  visit  to  the  ".Sunny  South." 

• 

President  Hancock  aros«  and  in  a  few  appropriate  and  well-timed 
remarks  bore  testimony  to  the  warmth  of  the  reception  of  the  Asso- 
ciation at  the  hands  of  the  pharmaceutists  and  citizens  of  this  city. 
He  said  that  they  had  never  met  with  a  heartier  reception  anywhere. 
He  indulfred  the  hope  that  at  their  next  meeting,  in  Louisville,  repre- 
sentatives wouM  be  present  from  the  Virginia  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation. 

Thanks  were  also  tendered  the  Richmond  press  for  their  faithful 
reports  of  its  proceedings,  after  which  the  Secretary,  at  12j  o'clock, 
offered  a  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  that  the  Association  do  now 
adjourn  to  meet  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  September  next,  at  3 
o'clock  P.  M.,  at  Louisville,  Ky. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  NOTES. 
By  J.   DoNDE. 

Vallett's  Ferruginous  Mass,  prepared  by  myself  and  such  as  I 
have  seen  druggists  getting  from  New  York,  becomes  hard  after  some 
time,  so  that  it  cannot  be  used  any  more.  To  avoid  tiiis  change, 
which  I  attribute  to  the  honey,  I  made  some  with  sugar  and  glycerin 
after  the  following  formula  : 

Sulphate  of  iron,  .  .  .     500  grams 

Carbonate  of  sodium,  .  .  600  grams 

Rain  water,  .  ...         8  litres 

White  sugar  in  powder,  .  .  280  grams 

Glycerin,  ....     150  grams 

Operate  by  the  process  of  Soubeiran,  or  follow  the  U.  S.  Pharma- 
copoeia, and  wash,  strain  and  press  the  carbonate  of  iron,  which 
weighs  500  to  600  grams,  add  the  sugar  and  glycerin  and  evaporate 
to  a  pilular  consistence. 

This  preparation  will  keep  for  three  years. 

Syrup  of  Digitalis  suitable  for  Preparing  the  Infusion. — Medicinal 
substances  produce  different  and  sometimes  opposite  effects,  not  only 
in  proportion  to  their  dose,  but  also  in  accordance  with  the  manner 
in  which  they  are  administered.  Thus :  the  infusion  of  Colombo  is 
used  as  a  tonic,  and  the  decoction  in  dysentery ;  rhubarb  is  tonic  in 
the  dose  of  five  decigrams,  purgative  in  doses  of  four  to  eight  grams, 
and  it  has  an  astringent  action  in  decoction  or  when  roasted.  In 
general,  it  is  evident  that  the  diversity  of  preparation  in  which  a 
medicinal  substance  may  be  given,  in  modifying  its  qualities,  will 
determine  different  and  often  opposite  effects. 

In  the  substances  named  above,  the  pharmacist  should  follow 
closely  the  prescription  of  the  physician,  and  thereby  avoid  all 
trouble,  in  case  the  latter  has  erred  in  the  form  of  the  preparation. 
But  there  are  other  substances — like  fox-glove — the  correct  pharma- 
ceutical preparation  of  which  is  the  infusion  and  not  the  decoction  ; 
and  if  errors  have  been  made  in  prescribing,  they  must  be  corrected 
by  the  pharmacist,  who  is  educated  not  merely  by  having  practiced 
his  profession  for  four  or  five  years,  but  who  has  also  mastered  the 
principles  of  science. 

I  remember  a  case  in  which  a  physician  prescribed  digitalis  in  de- 
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coction  ;  but  the  pharmacist,  seeing  the  error,  took  the  infusion  in- 
stead. The  diagnosis  had  been  well  made,  the  therapeutical  indica- 
tions even  better  carried  out,  for  the  patient  felt  relieved.  The 
following  day  the  physician  ordered  this  prescription  to  be  repeated, 
which  was  done  by  another  pharmacist,  not  so  well  instructed,  who 
followed  servilely  the  formula  prescribed,  and  after  the  patient  had 
taken  two  spoonfuls  she  was  nauseated,  had  headache,  etc.  The 
physician  having  been  called  in,  learned,  on  inquiry,  that  his  pre- 
scription had  been  properly  modified  the  first  time  and  had  been  fol- 
lowed literally  in  the  last  instance.  Such  and  similar  cases  may 
happen  in  countries  where  the  laws  allow  to  practice  pharmacy  with- 
out demanding  from  the  apothecaries  any  proofs  regarding  their 
knowledge  and  scrupulous  diligence,  so  requisite  for  practicing  pro- 
perly a  profession  of  such  direct  influence  upon  the  health  and  life 
of  men.  On  this  subject  the  Chemical  News  says  :  "  An  ill  informed 
pharmaceutist  is  more  dangerous  than  an  ignorant  physician  ;  for  the 
former  may  cause  the  death  of  the  patient  directly,  while  the  physi- 
cian has  a  lightning  conductor  in  the  way  of  his  homicidal  prescrip- 
tions, and  this  lightning  conductor  is  the  pharmaceutist." 

Sometimes  pharmacists  do  not  take  the  trouble  to  weigh  the  sub- 
stances for  making  infusions  or  decoctions ;  principally  in  well  re- 
puted and  frequented  stores,  when  the  customers  urge  the  apothecary 
for  their  medicines,  inducing  him  to  shorten  his  operations,  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  the  medicine.  To  prevent  such  inconveniences  in  the 
case  of  digitalis,  I  have  prepared  a  syrup  which  has  been  employed 
for  some  time,  principally  in  the  store  of  Mr.  J.  Font.  The  formula 
is  as  follows  : 

Simple  syrup,  ....     2u00  grams 

Ilvdro-alcoholic  extract  of  fox-glove,        .  50  grams 

Rain  water,    .  .  .  .  .40  c.c. 

Concentrate  the  syrup  to  32°,  at  a  boiling  temperature,  re- 
move from  the  fire,  and  when  it  has  cooled  to  pretty  nearly  50°  C. 
add  the  extract  dissolved  in  the  water.  This  will  yield  a  syrup  of 
fox-glove  containing  one  gram  of  the  extract,  which  is  equivalent  to 
three  grams  of  the  leaves  in  40  grams  of  synip.  By  dissolving  40 
grams  of  it  in  210  grams  of  water,  tlie  infusion  will  be  ready  for  use^ 
strongly  bitter  and  possessing  its  characteristic  odor. 

AJeriila,  Yucntan,  Aui/uxt  8///,  ]Hlo. 
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GLEANINGS  FROM  THE  EUROPEAN  JOURNALS. 
By  the  Editor. 
Analysis  of  Juniper  Berries. — E.  Donath  has  obtained  the  follow- 
ing results:  water,  29-44;  volatile  oil,  0-91;  formic  acid,  1-86;  ace- 
tic acid,  0-9-1:;  malic  acid  (in  combination),  0-21 ;  wax-like  fat,  0*64; 
green  resin  of  the  etherial  tincture,  846  ;  hard  brown  resin  of  the 
alcoholic  tincture,  1-29;  bitter  substance,  by  Steer  named  juniperin, 
1-37  ;  pectin,  0-73  ;  protein  compounds,  4*45  ;  cellulose,  15-83  ;  ashes, 
2'Z^.—Chem.  Centralbl,  1873,  No.  29,  from  Polyt.  Journ. 

Coloration  of  Chloralhydrate  by  Oil  of  Peppermint. — On  bringing 
the  two  substances  in  contact,  a  reddish  color  is  soon  developed, 
which  gradually  darkens  to  cherry-red.  The  color  is  readily  soluble 
in  ether,  alcohol  and  chloroform  ;  boiling  does  not  destroy  it ;  sul- 
phuric acid  heightens  its  intensity,  and,  if  now  chloroform  be  added, 
a  dark  violet  tint  is  produced.  The  oils  of  lemon,  bergamot,  juniper, 
crisped  mint,  rosemary,  cloves,  anise  and  fennel  do  not  produce  any 
coloration  with  chloralhydrate. — Arcliiv  d.  Pharm.,  1873,  July  29. 

Quercetin  in  Catechu  and  Quercitrin  in  Sumach. — Aqueous  solu- 
tions of  catechu,  on  being  agitated  with  ether,  yield  to  this  solvent 
quercetin,  which  may  be  obtained  pure  by  washing  the  etherial  ex- 
tract with  water,  dissolving  the  residue  in  strong  alcohol,  and  mixing 
this  solution  with  boiling  water.  All  varieties  of  catechu  contain  it, 
but  some  in  very  minute  proportion.  On  treating  the  alcoholic 
extract  of  sumach  with  water,  this  with  ether,  &c.,  quercitrin  is  ob- 
tiiined. — Zeitschr.  f  Anal.  Chem.,  1873,  127. 

Balsam  of  Peru  Adulterated  with  Storar  has  been  met  with  by  H. 
Scbweikert.  Besides  the  spec,  gravity,  which  was  1-12  only,  there 
was  nothing  to  suggest  any  adulteration,  as  it  yielded,  like  the  pure 
balsam,  a  hard  resin  with  strong  sulphuric  acid,*  and  developed  no 
foreign  odor  on  being  warmed.  Distilled  with  solution  of  table  salt, 
little  alcohol  was  found  in  the  distillate,  but  oily  drops  which  smelled 
strongly  of  storax.  To  detect  such  an  adulteration,  the  author  sug- 
gests petroleum  benzin,  which  should  yield  a  clear  solution  with  pure 
balsam  of  Peru,  but  furnishes  a  turbid  mixture  with  alcoholic  solution 
of  storax. — Archiv  d.  Pharm.,  1873,  July,  53 — 55. 

lodo-arsenic  Acid. — Prof.  Silvestro  Zinno,  of  Naples,  has  prepared' 

*  See  American  Joarnal  of  Phurmaoy,  1873,  p.  353. 
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this  new  compound  by  gradually  adding  iodine,  diffused  in  water,  to  a 
boiling  solution  of  arscnious  acid,  until  the  color  ceases  to  disappear. 
After  filtering  the  solution  through  wood  charcoal  and  evaporating, 
the  new  acid  separates  after  some  time  in  small  colorless  crystals, 
having  the  composition  AsOgTg,  and  of  which  3-24  parts  are  soluble 
in  100  parts  of  water  at  ordinary  temperature  ;  its  salts  are  insoluble 
or  sparingly  soluble  in  cold  water.  When  treated  with  a  hot  solution 
of  iodide  of  potassium,  a  portion  of  the  acid  crystallizes,  on  cooling, 
in  fine  silvery  scales,  and  the  solution  yields,  on  evaporation,  readily 
soluble  cubical  crystals  of  iodo-arsenate  of  potassium  iodide,  the  com- 
position of  which  was  found  to  be  KI,As03T2. — N.  Report,  f.  Pharm. 
1873,;?.  385—390. 

In  the  Prejiarntion  of  Ergotin  of  Bonjean,  it  frequently  happens 
that  the  liquids  begin  to  ferment  while  being  evaporated,  and  even 
that  fermentation  commences  in  the  displacement  apparatus.  Ilon- 
rotte  recommends  in  such  cases  to  express  the  contents  of  the  perco- 
lator, and  to  heat  the  liquid  to  boiling  for  several  minutes,  when  it 
is  passed  through  a  wet  strainer,  and  may  afterwards  be  evaporated 
without  fear  of  further  fermentation. — Rej).  de  Pharm.,  1873,  366. 

Natural  Iodine  Wine. — Boinet  proposes  to  ferment  the  juice  of 
grapes  in  contact  with  seaweeds,  particularly  Fucus  vesioulosus,  and 
regards  the  product  ns  the  best,  most  natural  and  easiest  for  admin- 
istration and  assimilation.  It  is  obtained  by  placing  in  suitable  tanks 
alternate  layers  of  crushed  grapes  and  sea  plants,  and  covering  the 
whole  with  cut  straw,  as  a  protection  from  too  much  contact  of  air 
and  to  favor  fermentation.  After  fifteen  or  twenty  days  the  fermen- 
tation will  be  completed;  the  liquid  is  expressed  and  further  treated 
as  ordinarily  in  the  preparation  of  wine.  When  finished  it  has  a 
rather  agreeable  taste  of  sea  plants,  and  is  even  readily  taken  by 
children.  It  has  been  successfully  used  in  the  hopital  dcs  enfants. 
If  this  so-called  natural  iodine  wine  is  not  obtainable,  the  following 
is^offered  as  a  substitute  : 

Tincture  of  Iodine,       .  .     two  grams, 

Tannin,  .  .     twenty-five  centigrams, 

Water,  .  .     one  thousand  grams. 

Of  this  mixture  a  tablespoonful  may  be  taken  by  adults  in  wine  at 
breakfast  and  dinner. —  L' Union  Pharm,,  1873,  JuIt/. 
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ON  PAREIRA  BRAVA. 
By  Daniei,  Hanbury. 
\  |Thc  botanical  origin  of  the  various  stems  and  roots  known  as  Pa- 
reira Brava  is  extremely  obscure.  By  most  writers  the  drug  is  re- 
ferred without  question  to  Cissampelos  Pareira  Linn.,  a  climbing 
plant  of  the  order  Menispermacece  growing  in  the  tropical  regions  of 
both  the  Old  and  New  World. 

Some  years  ago  the  difficulty  of  purchasing  Pareira  Brava  of  good 
•quality  in  London  induced  me  to  seek  a  supply  in  the  West  Indies. 
I  accordingly  procured,  on  behalf  of  the  firm  of  which  I  was  then  a 
member,  a  quantity  of  the  stems  and  roots  of  Cissampelos  Pareira  L., 
■coliv'cted  in  Jamaica  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  N.  Wilson,  director 
of  the  Bath  Botanical  Garden  in  that  island.  The  first  importation 
ivas  accompanied  by  herbarium  specimens  of  the  plant,  the  examina- 
tion of  which  removed  all  doubt  as  to  its  origin.  I  also  obtained  spe- 
cimens of  stems  of  Cissampelos  Pareira  similarly  authenticated,  from 
-correspondents  in  Trinidad,  Brazil  and  Ceylon. 

From  these  materials  it  at  once  became  evident  that  the  long  ac- 
■cepted  statement  that  Pareira  Brava  is  derived  from  Cissamj>elos  Pa- 
reira Linn,  was  erroneous.*  In  fact  neither  the  stem  nor  the  root  of 
the  plant  at  all  resembles  any  of  tiie  forms  of  that  drug  I  had  ever 
met  with  in  commerce. 

Whut  then  is  true  Pareira  Brava  ? — To  answer  this  question  we 
must  look  back  to  the  early  history  of  the  drug. 

The  merit  of  having  first  given  some  account  of  Pareira  Brava  is 
«sually  conceded  to  the  Dutch  traveller  Piso,  who  in  his  work  De 
Me'licina  Brasiliensi,  published  in  1G48,  described  a  plant  called  by 
the  Portuguese  Caapeha,  Cipo  de  Cobras  or  Herva  de  Nossa  S^nihora. 
Piso's  figure  is  scarcely  recognizable,  but  his  description  of  the  fruit 
jis  resembling  the  catkins  of  liop  [semen  magnum  coloris  rosacei^  e  cap- 
^ulis  lupulo  similibus  prominens)  applies  well  enough  to  a  Cissampelos^ 
and  in  fact  C.  glaherrima  St.  Ilil.  is  known  under  these  Purtuguese 
names  in  Sou '".horn  Brazd  at  the  present  time.  My  friend,  Mr.  J. 
Correa  de  Mello,  of  Campinas,  Prov.  S.  Paulo,  has  been  good  enough 
to  send  rac  a  specimen  of  this  plant  and  of  its  root ;  and  the  hitter  I 
find  to  be  wholly  unlike  any  sort  of  Pareirx  Brava. 

That  Piso  does  not  mention  Pareira  Brava  was  indeed  remarked  as 

*  Tlii«  fuct  was  firet  pointed  out  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  India,  186S,  p.  8, 
nofe. 
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'long  af»o  as  1710;*  ami  it  is  only  since  the  drug  has  been  supposed 
to  4)6  derived  from  Cissamjjclos  that  autiiors  have  identified  it  with 
Piso's  Coapeha. 

Pareira  ]*rava  was  certainly  first  brought  to  Europe  by  the  PortU" 
guese.  It  first  attracted  general  attention  in  1G88,  when  Michel 
Amelot,  Marquis  de  Gournay,  a  privy  councillor  of  Louis  XIV,  and 
a  very  distinguished  politienl  persronage,  brought  it  with  him  from 
Lisbon,  whither  he  had  been  sent  as  ambassabor  by  the  French  king. 
There  can  le  no  doubt  that  the  drug  was  considered  to  possess  extra- 
ordinary properties.  Rouil'e,  the  successor  of  Amelot  in  the  Lisbon 
emb:is«v,  iils')  took  hdmc  with  him  to  Paris  some  Pareira  Brava  ;  and 
in  1710  we  find  it  claiming  the  notice  of  the  French  Academy,!  who 
requested  Etienne-Frangois  GeofTroy,  Professor  of  Medicine  and 
Pharmacy  in  the  College  of  France,  to  investigate  its  virtues.  Jean- 
Claude-Adrien  Helvetius,  a  physician  of  great  merit,  who  though  a 
youTiff  man  was  consulted  by  Louis  XIV  in  his  last  days,  and  was 
afterwards  attaciied  to  the  court  of  Louis  XV,  tried  the  new  drug 
Btill  earlier.^;  and  gave  strong  testimony  in  its  favor. 

Both  GeofTroy  and  Htlvetius  were  correspondents  of  Sir  liana 
Sloane,  that  diligent  promoter  of  science  whose  immense  collections 
gave  origin  to  the  Briti>h  Museum, — and  among  the  Slonian  MSS.  I 
have  found  a  letter  of  IIelvetiu>§  addressed  in  1715  to  Monsieur  Duy- 
venvoorde,  ambassador  from  the  States  General  to  George  I.,  a  por- 
tion of  wliich  I  will  here  quote: — 

"I  am  extreamly  pleased  s""  that  you  have  apply'd  yo^self  to  me 
for  my  advice  about  the  use  of  the  Pareira  Brava  which  has  been  re- 
coDnndcd  to  you,  because  I  can  give  3'ou  a  very  goo<l  account  of  it 
haveiiig  been  one  of  the  first  that  introduced  it  in  France.  1  have 
made  abundance  of  lucky  experiments  about  it  which  have  made  this 
medicine  very  well  known  to'  me,  wherefore  I  assure  you,  you  can  do 
nothing  better  than  to  make  tryall  of  it.  .  .  The  Pareira  Brava 
is  a  root  whieh  comes  to  us  from  Brazil  by  the  way  of  Lisbon,  but 
which  the  war  has  rendered  pretty  scarce;  however  it  is  to  be  found 

*  Jlist.  de  VAcad.  lioyale  des  Sciences,  annee  1710,  r)6. 

t  Id. 

I  Helvetius,  TraitJ  des  Mfdndiis  les  plus  fvcquentes  el  des  rtmec/e.v  specifiquea 
pour  les  guerir,  PariH,  ITO.'J,  98. 

§  Sloane  MS.,  No.  3:540,  p.  '21)1. — The  letter  has  already  been  published  ia 
Phil.  Trans.,  No.  346,  Nov.  and  Uec.,  1715,  p.  365. 
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among  the  good  druggists  and  is  sold  [at]  Paris  for  40  livres  the  • 
pound.  'Tis  called  in  Brazil  the  Uuiver.iall  Medicine,  and  made  use 
of  there  in  all  kinds  of  distempers.  A  Capuchin  monk  who  came 
from  thence  told  me  he  could  not  give  it  a  greater  character  than  by 
assuring  rae  that  in  all  their  voyages  they  carried  the  gospell  in  one 
pockett  and  the  Pareira  Brava  in  another.     .     .     .  " 

Helvetius  recommended  the  finely-powdered  root  in  five  grain  doses, 
to  be  taken  in  infusion  warm  like  tea. 

Petiver,  apothecary  of  London,  and  Secretary  to  the  Royal  Society, 
an  active  collector  of  objects  of  natural  history  of  every  kind,  whose 
letters  are  also  in  the  Sloaninn  collection,  thus  wrote,  Dec.  11th,  1716, 
to  Colonel  Worsley,  His  Majesty's  Envoy  at  Lisbon  : — 

"  ...  I  am  glad  to  hear  y*'  Brazil  IHeet  is  safely  arrived, 
w^*^  I  hope  has  brought  some  materialls  for  my  succeeding  Collecta- 
neas,  and  amongst  them  nothing  can  be  more  welcome  than  specimens 
of  ye  leaves  and  fruit  of  ye  Ipecacuanha,  Pareira  Brava,  Balsam  Ca- 
pevaj  and  ye  true  Brasile  and  Brasiletto  woods,  all  which  will  be  very 
acceptable  discoveries.     .      .     ."* 

The  first  author  to  give  an  account  in  print  of  Pareira  Brava  seems 
to  be  Pomet,  whose  Ilistoire  des  Drogues  was  completed  in  1692.t 
He  describes  the  drug  as  then  recently  seen  in  Paris,  and  he  figures 
the  specimen  given  him  by  Tournefort. 

Geoffroy,  in  his  excellent  Tractatus  de  Materia  3Iedica,X  a  work 
he  did  not  live  to  complete,  calls  the  drug  by  its  Brazilian  name  of 
£utua,  or  Pareira  Brava  of  the  Portuguese,  and  describes  it  as  a 
root,  woody,  hard,  contorted,  externally  of  dark  color,  rough,  with 
many  wrinkles,  some  long,  some  running  round  it  transvers*  I}'',  like 
that  of  Tkymekea  [^Daphne  Grtiidium  L.],  internally  of  a  dull,  yel- 
lowish hue,  knit  together,  as  it  were,  with  many  woody  fibres,  so  that 
Avhen  cut  transversely  it  exhibits  several  concentric  circles,  intersect- 
ed by  numerous  rays  of  fibres  passing  from  the  centre  to  the  circum- 
ference;  inodorous,  somewhat  bitter,  with  a  certain  degree  of  sweet- 
ness like  liquorice,  as  thick  as  the  finger,  or  sometimes  as  a  child's 
arm.     lie  adds  that  the  Brazilians  and  Portuguese  most  highly  extol 

*  Sloane  MS.,  3340,  p.  306. 

t  As  proved  by  the  letters  of  approbatiou  which  precede  it.     But  it  was  uoL 
published  until  16'.)4. 
i  Tom.  n.  11741)  2i. 
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■  its  virtues  as  a  diuretic,  lithontriptic,  vulnerary,  stomacliic,   cordial, 
and  alexipharmic,*  and,  in  fact,  regard  it  as  a  complete  panacea. 

The  question  now  arises — Can  the  drug  which  was  introduced  with 
so  much  of  laudation  be  clearly  identified  ? 

As  already  stated,  I'omet  has  figured  it,  and  his  engraving  is  ex- 
cellent. But  Sloane  has  left  us  better  materials.  In  his  collection 
of  materia  medica,  now  in  the  British  Museum,  there  are  many  well- 
preserved  specimens  of  the  drug  obtained  from  different  persons  and 
at  different  periods,  a}i<f  all  of  one  kind ;  and  in  his  voluminous  man- 
uscript catalogues  and  his  other  papers,  are  entries  throwing  light  on 
their  origin. 

The  first  notice  I  have  found  is  a  letter  fiom  Lisbon,  dated  October 
17th,  1699,  addressed  by  Joseph  Geston  to  John  Elli8,t  in  which  the 
writer  says : — 

^''By  order  of  my  brother,  Wm.  Geston,  I  send  you  here  enclosed 
six  sticks  of  Pareira  Brava,  or  Parrn  Brava.  The  use  of  it,  I  am 
informed,  is  in  powder,  one  scruple,  and  to  the  strongest  patient  one 
octave  [drachm]  in  Ilhenish  wine.  .  .  .  Its  vertues  are  for  the 
stone,  gravell,  obstruction  of  the  urine,  and  for  the  colick, — a  very 
excellent  remedy." 

Though  this. letter  is  not  addressed  to  Sloane,  nor  is  he  mentioned 
in  it,  yet  from  its  occurrence  among  his  correspondence  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  specimens  to  which  it  relates  were  intended  for 
him. 

The  entries  in  his  manuscript  catalogues,  which  are  in  iiis  own  hanil 
writing,  are  these: — 

"052.  Pareira  Brava. — From  Brasile,  pretended  to  be  good  for 

the  stone." 

"4039.  Pareira  Brava. — A  root  used  in  the  stone.'" 

*'6708.  The  Pareira  Brava,  of  a  brown  color,  from  Brazil,  said 

to  be  the  best  sort. — From  Mons""  Geoffroy." 

♦  Hill  judiciously  remarks  that  this  is  goinp  too  far  in  its  praise,  and  jet 
omitting  some  of  its  real  virtues.  ''  It  is  certainly  a  diuretic,"  ."ays  he,  "of  no 
inferior  kind,  and  has  done  great  service  in  nephritic  cases;  and  in  pleurisies 
and  quinzies  has  been  attended  with  more  success  than  almost  any  medicine  we 
know  of  singly.  In  suppressions  of  urine  scarce  anything  is  more  cfTicacious  or 
more  instantaneous  in  its  effect,  but  it  is  folly  to  iafer  from  this  that  il  will  dis- 
solve the  stone.  ...  In  cases  of  ulceration  of  the  kidneys  or  bladder,  when 
the  urine  is  purulent  and  voided  with  great  difficulty,  there  is  scarce  anything 
*=qual  to  this  root  as  a  remedy." — Jlinf.  of  Mai .  Med.  17.^>1,  p.  COO. 

t  Sloane  MS.,  4045,  fol.  240. 
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"10471.   Sev'l-  specimens  of  the  Pareira  Brava,  from   Lisbon, 

accounted  a  great  remedy  in  suppression  of  water  and  the  stone, — 

according  to  Monsf"-  Geoffroy,  the  Ainbitua  or  Butua  of  Zanoni. — 

From  Dr.  Fuller,  Sevenoaks." 

In  186(3,  I  applied  to  my  friend  Theodor  Peckolt,  druggist,  of  Rio 
<le  Janeiro,  then  residing  at  Cantagallo,  in  the  same  province,  on  the 
subject  of  Pareira  Brava,  in  consequence  of  which  I  received  from 
him  specimens  of  two  plants,  the  one  marked  Butua  or  Pareira  Brava 
legitimn,  the  other  Butinlta  or  Pareira  Brava  miuda  (literally  small 
I'areira  Brava),  together  with  a  large  dried  entire  plant  of  the  former. 
The  herbarium  specimens  of  these  plants  presented  no  characters  by 
which  I  could  distinguish  them  as  two  species;  and  Mr,  Peckolt  sub- 
sequently informed  me  that  their  difference  consists  chitfly  in  habit, 
and  that  the  first  or  legitimate  Pareira  Brnva  is  found  in  much  drier 
situations  than  the  small  sort,  or  Pareira  Brava  miuda. 

I  have  also  received  specimens  from  my  friend  Mr.  J.  Correa  de 
Mello  of  Campinas,  marked  Parreira  Brava  pequena  [small  Pareira 
B,ava)  or  Abuta  pequena,  and  others  labelled  Leaves  of  the  plant 
producing  Pareira  Brava,  all  of  which  seem  referable  to  Mr.  Peckolt's 
plant.  Mr.  Correa  de  Mello  has  likewise  sent  me  the  dried  root,  and 
I  have  also  received  the  root  as  supplied  by  a  drug  house  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro. 

Within  the  last  few  weeks  two  specimens  of  roots  bearing  some 
leaves,  marked  respectively  Pareira  Brava,  large  leaf,  and  Pareira 
Brava,  small  leaf,  have  been  presented  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
as  well  as  to  myself  by  Mr.  G.  B.  Francis,  of  the  firm  of  Hearon, 
Squire  and  Francis.  Between  these  two  sorts  I  fail  to  recognize  any 
difference. 

The  roots  of  Mr.  Peckolt's  Pareira  Brava  legitima,  those  sent  me 
by  Mr.  Correa  de  Mello,  and  those  received  from  Mr.  Francis,  com- 
pletely agree  with  Sloane's  specimens,  as  well  as  with  Pomet's  figure. 

As  to  the  plant,  I  identify  it  with  (JJiondodendron*  tomentosum  of 
Ruiz  et  Pavon,  with  an  authentic  specimen  of  which  in  the  herbarium 
of  the  British  Museum  I  have  compared  it.  It  is  the  Cocculus  Chon- 
dodendron  of  De  Candolle  (Prod.  I.  98),  and  has  been  figured  as  Coc- 

*  Mr.  Miers  {Contributions  to  Botany^  III.,  307)  contends  for  this  name  be- 
ing written  Chondrodendron  as  more  in  accordance  with  its  derivation  from 
■/jriifoi.  But  I  think  it  safer  to  retain  the  original  spelling  as  accepted  by  all 
botanists. 
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cuius  {?)  plaiyphylla  by  Augusto  de  St.  Ililalre,*  and  liy  Eichler.f  aa 
Botn/opsis  platJ/phylla  M'wr:^.  It  agrees  well  with  tiie  plate  of  C¥«- 
sampeJ'is  Ahutua  in  Vellozo's  Flora  FluminensisX  witli  which  Eichler 
doulitfully  identifies  it. 

Cliondodeyidron  tomcntosum  has  been  fonnd  in  various  parts  of 
Brazil,  where  it  is  known  ;is  Buhia  and  Ahutvn.  Its  raceme  of  large 
oval  berries,  exactly  like  a  bunch  of  grapes,  is  another  evidence  that 
it  is  the  plant  which  the  old  Portuguese  colonists  called  Pareira  Brava 
or  Wild  Vine.%  Neither  the  fruit  nor  the  foliage  of  Cissaynpelog  Pa- 
reira have  anything  about  them  suggestive  of  a  grapevine. 

The  root  of  Chondodendron  cannot  be  confounded  with  the  stem, 
which  is  woody  and  fibrous  and  of  a  different  structure.  Geoffroy's 
description  of  the  former,  which  I  have  translated  at  page  451,  is  cor- 
rect as  far  as  it  goes.  I  may  add  that  the  numerous  specimens  I  have 
seen  present  but  little  variation.  All  are  portions  of  a  tortuous, 
branching  root,  wrinkled  longitudinally  and  having  transverse  fis- 
sures, constrictions,  or  ridges.  The  root  is  externally  of  a  blackish- 
brown,  and  light  yellowish-brown  within.  In  Mr.  Francis's  drug 
there  are  young  roots  having  the  remnants  of  green  aerial  sti-ms  rising 
from  the  upper  jiart.  In  Mr.  Peckolt's  specimen  the  aerial  stems  are 
fully  preserved,  as  thick  as  the  finger  and  many  feet  in  length.  The 
root  seems  to  be  gtirge<l  with  juices  so  that  under  the  penknife  it  cuts 
more  like  a  very  hard  fat  or  wax  than  as  a  fibrous  wood.  In  trans- 
verse section  it  does  not  display  zones  of  the  same  regular  and  beau- 
tiful definition  that  one  sees  in  ordinary  Pareira  Brava.  In  the  root 
of  Chondodendron  there  is  a  large  well  marked  central  column  com- 
posed of  wedges  diverging  from  a  common  axis,  around  which  are  ar- 
ranged a  few  concentric  rings  intersected  by  wedge-shaped  rays  which 
are  often  irregular,  scattered,  and  indistinct.  The  axis  is  not  often 
ecceritric. 

•  Plantes  UsueUcs  des  BraHiltcnit,  pi.  42. 

t  Martins.  J<''lor.  Bras.,  lasc.  'AS,  lab.  48.  Kicbler  makes  two  species  under 
the  name  of  Bolryopnis.  Miers  cijht,  six  of  tliem  bein;,'  appureatly  forms  of  Ch. 
tomcntosum.  Mr.  Mier's  species,  as  named  by  himself,  can  be  seen  iu  the  Brit- 
ish Museum,  and  a  type-specimen  of  the  plant  figured  by  Kichler  in  the  Kew 
Herbarium. 

X  Tom  X.,  tab.  140.  Mr.  Miers  regarJs  this  to  represent  his  Ahuta  macro- 
phylla,  a  very  different  plant. 

Jin  Portugue.se  the  word  is  written  Parrcira,  and  signifies  a  vine  that  growl 
fcgftinst  a  wall  or  over  an  arbor.     Pdrra  is  a  vine-leaf. 
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In  Cissampelos  Pareira  the  root  and  stem  are  nearly  alike  in  struc- 
ture, and  in  transverse  section  show  no  concentric  rings.  Those  re- 
ceived from  Jamaica,  which  were  the  hirgest  that  could  be  collected, 
were  rarely  so  much  as  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  in  many  localities  it 
is  difficult  to  obtain  the  stem  or  root  thicker  than  a  goose  quill. 

The  Pareira  Brava  of  English  commerce  is  mostly  of  larger  size 
than  the  root  o{  Chondodendron,  and  is  a  much  more  woody  substance. 
Its  internal  structure,  which  is  familiar  to  most  druggists,  is  very  re- 
markable, consisting  of  a  series  of  layers  which  are  often  developed 
exclusively  in  one  direction.  Nothing  is  known  of  the  botatiical  ori- 
gin of  this  drug,  beyond  the  fact  that  the  structure  of  the  wood  is  that 
of  the  order  Menispermacece. 

Of  late  years  even  this  sort  has  become  rare,  and  its  place  has  been 
taken  by  a  drug  completely  void  of  medicinal  power.  This  latter  con- 
sists of  cylindrical  woody  truncheons  which  have  an  internal  struc- 
ture not  very  diverse  from  that  represented  below,  though  generally 
less  eccentric,  with  always  a  distinct  central  pith.  The  wood  is  taste- 
less, and  often  seems  to  have  been  injured  by  damp.  It  should  be 
rigidly  excluded  from  pharmaceutical  use. 

Several  other  sorts  of  Pareira  Brava  are  known — at  least  in  South 
America.  One,  of  which  there  is  a  p  ircel  now  in  the  London  market, 
as  remarkable  for  its  large  size,  and  for  being  internally  of  a  fine 
yellow.     As  it  is  also  very  bitter,  it  probably  contains  berberine. 

Another  sort  is  derived  from  Ahuta  rufeseens  Aublet,  a  well- 
marked  plant  growing  in  Guiana  and  North  Brazil.  Specim^^ns  of  a 
thick  woody  root,  marked  Abutua  grande  or  Parreira  Brava  grande^ 
and  attributed  to  this  species  have  been  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Correa  de 
Mello  ;  they  exhibit  numerous  concentric  layers  traversed  by  very  dis- 
tinct, dark  medullary  rays,  the  inter-radial  spaces  being  white,  and 
rich  in  starch.  It  is  apparently  a  well-marked  sort,  and  one  I  have 
not  seen  in  commerce.* 

In  conclusion,  I  strongly  advocate  returning  to  the  use  of  the  root 

*  When  Aublet  was  in  Guiana.  1762  4,  the  stems  of  Ahuta  rii/escens  were 
shipped  to  France  as  Pareira  Brava  blanc.  He  saya  there  is  a  variety  <»f  the 
same  with  the  woody  parts  reddish,  which  is  known  in  Cayenne  as  Pareira 
Brava  rouge.  He  also  describes  and  fij^iires  a  plant  he  calls  Abuia  amara  or 
Pareira  Brava  jaune,  which  has  the  wood  yeilowish  and  very  bitter. 

This  last  is,  I  think,  identical  with  the  yellow  wood  of  which,  as  \  have  waid, 
there  is  a  quantity  now  on  sale  as  "  Pareira  Brava."  See  Hist,  des  Platites  de 
<<i  Guiane  Franr.oise,  i.  (1775),  618-21,  lab.  250-51. 
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of  Chonilodfudron,  which  is  the  drug  on  which  the  reputation  of  Pa- 
reira  Brava  was  originally  founded. 

In  Brazil  this  root  is  regarded  as  the  legitimate  sort,  and  is  still 
held  in  the  highest  esteem. 

Though  it  has  not  been  clearly  recognized  by  European  writers,  it 
is  not  altogether  unknown.  Guibourt*  seems  to  have  been  acquainted 
with  it  and  even  correctly  surmised  its  botanical  orijrin.  It  is  the- 
root  figured  by  Gobel  and  Kunze,t  and  there  is  an  old  specimen  of  it 
in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Museum  marked  Pareira  Brava.  I 
myself  met  with  it  in  the  market  in  1862.  Lastly,  Dr.  8(^uibb  has 
pointed  out  J  that  some  small  lots  of  Pareira  Brava  imported  into  New 
York  in  1871  consisted  in  large  part  of  a  drug  entirely  different  from, 
any  previously  seen,  and  that  he  at  first  supposed  it  an  adulteration  ; 
but  that  subsequent  examination  had  shown  him  that  the  drug  in 
question  agreed  well  Avith  the  older  descriptions  of  Pareira  Brava,. 
and  especially  with  Pomet's  figure,  so  that  he  was  convinced  it  was 
true  Pareira  Root.  From  Dr.  Squibb's  description  I  feel  sure  that 
the  drug  before  him  was  the  same  as  that  to  which  I  have  called  at- 
tention in  the  present  paper. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  would  become  plentiful  if  the  demand 
should  arise,  and  that  it  would  advantageously  replace  the  worthless- 
kind  now  found  in  the  drug  trade. — Pharm.  Journ,^  -^ug.  9,  1873. 


THE  COLLECTION  OF  GUM  SENEGAL  IN  SENEGAMBIA.§ 
By  Dr.   Bera.mjkr  Fkraud. 

Since  the  discovery  of  Senegamhia,  the  gum  of  the  country  has- 
been  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  exchange  between  Europeans 
and  the  indigenous  blacks,  and  the  traffic  has  been  so  extensive  and 
important  that  even  the  policy  of  the  country  has  sometimes  been 
subordinated  to  it.  Senegal  gum  is  yielded  by  several  trees  of  the- 
same  genus  {Acacia  arabica^  A.  Segal,  A.  Verek,  A.  Adansonii),. 
and  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  all  the  species  are  yet  known.  These 
gum    trees,  which  grow  in  the   Sahara  regions,  are  cultivated  by  the 

*  Flist.  des  drng  ,  ed.  4,  iii.  (18r)0)  67L 
t  Pharm.  Waarenkunde,  ii.  (1830-34)  tab.  U,  fig.  1,  b  c. 
X  American  Journal  of  Pharmaci/,  March  1,  1872,  107. 

2  L' Union  Pharmaceutujue  [Ihdletin),  i,  67,  from  a  memoir  on  the  natural 
products  of  Senegainbia,  published  in  the  Afoniteur  Official  de  Senegal. 
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Moors  and  some  black  tribes,  wlio  carry  the  product  to  the  various 
markets  scattered  along  the  banks  of  the  Senegal.  The  trees  alsa 
grow  spontaneously  in  many  parts  of  Senegambia,  especially  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Senegal  ;  it  is  there  that  the  forests  of  gum  trees 
occur,  if  such  a  terra  can  be  applied  to  the  very  thinly  sown  agglom- 
erations of  these  trees. 

The  forests  of  gum  trees  from  which  the  products  are  sent  into 
Senegambia  are  throe  in  number  : — (1)  that  of  Alfatak,  or  Afatac,^ 
which  is  situated  about  fifteen  leagues  from  the  river,  opposite  Podor, 
and  extends  to  Lake  C.iyar,  occupying  a  large  portion  of  the  country 
of  the  Brakna;  (2)  that  of  Liebar,  or  El  Ebiar  (•'  the  wells"),  situ- 
ated thirty  or  forty  leagues  from  the  river,  in  the  country  of  the 
Darmancour  Moors,  and  containing  many  small  red  gum  trees  {A. 
nilotica) ;  (3)  that  of  Sahel,  in  the  territory  of  the  Tararza  Moors, 
the  product  of  which  is  carried  to  Gahd.  The  latter  forest  consists 
exclusively  of  white  gum  trees,  and  it  is  the  gum  from  these  trees 
which  is  carried  to  Portendick  to  supply  the  d.^mands  of  English 
trstdcrs. 

The  following  details  are  given  on  the  authority  of  M.  Carriere. 
A  gum  forest  is  looked  upon  as  a  sacred  place,  where  no  stranger 
dares  break  off  a  branch  or  carry  away  the  gum,  under  pain  of  celes- 
tial in  addition  to  terrestrial  punishments.  Each  of  the  members  of 
a  tribe  which  possesses  a  gum  forest  has  the  right  to  collect  gum  in 
it,  and  his  siiure  depends  upon  his  activity,  he  having  a  right  to  that 
only  which  is  collected  by  himself  or  by  his  slaves.  The  first  collec- 
tion of  gum  commences  in  October,  at  which  time  those  of  the  tribe 
who  intend  collecting  the  gum  establish  themselves  in  huts  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  forest,  and  within  reach  of  the  wells.  The  collec- 
tion of  gum  is  very  laborious,  for  the  forest  abounds  in  climbing  and 
prickly  plants,  so  that  the  trees  are  not  gained  without  infinite  trou- 
ble and  numerous  punctures  and  excoriations  ;  but  the  appetite  for 
gain  overcomes  all  obstacles.  The  master  is  stimulated  by  the  wants- 
of  his  family  and  by  pride,  the  slave  is  driven  by  hunger  and  the 
fear  of  beatings  ;  thus  all  labor  with  sustained  ardor,  and  little  by 
little  the  gum  is  collected. 

For  the  removal  of  the  gum  from  the  branches  of  the  acacia  whence 
it  exudes,  the  Moors  arm  themselves  with  long  sticks  crooked  at  the 
end,  by  the  aid  of  which  they  remove  the  tears  of  gum,  which  col- 
lect in  balls  of  varying  size.     When  the  work  to  be  done  lies  withitt 
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80  small  a  compass  that  in  the  middle  of  the  day  the  collectors  can 
return  to  the  wells  without  too  much  loss  of  time,  they  carry  only  a 
small  big  made  of  skin,  into  which  the  balls  of  gum  are  placed.  But 
if  the  outskirts  of  the  forest  have  been  explored,  and  it  be  necessary 
that  the  collectors  penetrate  further  into  the  interior,  another  bag 
containing  a  small  provision  of  water  is  also  taken.  But  the  master 
never  allows  the  slave  to  carry  any  food  with  him,  stimulating  him 
to  greater  exertions  by  the  promise,  too  often  broken,  of  a  good  feast 
on  his  return.  Should  the  unfortunate  captive  not  have  gathered 
the  prescribed  quantity  by  the  evening,  and,  exhausted  by  hunger 
and  the  burning  heat,  dare  to  eat  any  of  the  gum  he  has  CDllected, 
he  is  mercilessly  beaten.  The  first  collection  of  gum  finishes  in  De- 
cember ;  a  second  is  made  in  March.  The  latter  is  more  abundant 
in  proportion  as  the  winds  have  been  stronger  and  more  prolonged 
during  the  year;  that  is  to  say,  the  branches  previously  distended  by 
the  humidity  of  the  rains  have  become  more  thoroughly  dried,  and 
crack  more  deeply  and  in  a  greater  number  of  places.  The  trading 
in  the  gum  is  effected  in  the  months  of  January  and  March  ;  the 
tribe  abandoning  the  forest  as  soon  as  the  collection  is  finished,  and 
resorting  to  the  market.  In  disposing  of  the  gum  the  Moor  shows  a 
considerable  amount  of  avarice,  selling  it  in  small  portions  at  a  time, 
and  going  from  ship  to  ship  on  the  chance  of  obtaining  a  better  price. 

In  the  time  of  Adanson,  about  1760,  the  quantity  of  gum  exported 
from  Senegal  was  nearly  30,000  quintals,  or  900,000  kilograms;  in 
1827,  a  very  bad  year  for  collection,  the  exportation  amounted  only 
to  613,.500  kilograms.  But  since  the  Moors  have  taken  more  pre- 
cautions for  preserving  the  forests  from  fire  the  production  of  gum 
has  greatly  augmented,  and  in  1868,  2,763,618  kilograms  were  ex- 
ported from  Senegal.  In  fact,  the  amount  of  3,000,000  kilograms 
has  frequently  been  surpassed. 

Probably  it  would  be  possible,  with  the  aid  of  the  blacks,  to  create 
plantations  of  gum  trees  in  the  vast  extent  of  country  which  forms 
the  centre  of  the  Scnegambian  triangle.  Such  a  result  would  have 
a  direct  effect  on  the  amount  of  production,  and  would  tend  to  pre- 
vent the  sudden  and  unexpected  rises  in  the  price  of  gum  which  every 
now  and  then  occur. 

The  vercck  [A.  Verek)  produces  a  hard,  black-veined  wood,  which 
could  be  used  for  ebony  work  ;  it  is  especially  a  gum-yielding  tree, 
and  abounds  in  Senegambia. — Pharm.  Journ.  and  Trans..,  Aug.  30, 
1873. 
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CAMPHOR. 

Perhaps  the  most  common  and  popular  medicinal  agent  for  house- 
hold use  is  camphor,  a  drug  which  has  been  regarded  as  a  cure  all  by 
mothers,  grandmothers  and  groat-grandmothers  down  through  many 
generations.  The  "  camphor-bottle,''  holding  a  solution  of  the  agent 
in  rum  or  dilute  alcohol,  is  found  upon  a  shelf  in  almost  every  dwell- 
ing; and  if  among  the  younger  or  older  members  of  the  family  an 
ankle  is  turned,  or  a  limb  bruised,  or  there  is  head-ache,  or  tooth-ache, 
or  ear-ache,  or  belly-ache,  down  comes  the  camphor-bottle,  and  the 
suffering  member  is  well  dosed.  Camphor  is  a  powerful  agent,  and 
in  moderate  doses  is  capable  of  doing  much  mischief.  It  is  a  matter 
of  wonder  that  so  few  instances  of  injury  result,  considering  its  wide 
spread,  empirical  employment. 

Camphor  is  brought  to  this  country  in  a  crude  or  impure  state,  and 
here  it  is  subjected  to  the  process  of  distillation  to  render  it  fit  for 
employment.  There  are  several  important  refineries  in  the  country. 
A  correspondent  of  The  People  presents  the  following  interesting 
facts  regarding  camphor  and  this  refinery  : 

The  camphor  of  commerce  comes  from  Formosa,  Sumatra,  Borneo, 
Japan  and  China.  It  is  obtained  in  crystalline  masses  already  formed, 
and  also  in  grains  by  distillation.  The  tree  which  produces  the  for- 
mer kind  is  a  near  relative  of  our  basswood,  which  we  know  as  a 
charming  tree,  perfuming  the  air  and  yielding  the  finest  honey  in  the 
world.  It  grows  on  the  Diri  Mountains  in  Sumatra,  and  in  Borneo. 
It  towers  upward  more  than  a  hundred  feet,  and  has  been  known  to 
attain  a  girth  of  fifty  feet.  The  spirited  persuasion  of  the  axe  draws 
from  this  forest  monster  the  white  treasures  secreted  in  the  longitu- 
dinal fissures  in  its  heart  wood,  sometimes,  though  rarely,  in  a  layer 
as  large  as  a  man's  arm,  but  more  frequently  in  small  fragments  to 
be  carefully  extracted  by  some  sharp  pointed  instrument.  It  is  not 
an  abundant  bearer.  Twenty  pounds  is  a  rare  yield  for  a  great  tree ; 
ten  pounds  is  a  good  harvest  from  one  of  medium  size,  and  many  are 
felled  and  split  that  furnish  no  camphor.  This,  however,  is  not  an 
entire  waste,  since  the  wood  is  easily  worked  and  is  never  attacked 
by  the  voracious  myriads  of  Eastern  insects  which  destroy  all  other 
varieties  except  the  teak  and  calambuco.  House  and  ship  timber  are 
made  from  it,  besides  many  articles  of  furniture,  and  the  aromatic 
trunk  is  extremely  valuable  to  the  housekeepers  of  our  colder  climate. 
This  kind  of  camphor   seldom  finds   its  way  to  Europe  and  America. 


160  Use  of  Nut  Oil  in  Pharmacy,  etc.      { ^"bf."^ i^g^a"^ 

The  Chinese  ascribe  to  it  marvellous  iiKiJicinal  properties,  and  pay 
for  it  enormous  sums,  thereby  securiii«i  the  entiie  yield. 

Common  camphor  is  obtained  by  dii>tillation  from  the  root,  stem, 
and  leaves  of  certain  species  of  lauracece,  but  more  especially  from  the^ 
hums  caniphora.  Of  this,  also,  there  are  two  varieties.  The  Chi- 
nese or  Formosa  camphor  is  carried  in  junks  to  Canton  and  there- 
packed  in  square  chests  lined  with  lead,  whence  it  is  sent  to  the  dif- 
ferent Eastern  ports,  where  we  procure  it.  It  is  of  a  grayish  color,, 
with  a  grain  like  sugar,  and  usually  unattractive  in  appearance.  The 
Dutch  or  Japan  camphor  is  prepared  in  Batavia,  is  packed  in  tubs- 
securely  matted,  is  pinkish  in  hue,  and  coarser  than  the  Chinese^ 
Both  kinds  need  purification  before  using. 

Camphor  is  slightly  soluble  in  water,  but  yields  freely  to  alcohol^ 
acetic  acid,  ether,  and  the  essential  oils.  A  pretty  experiment  may 
be  tried  with  it,  which  the  young  people  ^\ill  find  amusing.  Scatter 
a  few  pieces  of  clean  caraplior  upon  pure  water,  and  they  whirl  and; 
sail  about,  keeping  up  the  dance  sometimes  for  hours.  Drop  among 
them  some  greasy  matter  and  the  merry  little  performers  will  stop  on 
the  instant. — Scientific  American,  Aug.  30,  1873. 


THE  USE  OF  NUT  OIL  IN  PHARMACY,  AND  ESPECIALLY  IN: 
THE  PREPARATION  OF  UNGUENTUM  HYDRARGYRI  Nl~ 
TRATIS  - 

Bv  M.  Famkkes. 

In  a  brief  review  of  former  formuhc  for  the  preparation  of  citrine 
ointment,  the  author  calls  attention  to  the  large  increase  which  has. 
taken  place  in  the  relative  proportion  of  the  nitric  acid  to  the  mer- 
cury. The  proportions  indicated  by  Baume,  in  1785,  were  nitric  acid: 
128  parts,  mercury  90  parts,  lard  1000  parts.  The  mercury  has  been, 
gradually  decreased  until,  in  the  Codex  for  1800,  where  equal  parts 
(oOO)  of  olive  oil  and  lard  are  ordered,  the  nitric  acid  is  109  parts,, 
and  the  mercury  50.  Thus  the  proportions  which  originally  were  4 
of  nitric  acid  (sp,  gr.  1-28)  and  mercury  3,  have  become  nitric  acid 
(sp.  gr.  1-42)  2,  and  mercury  l.f  Without  blaming  the  progressive 
diminution  of  the  metal,  since  even  with  this  reduction  the  medica- 

*"Bull.  des  Travanx  de  la  Socicte  de  Phannacie  de  Bordeaux,"  vol.  xi»i» 
1 6.'). 

t  In  the  B.  I^.,  where  m  re  olive  oil  is  used,  the  proportions  are,  nitric  acitll 
3,  mercury  I. 
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^nent  etill  remains  very  powerful,  the  author  objects  to  the  great  ex- 
<;ess  of  acid.  Suggestions  have  been  made  to  remove  the  excess  of 
Acid  by  washing  the  ointment  with  a  large  quantity  of  water,  and 
then  adding  an  equal  weight  of  almond  oil.  but  have  been  rejected  in 
consequence  of  the  length  and  difficulty  of  the  operation,  and  it  be- 
ing far  from  certain  that  the  whole  of  the  acid  excess  would  be  thus 
Temoved. 

The  author  having  had  occasion  to  make  a  comparative  investiga- 
tion of  pure  olive  oil  and  the  oil  of  the  ground  nut  (Arachis  hypogoea)^ 
found  that  the  arachis  oil  possesses  a  great  aptitude  for  the  nitric 
•solidification.  Hence  he  conceived  the  idea  of  suppressing  entirely 
the  lard  in  the  preparation  of  nitrate  of  mercury  ointment.  The 
product  so  obtained  seemed  to  present  such  marked  advantages  as  to 
anduce  him  to  make  known  the  process: 

Mercury,      .  .  .  .  .5  parts. 

Nitric  Acid  (sp.  gr.  1-42),     .  .  .     10      " 

Nut  Oil,       .  .  .  .  .  100      " 

Dissolve  without  heat  the  mercury  in  the  acid;  pour  the  mercurial 
solution  into  the  oil,  agitating  from  time  to  time  with  a  glass  or  earth- 
enware spatula.  After  two  or  three  hours,  according  to  the  quantity 
■operated  upon,  and  at  a  temperature  of  about  20°  C,  the  mixture 
begins  to  take  a  milky  consistence,  which  la^ts  for  about  an  hour, 
then  thickens  to  that  of  a  soft  butter.  This  latter  stage  lasts  at  least 
two  hours,  during  any  portion  of  which  time  the  ointment  may  be 
poared  out.  The  mass  spreads  with  perfect  regularity  in  a  pa])er 
mould  ;  the  thickness  of  the  layer  is  uniform,  and  there  is  no  separa- 
tion between  the  oily  and  mercurial  elements,  showing  that  the  com- 
bination is  complete.  The  product  does  not  set  so  rapidly  as  the  offi- 
cial one;  at  the  end  of  ten  or  twelve  hours  it  is  easily  divided  by  a 
•wooden  knife,  but  this  is  more  conveniently  done  after  it  has  stood 
for  twenty-four  iiours  ;  its  consistence  is  then  similar  to  that  of  cacao 
butter  in  the  summer.  Two  or  three  days  afterwards  it  appears  to 
attain  its  maximum  of  firmness,  and  some  has  been  kept  upwards  of 
two  months  without  showing  any  appreciable  difference  in  its  consist- 
ence. Compared  with  the  Codex  preparation,  the  author  considers 
that  the  ointment  made  with  nut  oil  has  greater  cohesion,  is  not  fria- 
ble, and  appears  much  better  adapted  for  friction,  as  it  melts  and 
spreads  upon  the  skin  with  greater  facility. 
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M.  Fal-^res  is  of  opinion  that  no  serious  exception  could  be  taken 
to  the  change  of  fat  excipient  which  lie  proposes.  The  progress 
attained  in  the  manufacture  of  arachis  oil  has  provided  a  white,  bland, 
tasteless  article,  which  is,  commercially  speaking,  neutral.  Perfum- 
ers, who  are  not,  like  pharmacists,  bound  by  a  formal  code,  make 
large  use  of  the  ground  nut  oil  in  the  manufacture  of  pomades,  cold 
cream,  etc.  A  perfect  type  of  a  non-drying  oil,  it  absorbs  relatively 
email  quantities  of  porfuine  ;  it  requires  the  least  wax,  spermaceti,  or 
Btearine  for  its  solidification,  and  finally  may  be  kept  almost  indefi- 
nitely without  turning  rancid.  The  author  promises  at  some  future 
time  to  show  in  detail  the  advantages  that  may  bo  obtained  from  the 
use  of  nut  oil  in  a  large  number  of  pharmaceutical  preparations. — 
Pharm.  Journ.  [Lond.),  June  28,  1873. 


NOTE  ON  TUB  EXHIBITION  OF  RESIN  OF  COPAIBA. 

By  a.  W.  Gerhard, 
Dispenser,  and  Teacher  of  Pharmacy,  Umvcrsity  College  Hospital. 
The  above  resin  has  been  recently  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the 
medical  profession  by   Dr.   Samuel  Wilks  as  possessing  therapeutic 
advantages  over   the   balsam,  and  likewise  as  being  more  agreeable 
for  the  patient  to  take.     In  a  letter  to  the  Lancet  of  June  the  21st^ 
Dr.  Wilks,  in  reply  to  numerous  inquiries  that  had  been  made  as  to 
the  best  method  of  dispensing  it,  gave  the   following  formula,  which 
had  been  recommended  by  me,   and  was  used   in   the   dispensary  of 
Guy's  Hospital : 
Take  of— 

Kesin  of  Copaiba,    ....  180  grains. 

Kectified  Spirit,  ....  .5  drachms. 

Spiiit  of  Chloroform,        ...  1  " 

Mucilage  of  Acacia,     ....         2  ounces. 

Water  to 12        " 

Mix  according  to  art. 

These  ingredients,  when  mixed  in  their  proper  order,  form  a  mix- 
ture which,  althougli  it  contains  the  resin  in  a  fine  state  of  division, 
I  did  not  consider  altogether  satisfactory,  as  after  standing  a  day  or 
two  the  resin  collects  at  the  bottom  of  the  bottle,  form i rig  a  serai- 
compact  mass  which  is  shaken  apart  with  diflSculty.  With  the  view 
of  overcoming  this  objection,  1  made  experiments  with  various  other 
substances  and  obtained  the  best  result  in  the  foliowinfi : 
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Take  of— 

Resin  of  Copaiba,      •  .         .         .         .         15  grains. 

Compound  Powder  of  Almonds,         .         .     30      " 
"Water  to     .....  .  1  ounce. 

Rub  the  resin  with  the  powder  until  well  incorporated,  then  add  the 
water  after  the  manner  of  forming  an  emulsion* 

This  forms  a  cream-colored  emulsion  of  a  satisfactory  character, 
having  but  a  faint  odor  of  copaiba.  This  may  be  removed  by  the 
the  addition  of  compound  tincture  of  lavender,  which  at  the  same 
time  impirts  an  agreeable  pink  tinge. 

The  emulsifying  power  of  the  powder  of  almonds  is  undoubtedly 
due  principally  to  the  fixed  oil  it  contains,  which  acts  as  a  solvent  of 
the  resin  ;  the  action  is  also  assisted  by  the  gum  and  sugar.  For 
the  use  of  hospital  dispensers  and  others  who  may  have  frequent 
occasion  to  dispense  it,  it  may  be  kept  in  a  concentrated  form,  1  =4. 
— Pharm.  Journ.  and  Trans.,  July  26,  1873. 


ON  THE  PRESENCK  OF  CYANOGEN  IN  BROMINE. 

By  T.  L.  Phipso.n,  Ph.D.,  F.C  S.,  &c. 

I  have  lately  discovered  in  bromine  issued  as  pure  for  pharmaceu- 
tical use,  a  notable  amount  of  cyanogen.  Ifc  has  been  known  for 
many  years  (and  I  have  myself  alluded  to  it  in  another  place)  that 
during  the  manufacture  of  iodine  a  certain  quantity  of  that  most 
beautiful,  but  dangerous,  compound,  iodide  of  cyanogen,  sometimes 
finds  its  way  into  one  of  the  glass  condensers;  and  it  would  appear, 
from  the  experiments  to  which  I  now  allude,  that  a  similar  compound 
with  bromine  may  occur  in  this  liquid  element — a  rnore  serious  case 
than  the  other,  since  it  is  dissolved  and  masked  in  the  liquid. 

The  presence  of  cyanogen  in  bromine  may  be  detected  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner: — Take  an  equal  weight  of  iron-filings  (say  i  oz.)  to 
that  of  the  bromine,  and  add  to  the  iron-filings  four  or  five  times 
their  weight  of  water  ;  mix  in  the  bromine  very  gradually,  and  stir 
all  the  time,  filter  rapidly  while  warm  from  the  reaction,  place  the 
filtered  liquid  in  a  partially  closed  bottle,  and  in  the  course  of  some 
hours  a  deposit  of  ferricyanide  of  iron  (Berlin  blue)  will  have  formed, 
and  miy  be  collected  on  a  filter.  In  the  course  of  two  days  (with 
the  above  quantity)  the  whole  of  the  cyanogen  is  thus  eliminated. 

In  the  samples  of  bromine  hitherto  examined,  I  estimate  there  has- 
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been  from  0-5  to  1  per  cent,  of  cyanogen  in  round  numbers,  and  I 
am  ratlier  inclined  to  believe  that  this  substance  is  often  present  in 
commert-ial  bromine.  If  perfectly  pure  bromine  be  used,  the  same 
reaction  would  enable  us  to  detect  cyanogen  in  steel. — Chem.  News, 
Lond.,  Aug.  i,  1873. 


ANALYSIS    OF  A  CURE    FOR  THE    HABITUAL  USE  OF  OPIUM 

AND  MORPHIA. 

By  E.  S.  Way.ne. 

Numerous  advertisements  from  time  to  time  have  of  late  appeared 
of  cures  for  the  habitual  use  and  abuse  of  opium  and  mnrphii,  St-v- 
eral  of  these  have  come  undt-r  tho  notice  of  the  writer,  and  the  reme- 
dies found  to  be  in  general  as  bad,  if  not  worse,  than  the  habit  itself. 

The  last  that  has  been  brought  to  me  for  anuly.sis  is  the  extract  of 
jPicus  porteana,  so  called,  and  must  say,  to  me  an  unknown  medicinal 
aorent,  and  to  be  found  only  in  the  fertile  imagination  of  the  pro- 
prietor. 

The  bottle  handed  to  me  had  upon  it  the  following  label  and  direc- 
tions : 


Bottle  No.  1.  EXT.  PICUS  PORTEANA. 


Take  a  Teaspoonful  3  or  4  Times  a  Day. 


Prescribed    by   Dr.    J.    C.   BECK, 

No.  112  John   Street,  near  P'ourth. 

Ledger,  1873.  CINCINNATI,  0.  Page  178. 


Yon  will  use  the  Bottlea  as  they  are  numbered,  using  all 
of  No.  1  before  opening  No.  2,  and  using  all  of  No.  2  before 
opening  No.  3,  and  so  on.  Be  careful  to  follow  the  direc- 
tions, and  never  taking  more  than  ordered,  but  you  take  less 
if  you  can  do  so  and  feel  well. 

Analysis  of  the  above  extract  of  Picus  porteana  shows  that  it  is 
merely  a  strong  tincture  of  opium,  slightly  disguised  in  taste  and 
odor  by  some  other  substance;  and  that  it  contains  88  grains  of 
pure  morphia  in  the  fluid  ounce — equal  to  about  11  7  grains  of  sul- 
phate of  morphia,  and  about  double  the  strength  of  tincture  of  opium 
of  the  U.  S.  P. 

Comment  is  unnecessary. — iJincinnati  Lancet  and  Obs'r,  1873. 
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THE   MEANS  OP  DETECTING   AND   ESTIMATING   BROMIDE  IN 
IODIDE  OF   POTASSIUM.* 

By   Alfred  E.  Tanner. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  the  above  subject  would  be  well  worthy  at- 
tention at  the  present  time,  for  not  only  are  the  processes  for  detect- 
ing and  estimating  bromide  in  iodide  few  and  imperfect,  but  it  also 
seems  to  me  a  very  probable  adulterant,  inasmuch  as  there  is  a  great 
difl'erence  in  price  between  these  two  salts,  and  the  difficulties  attend- 
ing the  detection  of  bromide  when  mixed  with  iodide  are  considerable. 

CI,  Br,  and  I,  so  resemble  one  another  in  their  chemical  characters 
and  reactions  that  it  bocouu  s  a  difficulty  by  no  means  easily  sur- 
mounted to  distinguish  them  when  in  tlie  presence  of  one  another, 
and  this  is  especially  the  case  with  the  two  latter,  and  as  a  sample  of 
Ivl  may  contain  75  or  more  per  cent,  of  KBr  and  yet  be  indis- 
tmguishable  from  the  pure  article  when  tried  by  the  pharmacopoeia 
tesis,  it  needs  little  further  to  point  out  the  desirability  of  investi- 
gating this  subject;  and  before  1  go  further,  I  must  confess  that  1 
fear  1  have  accomplished  little  towards  doing  away  with  the  difficul- 
ties. What  we  require  is  a  test  presenting  no  great  difficulties  of 
application  by  the  ordinary  pharmacist,  and  one  which  shall  indicate 
with  a  fair  degree  of  accuracy  the  object  sought  to  be  attained.  Of 
course  it  is  well  known  to  chemists  that  PdClg,  when  added  to  a  neu- 
tral solution  of  an  iodide  containing  bromide,  will  remove  the  whole 
of  the  1  without  afiecting  the  Br,  but  PdClj  is  a  rare  and  most  expen- 
sive reagent  to  use,  and  would  scarcely  pay  the  pharmacist  who  ex- 
amines usually  but  small  parcels  of  iodide  at  a  time.  This,  although 
1  believe  to  be  the  most  accurate,  we  must  consider  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. Recent  chemical  works  tell  us  that  a  mixture  of  FeSO^,  two 
parts,  and  CuSU^,  one  part,  added  to  a  neutral  solution  of  an  iodide, 
in  the  pre&ence  of  bromide  and  chloride,  and  the  mixture  neutralized 
with  iSHg,  will  remove  the  whole  of  the  1  without  attecting  the  Br  or 
(Jl.  in  my  hands,  at  least,  the  practice  of  this  process  has  been  at- 
tended with  only  partial  success,  for  1  have  found  it  impossible  to 
remove  the  lohole  of  the  1 ;  the  difficulty  therefore  rt;mains  as  great 
as  ever ;  it  is  probable,  however,  that  further  experiments  with  this 
test  may  yet  prove  it  adequate  to  the  purpose.  I  rather  suspect  the 
CU2I2  to  be  slightly  soluule  in  the  solution  from  which  it  is  precipi- 
tated ;  we  must  therefore  seek  some  salt  to  add  to  the  mixture  to 
prevent  this.     The  following  is  the  reaction  stated  to  occur  : — 

*  Paper  read  before  the  Liverpool  Chemists'  Associatiou,  May  8th,  1873. 
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2  KI+2  CuS0,+2  FoSO,=CuJ,+  K,SO,4-Fo,3SO,. 

A  test  proposed  by  Van  Mdckebeke  [Journ.  Ph<trm.  d'Ativers^ 
xxviii,  49,  1872)  seemed  to  promise  well,  and  from  it.«  great  aimplicity 
would  have  been  a  valuable  <»ne  if  successful.  It  depended  on  the 
fact  that  n  saturated  solution  of  one  salt  is  capable  of  dissolving  ap- 
preciable quantities  of  another  salt.  A  saturated  solution  of  KBr 
was  therefore  used,  and  to  this  the  sample  of  KI,  in  powder,  was 
added  in  small  quantities  at  a  time,  when,  if  pure,  it  dissolved  readily, 
but  if  KBr  were  present,  the  liquid  being  already  saturated  with  this 
salt,  it  would  remain  undissolved.  Repeated  trials  with  this  test  have 
proved  to  me  that  it  is  quite  useless.  The  author  recommends  you 
to  take  10  c.c.  of  the  saturated  KBr  solution,  and  to  add  to  this  10 
drops  of  distilled  water;  1  gram  of  the  suspected  salt,  in  powder,  is 
then  added,  small  portions  at  a  time,  which,  if  the  iodide  be  pure, 
should  at  once  dissolve  ;  but  10  drops  of  distilled  water  is  quite  suf- 
ficient to  dissolve  5  or  more  grains  of  KBr,  and  if  no  water  be  added, 
some  KBr  is  very  liable  to  be  thrown  out  of  solution  by  the  shaking 
necessary.  The  next  test  I  tried  was  one  by  M.  Personne,  published 
in  the  Journal  de  Pharmacie.  It  depends  on  the  property  possessed 
by  IlgClj  of  precipitating  a  solution  of  iodide  but  not  one  of  bromide, 
bromide  of  mcrcurv  being  soluble.  It  is  necessary  to  the  success  of 
this  test  that  the  iodide  be  free  from  KIO3,  KCl,  and  KXO,. 

I  may  mention  here  that  KIO3  is  much  more  frequently  present 
than  is  generally  supposed,  and  traces  of  it  may  generally  1  e  d  -tected 
in  the  best  samples  of  iodide,  and  as  this  salt  (KIO3)  is  stated  on 
pretty  good  authority  to  be  of  a  poisonous  nature,  it  behoves  us  to 
be  on  our  guard  against  it ;  it  is  fortunately  easy  to  df  tect  by  ailding 
a  little  starch  solution  to  the  iodide  to  be  tested,  and  then  adding  a 
small  quantity  of  tartaric  acid  ;  a  blue  color  is  developed  more  or  less 
rapidly,  by  the  liberated  iodide  acting  on  the  starch,  if  the  KI  con- 
tain KIO3,  thus  : — 

oKI^-KIOj+H^CJI.Oe^K.CJI.Og+SHI+HIOj 
and 

5  Ill-f  IllOa^l^+SII^O. 
1  gram  HgCl2  is  dissolved  to  20  c.c.  with  distilled  water,  of  this  solli* 
tion  16  c.c.  is  capable  of  removing    the  whole   of  the  I   from  1   gram 
KI.      If  therefori'  the  KI   be  mixed  with  KBr  a   proportionably  less 
quantity  of  the  mercuric  solution  will  be  required. 

it  is  a  somewhat  curious  fact,  and  one  which  I  have  nowhere  seen, 
ri'corded,   that  when   exactly  half  the    mercuric   solution    is   added   a. 


An.  Jou't.  Ph4rm.  , 
Oct.  1,  1S73. 
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permanent  precipitate  begins  to  form,  and  I  consider  it  highly  prob- 
able that  the  reaction  whicli  takes  pbice  is  analogous  to  that  which 
occurs  in  testing  IICN  by  what  is  termed  Liebig's  process,  in  wjiich 
a  volmnetric  solution  of  AgNOj  is  added  to  a  weighed  quantity  of 
liCN;  and  when  exattly  one-half  the  cyanogen  is  displaced,  and 
pernunent  precipitate  of  AgCN  commences  to  form,  a  soluble  double 
Kali,  is  first  formed  and  shown  by  the  precipitate  dissolving  as  fast  aa 
it  appears  until  exactly  half  the  solution  has  been  used  ;  the  HON  is 
first  made  slightly  alkaline  with  NallO 

AgN03+2  NaCN=AgCN,NaCN+NaN03 
and 

AgCN,  NaCN+AgN03=2  AgCN+NaNOj 
and  similarly  with  KI  and  Ilg  Clj 

ngCI,+4  KI-(Kl),lIgl3+2KCl 
and 

(KI),IIgJ,+IIgCI,-2  IIgT,+2  KCl. 

I  prefer  to  make  the  formation  of  a  permanent  precipitate  as  the 
finishing  point  of  the  proc(  ss  ;  it  is  much  more  sharply  defined  than 
the  point  at  which  the  precipitate  ceases  to  form.  Should  it  be  pre- 
ferred, however,  to  make  use  of  this  latter  (and  it  is  useful  as  a  check 
on  the  first  part  of  the  process)  the  best  way  is  to  take  a  glass  tube 
open  at  both  ends,  about  15  cm.  in  length  and  5  mm.  diameter,  and 
to  tie  over  one  end  a  small  piece  of  filtering  paper;  on  moistening 
this  and  depressing  the  tube  into  the  iodide  solution,  a  few  drops  may 
be  filtered  off  and  transferred  (by  inverting  the  tube)  to  a  porcelain 
slab  and  small  test  glass,  and  a  drop  of  the  mercuric  solution  added; 
it  will  then  be  instantly  apparent  whether  the  reaction  is  complete  or 
not 

I  append  the  result  of  my  experiments  with  KI  containing  quan- 
tities of  KBr. 


Percentage  of  KBr  in  1  gm  KI. 

Precip.  commen 

ced. 

Precip.  ceased. 

0 

8-0  c.c. 

16  0  c.c. 

5 

7  ()  c.c. 

158  c.c. 

10 

7-3  c.c. 

14  6  c.c. 

15 

6-8  c.c. 

18  6  c.c. 

20 

64  c.c. 

12-8  c.c. 

25 

6  0  c.c. 

11-9  c.c 

30 

5-7  c.c. 

11-8  c.c. 
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1  gram  KI=81  grain  HgClj. 
In  conclu>inn.  I  would  strongly  recommend  pharmacists  to  practice 
these  volumetric  processes,  for  they  afford  easy  means  of  determining 
purity  in  many  cases  in  a  few  minutes  where  the  ordinary  processes 
take  as  many  hours. — Pharm.  Journ.  and  Trans.,  Lond.  June  28, 
1873.  

SNAKE    POISONS. 

Twenty  thousand  people,  it  is  stated,  yearly  die,  in  Ilindostan 
alone,  from  the  effects  of  the  bites  of  venomous  serpents.  It  is  a 
strange  fact  that  this  poison,  so  deadly  and  virulent  in  its  effects,  may 
be  swallowed  with  impunity.  Its  action  seems  to  be  the  complete 
panilyzation  of  the  nervous  centres  through  the  medium  of  the  blood, 
in  which  it  spreads  through  the  body  with  lightning  rapidity.  Ap- 
plied to  the  mucous  membrane  it  causes  violent  local  inflammation  ; 
and  absorption  quickly  taking  place,  the  symptoms  of  general  poi- 
soning are  soon  apparent.  The  effects  of  the  venom  depend,  first 
upon  the  nature  of  the  snake,  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  poison 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  the  bite  is  given  ;  second,  on  the 
species,  size  and  vigor  of  the  living  crea'"ure  receiving  the  wound. 

M.  Fayrer^  professor  in  the  Medical  College  of  Calcutta,  has  re- 
cently published  a  work  on  the  serpents  of  India,  in  which,  refer- 
ring to  the  action  of  the  virus  upon  the  blood,  he  says  that,  though 
he  has  been  unable  to  detect  any  change  in  the  appearance  of  the 
corpuscles,  yet  there  is  no  question  but  that  some  alteration  takes 
place.  In  inferior  animals  the  bites  of  vipers  destroy  in  the  blood 
the  coagulating  faculty,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  by  the  venom  of 
colubrines,  coagulation  after  death  is  not  interrupted.  Again,  when 
inoculated  by  the  poisoii  of  the  cobra,  the  blood  imme<liately  coagu- 
lates, but  remains  liquid  if  the  bite  be  given  by  the  daboia.  Experi- 
ments made  in  this  country  with  the  rattlesnake  show  that  the  effects 
of  its  venom  upon  the  human  blood  are  quite  apparent.  Dr.  Burnett, 
in  a  paper  read  some  time  ago  before  the  Boston  Natural  History 
Society,  gives  an  account  of  a  microscopical  examinaticMi,  during 
which  the  smallest  quantity  of  poison,  taken  from  the  fangs  of  a 
large  rattlesnake,  was  jnesented  to  blood  freshly  drawn  from  the 
finger.  A  change  was  immediately  perceived ;  the  corpu>icles  ceased 
to  run  and  pile  together,  and  remained  stagnant,  without  any  special 
alteration  of  structure,  and  the  whole  appearance  was  as  though  the 
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vitality  (»f  the  blood  liad  been  suddenly  destroy od,  exactly  as  in 
death  from  lightning.  This  agrees,  also,  with  another  experiment, 
performed  on  a  fowl,  where  the  whole  mass  of  the  blood  appeared 
quite  liquid,  having  little  coagulable  power. 

Analyses  of  cobra  poison  have  lately  been  made  by  Mr.  Henry 
Armstrong,  of  London.  The  matter,  extracted  from  full-grown 
serpents,  was  forwarded  from  India  in  small  vials,  and  appeared  to 
be  a  brownish,  syrupy  liquid  ;  from  which,  when  the  vessels  were  un- 
corked, a  quantity  of  gas  escaped.  Examinations  were  matle,  first, 
of  the  crude  substance,  second,  of  the  precipitate  caused  by  the  ad- 
dition of  alcohol,  and  finally  of  the  residue  obtained  by  evaporating 
the  filtered  spirits,  with  the  following  results  :  The  raw  poison  evapo- 
rated with  sulphuric  acid  in  vacuo  deposited  a  friable  mass  which 
contained  43-55  per  cent,  carbon  and  13"43  per  cent,  nitrogen.  The 
white  precipitate  dried  with  sulphuric  acid,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, appeared  as  a  pale  brown  substance,  easily  pulverized,  and 
leaving,  after  incineration,  a  light  mineral  residuum.  It  contained 
45'3  per  cent,  carbon  and  14-7  per  cent,  nitrogen,  and  also  2-5  per 
cent,  of  sulphur  was  determined.  The  alcoholic  solution,  similarly 
evaporated,  left  a  light  brown  friable  mass,  composed  of  43-04  per 
cent,  carbon,  12-45  per  cent,  nitrogen,  and  7  per  cent,  hydrogen. 
It  was  found  impossible  to  crystallize  the  poisonous  substance,  neither 
water,  alcohol,  etlier.  bisulphide  of  carbon,  or  any  other  dissolvent 
employed  leavitig  the  slightest  trace  of  crystals  after  evaporation. 
Nitric  acid  and  alcohol  determined  a  coagulum ;  heat  produce  d  the 
same  eiFect.  The  salts  of  copper  and  potash  caused  the  violet  color 
characteristic  of  the  presence  of  albuminoid  matter. 

The  liquor,  it  appeared,  resisted  decomposition  and  maintained  its 
activity  even  after  being  kept  for  considorable  time,  and  the  charac- 
teristics of  the  poison  were  noted  to  be  equally  powerful  in  all  the 
three  states  above  mentioned. 

M.  Fayrer  considers  that  to  cobra  poison  may  be  ascribed  a  nature 
similar  to  that  of  vaccine  virus,  and  believes  that  much  may  be  discov- 
ered by  extended  experiment.  He  says  that  viper  venom  acts  directly  on 
the  blood  and  secondarily  on  the  nervous  system,  and  adds  that  it 
may  be  that,  by  careful  and  reasonable  employment,  this  powerful 
poison  may  be  converted  into  a  useful  remedy,  and  that  there  is 
nothing  to  prove  why,  by  extended  experiment  and  study,  a  complete 
and  prompt  antidote  may  not  be  found. 

From  all  accounts  it  appears   that   the  rattlesnake  (crotalus  duris- 
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timus),  indigenous  to  this  country,  is  endowed  with  :i  poison  even  more 
virulent  tlian  that  of  the  cobra  or  viper.  There  is  reason  for  belief 
that  its  action  is  the  same  upon  all  livintj  things,  veiretiibles  as  well 
as  animals.  It  is  even  fat;il  to  the  sn;ike  itself;  and  we  find  it 
stated  thiit,  on  being  irritated  while  confined  in  a  cngo,  the  animal 
has  been  known,  in  moving  suddenly,  to  strike  its  own  body,  and  to 
die  from  the  wound  as  quickly  as  wouKI  any  other  creature.  A  re- 
markable physiologiciil  fact  is  here  presented  of  a  li(jui(l,  secreted 
directly  from  the  blood,  which  proves  deadly  when  ititroduced  into 
the  very  source  from  which  it  was  derived.  Serpent  poison  acting  aa 
a  powerful  sedative,  active  stimulants  are  probably  the  best  antidotes. 
Hence,  in  parts  of  the  United  States  infested  with  venomous  reptiles, 
it  is  the  practice  to  administer  hirge  drafts  of  whisky,  or  to  chew  and 
swallow  tobacco.  The  liquor  stimulates  the  nervous  system  until  the 
depressing  effect  of  the  poison  is  overcome  by  natural  curative  action. 
Tincture  of  iodine  e.xternally  applied  and  administered  by  hypo- 
deruiic  injection  into  the  cellular  tissue  near  the  wound  is  said  to  be 
of  considerable  efficacy,  and  in  advanced  cases  chloride  or  iodide  of 
potassium,  largtly  diluted  with  water,  is  given  in  addition.  Sucking 
the  woui.d  ininiodiately  alter  being  struck  often  delays  the  spread  of 
the  poi.-on.  The  negroes  in  the  Suuth  favor  an  odd  remedy,  which 
Consists  in  killing  a  chicken,  splitting  it  in  the  back,  and  bending  the 
irarm  fle^h  directly  over  the  bite,  'ihey  believe  that  the  poison  at- 
tacks the  fowl  in  preference  to  transfusing  itsilf  thiough  the  human 
body.  The  Mexicans  and  Indians  use  a  plant  which  they  call  ijolon- 
driller  a,  \\\\\{:\\  Dr.  Ton  ey  on  examination  pronounced  a  species  of 
Euphorhium.  Botanically  it  is  known  as  E.  prostrota  ;  and  we  find 
it  descrdjed  as  a  plant  of  frail,  delicate  appearance,  somewhat  liko 
the  gold  thread,  and  having  long,  reddish  stems  that  spread  and  in- 
terlace with  each  other.  Its  Howers,  which  appear  from  April  to 
November,  are  vt-ry  small  and  while,  with  dark  purple  throats. 
They  are  axillary,  and  have  lour  petals  and  four  sepals.  All  parts 
of  the  plant  contain  an  abundance  of  milky  juice  in  which  the  medi- 
cinal properties  reside,  ami  which  is  extracted  by  bruising  the  por- 
tions in  a  mortar.  A  coMsidcrable  quantity  of  water  is  addi-d  and 
several  ounces  of  the  mixture  administered  to  the  injured  person. 
The  plant  grows  plentifully  in  dry  gravelly  places,  by  roadsides  and 
in  farmyards.  'J'he  remedy,  which  acts  as  an  emetic  and  cathartic, 
is  said  never  to  fail  in  a  cure  and  to  be  attended  with  no  danger  in 
ita  administration. — tScientijic  American,  July  19,  1873. 
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A  Monument  to  Liebuj. — The  following  circular  has  been  issued  at  Berlin: 

Committee  for  Erection  of  a  Likbio  Mkmoriai,. 

Bureau,  No.  10  Dorothea  St  ,  Berlin. 

Bkki.i.n,  April  29,  1873. 
Honored  Sir. — In  its  session  of  April  28th,  the  directors  of  the  (Jerman 
HJheinical  Society  unanimously  decided   to   honor   the    menuiry  of  J  uslns  Vod 
Liebig  by  the  erection  of  a  statue  either  in  l»armsladt,  Uie^sen,  or  Munich. 

A  cuinniitiee.  consisting  of  the  undersigned,  was  empowered  to  take  the 
necfssary  steps  to  carry  out  this  decision. 

In  niakiiiy  known  to  you  this  decision  of  the  directors  of  the  German  Chem- 
ical .Society,  we  liusien  to  iiKjuire  of  you  whether  you  are  disposed  to  become 
a  member  of  the  general  comniiilee  for  the  erection  o\'  a  liiebig  .Memorial. 

lu   case  of  an    allirmative   answer,  which  we   earnestly  rc(|uesl,  we  will   have 
the  honor  to  send  to  you,  in  a  few  days,  the  call  to  be  signed. 
The  Commiiite. — A.  \V.  liotfmaun,  C.  A.  Martins, C,  Scheibler. 

This  call  has  since  been  issued  and  a  largo  committee  appointed,  the  mem- 
bers residing  in  different  countries. 


Australian  Soluble  Gums. — The  number  of  arborescent  species  of  Acacia 
furnishing  gum  is  not  inconsiderable.  The  species  indigenous  to  Australia  are 
of  greater  celerity  of  growth  than  the  African  gum  Acacias.  Cum  a  good  deal 
resembling  Arabic  is  obtained  from  Acacia  harpapli^tl i,  Ferd.  Mueller;  A. 
BidiviUii,  lieniham;  A.  pi/cnanlha,  Bentham  ;  A.  dccurreus,  Willdeuow;  and 
A.  Iwmaluplit/lla,  Cuming.  It  has  been  e.\ported  for  cotton  printing,  adhesive 
purposes,  and  other  applications.  The  supply  can  bo  rendered  abundant. — 
Journ  Appl.  Science,  Sij)t.  1,  1873. 


■Indian  Opium. — The  poppy  being  exclusively  grown  for  the  Supreme  Gov- 
ernment of  India  in  Benares  and  Behar,  iLe  permission  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Bengal  has  been  sought  and  obtained  on  tlie  subject  of  improving 
its  citliivuiion.  The  opium  manufactured  in  the  llimal.iyas  contains  50  per 
cent,  more  inor[)hia  than  that  of  the  plains  of  India.  'I'his  fact  was  placed  on 
record  in  the  •Journal  of  the  Agri-Horticultural  Society  of  India," — Fkarm. 
Journ.  (Lund.),  July  12,  1873. 


Manna,  etc.,  from  P dermo. — From  the  consular  reports  we  Gnd  that  the 
shipments  of  mdiiiia  from  I'alenno  were  131.)  cwt.,  valued  at  £:iLt<9,  in  1870, 
and  2.530  cwt.,  valued  at  £14,G42,  in  1871.  Most  of  this  goes  to  France.  The 
trade  in  essences  and  essential  oils  also  shosvs  a  large  increase,  having  risen 
from  881)0  lbs.,  valued  at  £12.52,  in  1870,  to  4!), 800  lbs.,  valued  at  £()(i20,  in 
1871.  There  are  live  manufactories  of  i-oncentrated  louun  juice  and  essences 
in  that  city,  which  turn  out  400  pipes  annually. — Ibid. 


Cod-Liver  Oil  Mixture. — A  preparation  that  has  met  with  much  favor,  under 
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the  above  name,  haa  been  made  by  thf  writer  from  a  fnrmnla  {jiven  him  by  Mr. 
Has«ard.  of  Pliiladelphia.  Tt  is  ma<le  as  follows:  ij.  Fresh  ewjjs.  No  iv  ; 
lemon  jnice.  q.  a.  Place  the  ejcirs  in  a  suitable  vessel,  and  pour  over  them  suf- 
ficient lemon  juice  to  cover  them,  and  let  the  whole  remain  for  24  or  48  hours. 
Then  pa.ss  the  whole  thronph  a  strainer,  and  add.  with  ap:itation,  the  following, 
and  in  the  order  given  :  To  the  lemon  juice  and  eggs  add  an  equal  volume  of 
honey,  cod-liver  oil.  and  brandy  or  whisky.  The  whole  forms  a  permanent 
emulsion,  and  will  keep  good  during  the  snnimer  months  for  a  mouth,  and 
longer  in  cooler  weather.  The  taste  of  the  oil  can  be  completely  covered  by 
the  addition  of  a  few  drops  of  oil  of  wintergreen,  or  oil  of  bitter  almonds.  This 
mixture  is  pleasant  to  take,  and  a  valuable  therapeutic  agent. 

P.  S. —  Glycerin  may  be  substituted  for  the  honey.  E.  S.  W. 

—  Cina'nnati  Lancet  and  Observer,  Sept.,  1873. 


Xe^o  and  Rapid  Prncesa  for  Generating  Sulphuretted  Hydrogen. — VV.  Skey 
[Cliemical  N'eivs)  describes  a  method  which  is  said  to  be  simple,  expeditious 
and  economical,  and  which  has  been  used  by  the  author  for  over  two  years, 
givinsr  entire  satisfaction  :  Fragments  of  tjalena  and  granulated  zinc,  in  pro- 
portions of  about  1  to  1.  are  well  mixed  and  put  into  a  small  apparatus  of  the 
kind  generally  in  use  for  the  preparation  of  this  gas,  and  hydrochloric  acid 
diluted  with  water  (\  to  20  or  so)  poured  upon  them.  Sulphuretted  hydrogen 
is  instantly  eiven  off.  and  its  evolution  is  found  to  proceed  energetically,  regu- 
larly and  continuously  for  a  fjreat  length  of  time — a  length  proportionate  to 
that  of  the  quantity  of  material  used  and  its  proper  adjustment  as  to  parts.  A 
little  hydrogen  accompanies  the  gas  named,  and  traces  of  hydrochloric  acid. 
The  acid  is.  however,  easily  removed  by  allowing  it  to  pass  through  a  little 
carbonate  of  lime  before  use,  while  the  presence  of  hydrogen  can  have  no  bad' 
effect  for  all  ordinary  purposes.  After  a  sufficiency  of  the  gas  has  been  used 
it  is  best,  in  ordinary  cases,  simply  to  wash  the  galena  and  zinc  with  water, 
when  the  apparatus  is  ready  for  further  use  at  a  moment's  notice;  but  when' 
quantities  are  required  in  rapid  succession  a  form  of  apparatus  may  be  used' 
which  allows  the  separation  of  the  acid  liquid  from  the  undecomposed  snb- 
etances  within  itself,  when  the  <lelivery  tube  is  closed. —  Canad.  Pharm.  Jour., 
187:',.  Jnh/. 


FJnrn  d/,fs  the  Color  of  Flowers  Vary? — An  amateur,  M.  Ilueghe.  hnd  some 
primroses  which  he  trans})lantod  into  abetter  soil,  and  the  result  was  that  from 
yellow  the  flowers  became  an  intense  jiurple.  By  a  similar  modification,  and 
by  minerlinp  with  the  soil  certain  substances,  one  may  vary  the  color  of  plants. 
Oharcoal  deepens  the  tints  of  dahlias,  hyacinths  and  petunias  ;  carbonate  red- 
dens hyacinths;  and  the  phosphate  of  sodium  changes  in  various  ways  the  hues 
of  some  plants.  It  is  known  that  a  heathery  soil  makes  the  green  hydrangea 
red. — Tourn.  Applied  Chem..,  September,  1873. 


Certain  Constituents  of  Poplar  Duds. — J.  Piccard. —  Along  with  chrysin  the 
author  has  como  upon  throe  other  bodies  — the  ethereal  oil  of  poplar  (Jfi  Hs  ;  a 
mixture  of  salicin,  populin  and  tectochryein,  Cir,Hi204  ,  a  higher  homologae  of. 
chrysin. — Chem.  News,  Aug.  22,  1873. 


Am  Jour.  Pharm. 
Oct.  1,  1873. 
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Lo!^s  of  Drugs  in  Powdering. — The  foUowinjx  is  copied  from  a  circular  of  the 
Philadelphia  Dru^  Rxchanofe  issued  in  June  last: 

The  follnwinsr  table,  showinij  the  averajje  losses  in  weight,  in  powdering,  will 
probably  be  found  interesting  and  useful  for  reference. 

Tt  exhibits  the  results  from  a  number  of  trials  of  each  article  covering  a 
period  of  several  years,  and  was  prepared  at  one  of  the  drug  mills  of  this  city- 
These  losses,  as  will  readily  be  understood,  vary  as  the  dryness  of  the  article 
varies — 


Per  r-ent. 

Per  (>ent. 

Acid.  Tartni-ic. 

f  to 

1 

Ginger.  African, 

3 

Aconite  Root 

2     to 

5 

Jamaica.    . 

3 

Allspice 
Aloes,  Cape, 

Socotrine, 
Alum 
Argols,  Red.     . 

White,       .                   \ 

U 
6    to     7i 
8    to  lo" 

J  to     1 

2"  to    .3 

to  f  of    1 

Gum  .\rabic     . 
Indigo 

Ipecacuanha     . 
Jalap 
Lac  Dye 
Liquorice  Root 

3 
9 

4 

2 

to    4 

to  10 

2 

Assafoetida 

9     to 

11 

chipped  and  bruised 

3 

to    4 

Rarherry  Bark 

3 

powdered 

10 

to  12 

Bajberry  Bark 

Bean  of  St.  Ignatius          .    1 

to 

4 
3 

Liquorice,  stick. 
Mace 

10 
1 

Benzoin 

I 

Mandrake 

4 

to     5 

Black  Lead                            .     ^ 

to  1  of 

1 

Manganese,  Black  Oxide,  . 

U 

Bloodroot 

3     to 

4 

Mu.stard 

fi 

to    7 

Blue  Vitriol 

2 

Mvrrh 

8 

to  10 

Bole,  Armenian 

I 

Nut  Galls 

4 

Borax 

1  of 

1 

Nmx  Vomica 

4 

to     .5 

Buchu 

3     to 

4 

Opium 

18 

Butternut  Bark 

•n 

Orange  Peel 

3 

to     5 

Calisaya  Bark 

3     to 

5 

Orris  Root,  powdered. 

6 

to    8 

Canella  Alba  Bark 

3 

Pc]>per,  Black, 

n 

Cantharides,  powdered, 

2    to 

3 

Poplar  Bark     . 

I 

Capsicum 

7    to 

9 

Potassa  Prussiate  . 

u 

Cas.sia 

3 

Prickly  Ash  Bark 

1 

to     2 

Castile  Soap 

23    to 

2.5 

Pumice  Stone 

n 

Cloves 

3 

Rhubarb,  powdered,    . 

3 

to    4 

Cochineal 

J  to 

1 

Sal  Ammoniac 

1 

Colocynth  Apple,  powdered,  . 
Copperas,  when  dried, 

4    to 

5^ 

7 

Sar.saparilla, 

chipped  and  bruised. 

4 

to     5 

Corrosive  Sublimate    . 

H 

finely  ground 

10 

to  13 

Cream  of  Tartar     .             .     \ 

to  f  of 

1 

Scammony 

4 

to    5 

Cubebs 

H 

Senna 

3 

to    4 

Elm  Bark    . 

3     to 

4 

Shellac 

2 

to    3 

Ereot 

2     to 

3 

Snakeroot,  Black 

3 

to    4 

Euphorhium 

i  to 

1 

Squills 

3 

to    5 

Fenrifrreek 

3    to 

3J 

Sulphur 

u 

Flaxseed 

1     to 

2 

Valerian 

3 

to     .5 

Gamboge 

3    to 

4 

Vanilla  Beans 

4 

to    .5 

Gentian  Root 

6     to  13 

Wild  Cherry  Bark 

3 

to     .5 

Food/or  Invalids. — John  Goodman.  M.  D.,  of  Sonthport,  prepares  what  he 
calls  "  artificial  fibrin"  as  a  nutritious  food  for  invalids,  especially  when  the 
stomach  rejects  other  food.  He  thus  describes  its  preparation.  It  is  formed 
by  exposing  albuminous  material  to  the  operation  orinflueBce  of  cold  water  for 
a  given  time,  and,  on  account  of  its  great  plenteousness,  we  employ  the  ordi- 
nary hen's  egg  for  its  production.     When  the  shell  is  broken  and  removed,  and 
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its  contents  are  immersed  in  cold  water  for  some  twelve  hours  or  so,  it  is  found 
ti)  undergo  a  chemical  molecular  change,  and  to  become  solid  and  in8oluble. 
The  eg:^,  and  duid  in  which  it  is  immersed,  is  now  healed  to  bulling,  when  the 
fibriu  will  be  fouuJ  ready  lor  use. — loaru.  Applied  Cmm.,  July,  187J. 


Auti  Neurabjic  iSiniff. — The  liivinta  Clmica  di  Dulogna  mentions  an  anti- 
neuralgic  snuH'  prescribed  with  success  in  cases  of  facial  neuralgia,  by  Dr. 
Scrilfignano.  The  base  of  the  snutF  is  quinine,  and  its  composition  us  fol- 
lows: Citrate  of  quinine,  ten  grains;  very  strong  exciting  snulT  (tobacco), 
fifteen  grains.  'J'he  medicament  is  said  to  act  alm<>st  directly  on  the  diseased 
nerve  through  the  ethmoidal  thread  of  the  nasal  ramus  of  Willis's  ophthalmic, 
a  branch  of  the  tifih  pair. — Phitada.  Med.  Times,  Aiuj.  9,  187;5,  from  London 
Lauctl. 


GddiiKj  Iron. — Soduim  amalgam  is  said  to  be  advantageous  as  a  means  of 
simplilying  ihe  method  of  dry  gilding  iron,  and  for  paintinggold  designs  thereon. 

By  simply  rubbing  with  the  amalgam,  the  surfaces  of  iron  and  similar  metal.s, 
although  oxidized,  are  at  once  amalgamated.  Some  solution  of  chloride  of 
gold  is  then  applied  quickly  on  the  amalgamated  surface,  and  the  mercurj 
Volatilized  by  the  heat  of  a  lamp  or  fire.  A  very  uniform  gilding  is  thus  ob- 
tained, udiniiting  of  high  polish.  With  silver  and  platinum  salts  eiiuilar  lesults 
are  obtained.— yu«/-   Fnmldin  Institute,  Sept  ,  1873. 


Detcnniudlion  of  Chloral. — V.  Meyer  and  11.  Ilaffter. — The  authors  remark 
that  chloral  hydrate  is  ofieii  found  very  impure,  whence  a  simple  and  accurate 
method  lor  its  quantitative  e.xaminatiou  becomes  needul.  With  acjueous  solu- 
tions of  alkalies  chloral  hydrate  is  completely  resolved  into  chloroform  and 
alkaline  fuiniiate  according  to  the  equation,  (Ji  (Jit  11;  Oj  +  Na  0  11  —  U  11 
Cli+  11  C  UjNa-f-  Hi  O.  I  ecpiivalent  of  chloral  hydrate  neutralizes  1 
equivalent  of  S'da,  or  1G.5  5  grms.  ol  the  former  recpiire  lUOl)  c  c.  of  normal 
soluiion  of  soda.  \i,  therefore,  a  weighed  amount  of  the  sample  under  e.\ami- 
oaiion  is  mi.xed  with  a  known  excess  of  normul  soda  soluiion.  and  the  remain- 
ing exce.-s  of  soda  is  determined  by  titration  with  standard  acid,  the  soda  con- 
Binned  and  the  currespouding  ainounl  (jf  pure  chloral  hydrate  arc  fouud  by  the 
equation — 

ia—b)  lGo-5 

X  =  ^ '       -    grm. 

lUUU         ^ 

a  denoling  the  number  of  c  c.  of  normal  soda  consumed,  and  h  tl'e  cc.  of  nor- 
mal acid  used  for  titration.  If  free  hydrochloric  acid  is  present  us  an  imjiiirity, 
it  is  neuiralised  by  shaking  up  the  aqueous  solution  with  jiure  carbonate  of 
lime,  and  expelling  the  free  carbonic  acid  by  prolonged  agitation  in  the  moas- 
anng  c.  linder— CVtcm.  A'eiws  {Loud.).  June  27,  1873. 


On  Cryntulline  Protiodidc  of  M-.rcary. —  I*.  Yvon. — This  compound  is  best 
obtained  by  heating  mercury  and  iodine  in  e(piivalent  proporiiuns,  in  sealed 
tia.xks,  u|)on  the  sand  bath.  Tiie  temperature  must  not  be  allowed  to  exceed 
2oU^.     The  upper  portion  of  the  dask  will  be  fouud  lined  wjlll  crystals  of  a  fine 
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<"ed,  wliicb  becouie  yellow  on  cooling.  Ou  le-healiug,  the  red  color  begiii.s  lo 
xeturii  al  7(/^,  aud  at  220-^  a  S[jloiidul  ganiei  sliadj  is  aLiaiiicd.  This  is  exacllj 
Xhe  iuversie  ul  ibe  plunioineua  j^rcsenied,  uuder  siuiilar  cu'cuiuslaiicei,  by  ihtt 
4)luiodide.  rile  crystals  ul'  protlodide  Uielt  ut  'Z'JJ^  lu  a  blaclv  liciiiid,  wlilcll 
Ijoils  at  ;UU^.  It  more  rapidly  healed  it  is  decoiapoaed,  yielding  iiiercuiy  aud 
*  liylu  yellow  sublimate,  wliicli  is  not,  as  migUl  be  expected,  a  coiiipuuud  riclier 
111  iodiiie,^bul  au  oxy  iodide  which  may  be  represented  by  tlie  turmula,  llgu 
Uj  I7  ^^  6  iJg  O,  7  llg  1.  I'liis  oxy-iodide  is  at  tirst  brigiit  yellow  and  crys- 
talline, but,  especially  it'  exposed  to  the  light^  it  soon  becomes  lirst  orange  aud 
then    brick   red,   and   lalls    lo   a  powder. — -Uhcin.   Nutu-i,  JimIj  lb,  froia  C'uinpt. 


Erjtkropkeuic  Acid,  a  Naw  UtacLion  u/  Fkanol  and  AniU'n'i. —  hi.  Jacqua- 
<mii. —  When  phenol  is  treated  with  chloriue-water,  no  reaction  is  observed, 
»nd  ammonia  added  lo  the  mixture  subsetpiently  develops  no  coloration,  it  is 
known  that  aniline,  on  the  contrary,  suspended  lu  water,  with  the  additioa 
ol  a  solution  ul  chlorine,  lakes  a  rose  coi.u-,  wiiicli  rapidly  bjcomes  purple, 
violet,  aud,  lastly,  browuish-red,  and  that  aminunia  added  at  this  last  junctura 
Whereases  the  browuuess.  ll  is  no  longer  tae  same  wlien  a  mixture  oi  a  drop 
of  phenol  aud  a  drop  of  aniline  is  subiimied  to  ttie  action  of  solution  of  clilo- 
riiie.  A  permanent  rose  red  is  obtained,  which  may  be  turned  to  a  oUie  either 
-by  ammonia  or  by  ihe  alkalies  or  alkaline  carbonates.  Acidj  restore  the  ori- 
ginal redness.  Jhe  author  cjiicludes  that  tliere  exists  a  phenale  of  plienyla- 
aiin  ;  that  the  new  body  produced  111  the  above  reaction  is  a  red  ac.d,  lurmin^' 
^lue  sails;  llje  eryihropheiiate  of  soda  may  be  produced  by  causing  liypoctilo- 
nle  of  soda  lo  act  upon  the  mixture  of  phen.d  and  auiiuie.  I'ne  blue  thus 
I'ormed  is  lemarkab.e  lor  us  purity  and  extraonlinay  tinctorial  power.  If  iwo 
drops  of  ihe  mixture  of  phenol  and  aniline  oe  added  to  2  litres  o(  water,  aud 
iheu  treated  with  hypochlorite,  the  blue  lu  an  hour  or  two  becomes  so  intensa 
Ihat  it  could  be  recognized  even  in  4  litres  of  water.  Tins  reaction  may  btt 
useful  in  toxicological  researches  either  lor  aniline  or  plieuol.  I'lie  purity  aud 
permanence  of  the  blue  might  render  it  hi  for  ihe  uses  of  tne  dyer,  but  it  will 
uot  bear  steaming.  I  he  extreme  facility  with  which  it  is  reddened  by  the  fee- 
.blesL  acids  is  likewise  an  objection,  in  tliis  respect  it  far  exceeds  litmas. — • 
Clitin.  NciOo,  July  lb,  froin  LiaU.  .S'jC.  Chun,  da  Jfurts. 


I^aniuucuticai  (itoUcycs  ani  .dissociations. 

The  Uoi.i.KOKs  OF  I'hakmacy  in  the  United  .Stales  commence  their  regular 
courses  wilh  the  beginuing  of  Uclober,  except  ihe  Ualilornia  College,  which, 
as  we  stated  iu  our  last  issue,  opened  its  tirst  course  in  July  last.  As  tar  ai 
we  can  learn,  ihere  appear  lo  be  good  prospecls  for  full  clasoes  in  all  the  col- 
leges, and  it  is  to  be  hoped  liiat  wilh  liie  beginning  of  the  cooler  season  nevr 
■energy  may  be  iufused,  not  only  into  the  aludenis  who  come  lo  li.^itu  to  lh« 
teachings  of  their  prolessers,  b^ui  likewise  iutu  ihu.->e  who  are  cousideied  uiem- 
iers  of  the  pharmaceutical  prolessiou. 
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In  many  of  thp  collepfs.  pharmarentical  nifeiinfrs  will  he  inaiifjurated  again 
Hnrine  tho  prespi.t  month,  and.  If  the  pharmafisJg  know  and  appreciate  the 
dnty  they  owe  to  the  profession,  they  will  not  fuil  to  hrinp  forward,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  nil.  .<5noh  notes,  observations  and  investijratinns.  as  they  may  have  been 
enabled  to  make  diirintr  tli*'  past  six  months,  or  may  make  durinpf  the  season 
before  us. 


BRiTisn  PFiARMArruTicAi.  CoxFFKKNTK.— The  annual  meetinp  was  held  at 
Bradford.  September  Ifith  simnlt:ineoiisly  with  the  meetings  of  two  other 
national  pharmaceutical  societies,  that  of  Austria  and  North  America. 


Thr  Austrian  PnARMACKmrAr,  Aspociatton  held  a  meeting  July  7th,  at 
which  Dr.  A.  Hottot  showed  his  pepsin  e.xhibited  at  the  Vienna  Universal 
E.xposition.  This  pepsin  is  prepared  as  follows  :  Hogs'  stomachs  are  mace- 
rated in  water,  the  liquid  is  filtered,  the  filtrate  precipitated  by  acetate  of  lead, 
the  washed  precipitate  decomposed  by  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  the  filtrate, 
after  concefltration,  precipitated  by  sulphate  of  sodium.  After  having  been 
repeatedly  washed  with  water,  pepsin  is  in  small  shining  scales,  of  yellowish- 
grey  color,  almost  inodorous,  not  hygroscopic,  and  insoluble  in  water.  Tf  one 
centiernm  of  this  pepsin  is  digested  for  one  hour,  at  a  temperature  of  45^  (J. 
(II.30  F.).  together  with  .'iO  grams  of  wafer.  4.*)  centigrams  muriatic  acid,  spec, 
grav.  ri8.  and  6  grams  of  fibrin,  the  latter  is  dissolved  and  after  12  hours  com- 
pletely transformed  into  albuminose,  and  the  liquid  yields  no  precipitate  either 
on  boiling  or  by  nitric  acid.  The  same  efTect  is  produced,  under  the  same  cir- 
cnmstances.  usinjr.  however,  si.x  centigrams  of  pepsin,  upon  six  grams  of  re- 
cently coafi-ulated  albumen. 

Mr.  E.  Delpeches  exhibited  various  preparations  of  Kuculyptua. 

Mr.  S.  Limoii.^in  demonstrated  the  preparation  of  oxygen  with  an  apparatus 
constructed  by  him.  and  consisting  of  a  cast-iron  retort  composed  of  two  her- 
metically fitting  hemispheres.  By  the  heat  of  a  spirit  lamp  the  gas  is  evolved 
from  a  mixture  of  chlorate  of  potassium  and  binoxide  of  manganese,  the  gas 
is  washed  by  passing  it  through  very  dilute  solution  of  potassa,  and  collected 
in  rubber  bags      Oxygen  gas  has  been  employed  lately  in  cholera  hospitals. 

Mr.  K.  fienevois  spoke  about  different  blistering  plasters. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at  Vienna,  September  15th  and 
16th. 


Thk  CJKKMAN  Apothkcaries' Unio.v  held   its   annual   meeting   at   the  City  of 
Cologne.  September  4th  and  .^th. 


^SMtovial  department. 


B00U8  D1PLOMA8. — There   appears  to  be  a  chance   for  this  swindle   to   be- 
legally  checked  at  last.     If  we  look  at  the  facts  that  were   unearthed   about 
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eighteen  raontUs  ago  (see  Amer.  Joura.  Phar.,  1872,  139)  by  a  committee  of 
the  Feuusylvauia  Legislature,  it  appears  strauge  that  the  proper  prosecutiug 
authorities  should  have  required  additional  "official"  information  to  institute 
legal  proceedings  against  a  concern  which  has  extensively  advertised  its  diplo- 
mas in  ahi-entia,  and  the  foreign  headquarters  of  whicli  are  at  46  King  street, 
Jersey,  England,  while  the  home  manufactory  is  located  in  the  Oity  of  Phila- 
delphia. At  the  meeting  of  the  City  Councils,  held  .September  Dth,  a  message 
was  presented  from  Mayor  Stokley,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  Consul  of 
fcjpain  had  orticially  brought  to  his  notice  the  fact  that  medical  diplomas  were 
issued  by  an  institution  in  this  city,  styled  the  "American  University  of  Phila- 
delphia," in  a  manner  apparently  illegal  and  lo  persuus  unqualilied  to  receive 
them.  The  Mayor  recommended  the  ji,;.s.<age  of  a  resolution  requesting  the 
Attorney  General  to  sue  out  a  writ  of  q^uo  warranlv  to  test  the  question  and 
put  a  stop  to  the  ])roceeding. 

Ju  conformity  with  this  request,  a  resolution  was  passed  aud  approved, 
requesting  the  Attorney  General  of  the  Commonwealth  to  sue  out  a  writ  of 
quo  warranto  to  inquire  into  the  legality  of  the  medical  diplomas  issued  by  the 
institution  known  as  the  "American  University  of  Philadelphia." 

Attorney  General  ti.  E.  Dimmick  will  apply  for  the  writ  at  the  meeting  of 
the  fcuprenie  Court  in  Pittsburg.  October  6th. 


'•  What  is  CiNcuo-(,iUiNiNE?'' — Under  this  caption  an  article  has  been  pub- 
lished lately  in  many  medical  journals,  laudatory  of  a  preparation  which  has 
been  chemically  examined  by  \V.  T.  Wenzell,  of  San  Francisco,  whose  results 
were  published  in  the  April  number,  1870,  of  the  "  Pacitic  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Journal"  and  cojjied  into  the  July  number,  1870,  of  this  journal.  For  the 
benefit  of  our  cotemporaries  we  again  copy  here  the  concluding  paragraphs  of 
Mr.  U'enzeli  s  paper,  which  will  furnish  an  answer  to  the  above,  or  rather  to 
the  query.    What  loas  czncho-qainine  in  March,  1870  V 

"  (Jincho-Quinine,"  although  having  the  advantage  of  being  nearly  tasteless, 
does  not  contain  quinia,  quinidia,  and  ciuchonidia,  aud  therelore  does  not  rep- 
resent the  whole  of  the  active  principles  of  the  bark. 

it  cannot  exert  the  full  ellects  of  sulphate  of  quinia  in  the  same  dose,  inas- 
much as  the  stated  dose  of    ■  Ciocho-(4niuine  "  is  from  five  to  thirty  grains. 

Although  "  Cincho-C^uinine  "  appears  to  cost  less  than  sulphate  ot  quinia,  it 
does  not  follow  that  commercial  "  Ciuchonia,"  sold  at  four  times  its  value,  is  a 
desirable  substitute  for  quinine  in  in  economical  point  of  view. 

And,  lastly,  one  very  important  principle  should  by  no  means  be  lost  sight 
of,  namely  :  that  a  physician  should  always  know  what  he  is  prescribing,  and 
therefore  the  substitution  of  a  remedy  of  less  etficieucy  and  uncertain  medici- 
nal value,  is  altogether  unwarrantable  and  often  hazardous. 

The  Excuesions  to  and  from  the  Richmond  Meeting  of  the  American 
Pharmacel'tical  Association  were  participated  in  by  a  larger  number  of 
members  than  those  to  any  previous  meeting.  I'he  excursion  party,  which 
left  Cincinnati  on  Saturday,  September  i'.ilh,  was  unfortunately  detained  upon 
the  Ohio  river  by  low  water,  and  could  not,  for  this  reason,  make  the  railroad 
connections  in  time  to  carry  out  the  original  programme  of  spending  Sunday 
at  White  Sulphur  Springs  aud  reach  Richmond  Monday  evening.     The  excur- 
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»inns  arrnnppfl  for  the  EnsJprn  mpmbprs  were  more  Rnrrpssfnl,  altlinneb  ten  or 
iwplve  fnilpH  to  join  llip  mnin  pnrty.  havinjr  been  detained  in  l.nntr  Islund 
Bound  by  (opjry  wpatlier.  The  plpnmer  Georfre  Learv.  which  left  Baltimore 
for  Norfolk  on  the  aflprnoon  of  Palnrday.  September  13th.  carried  a  partv  of 
fiHy-fivp  Indies  ai'd  centlemen.  who  received  every  attention  by  the  officers  of 
the  Rny  Line  pteamers.  as  they  proceeded  down  the  Chesupeake  Ray.  and  early 
on  Sunday  morninc  paPFpd  Fortress  Monroe  and  np  Hampton  Roads  to  Pnrfs- 
moiilh  and  Norfolk,  in  which  latter  city  Ihey  were  to  await  the  arrival  of  the 
steamer  from  New  Yoik.  On  Sunday  afternoon  the  ofTicprs  of  thp  Ray  l-ine 
pteamprs  |>lacpd  a  Inp-boat  at  the  di'-posal  of  the  party,  nnd  various  points  of 
interest  in  the  neiphboihood  were  visited,  among:  them  the  celebrated  Oosport 
navy  yard.  Soon  after  thp  party  had  landed  strain  at  the  wharves  of  the  Bay 
Line  slpamers  the  "  Old  Dominion  "  neared  her  Ian  infi-place,  carryinpr  a  party 
of  forty-nine  ladies  and  jrcntlemen.  bound  for  Richmond,  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing. Owjrp  to  an  accident  to  the  machinery  of  the  .Tames  River  stfamer. 
which  was  to  take  the  party  cominjr  from  Baltimore  to  Richmond,  the  passen- 
cers  were  transferred  to  the  Old  Dominion,  which  vessel  proceeded  apain.  early 
on  Monday,  npon  her  voyajre  np  the  James  River,  passing  numerous  points  of 
interest  in  the  history  of  the  State  of  Vipinia.  as  well  as  of  national  import- 
ance. 

It  was  shortly  bpfore  dusk,  a  few  miles  below,  but  in  full  sipht  of  the  City  of 
Richmond,  when  the  Old  Dominion  was  met  by  two  barpes.  with  a  portion  of 
the  (Vmmitfce  of  Reception  of  the  Richmond  pharmacists  and  drngsists, 
headed  by  the  f'hnirnuui.  Mr.  T.  Roberts  Baker.  The  barpes  landed  the  com 
bined  pary  at  Rockctts.  where  omnibuses  and  carriapes  were  in  waitinp  to  con- 
vey ihem  to  the  "  K.vchanpe  TTotel  and  Ballard  ITonse."  which  es'.abli.chment 
had  been  selected  as  the 'headquarters  of  the  memliers  diirinp  their  stay  in 
Richmond, 

With  nnbonndcd  libernlity,  the  friends  of  the  Association  had  placed  car' 
riapes  at  the  disposal  of  the  members  and  their  families  during  their  stay  in- 
Richmond,  and  members  of  the  Reception  Committee  were  constantly  in 
attendance  to  point  out  the  hi.«torical  and  most  beautiful  localities  in  and  around 
the  city,  and  to  accompany  the  ladies  and  members  as  puides. 

On  Thursday  afternorn.  the  members  of  the  Association  and  the  exhibitorn 
*t  the  meetine.  with  their  ladie.«,  by  invitation  of  the  Richmond  druppists, 
embarked  at  Rocketts  npon  the  barpe  (ireenbush.  to  which  were  attached  the 
steam-tufrs  Frank  Somers  and  W.  P  Craiphill.  which  were  handsome'y  deco- 
rated with  the  colors  of  the  United  Statps  and  of  other  nations.  Nearly  every 
pharmacpiiticnl  cpiablishmcnt  of  thp  city  was  represented  on  board.  Hir 
Honor.  Mayor  Keilpy.  the  Faculty  of  Virpinia  Medical  ('ollepe.  and  a  namher 
of  prominent  physiiians  and  citizens  were  present,  and  accompanied  the  party 
npon  the  excursion  down  the  James  River.  Powhatan,  Drury's  Bluff.  Cha(!in'« 
Bloff  and  many  other  historic  places,  made  famous  durinp  the  early  and  more 
recent  history  of  Virginia,  were  pointpd  out,  and  many  incidents  in  connection 
therewith  related.  The  boats  passed  thronph  the  Dutch  Cap  Oanal.  then 
turned  in  the  river,  and  again  proceeded  hack  towards  the  city.  Mayor  Keiley 
beinp  called  upon  for  a  speech,  addressed  the  company,  recalling  some  incidents' 
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of  the  war,  and  congratulating  those  present,  representing  most  of  the  States 
and  all  the  sections  of  the  reunited  Union,  upon  the  happy  occasion  which 
brought  them  together.  In  language  of  elegance  and  eloquence  he  alluded  to 
the  old  fliig.  and  the  men  oC  Massachusetts  and  Virginia  now  again  working 
together  in  fraternal  accord  for  the  good  of  ihe  whole  countr}-.  Sfieeches  were 
also  made  by  Mr.  James  Slade,  of  Boston  ;  Dr.  V>.  A.  'I'ufis,  of  Dover,  N.  H.; 
Prof  G.  F  F^.  Markoe,  of  Boston;  Rev.  Dr.  C  C.  Bitting,  and  Prof  J.  B. 
McCaw,  of  Richmond;  Messrs.  J.  F.  Hancock,  of  Baltimore;  IT,  A.  Yogel- 
bach  find  J.  M.  Maisch,  of  Philadelphia.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks.  Mr. 
Yogelbach  read  a  series  of  resolutions  passed  by  the  party  that  came  to  Rich- 
mond via  Baltimore,  by  the  steamer  (Jeorge  Leary,  returi:in<r  thanks  to  the 
officers  of  the  Bay  I^ine  for  kindnesses  bestowed  upon  them,  and  to  .Mr.  Haucock 
for  the  preparations  made  by  him  to  ensure  a  pleasant  voyage.  The  trip  was 
enlivened  by  music  from  the  First  Regiment  band,  and  by  singing  by  a  quar- 
tette of  Richmond  amateurs.  A  handsome  collation  was  served,  and  the 
excursion  terminated  pleasantly  in  every  respect  at  about  8i  o'clock,  when  th© 
boats  reached  Rocketts  again,  to  land  the  delighted  e.xcursionists. 

For  the  same  evening  a  hop  had  been  arranged  in  the  ball  room  of  the  hotel, 
and  a  number  of  couples  amused  themselves  by  dancing  to  the  music  of  a  good 
string  band. 

After  the  final  adjournment  of  the  meeting,  on  Friday  noon,  quite  a  nuniber 
of  members  visited  Petersburg,  with  its  remaining  fortifications,  and  in  the 
evening  many  left,  northward  bound,  to  visit  on  Saturday  the  ]>ubiic  institutions- 
of  the  National  Capital,  while  most  of  the  Western  members  travelled  home- 
ward, with  the  intention  of  spending  a  day  or  two  at  White  Sulphur  Springs, 
a  pleasure  of  which  they  had  been  deprived  on  their  eastward  trip  by  the  failure 
of  making  timely  connection  with  the  train  at  Huntington,  W.  Va. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  remaining  members  left  Richmond  in  the  early  traio 
on  Saturday  morning,  paid  a  visit  to  M t.  Vernon,  and  reached  Washington, 
D.  C,  by  the  steamer  Arrow,  at  about  five  o'clock  P.  M. 

Thus  ended  one  of  the  most  pleasant  reunions  of  the  American  Pharmaceu- 
tical Association,  at  which  the  members  and  their  families  were  the  recipients 
of  old  Virginia  hospitality,  so  renowned  throughout  the  country.  Arriving  in 
the  City  of  the  Seven  Hills  almost  entire  strangers,  the  unbounded  cordiality, 
the  open-hearted  liberality,  and  the  fraternal  welcome  of  its  pharmacists,  drug. 
gists  and  citizens  in  general  soon  made  every  one  feel  at  home,  and  the  remem- 
brance of  the  week  so  pleasantly  spent  on  the  beautiful  banks  of  the  James- 
River  will  not  soon  be  effaced  from  the  memory  of  those  who  attended  that 
meeting,  at  which  the  Association — as  Mayor  Keiley  pleasantly  remarked  — 
attained  its  majority,  and  celebrated  its  twenty-first  birth-day. 


Thk  Focrth  Co.wkntion  of  tub  Teaching  Coi.leoes  of  Pharmacy  assem- 
bled at  the  Exchanjre  Hotel,  in  the  City  of  Richmond,  Ya.,  on  the  evening  of 
Sej)tember  17th.  Delegate.s  were  present  from  the  Massachusetts,  New  York. 
Philadelphia,  Maryland.  National  (at  Washington.  D.  C),  Cincinnati,  Chicago. 
Louisville  and  Tennessee  Colleges.  Dr.  C.  A.  Tufts  was  re  elected  President 
and  J.  M.  Maisch  Secrutary  of  the  couFention.    After  arranging. some  financia). 
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matters,  the  subject  of  examioatiou  of  the  studeuts  preceding  their  admissiou 
to  the  colleges  was  distussed  at  cousiderable  length.  The  large  majority  of 
the  deiegales  and  of  the  colleges  represeuled  favored  the  views  of  the  coaven- 
tioQ  of  lb7U,  and  the  subject  was  laid  ou  the  iable. 

A  proposition  for  the  udoplion  of  an  uniform  code  of  ethics  by  the  conven- 
tion of  leaching  colleges  was  discussed  and,  before  final  action  was  had,  with- 
drawn. During  a  discussion  ou  the  requirements  for  graduation  it  was  observed 
that  all  the  colleges  of  pharmacy  require  suiiicieut  experience  in  a  retail  store 
and  behind  the  prescription  counter,  and  bestow  their  diplomas  only  after  the 
applicants  have  served  four  years  in  the  business,  attended  two  lull  courses  ol 
lectures,'aud  passed  a  saiislactory  examiualiou. 

A  second  session  was  held  on  the  evening  of  September  Icith,  during  whi<;h 
pharmaceutical  titles  were  the  subject  of  discussion.  A  proposition  to  have 
the  records  of  the  various  conferences  published  and  distributed  among  the 
colleges  was  relerred  to  the  various  colleges  for  acliou,  the  delegates  to  report 
at  the  next  convention,  to  Ljc  held  at  Louisville. 


The  Exposition  ok  Objeoxs  Kslatinu  to  riJAK.\iAoy  at  the  Richmond  meet- 
ing was  a  very  creditable  and  iuierestiug  one,  and  was  \isiled  not  only  by  the 
pharmacists  present  at  the  meeting,  but  also  by  the  members  of  the  medical 
profession  and  by  many  citizens,  particularly  ou  the  eveuniy  of  6eptember  ITlh, 
when  the  public  had  been  specially  invited. 

Collections  oi  chemicals  were  exhibited  by  Powers  «fe  Weightman,  Rosengar- 
ten  Ac  tJons,  Chas.  T.  White  &  (.'o.,  J.  Creuse,  and  others;  crude  drugs  by  B. 
O.  &i  G.  C.  Wilson  (pressed  medicinal  herbs,  dowers,  «fcc.),  Wallace  iJros.  «t 
Stevenson,  of  btatesville,  N .  C.  ^^fresh  medicinal  plants,  roots,  barks,  leaves,  <fcc.), 
AlcKesson  ic  Kobbins,  Lazell  Marsii  ct  Gardiner,  Dr.  cjquibb,  U.  T.  Frueaufl", 
of  Columbia,  Fa.  (Glitschs  Russian  iVlusiard),  and  others;  phannuceutical 
jjityaralivns,  of  various  kinds,  by  ilauce  Bros.  &,  White,  Bullock  &  Crenshaw, 
W.  K.  Warner  «t  Co.,  Sharp  &  Dohme,  McKesson  <fc  iiobbins,  W.  H.  Under 
douk,  U.  Neustadt  in  Co.,  and  others.  Mr.  Ira  Blunt  exhibited  Valentine's 
meat  j nice,  containing  albumen  in  solution,  and  Sherwood's  patent  bottle-tiller ; 
Thoinay  11.  Hazard,  extract  of  meal ;  K.  F.  Houghton  <t  Co.,  cosmolin,  and 
various  uiniuienls  prepared  with  it;  Keasby  ii  Mallisou,  granular  ellervescent 
salts;  Dr.  E.  ii.  fequibb,  physicians'  pocket-cases  and  an  apparatus-stand  of 
biB  construction;  McKesson  &  Kobbins,  Neynaber's  patent  pharmaceutical 
Bteam  apparatus;  John  W.  Shedden,  dyspeptic  Hour,  and  water  from  the  Mas- 
Bena  springs,  N.  Y.;  Janentzky  <fc  Co.,  water  and  oil  colors,  hair  pencils,  <fcc, ; 
Waters  tc  Kicksecker,  druggists'  sundries  ;  W.  B.  Burk  Jc  Co.,  corks,  sponges, 
dec;  Oscar  G.  Cosby,  model  of  an  invalid  bed;  J.  B.  Lippincott  ik  Co.,  Coo- 
ley's  iiand-book  of  Compound  Medicines;  Hand-book  of  Ferfumci,  Cosmetics 
and  other  Toilet  Articles  ;  U.S.  Pharmacopoeia;  the  American  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  Report  of  Columbia  Hospital  for  Women,  and  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical lli.-tory  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  presented  by  the  Depariments  in 
Washington;  Whitall  Talum  ii  (  u.,  glassware  of  various  kinds;  Dr.  W.H. 
Pile,  hydrometers  ol  his  own  make.  Wines  and  brandies  were  exhibited  by 
Eberbardt,  Lachman  iL  Co.,  and   by  (Juod,  Roof  ^  Co. 
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EXTRACTUM  IPECACUANHA  FLUJDUM. 

By  Richard  V.  Mattison. 
Read  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Meeting,  October  21. 

The  preparation  of  this  extract  is  attended  with  some  difficulty, 
and  seems  to  have  been  a  source  of  annoyance  to  our  Pharmacopoeia 
authorities.  The  last  selection  (U.  S.  P.,  1870)  is  unfortunate  in 
furnishing  a  product  very  thick  and  inelegant,  though  no  doubt  fully 
representing  all  the  medical  properties  of  the  root. 

When  this  extract  is  prepared  according  to  the  present  formula, 
and  diluted  with  syrup,  as  the  Pharmacopoeia  directs,  the  result  is  a 
turbid  syrup — the  abhorrence  alike  of  patients,  physicians  and  phar- 
macists. 

This  proving  very  unsatisfactory  in  these  days  of  elegant  phar- 
macy, I,  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  Prof.  J.  M.  Maisch, 
instituted  a  series  of  experiments,  which  resulted  in  the  selection  of 
the  following  formula  : 

Take  eighty  troy-ounces  ol'  carefully  selected  ipecac  root,  grind  to 
appropriate  powder,  and,  after  moistening  thoroughly,  pack  firmly  in 
a  cylindrical  glass  percolator,  allow  to  stand  four  days  as  directed, 
then  using  the  officinal  menstruum,  allow  percolation  to  proceed 
slowly  until  the  root  is  exhausted.  To  the  percolate  add  ten  fluid- 
ounces  of  glycerin,  and  evaporate  at  a  temperature  not  exceeding 
140^  Fahr.  (if  the  temperature  is  allowed  to  rise  higher,  a  gelatinous 
mass  will  result)  until  reduced  to  the  measure  of  fifty-five  fluid-ounces. 
Transfer  this  to  a  moistened  filter  and  allow  to  drain.  To  the  soft 
mass  remaining  upon  the  filter,  consisting  of  the  peculiar  substance 
usually  called  resin  (though  not  so,  properly  speaking),  water  is  added 
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by  means  of  a  spritz,  and  the  whole  thoroughly  washed  until  the  fil- 
trate measures  sixty  fluid-ounces.  This  causes  a  reprecipitation  of 
the  resinous  substance,  which  necessitates  the  refiltration  of  the  fil- 
trate. To  this  second  filtrate  twenty  fluid-ounces  of  glycerin  is  added, 
and  the  whole  well  mixed 

This  furnishes  an  extract  containing  in  each  pint  two  fluid-ounces 
less  of  glycerin  than  the  officinal  preparation,  limpid,  perfectly  trans- 
parent, and  one  that  can  be  mixed  with  syruj)  without  turbidity,  and 
in  this  respect  will,  I  doubt  not,  meet  the  approval  of  all  lovers  of 
elegant  pharmacy- 

Philadelphia,  Tenth  month  10th,  1873. 


EXTRACTUM  AURANTII  CORTICIS  FLUIDUM. 

By    iVluNROE    BOKD. 

Among  the  numerous  fluid  extracts  admitted  in  the  last  edition  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  arc  many  which  are  scarcely  if  ever  made  use  of,  and 
rarely  called  for  :  while  there  are  some,  though  not  officinal,  which! 
are  very  frequently  employed. 

Amongst  the  last-named  class  there  is  none  not  officinal  which  is 
more  universally  used  by  the  pharmaceutist  of  to-day  than  a  fluid 
extract  of  sweet  orange  peel. 

Owing  to  the  highly  aromatic  and  somewhat  tonic  properties  which 
the  rind  of  sweet  orange  possesses,  it  is  extensively  used  as  an  ingre- 
dient in  the  multiform  tonics  and  elixirs  which  are  in  vogue  and  so 
popular  at  the  present  time.i 

I  have  never,  as  yet,  seen  any  formula  published  for  its  prepara- 
tion, and  being  called  upon  quite  often  to  prepare  it,  I  have  used 
various  different  methods  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  best  way  and 
most  appropriate  menstruum. 

Having  obtained  a  formula  which  furnishes  a  very  satisfactory  pre- 
paration, and  which  I  consider  a  "  desideratum,"  I  present  it  to  the 
readers  of  the  Journal  of  Pharmacy. 
Take  of— 

Sweet  orange  peel  in  moderately  fine  powder,      .         ^  xvi. 

Glycerin,       .  .         ,  ,         .         .         .     fl.  oz.  iij. 

Alcohol, 

Water,  each  a  sufllicient  quantity. 
Mix  fourteen  fluid-ounces  of  alcohol  with  two  fluid-ounces  of  glycerin ;, 
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moisten  the  orange  pool  thoroughly  with  twelve  fluid-ounces  of  the 
mixture  in  a  large  wedgewood  mortar,  or  any  convenient  vessel,  and 
having  covered  it  carefully,  let  it  stand  fpr  twelve  hours  ;  then  pack 
moderately  firm  in  a  suitahle  percolator,  and  proceed  as  directed  in 
the  officinal  directions  for  preparing  fluid  extracts.  Finish  the  per- 
colation with  a  mixture  of  two  parts  of  alcohol  and  one  part  of  water  ; 
reserving  the  first  fourteen  fluid-ounces,  add  one  fluid-ounce  uf  gly- 
cerin to  the  remainder,  carefully  evaporate  to  two  fluid  ounces  and 
mix  with  the  reserved  portion. 

Fluid  extract  of  orange  prepared  in  this  manner  has  a  heavy  rich 
appearance,  is  permanent,  and  possesses  all  the  aroma  of  the  orange 
peel,  if  a  fresh  and  good  article  of  the  drug  has  been  employed. 

One  fluid-ounce  added  to  fifteen  fluid-ounces  of  simple  syrup  makes 
a  stronger  and  better  "  Syrupus  Aurantii  Corticis"  than  the  officinal. 
The  resulting  syrup  is  entirely  destitute  of  any  opaqueness,  and  its 
mode  of  preparation  less  troublesome  than  by  the  present  formula, 
which  is  somewhat  tedious. 

Four  fluidrachuis  of  the  fluid  extract  and  a  few  drops  of  solution 
of  citric  acid  mixed  with  one  pint;  of  syrup,  make  a  syrup  unsur- 
passed in  delicacy  of  flavor  and  unferuientable  for  use  at  the  mineral 
water  counter. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  20th,  1873. 


bittp:r  wine  of  iron. 

By  Chas.  L.  Mitchell. 
This  preparation,  so  much  in  demand  amongst  practitioners  at  the 
present  time,  is,  when  rightly  made,  a  most  elegant  tonic  and  stimulant. 
As  often  sold,  however,  it  is  of  an  inky  color  and  taste,  and  quite  re- 
pulsive to  the  patient.  Taking  advantage  of  the  property  which  the 
hydrated  se^uioxide  of  iron  possesses,  of  removing  the  tannic  acid 
from  the  diS"erent  vegetable  astringents  and  tonics,  I  have  succeeded 
in  making  a  preparation  which  is  handsome,  efficient,  and  pleasant  to 
the  taste.     The  formula  is  as  follows : 

Grd.  Cinchona  Calisaya,  .  .  .192  grs. 

"     Gentian  Root,     .  .  .  128    " 

Soluble  Citrate  Iron,  .  .  .     192    " 

Sherry  Wine,  .  .  .  13  f.  ozs. 

Brandy,     .  .  .  .  .  1     " 
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Alcohol,  .  .  .  .  1  11.  oz. 

Oil  Orange,  .  .  .  .12  minims. 

Sugar,  ....  2  ozs. 

Solution  Torsulphate  of  Iron,         .  .         2  f .  ozs. 

Water  of  Ammonia,     .  .  .  q.  s. 

Dissolve  the  oil  of  oraiige  in  the  alcohol,  and  mix  with  the  sherry 
^Yine  and  brandy.  With  this  menstruum  percolate  the  ground  drugs, 
recovering  15  f.  ozs.  tincture  by  pouring  on  water.  Dilute  the  iron 
solution  with  twice  its  bulk  of  water,  and  add  ammonia  until  in  slight 
excess.  Wash  the  precipitate  until  tiie  washings  are  tasteless,  and 
drain  thoroughly.  Mix  this  precipitate  witli  tlie  percolated  tincture, 
and  allow  to  stand,  shaking  frequently,  until  a  portion  filtered  off  has 
a  light  yellow  color  and  does  not  blacken  with  tincture  of  chloride  of 
iron.  Then  filter,  dissolve  the  citrate  of  iron  and  the  sugar,  and  bring 
up  the  measure  witli  a  little  water  to  16  f.  ozs. 

Each  fluidounce  contains  12  grs.  cinchona  calisaya,  8  grs.  gentian 
root,  and  12  gr.s.  of  soluble  citrate  iron. 


GLEANINGS  FROM  THE  EUROPP^AN  JOURNALS. 
By  the  Editor. 
Test  for  Solania  and  Solanidia. — Equal  volumes  of  concentrated 
sulphuric  acid  and  alcohol  are  mixed  ;  a  trace  of  solania  added  to  the 
warm  mixture  produces  a  rose-red,  larger  quantities  a  cherry-red 
color,  which  disappears  after  five  or  six  hours,  and  the  intiiisity  of 
which  is  not  affected  by  the  presence  of  even  large  quantities  of  mor- 
phia. 0.  Bach  regards  this  as  very  important,  since  in  following 
Stas'  process,  morphia  and  solania  are  the  only  alkaloids  which  are 
not  taken  up  by  ether  from  alkaline  or  acid  solutions.  The  solution 
of  much  solania  in  concentrated  nitric  acid  is  yellowish,  and  separates 
after  ten  hours  colorless  floccules,  without  acquiring  a  olue  color. — 
Journ.f.  Praht.  Chem.y  1873,  248. 

Note  on  the.  Ncader  Test. — J.  Alfred  Wanklyn. — In  the  course  of 
the  various  controversies  relating  to  the  water  process  frequent  men- 
tion bas  been  made  of  the  time  required  for  the  development  of  the 
Nessler  color.  According  to  some  experimenters,  a  few  minutes  suf- 
fice for  the  full  coloration  ;  according  to  others,  half  an  hour  or  more 
■is  necessary. 
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These  differences  have  their  origin  in  differences  in  the  quality  of 
the  Nessler  reagent.  I  have  known  two  Nessler  reagents  which^ 
although  in  the  course  of  hours  giving  the  same  depths  of  color  with 
the  same  quantity  of  ammonia,  required  very  different  times  for  the 
production  of  the  coloration.  One  sample  of  Nessler  reagent  gives 
its  maximum  of  color  almost  inmiediately,  and  another  sample  takes 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  an  hour  for  a  full  development. 

To  a  great  extent,  these  differences  depend  upon  whether  or  not 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate  has  been  added' 
to  the  finished  Nessler  reagents.  Whether  the  Nesslerising  takes  a 
couple  of  minutes,  or  whether  it  takes  an  hour,  is  a  matter  of  vital 
importance  to  those  persons  who  are  working  the  ammonia  process  of 
water  analysis ;  and  since  the  employment  of  the  ammonia  process 
has  become  almost  universal,  I  have  deemed  it  to  be  worth  while  to 
direct  attention  to  the  necessity  of  a  careful  preparation  of  the  Ness- 
ler reagent. — Chem.  Neivs  [Lond.\  J  dy  11,  187o. 

Falsifications  of  Albumen. — A.  Ilerburger. — Albumen  is  often 
adulterated  with  gum,  dextrin  and  starch.  To  detect  these  admix- 
tures. 30  grms.  of  the  sample  are  dissolved  i'"  lukewarm  water.  After 
some  time  the  mass  is  stirred.  If  the  lie  jid  contains  many  white- 
clots,  the  quality  is  inferior  ;  that  is,  a  notable  quantity  of  the  albu- 
men has  been  coagulated  by  the  employment  of  too  high  a  tempera- 
ture during  desiccation.  The  solution  is  mixed  with  acetic  acid,  and 
then  some  alcohol  is  added  to  the  decanted  acid  liquid.  If  gum  is 
present,  a  precipitate  is  formed.  If  starch  has  been  added,  it  Inay 
be  recognized  in  the  usual  manner  by  means  of  iodine.  If  the  albu- 
men contains  sugar,  it  is  easily  recognized  by  the  use  of  Fehling's 
test. — Ibid. 

Red  Ink. — Prof.  R.  Boettger  recommends  a  red  ink  which  is  not 
affected  by  powerful  chemical  agents.  The  ink  is  prepared  as  fol- 
lows :  Carmine  is  triturated,  in  a  porcelain  mortar,  with  a  little  solu- 
tion of  soluble  glass  ;  afterwards  more  of  this  solution  is  added,  until 
the  desired  shade  and  fluidity  has  been  attained.  The  ink  when  used 
dries  rapidly,  with  a  gloss,  and  when  not  in  use  should  be  protected 
from  contact  with  the  atmosphere  by  closing  the  vial  with  an  oiled 
cork.— Chem.  CentralbL,  1873,  Wo.  30. 

A  Remarkable  Reaction  of  Nitrobenzol. — Prof.  Merz  and  Dr.  Co- 
ray  observed  that,  on  heating  nitrobenzol  with  hydrate  of  potassium^ 
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a  vcrj  copious  evolution  of  iiilliimiiialjli>  pases  takts  place.  If  a  few 
cubic  coutimeters  of  nitrobenzol  are  heated  in  a  long  test-tube  with 
fiiiely  powdered  potassa,  the  volume  of  the  extricated  gases  is  suffi- 
cient to  produce,  on  ignition,  a  flame  twelve  to  eighteen  inches  high. 
—  Pharm.  Centralh.,  1873,  No.  39  from  Pohft.  Xotizhl 

Testing  Sulphate  of  Alum  inn  7)1. — This  salt  sometimes  contains  free 
sulphuric  acid,  which  can  be  ascertained  by  treating  the  salt  with  alco- 
hol, in  which  it  is  insoluble,  but  which  dissolves  the  uncombined  acid, 
acquiring  thereby  Jin  acid  reaction.  Pure  sulpb.ate  of  aluminum  im- 
parts to  decoction  of  logwood  a  dark  violet  color,  which  changes  to 
brown  in  the  presence  of  free  acid. — Ibid.,  from  Reim.  Fcirhcrzcitung. 

Red  Brown  Wash  for  Wood. — 1  lb.  of  sulphate  of  cojiper  is  dis- 
solved in  8  lbs.  of  water,  and  the  solution  applied  to  the  wood  with 
an  ordinary  brush  ;  this  is  to  be  followed  by  a  solution  of  |  lb.  fer- 
rocyauide  of  potassium  in  8  lbs.  of  water.  The  ferrocyanide  of  cop- 
per thus  deposited  upon  the  wood  fib--  -^  is  not  only  not  altered  by  at- 
mospheric influences,  but  it  tends  also  to  preserve  the  wood  from*  the 
growth  upon  it  of  moss,  lichens,  fun^i,  and  from  the  attacks  of  in- 
sects. The  color  may  be  darkened  or  lightened  by  increasing  or  de- 
creasing the  strength  of  the  solutions,  and  the  wash  will  be  more  per- 
manent if  the  wood  afterwards  receives  a  coat  of  boiled  linseed  oil 
or  varnish. — Ibid. 

An  Emulsion  of  Petroleum  with  Soapivort  Decoction  lias  been  pro- 
posed by  Jordery  to  lessen  its  inflammability  while  being  transported 
or  stored.  A  concentrated  decoction  of  soapwort  will,  by  constant 
stirring,  readily  emulsify  twenty  five  times  its  volume  of  petroleum, 
and  tliis  mixture  gradually  becomes  firmer  in  consistence.  In  this 
condition  petroleum  docs  not  readily  j)enettate  into  the  fissures  of  the 
barrels,  and  its  volatility  is  considerably  le.^^.sened.  The  addition  of 
a  f<?w  drops  of  carbolic  acid,  or  of  a  somewhat  largtr  quantity  of 
crystallizable  acetic  acid,  renders  the  mass  liquid  agai^ii  in  a  few  min- 
utes, and  the  petroleum  rises  clear  and  linijjid  to  the  surface  of  the 
aqueous  solution. 

In  a  report  to  the  Conseil  de  salubrite  de  la  Seine,  Mr.  Troost 
speaks  favorably  of  this  invention,  and  states  that  it  deserves  tho 
atteuiioii  of  ail  interested  in  the  sale  of  petroleum,  notwithstanding 
the    proces3   in    its   present  state  does  not  yet  appear  to  be  adapted 


■^"Nov.Trs7:r''"i         Administration  of  Castor  Oil.  487 

for  introduction  into  practice. — Tourn.  de  Pharm.  et  de  Ohim.,  1873, 
Ma>/,  3i8,  819. 

Pills  of  Oil  of  Turpentine. — Lachambre  has  modified  Dannecy's 
formula,  -.wn]  operates  as  follows:  20  grams  of  white  wax  are  fused 
together  with  8  grams  rectified  oil  of  turpentine ;  the  mixture  is 
poured  into  a  mortar,  and  after  cooling  mixed  with  'J  grams  of  pow- 
dered sugar;  the  mass  is  now  <livided  into  pills,  weighing  25  centi- 
grams, each  of  which  contains  5  centigrams  (f  grain)  of  oil  of  tur- 
pentine. The  addition  of  2  drops  of  oil  of  lemon  improves  the  odor. 
The  pills  are  rolled  in  powdered  starcli  and  preserved  in  well-stop- 
pered vials.— i^uV?.,  Se^yt.,  224. 


ON  THE  ADMINISTKATION  OP  CASTOR  OIL. 
By  E.  Gregory. 
Castor  Oil  is  indisputably  nauseous  and  unpleasant  to  take,  so 
much  so  that  some  patients  cannot  be  induced  to  swallow  it,  by  any 
device  or  on  any  consideration.  At  the  same  time  its  qualities  are 
such  that  in  some  disturbed  states  of  the  system  no  other  purgative 
can  be  substituted  with  safety.  On  this  account  a  great  deal  of 
ingenuity  has  been  exercised  in  endeavoring  to  devise  means  by 
which  the  dose  may  be  swallo.wed  without  tasting  it.  So  far  as  I 
know,  success  in  this  attempt  has  been  only  partial,  and  I  fear  the 
difficulties  in  the  way  are  too  great  to  be  entirely  overcome.  Eff'orts 
seem  to  have  been  made  in  throe  directions  :  first,  to  enclose  the  oil 
in  a  tasteless  envelope,  such  as  the  hard  and  soft  castor  oil  capsules. 
To  these  there  seem  to  be  two  objections.  One,  from  the  number  of 
<;apsules  necessary  to  be  taken  for  a  purgative  dose  ;  the  other  from 
the  fact  that  most  of  the  maker.-,  in  their  efforts  to  reduce  the  size 
of  the  dose,  have  been  tempte  1  to  add  a  foreign  ingredient,  such  as 
podophyllin,  or  croton  oil,  both  of  which  are  of  so  drastic  a  nature  as 
to  make  it  unwise  to  give  them  to  a  delicate  patient.  The  second 
class  of  efforts  have  been  made  principally  by  medical  men  and 
nurses,  and  have  consisted  in  floating  the  oil  on  some  vehicle,  such  as 
tea,  coffee,  punch,  wine,  beer,  etc.,  etc.  The  result  is  that  the  patient, 
in  spite  of  the  most  careful  management,  finds  some  of  the  oil  stick- 
ing to  his  mouth,  and  sinks  back  in  the  bed  with  the  conviction  im- 
pressed on  his  mind  that  oil  is  abominable  stuff.  The  most  successful 
yehicle  of  this  kind  that  has  come  under  my  observation  is  flax-seed 
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tea,  well  sweetened  and  flavored  with  any  agreeable  aromatic.  If  the 
oil  be  floated  on  this,  and  before  the  dose  is  taken,  the  lungs  be  tho- 
roughly exhausted,  so  that  the  whole  can  be  drunk  with  a  deep  inspi- 
ration, the  taste  is  very  little  noticed.  The  third  direction  in  whichi 
inventors  have  exercised  their  ingenuity  in  endeavoring  to  cover  up 
and  disguise  the  unwelcome  flavor  is  by  adding  various  ingredients  to- 
the  oil,  and  by  making  it  into  an  emulsion.  Of  this  class  are  Cop- 
land's Sweet  Castor  Oil,  which  answers  admirably  for  children,  but 
for  adults  has  the  disadvantage  of  retaining  its  natural  appearance, 
and  of  being  much  too  thick  and  clammy  for  reasonably  pleasant  use. 
Wilson's  Castor  Oil  Emulsion  has  the  taste  well  disguised,  and  has  a 
little  less  of  the  clamminess,  but  is  open  to  the  objection  of  being  too 
thick,  and  there  is  just  the  suspicion  in  ray  mind  that  the  strength 
may  have  been  fortified  by  the  addition  of  some  more  powerful  pur- 
gative. 

In  the  May  number,  p.  357,  of  the  .Jouknal  is  an  article  by  Mr. 
Herbert  G.  Rogerson,*  in  which  he  gives  a  formula  adapted  to  emulsi- 
fy most  oils  and  balsams.  It  certainly  makes  a  very  nice  looking 
preparation,  having  a  white  pearly  lustre,  and  with  the  taste  and 
smell  of  the  active  ingredient  very  well  disguised.  But  it  is  too  thick 
and  must  be  gulphed  down. 

For  some  twelve  or  fourteen  years  past  I  have  used  the  following 
formula  for  a  Castor  Oil  draught  which  h*as  proved  very  acceptable  to 
adults  who  eould  not  get  down  the  pure  oil.     For  children  it  does  not 
answer  so  well,  the  dose  of  necessity  being  double  that  of  the  oil : 
li.     01.  Ricini,  oj. 

Mucil.  Acaciae,  ."^ij. 
Shake  well  together,  then  add 
Syr.  Simp.  3ij. 
Shake  again,  then  flavor  with  Spts.  Menthne  Pip.,  or  according  to  taste,, 
and  make  up  two  ounces  with  water.      Tliis  mixture  can  scarcely   be 
called  an  emulsion,  but  it  mixes  well  <m  vigorous  shaking.     The  taste 
is  well  disguised;    it  is  thin  enough  to  be  easily  taken  from  a  wine- 
glass, and  it  leaves  no  oil  sticking  round  the  mouth.     I  have  lately: 
obtained  still  better  results  from  the  following  formula  : 
li.     01.  Ricini,  .sj. 
"  Anisi,  gtt  X. 
Chloroform,  gtt  x. 

•  Aiuurican  Journal  of  I'liurmacy,  April,  1873,  p.  174. 
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Shake  well  together,  then  add 

Mucil.  Acacite,  .^ss. 
Shake  well  and  make  up  to  2  ozs.  with  water.    I  know  not  whether 
this  may  be  considered  an  infringement  on  j\[r.  Copland's  patent,  but 
it  is  a  very  nice  looking  and  palatable  preparation,  and  does  not  sep- 
arate so  speedily  as  the  last. — Pfiarm.  Journ.  (Canadian)  Sept.,  1873. 
Lindsay,  July  '25th. 


ON  A  CURIOUS  REACTION  OF  BENZOIC,  SALICYLIC,  AND  HIP- 

PURIC  ACIDS. 
By  T.  L.  Puii-sox,  Ph.D.,  F.C.S. 

When  benzoic  acid  and  glucose,  in  the  proportions  of  about  3 
equivs.  of  the  former  to  1  equiv.  of  the  latter,  are  mixed  "vvith  a  large 
excess  of  monohydrated  sulphuric  acid,  and  the  mi;cture  is  slightly 
warmed,  a  fine  blood-red  color  is  developed,  very  similar  to  that  pro- 
duced when  salicin  or  willow-bark  are  touched  with  concentrated  sul- 
phuric acid.  After  a  while  the  mixture  becomes  brown,  and  then 
blackens.  Benzoic  acid  alone  does  not  produce  this  reaction.  It 
matters  little  whether  the  glucose  is  artificial  or  natural. 

Salicylic  acid,  with  glucose,  treated  in  the  same  manner,  presents 
the  same  reaction  in  a  still  more  decided  manner. 

Hippuric  acid,  with  glucose  and  sulphuric  acid,  gives  first  a  clear 
brown  mixture,  in  which  also  the  blood-red  color  soon  developes  itself; 
then  the  whole  mass  becomes  black,  and  evolves  a  large  quantity  of 
an  odorless  and  colorless  gas.  This  gas  is  not  absorbed  by  water  nor 
by  potash,  and  is  inflammable,  burning  with  a  blue  flame  ;  I  conclude 
that  it  is  chiefly  oxide  of  carbon.  As  the  reaction  continues  from 
this  time,  after  the  source  of  heat  is  withdrawn,  the  mixture  soon  be- 
comes very  hot,  and  then  sulphurous  acid  is  given  off"  also. — Ohem^ 
News,  Lond.,  July  11,  1873. 


A   PROPOSITION  FOR  A  SIGN  TO  BR  USED    BY  MEDICAL  MEN 

TO  MARK  UNUSUAL  DOSES  IN   PRESCRIPTIONS.* 

By  R.  IIampson. 

In   proposing  a  sign,  for  the  adoption  of  medical  men,  to  denote 

with  unerring  significance  the  prescribing  of   unusual   doses,  I   feel 

that  I  may  almost  be  open  to  the  charge  of  trespassing  upon  medical 

ground,  and  I  must  admit  that  a   proposal  of  this   kind  would   have 

*  Read  before  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  Sept.  I6th. 
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couie  with  greater  piopritty  truiii  ijiciiical  men  themselves.  1  believe, 
however,  in  tlie  light  of  u  recent  painful  event,  that  tiie  time  has  ar- 
rived when  the  adoption  ot  a  distinctive  sign  will  be  welcomed  both 
bj  the  prescriber  and  the  dispenser. 

The  interests  of  pharmaceutists  are  in  a  great  measure  su  identical 
and  So  intimately  bound  up  with  the  physician's  interest  in  his  piv- 
tients'  welfare,  that  the  adoption  of  a  sign,  if  recommended  by  this 
Conterence,  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  received  by  the  medical  profes- 
sion with  proper  consideration  and  respect. 

An  unusual  dose  1  define  as  a  dose  in  excess  of  the  maximum  adult 
dose  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  or  a  dose  exceeding  that  commonly  ad- 
ministered. 

Our  experience  as  dispensers  of  medicines  will  have  fully  proved  to 
us  that  the  marking  of  unusual  doses  would  bo  accepted  as  a  long  de- 
sired boon  by  all  coneerned. 

The  prescriber,  in  employing  an  accepted  f<ign,  of  easy  recognition, 
would  be  assured  by  its  use  that  it  would  remove  all  hesitation  and 
questioning  doubt  from  the  mind  of  the  dispenser,  and  that  it  would 
ensure  for  his  patients  the  receiving  of  the  prescribed  medicines  with- 
out needless  delay — which  delay,  in  some  cases,  may  mean  loss  of  life 
or  the  suffering  of  unnecessary  pain  and  watchfulness. 

The  pharmaceutist,  whose  occupation  it  would  be  to  dispense  the 
duly  marked  doses,  would  greet  these  unmistakeable  signs  with  gen- 
uine pleasure  and  relief,  and  their  use  would  save  him  considerable 
anxiety,  as  well  as  the  loss  of  much  time  and  the  inconvenience  so 
often  caused  in  seeking  out  the  prescrib'M-s  real  intentions. 

1  shall  not  take  up  time  in  citing  casts  which  have  occurred  to  mo 
individually,  or  in  alluding  to  any  brought  under  ray  notice,  to  prove 
that  the  use  of  a  sign  is  imperatively  demanded  by  the  exigencies  of 
the  case.  Every  one  present  whose  vocation  it  is  to  dispense  prescrip- 
tions will  call  to  mind  frequent  instances  when  an  indicating  sign  to 
mark  the  unu-^ual  doses  would  hav»  saved  considerable  time,  trouble, 
and  vexation. 

It  is  certainly  very  remarkable  that,  in  this  country  of  practical 
expedients,  a  rule  of  this  kind  should  not  years  ago  have  been  in  use. 

In  Germany  and  Austria,  where  many  things  are  arranged  by  the 
ritrong  hands  of  the  stale,  a  clearly  defined  rule,  of  a  too  arbitrary 
character  for  adoption  here,  set  forth  in  the  pharmacopoeias  of  those 
countries,  has  been  employed  for  some  time,  and  this  fact  is  presump- 


■^Nov.'T.mr''}    --i  *^'<///'  ^<>  ^«^^'''  UauHual  Do'^es,  etc.  491 

tive  evidence  that  a  rule,  or  nithor  u  sign,  of  some  kind  is  required  in 
this  country. 

It  is  follv  to  .^uppcse,  us  averred,  that  wo  can  have  any  conceivablo 
interest  in  ''  limiting  medical  practice,"  or  in  any  way  passing  a  shade 
of  criticism  upon  it.  Our  interest  is  almost  nccessai  ily  in  a  contrary 
direction,  and  our  duty  is  obviously  clear  and  well  defined.  It  is 
simply  to  provide  with  perfect  integrity  the  medicines  prescribed;  but 
I  certainly  think  we  are  entitled  to  have  them  prescribed  as  plainly 
and  as  legibly  as  possible  ;  and  when  an  unusual  dose  is  required  it 
is  only  reasonable  to  request  that  it  shall  be  so  described  and  signally 
marked  that  there  shall  be  no  room  for  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  dis- 
penser that  the  dose  is  really  intended,  and  not  w/s-prescribed. 

If  doubt  should  exist  as  to  whether  a  prescribed  dose  is  intended, 
it  is  the  dispenser's  acknowledged  duty  to  communicate  speedily  with 
the  prescriber  to  ascertain  his  intentions. 

We  must  not,  however,  let  it  be  supposed  that  a  pharmaceutist  is 
not  at  liberty  to  decline  to  dispense  a  prescription  in  which  an  unu- 
sual dose  of  a  remarkable  character  is  prescribed. 

My  experience  includes  the  dispensing  of  some  very  unusual  doses, 
and  I  cannot  forget  the  grave  sense  of  personal  responsibility  dwell- 
ing in  my  mind  whilst  dispensing  these  particular  pi-escriptions. 

If  we  feel  the  responsibility  too  oppressive,  we  ought  to  consider 
ourselves  fully  at  liberty  to  decline  to  dispense  prescriptions  of  this 
exceptional  character.  I  am  sure  we  should  never  lightly  exercise 
this  undoubted  right  of  refusal,  or  in  any  way  forget  to  show,  on  such, 
occasions,  a  proper  and  due  regard  for  the  delicate  professional  posi- 
tion of  the  prescriber. 

As  the  object  we  have  in  view  is  of  more  importance  to  medical 
men  than  to  pharmriceutists.  I  trust  the  medical  profession  will  give 
their  willing  and  necessary  aid  in  bringing  about  the  general  adoption 
of  a  sign  to  mark  unusual  doses.  ^Ve  may,  I  hope,  also  look  with 
confidence  to  tin;  medical  journals  to  endorse  our  tffurts  to  establish 
the  use  of  that  sign  which  may  be  considered  to  he  the  best  suited  for 
the  purpose  intended. 

In  Germany  and  xVustria  a  point  of  exclamation  is  used  to  denote 
an  unusual  dose ;  thus — 

Tincturje  Digitalis, oiv  ! 

This  is  an  excellent  sign,  and  might  answer  the  purpose  in  this  coun- 
try, but  I  am  strongly  disposed  to  think  the  use  of  the  initial  letters 
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of  the  prcscriber's  nauu'  is  the  best  and  most  apprcipriato  sign  to  be 
employed. 

It  is  a  custom  in  England  to  use  the  initial  letters  of  a  signature 
when  a  deed  is  altered  to  denote  agreement  or  acquiescence,  and  there 
would  be  a  legal  value  attached  to  the  initial  letters  written  by  the 
prescribcr,  and  they  would  be  useful  to  compare  with  the  actual  sig- 
nature, if  a  dispute  at  any  time  arose  concerning  a  prescription  tO' 
which  they  were  attached. 

The  sign  I  offer  for  your  acceptance  is  therefore  the  prcscriber's 
initials  in  brackets,  written  immediately  after  the  unusual  dose; 
thus — 

Tinctur;e  Digitalis,     .     .     .     oiv.  [J.K.L.] 

It  would  also  be  of  inestimable  advantage  if  the  name  and  address 
of  the  prescriber  were  printed  or  written  upon  everi/  prescription. 

In  the  United  States  this  is  invariably  done.      (?  Edit.  Am.  J.  Ph.) 

The  loss  of  much  valuable  time  would  be  obviated  if  the  latter  sug- 
gestion became  the  rule. 

The  prescriber's  initials,  which  may  be  known  only  to  a  few  phar- 
maceutists, are  not  sufficient  to  denote  proper  authenticity,  and  the 
full  name  and  address  also  afford  protection  to  the  prescriber  and 
dispenser  alike. 

I  hope  this  Conference  will  not  only  fully  deliberate  upon  this  im- 
portant question,  but  will  decide  unanimoush/  upon  the  si^^n  to  be 
suggested  to  the  medical  profession  for  their  adoption,  and  it  is  equal- 
ly desirable  that  a  resolution  embodying  your  decision  be  carried  and 
duly  published. — Pharm.  Journ.  and  Trans.,  Sept.  27,  1873. 


PRELIMINARY  NOTICE  OF  A  NEW  KIND  OF  PLASTER. 
By  L.  E.  Sua  Ki- 
lt is  an  uncommon  practice  among  physicians  to  order  an  aqueous 
compound  and  an  oily  substance  together  in  the  form  of  a  plaster. 
Commonly  this  case  could  be  managed  without  producing  serious  com- 
plications, but  when  the  mixture  is  to  be  applied  upon  another  plas- 
ter, previously  spread,  then  the  skill  of  the  dispenser  is  unduly  taxed. 
Sometimes  such  directions  could  not  be  carried  out  by  common  means, 
and,  therefore,  it  becomes  optional  with  the  compounder  to  change 
tl^e  character  cf  the  ingredients,  or  their  j.roportion  and  quantity,  as 
prescribed,  or  make  additions  which  will  afford  the  necessary  consist- 
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€ncy ;  or  in  the  event  of  non-compliance  with  the  indications,  fail  in 
the  attempt,  and,  without  really  good  cause,  sacrifice  his  reputation. 

When  the  prescription  is  impossible,  according  to  its  letter,  a  con- 
scientious pharmacist  will  always  reserve  to  himself  the  necessary 
license  to  construe  and  execute  it  according  to  the  spirit,  as  prompted 
by  the  occasion,  an  action  justified  by  common  reason,  and  conceded 
by  the  interests  of  both  professions ;  and  hence  an  operator  deficient 
in  this  amount  of  judgment  and  application  is  unqualified  to  serve  at 
the  dispensing  counter. 

The  physician  desiring  a  certain  combination,  writes  for  a  number 
of  ingredients,  in  the  proportion  desired  ;  but  being  himself  no  phar- 
macist, therefore  utterly  unskilled  in  this  art,  and  consequently  ex- 
pects that  the  operator,  with  the  proper  capacity,  will  elaborate  the 
requested,  according  to  the  art  of  pharmacy,  and  the  essence  of  the 
order. 

This,  however,  does  not  imply  uncalled-for  substitutions  or  merce- 
nary interference  with  the  quantities  of  expensive  ingredients,  neither 
does  it  confer  the  privilege  of  dispensing  pills  for  powders,  or  liquid 
mixtures  in  the  place  of  these,  nor  does  it  justify  the  dispensing  of  a 
greater  quantity  of  medicine  than  the  physician  directs. 

Utteily  impossible  combinations  or  dangerous  mixtures  or  dos6s 
are  of  course,  from  prima  facie  evidence,  referred  to  their  author  for 
correction  or  revision.  A  thoroughly  competent  pharmacist  will 
never  constitute  himself  the  umpire  in  regard  to  the  pathological 
merits  of  any  case  as  appears  from  a  prescription  ;  a  doubt  in  this 
regard  does  not  find  elucidation  within  the  confines  of  the  pharmacal 
art. 

Now,  however,  if  it  is  ordered  to  apply  to  the  square  inch  of  sur- 
face of  a  plaster  of  s.ome  particular  kind,  previously  spread,  an  addi- 
tional quantity  of  5  to  10  grains  each  of  some  solid  extract  and  some 
fixed  or  volatile  oil,  then  it  requires  the  intervention  of  another 
agency  which  will  harmonize  these  extremely  heterogeneous  ele- 
ments. The  solid  extract  must  necessarily  first  be  softened  with  a 
small  proportion  of  water ;  it  will  even  then  adhere  only  with  diffi- 
culty to  the  plaster,  but  much  more  so  after  the  addition  of  the  oily 
substance,  which  produces  a  mixture  that  in  most  cases  instantly  sep- 
arates when  in  a  state  of  rest,  and  possesses  no  adhesiveness  what- 
ever. More  oil  or  more  extract  would  avail  nothing,  neither  would 
a  more  solid  fatty  ingredient  be  of  much  consequence,  but  the  incor- 
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poration  of  a  moderate  ([uantity  of  powdered  tvngacanth  affords  the 
desired  and  required  assistance  bj  which  the  mixture  can  be  made  to 
assume  an  adhesive,  compact  and  uniform  character,  and  thus  be 
easily  applied  upon  the  plnster,  which  by  aid  of  its  exposed  margin, 
will  stick  firmly  and  si  curdy  to  the  position  in  which  it  is  jilaced  on 
the  skin. 

Other  plasters  can  he  produie<l  by  the  aid  of  powdered  tragacanth, 
whereby  large  quantities  of  oil  or  extract  can  be  employed,  when 
spread  upon  sheets,  with  an  adhesive  ranrgin.  In  every  case,  the 
extract  is  first  liquefied  with  water  and  a  small  proportion  of  gly- 
cerin, the  oily  substance  added,  then  thickened  with  powdered  tra- 
gacanth, and  nnnlly  spread  upon  any  desirable  base,  with  an  adhe- 
sive margin. —  The  Pharmacist,  August,  1873. 


ON  THE  PRESERVATION  OF  FOOD. 

Bv   S.  P.  SllARPLES,  S.  B. 

One  of  the  surest  signs  of  advance  in  civilization  is  the  increased! 
attention  that  is  being  paid  to  the  subject  of  furnishing  improved 
articles  of  food  for  the  masses,  at  such  a  rate  and  in  such  quantities 
that  the  use  of  fresh  fruit  and  vegetables  out  of  season  is  no  longer 
confined  to  the  tables  of  the  wealthy.  One  of  the  earliest  efibrts  of 
man,  when  emerging  from  the  primitive  savage  state,  is  to  provide 
food  for  the  mf)rrow,  for  so  long  as  he  is  dependent  on  die  daily  chase 
for  his  means  of  sust  nance  he  can  make  but  little  pro;^ress,  and, 
moreover,  the  tribes  who  live  from  hand  to  mouth  lead  but  a  preca- 
rious existenc'.' — feasting  to-day  and  starving  to-morrow. 

One  of  th"  earliest  methods  of  preserving  food  is  by  simply  dr3'ing 
it,  either  in  the  open  air  or  by  aid  of  the  smoke  of  a  smoldering  nre. 
This  latter  method  furnishes  a  curious  instance  of  the  way  that  sci- 
ence is  so  often  anticipated  in  her  methods  by  those  who  know  noth- 
ing of  her  principles.  The  creasote  of  the  smoke  acts  as  the  preser- 
vative. Carbolic  acid,  a  nearly  allied  substance,  is  recognized  to-day 
as  one  of  our  best  preservative  agents,  although  creasote  still  holds 
its  own.  The  objections  to  drying  meats  are  that  the  flesh  is  ren- 
dered more  or  less  unpalatable,  and,  unless  it  receives  some  previous 
treatment,  is  apt  to  putrefy  somewhat  in  the  operation.  The  most 
common  method  of  treatment  employed  is  to  either  soak  it  in  a  strong 
solution  of  common  salt,  or  to  rub  it  with  a  mixture  of  common  salt^ 
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saltpetre,  and  sugar  or  molasses,  this  last  being  the  method  by  which 
the  well-known  sugar-cured  hams  of  the  West  are  prepared.  The 
use  of  salt  and  other  chemicals  is  objectionable,  from  the  fact  that 
they  more  or  less  impair  the  original  flavor  of  the  meat,  and  if  the 
provisions  prepared  in  this  way  are  indulged  in  for  a  length  of  time 
they  are  apt  to  produce  disease.  The  action  of  salt  has  never  been 
thoroughly  explained  ;  salt  and  sugar  are  supposed  by  some  to  owe 
their  preservative  effects  to  tho  fact  that  they  abstract  water  from 
the  article  to  be  prpserved ;  others  claim  that  salt  acts  by  coagulating 
the  albuminoid  bodies  which  give  rise  to  puti'cfaction  ;  while  still  a 
third  class,  including  most  of  the  prominent  investigators  in  this 
line  of  research,  allege  that  salt,  carbolic  acid,  creasote  and  similar 
articles  act  as  a  poison  to  infusoria  and  thus  prevent  the  commence- 
ment of  decay. 

Shortly  after  the  discovery  of  oxygen,  it  was  observed  that  if  oxy- 
gen in  a  free  state  was  completely  excluded  from  animal  or  vegetable 
matter,  th(\y  might  be  preserved  for  an  indefinite  length  of  time. 
This  fact,  like  many  others,  had  been  used  blindly  and  imperfectly  for 
ages.  The  bodie;  of  men  and  animals  had  been  preserved  in  cloths 
saturated  with  pitch  and  rosins,  and  the  great  were  buried  in  leaden 
coffins,  hermetically  sealed.  But  no  practical  use  of  this  fact  seems 
to  have  been  made  until  the  year  1807,  when  a  patent  was  granted  in 
England  for  pouring  a  hot  solution  of  gelatin  or  meat  extract  over 
the  meat,  so  as  to  completely  exclude  the  air.  This  has  since  been  a 
favorite  method  with  inventors,  who  have  endeavored  to  preserve 
meats  by  covering  them  with  various  imperviou'i  substances,  but  they 
have  not  generallv  proved  very  successful,  it  being  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  keep  such  coverings  intact. 

The  patent  which  may  be  said  to  have  givon  rise  to  the  modern 
industry  of  packing  meat  and  vegetables  in  air-tight  cans  was  one 
granted  in  England  to  Peter  Durand,  in  August,  1810.  The  main 
points  of  this  j)atent  are  as  follows  : 

First. — Preserving  animal  food,  vegetable  food  and  other  perishable  articles 
a  long  time  from  perishing  and  becoming  useless,  by  excluding  all  communica- 
tion with  the  external  air.  The  articles  are  enclosed  in  bottles,  or  other  vessels 
of  glass,  pottery,  tin.  or  other  metals  or  fit  materials,  and  they  are  closed  by 
the  usual  methods  of  corking,  soldering,  luting  or  cementing.  Further,  making 
nse  of  vessels  with  stoppers  fitted  or  ground  with  emery,  or  screw  caps,  with 
or  without  a  ring  of  leather  or  other  soft  material  between  the  faces  of  closure, 
or  with  covers  of  cloth,  leather,  parchmeot.  bladder  and  the  like. 
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Second. — Immersing  the  vessels  which  have  been  thus  charged — and  well 
closed — completely  in  cold  water,  gradually  heating  to  boiling,  and  continuing 
the  boiling  for  a  certain  time.  Vegetable  substances  to  be  put  into  the  vessels 
in  a  raw  and  orude  state,  and  animal  substances  to  be  partly  or  half  cooked, 
although  these  may  be  put  in  raw. 

Lastly. — Although  the  application  of  the  water-bath  as  described  is  prefer- 
red, an  oven  or  a  stove  or  a  steam-bath  may  be  used,  and  also  the  aperture,  or 
a.  small  portion  thereof,  may  be  left  open,  and  is  closed  when  the  effect  of  heat 
has  taken  place. 

This  is  the  wholu  art  of  canning  fruits  as  practiced  to-day,  although 
experience  has  suggested  certain  modifications.  Numerous  patents 
have  since  been  granted,  both  in  England  and  in  this  country,  for 
details  of  the  process,  such  as  using  a  bath  of  chloride  of  calcium 
in  place  of  pure  water,  as  by  this  means  a  much  higher  temperature 
can  be  obtained.  Another  patent  is  a  modification  of  the  last  clause 
of  the  above ;  the  cans  are  first  closed  completely  and  then  a  small 
hole  is  punched  in  the  cover  to  allow  the  heated  air  and  steam  to 
escape  ;  this  is  afterwards  closed  by  soldering.  Various  modifications 
of  the  vessels  above  described,  such  as  peculiar  methods  of  construct- 
ing the  mouths,  using  rubber  in  place  of  leather,  and  using  clamps  in 
place  of  the  screw  cap,  are  also  found  on  the  records  ;  but  in  all  essen- 
tial particulars  the  old  patent  remains  unchanged. 

A  great  deal  of  interest  has  been  recently  excited  by  a  decision  of 
Judge  Clifford,  of  the  U.  S.  Court,  in  the  case  of  a  patent  granted  to 
Isaac  Winslow  for  preserving  green  corn.  In  the  course  of  this  trial 
the  processes  now  used  were  pretty  fully  explained,  as  follows  :  The 
corn,  or  other  vegetable,  is  gathered  in  as  fresh  a  state  as  possible, 
and  is  prepared  by  removing  all  refuse  or  imperfect  parts,  and  such 
parts  as  would  add  to  the  bulk  of  the  finished  product,  without  in- 
creasing its  value,  as  the  hulls  of  peas  and  beans  and  the  cores  of  the 
corn.  The  prepared  articles  are  placed  upon  coolers,  which  are  sur- 
rounded by  ice  water  until  wanted  for  use.  The  utmost  car*  must 
be  used  in  this  preliminary  procet^s  to  avoid  any  mixture  of  immature, 
over-ripe  or  defect! vi-  specimens,  as  a  few  such  will  spoil  the  lot.  The 
cans  are  filled  with  the  vegetables  as  quickly  as  possible  and  are  her- 
metically sealed  by  soldering  on  the  covers.  Tin  is  almost  exclu- 
sively used  for  packing,  at  present,  as  great  loss  is  incurred  from 
breakage  when  glass  is  employed.  The  tins  are,  moreover,  much 
easier  to  make  and  keep  tight  than  is  the  case  with  glass  jars.  The 
cans  arc  then  placed  in  the  bath,  and  heated  from  one-half  of  an  hour 
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to  four  hours,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  article — if  it  is  compa- 
ratively dry,  as  peas,  beans  or  corn,  it  takes  much  longer  heating  than 
if  juicy,  like  tomatoes,  the  latter  being  one  of  the  easiest  articles  to 
preserve.  In  some  cases  a  small  hole  is  punched  in  the  lid  previous 
to  heating ;  this  is  left  open  until  the  steam  escapes  freely,  and  is 
then  sealed;  others  do  not  punch  this  hole  until  after  the  can  has 
been  heated  for  some  time,  and  still  others  do  not  consider  it  neces- 
sary to  vent  the  can  at  all.  The  advantage  of  venting  the  can  when 
it  is  first  placed  in  the  bath,  and  allowing  it  to  remain  open  until  the 
steam  issues  freely,  are  several.  In  the  first  place,  the  air  is  com- 
pletely removed  before  it  has  had  time  to  act  upon  the  fruit.  If 
sealed  first  and  vented  after  it  is  hot,  the  confined  air  tends  to  burst 
the  can,  and  also  acts  upon  the  flavoring  matter  of  the  vegetables,  and 
tends  to  make  it  somewhat  stale.  But  the  greatest  advantage  of 
venting  is  the  fact  that  a  can  vented  and  sealed  when  hot  partially 
-collapses  as  it  cools,  and  the  heads  sink  in ;  so  long  as  the  can  is  in 
good  condition  the  heads  remain  concave,  but  if  by  any  accident  it 
commences  to  ferment  the  heads  at  once  swell  out,  and  it  becomes 
what  is  known  in  the  trade  as  a  "swell  head." 

Meats,  from  their  greater  susceptibility  to  change  and  decay,  are 
much  harder  to  preserve,  and  recourse  is  generally  had  to  some  chem- 
ical agent.  The  most  common  of  these  are  the  alkaline  or  earthy- 
alkaline  sulphites.  These  are  added  in  a  minute  proportion  to  the 
contents  of  the  can  before  sealing,  and  serve  either  to  destroy  what 
little  free  oxygen  remains  in  the  can,  by  combining  with  it,  or,  what 
is  more  probable,  act  as  poisons  to  infusoria. 

Some  persons  have  conceived  the  idea  that  canned  goods  are  not 
healthy,  and  much  diflBculty  has  been  experienced  in  introducing  can- 
ned Australian  and  South  American  meats  among  the  working  classes 
in  England,  from  their  being  prejudiced  against  articles  that  they 
could  not  inspect  before  buying.  This  prejudice  is,  we  are  happy  to 
say,  rapidly  dying  out.  The  State  Board  of  Health  of  Massachusetts 
made  some  elaborate  investigations  upon  the  subject  of  the  contami- 
nation of  such  articles  by  lead,  tin  or  copper  from  the  cans.  These 
were  a  complete  failure  so  far  as  proving  any  injurious  quantities  of 
these  metals  to  be  present. 

The  length  of  time  which  articles  thus  sealed  may  be  preserved  is 
still  unknown,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  they  will  be  kept 
perfectly   until  the   cans   are   destroyed  by  external  agencies.      Dr. 
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Letheby  exhibited,  at  a  lecture  before  the  Society  for  the  Encourage- 
ment of  Art,  cans  of  mutton  which  had  been  packed  forty-four  years 
before,  and  had  been  exposed  for  some  years  during  summer  and  win- 
ter to  an  Arctic  climate.  They  were  still  in  a  good  state  of  preser- 
vation. 

The  business  of  canning  goods  received  its  first  impetus  from  the 
necessity  of  supplying  Arctic  and  other  voyagers  with  palatable  food  ; 
when  it  was  found  that  this  could  be  done  with  ease  and  profit  the 
trade  was  soon  extended,  and  it  has  now  become  one  of  the  leading 
industries.  The  amount  of  capital  invested  is  very  great,  and,  con- 
trary to  general  opinion,  the  profits  are  but  small. 

While  the  general  process  of  canning  is  free  to  all,  there  is  scarcely 
a  packer  but  who  has,  or  imagines  he  has,  some  special  secret  by 
which  he  is  enabled  to  put  up  either  a  better  or  cheaper  article  than 
any  one  else.  The  business  requires  considerable  experience  to  carry 
it  on  successfully,  and  considerable  cash  capital,  as  labor  and  materials 
must  all  be  paid  for  with  cash,  and  returns  are  often  slow,  a  heavy 
stock  having  at  times  to  be  carried  over. 

The  number  of  cans  of  peaches  packed  last  year  approximated 
about  twelve  million,  tomatoes  eighteen  million,  and  corn  from  six  to 
eight  million.  The  headquarters  of  peach  canning  are  in  Maryland 
and  Delaware,  more  than  half  the  peach-packing  firms  hailing  from 
Baltimore  alone.  Large  quantities  of  oysters  are  also  put  up  along 
the  Chesapeake.  Tomatoes  come  chiefly  from  New  Jersey,  although 
many  are  packed  in  Baltimore,  New  York,  and  in  the  Eastern  States. 
The  best  corn  comes  from  Maine,  where  are  also  situated  the  largest 
lobster  establishments. — Journ.  of  Ajjp.  Ohem.,  Aug.y  1873. 


OW   THE  PREPARATION   AND  COATING  OF  IODIDE  OF  IRON 

PILLS.* 
By  Mr.  Maones-Lahkns. 

The  conditions  which  assure  the  best  preparation  and  conservation 
of  the  iodide  of  iron  pills,  are  as  follows  : 

1.  For  the  preparation  of  iodide  of  iron,  to  be  used  for  pills,  em- 
ploy very  little  water,  so  that  a  pill  mass  of  good  consistence  may  be 
obtained  with  very  little  evaporation. 

2.  Avoid  the  filtration  of  the  solution  of  iodide  of  iron  ;  it  alters 
the  salt,  and  a  portion  of  it  is  lost  by  being  retained  in  the  filter. 

•Translated  from  Journ.  de  Pharm.  et  de  Ohim.,  1873,  Oct.,  p.  328—330. 
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3.  Take  a  sufficient  quantity  of  iron,  so  tliat  a  small  quantity  of  it 
will  remain  in  excess  after  the  complete  saturation  of  the  iodine ; 
this  excess  of  iron  prevents  the  alteration  of  the  iodide,  during  the 
preparation  as  well  as  while  keeping  the  pills. 

4.  Substitute  a  mixture  of  gum  and  sugar  for  the  honey,  which 
presents  the  triple  inconvenience  of  being  acid,  of  rendering  the  exact 
formation  of  the  pill  mass  rather  difficult  owing  to  the  water,  which  it 
contains  in  great  abundance,  and  of  being  very  hygrometic  when  con- 
centrated. 

5.  Use  gum  arabic  in  preference  to  gum  tragacanth,  because  it 
gives  a  mass  less  elastic,  more  homogeneous  and  dissolving  better  and 
quicker  in  the  stomach. 

6.  Use  an  iron  dish  instead  of  glass  or  porcelain  vessels. 

7.  Operate  at  a  temperature  of  50°  to  60°  C.  (122°  to  140°  F.) 
These  rules  form  the  basis  of  the  formula,  and  of  the  mode  of  opera- 
tion, which  is  as  follows  : 

Take  of— 

Pure  iodine,  ....  4-10  grams. 

Powdered  iron,  ....  1'90     " 

Powdered  sugar,       ....  2*50     " 

Powdered  gum  arabic,     .  .  .  2'50     " 

Distilled  water,         ....  2-50     " 

Put  in  an  iron  dish  the  water  and  the  powdered  iron,  add  the  iodine 
gradually,  and  facilitate  the  reaction  by  stirring  with  a  spatula  of 
iron  and  by  warming  a  little  ;  when  the  reaction  is  complete,  add  the 
gum  and  the  sugar,  then  heat  to  about  50°  C,  stirring  continually, 
and  until  the  mass  will  cease  to  drop,  when  a  little  is  taken  up  with 
the  end  of  the  spatula.  When  that  has  been  reached,  the  operation 
offers  no  further  difficulties  ;  the  pills  may  be  readily  rolled  out  and 
coated. 

To  obtain  the  pills,  incorporate  into  the  mass  5  grams  of  powdered 
liquorice  root,  if  necessary  ;  heat  it  for  some  minutes,  divide  the  mass 
into  one  hundred  pills,  roll  them  in  the  powdered  gum,  and,  if  de- 
sired, coat  with  mastic  and  tolu. 

For  sugar-coated  pills  (dragdes),  incorporate  with  the  mass  7*50 
grams  of  powdered  gum  arabic,  then  heat  it  slightly  to  soften  it.  The 
hundred  pills  obtained  are  rolled  in  powdered  gum  arabic,  then  placed 
in  a  suitable  vessel,  heated  and  agitated  with  a  circular  motion  until 
of  the  proper  hardness,  after  which  they  may  be  sugar-coated. 
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Each  pill  and  each  dragee  contains  about  5  centigrams  of  iodide  of 
iron  and  one  centigram  of  powdered  iron. 

The  iodide  of  iron  is  in  a  state  of  perfect  purity,  and  may  be  dosed 
with  great  precision.  Put  in  cold  water  some  months  after  their  pre- 
paration, they  will  dissolve,  save  the  excess  of  iron,  without  coloring  it. 

The  following  is  the  mode  of  coating  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Magnes- 
Lahens  :  Roll  the  pills  quickly,  about  fifty  at  a  time,  with  the  hand 
in  a  clear  mucilage  of  gum  arabic  spread  thinly  in  a  saucer ;  when 
they  are  completely  moistened  throw  them  into  a  basin  containing  a 
mixture  of  sugar,  9  parts,  with  gum  arabic  one  part ;  agitate  them 
until  they  are  covered  with  a  layer  of  the  powder,  heat  them  for 
about  eight  or  ten  minutes,  at  first  very  slightly,  and  afterwards  in- 
crease the  heat,  rotating  the  pills  continually.  After  cooling  coat 
them  a  second  and  then  a  third  time,  following  the  process  just  de- 
scribed. These  pills  may  thus  be  prepared  in  small  or  large  quanti- 
ties ;  in  the  latter  case  they  should  be  put  in  the  drying  closet  after 
each  coating.  Mnde  with  this  precaution  they  will  keep  a  long  time 
in  good  condition.  C.  J.  M. 


THE   SEPARATION    OF   THE   MIXED    ALKALOIDS    FROM    CIN- 
CHONA  BARKS. 
By  Dr.  J.  E.  De  Vrm. 

Recently  a  London  firm  of  manufacturing  chemists,  who  had  read 
with  interest  my  paper  on  cinchona  alkaloids  published  in  this  .Jour- 
nal, applied  to  me  to  inform  them   "  by  what   means  I  separate  the 
mixed  alkaloids  from  the  dry  bark."    I  therefore  suppose  it  may  per- 
haps be  useful  also  for  other   readers  of  this  Journal  if  I  publish  my 
actual  method — which  has   been  published  in  a  Dutch  periodical  in 
1871 — also   in   this   Journal.     20  grammes  of  powdered  and  sifted 
batk,  dried  at   100°    C,  are  mixed  with   milk   of  lime,  made  of  5 
giammes  of  dry  slaked  lime  and  50  grammes  of  water.     This  mix- 
ture is  slowly  dried,  and  when  entirely  dry,  heated  in  a  flask  with 
200  cubic  centimetres  of  very  strong   spirit  (the  strongest  possible) 
till  it  boils.     After  cooling  and  subsiding,  the  clear  liquid  is  poured 
on  a  filter  large  enough  to  contain  all  the  bark,  but  not  larger  than 
is  strictly  necessary  (a  filter  of  16  centimetres  diameter  is  suflGcient.) 
The  residue  in  the  flask  is  now  mixed  again  with  100  cubic  centi- 
metres of  spirit,  this  mixture  well  shaken,  and  poured  on  the  filter. 
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When  all  the  liquid  has  passed  through  the  filter,  the  powder  remain, 
ing  on  the  filter  is  washed  with  100  cubic  centimetres  of  alcohol,  so 
that  in  the  whole  400  cubic  centimetres  of  alcohol  are  used  for  20 
grammes  of  bark.  The  united  liquors  are  now  slightly  acidulated 
with  weak  sulphuric  acid,  whereby  a  precipitate  of  sulphate  of  lime 
is  formed.  After  this  has  subsided  the  greater  part  of  the  liquor 
can  be  poured  ofi",  the  rest  being  filtered  through  a  small  filter.  The 
clear  liquid  is  now  distilled  to  obtain  the  greater  part  of  the  spirit 
used,  and  the  remaining  liquid  poured  into  a  capsule,  to  which  is 
added  the  spirit  and  the  water  by  which  the  distilling  apparatus  is 
subsequently  washed.  The  capsule  is  now  heated  on  a  water-bath 
till  all  the  spirit  has  been  expelled,  and  the  remaining  liquor  which 
contains  all  the  alkaloids  in  the  form  of  acid  sulphates,  is,  after  cool- 
ing, filtered  through  a  small  filter.  On  the  filter  remains  a  mixture 
of  quinovic  acid  and  fatty  substances,  which  must  be  washed  repeat- 
edly with  water  slightly  acidulated  by  sulphuric  acid  till  caustic  soda 
no  longer  produces  any  turbidity  in  the  passing  liquid.  The  filtrate 
is  now  reduced  to  a  small  volume  by  heating  on  a  water-bath,  and 
while  still  ivarm  precipitated  by  a  slight  excess  of  caustic  soda.  The 
benefit  derived  from  this  kind  of  precipitation  is  that  the  alkaloids 
precipitated  from  a  warm  solution  are  less  voluminous,  and  can, 
therefore,  more  easily  be  washed.  The  drawback,  however,  is  that 
the  alkaloids  from  some  barks  melt  under  these  circumstances,  which 
drawback  can,  however,  easily  be  rectified  by  powdering  carefully  the 
alkaloids  after  the  cooling  of  the  liquor,  and  collecting  this  powder 
on  a  small  filter.  After  washing  with  the  smallest  possible  quantity 
of  distilled  water,  sufficient  to  remove  the  soda  salt  but  not  to  dis- 
solve quinine,  the  filter  is  laid  upon  blotting  paper,  and  this  so  often 
renewed  till  the  mixed  alkaloids  can  easily  be  separated  from  the 
filter  without  adhering  to  it,  which  can  be  done  before  they  are  en- 
tirely dry,  but  requires  some  practice.  They  are  then  heated  in  a 
weighed  capsule  on  the  water-bath,  till  repeated  weighings  show  that 
the  weight  remains  constant.  The  observed  weight  multiplied  by  five 
gives  the  amount  of  mixed  alkaloids  in  100  parts  of  bark. 

The  amount  of  quinovic  acid  can  be  ascertained  in  the  meantime, 
if  the  mixture  of  quinovic  acid  and  fatty  substances  be  treated  with 
a  weak  solution  of  caustic  soda,  by  which  a  great  part  of  this  mix- 
tu'-e  is  dissolved.  If  to  this  turbid  solution  a  slight  excess  of  chlo- 
ride of  calcium  is  added,  only  the  quinovate  of  lime  remains  in  solu- 


502  Hydration  of  Extracts.  {^Niv.TmT"' 

tion  and  can  be  obtained  in  the  shape  of  a  clear  slightly-colored 
liquid  by  simple  filtration.  If  this  clear  liquid  be  acidulated  by 
hydrochloric  acid,  the  quinovic  acid  is  precipitated  in  the  shape  of  a 
voluminous  jelly.  As  the  amount  of  quinovic  acid  is  generally  very 
small,  its  quantity  can  rarely  be  ascertained  with  accuracy,  unless 
the  amount  of  bark  be  not  under  40  grammes.  As  I  generally  make 
two  analyses  of  20  grammes  of  bark,  I  combine  the  mixture  of  qui- 
novic acid,  etc.,  of  the  two  filters  for  the  determination  of  the  quino- 
vic acid.  If  the  two  analyses  are  carefully  performed  under  the  mme 
circumstances,  the  results  differ  only  very  slightly,  as  may  be  seen 
in  my  analysis  of  some  Jamaica  barks,  published  on  p.  121  of  this 
Journal. 

The  Hague^  11th  September,  1873. 

— Pharm.  Journ.  and  Trans.,  Sept.  27,  1873. 


NOTE  ON  THE  HYDRATION  OF  EXTRACTS.* 
By  Charles  Ekin,  F.C-S. 
It  has  occurred  to  me  that  Wanklyn's  method  of  limited  oxidation 
by  means  of  an  alkaline  solution  of  potassium  permanganate  might 
be  applied  with  good  results  to  the  assay  of  such  medicinal  extracts 
as  are  dependent  for  their  activity  entirely,  or  for  the  most  part,  on 
certain  alkaloids — all  alkaloids  yielding  a  certain  portion  of  their 
nitrogen  as  ammonia.  Also  that  it  might  be  made  available  for  the 
determination  of  the  relative  values  of  the  first  year's  and  second 
year's  plant  of  hyoscyamus,  about  which  a  good  deal  has  been  taken 
for  granted  but  nothing  yet  really  proved.  And  again  in  the  case  of 
conium,  to  determine  which  has  the  greater  activity,  a  tincture  made 
from  the  fruit  or  from  the  leaves.  Of  course  the  difiiculty  lies  in  the 
complete  and  easy  separation  of  the  vegetable  proteides  of  the  plant 
juices,  but  I  am  by  no  means  sure  that  this  is  not  a  difiiculty  that  can 
be  overcome,  although  I  regret  I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  go  suflS- 
ciently  into  the  subject  so  as  to  be  able  to  lay  results  of  any  value 
before  this  meeting  of  the  Conference.  I  have  had,  however,  inci- 
dentally to  determine  the  amount  of  water  in  various  extracts,  and 
have  thus  so  far  answered  question  ^(^  on  the  blue  paper  circulated 
by  the  Conference,  viz.,  "  Is  it  possible  to  assign  a  definite  degree 
of  hydration  to  medicinal  extracts  with  a  view  to  uniformity  of 
strength  ?" 

*Read  before  the  Britisli  Phurniac.  Conference. 
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I  believe  it  is  quite  possible  to  do  so,  certainly  with  some  if  not 
with  all  extracts. 

I  find  that  extracts  of  fair  average  consistence  for  pill-making, 
when  subjected  to  the  heat  of  a  water-bath,  in  the  cases  of  belladonna 
and  hjoscyamus  lose  20  per  cent,  of  their  weight,  and  in  the  case  of 
conium,  25  per  cent. 

The  plan  I  adopted  was  to  spread  the  extract  very  thinly  on  a  thin 
platinum  capsule,  and  dry  at  a  temperature  of  212°  until  it  ceased  to 
lose  weight.  Various  experiments  with  the  same  extract  gave  in  this 
way  very  constant  results.  At  first  I  operated  on  quantities  of  10 
grains  at  a  time,  but  I  found  that  several  hours  were  then  required 
for  complete  desiccation,  whereas  if  only  one  or  two  grains  were  used 
the  time  required  was  little  more  than  half  an  hour. 

The  consistence  of  extracts  varies  so  much  that  it  would  seem  ad- 
visable to  define  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  the  amount  of  water  each 
should  contain,  the  amount  to  be  determined  as  I  have  recommended. 
When  once  a)  standard  has  been  set  up  there  would  be  practically 
little  difficulty  to  manufacturers,  for  I  find  after  a  few  trials  the  eye 
can  determine  from  the  consistence  of  the  extract,  to  less  than  1  per 
cent.,  the  amount  of  water  present. — Pharm.  Journ.  (Lond.),  Oct. 
11,  1873. 


THE  ACTION  AND  RELATIVE  VALUE  OP  DISINFECTANTS* 

By  J.  A.  Wankltn. 

If  we  heat  the  infectious  material  of,  for  instance,  scarlet  fever  to 
a  red  heat,  we  destroy  it.  There  can  be  as  little  doubt  that,  if  we 
bring  chlorine  gas  thoroughly  into  contact  with  infectious  material, 
we  destroy  it  likewise.  If  we  boil  it  with  oil  of  vitriol,  or  with  per- 
manganate of  potash,  we  destroy  it.  Probably,  too,  if  we  soak  it  in 
concentrated  carbolic  acid,  or  treat  it  ^ith  excess  of  corrosive  subli- 
mate or  arsenious  acid,  we  render  it  inert.  It  is,  indeed,  highly  pro- 
bable that  every  kind  of  infectious  material  is  capable  of  being  ren- 
dered inert  by  thorough  contact  with  any  powerful  chemical  reagent. 

But  if  the  heat  be  only  gentle,  and  if  the  chemical  agent  be  dilute, 

*  Read  before  the  Public  Medicine  Section  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
British  Medical  Associatioa  in  London,  August,  1873,  and  printed  in  the 
'*  British  Medical  Journal." 
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there  is  absolutely  no  reason  for  believing  that,  by  the  employment 
either  of  the  one  or  of  the  other,  we  are  so  much  as  contributing, 
towards  the  destruction  of  infection.  There  is  a  difference  not  only 
in  degree,  but  even  in  kind,  between  the  action  of  the  same  chemical 
when  concentrated  and  when  dilute.  Concentrated  sulphuric  acid  will, 
convert  cane-sugar  into  a  lump  of  charcoal,  but  dilute  sulphuric  acid 
transforms  it  into  dextrin  and  glucose,  and,  curiously  enough,  fits  it 
for  undergoing  septic  changes.  So,  again,  very  dilute  bleaching  pow- 
der has  actually  been  found  to  favor  the  development  of  certain  low 
forms  of  life ;  and  Pettenkofer,  as  is  well  known,  has  found  that 
germs  whose  development  had  been  arrested  by  carbolic  acid,  start 
into  life  when  the  carbolic  acid  is  still  further  diluted. 

In  the  practical  employment  of  disinfectants,  the  fact  that  dilution, 
frustrates  the  action  of  a  disinfectant  has  been  very  generally  lost 
sight  of.  Attempts  have  often  been  made  to  disinfect  the  atmosphere. 
It  is  even  said  that,  during  the  panic  occasioned  by  the  cattle-plague, 
the  commissioners  endeavored  to  disinfect  the  general  atmosphere  of 
the  agricultural  districts  by  turning  cattle  adrift  with  towels  soaked 
in  carbolic  acid  attached  to  their  horns.  I  need  not  insist  on  the 
futility  of  such  a  proceeding ;  or,  indeed,  on  the  necessary  futility  of 
any  effort  to  eliminate  anything  by  chemical  means  from  the  general, 
atmosphere  covering  our  fields  or  occupying  our  streets.  But  it  will 
probably  not  be  quite  needless  to  insist  upon  the  impracticability  of 
attacking  the  very  limited  atmosphere  of  a  dwelling-house  by  chemi- 
cal means.  Certain  very  simple  considerations  will,  however,  suflSce 
to  throw  the  utmost  doubt  on  the  utility  of  endeavoring  to  purify  air 
which  has  suffered  contamination. 

In  a  well-known  oflBcial  memorandum,  drawn  up,  I  believe,  by  Pro- 
fessor RoUeston,  of  Oxford,  directions  are  given  for  the  disinfection 
of  a  room  with  sulphurous  acid.  So  much  sulphur  (the  quantity  pro- 
portionate to  the  size  of  the  room)  is  to  be  burnt,  and  doors  and  win- 
dows are  to  be  shut ;  and  the  memorandum  winds  up  with  the  state- 
ment that,  if  a  man  be  able  to  abide  in  the  room  for  one  instant  whilst 
the  disinfection  is  being  carried  on,  then  the  disinfection  is  not  to  be 
depended  upon.  In  other  words,  it  is  admitted  that,  not  until  you 
have  put  so  much  sulphurous  acid  into  the  air  as  to  make  it  totally 
unfit  to  breathe,  have  you  disinfected  that  air.  The  same  certainly 
holds  generally  in  regard  to  other  agents ;  and,  in  short,  we  cannot 
hope  to  purify  the  air  of  a  room  by  any  chemical  means  without  spoil- 
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ing  the  air.  It  is  therefore  useless  to  try  to  disinfect  the  air.  This 
is  strikingly  illustrated  in  reference  to  printed  directions  relative  to 
the  practice  of  disinfection.  See,  for  instance,  Dr.  Wilson's  little 
card,  ""Disinfectants  and  how  to  use  them." 

"  Chlorine  gas,  poisonous  and  irritating  to  the  lungs  when  in  ex- 
cess. For  an  occupied  room,  close  fire-place,  w^indows,  etc.,  as  di- 
rected under  F.  Pour  over  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  black  oxide  of 
manganese  in  a  dish  placed  high  half  a  pint  of  muriatic  acid  (spirit  of: 
salt),  and  leave  for  six  hours.  It  bleaches,  and  is  apt  to  make  white- 
limed  walls  sweat — useful  for  cabs." 

Now  if  we  take  a  room,  say  13  feet  by  13  feet  and  13  feet  high, 
or  of  a  capacity  of  about  39  cubic  metres  (and  that  is  not  a  very 
large  room),  and  if  we  calculate  what  proportion  by  weight  the  chlo- 
rine liberated  by  the  quarter  of  a  pound  of  oxide  of  manganese  will 
amount  to,  we  get  about  3  parts  of  chlorine  in  1000  parts  of  air.  In 
point  of  fact,  however,  the  proportion  of  chlorine  in  the  atmosphere 
of  such  a  room  would  never  reach  anything  like  3  per  1000,  inasmuch 
as  walls  are  not  impervious,  and  during  the  six  hours  the  air  would 
have  changed,  and  3  parts  per  10,000  would  probably  be  nearer  the 
true  proportion.  But  this  is  the  room  not  fit  to  inhabit  by  reason  of 
the  presence  of  chlorine.  The  minuteness  of  the  dose  of  chlorine 
which  the  inhabited  room  receives  may  be  left  to  your  imaginations. 
To  me  it  seems  that  the  wisdom  of  the  physician  who  places  his  little 
saucer  with  bleaching  powder  and  muriatic  acid  in  the  chamber  of  his 
patient,  is  comparable  with  that  of  the  cattle-plague  commissioners 
who  tied  the  carbolized  cloths  to  the  horns  of  the  cattle. 

Experience  confirms  that  which  an  appeal  to  first  principles  sug- 
gests ;  and  we  are  informed  that,  during  the  Franco-German  war, 
although  the  hospitals  stank  of  carbolic  acid,  yet  wounds  were  not 
healthy.  Although  I  believe  that  the  purification  of  air  which  has 
once  been  defiled  is  a  hopeless  task,  yet  it  by  no  means  follows  that 
disinfectants  have  nothing  to  do  with  purity  of  atmosphere.  It  is 
open  to  us  to  abstain,  in  a  very  large  degree,  from  rendering  the  air 
impure. 

By  the  efficient  application  of  disinfectants  to  foul  surfaces,  we 
may  hinder  defilement  of  the  atmosphere  of  our  dwellings.  One  of 
the  main  functions  of  a  serviceable  disinfectant  is  that  it  shall  be  an- 
tiseptic :  that  it  shall  postpone  decomposition  and  putrefaction  until 
a  convenient  season.    A  good  disinfectant  should  not  itself  defile  air, 
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neither  should  it  be  dangerously  poisonous  or  corrosive.  There  is  a 
very  common  substance  which  has  long  been  used  to  hinder  putre- 
faction. It  does  so  only  in  a  concentrated  form.  It  has  no  smell ; 
it  is  not  poisonous.  It  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  corrosive.  Its  name 
is  common  salt.  I. hold  that  this  substance  and  its  analogues — the 
chloride  of  calcium  and  the  chloride  of  magnesium — are  the  most 
available  general  disinfectants. — Pharm.  Journ.  (Lond.),  Sept.  ISth, 
1873. 


Artificial  Ivory. — Two  pounds  of  pure  India  rubber  are  dissolved  injthirty- 
two  pounds  of  chloroform  and  the  solution  saturated  with  purified  ammoniacal 
gas.  The  chloroform  is  then  evaporated  or  distilled  ofiF  at  a  temperature  of 
185°  Fahr.  The  residue  is  mixed  with  pulverized  phosphate  of  calcium  or  car- 
bonate of  zinc,  pressed  into  moulds  and  cooled.  When  the  phosphate  of  calcium 
is  ased,  the  resulting  compound  partakes  in  a  great  degree  of  the  nature  and 
composition  of  genuine  ivory,  for  we  have  the  requisite  proportion  of  the  phos- 
phate, and  the  India  rubber,  which  takes  the  place  of  the  cartilage ;  and  the 
other  component  parts  of  the  genuine  article  are  of  little  importance. — Scien- 
tific American,  Aug.  30,  1873. 
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Philadrlphia,  Ninth  month  29th,  1873. 

The  Semi-Annual  Meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  was 
held  this  day  at  the  College  Hall ;  fifty-three  aiembers  present.  In  the  absence 
of  the  President,  Robert  Shoemaker,  Vice  President,  was  called  to  the  chair. 
,  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted.  The  minutes  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  were  read  for  information  by  Wm.  C.  Bakes,  Secretary  of  the 
Hoard. 

By  these  minutes  we  are  informed  of  the  adoption  of  an  amended  rule, 
changing  the  qualifications  for  graduation  in  the  College,  and  also  of  the  adop- 
tion of  a  new  certificate  to  be  issued  to  wholesale  druggists  and  manufacturing 
pharmaceutists,  differing  from  the  diploma,  to  be  called  a  "  Certificate  of  Pro- 
6ciency." 

They  inform  us  also  of  the  election  of  the  following  gentlemen  to  membership 
in  the  College,  viz. :     Hans  M.  Wilder,  Oliver  T.  Jester,  Charles  Wirgman. 

Prof.  Maisch,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  write  a  letter  of  con- 
gratulation to  our  honorary  member,  Carl  Frederking,  of  Riga,  read  a  copy  of 
the  very  interesting  epistle,  dated  July  7,  which  was  approved  and  directed  to 
be  entered  on  the  minutes. 

Prof.  Wi'Uiam   Procter,  Jr.,  on  behalf  of  the  delegation  appointed  to  attend 
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the  meeting  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  held  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  made  the  followiug  report,  which  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  placed 
on  the  minutes. 
To  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  : 

The  delegates  appointed  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  American  Pharmaceu- 
tical Association,  at  Richmond,  Va.,  report  that  the  meeting  was  held  at  the 
time  and  place  appointed,  and  was  an  occasion  of  unusual  interest,  both  from 
the  number  in  attendance  and  the  variety  of  interesting  papers  and  reports 
presented.  The  meeting  was  opened  by  President  Ebert  in  a  few  remarks, 
when  he  introduced  Mayor  Keiley,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Richmond,  who,  in  a 
remarkably  forcible  and  eloquent  speech,  welcomed  the  Association  to  that 
city.  A  large  portion  of  the  visiting  members  came  in  the  steamer  from  Nor- 
folk, and  were  met  a  few  miles  below  the  city  by  the  Committee  of  Receptiou 
from  the  druggists  of  Richmond  on  a  barge,  and  conveyed  to  the  lauding,  and 
thencQ  to  their  hotel  in  stages.  The  welcome  extended  was  most  warm  and 
friendly,  and  through  the  entire  continuance  of  the  session  in  various  ways. 
The  members  were  reminded,  by  attention  to  their  wants  and  inquiries,  that 
they  were  among  a  people  on  hospitable  aims  intent. 

The  usual  business  of  the  first  sitting  ended  with  the  reading  of  the  Presi- 
dent's address.  At  the  second  sitting  the  new  officers  were  elected,  consisting 
of  John  F.  Hancock,  of  Baltimore,  President;  William  Saunders,  of  London, 
Ontario,  1st  Vice-President;  Dr.  Nichols,  of  Newark,  N,  J.,  2d  Vice-Presi- 
dent ;  and  J.  T.  Buck,  of  Mississippi,  as  3d  Vice-President ;  C.  Lewis  Diehl, 
Reporter  on  the  Progress  of  Pharmacy,  a  new  office  created  at  the  first  sitting 
in  accordonce  with  the  report  of  a  committee  appointed  last  year.  The  num- 
ber of  papers  in  answer  to  queries  and  volunteer  papers  was  36,  several  of  con- 
siderable importance.  Mr.  Diehl  presented  the  Report  on  the  Progress  of 
Pharmacy,  having  brought  the  report  to  July  1,  1873. 

The  Committee  on  the  Centennial  reported  in  favor  of  a  course  of  procedure 
involving  the  idea  of  holding  the  meeting  of  1875  in  Boston,  when,  by  taking 
time  to  consider,  all  the  details  should  be  decided  on  in  advance,  and  extend- 
ing a  hearty  welcome  to  our  comperes  in  Europe  and  elsewhere  to  meet  with 
us  in  1876  at  Philadelphia,  and  to  take  efficient  means  to  render  the  welcome 
effective. 

The  exhibition  was  held  in  the  basement  of  the  building,  and  was  creditable 
to  the  occasion,  several  firms  being  well  represented  in  chemicals  and  pharma- 
ceutical preparations.  The  members  were  invited  to  an  excursion  on  the 
James  River  on  Thursday  afternoon  at  3  o'clock,  to  go  to  Dutch  Gap  and  back 
over  an  interesting  portion  of  the  river,  the  theatre  of  many  events,  especially 
Fort  Darling,  in  the  late  war.  The  Mayor  and  many  Richmond  gentlemen 
were  aboard,  an  excellent  collation  was  spread  and  champagne  flowed  for  those 
who  desired  it.  On  arriving  at  the  Gap,  rendered  famous  by  General^  Butler, 
the  steamer  passed  through  it,  turned  and  repassed  on  the  homeward  journey, 
when  the  Mayor  being  called  for,  made  a  most  eloquent  and  amusing  speech, 
pertinent  to  the  occasion,  and  was  followed  by  several  members  and  others, 
the  whole  affair  being  one  of  unalloyed  pleasure.  The  Association  adjourned 
on  Friday  morning,  to  meet  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  on  the  2d  Monday  of  Septem- 
ber, 1874. 

Prof.  Maisch,  on  behalf  of  the  delegation  appointed  to  represent  this  College 
in  the  Convention  of  the  Teaching  Colleges,  held  at  Richmond,  ma<le  a  verbal 
report.  Joseph  P.  Remington  was  appointed  by  the  delegation  to  fill  the 
place  of  Prof.  Robert  Bridges,  who  did  not  attend.  Two  sessions  were  held 
by  the  Convention.  At  the  first  sitting  the  subjects  of  prelimiiiiry  examina- 
tion prior  to  entering,  and  the  requirements  for  graduation  by  the  various  col- 
leges, were  discussed,  and  at  the  second  session  the  question   of  conferring  a 
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title  in  the  place  of  the  degree  of  graduate  in  pluumacy.     The  subject  was  de 
ferred  until  the  moetiug  next  year. 

A  beautiful  specimen  of  red  cinchona  bark  was  presented  to  the  College  by 
Messrs.  Geo.  I>.  Wetherill  vt  Co.,  for  display  in  the  cabinet,  or  elsewhere,  as 
the  College  may  direct.  It  was  much  admired  by  the  members  present,  and  it 
is  hoped  will  serve  as  a  nucleus  around  which  will  cluster  many  fine  specimens 
of  materia  medica  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Prof.  Maisch,  on  behalf  of  Fred.  B.  Power,  presented  aline  specimen  of 
monobromated  camphor,  and  from  Louis  Koch  a  number  of  illustrated  sheets 
of  materia  medica,  by  Prof.  Nees  von  Esenbeck,  being  parts  of  a  work  of  great 
value. 

On  motion,  they  were  all  accepted,  and  the  thanks  of  the  College  were  di- 
rected to  be  presented  to  the  donors. 

A  letter  to  Diilwyn  Parrisb,  President  of  the  College,  was  received  and  read 
as  follows : 

No.  '225  S.  Broad  Strket, 
Friday,  Sept.  26,  187;-}. 
Dii.LWYN  Parrish,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir. — Mr.  Bechtel,  an  artist  of  this  city,  has  just  finished  a  portrait  in 
oil  of  my  late  father,  which  I  have  had  painted  expressly  for  presentation 
to  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy. 

It  is  a  copy  of  a  photograph  carte  de  visite,  similar  to  the  one  in  the  album 
of  the  College,  which  has  always  been  considered  a  most  excellent  likeness  of 
him  up  to  the  time  of  his  declining  health,  two  years  ago. 

This  portrait  I  request  of  you,  dear  sir,  to  present  to  the  College  in  my  name. 
Your  obedient  servant  and  friend, 

A.  B.    DURAND. 

The  portrait  was  accepted,  and,  on  motion,  the  Committee  on  Deceased 
Members  was  directed  to  acknowledge  its  receipt,  and  convey  the  thanks  of 
the  College  to  Mr,  A.  B.  Durand  for  the  valuable  gift,  representing,  as  it  does, 
faithfully,  one  of  our  oldest  and  most  valued  members. 

In  connection  with  this  presentation  Prof.  Procter,  on  behalf  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Deceased  Members,  read  an  interesting  memorial  of 

ELIAS  DURAND. 

Elias  Dlra.nd  {Elie  Magloire  Durand)  was  born  in  the  town  of  Mayenne, 
France,  on  the  2r)th  of  January,  1794,  second  year  of  the  French  Republic,  in 
the  midst  of  the  most  trying  times  of  the  Reign  of  Terror,  and  was  the  young- 
est  of  fourteen  childreH.  His  father,  Andre  Durand.  was  Recorder  of  Deeds 
at  Mayenne,  a  man  much  respected,  and  though  a  royalist  in  opinion,  he 
retained  hig  position  as  recorder  through  the  varying  scenes  and  parties  of  the 
Revolutionary  struggle  and  the  Empire  till  his  death,  in  1810,  being  forced  at 
times  to  secrete  himself  with  the  funds  and  records  to  save  them  from  the  party 
in  temporary  power. 

Daring  the  period  between  1794  and  1808  young  Durand  lived  in  his  native 
town,  and  being  placed  in  due  course  at  the  Collegiate  school,  passed  through 
the  regular  studies.  About  this  time  his  interest  was  attracted  to  the  study  of 
chemistry,  then  claiming  a  large  share  of  scientific  attention,  which  was  prob- 
ably the   cailsc  of  his   becoming  a  pharmaceutist,  as  ii>  October,  1808,  he  was 
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entered  as  an  apprentice  to  M.  Chevallier,  of  Mayenne,  a  gentleman  of  great 
erudition,  an  excellent  chemist  and  pharmacieo,  and  well  versed  in  the  natural 
sciences. 

From  what  can  now  be  learned,  M.  Chevallier  was  remarkable  for  the  great 
interest  he  took  in  his  proteges,  who  were  afforded  every  opportunity  to 
acquire  knowledge  and  skill  in  their  profession.  During  the  first  winter  of 
Durand's  apprenticeship  he  pursued  the  study  of  natural  philosophy  and  chem- 
istry ;  in  the  spring  he  applied  himself  to  botany.  During  the  second  winter 
his  attention  was  directed  to  practical  chemistry  and  the  manipulations  of  the 
shop  laboratory,  his  preceptor  explaining  from  time  to  time,  in  the  most  lucid 
manner,  the  chemical  reactions  and  combinations  taking  place  during  the  ope- 
rations carried  on.  The  third  winter  was  devoted  to  the  study  of  materia 
medica  and  pharmacy,  in  connection  with  which  his  preceptor  gave  him  instruc- 
tion in  the  collateral  branches,  mineralogy,  geology  and  entomology. 

Elias  Durand  in  after  life  often  spoke  of  his  great  indebtedness  to  M.  Che- 
vallier for  the  varied  elementary  knowledge  in  the  sciences  which  he  had 
acquired  under  his  able  tuition,  and  for  which  he  always  felt  grateful. 

In  1812.  when  Napoleon  was  preparing  the  means  for  his  invasion  of  Russia, 
every  available  man  was  called  upon  to  enroll  himself.  Young  Durand,  having 
completed  his  apprenticeship,  and  attained  the  age  of  18  years,  became  eligible 
for  the  array,  and,  not  wishing  to  be  conscripted  into  the  ranks,  made  prompt 
application  to  the  Minister  of  War  for  the  position  of  Pharmacien  in  the 
Army,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  Paris  to  prepare  himself  for  examination 
before  the  Board  of  Examiners.  There  he  attended  the  lectures  of  Thenard, 
Gay  Lussac,  Lefevre.  (Tinault,  and  a  course  of  lectures  on  French  literature, 
by  the  celebrated  A  ndrieux,  applying  himself  with  great  industry  to  his  various 
studies.  Having  received  notice  from  the  Minister  of  War  that  the  10th  of 
January,  1813,  was  appointed  for  his  examination,  he  accordingly  presented 
himself  and  underwent  a  strict  scrutiny,  his  replies  to  the  queries  being  made 
in  writing.  The  next  day  he  called  on  M,  Parmentier,  the  Chief  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Department  of  the  Army,  to  whom  all  the  answers  of  the  candi- 
dates were  submitted,  and  received  the  flattering  compliment  that  he  had 
passed  at  the  head  of  the  list. 

On  the  2d  of  February  he  received  his  commission  as  Pharmacien  sous  aide 
in  the  5th  Corps  of  the  Observation  of  the  Elbe,  with  orders  to  cross  the 
Rhine  on  the  15th  of  March.  Having  procured  his  uniform  and  accoutrements, 
he  spent  a  short  time  with  his  family  and  friends  at  Mayenne,  and  on  the 
api'oiuted  day  presented  his  commission  to  Marshal  Kellerman,  commanding 
at  Mayence,  who  ordered  him  to  proceed  at  once  to  Magdeburg,  the  head- 
quarters of  the  5th  Corps.  He  joined  a  detachment  of  fifty  men  from  the 
Military  Hospitals  at  Mayence,  commanded  by  young  officers  from  the  Military 
School  of  St.  Cyr,  and  was  eleven  days  en  route  to  Magdeburg,  chiefly  on  foot, 
passing  Frankfort,  Giessen,  Marburg,  Cassel,  Gottingen,  Osterode,  Goslar  and 
Halberstadt  On  arriving  the  men  were  nearly  all  entered  in  the  5th  Corps,  com- 
manded by  Prince  Eugene  Beauharnais,  then  numbering  70,000  men.  Young 
Darand  was  assigned  to  the  3d  Division,  under  La  Grange,  near  Magdeburg, 
*nd  continued  in  the  army  14  months,  till  the  abdication  of  Xapoleon,  having 
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been  present  at  the  battles  of  Miickern,  Liitzen,  Bautzen,  Hanau,  Katzbach 
and  Leipzic.  During  this  brief  period  he  experienced  many  severe  hardships 
incident  to  a  soldier's  life,  largely  increased  by  the  nature  of  the  contest,  which 
was  virtually  a  retreat  through  a  hostile  country  until  they  recrossed  the  Rhine. 
He  was  once  taken  prisoner,  at  Hanau,  but  managed  to  escape. 

In  his  capacity  of  Pharniacien  he  was  very  little  exposed  to  danger,  unless 
voluntarily.  His  duty  was  to  follow  or  precede  the  army,  ac«;ording  as  it 
advanced  or  retreated,  and  assist  in  the  establishment  of  military  hospitals 
when  needed,  so  that  when  the  army  was  in  motion  his  duties  were  light,  and 
being  on  horseback  during  battle,  he  was  frequently  an  eye-witness  to  very 
important  movements. 

On  the  3d  of  April,  1814,  Durand  tendered  his  resignation  as  Pharmacien 
aide  major  to  M.  Lodibert,  the  Pharmacien  in  Chief  of  the  Corps  (and  after- 
wards President  of  the  Societe  de  Pharmacie),  who  urged  him  strongly  to 
remain  in  the  army,  where  efficient  services  had  pointed  him  out  for  promotion, 
but  he  continued  firm  in  his  decision. 

After  a  short  visit  to  his  home  he  went  to  the  City  of  Nantes,  well  provided 
with  letters,  and  obtained  the  situation  of  bead  clerk  in  the  store  of  M.  Fre 
taud,  one  of  the  principal  apothecaries,  where  he  remained  two  years.  It  was 
at  this  time  that  he  gave  his  leisure,  in  real  earnest,  to  the  study  of  botany, 
passing  all  his  vacations  ia  botanical  excursions  with  the  principal  botanists  of 
the  place.  Daring  a  part  of  this  time  he  directed  the  Society's  laboratory, 
called  Laboratoire  du  jardin  des  Apothecaires,  and  delivered  a  course  of  lec- 
tures on  medical  botany,  during  the  summer  months,  to  the  apprentices  in 
pharmacy,  on  the  different  medicinal  plants  cultivated  in  the  gard.n.  This 
laboratory  was  used  in  common  by  the  principal  pharraaciens  of  Nantes,  to 
prepare  their  chemicals,  and  was  so  conducted  that  the  management  went 
by  rotation,  the  materials  contributed  by  diffeient  stores,  say  for  calomel, 
nitrate  of  silver,  ether  or  other  medicine  needed,  were  made  up  together,  and 
the  products  divided  pro  rata.  In  this  way  a  great  variety  of  costly  apparatus 
was  available  to  each  member,  quite  beyond  his  ability  to  possess,  and  his 
advanced  apprentices  were  afforded  opportunities  to  assist,  and  acquire  prac- 
tical knowledge. 

On  the  return  of  Napoleon  from  Elba  our  young  pharmacien  joined  the 
National  Guard  against  the  Royalist  party  of  La  Vendee  during  the  100  days. 
After  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  and  Napoleon's  final  abdication  he  returned  to 
his  duties  at  Nantes,  but,  being  strongly  suspected  of  Napoleonic  proclivities, 
he  was  placed  under  military  surveillance,  and  compelled  to  present  himself 
every  morning  at  the  police  station.  This  tyrannical  order  interfered  very 
much  with  his  business  duties,  caused  great  annoyance  to  his  employer,  and 
disgust  at  the  treatment  he  received  determined  him  to  abandon  his  country 
and  seek  beyond  the  Atlantic  the  freedom  denied  him  at  home.  Taking  passage 
in  the  brig  "La  Nymphe,"  ut  Nantes,  on  April  16th,  1816,  he  reached  New 
York  oti  the  1st  of  July  following,  and  at  once  proceeded  to  Boston  to  vieit 
Bishop  Chevrus,  afterwards  (Cardinal  Chevrus,  a  distant  relative,  through 
whose  influence  he  became  acquainted  with  several  scientific  men  of  that  city, 
of  whom  Dr.  Joseph  Warren  urged  him  to  remain  in  Boston,  where  his  che«- 
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ical  knowledge  would  receive  encouragement.  Mr.  Perkins,  a  druggist,  made 
him  an  offer  to  establish  a  laboratory  for  medicinal  chemicals,  with  the  prospect 
of  a  partnership.  He  accepted  the  offer,  started  the  works  on  the  French 
plan,  and  began  the  manufacture  of  Rochelle  salt,  tartar  emetic,  spirit  and 
water  of  ammonia,  ether,  etc.,  but,  though  satisfied  with  his  employer  and  with 
the  success  they  were  making,  he  became  restless  and,  much  to  the  disappoint- 
ment of  his  new  friends,  and  to  the  great  vexation  of  Mr.  Perkins,  he  deter- 
mined to  leave  Boston  for  Philadelphia,  the  city  of  his  choice.  Here  he 
took  charge  of  the  laboratory  of  a  German  named  Wesner,  where  he  manu- 
factured chromates  from  the  native  ores  of  Maryland  and  Delaware.  These 
salts  were  being  successfully  made  when  Wesner,  desiring  to  extend  his  busi- 
ness, eng-aged  in  the  preparation  of  the  mercurial  salts.  This  occupation 
occasioned  Durand  a  spell  of  illness  accompanied  by  profuse  salivation,  which 
induced  him  to  abaudon  the  laboratory  and  return  to  his  legitimate  business, 
pharmacy. 

Mr.  Durand  next  went  to  Baltimore,  with  satisfactory  letters,  and  applied 
to  E.  Ducatel,  a  prominent  pharmaceutist  of  that  city,  who  would  have  engaged 
him  but  for  his  inability  to  speak  the  English  language,  and  who  advised  him 
to  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  that  language,  which  he  did  for  three  months, 
at  Belair,  with  considerable  success. 

Returning  to  Baltimore,  he  hoped  to  enter  Mr.  Ducatel's  store,  but  the 
depressed  state  of  business  did  not  require  additional  service,  and  Mr.  D. 
advised  him  to  see  Dr.  Gerard  Troost,  of  Cape  Sable,  Maryland  (afterwards  the 
first  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  in  1821), 
who  was  engaged  in  making  iron  salts,  and  might  employ  him  till  spring,  when 
he  hoped  to  be  able  to  give  him  a  position. 

Disappointed  but  not  discouraged,  our  young  adventurer  set  out  on  foot  to 
find  Dr.  Troost,  in  the  midst  of  winter,  the  ground  covered  with  snow,  and  the 
road  unfrequented  and  difficult  to  find,  owing  to  dense  forests  intervening,  with 
only  two  houses  on  the  road  after  leaving  the  vicinity  of  Baltimore.  Having 
reached  the  first  house  noted  on  his  paper  about  one  o'clock,  he  applied  for 
dinner.  The  appearance  of  the  inmates  was  anything  but  favorable,  and  the 
wall  of  the  room  was  hung  with  colored  pictures  of  Indian  massacres,  which 
impressed  his  imagination  strongly.  After  paying  for  the  ill-relished  meal  of 
pork  and  beans  he  continued  his  forest  journey  about  two  miles,  when  he  saw 
coming  towards  him  some  ten  or  twelve  persons,  strangely  attired,  quite  differ- 
ent from  anything  he  had  seen  before.  As  they  came  near  it  became  appa- 
rent that  they  were  wrapped  in  blankets,  had  painted  faces,  carried  bows  and 
arrows,  and  in  fact  were  the  counterpart  of  the  pictures,  being  the  first  live 
Indians  he  had  seen.  With  his  ideas  excited  by  the  pictures  he  had  just 
examined,  aided  by  the  uncouth  character  of  the  people  at  the  house,  he  had 
some  doubts  of  his  personal  security  when  thus  brought  face  to  face  with  the 
red  skins  in  the  forest,  and  for  a  moment  felt  undecided  whether  to  advance  or 
retreat,  but,  going  towards  them,  one  of  the  chiefs  came  forward  and  presented 
a  paper  for  his  perusal,  which  proved  to  be  a  recommendation  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  stating  that  the  chief  and  his  warriors  had  been 
faithful  to  the  country  during  the  war  of  1812  on  the  frontier.    Our  traveller. 
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greatly  relieved  from  bis  embarrassment,  gave  the  chief  some  money,  shook 
hands  with  each  of  the  troop,  gave  a  hearty  hurrah !  with  his  hat  off,  to  which 
the  Indians  responded  and  passed  on  their  way.  Continuing  his  journey  the 
snow  increased,  night  set  in  before  attaining  his  destination,  and  seeing  a  light 
in  the  distance,  he  went  towards  it  for  shelter  until  morning. 

He  was  kindly  nceivcd,  and,  on  inquiry  for  Dr.  Troost  was  informed  that 
he  was  four  miles  out  of  his  way,  and  was  invited  to  remain.  A  death  had 
occurred  in  the  family,  many  relatives  had  gathered  to  attend  the  funeral  on 
the  morrow,  and  no  other  place  could  be  offered  him  for  lodging  thaij  the  room 
where  the  dead  man  was  laid  out.  This  was  not  objected  to,  and,  fatigued  with 
his  long  journey,  our  young  friend  slept  soundly,  and  arose  much  refreshed- 
Having  attended  the  funeral,  the  first  country  burial  he  had  seen'ln  America, 
he  was  greatly  surprised  at  the  dinner  feast  which  followed  on  the  return  of  the 
guests  to  the  house,  and  of  which  he  partook,  reminding  him  more  of  a  mar- 
riage occasion.     His  host  kindly  sent  him  to   Dr.  Troost's  with  a  negro  guide. 

Mr.  Durand  was  kindly  received  by  the  Doctor,  who,  however,  did  not  need 
his  services,  as  the  rough  processes  of  his  copperas  manufacture  were  chiefly 
conducted  by  negroes,  but  invited  him  to  remain  and  keep  him  company  as  his 
guest,  being  much  in  need  of  social  intercourse  in  his  isolated  home.  He  found 
Dr.  Troost  a  learned  chemist,  mineralogist,  and  geologist,  with  a  general 
acquaintance  with  the  sciences,  and  when  urged,  accepted  the  hospitable  invi" 
tation  to  remain  until  the  end  of  winter. 

About  this  time  he  received  proposals  from  Mr.  Ducatel  to  take  charge  of 
the  pharmaceutical  part  of  his  business,  and  on  the  .5th  of  April,  1817,  he 
entered  on  the  duties  of  his  new  position.  His  professional  knowledge  wag 
appreciated,  business  flourished,  his  employer  was  well  satisfied,  and  extended 
toward  his  new  clerk  many  acts  of  kindness  as  well  as  his  love  and  affection. 
Mr.  Durand  often  spoke  of  the  social  advantages  he  received  whilst  resident 
with  Mr.  Ducatel,  among  which  was  meeting  with  eminent  Frenchmen  in  exile. 
It  was  during  his  stay  in  Baltimore  that  he  began  to  study  American  botany 
and  to  form  the  nucleus  of  the  great  herbarium  which  he  afterwards  acquired- 

On  the  20th  of  November,  1820,  he  married  the  daughter  of  his  friend  and 
employer,  Miss  Polymnia  Rose  Ducatel,  who  died  on  the  18th  of  February. 
1822,  leaving  an  infant  daughter,  who  lived  to  the  age  of  14  years. 

In  May,  1823,  E.  Ducatel  retired  from  business,  leaving  his  establishment  to 
his  son  Jules  Ducatel  (afterwards  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of 
Maryland],  and  his  son-in-law,  K.  Durand,  who  entered  copartnership  as  E. 
Ducatel  A:  .Sons,  which  continued  only  a  year,  Durand  retiring,  with  the  view  of 
establishing  himself  in  Philadelphia.  He  also  determined  to  visit  France,  to 
procure  his  materiel,  and  in  July,  1824,  he  left  New  York  for  Havre  in  the  ship 
"Sylvie  de  Grace,"  arriving  on  the  14th  of  August.  His  time  was  employed 
in  selecting  stock,  apparatus  and  bottles  (which  were  duly  labelled  for  use 
and  of  the  heavy  French  pattern),  together  with  everything  needful  for  a  first- 
clasi  French  "  officinc,"  and  roturned  in  the  same  vessel  to  New  York  on  April 
22d,  1825. 

The  house  then  existing  at  the  south-west  corner  of  Sixth  and  Chestnut 
streets,  where   the   "  Ledger"  office   now  stands,  was  occupied  by  Alderman 


^ VoTi;  mT'  \  ^^^i ^^f^  ^f  ^^'^  College.  513 

Barker,  who.  for  a  consideration  of  S500,  ceded  to  Purand  a  ten  years'  lease. 
The  necessary  alterations  were  rapidly  pushed  forward,  and  on  the  reception 
of  his  goods  he  fitted  up  the  store  at  considerable  expense,  using  French  glass 
ware,  porcelain  jars,  mahogany  drawers  and  marble  counter,  iu  a  style  unique 
and  attractive  in  that  day.  But  the  most  important  part  was  the  stock  of  drugs 
and  chemicals  he  had  selected,  including  many  novelties,  and  the  apparatus  for 
making  and  vending  carbonic  acid  water. 

Coming  well  recommended  from  Baltimore,  as  well  as  from  abroad,  the  prin- 
cipal physicians,  Physic,  La  Heche,  Monges,  Bache,  Jackson,  Griffith,  Dewees 
and  others  were  prompt  in  patronizing  the  store,  and  its  enterprizing  proprie- 
tor soon  had  a  nourishing  business. 

On  tlie  25th  of  October,  182.5,  Mr.  Durand  married  a  second  time,  to  Miss 
Marie  Antoinette  Berauld,  daughter  of  a  merchant  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  one  of  the 
French  refugees  from  the  St.  Domingo  Insurrection.  (He  had  four  children 
by  this  marriage,  all  of  whom  died  youngs  except  his  son,  Alfred  B.  Durand, 
who  survives  him.) 

In  182.5  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  of 
Philadelphia.  This  brought  bim  into  contact  with  men  of  science  and  opened 
a  field  of  usefulness  for  his  botanical  talents,  which  he  cultivated  with  great 
zeal  and  success,  and  corresponded  with  many  botanists  in  Europe,  by  which 
his  collection  of  plants  was  greatly  extended.  In  the  same  year  he  be- 
can.e  a  member  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  in  1832  was 
elected  a  corresjionding  member  of  the  Soctete  de  Pharmacie  of  Paris,  and 
contributed  valuable  original  articles  to  the  Journals  of  both  Societies.  In 
fact  he  wrote  the  first  article  of  the  first  regular  series  of  the  American  Jour- 
nal of  Pharmacy,  and  others  are  scattered  through  the  following  ten  vol- 
umes. In  1829,  in  connection  with  Dr.  Togno,  he  translated  and  published 
Edwards  and  Vavasseur's  Manual  of  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  to  which 
he  made  many  additions  of  a  pharmaceutical  character,  before  the  publication 
of  the  United  States  Dispensatory. 

At  the  period  when  Durand  opened  his  store  French  Pharmacy  stood  con- 
fesbodly  by  far  in  advance  of  that  of  all  other  countries,  whilst  his  thorough 
education  and  recent  visit  to  France  for  stock,  etc.,  gave  him  such  great  ad- 
vantages that  his  store  became  an  important  centre  of  pharmaceutical  infor- 
mation, which  directly  and  indirectly  had  much  to  do  with  the  introduction  of 
scientific  pharmacy  into  Philadelphia,  and  through  this  College,  its  Journal  and 
graduates  into  the  United  States.  Many  of  the  finer  medicinal  chemicals  were 
made  in  this  country  first  by  Durand,  which  gave  him  a  prestige  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  his  great  skill  as  a  pharmaceutist,  his  untiring  industry,  close  attention 
to  business  and  social  and  scientific  qualities  attracted  the  most  eminent  phy- 
sicians to  his  store,  which  became  the  daily  resort  of  such  men  as  Drs.  Horner, 
McClellan,  Mitchell,  Meigs,  Mutter,  Bache  and  Goddard.  The  possession  of 
a  good  library,  and  the  monthly  reception  of  important  foreign  journals,  enabled 
him  to  study  new  medicines  promptly ;  and,  in  looking  back,  it  will  be  found 
that  many  new  preparations,  as  solution  of  iodide  of  iron,  Kermes  mineral  as 
now  made,  iodide  of  arsenic,  iron  by  hydrogen,  etc.,  were  first  introduced 
through  his  store.     This  devotion  to  his  profession  soon  rendered  "  Durand's 
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drug  store  '  well  known  to  the  general  public,  and  gave  a  great  impetvs  to  bis 
prescription  business. 

Darand  took  pains  in  training  bis  apprentices,  and  some  of  our  best  pharma- 
ceutists emanated  from  bis  counter.  He  required  of  them  daily  study  of  articles 
in  the  Dispensatory,  and  it  was  his  custom  to  examine  the  packages  of  drugs 
for  stock  when  received,  making  it  the  occasion  to  point  out  to  bis  boys  and 
assistants  the  faults  and  merits  of  the  articles.  Looking  at  I'harmacy  as  a 
profession,  requiring  education  and  training  for^its  success,  lie  taught  them  to 
respect  their  business,  and  always  manifested[a  warm  interest  in  their  progress. 
One  of  his  eleres  has  said  "  he  never  required  those  in  bis  employ  to  do  that 
which  he  would  not  willingly  do  himself,  and^his  intercourse  with  them  was  not 
that  of  master,  but  of  a'genial  friend."  The  writer  remembers  gratefully  when, 
in  early  life,  he  was  engaged  in  ^investigations  under  jgreat  disadvantages  for 
want  of  accurate  instruments,  his  friend  Durand  imported  a  set  of  French 
metrical  weights,  and  presented  them  to  him  with  a  word  of  encouragement. 

In  1835  Durand  was  the  first  to  introduce  the  bottling  of  mineral  waters  in 
this  country,  and  ^opened  a  large  establishment 'in  Sixth  street  above  Arch. 
The  apparatus  for  manufacturing  the  waters,  and  especially  that  part  of  it  for 
bottling  under  pressure,  was  of  his  own  invention  and  superior  to  any  then  in 
use  in  France.  He  afterwards  sent  the  latter  to  the  Societe  de  Pharmacie,  and 
it  was  adopted  into  use  in  Paris,  lie  also  at  this  time  extensively  manufac- 
tured vinegar  from  cider  by  a  quick  process,  by  which  air  was  forced  through 
the  cider  and  rapidly  acetified  it.  This  business  was  in  full  and  successful 
operation  when  the  money  crisis  of  1837  prostrated  the  commercial  community, 
and  with  it  this  branch  of  bis  business,  with  great  loss  to  the  manufacturer, 
who  afterwards  adhered  closely  to  his  legitimate  profession  until  his  retirement. 

About  this  period,  and  for  many  years  after,  various  valuable  contributions 
to  American  pharmacy  came  from  Darand's  store,  through  the  late  Augustine 
Duhamel,  who  was  a  protege  of  Durand  and  identified  with  his  store,  having 
been  for  many  years  his  chief  clerk.  The  process  of  (h'xplnrement,  now  called 
percolation,  was  there  first  introduced  in  this  country  by  Duhamel,  and  his  active 
pen  placed  on  record,  in  the  American  Journal  of  Pharmart/,  from  vol.  vi  to 
vol.  xviii,  many  valuable  evidences  of  his  industry  and  research. 

A  peculiarity  of  Durand's  business  was  the  number  of  specialties  he  intro- 
•duced,  original  or  of  foreign  origin,  paitially  growing  out  of  the  patronage  of 
particular  physicians.  His  long  experience  had  given  him  considerable  know- 
ledge in  therapeutics,  and  his  medical  friends  willingly  availed  themselves  of 
his  hints,  in  his  efforts  to  render  their  prescriptions  elegant  and  acceptable,  as 
well  as  efficient  compounds. 

The  relations  of  Dr.  Samuel  Jackson  with  Durand  have  been  much  miRDD- 
derstood,  and  the  cause  of  jealous  and  unkind  remarks,  and  at  one  time  even 
influenced  the  action  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy  in  reference  to  that  physi- 
cian. Dr.  Jackson  was  remarkable  for  his  mental  activity,  and  having  for  six 
years  been  professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  our  college,  and  one  of  its  earliest 
members,  bad  a  penchant  for  new  remedies.  His  patrona^o  of  Durand  ap- 
pears to  have  been  entirely  inlluenced  by  bis  respect  for  the  talents  of  the 
latter  as  a  pharmaceutist  and  chemist,  and  by  the  valuable  suggestive  aid 
received  from  him  when  called  upon  to  meet  emergencies  in  therapeutics.     Dr. 
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•Jackson  would  call  in  and  say,  "  Friend  Durand,  1  would  like  to  use  such  and 
such  medicines  in  combination;  now  do  your  best  to  make  me  an  efficient 
preparation  as  agreeable  as  possible  ;"  iMr.  Durand  would  then  study  out  the 
practical  difiBcuIties  and  get  the  medicine  into  shape.  In  this  way  many  pre- 
parations came  into  use  in  Philadelphia,  first  in  small  quantities,  but  gradually, 
•by  the  frequent  prescribing  of  them  by  Dr.  Jackson,  became  popular  medi- 
cines, sold  in  large  quantities  with  printed  labels.  The  use  of  Dr.  Jackson's 
name  in  connection  with  some  of  these  preparations  was  an  accidental  occur- 
rence, arising  from  the  patients  of  that  physician  asking  for  them  as  "  Dr. 
Jackson's  '' — a  course  perhaps  encouraged  by  the  extreme  liberality  of  Dr. 
Jackson — but,  when  too  late  to  recall  it,  Mr.  Durand  deeply  regretted  having 
unintentionally  involved  his  friend  and  patron  in  a  question  of  professional 
ethics.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  "Jackson's  Pectoral  Syrup,"  "  Jack- 
son's Pectoral."  and  "Ammonia  Lozenges,"  "The  Saline  Aperient,"  a  com- 
ipound  of  tartrate  of  soda,  bicarbonate  of  soda  and  cream  of  tartar  with  oil  of 
lemon,  "  Narcotic  Cigarettes,"  "A  peculiar  denarcotized  laudanum,"  the  fore- 
runner of  "  Mc.Munn's  Eli.xir,"  "Syrup  of  Phosphate  of  Lime,"  and  "  Com- 
pound Mixture  of  the  Pihosphates,"  afterwards  made  into  a  syrup,  came  into 
use  from  his  prescriptions,  at  Durand's.  Phosphate  of  potash  was  here  first 
made  for  medicinal  use  for  Dr.  Jackson,  for  the  ''  compound  syrup  of  the 
phosphates,"  which  still  continues  in  use  in  modified  forms  as  made  by 
iBlaif,  Parrish  and  others.  Extractum  sanguinis,  made  from  the  blood  of  the 
ox  deprived  of  its  corpuscles,  was  also  a  suggestion  of  Dr.  Jackson.  The 
"  Powder  "  and  "  Elixir"  of  Dr.  Castillon,  of  Cuba,  Cucumber  ointment,  Lar- 
tigue's  pills  and  various  noted  French  preparations,  as  Baume  Tranquille, 
Baume  Genevieve,  Ongnent  de  la  Mere  and  Leroy's  medicines  were  introduced 
by  Durand,  and  he  was  the  first  to  import  and  dispense  "  Quevenne's  iron  by 
hydrogen  "  in  pills,  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Meigs,  who  prescribed  them  in 
large  quantities  in  a  great  variety  of  cases. 

Through  all  the  varied  engagements,  disappointments  and  losses  of  our 
friend,  his  interest  in  botany  never  wavered,  and  appears  to  have  been  a  source 
«f  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction.  In  1837  he  made  an  expedition  to  the  Great 
Dismal  Swamp  of  Virginia,  where  he  acquired  many  interesting  specimens 
His  friendly  relations  with  Joseph  Bonaparte  (Count  Souvilliers)  caused  him 
often  to  visit  the  fine  country  seat  of  the  latter,  at  Bordentown,  famous  for  its  bo- 
tanical treasures,  where  he  met  and  was  useful  to  many  of  his  countrymen  in  exile 
in  their  inquiries  regarding  American  institutions.  He  spoke  of  the  Count  as  a 
man  of  mild  and  polished  manners,  unaffected,  and  gifted  with  a  most  agrees 
■able  flow  of  language.  Possessing  great  erudition,  he  yet  suited  his  conversa- 
tion to  the  one  conversing  with  him,  making  intercourse  with  him  pleasant  and 
agreeable,  and  he  seemed  to  be  perfectly  familiar  with  all  the  natural  sciences. 
In  1840,  when  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  was  invited  to  assist 
in  the  revision  of  the  U.  S.  PharmacopfEia,  Durand  was  one  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  that  service,  in  which  he  took  part  and  contributed  valuable  sug- 
.gestions  to  the  work,  several  of  which  yet  remain  after  three  successive  revi- 
sions. The  writer  served  with  him  on  this  Committee,  and  well  remembers  his 
valuable  labors  and  counsel  given  on  that  occasion. 
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In  1844  Pnraud  was  elected  Yice-President  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy. 
In  1851  Mrs.  Durand,  who,  during  twenty-six  years  had  been  his  companion 
and  friend,  died  at  their  home  on  Ninth  street,  which  event  induced  him  to 
retire  from  business  in  favor  of  his  son,  and  devote  his  leisure  time  entirely  to 
botanical  studies.  Though  so  long  a  resident  of  the  United  States,  and  pos- 
sessing an  excellent  command  of  the  English  language  so  a.s  to  write  it  fluently 
and  correctly,  his  conversation  was  always  marked  with  a  French  accent,  and 
sometimes  with  French  idiom.  He  was  a  good  Latin  scholar,  wrote  with  great 
facility  in  a  close  set  hand-writing,  and  was  the  author  of  several  biographical 
and  scientific  memoirs.  In  1854  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  American 
Philosophical  Society,  and  was  subsequently  one  of  its  curators. 

In  1855  he  published,  in  connection  with  Dr.  Hilgard,  a  memoir  on  the  plants 
collected  in  the  expedition  of  Lieut.  R.  Williamson,  U.  S.  Engineer,  to  Cali- 
fornia, and  another,  called  "Plantce  Prattenense,"  on  an  extensive  collection  of 
plants  made  by  Mr.  Pratten  in  Nevada  and  adjacent  territory.  In  1856  he 
published  an  enumeration  of  the  plants  collected  in  Dr.  Kane's  first  expedition 
to  the  A  rctic  regions,  in  the  Journal  of  the  Academy,  About  this  time  he  wrote 
and  read  before  the  Philosophical  Society  a  biographical  memoir  of  the  late 
Francois  Andre  Michaux,  the  author  of  the  "  Sylva  Americana,"  who  willed 
a  sum  of  money  for  the  establishment  of  a  park  of  A  nierican  forest  trees,  which 
is  now  existing  in  Fairmount  Park,  and  known  as  the  "  Michaux  Grove."  In 
1857  he  commenced  the  work  of  separating  the  North  American  plants  in  the 
herbarium  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  and  forming  them  into  a  distinct 
collection,  which  occupied  him  several  years,  often  working  four  hours  daily 
in  the  botanical  room  of  the  Academy.  His  labors  in  connection  with  this 
valued  institution  will,  however,  be  more  fittingly  enlarged  upon  by  a  special 
memorialist  appointed  by  the  Academy.  In  this  year  he  was  elected  an  honor- 
ary member  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association.  In  1859  he  pub- 
lished a  memoir  entitled,  "A  Sketch  of  the  Botany  of  the  Basin  of  the  Great 
Salt  Lake  of  Utah." 

In  1859  his  friend.  Dr.  Thomas  Nuttall,  author  of  the  three  volumes  in  con- 
tinuation of  Michaux's  Sylva  and  other  works,  and  so  many  years  the  botanist 
in  chief  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  at  Philadelphia,  died  in  England. 
The  memoir  written  of  him  by  Durand  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  best  notices  of 
that  distinguished  botanist  and  ornithologist,  of  whom  he  was  the  eu-^cessor  Id 
the  botanical  department  of  the  Academy. 

In  1860  Durand  visited  France  a  second  time,  and  derived  great  pleasure 
from  intercourse  with  his  relatives,  and  many  friends  who  had  been  with  him  ia 
"The  Grand  Army."  He  also  for  the  first  time  visited  England,  and  was 
greatly  pleast-d  with  the  gardens  and  museums  of  London  and  vicinity.  Whilst 
in  Paris  he  had  occasion  to  examine  the  herbarium  of  the  "  Garden  of  Plants," 
and  finding  the  collection  of  North  American  plants  very  incomplete,  he  deter- 
mined to  remedy  the  deficiency  by  sending  over  his  own  fine  collection.  Ascer- 
taining, however,  on  his  return,  that  he  could  yet  make  valuable  additions  to  hii 
collection,  rendering  it  more  complete,  he  subscribed  to  all  the  botanical  ex- 
peditions, and  set  to  work  himself  to  collect,  making  ezcnrsions  every  sammer. 


^oy^Ms™-}  Minutes  of  the  CoUegt.  517 

returnin<]f  always  with  rich  harvests  of  plants.  Finally,  in  1868,  after  putting 
his  herbarium  in  order  by  arranging  the  new  specimens  in  proper  position,  he 
packed  the  whole  carefully  and  shipped  it  to  France,  following  it  on  the  26th  of 
June,  in  company  with  his  son  and  daughter-in-law,  in  the  "Ville  de  Paris." 
Durand's  collection,  the  work  of  many  years,  contained  over  10,000  species  and 
over  100,000  specimens  from  all  parts  of  North  America.  This  munificent  gift 
to  his  native  country  was  fully  appreciated,  especially  by  the  professors  at  the 
Garden  of  Plants  Museum,  where  it  has  been  arranged  in  a  special  gallery, 
and  labelled  "Herhia  Dara^id." 

About  the  year  1858  Mr.  Durand  presented  to  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Pharmacy  a  general  herbarium  of  about  12,000  specimens,  which  form  the 
nucleus  of  the  present  collection  in  its  museum. 

After  his  return  from  France  in  1869,  he  wrote  an  elaborate  article  on  the 
genus  Vitis,  of  North  America,  and  the  relation  of  the  cultivated  varieties  of 
the  grape  to  the  natural  species,  together  with  remarks  on  the  wines  made  in 
the  United  States,  and  sent  it  as  a  contribution  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Lin- 
nean  Society  of  Bordeaux,  France.  This  essay  attracted  considerable  attention 
abroad,  and  was  reprinted  by  the  "  Societe  d'Acclimatation,"  of  Paris.  He 
subsequently  was  elected  to  membership  by  both  societies. 

As  a  citizen,  Durand  took  but  Utile  part  in  political  or  municipal  affairs. 
His  social  and  scientific  qualities  endeared  him  to  all  who  came  in  close  con- 
tact with  him.  One  who  knew  him  intimately  says  "  he  was  a  man  of  generous 
impulses,  and  his  private  charities  were  numerous."  He  was  an  active  member 
of  the  French  Benevolent  Society,  of  Philadelphia,  took  an  interest  in  render- 
ing it  available  to  his  needy  countrymen  in  this  city,  and  remembered  it  in  his 
Will. 

After  his  last  return  from  Europe  our  friend  continued  his  interest  in  botany 
in  favor  of  his  collection  at  Paris,  but  many  months  ago,  feeling  that  age  was 
advancing,  and  that  he  had  worked  industriously  and  effectively  during  his 
long  life,  he  gradually  relinquished  his  scientific  engagements.  Finding  his 
bodily  powers  and  faculties  depreciating,  he  quietly  retired  from  his  usnal 
walks,  and  after  a  season  of  depressed  intellectual  vigor,  he  slowly  faded  away 
in  the  80th  year  of  his  age,  and  died  on  the  14th  of  August,  1873,  at  his  resi- 
dence on  Broad  street,  Philadelphia,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him. 

The  reading  of  this  paper  was  listened  to  with  attention  and  elicited  remarks 
from  several  members,  among  whom  were  Prof.  Procter,  Chas.  Bullock,  Robert 
■Shoemaker,  Samuel  S.  Garrigues  and  William  C.  Bakes.  Reference  was  made 
ito  his  methodical  habit  of  instructing  the  young  men  in  his  employ  in  all  the 
minutiae  of  his  business  ;  of  his  popularity  with  certain  physicians  because  of 
his  tact  in  combining  new  remedies  with  compatibles  in  an  elegant  manner 
suitable  for  administration,  and  ot  his  general  scientific  attainments  in  his  pro- 
fession, each  one  presenting  some  feature  of  his  life  and  character  worthy  of 
imitation ;  some  habit  or  custom  in  his  business  which  might  with  propriety  be 
emulated,  and  all  uniting  in  the  fact  that  the  College  has  lost  one  of  its  bright- 
est ornaments,  and  science  a  distinguished  votary. 
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Prof.  Procter  read  the  following  paper  on  the  decease  of  John  H.  Ecky,  a> 
member  of  the  College,  which  was  accepted  and  referred  lo  the  publishing  com- 
mittee. 

John  H.  Ecky,  formerly  an  active  member  of  this  College,  died  in  Philadel- 
phia on  the  13th  day  of  July.  1873,  aged  61  years.  He  was  the  son  of  Anthony 
Ecky,  one  of  the  founders  of  our  College,  at  tliat  time  a  wholesale  druggist, 
doing  business  at  the  north-east  corner  of  Third  and  Walnut  streets. 

John  H.  Ecky  served  his  apprenticeship  to  the  drug  and  paint  business  with 
the  late  Jacob  Bigonet,  also  a  member  of  this  College,  in  Lombard  street  below 
Sixth,  with  whom  he  afterwards  entered  into  co-partnership,  under  the  firm  of 
J.  Bigonet  <fe  Co.,  which  continued  several  years. 

Mr.  Ecky  at  one  time  took  much  interest  in  this  (college,  contributed  to  the 
Journal,  and  was  a  frequent  attendant  of  the  pharmaceutical  meetings.  He 
was  warm-hearted  and  generous,  had  had  a  fair  education,  and  was  a  reputable 
apothecary. 

Charles  Bullock  referred  to  the  decease  of  Dr.  Frederick  A.  Keffer,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  College,  formerly  from  Philadelphia,  but  late  a  resident  of  New  Or- 
leans, where  he  died  recently  after  a  short  illness. 

Charles  Bullock  called  the  attention  of  the  College  to  the  recent  ruling  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  relative  to  the  stamp  tax  on  medicinal  pre- 
parations, contrasting  it  with  former  rulings,  and  pointed  out  its  inconsistency 
herewith. 

On  motion  of  Jas.  T.  Shinn,  a  committee  of  two,  consisting  of  Robert  Shoe- 
maker and  Joseph  P.  Remington,  was  appointed  to  proceed  to  Washington  to 
confer  with  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  RevenHe  on  the  subject,  and  to  en- 
deavor to  have  the  late  ruling  reversed,  if  possible. 

Mr.  Bullock  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  for  the  total  abo- 
lition of  the  stamp  tax  on  medicines,  which,  on  motion  of  A.  B.  Taylor,  were 
adopted,  and  the  Corresponding  Secretary  was  directed  to  send  a  copy  to  each 
of  the  Colleges  of  Pharmacy  and  Pkarmaceutical  Associations  in  the  Unitedi 
States. 

"Whereas,  The 
cines,  as  detaile( 

intended  to  apply  only  to  preparations  known  as  "proprietary" — the  term' 
"  proprietary"  having  long  been  defined  as  "  a  peculiar  or  exclusive  right  of' 
possession  ;"  and, 

JMiereas,  Conflicting  decisions  have  from  time  to  time  been  given  regarding 
the  class  of  medicines  coming  under  the  operation  of  the  stamp  tax,  causing 
great  confusion,  impeding  business,  and  rendering  druggists  and  manufacturers 
disposed  to  a  conscientious  fulfilment  of  the  ])rovision8  of  the  law,  liable  to  great 
annoyance,  and  often  penalty,  by  reason  of  decisions  of  the  department  at 
variance  with  the  opinions  and  long  continued  practice  under  former  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Internal  Revenue,  and, 

Wliertuf^  the  nncessity  for  the  continuance  of  the  stamp  tax  on  medicines 
appears  questionable  as  a  source  of  pecuniary  revenue  to  the  Government ; 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  this  College,  in  its  corporate  capacity,  do  petition  Congress, 
at  its  next  sestJion,  to  aljolish  such  part  of  the  internal  revenue  laws  as  relates, 
to  a  stamp  tux  on  medicines. 

Resolved,  That  we  invite  the  co-operation  of  the  Colleges  of  Pharmacy  and< 
Pharmaceutical  Assnciations  in  the  United  States  to  effect  this  purpose. 

This  being  the  Semi- Annual  Meeting,  an  election  for  eight  Trustees  and  fc 


le  stamp  tax  imposed  by  the  internal  revenue  laws  on  medi<- 
3d  in  schedule  C  of  the  code,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  this  College, 
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Committee  of  three  on  Deceased  Members  was  ordered.  8.  Mason  McCoUiii 
and  Joseph  P.  Remington  acting  as  tellers,  reported  the  following  gentlemen 
elected  to  the  respective  duties. 

Trustees.— Dr.  Wilson  H,  Pile,  Alfred  B.  Taylor,  Evan  T.  Kllis,  S.  Mason 
McCollin,  Charles  Bullock,  William  C.  Bakes,  William  Mclutyre  and  Albert 
P.  Brown. 

Committee  on  Deceased  Members. — \Vm.  Procter,  Jr.,  Charles  Bullock  and 
Alfred  B.  Taylor. 

Then  on  motion  adjourned. 

William  J.  Jenks,  Secretary. 


A  Special  Meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  was  held  Octo- 
ber 21st,  1873,  at  the  College  Hall,  Dillwyn  Parrish,  President,  in  the  Chair  ; 
39  members  present. 

The  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  hear  a  report  of  the  Committee  appointed 
at  the  Semi- Annual  Meeting  in  September  to  visit  Washisgt on  for  the  purpose 
of  endeavoring  to  effect  a  change  in  the  ruling  of  the  Commissioner  of  Internal 
Revenue  relative  1o  the  stamp  tax  on  medicines. 

Joseph  P.  Remington,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  read  an  interesting  re- 
port, the  substance  of  which  is  embodied  in  the  following  abstract.  The  Com- 
mittee, in  conjunction  with  a  similar  one  appointed  by  the  Drug  Exchange, 
visited  the  Commissinnor  of  Internal  Revenue  at  Washington  on  the  30th  ult., 
presented  their  views,  luid  stated  the  inconsistency,  in  their  opinion,  of  the  re- 
cent ruling  with  the  decisions  of  previous  Commissioners,  and  endeavored  to 
effect  a  return  to  the  original  rule  that  had  been  followed  since  the  passage  of 
the  law.  They  presented  a  number  of  cases  for  his  opinion  as  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  law  regarding  the  necessity  of  a  stamp  when  put  up  in  packages 
ready  for  sale,  such  as  laudanum,  paregoric  elixir,  hive  syrup,  etc.,  with  their 
respective  labels  specifying  the  dose  to  be  given.  The  Commissioner  called 
to  his  aid  his  assistant,  and  the  two  expounded  the  law,  in  accordance 
with  their  view  of  the  matter,  generally,  however,  at  variance  with  the  views 
entertained  by  the  Committee,  and  sometimes  at  variance  with  one  another., 
showing  the  whole  subject  to  be  a  matter  the  depth  of  which  was  beyond  their 
ability  to  fathom.  The  Commissioner  acknowledged  that  the  execution  of  the 
law  gave  him  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  signified  his  willingness  to  assist  in 
having  it  repealed.  He  was  aslvcd  by  the  Committee  if  he  had  called  in  any 
experts  to  assist  him  in  his  decisions,  and  his  reply  was  that  he  felt  fully  com- 
petent to  decide  upon  the  question.  His  mind  seemed  made  up  to  carry  out- 
his  recent  ruling  in  full,  but  not  until  the  trade  had  been  made  acquainted  with 
the  requirements  of  the  department. 

He  explained  the  matter  more  fully  by  saying  that  "where  physic  and  phy- 
sician were  supplied  to  the  patient  at  the  same  time,  as  was  the  case  where 
labels  were  used  giving  the  name,  dose  and  directions  of  the  medicine,  it  was 
plain  that  a  stamp  was  required,"  and  he  therefore  ruled  that  the  dose  and  di- 
rections were  sufficient  to  make  any  medicine  stampable  ;  as  instances  a  num- 
ber of  labels  for  special  articles  were  cited,  such  as  Epsom  salts,  one  dose ; 
castor  oil,  one  dose  ;  "  both  require  stamps,"  was  the    reply.    Seidlitz  powders, 
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Ou  this  label  the  Commissioner  and  his  assistants  dilTercd  in  judgment;  one 
paid  that  the  ordinary  direction  did  not  indicate  the  dose,  while  the  other  con- 
tended that  it  did,  and  must  be  stamped. 

The  Committee,  at  last,  finding  it  was  useless  to  prolong  the  discussion,  re- 
tired, satisfied  that  the  trade  must  be  prepared  to  meet  the  requirements  o* 
the  recent  letter  of  instructions  issued  by  the  Commissioner,  until  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  law  or  its  total  repeal  can  be  effected. 

The  report  was  fully  considered  and  accepted,  and  will  appear  in  full  in  the 
next  number  of  the  Journal. 

Charles  Bullock  read  a  portion  of  the  recent  report  published  by  the  Drug 
Exchange.  He  clearly  demonstrated  the  absurdity  of  the  Commissioner's 
opinions  on  several  points,  and  particularly  in  relation  to  the  difference  be- 
tween a  printed  and  a  written  label  with  directions,  the  first  requiring  a  stamp 
and  the  latter  being  exempt. 

The  whole  matter  was  fully  discussed  by  Messrs.  Shoemaker  ,  Blair,  R.  C. 
Daris,  W.  B.  Webb  and  others,  each  one  presenting  some  embarrassing  fea- 
ture of  the  operation  of  the  law,  which  would  make  it  intolerable  to  the  whole 
trade,  and  all  were  of  opinion  that  nothing  short  of  its  repeal,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  a  tax  on  medicines  prepared  from  published  formulae,  would  be  satis- 
factory. 

Mr.  Vogelbach  offered  a  resolution  appointing  a  Committee  to  bring  for- 
ward a  test  case  for  legal  decision  in  the  U.  S.  Court,  supporting  it  with  the 
argument  that  we  bad  better  meet  the  case  at  once. 

Mr.  A.  II.  Jones  advocated  no  action  in  a  legal  point  of  view,  but  thought 
agitation  of  the  subject  desirable,  both  in  the  Journal  of  the  College  and  in  the 
public  press.  This  view  was  coincided  with  by  Prof.  Procter,  who  advocated 
delay  until  after  the  meeting  of  Congress,  when  it  was  hoped  that  by  properly 
presenting  the  case  to  the  members  of  that  body,  a  repeal  of  the  law  might  be 
effected. 

Mr.  Vogelbach's  resolution  was  then  adopted  as  follows  : 

Renolved^  That  a  Comniiltec  of  tliis  C'ollef((  be  iii)iioiiitc(l  to  l)riiifr  t'orwfird  a  test 
ca.se  under  the  recent  ruling  of  the  Commi.ssioner  of  Internal  Revenue  before  the 
U.  S.  District  Court  for  the  Eastern  District  of  I'enn.sylvania,  for  a  decision  as  re- 
gards the  proper  interpretation  of  Schedule  C  of  Act  of  July  13tli,  18G4,  and  other 
Bectioiis  applying  to  said  schedule  and  amendments  tliereto,  if  in  their  opinion  it  is 
advisalilc  to  do  so. 

%  The  Chair  appointed  Robert  Shoemaker,  Joseph  P  Remington,  Charles  Bul- 
lock, James  T.  Shinn   and    Plerman  A .  Vogelbach,  the  Committee;  and  the 
Meeting,  on  motion,  added  the  President  to  their  number. 
Then  on  motion  adjourned. 

William  J.  Jk.nks,  Secretary.  , 


Slinutfs  of  i\t  IP^armaccutical  ]i\u{\\^. 

A  pharmaceutical  meeting  was  held  on  the  afternoon  of  October  21st,  1873, 
in  the  hall  of  the  College.  Present,  twenty  members.  Dillwyn  Parrish,  Pre- 
sident, in  the  chair. 
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Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  at  which  the  meeting  was  convened,  on 
account  of  a  preceding  meeting  occupying  so  much  of  the  time,  the  number  of 
members  remaining  was  small. 

Prof.  Maisch  read  a  letter  from  Clemmons  Parrish,  tendering  his  resignation 
as  Registrar,  his  present  engagements  preventing  his  attending  to  the  duties 
of  the  office.     On  motion,  his  resignation  was  accepted. 

This  being  the  regular  time  for  electing  a  Registrar,  as  provided  in  the  by- 
laws, Joseph  P.  Remington  was  elected  to  fill  the  otiice. 

Richard  V.  Mattison  read  a  paper  on  Fluid  Extract  of  Ipecac,*  in  which  he 
suggests  an  improvement  in  the  present  officinal  formula,  by  depriving  the 
percolate  of  the  peculiar  substance  which  causes  turbidity,  and  decreasing  the 
proportion  of  glycerin  Vl^  per  cent. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Pile  called  attention  to  a  sample  of  adulterated  oil  of  gaultheria, 
which  seems  now  to  be  pressing  on  the  market.  The  adulterating  substance 
he  found  to  be  chloroform,  and  the  means  adopted  for  detecting  the  fraud  were, 
first,  by  taking  the  specific  gravity,  and,  sec  ;ndly,  noting  the  boiling-point. 
The  specific  gravity  of  true  oil  of  gaultheria  is  1-L8,  whilst  that  of  the  sample 
in  question  was  r24.  The  boiling-point  of  the  true  oil  is  400°  F.,  whilst  the 
adulterated  oil  boiled  actively  at  200°  P.  By  shaking  the  adulterated  oil  in  a 
test-tube,  after  slightly  warming,  the  odor  of  chloroform  is  distinctly  apparent. 
He  ascertained  that  this  impurity  existed  in  the  oil  in  the  proportion  of  1  part 
of  chloroform  to  4  parts  of  oil,  and  his  mode  of  arriving  at  the  quantitative 
estimation  consisted  in  mixing  certain  proportions  of  chloroform  and  oil 
together  until  he  obtained  the  same  specific  gravity  as  the  adulterated  sample 
had.  __ 

Charles  Bullock  stated  that  he  had  met  with  two  cans  of  the  oil,  which  he 
thought  probably  belonged  to  the  same  lot  as  that  mentioned  by  Dr.  Pile,  and 
he  exhibited  a  very  neat  and  convenient  little  apparatus  for  detecting  and  sep- 
arating the  mixed  liquids  by  fractional  distillation.  It  consisted  of  a  small  glass 
flask,  into  which  the  oil  was  poured  ;  a  bulb-like  stopper,  having  a  tubulure  at 
the  top,  which  had  a  rather  long  tube  leading  from  it  at  a  similar  angle  to 
that  usually  seen  in  alembics,  and  a  thermometer,  which  passed  through  the 
tubulure  and  into  the  bulb  of  the  stopper.  If  heat  is  now  applied  to  the  flask, 
the  temperature  of  the  vapor  which  fills  the  bulb  and  is  being  condensed  can 
easily  be  read  off.  By  this  method  he  was  able  to  separate  the  chloroform  from 
the  oil,  and  he  also  found  that  it  contained  a  very  large  portion  of  oil  of  sassa- 
fras. The  manner  in  which  the  oil  had  been  made  seemed  to  have  been  : 
Take  4  or  5  lbs.  oil  of  sassafras,  1  lb.  oil  of  gaultheria,  and  chloroform  suffi- 
cient quantity  to  bring  up  the  specific  gravity  to  the  right  point. 

Prof.  iVlaisch,  speaking  of  oil  of  gaultheria  adulterated  with  oil  of  sassafras, 
said  that  when  the  adulterated  oil  is  treated  in  the  cold  with  commercial  nitric 
acid  a  deep  red  resinous  mass  separates,  whilst  the  pure  oil  of  gaultheria  is  not 
colored  by  it. 

XJharles  Bullock  reported  that,  having  some  suspicions  that  the   heavy  lubri- 

♦  See  page  W-  of  this  nuHiber. 
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eating  coal  oils  were  used  for  the  purposes  of  adulteration,  he  took  the  specific 
gravity  of  one  of  the  most  dense  in  the  market,  and  found  it  to  be  only  "SSS  ^ 
he  regarded  them  on  this  account  unfit  for  the  purpose. 

Prof.  Maisch  exhibited  three  samples  of  Pareira  brava,  two  of  which  differed 
from  the  kind  usually  seen  in  commerce  of  late  years,  and  a  sample  of  the  real 
Pareira,  which  has  been  proved  by  Mr.  Daniel  Hanbury  to  be  produced. by 
Chovdodendron  tomentosum.  The  three  spurious  pareiras,  all  of  which  were 
mentioned  in  Mr.  Hanbury's  paper,  were  the  usual  commercial  variety,  witb 
the  layers  of  wood  in  more  or  less  excentric  layers  ;  a  sample  of  a  bright 
yellow  color  internally  and  with  the  wood  developed  almost  altogether  in  one 
direction,  and  a  sample  nearly  tasteless,  the  wood  of  which  is  in  more  concen- 
tric layers  ;  the  sources  of  these  three  kinds  are  unknown,  but  all  are  derived 
from  plants  of  the  order  Menispermaceae. 

Mr.  Gaillard  spoke  of  having  received  a  sample  of  what  purported  to  be 
French  quinine,  from  a  friend  in  the  South,  who  had  been  offered  the  article  at 
a  very  low  price,  and  had  sent  him  a  portion  to  ascertain  why  it  could  be  sold 
so  low.     It  proved  to  be  the  old  fraud — muriate  of  cinchonia. 

Prof.  Maisch  read  an  extract  from  the  "Circular  of  the  Philadelphia  Drug 
Exchange"  in  relation  to  this  subject,  as  follows : 

Cinchonia  Muriate.  From  the  '-Druggists"  Circular,"  New  York,  October,  1873, 
we  extract  the  following  statement,  reiiorteil  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Americaa 
Pharmaceutical  Association  at  Richmond  : 

••Prof.  Maisch  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  verj-  large  quantities  of  muriate  of 
cinchonia  had  lieeii  put  up  in  the  style  of  French  (juinine,  and  having  an  imitation, 
of  Pelletier's  label  upon  it,  and  that  it  had  been  exteusively  introduced  in  the  South- 
ern States. 

••  Dr.  Squibb  said  that  some  of  the  manufacturers  of  quinia  were  in  part  respon- 
sible for  this  attempt  to  defraud  the  people,  as  they  in  the  course  of  their  manufac- 
ture accumulated  larj^e  quantities  of  the  cinchonia  salts,  and  they  disposed  of  them 
indiscriminately  to  any  who  applied  for  them." 

We  take  occasion  to  say  that,  so  far  as  American  manufacturers  of  sul|)hatc  of 
quinia  are  concerned  (1),  they  do  not  dispose  of  tiie  cinchonia  salts  indiscriminately 
to  any  who  apply  for  them,  but  only  to  regular  customers  wiio  pay  for  them  ;  and 
(2),  so  far  from  being  responsible  for  this  attempt  to  defraud  the  people,  they  pur- 
posely avoid  handlinff  muriate  of  cinrhonia — they  do  not  make  the  article. 

"We  con.'iidcr  that  this  statement  is  eminently  due  to  our  friends  who  make  suli>h. 
r|uinia  here,  for  they  have  not  only  declined  making,  but  refuse  tf)  deal  in,  the  arti- 
cle of  muriate,  of  cinchonia.  on  account  of  its  close  rescml)lance  to  sulphate  of  quinia. 

Muriate  of  cinchonia  is  largely  sold  in  Europe,  but  not  in  this  country,  so  far  as 
sulph.  ((uinia  manufacturers  are  interested. 

It  was  suggested  that  advantage  might  be  taken  of  the  condition  of  affairs 
to  ascertain  what  virtues  muriate  of  cinchonia  possesses  as  an  antiperiodic. 

Job.  p.  Remington  introduced  the  subject  of  [)ilutcd  Phosphoric  Acid,  and 
gave  the  results  of  an  experiment  based  on  a  fact  mentioned  to  him  by  Prof. 
Maisch,  in  which  it  was  shown  that  diluted  phosphoric  acid,  made  from  the 
phosphorus  direct,  according  to  the  U.  S.  Pharniacoptria,  would  make  a  clear 
solution  when  mixed  with  an  ccjual  quantity  of  tincture  of  chloride  of  iron, 
whilst  that  made  from  the  glacial  phosphoric  acid  produced  a  precipitate  when 
similarly  mixed. 

Prof.  Maisch  stated  that  it  required   repeated   treatment  with  nitric  acid  ia 


'^Nov.''f:m3!"^}     .    Pharmaceutical  Golleyes,  etc.  523^ 

the  manner  laid  down  in  the  second  formula  of  the  PharmacopoBia  in  order  to- 

thoroughly  convert  the  monobasic  into  the  tribasic  variety. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

JosEFH  P.  Remington,  Registrar. 


l^anuHteutital  Colleges  n)i  Associations. 

Vermont  Pharmaceutical  Association. — The  fourth  annual  meeting  was 
held  at  Burlington,  Yt.,  Sept.  24th  and  25th,  President  Frederick  Butcher  in 
the  chair,  A.  W.  Higgins,  Secretary,  After  considerable  discussion  on  the 
employment  of  the  English  language  in  prescriptions,  the  Association  voted' 
by  a  large  majority  in  favor  of  the  Latin.  A  committee  for  nominating  offi- 
cers was  appointed,  when  the  President  delivered  his  annual  address.  An. 
invitation  was  received  from  Messrs.  Wells,  Richardson  &  Co.  for  the  members 
with  their  ladies  to  participate  in  an  excursion  to  Plattsburg. 

At  the  afternoon  session  the  Treasurer's  report  was  read,  after  which  Prof. 
Seeley,  of  Middlebury  College,  delivered  an  address,  dwelling  on  the  impor- 
tance of  pharmaceutical  education.  The  establishment  of  a  pharmaceutical 
school  was  referred  to  a  special  committee  for  consideration,  and  report  next 
year.  The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  President,  L. 
E.  Sherman,  Ludlow.  Vice-Presidents,  C.  C.  Bingham,  St.  Johnsbury ;  Dana. 
J.  Morrill,  Swanton.  Secretary,  A.  W.  Higgins,  Rutland.  Treasurer,  Collins 
Blakely,  Montpelier. 

The  Association  adjourned  until  the  next  morning,  an  account  of  which  session^ 
has  not  been  received. 


The  Tennessee  Pharmaceutical  Association  was  organized  at  the  City  of' 
Nashville  Oct.  9th  and  10th.  A  constitution  was  adopted  and  committees- 
were  appointed  on  legislation  and  on  code  of  ethics.  A  seal  was  also  adopted. 
The  following  officers  were  elected  :  President,  J.  C.  Wharton,  of  Nashville. 
Vice-Presidents,  J.  G.  Rawlings,  of  Chattanooga;  R.  D.  McCauly,  of  Clarks- 
vilie,  and  J.  B.  Haddox,  of  Nashville.  Secretary,  Benj.  Lillard,  of  Nashville- 
Treasurer,  R.  E.  Page,  of  Nashville.  Committee  on  Papers  and  Queries,  W.. 
G.  Ewing,  M.  C.  Carrey,  E,  C.  Laurent.  Business  Committee,  R.  H.  Gordon, 
J.  Richards,  W.  H.  Smith.  Committee  on  Legislation,  W.  D.  Kline,  J.  R. 
Plarwell,  W.  H.  Wharton. 

Prof.  Lillard  read  a  paper  on  Apprentices,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
in  the  Nashville  daily  papers. 

Jas.  M.  Safford,  M.D.,  Ph.D.,  and  J.  Berrien,  Lindsley,  M.D.,  were  elected 
honorary  members,  and  after  transacting  some  business  of  minor  importance 
the  Association  adjourned,  to  meet  again  in  Nashville  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
May,  1874. 


The  Tenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference 
was  held  at  the  Church  Institute,  Bradford,  Sept.  16th  and  17th,  Mr.  H.  B. 
Brady,  F.L.S.,  F.C..^.,  President;  Prof.  J.  Attfield,  Secretary.  Twelve  local 
associations  were  represented  by  delegations,  but  the  attendance  of  members 
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was  hardly  as  numerous  as  on  former  occasions,  owing  to  the  increased  hotel 
charges  during  the  sessions  of  thi-  Conference  of  the  British  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science,  which,  as  usual,  have  been  held  in  the  same  city 
and  about  the  same  time.  The  album  containing  pictures  of  some  of  the  offi- 
cers and  members  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  which  had 
been  collected  for  this  purpose  by  the  Committee  on  Photographic  Album  of 
the  latter  Association,  was  laid  before  the  Conference  on  the  second  day, 
while  the  letter  announcing  it  was  read  at  the  first  session,  and  a  vote  of 
thanks  passed  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Williams.  A  resolution  was  passed  direct- 
ing a  message  of  fraternal  greetings  to  be  sent  to  the  American  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Association,  then  in  session  at  Richmond.  A  number  of  new  members 
were  elected,  after  which  Mr.  F.  Baden  Benger  read  the  report  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  and  Mr.  J.  F.  Schacht  the  Treasurer's  repori.  A  resolution 
increasing  the  annual  dues  to  7s.  6d.  was  carried  unanimously.  The  President 
then  delivered  his  annual  address,  reviewing  the  origin  of  the  Conference  and 
the  labors  at  the  various  meetings,  the  consolidation  of  several  pharmacopoeias 
into  one  for  Great  Britain  and  one  for  Germany,  the  introduction  of  new  rem- 
edies and  the  revival  of  older  ones,  the  acclimatization  of  the  cinchonas  into 
the  East  Indies,  the  experiments  with  various  new  remedies,  and  the  pharma- 
ceutical examinations  in  various  countries,  and  closed  with  eloquent  tributes  to 
the  memories  of  John  Cargill  Brough  and  Edward  Parrish.  The  address  is  an 
excellent  document,  well  calculated  to  assist  in  raising  the  status  of  pharmacy, 
and  deserving  the  perusal  of  every  pharmacist.. 

A  paper  read  by  Mr,  Hampson  suggested  the  propriety  of  physicians  ap- 
pending to  any  unusual  dose  ordered  by  them,  a  mark,  indicating  that  in  order- 
ing such  a  dose,  no  mistake  has  occurred.  The  discussion  following  the  reading 
of  this  paper  resulted  in  the  appointment  of  a  committee  whose  report  was 
directed  to  be  communicated  to  the  medical  profession. 

Several  very  interesting  and  important  papers  were  read  and  freely  discussed, 
which  we  hope  to  be  able  to  lay  before  our  readers. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Groves,  of  Weymouth,  was  elected  the  successor  of  Mr.  Brady  in 
the  Presidential  chair.  The  next  meeting,  in  1874,  will  be  held  in  London,  and 
Mr.  M.  t,'arteighe  has  been  elected  Local  Secretary. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Conference  took  place,  at  the  Victoria  Hotel,  on 
■the  evening  of  Sept,  16th,  Mr,  F.  M.  Rimmington  in  the  chair. 


Phabmackotical  Society  of  Paris.— At  the  session  of  Aug.  6th.  Mr,  Grassi 
presiding,  Dr.  de  Vrij  communicated  a  note  on  the  quantitative  examination 
of  cinchona  barks  ;  ii  was  accompanied  by  a  specimen  of  Cinchona  officinalis 
and  a  sealed  package  indicating  its  composition.  Mr.  Boudet  had  received 
from  Mr.  Guilliermondyi/s  a  memoir  on  the  assaying  of  cinchonas,  in  which  he 
related  the  labors  of  hia  father  on  that  important  subject,  A  committee,  con- 
iisting  of  Messrs.  Baudrimont,  Marais,  Junglleisch,  P,  Wurtz,  St.  Martin  and 
P.  Blondeau,  was  appointed  to  report  on  the  comparative  value  of  the  pro- 
cesses suggested  by  Guillierniond,  dc  Vrij  and  Carles.  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Jung- 
ileisch,  de  Vrij  claims  for  Mr.  Deloudre  the  discovery  of  quinidia. 
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Mr.  Buignet  exhibited  crystallized  protiodide  of  mercury,  prepared  by  Mr. 
P.  YvoD,  and  read  a  paper  detailing  his  process,  which  consists  in  heating 
mercury  and  iodine,  in  equivalent  proportions,  to  not  over  2.50°  C. ;  the  hot 
crystals  are  red,  but  become  yellow,  with  a  tint  of  oranj^e,  on  cooling.  Heated 
to  70°  C,  they  become  reddish,  the  color  deepening  with  an  increase  of  the 
temperature;  at  220°  they  are  of  a  beautiful  garnet  red,  but  become  yellow 
again  on  cooling.  They  commence  to  sublime  at  190°,  fuse  at  290°  to  a  black 
liquid,  which  boils  at  310°  C.  When  rapidly  heated  a  decomposition  takes 
place,  metallic  mercury  is  given  off,  and  a  yellow  sublimate  of  oxyiodide  of 
mercury  is  obtained. 

Various  drugs  were  presented,  after  which  Mr.  Boudet  gave  a  summary  of 
the  deliberations  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  on  the  queries  submitted  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  military  pharmacists ;  the  discussions  had 
resulted  in  the  adoption  of  the  following : 

(1).  The  proposed  fusion  of  medicine  and  pharmacy  should  be|  rejected  as 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  army. 

(2).  The  actual  organization  of  the  military  health  service  is  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  wants  and  interests  of  the  army;  the  service  should  be  placed 
under  the  direction  of  a  competent  chief,  taken  from  its  members. 

The  following  proposition  was  rejected  by  the  Academy  of  IVledicine,  by  a 
large  majority :  j 

(3).  The  autonomy  of  the  health  service  requires,  aS  a  logical  consequence, 
the  subordination  of  pharmacy  to  medicine  in  the  army. 

A  well-deserved  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Poggiale  for  his  well- 
directed  efforts  in  defending  the  cause  of  military  pharmacy.  Mr.  Poggiale, 
who  was  present  at  the  meeting,  in  thanking  for  the  compliment,  said  that  this 
vote  should  have  included  all  who  defended  pharmacy,  so  unjustly  attacked  on 
this  occasion,  and  particularly  iVIessrs.  Bussy,  Dumas,  Boudet  and  Gobley. 

The  pharmaceutical  service  in  the  French  army,  we  believe,  is  the  only  one 
in  which  the  just  claims  of  pharmacy  are  recognized  ;  and  the  Paris  Pharma- 
ceutical  Society  as  well  as  the  Academy  of  Medicine  deserve  the  thanks  of  the 
pharmacists  of  all  countries  for  resisting  an  attempt  to  make  undone  what  the 
history  of  the  French  service  since  the  beginning  of  this  century  has  proved  to 
be  a  wise  arrangement,  in  which  other  nations  would  do  well  to  follow  such  a 
proud  example. 


The  German  Apothecaries'  Society  held  its  second  annual  meeting,  Sept. 
2d,  in  the  City  of  Cologne,  Dr.  Schacht,  President;  Messrs.  Endenthum  and 
Nienhaus,  Recording  Secretaries.  The  annual  report  of  the  President  gave 
an  account  of  the  activity  of  the  directory  during  the  past  year,  and  stated  that 
the  membership  had  increased  from  1472  to  2600  during  the  last  year.  After 
disposing  of  the  financial  reports,  a  resolution  by  Prof.  Reichardt  was  passed, 
declaring  the  chemical  examinations  of  waters  in  their  sanitary  relations  to  be 
an  important  object  of  the  apothecaries  of  Germany,  and  requesting  them  to 
take  part  and  further  these  measures  as  much  as  possible.  Resolutions  were 
likewise  passed  favoring  the  establishment  of  one  scientific  organ  of  the  Ger 
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man  Apothecaries'  Society,  and  the  abrogation  of  the  contract  with  the  "  Phar- 
■maceotische  Zeitung;"  also  to  empower  the  directory  to  confer  with  the  War 

Department,  with  the  view  of  regulating  military  pharmacy. 

During  the  second  session    Prof.  Dragendorfi',  of  Dorpat,  delivered  a  lecture 

on  some  important  proximate  principles  of  vegetables,  and  on  the  qualitative 

and  quantitative  examination  of  adulterations  of  volatile  oils  with  cheaper  oils. 

Prof  Reichardt  and  Mr.  Rostel  were  elected  delegates  to  the  meeting  of  the 
•German  Sanitary  Union,  at  Frankfort. 

After  the  filling  of  vacancies  in  the  directory  various  scientific  subjects  were 
•discussed.  Mr.  Hildebrand  spoke  on  explosions  by  mixtures  of  chlorinated  lime, 

and  on  soluble  pepsin;  Albers,  on  the  German  Pharmacopoeia;  Drs.  Brunneu- 

graeber,  Schacht  and  Werner,  on  the  necessity  of  rectifying  chloroform  which  is 
to  be  used  for  inhalation,  to  free  it  from  muriatic  acid  ;  Dr.  Reichardt,  on  hyoscya- 
•mia  and  atropia,  and  their  products  of  decomposition  under  the  influence  of 
alkalies  and  acids. 

The  Society  adjourned  finally  after  having  selected  Munich  as  the  place  for 
holding  the  third  annual  meeting. 


The  TwEt.FTH  Annual  Meeting  of  the  General  Austrian  Apothecaries' 
Society  was  held,  in  Yienna,  Sept.  15th  and  16th.  At  the  first  session  the 
annual  report  of  the  Directory  was  submitted,  the  Treasurer's  report  read,  and 
the  publication  of  a  text-book  on  pharmacy  resolved  upon.  The  subject  of  an 
international  Pharmacopoeia  was  discussed,  and  the  labors  of  the  Paris  Phar- 
maceutical Society  in  this  direction  related.  Dr.  Goddefroy  delivered  a  lecture 
on  the  progress  of  chemistry  as  exemplified  by  the  products  exhibited  at  the 
World's  Exposition  in  Vienna,  which  was  visited  by  the  Society  in  a  body  during 
the  afternoon.  Dr.  Goddefroy  and  Mr.  Klinger  acting  as  guides. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  at  the  second  session :  Messrs.  Schiffner, 
Fausner  and  Von  Waldheim,  Directors;  Simoni,  Treasurer;  Ferd.  Kwisda, 
Secretary.  Mr.  Heindl  made  a  donation  of  100  florins  to  the  Society.  Messrs. 
Mall  and  Stapf  made  valuable  donations  to  the  Museum.  The  next  annual 
meeting  will  again  be  held  in  Vienna. 


The  International  Medical  Congress  lately  held  in  Vienna  declared  in 
favor  of  coni])ulsory  vaccination  by  a  vote  of  155  against  5.  The  desirability 
of  an  interniiiional  Pharmacopoeia  was  acknowledged  ;  this  should  contain  the 
most  important  remedies,  with  an  exact  description  of  their  physical  properties 
and  of  the  processes  for  their  preparation  ;  Latin  should  be  the  language  of 
the  official  text ;  the  proportions  of  the  compound  preparations  should  be  given 
in  decatal  numbers.  The  Congress  desired  that  prescriptions  bu  hereafter 
compounded  by  metrical  weights.  The  officers  of  the  fourth  Congress  were 
empowered  to  organize  an  international  commission  for  the  purposes  named. — 
Pharm.  Zeit. 


New  York  College  ok  Phakmacy.— At  the  first  conversational  meeting  of 
ithe  present  session,  Prof.  Chandler  delivered  a  lecture  on  Ozone. 
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Stamipi.vgof  Proprietary  Medicines. — In  the  October  number  we  had  stitched 
a  copy  of  a  letter  of  Internal  Revenue  Commissioner  J.  W.  Douglass,  dated 
Sept.  9th,  wherein  that  officer  gives  the  latest  decisions  in  regard  to  the  stamp- 
ing of  medicines  as  provided  by  what  is  known  as  the  Internal  Revenue  Law, 
a  law,  by  the  way,  which  has  been  a  book  sealed  with  seven  seals  to  very  many 
officers  previous  to  this  last  effusion  of  authoritative  interpretation,  which,  in 
oar  humble  opinion,  is  not  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  the  law,  or  with  its 
letter  either.  We  have  no  space  for  any  extended  remarks  on  this  subject, 
which  has  been  an  annoyance  to  many  pharmacists,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  for  several  years  past ;  but  we  appreciate  the  endeavor  of  Supervisor 
A.  r.  Tutton  to  remove  at  once  all  doubt  concerning  this  law  and  the  duties  of 
the  pharmacists  under  it.  We  cannot  believe  for  a  moment  that  the  rulings  of 
the  Commissioner,  the  highest  ofiBcer  under  this  law,  will  be  sustained  if  the 
question  should  be  fairly  placed  before  the  legal  tribunals.  The  action  of  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  on  this  question  will  be  found  upon  another 
page,  and  we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  now  that,  as  far  as  heard  from,  the 
pharmaceutical  associations  of  other  localities  coincide  with  these  views.  The 
surest  way  to  create  opposition  to  a  law  is,  we  believe,  in  making  its  applica- 
tion odious ;  and  in  this  the  Commissioner  has  succeeded  so  perfectly,  that  the 
public  would  feel  the  oppression  keenly  if  the  matter  could  be  properly  placed 
before  it.     We  intend  to  refer  to  it  again  in  a  future  number. 


Pharmaceutical  Journals. — Vie  have  just  received  the  fourth  number  of 
the  22d  volume  of  Wittstein's  Vierteljahres-Schrift,  and  regret  to  state  that 
its  publication  will  be  discontinued.  Dr.  Wittstein  is  so  well  known  to  our 
readers  as  a  veteran  laborer  in  the  cause  of  pharmaceutical  education  and  pro- 
gress, that  this  discontinuance  will  be  regarded  with  regret,  and  with  the  hope 
that  his  pen  may  not  cease  writing  altogether  in  the  service  to  which  it  has 
been  devoted  for  nearly  four  decades. 

Another  change  is  contemplated  by  the  German  Apothecaries'  Society.  The 
action  taken  at  its  last  meeting  at  Cologne  looks  very  much  as  if  the  fusion  of 
the  "Archiv"  and  "  Neues  Jahrbuch"  into  one  journal  was  contemplated. 
Such  a  change  would  concentrate  so  much  talent  into  one  publication  as  to 
insure  its  literary  success  beyond  a  doubt. 


REVIEWS  AND  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

Chemiatry,  inorganic  and  organic:  with  Ezperimenls.  By  Charles  Loudon  Bloxam,  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry  in  King's  College,  London,  &c.  With  295  Illustrations.  From 
the  second  and  revised  English  edition.  Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea.  1873.  8vo. 
pp.  700.     Price,  cloth,  $4.50;  leather,  $5.60. 
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This  is  au  excellent  work,  well  adapted  for  the  beginner  and  the  advanced 
student  of  chemistry.  The  numerous  facts,  the  established  laws  and  the  various 
theories  are  given  and  exjilained  so  comprehensively  and  with  such  accuracy? 
as  to  show  at  once  not  only  the  able  chemist,  but  likewise  the  exi)erienced 
teacher.  Tn  the  beginning  of  the  work,  the  use  of  technical  terms  is  almost  al- 
together avoided,  while  considerable  prominence  is  given  to  illustrative  experi- 
ments, all  of  which  are  well  described,  well  explained,  and  usually  illustrated 
with  appropriate  wood  cuts.  Many  of  the  processes  of  applied  chemistry  are  de- 
scribed, and,  with  their  apparatus,  illustrated.  With  the  adoption  of  the  atomic 
system  of  notation  (0=16,  Ac.)  now  employed  by  the  large  majority  of  chemists, 
the  author  is  not  disposed  to  adopt  the  binary  theory  of  the  constitution  of  salts ; 
hence  the  old  nomenclature  for  the  salts  has  been  retained,  together  with  the 
formulas,  modified,  of  course,  by  the  change  in  the  atomic  weights;  but  the  bi- 
nary formulas  are  frequently  placed  alongside  of  the  former;  thus  we  find  for  bi- 
carbonate of  soda  Na2  0.  C02-  H2O.  CO2  or  NaHCOs-  lOrganic  chemistry  is  treated 
upon  nearly  200  pages  ;  the  space  allotted  to  it,  therefore,  does  not  permit  to  enter 
as  largely  into  details  as  in  the  first  part;  but  all  the  classes  of  organic  compounds 
have  been  duly  considered,  and  those  of  some  importance  in  the  arts  or  otherwise 
more  extensively  described. 

Not  the  least  commendable  feature  of  the  work  is  the  good  and  useful  index,  which 
contains  not  only  the  names  of  all  the  elements  and  compounds  mentioned,  but  also 
their  symbols,  and  the  formulas  of  many,  so  that  bicarbonate  of  soda,  for  instance, 
is  met  with  not  only  under  the  letter  5,  but  likewise  under  N,  as  NaHCOa- 

A  careful  examination  of  this  work  has  convinced  us  that  it  is  one  of  the  best  for 
the  student  of  chemistry  in  its  general  relations,  and  in  its  applications  to  metal- 
lurgy and  other  extensive  industrial  manufactures. 


An  Inlroduction  (0  Practical  Chcviistry ;  including  Analysis.  By  John  E.  Bowman, 
F.C.S.,  &c.  Edited  by  C.  L.  Bloxam,  F.C.S.,  &c.  Sixth  American  from  the  sixth 
and  revised  English  edition.  Philadelphia:  H.C.Lea.  1873.  12mo.  pp.339. 
Price,  $2.25. 

The  number  of  editions  through  which  this  little  work  has  passed,  is  sufficient 
evidence  of  its  value  to  the  chemical  student;  by  its  present  editor  it  has  been  tho- 
roughly revised  and  enlarged  by  many  additions.  It  appears  to  be  particularly 
adapted  for  the  advancement  of  those  students  who  may  be  compelled  to  experiment 
with  little  assistance  from  an  instructor. 


The  Physician's  Visiting  List  for  1874.     Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston .     Price, 
$1, — (for  25  patients  weekly),  &c. 

This  being  the  twenty-third  year  of  the  publication  of  this  list,  its  convenient  ar- 
rangement and  its  usefulness  are  too  well  known  and  appreciated  to  require  any 
farther  comment. 


An  Account  of  the  Cholera  as  it  appeared  at  Nashville  in  the  year  1873.  By  W.  K.  Bowl- 
ing, M.  D.     Nashville,  Tenn.:  1873.     8vo.     63  pages. 

Its  title  explains  the  contents  of  this  pamphlet,  which  is  a  reprint  from  the  Nash- 
ville Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  and  contains  a  map  of  the  city  of  Nashville 
and  its  vicinity. 
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NOTES  ON  THE  TASTELESS  IRON  COMBINATIONS. 
By  E.  Ruttkr. 
Having  been  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  these  salts  since  their 
introduction  by  Mr.  Creuse,  of  Brooklyn,  in  May  last,  it  has  always 
been  an  object  ■with  me  to  ascertain  their  true  composition.  The 
theory  of  double  decomposition  falls  at  once  to  the  ground,  as  in 
that  case  one  molecule  of  ferric  salt  would  require  only  two  mole- 
cules of  alkaline  citrate  ;  whereas  it  will  be  found  that  four  mole- 
cules of  the  latter  are  always  required  to  form  the  green  compound. 
Now  citric  acid,  as  is  well  known,  may,  under  certain  conditions,  be 
resolved  into  oxalic  and  acetic  acids,  and  the  similarity  of  color  to 
that  of  ferric  oxalate  led  me  to  suppose  that  the  reaction  might  con- 
sist in  the  splitting  up  of  the  organic  acid  and  the  formation  of  a 
double  oxalate  of  potassium  and  iron,  together  with  chloride,  iodide, 
or  phosphate  of  potassium,  according  to  which  salt  was  used.  Such, 
however,  is  not  the  case,  for  on  treating  the  green  compound  with 
excess  of  alkali,  filtering  out  the  iron,  and  adding  calcium  chloride 
to  the  filtrate,  a  precipitate  is  formed  which  is  freely  soluble  in  acetic 
acid,  and  cannot  therefore  be  calcium  oxalate.  This  theory  set  aside 
the  only  one  tenable  seems  to  be  the  following  : 

¥e,\,+  4K3C6H,0,  =  6  KI  +  2  (K3Fe'"2C6H,oJ). 
that  is  the  formation  of  double  citrate  of  iron  and  potassium  together 
with   potassium   iodide.*     Believing  this  to  be  the  true   reaction,  I 
tried  the  experiment  of  mixing  potassic  and  ferric  citrates  in  equiva- 

*This  result  has  been  experimentally  proven  by  G.  F.  Dickman  in  The 
Pharmacist  for  September  ;  the  saline  residue  left  on  evaporating  the  green 
solution  yielded  to  alcohol  iodide  of  potassium. — Ed.  Am.  Journ.  Pharm. 
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lent  proportions,  and  obtained  a  solHtion  possessing  the  qualities  and 
general  appearance  of  the  so-called  tasteless  salts.  Calculating  from 
the  formula,  the  dried  salt  should  yield  18-yi8  per  ct.  of  ferric  oxide, 
1  ignited  several  portions,  but,  owing  to  the  absence  of  crystallization 
and  the  varying  degree  of  moisture,  failed  in  obtaining  exact  results. 
The  potassio-ferric  oxalate  is  another  of  these  double  salts.  It  may 
be  obtained  by  mixing  solutions  of  ferric  oxalate  and  neutral  potas- 
sium oxalate  in  the  proportion  of  one  molecule  of  the  former  to  three 
of  the  latter,  as  follows  : 

FejSC^O,  +  3  KjCjjO,  =  2  (K^Fe'^SCjO,). 

On  evaporating  the  solution  the  salt  may  be  obtained  in  beautiful 
green  crystals,  freely  soluble  in  water  but  insoluble  in  alcohol.  It 
possesses  the  same  quality  of  tastelessness,  without  astvingency,  as 
the  double  citrate,  and  has  the  advantage  of  being  stable,  easily  ob- 
tainable in  crystals,  and  therefore  more  definite  in  composition. 

Whether  it  is  expedient  to  employ  a  mixture  of  two  different  com- 
pounds in  place  of  a  definite  preparation,  is  a  question  for  the  physi- 
cian to  answer  ;  but  it  seems  probable  that  if  he  wishes  to  give  iron 
in  combination  with  chloride,  iodide  or  pyrophosphate  of  ammonium, 
sodium  or  potassium,  as  the  case  may  be,  he  would  prefer  to  order  it 
80  in  his  prescription.  The  tendency  of  late  years  has  been  towards 
the  employment  of  more  concentrated  remedies  in  place  of  the  cum- 
brous formulas  of  ancient  times. 


EMULSION   OF  C01>  LIVER  OIL. 
By  WiLLARD  M,  RicB,  Jr. 
(Read  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Meeting,  November  18.) 
The  iiigh   and    important   position   occupied  by  cod  liver  oil  in  the 
lists  of  the  materia  medica,  has  induced  many  pharmacists  and  others 
to  turn   their   attention  to  perfecting  some  mode  by  which  this  nau- 
seous remedy  may  be  rendered  palatable  and  acceptable.     Many  of 
the   formula;    so   elaborated  have   been  published   in  this  and  other 
pharmaceutical   journals,  while  it  is  to  be  regretted   that  others  have 
been  withhehl,  thus  placing  their  authors  in  the  constantly  increasing 
lists  of  nostrum  venders.     But  none  of  the  efforts  thus  far  made  have 
succeeded  in  comphtrhf  masking  the  unpleasant  fishy  taste  and  smell 
of   cod  liver   oil,  although   some    approach  very  nearly  to  this   "  con- 
Bummation  devoutly  to  be  wished." 
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After  a  series  of  experiments,  at  the  request  of,  and  assisted  by,  a 
jnedical  friend,  the  writer  of  this  has  perfected  the  following  formula, 
which  he  offers  to  his  professional  brethren,  hoping  that  it  may  prove 
easeful  :  . 

Oleum  morrhuae,  .....        fl.Jviij. 

Tragacanth,  .....  .^j. 

Sacchar.  alb.,  .....        3iv. 

01.  gaultheriae,      .....  gtt.  Ix. 

"  sassafras,  .....        gtt.  1. 

"  amygd.  amar.,  ....  gtt.  x. 

Aqu£E,  ......        fl.^viij. 

The  tragacanth  and  sugar  are  to  be  dissolved  in  the  water  and  the 
mucilage  strained.  In  this  is  to  be  incorporated  first  the  essential 
oils  and  then  the  cod  liver  oil.  This  makes  an  elegant-looking  emul- 
sion, not  too  thick,  containing  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  oil,  and  of  a 
rather  pleasant  taste  and  smell. 

Many  manufacturers  combine  the  lacto-phosphate  of  lime,  etc., 
with  the  cod  liver  oil  mixture,  but  as  physicians  often  consider  this 
decidedly  objectionable  in  a  medicine  intended,  as  this  is,  in  most 
-cases,  for  continued  use  for  a  considerably  protracted  length  of  time, 
the  author  has  been  induced  to  omit  it.  It  can  be  added,  however, 
by  a  slight  modification  of  the  above  formula. 


NOTES  ON    PANOHKATIN. 
By   Richard   V.    Mattison. 
(Read  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Meetinor  November  18.) 

The  increasing  popularity  of  pharmaceutical  preparations  of  this 
valuable  substance  induces  the  writer  to  offer  to  the  profession  a  few 
notes  on  the  subject,  hoping  they  may  be  of  service  in  the  elimina- 
tion and  proper  exhibition  of  it  in  a  medicinal  form,  which  will  be 
pleasant  and  agreeable  both  to  the  sight  and  palate. 

Prefacing  these  remarks,  a  short  notice  of  the  pancreas  and  its 
action  will  be  found  interesting.  This  is  situated  within  the  curve 
formed  by  the  duodenum,  and  opens  into  the  intestine  by  a  duct 
common  to  itself  and  liver.  In  its  anatomy  it  closely  resembles  the 
salivary  glands,  and  the  fluid  elaborated  by  it,  called  pancreatic  Jiuid, 
appears  almost  identical  with  ptyalin.  Like  this  secretion,  pancreatic 
fluid,  when  pure,  is  a  colorless,  transparent  and  slightly  viscid  liquid, 
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alkaline  when  fresh,  quickly,  however,  on  standing,  becoming  first 
neutral  and  then  acid,  differing,  however,  from  saliva  in  containing 
no  sulphocyanogen.  It  resembles  albumen  in  being  nearly  wholly 
coagulated  by  heat,  and  also  by  the  mineral  acids,  especially  when 
concentrated  ;  precipitated  also  by  alcohol.  When  this  precipitated 
coagulum  is  separated  from  the  liquid,  and  water  added  to  it,  it  is 
soluble,  thus  essentially  differing  from  albumen. 

Its  specific  gravity  is  from  about  1-008  to  l"00i),  and  contains  from 
13  to  19  per  cent,  of  solid  matter,  of  which,  according  to  Schmidt, 
about  12^  per  cent,  is  pancreatin. 

The  action  of  this  peculiar  principle  upon  starch  is  to  change  it  to 
glucose,  and  upon  fatty  and  oily  substances  to  quickly  emulsify  them, 
thus  rendering  them  easily  absorbed  and  assimilated  by  the  lacteals. 

Bernard  supposed  the  fat  to  be  decomposed,  and  Fownes  also 
states  that  the  fat  is  resolved  into  fatty  acid  and  glycerin.  This  is 
denied  by  most  recent  writers,  and  such  is  certainly  not  its  principal 
action,  no  saponification  apparently  taking  place,  which  fact  may  be 
easily  proven  by  thoroughly  mixing,  with  agitation,  a  solution  of  pan- 
creatin with  cod  liver  oil.  After  emulsification,  which  almost  imme- 
diately occurs,  the  oil  may  be  separated  by  simply  agitating  the 
emulsion  with  ether  or  petroleum  benzin. 

This  emulsification  is  the  essential  purpose  of  the  pancreatic  fluid, 
thus  breaking  up  the  fatty  globules  and  allowing  assimilation  to  pro- 
ceed with  rapidity,  and  in  this  respect  is  greatly  superior  to  either 
saliva  or  albumen.  Liquid  fats  are  insoluble  in  the  aqueous  albu- 
mino-saline  fluid,  with  which  the  vascular  tissues  are  saturated  ;  con- 
sequently no  absorption  can  take  place,  and  the  oil  passes  from  the 
patient  in  the  same  state  in  which  it  was  administered.  This  occurs 
most  frequently  during  the  administration  of  cod  liver  oil  to  phthisi- 
cal patients,  and  the  association  of  this  oil  with  pancreatin  offers  a 
valuable  and  natural  method  of  administration. 

At  the  time  when  the  subject  was  brought  to  the  writer's  notice, 
he  was  largely  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  saccharated  pepsin  by 
the  process  of  Mr.  E.  Scheffer  (an  excellent  one,  by  the  way),  and 
the  idea  suggested  itself  that  perhaps  a  solution  of  sodium  chloride 
would  precipitate  pancreatin  in  the  same  manner  as  it  does  pepsin. 
After  some  preliminary  experiments,  the  following  was  adopted  as 
furnishing  the  best  result : 

The  pancreas  are  dissected  and  macerated  in  water  acidulated  with 
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hydrochloric  acid  for  about  forty-eight  hours,  then  separated,  and 
the  acidulated  solutiom  of  pancreatin  passed  through  a  pulp  filter 
until  it  is  perfectly  clear.  To  this  clear  solution  is  then  added  a 
saturated  solution  of  chloride  of  sodium  and  allowed  to  stand  until 
the  pancreatin  is  separated.  This  is  carefully  skimmed  off  and  placed 
upon  a  muslin  filter  and  allowed  to  drain,  after  which.it  should  be 
washed  with  a  less  concentrated  solution  of  sodium  chloride,  and  then 
put  under  the  press.  When  all  the  salt  solution  has  been  removed, 
and  the  mass  is  nearly  dry,  it  is  rubbed  with  a  quantity  of  sugar  of 
milk,  and  dried  thoroughly  without  heat,  after  which  it  is  diluted 
until  ten  grains  emulsify  two  drachms  cod  liver  oil.  To  this  may 
be  given  the  name  of  "  saccharated  pancreatin." 

An  elixir  being  suggested  for  the  exhibition  of  this  in  an  elegant 
form,  the  following  formula  was  devised,  and  we  think  will  be  found 
very  agreeable. 

Pancreas,       .....  No.  vj. 

Acid  hydrochlor.,  ....       fliv. 

Glycerin,        .  .  .  .  .  q.  s. 

Aqua  cong.  .....       iss. 

Macerate  the  dissected  pancreas  for  three  days  in  the  mixture  of 
water  and  acid  with  Oiiss  of  glycerin  added;  then  separate  the  liquid, 
strain  and  add  f^iiss  oil  of  orange  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  gly- 
cerin, to  make  the  liquid  measure  Cong,  iiss  ;  this  is  then  filtered 
until  perfectly  transparent.  The  result  is  a  sweet  acidulous  elixir, 
one  fluidrachm  of  which  will  easily  emulsify  half  a  fluid-ounce  of  cod 
liver  oil — a  valuable  addition  to  the  number  of  preparations  combin- 
ing efficiency  with  pharmaceutical  elegance. 
Philadelphia,  Eleventh  month  10,  1873. 


NOTES  ON  AROMATIC  WATERS. 
By  Joseph  P.  Remington. 
Read  before  the  Pharmaceutical  Meeting,  Nov.  18,  1873. 
This  class  of  preparations  has  long  found  favor  with  physicians  as  a 
means  of  dissolving  and  administering  such  potent   or   disagreeable 
remedies  as  are  readily  soluble  in  water,  and  the  increasing  use  of 
carbonate   of  magnesium  in  their    manufacture    (although    probably 
not  the  best  method),*  renders  their  preparation  of  easy  accomplish- 
ment. 

*  See  Minutes  of  Pbarmaceatical  Meeting,  page  564. 
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The  first  requisite  is  the  selection  of  frosh  essential  oils.  An  aro- 
matized water  made  from  a  stale  and  tcrebinthiiious  oil  is  the  wt>r8t 
advertisement  a  pharmacist  can  have,  whilst,  if  a  fresh  oil  is  at  hand» 
even  an  aromatized  orange  water  can  be  made  which  will  serve  many 
good  purposes.  The  writer  has  used  an  orange  water  made  in  the 
usual  manner  with  considerable  satisfaction,  and  a  very  useful  simple 
elixir  resembling  Curacoa  Cordial  may  be  made  by  taking  of 
Aqua  Aurantii  (Sij  in  a  pint)  f^iss. 
Simple  Syrup      .  .  .  f.^iss. 

Cologne  Spirit     .  .  .  f.?j. 

Spt.  Vini  Gallici  (opt.)         .  f^ss. 

Mix. 

Some  formulas  for  simple  elixirs  direct  the  essential  oils  to  be  mixed 
with  the  spirit,  and  then  a  certain  proportion  of  sugar  and  water 
added  and  filtered.  Tho  great  objection  to  those  made  in  this  way  is 
that  when  such  are  used  in  prescriptions  with  water  in  combination 
(and  it  is  generally  used  in  this  way),  a  separation  of  the  excess  of  oil 
takes  place,  which  renders  the  preparation  unsightly. 

A  delicately  flavored  syrup  of  citric  acid  may  be  made  which  will 
be  clear  and  bright,  not  disfigure  the  sides  of  the  bottle,  nor  have  the 
harshness  that  the  officinal  article  possesses. 

To  make  this,  double  the  quantity  of  fresh  oil  of  lemon  prescribed 
by  the  officinal  formula  should  be  rubbed  up  with  a  small  quantity  of 
carbonate  of  magnesium,  a  little  water  added,  thrown  on  a  filter,  then 
followed  by  more  water,  sufficient  to  form  with  the  sugar  and  citric 
acid  the  syrup  of  officinal  strength. 

Compound  aromatic  waters  are  readily  made,  containing  caraway,, 
coriander,  cinnamon,  orange  and  orange-flower  flavors,  and  form  a 
means  of  preparing  the  host  of  elixirs  that  are  now  required  : —  . 

The  mixed  alkaloids  to  be  dissolved  in  cologne  spirit,  syrup  addedv 
and  the  salt  soluble  in  water,  dissolved  in  the  aromatic  water. 


COSMOLIN  AND  PARAFFIN  OINTMENT. 

Bv  A.  W.  MiLi.EK,  M.  D. 

Read  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Meeting,  November  18th. 

This  preparation  is  by  its  manufacturers  explained  as  being  purified 

and    concentrated   petroleum.     According   to   the   most   trustworthy 

information  which  we  were  able  to   obtain,  it  is  made  by  distilling 


'*^'*beca' fsTs!'^ }       Gosmolin  and  Paraffi/i.  Ointment.  535 

crude  petroleum  so  as  to  remove  successively  the  gasolin,  benzin, 
burning  oils  and  the  lighter  machine  oils.  The  residuum  is  then  sub- 
jected to  still  greater  heat,  and  its  vapor  is  brought  into  contact  with 
a  jet  of  superheated  steam,  for  the  purpose  of  expelling  the  last  traces 
of  light  hydrocarbon.  After  this  it  is  still  further  purified  and  deo- 
dorized by  the  action  of  hot  animal  charcoal.  We  are  consequently 
forced  to  conclude  that  cosmolin  is  simply  impure  paraffin,  or  a  mix- 
ture of  paraffin  with  varying  proportions  of  the  heavy  oils  which  are 
nearest  allied  to  it.  These  oils  are  known  to  the  trade  as  paraffin  oil, 
neutral  oil,  lubricating  oil,  spindle  oil,  &c.  Although  the  manufac- 
turers claim  cosmolin  to  be  a  simple  body,  this  is  refuted  by  their  own 
statement,  namely,  that  they  furnish  this  one  simple  body  in  the  form 
of  cerate,  which  j-emains  firm  at  95°,  as  a  jelly  which  is  fluid  at  85°, 
and  also  as  a  liquid  which  is  still  fluid  at  82°. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  fact  that  paraffin  is  only  very  sparingly 
soluble  in  alcohol,  we  dissolved  cosmolin  in  ether  and  in  benzin,  from 
both  of  which  solutions  the  paraffin  was  readily  precipitated  by  the 
addition  of  alcohol.  Cosmolin  is  turned  dark  brown,  like  caramel, 
by  sulphuric  acid,  but  this  is  no  doubt  due  to  its  impurities.  Nitric 
acid  produces  no  reaction  in  the  cold,  but  when  heated  turns  it  yellow 
and  finally  orange  color.  Muriatic  acid  and  liquor  potassae  have  no 
effect  upon  it,  either  cold  or  hot.  All  of  these  tests  point  to  the  pres- 
ence of  paraffin. 

As  cosmolin  appears  to  possess  some  merits,  and  is  certainly  gain- 
ing favor  with  physicians,  it  would  be  desirable  to  contrive  a  formula 
for  its  preparation. 

With  this  object  in  view  a  number  of  experiments  were  instituted 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  combination  having  similar  physical 
and  chemical  properties.  The  substances  which  seemed  most  suitable 
were  pure  paraffin,  and  the  so-called  neutral  oil,  of  the  best  quality, 
which  possesses  less  of  the  peculiar  coal  oil  smell  than  any  other  kind 
examined.  The  gravity  of  this  oil  is  82°  to  3-3°,  and  its  boiling  point 
is  somewhere  about  500°.  Coal  oil  dealers  claim  that  this  oil  is  free 
from  odor,  though  this  statement  is  only  relatively  true.  In  order  to 
deodorize  it  still  more,  it  was  percolated  through  hot  animal  charcoal. 

One  part  of  paraffin  was  melted  and  three  parts  of  the  oil,  prepared 
in  the  manner  described,  were  added  to  it.  This  compound,  a  sample 
of  which  is  presented  herewith,  has  the  same  behavior  towards  reagents 
a';  fo-irtiolin.      Like  this,  it  nults  at  about  95^,  docs  not  evaporate  be- 
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low  400*^,  and  of  course  will  not  turn  rancid.  Its  odor  is  rather 
stronger  than  cosraolin  ;  the  color  is  somewhat  difTeront,  though  this 
is  most  probably  due  to  using  pure  paraffin,  as  some  of  the  imp\ire 
grades  have  the  same  peculiar  amber  color  as  cosmolin.  Both  prepa- 
rations when  burned  emit  the  characteristic  smell  of  coal  oil,  and  give 
off  a  copious  black  smoke  ;  ignited  drops  of  both  fall  down  with  a 
peculiar  hissing  sound.  The  chief  difl'erence  appears  to  be  in  the 
mode  of  preparation,  as  the  manufacturers  of  cosmolin  claim  to  use 
no  chemicals,  while  it  is  well  known  that  both  paraffin  and  the  heavy 
oils  are  purified  by  sulphuric  acid  and  soda.  Still,  as  the  compound 
which  maybe  appropriately  called  "paraffin  ointment"  was  boiled 
in  distilled  water  without  making  it  either  acid  or  alkaline,  the  much- 
dreaded  chemicals  have  evidently  been  completely  removed. 

Cosmolin  is  vended  at  the  somewhat  exorbitant  price  of  $1  per  lb., 
while  paraffin  ointment  can  be  sold  at  a  very  fair  profit  for  one  fourth 
of  that  price. 

The  above  formula  for  this  substitute  for  cosmolin  is  not  offered  as 
the  best  that  may  be  devised,  but  only  for  the  purpose  of  directing 
inquiry  to  this  subject.  The  varieties  of  heavy  coal  oils  in  the  mar- 
ket are  so  numerous  that  it  becomes  a  tedious  task  to  examine  them 
all.  We  were  in  fact  promised  a  sample  of  a  purified  paraffin  oil 
made  in  Boston,  which  was  represented  as  being  almost  identical  with 
cosmolin,  but  it  has  not  as  yet  arrived. 

In  conclusion  we  would  state  that  cosmolin  does  not  appear  to  be 
so  entirely  free  from  all  irritating  properties  as  it  is  claimed  to  be. 
A  case  has  been  communicated  to  us  by  Dr.  Louis  G.  Bauer,  one  of 
our  members,  in  which  he  applied  it  for  an  aggravated  and  obstinate 
form  of  eczema,  occurring  on  the  upper  lip.  It  was  productive  of  a 
high  degree  of  inflammation  and  considerable  tumefaction,  although 
citrine  ointment  and  similar  preparations  had  been  previously  employed 
without  such  results. 


GLEANINGS  FROM  THE  EUROPEAN  JOURNALS. 
Bv  TUB  Editor. 

Tartaric  acid  in  purgative  solutions  of  magnesia. — E.  Leger  pro- 
poses to  convert  tartaric  into  metatartaric  acid  by  heating  it  to  170° 
C.  (338°  F.),  when  it  readily  fuses,  loses  its  property  to  crystallize 
and  forms  with  magnesia  a  very  soluble  salt.  This  salt  has  no  un- 
pleasant taste,  and  is  more  energetic  and  reliable  in  its  purgative  ac- 
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tion  than  citrate  of  magnesium.  He  recommends  to  heat  a  small 
quantity  of  tartaric  acid  in  a  porcelain  or  silver  capsule  over  a  slow 
fire,  until,  with  occasional  agitation,  it  fuses,  when  more  tartaric  acid 
is  added  in  small  quantities,  with  the  precaution  not  to  reduce  the 
temperature  too  much,  so  as  to  avoid  the  solidification  and  subse- 
quent burning  of  the  mass.  When  sufficient  acid  has  been  added, 
the  same  heat  is  continued  until  the  whole  has  become  completely 
liquefied,  when  it  is  of  a  light  amber  color  and  entirely  converted 
into  the  metatartaric  acid.  It  is  then  removed  from  the  fire,  and 
when  it  has  acquired  a  suitable  consistence,  it  is  formed  into  flat 
cakes,  which  are  to  be  kept  in  well  stoppered  bottles,  the  modified 
acid  being  very  hygrometric. 

To  prepare  the  purgative  solution,  a  portion  of  the  requisite  water 
is  added  to  the  mixed  acid  and  carbonate  of  magnesium,  all  heat 
being  cautiouj^ly  avoided  to  prevent  the  acid  from  passing  again  into 
the  state  of  ordinary  tartaric  acid,  which  would  precipitate  as  tar- 
trate of  magnesium.  The  solution  is  effected  in  a  few  minutes,  and 
keeps  unaltered  for  several  weeks.  The  author  gives  the  following 
proportions  for  making  this  solution  extemporaneously  i 
Modified  tartaric  acid,  13,  17,  20,  23,  27,  30,  33,  37,  40,  43,  47  grams. 
'Carbonate  of  magnesium,  7,  8, 10, 12, 13, 15,  17,  18,  20,  22,  23  " 
— L'  Union  pharm.,  Sept.,  1873. 

New  process  for  tar  water. — L.  Pommier  prepares  a  concentrated 
tar  water  by  macerating  in  a  covered  vessel  for  eight  days  a  mixture 
consisting  of  ten  parts  each  of  Norwegian  tar  and  ammonia  water, 
and  of  one  hundred  parts  of  water;  the  mixture  is  then  boiled  to 
expel  the  excess  of  ammonia,  then  cooled  and  filtered.  Thus  pre- 
pared, it  has  a  mild  alkaline  reaction  to  litmus,  and  may  be  diluted 
as  required. — Ibid. 

Preparation  of  pure  metallic  silver. — R.  A.  Wawrinsky  has  ob- 
served that  carbonate  of  calcium,  employed  to  precipitate  the  copper 
from  the  nitric  acid  solution  by  Graeger's  method,*  will  invariably 
precipitate  some  silver.  At  the  suggestion  of  Prof.  Almen  he  em- 
ployed carbonate  of  magnesium,  and  found  that  copper  nitrate  is 
gradually  precipitated  by  carbonate  of  magnesium  at  the  ordinary 
temperatures,  while  silver  nitrate  is,  under  the  same  circumstance, 
aff"ected   only  after  a  long  time.     If  the   mixture  is  kept  at  between 

*  See  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  1872,  p.  277. 
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40°  and  60°  C.  (104°  and  122°  F.),  the  copper  is  readily  precipi- 
tated, while  the  precipitation  of  silver  commences  near  60°  C.  (140° 
F.) — iV.  Jahrh.  f.  Pharm.,  1873,  October,  from  Upnala  Lcikarefore- 
nings  Fijrhandl. 

Fat  in  ergot. — Oscar  Ficinus  estimates  the  amount  of  fat  in  ergot 
at  30  per  cent.,  and  regards  it  as  the  cause  of  the  ready  decom- 
position of  the  powder.  He^suggests  that  powdered  ergot,  if  de*^ 
prived  of  fat  by  ether,  will  keep  much  better  ;  but  the  dose  of  the 
powder  will  have  to  be  reduced  one-third,  or  else  the  loss  in  weight 
will  have  to  be  compensated  for  by  the  addition  of  some  inert  pow- 
der, like  liquorice  root  or  milk  sugar. — Archiv  d.  Pharrn.,  1873^ 
Sept. 

Valerianic  acid  from  fusel  oil. — Oscar  Ficinus  has  made  the  in- 
teresting observation  that  valerianic  acid  may  be  obtained  in  a  simi- 
lar manner  as  acetic  acid  by  the  quick  vinegar  process,  if  beechwood 
chips  are  substituted  in  the  cask  by  cut  valerian,  and  the  diluted, 
fusel  oil  is  slowly  percolated  through  it  at  a  temperature  of  30°  to 
40°  C.  (86°  to- 104°  F.)  The  process,  however,  is  not  applicable  on 
a  large  scale,  owing  to  the  length  of  time  required  and  on  account  ot 
the  loss  sustained  by  the  evaporation  of  fusel  oil  and  the  simultane- 
ous formation  of  amyl-aldehyde  and  valerianate  of  amyl-oxide. — Ibid. 

Analysis  of  the  bark  of  Remijia  Velozii. — This,  one  of  the  so-called 
false  cinchona  barks  is  known  in  Brazil  as  Casca  della  quinade  Remi- 
jia. Dr.  J.  Nowak  found  in  it  much  tannin,  coloring  iron  salts  green, 
pectin  compounds,  dextrin,  mucilage  and  two  compounds,  either  iden- 
tical or  closely  allied  to  kinovin  and  kinovic  acid.  The  air  dry  root 
yielded  12-2  per  cent,  ashes,  containing  7  per  cent,  iron,  21  per  cent, 
silicic  acid,  potassium,  sodium,  calcium,  magnesium,  chlorine,  and  phos- 
phoric, sulphuric  and  carbonic  acids. — Zeitschr.  d.  (Esterr.  Apoth. 
Ver.,  1873,  Oct.  10. 

Tecoma  Ipe,  Mart.,  nat.  ord.  Bignoniacecf,  is  called  ipe-tabaco  in 
Brazil  ;  its  pale  brownish  wood,  the  raspings  of  which  have  the  color 
of  snuff  (hence  the  popular  name)  is  used  against  herpes  in  the  dose 
of  one  ounce  taken  morning  and  evening  in  the  form  of  decoction. 
The  decoction  of  the  h;irk  is  employed  in  herpetic  affections  and  as  a- 
gargle  in  angina  tonsillaris.  The  juice  of  the  leaves  is  used  as  a  rem- 
edy in  paralysis  of  the  eyelids,  and  the  infusion  in  ophthalmia  impe- 
tinosa,  particularly  in    photoplinhja. 
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Dr.  Th.  Peckolt  has  separated  from  one  kilogram  of  the  wood  21*8 
grams  pure  chrysophanic  acid,  37*5  bitter  extractive  and  109'375  of 
resin,  somewhat  resembling  resin  of  guaiacum  in  appearance,  but  be- 
coming golden  yellow  with  nitric  acid,  and  being  finally  oxidized  to- 
picric  acid. — Ibid..  Nov.  1. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  NOTES.* 
By  J.  B.  Barnes. 

Guaiacum  resin,  as  it  is  imported,  is  exceedingly  impure,  which  will 
be  seen  by  the  following  experiments :  Sixteen  ounces  of  guaiacum 
resin  supplied  by  the  wholesale  druggist,  a  sample  of  which  I  place 
before  you,  was  exhausted  by  boiling  in  rectified  spirit ;  the  quantity 
of  purified  resin  obtained  was  13  ounces  and  288  grains  ;  the  insolu- 
ble woody  particles  weighed  2  ounces  and  139  grains,  or  14*4  per 
cent,  of  impurity. 

Another  experiment  was  made  by  operating  in  a  similar  manner 
upon  8  ounces  of  powdered  guaiacum  resin  obtained  of  a  wholesale 
house,  which  yielded  about  7  ounces  of  pure  resin,  and  412  grains  or 
11-7  per  cent,  of  impurity,  consisting  of  a  brown  bulky  powder. 

These  results  show  that  pure  guaiacum  resin  should  be  used  for  all 
pharmaceutical  purposes,  in  preference  to  the  guaiacum  resin  as  im- 
ported and,  I  believe,  universally  used. 

Simple  extract  of  colocynth,  prepared  by  two  macerations  of  the 
pulp  in  cold  distilled  water,  pressing,  boiling  tHe  liquor,  separating 
the  coagulated  matter,  evaporating  to  dryness,  and  exhausting  witb 
rectified  spirit,  yielded  the  same  amount  of  extract  as  was  obtained 
from  the  same  qaantity  and  sample  of  colocynth  pulp  which  had  been 
exhausted  with  proof  spirit  and  evaporated  to  dryness  until  the  weight 
was  constant.  By  this  means  the  use  of  a  large  quantity  of  spirit 
and  subsequent  distillation  was  avoided. 

The  infusion  of  roses  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  as  is  well  known  to  all 
pharmaceutists,  loses  its  transparency  when  cold.  I  find  that  when 
one  part  of  glycerin  is  added  to  eight  or  nine  parts  of  infusion  of 
roses  it  at  once  becomes  bright  and  continues  so  as  long  as  it  keeps 
good.  Also  that  when  three  fluid-drachms  of  glycerin  are  added  to 
a  mixture  composed  of   one  grain  sulphate  of  quinia,  one  minim  of 

*  Read  at  the  Evening  Meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Brit- 
am,  November  5, 1873. 
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dilute  sulphuric  acid,  and  nine  fluid-drachras  of  infusion  of  roses,  the 
precipitate  of  tannate  of  quinia  which  forms  is  dii^solved,  and  the  re* 
suit  is  a  beautiful  briglit  solution.  The  precipitate  which  occurs  in 
gargles  containing  tannic  acid  and  infusion  of  roses  can  also  be  dis- 
solved bv  the  addition  of  two  fluidounces  of  glycerin  to  the  pint. — 
Pharm.  Journ.  [Lond.\  Nov.  8,  1873. 


NOTE  ON  A  SOLUTION  OF  IODOFORM. 

By  Lodis  Elsbero,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Laryngology  aud    Diseases  of  the  Throat  in   the  University  of 

New  York. 

A  great  objection  to  the  employment  of  iodoform  (CjHIg)  in  sub- 
stance is  its  bad  odor,  which  is  very  penetrating  and  persistent;  fur- 
thermore, there  has  not  hitherto  been  in  use  any  effective  solution  for 
topical  application  in  cases  where  ointments  are  inapplicable.  It  will 
doubtless  be  of  interest  to  all  who  know  the  medicinal  value  of  iodo- 
form to  learn  that  both  these  objections  have  been  overcome.  I  have 
found  an  ethereal  solution  which  deodorizes  iodoform,  the  solution 
smelling  of  ether  only,  and  at  the  same  time  constitutes  an  effective 
topical  remedy  for  diseased  mucous  membranes,  as  of  the  throat,  nose, 
mouth,  larynx,  vagina,  rectum,  etc.  Rhighini  used  an  ethereal  solu- 
tion for  direct  inhalation,  and  Dr.  Sass  used  an  ethereal  solution  and 
also  a  mixture  of  iodoform  and  sweet-almond  oil  by  means  of  a  spray- 
producer  for  inhalat'ion.  Dr.  Gubler  requested  Messrs.  Odin  and 
Leymarie  to  ascertain  the  relative  proportions  in  which  iodoform  is  so- 
luble in  ether,  and  the  most  favorable  conditions  for  its  preparation  ; 
their  experiments  and  conclusions  are  published  in  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Journal,  August  2,  1873.  The  London  Doctor  for  September  1 
tells  us  that  experiments  were  made  with  pure  ether  of  65°  Baum^ 
(specific  gravity  .724),  and  also  with  ether  of  62°  Baurad  and  56° 
Baume,  the  temperature  being  13^  C.  Eight  grains  of  tincture  ob- 
tained with  these  ethers  contained  iodoform  in  solution,  respectively, 
to  the  following  extent : 

Ether  of  65°  Baume,  1.61  grammes. 
"  62°       "         1.26        " 

56^      "         1.13 

The  conclusions  drawn  by  the  authors  from  their  oxpuriments  are  : 

1^  To  empluy  iodoform  in  tiio  crystalline  state. 
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2.  To  make  the  solution  in  a  red  glass  flask  by  simple  agitation. 

3.  To  use  the  following  proportions  : 

Crystallized  iodoform,  1  gramme  ; 
Ether  (60°  Baumd),  4  grammes. 
I  had  a  solution  prepared  with  Squibb's  ether,  and  find  that  it  pos- 
sesses all  the  advantages  of  iodoform  in  powder  for  local  applications, 
without  its  disadvantages:  The  smarting  which  the  ether  may  be  ex- 
pected to  produce  upon  the  mucous  membrane  is  momentary  only,  so 
that  the  application  becomes  really  painless.  Its  beneficial  effects 
surpass  my  expectations. — Philada.  Medical  Times,  Oct.  4,  1873. 


THE  PREPARATION  OF  LIQUOR  BISMUTHI.* 
By  C.  Mehu. 

In  the  formula  given  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Wood  for  the  preparation  of 
Liquor  Bismuthif  there  are  two  equivalents  of  citric  acid  ordered  to 
one  equivalent  of  bismuth.  I  have  satisfied  myself  many  times  that 
a  single  equivalent  of  citric  acid  is  sufficient  to  obtain  a  perfectly 
stable  solution  of  bismuth.  In  this  manner  an  excess  of  citrate  of 
ammonium  in  the  liquor  is  avoided.  The  method  which  I  adopt  is  as 
follows  : 

I  dissolve  an  ascertained  weight  of  pure  bismuth  in  three  times  its 
weight  of  pure  nitric  acid,  then  concentrate  the  solution  and  leave  it 
to  crystallize.  After  one  or  two  days  the  mother  liquor  which  sur- 
rounds the  crystals  is  decanted  and  evaporated  in  a  porcelain  capsule 
at  a  moderate  temperature,  so  as  to  completely  drive  ofl'  the  excess- 
of  acid;  in  cooling  the  liquor  forms  a  crystalline  mass.  All  the  crys- 
tals being  put  together,  I  then  pour  upon  them  a  concentrated  solution 
of  citric  acid,  made  with  heat.  For  each  equivalent  of  bismuth  I 
employ  an  equivalent  of  crystallized  citric  acid,  being  very  nearly 
equal  weights  of  each.  The  solution  of  citric  acid  dissolves  completely 
the  crystals  of  nitrate  of  bismuth. 

In  order  to  obtain  citrate  of  bismuth  I  divide  this  solution  of  nitrate 
of  bismuth  in  citric  acid  into  two  equal  parts,  and  pour  into  one  of 
them  a  sufficient  quantity  of  ammonia  to  dissolve  the  precipitate  that 
is  formed  at  first,  leaving  only  a  slight  excess  of  ammonia,  and  then 
add  the  other  portion  of  the  solution.    From  this  mixture  there  results. 

*"Annuaire  Pharmaceutique,"  1873,  p.  55. 

t  "  Pharm.  Journ."  [3],  vol.  ii,  p.  233.  • 
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a  very  white  precipitate  of  citrate  of  bismuth,  which  I  wash  with  warm 
water  as  long  as  it  gives  any  traces  of  acidity,  and  then  dry  in  a 
Btove.  The  washings  are  acid  and  contain  a  large  proportion  of  ni- 
trate of  ammonium,  with  scarcely  any  traces  of  bismuth.  This  can  be 
isolated  in  a  state  of  sulphide  by  means  of  sulphide  of  sodium. 

The  citrate  of  bismuth  so  prepared  dissolves  in  ammonia  ;  the  solu- 
tion can  be  diluted  at  will  with  water  without  becoming  turbid,  and 
may  be  preserved  for  years.  1  have  examined  during  two  years  seve- 
ral solutions  of  bismuth  containing  from  20  to  50  grams  of  metallic 
bismuth  per  litre  without  recognizing  the  least  alteration.  The  solu- 
bility of  the  citrate  of  bismuth  is  very  rapid  and  easy ;  it  is  only 
necessary  to  wash  solid  citrate  of  bismuth  with  a  strong  solution  of 
ammonia  to  obtain  a  perfect  solution  too  strong  for  ordinary  use. 

When  the  solution  of  citrate  of  bismuth  in  ammonia  is  evaporated 
upon  plates  there  is  left  a  white  residue,  insoluble  in  water,  but  com- 
pletely soluble,  although  rather  slowly,  in  ordinary  solution  of  am- 
monia. 

The  citrate  obtained  by  the  evaporation  of  the  ammoniacal  solution 
yields  nothing  perceptible  to  alcohol,  unless  it  contain  nitrate  of  am- 
monium in  excess  or  some  other  impurity  soluble  in  that  menstruum. 
The  solution  of  citrate  of  bismuth  in  ammonia  is  not  rendered  turbid 
by  acetic  acid,  chloride  of  sodium,  chloride  of  ammonium,  iodide  of 
potassium,  ferrocyanide  of  potassium,  or  bichromate  of  potash.  It  is 
precipitated  by  oxalate  of  ammonium,  nitric  acid,  phosphoric  acid,  sul- 
phuric acid,  and  nitrate  of  urea. — Lond.  Pharm.  Journ.  Nov.  8,  1873. 


ACTION   OF  WATER  UPON  THK  RESINOID  PRINCIPLE    OF 

OPIUM.* 

By  L.  Pkrier. 

Soubeiran  in  his  Traite  de  Pharmacie  Theorique  et  pratiquCyf 
has  pointed  out  that  the  proportion  of  water  put  into  contact  with 
crude  opium  exercises  an  influence  upon  the  solution  of  the  resinoid 
principle,  oil,  and  narcotina,  but  that  the  resulting  modifications  of 
this  action  are  little  known.  The  author  has  found  that  at  any  rate 
the  proportion  of  water   employed    plays   an   important    part   in   the 

♦   Bulletin  des  Traveaux  de  la  Societe  de  Pharmacie  de  Bordeaux,  xiii.,  246. 
t  Fifth  edit.  (1857),  i.,  777  ;  aeveuth  edit.  (1869),  i.,  851. 
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solution  of   extract  of   i>pium,   as    shown  by   the    following    experi- 
ments : — 

(1)  120  grams  of  extract  of  opium  was  divided  into  two  equal 
parts  ;  one  half  was  treated  with  120  grams  of  distilled  water  at  15" 
C,  tlie  other  half  with  '250  grams  of  water  at  the  same  temperature. 
At  the  end  of  six  hours,  assisted  by  agitation,  solution  was  complete 
in  both  liquids,  and  they  were  filtered  through  paper.  The  first  only 
left  a  few  bubbles  of  blackish  matter  ;  the  second  abandoned  six  grams 
of  oleo-resin. 

(2)  The  first  solution  was  then  evaporated  to  dryness  and  the 
product  divided  into  two  parts  ;  one  was  put  into  a  small  quantity  of 
water  (about  twice  its  own  weight),  the  other  into  1000  grams.  After 
twenty-four  hours  the  concentrated  liquor  was  quite  limpid  and  with- 
out deposit,  but  the  dilute  liquor  had  deposited^  a  considerable 
residue. 

(3)  30  grams  of  extract  was  dissolved  in  water,  under  the  conditions 
prescribed  in  the  Codex  (ten  times  its  weight  of  water  at  15°  C). 
The  solution  was  at  first  muddy,  a  black  granular  precipitate  covered 
the  bottom  of  the  vessel ;  but  upon  evaporation  in  a  water-bath  the 
extract  again  became  homogeneous,  and  afterwards  dissolved  in  30 
grams  without  any  deposit.  In  its  turn,  this  solution  threw  down  a 
precipitate  when  double  its  own  volume  (60  grams)  of  water  was 
added,  and  the  precipitate  was  augmented  commensurately  with  the 
addition  of  more  water.  Afterwards  concentration  reproduced  a  nor- 
mal extract,  soluble  without  residue. 

(4)  The  quantity  of  water  employed  gave  rise  to  a  regular  pro- 
egression  in  the  phenomena  of  solution  and  precipitation.        If,  for 

example,  five  grams  of  extract  of  opium  were  put  in  ten  grams  of 
distilled  water,  the  portion  which  was  first  dissolved  left  in  suspension 
a  granular  deposit.  In  proportion  as  the  liquid  became  saturated  this 
deposit  was  effaced,  until  at  last  no  more  remained  undissolved.  The 
maroon  black  liquid,  a  layer  of  four  centimetres  of  which  was  imper- 
meable by  sunlight,  did  not  require  filtering ;  if  it  were  sometimes 
scarcely  clear  yet  it  did  not  deposit.  With  five  grams  more  water  a 
turbidity  was  manifested  which  was  not  completely  removed  by  shak- 
ing. At  the  maximum  of  20  grams  of  water  the  deposit  commenced  ; 
towards  30  grams,  and  after  standing  for  an  hour,  the  deposit  was 
nearly  doubled ;  at  50  grams  (ten  times  the  weight  of  the  extract) 
it  ceased,  and  the  liquid  was  no  longer  troubled  by  fresh  additions  of 
"water. 
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The  whole  of  the  resin  however  could  not  be  removed  by  water 
from  solutions  of  opium.  Thirty  fjrams  of  extract  which  no  longer 
gave  a  precipitate  upon  the  addition  of  water,  yielded  '2-5  grams  of 
black  resin  when  treated  with  ammonia.  Although  in  this  case  the 
extract  was  the  product  of  a  fourth  maceration,  the  phenomenon 
occurred,  but  in  a  less  degree,  under  ordinary  conditions. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  same  matter  will  alternately  pass  through 
a  filter  without  residue  or  leave  an  enormous  residue,  according  as 
the  quantity  of  water  employed  is  small  or  large  ;  also  that  the  precipi- 
tation ceases  when  the  weight  of  the  menstruum  is  about  ten  times 
greater  than  that  of  the  substance.  It  is  even  possible  to  dissolve  in 
a  very  concentrated  cold  solution  a  deposit  that  has  not  been  obtained 
from  it.  Finally,  that  the  heat  of  a  water-bath  will  restore  the 
homogeneity  destroyed  by  an  excess  of  water,  an  observation  that  is 
not  in  accord  with  what  has  been  written  by  other  authors.  The 
constant  results  obtained  during  his  experiments  have  induced  M.. 
Perier  to  formulate  his  conclusions  as  follows  : — 

(1)  The  quantity  of  distilled  water  at  IS''  C.  in  which  extract  of 
opium  is  dissolved  has  a  direct  and  certain  influence  upon  the  partial 
elimination  of  the  resinoid  matter. 

(2)  Concentrated  aqueous  infusions  of  extract  of  opium  do  not 
give  any  notable  precipitate,  except  with  the  lapse  of  time  ;  dilute 
solutions,  where  the  weight  of  the  menstruum  exceeds  twice  that  of  the 
matter  dissolved,  give  as  much  more  residue  as  the  proportion  of 
water  is  increased  from  two  to  ten. 

(3)  Water,  in  whatever  quantity  does  not  precipitate  the  whole  of 
the  resinoid  matter ;  a  certain  portion  yields  only  to  ammonia. 

(4)  The  residue  of  extract  of  opium  treated  with  cold  water  re- 
dissolves  in  the  concentrated  mother  solution,  and  heat,  instead  of 
aiding  in  the  separation  of  the  resin,  oil  and  narcotina,  reconstitutes 
the  homogeneity  of  the  extract. — Fhar.  Jour.  (Lond.)  Oct.  11,  1873. 


A   NEW  TEST  FOR   MORPHIA.* 
.  By    Louis  Sieboi.d. 

In  conducting  a  series  of  experiments  on  organic  alkaloids,  I  dis- 
covered a  new  test  for  morphia,  which  greatly  exceeds  in  delicacy 
the  tests  hitherto  known   for  that  substance.     If  it  is  to  be  applied 

*   Read  before  the  British  Pharmoceatical  Conference. 
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for  the  detection  of  opium  in  food,  the  contents  of  stomachs,  etc.,  in 
poisoning  cases,  it  is  of  course  necessary  to  separate  the  alkaloid  from 
the  other  substances  in  the  usual  manner.  The  test  is  then  performed 
in  the  following  way  : — 

Heat  the  substance  which  is  believed  to  be,  or  to  contain,  morphia 
gently  with  a  few  drops  of  pure  sulphuric  acid,  add  a  very  small 
quantity  of  pure  perchlorate  of  potassium.  The  liquid  immediately 
surrounding  the  perchlorate  will  at  once  assume  a  deep  brown  color, 
which  will  soon  spread  and  extend  over  the  greater  part  of  the  acid. 
Warming  increases  the  delicacy  of  the  test.  0  "0001  gramme  of  morphia 
can  be  distinctly  recognized  in  this  way  and  no  other  alkaloid  is  acted 
upon  in  a  similar  way  by  the  substances  named.  It  is  indispensable 
however  for  the  success  of  the  experiment  that  the  perchlorate  of 
potassium  be  absolutely  free  from  chlorate ;  if  it  is  not,  it  must  be 
heated  with  successive  portions  of  pure  hydrochloric  acid  until  the 
latter  remains  colorless  and  ceases  to  give  oflf  chlorine.  After 
removing  the  HCl  completely  by  washing  with  water,  the  perchlorate 
must  be  dried  at  212°,  and  is  then  ready  for  use.  I  feel  justified  in 
strongly  recommending  this  test  to  the  attention  of  the  chemical 
profession. 

[Some  time  after  I  had  forwarded  the  above  report  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Conference,  another  equally  delicate  new  test  for  morphia 
was  published  by  Mr.  R.  Schneider.  One  drop  of  pure  sulphuric 
acid  is  placed  on  a  porcelain  slab,  and  a  mixture  of  one  part  of 
morphia  and  six  parts  of  sugar  is  added ;  the  mixture  will  at  once 
assume  a  purplish  red  color,  which  remains  unaltered  for  some  time. 
Oodeina  and  aconitina,  if  treated  in  the  same  way,  produce  a  similar 
reaction.] — Pharm.  Jour,  and  Trans.,  October  18,  1873. 
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ON  THE  ESSENTIAL  OIL  OF  ORANGE  (PORTUGAL.)* 

By  C.  R.  a.  Wright,  D.  Sc.  (Lond.), 

Lecturer  on  Chemistry  in  St.  Mary's  Hospital  Medical  School. 

A  brief  preliminary  notice  on  this  subject  by  the  author  and  Mr. 

C.  H.  Piesse  was  read  before  the  Conference   two  years  ago;  since 

then  a  large  number  of  experiments    have   been  made,  of  which  the 

following  is  a  synopsis  : 

Proximate  Constituents. — The  great   majority  of  the  oil  1 97 "2  per 

*  Read  at  the  meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 
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cent.)  distils  below  180°  ;  a  small  quantity  of  an  oxidized  constituent 
boiling  near  220°  is  contained,  possessing  the  composition  CiqHjjO  ; 
and  a  non-volatile  soft  resin  is  also  contained  giving  numbers  on 
analysis  agreeing  with  the  empirical  formula  CjoHsoOj,  together  with 
another  oxidized  substance  of  high  boiling  point,  a  portion  distilling 
at  240''" — 250°,  agreeing  with  the  empirical  formula  C^oHg^Oj. 

The  oxidized  constituent  CjoHjgO  is  possessed  of  the  property  of 
becoming  altered  by  heat  forming  an  isomeric  liquid  of  higher  boil- 
ing point,  and  finally  becoming  a  non-volatile  resin,  no  change  in  its 
composition  being  thereby  produced  :  in  this  respect  it  resembles  an 
analogous  (or  identical?)  substance  contained  in  oil  of  nutmegs. 

The  portion  boiling  below  180°  yields,  on  distillation  over  sodium, 
a  hydrocarbon,  CioHjg,  boiling  constantly  at  178°,  and  apparently 
consisting  of  one  homogeneous  substance,  no  trace  of  cymene  being 
apparently  present.  Many  other  natural  terpenes  (e.  g.,  the  terpens 
of  turpentine  oil  and  that  of  nutmeg  oil)  are  not  pure  terpenes,  having 
been  found  to  contain  cymene,  C,oH,^,  as  well  as  a  CioH^g  hydrocar- 
bon. 

When  two  equivalents  of  bromine  arejcautiously  added  to  the  ter- 
pene  of  orange  oil  (hespertdene)  combination  takes  place  with  evolu- 
tion of  heat ;  the  product  breaks  up  on  distillation,  forming  hydro- 
broraic  acid  and  cymene,  thus — 

C,oH,gBr,  =  2  HBr  H-  C,oH,,. 

The  cymene^thus  formed  is  identical  with  that  contained  in  cumin 
oil  and  with  that  obtainable  from  camphor,  yielding  on  oxidation  tere- 
phthalic  acid  and  acetic  acids  without  admixture  with  isophthalic  acid 
or  higher  homologues  of  acetic  acid  ;  the  original  hydrocarbon  hesperi- 
dene,  when  similarly  oxidized,  gives  acetic  acid,  but  no  trace  of  tere- 
phthalic  acid. 

If  the  oxidation  be  not  carried  to  its  limit,  the  action  of  chromic 
acid  on  hesperidene  gives  rise  to  a  small  quantity  of  a  substance, 
CjoHijO,  which  resembles  in  all  respects  save  odor  the  body  of  that 
composition  contained  in  the  original  oil ;  probably  therefore  that 
body  is  formed  by  the  spontaneous  oxidation  of  the  hydrocarbon;  or 
possibly  the  hydrocarbon  is  produced  by  the  natural  deoxidation  of 
this  oxidized  substance. 

Action  of  Nitric  Acid  on  Hesperidene. — This  action  is  very  ener- 
getic, the  resulting  substances  being  carbon  di-oxide  and  nitrous  red 
fumes,  oxalic  acid  and  a  new  body,  hesperisic  acid,   being  formed : 
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this  hesperisic  acid  forms  a  lead  salt  insoluble  in  water,  and  a  calcium 
salt  soluble  in  water  and  precipitated  by  alcohol  from  aqueous  solu- 
tion ;  its  barium  salt  is  soluble  in  water.  The  acid  is  obtained  by 
treating  the  purified  calcium  salt  with  sulphuric  acid  and  ether ;  on 
evaporation  of  the  ether  the  acid  is  left  as  a  honey-like  mass,  which 
gradually  becomes  crystalline.  It  is  hexabasic  and  lias  the  composi- 
tion C2oH260,7,2H20,  the  2H2O  being  lost  at  100°. 

Action  of  Hydriodic  Acid  on  Mes^jeridene. — Hydriodic  acid  com- 
bines with  hesperidene,  forming  a  liquid  compound  partially  decom- 
posed by  distillation.  Attempts  to  synthesise  an  acid  containing 
eleven  proportions  of  carbon  by  acting  on  this  hydriodide  with  cyan- 
ide of  silver,  etc.,  met  with  little  success  :  it  was  also  found  impracti- 
cable to  add  hydrogen  on  to  hesperidene  by  the  joint  action  of  phos- 
phorus and  hydriodic  acid,  a  polymeride  boiling  about  250°  being  the 
sole  product. —  Pharm.  Joiirn.  and  Trans..,  October  18,  1873. 


ON  THE  DETECTION  OF  THE  ADULTERATION  OF  TEA. 

Read  before  the  British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science. 
By  a.  H.  Allen,  F.C.S. 
As  public  analyst  for  the  borough  of  Sheffield,  many  samples  of  tea 
had  been  brought  under  the  author's  notice,  chiefly  by  dealers  them- 
selves, in  order  to  guard  against  selling  tea,  which,  if  they  had  been 
analyzed  by  him  officially,  might  have  been  condemned  as  adulterated. 
The  analyses  of  tea  up  to  the  present  time  were  by  no  means  nume- 
rous ;  and  some  were  so  old  that  they  might  well  be  viewed  with  sus- 
picion. The  three  principal  constituents  of  tea  were  tannin,  gum, 
and  "woody  fibre,"  with  small  quantities  of  some  albumenoid  body, 
theina  (the  active  principle),  coloring  matters,  chlorophyll,  essential 
oils,  kc.  The  proportions  of  these  found  by  diiferent  analysts  varied 
very  much,  the  difference  evidently  depending  upon  the  methods  of 
determination  employed.  His  object  had  been  more  to  work  out  a 
technical  method  of  testing  teas  for  adulteration  than  to  establish  the 
actual  composition  of  genuine  tea.  The  estimations  that  had  been  made 
of  tannin  seemed  to  present  the  greatest  variations,  and  in  many  cases 
they  were  manifestly  wrong.  A  modification  of  Dr.  Hassall's  pro- 
cess, in  which  a  volumetric  solution  of  gelatin  was  used,  had  given 
him  very  concordant  and  reliable  results,  and  had  made  the  deter- 
mination of  tannin  in  tea  an  operation  of  a  rapid  and  tolerable  simple 
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character.     The  use  of  a  standard  solution  ot"  gelatin  for  the  deter- 
mination of  the  strength  of  tannin  matters  ^Tas  nothing  new;  but  he 
believed  he  had  been  the  first  to  employ  the  process  in  the  examina- 
tion of  tea.     Mr.  Allen  then  described  the  details  of  the  method  he 
employed  in  the  estimation  of  tannin,  stating  that  he  had  found  by 
the  process  in  genuine  black  tea  of  rather  more  than  average  quality 
12-5  per  cent,  of  tannin,  which  presented  a  close  agreement  with 
those  in  the  old  analyses  of  Mulder,  which  he  regarded  as  the  most 
accurate  and  complete  analyses  of  tea  extant.    The  estimation  of  tan- 
nin was  of  the  first  importance  ;  for  if  it  reached  the  normal  amount 
all  question  of  adulteration  by  exhausted  leaves  was  at  an   end,   and 
foreign  leaves  were  very  unlikely  to  be  present.     The  only  fallacy  in 
such  a  conclusion  would  be  caused  by  an  admixture  of  catechu,  or  sloe 
leaves.     The  next  point  of  importance  was  the  percentage  of  "  woody 
fibre,"  as  it  was  called  by  some  analysts,  and  here,  again,  he  was  dis- 
posed to  think  that  Mulder's  analysis  was  the  only  accurate  one.  The 
percentage  of  gum,  insoluble  matter,  and  tannin  in  any  sample  of  tea, 
considered  carefully,  would  enable  the  analyst  to  form  a  very  accurate 
opinion  as  to  the  presence  or  absence  of  exhausted  leaves,  &c.     An- 
alyzed by  the  above  described  methods  a  sample  of  very  superior 
black  Congou  tea  gave  the  following  results,  which  he  had  placed  in 
juxtaposition  with  the  numbers  obtained  after  some  of  the  same  sam- 
ple had  been  infused  in  the  usual  manner  in  the  teapot  (the  exhaustion 
was  not  carried  to  excess,  no  second  quantity  of  tea  being  used),  and 
the  leaves  re-dried: — 


Original  Tea. 

Ej 

jhausted  Tea, 

Moisture 

9-2 

111 

Insoluble  matter 

58-7 

87-5 

Gum 

10-5 

3-8 

Tannin  (by  gelatin) 

15-2 

3-3 

From  this  it  would  be  seen  that  infusion  in  the  teapot  resulted  in  the 
increase  of  the  insoluble  matter  by  nearly  30  per  cent.,  while  the  gum 
and  tannin  were  much  reduced  in  amount.  Generally  the  exhausted 
leaves  were  redried  and  made  up  with  gum,  which  gave  them  a  peculiar 
glossy  appearance,  and  was  detected  by  excess  on  analysis.  From  a 
table  which  he  had  prepared  of  thirteen  different  analyses,  he  gave 
several  instances  of  adulteration.  In  one  case  he  was  attracted  by  a 
table  in  a  window,  "Try  our  fine  rough,  flavored,  thick,  sappy,  Mon- 
ing  Congou  at  2s  a  lb."     The  specimen,  when  examined,  was  found 
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to  contain  catechu,  starch,  magnesia,  metallic  iron,  graphite,  sand, 
&c.  He  had  also  found  sloe  leaves  presenting  a  close  resemblance 
to  green  tea  in  every  respect.  An  inspection  of  the  specimens  an- 
alyzed showed  that  genuine  green  teas  were  richer  in  tannin  than 
black  teas  in  about  the  proportion  of  two  to  three.  This  was  no  doubt 
due  to  the  partial  oxidation  and  destruction  of  the  tannin  during  the 
process  of  fermentation  to  which  black  tea  is  subjected  in  the  process 
of  manufacture.  Whether  the  acknowledged  superior  strength  of 
green  tea  was  due  to  the  larger  percentage  of  tannin  present  in  it,  he 
was  not  prepared  to  say.  The  determination  of  theina  he  had  made 
did  not  account  for  the  difference,  and  most  analysts  had  found  more 
theina  in  black  than  in  green  tea.  The  infusion  of  green  tea  was  not 
nearly  so  strong  in  color  as  that  of  black  tea,  though  it  was  half  as 
strong  again  in  tannin,  so  that  the  depth  of  color  could  not  be  regard- 
ed as  a  proof  of  strength,  though  generally  so  considered.  If  a  solu- 
tion of  carbonate  of  sodium  be  added  to  a  weak  infusion  of  tea  (strained 
away  from  the  leaves)  a  considerable  darkening  was  observed,  though 
certainly  the  infusion  could  become  no  stronger.  Thoroughly  ex- 
tracted tea  leaves  yield  a  brown  liquid  when  treated  with  carbonate 
of  sodium  solution.  These  facts  quite  explained  why  careful  house- 
wives had  a  fancy  for  putting  soda  in  the  teapot,  the  infusion  becom- 
ing sensibly  darker  by  the  addition,  to  say  nothing  of  the  extra  color- 
ing matter  from  the  leaves.  Apart  from  its  softening  effect  on  the 
water  (the  advantage  of  which  he  tliought  was  doubtful),  there  could 
be  no  good  reason  for  its  addition.  In  the  methods  he  had  used  for 
detecting  facing  and  coloring  there  was  not  much  that  was  new.  On 
treating  the  tea  with  warm  water  the  colors  and  facings  came  off,  and 
on  straining  off  the  leaves  and  leaving  the  liquid  at  rest,  they  grad- 
ually settled  to  the  bottom.  If  prussian  blue  or  indigo  were  present 
the  sediment  generally  had  a  bluish  or  greenish  color,  and  the  tests 
for  these  pigments  must  be  tried  accordingly.  Magnesia  was  often 
present  both  in  the  free  state  and  as  insoluble  silicate.  This  latter 
facing  he  had  found  on  several  occasions  on  green  teas  of  peculiarly 
smooth  appearance  and  slippery  feel.  It  was  detected  by  heating 
the  sediment  with  hot  hydrochloric  acid,  and  then  with  solution  of 
caustic  soda.  The  residue  was  ignited  and  fused  with  alkaline  car- 
bonate, the  first  product  dissolved  in  acid,  evaporated  to  dryness,  re- 
dissolved  in  weak  acid,  the  solution  treated  with  ammonia  and  oxa- 
late of  ammonium,  the  precipitate  filtered  off,  and  the  clear  liquid  tested 
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for  niagiiesiuiu,  in  the  usual  way,  by  phosphate  of  sodium,  when  an 
abundfuit  precipitate  was  obtained,  proving  the  presence  of  magne- 
sium :is  .<ilicate. — Cheniical  News,  Oct.  2 1,  1873. 


KSTIMATION  OF  SULPHUR  IN  IRON  AND  STEEL. 
By  T.  J.  MoRRKLi,. 

The  more  common  method  of  estimating  sulphur  in  iron  and  steel 
consists  in  acting  on  the  metal  with  sulphuric  or  hydrochloric  acid, 
and  precipitating  some  metallic  sulphide  by  the  evolved  sulphuretted 
hydrogen.  It  would  be  a  desideratuu),  in  point  of  time,  if  this  sul- 
phide could  be  directly  weighed. 

By  passing  the  evolveil  gases  through  an  ammoniacal  solution  of 
cadmium  oxide  (or  a  solution  of  sulphate  to  which  an  excess  of  ammo- 
nia has  been  added),  a  precipitate  of  cadmium  sulphide  is  obtained, 
which  can  be  at  once  collected  upon  a  small  filter,  dried  at  212°  F. 
and  weighed. 

The  phosphoretted  hydrogen,  evolved  in  a  solution  of  the  metal 
together  with  the  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  causes  no  precipitate  in  the 
solution. 

The  presence  of  ammoniacal  salts  would  also  prevent  any  precipi- 
tation of  carbonate  of  cadmium  by  the  traces  of  carbonic  acid  in  the 
air  drawn  through  the  apparatus  by  the  aspirator  after  the  metal  is 
dissolved.  However,  the  aspirated  air  could  easily  be  passed  through 
potash  solution,  to  remove  its  carbonic  acid. 

To  prevent  the  precipitation  of  oxide  of  cadmium  on  the  filter,  the 
precipitate  should  be  washed  with  distilled  water  containing  diminish- 
ing quantities  of  ammonia. 

If,  in  very  accurate  estimations,  it  is  necessary  to  estimate  the 
minute  quantity  of  sulphur  left  in  the  solution  and  residue  of  the 
metal,  this  can  be  done  as  usual  and  added  to  that  found  as  above. 

Five  test  analyses  of  a  piece  of  Bessemer  steel  known  to  contain 
•13  percent,  of  sulphur,  gave  as  follows:  (1)  0-12-i  per  cent. ;  (2)0-125 
per  cent.;  (3)  U-iy7  per  cent.:  (4)  0-125  per  cent.;  (5)  0-124  per 
cent. 

Cambria  Iron   Wor/of,  Johnstown,  Fa. 

— Am.  Chemiat. 


Am.  Joub.  Phirm. 
Dec.  1,  1873. 
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ON  TEA. 
By  J.  Alfred  Wankltn. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  tea  is  sometimes  adulterated  with  iron-filings 
and  other  preparations  of  iron,  and  when  public  analysts  have  found 
that  iron  had  been  put  into  tea  leaves  they  have  doubtless,  in  some 
instances,  found  that  which  had  really  taken  place. 

The  ash  of  genuine  tea  leaves,  however,  contains  iron,  and  by  no 
means  a  small  proportion  of  it.  In  a  paper  by  Zdller  (Liebig's  An- 
nalen,  May,  1871),  the  percentage  of  oxide  of  iron  in  the  ash  of  tea 
leaves  is  given  as  4*38  per  cent.  The  importance  of  this  determina- 
tion depends  upon  the  circumstance  of  the  tea  having  been  received 
direct  from  the  growers,  who  were  personal  friends  of  Liebig's ;  in 
that  instance,  therefore,  there  could  be  no  question  of  adulteration. 
It  may  bo  interesting  to  reproduce  ZoUer's  analysis,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Potash,  .....  39-22 

Soda,         ......         0-65 


Magnesia, 

Lime, 

Oxide  of  iron, 

Protoxide  of  manganese. 

Phosphoric  acid, 

Sulphuric  acid, 

Chlorine, 

Silica, 

Carbonic  acid. 


6-47 

4-24 

4-38 

1-03 

14-55 

trace 

0-81 

4-35 

24-30 

100-00 


From  this  it  is  abundantly  manifest  that  the  mere  qualitative  de- 
tection of  oxide  of  iron  in  the  ash  of  tea  is  no  valid  proof  of  adultera- 
tion ;  and  that  in  order  to  make  out  a  case  it  is  necessary  to  show 
sensibly  more  than  4  per  cent,  of  oxide  of  iron  in  the  ash. 

On  the  present  occasion  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  public  ana- 
lysts to  the  importance  of  investigating  the  ash  of  samples  of  tea. 
Zoller  found  the  ash  of  tea  leaves  to  be  5-63  per  cent.,  using  in  his 
investigation  tea  leaves  of  guaranteed  purity.  I  find  that  commercial 
tea  yields  a  very  similar  result,  as  is  seen  from  the  following  analysis 
made  in  my  own  laboratory  : — 
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Percentage  of  ash. 

Specimen  of  tea  used  by  myself,  .  .  6'63 

Civil  Service  tea,     .....  5*56 

Horniman's  tea,  ....  5"99 

Mandarin's  tea,  8s.  per  lb.,  .  .  .  5'30 

Orange  Pekoe,  5s.  per  lb.,         .  .  .  6*84 

"  ""....  6-06 

Green  tea,  48.  6d.  per  lb.,  .  .  .  5-86 


Average,  .....       5'75 

These  determinations  were  made  on  tea  in  its  ordinary  air-dried 
condition,  and  agree  suflBciently  with  Zoller's.  The  proportion  of  asb 
in  absolutely  dry  tea  is  5-92  per  cent. 

Zoller  further  calls  attention  to  the  composition  of  the  ash  of  spent 
tea  leaves.  This,  as  might  be  expected,  is  far  less  rich  in  alkalies,, 
being  far  less  soluble.     Zoller's  analysis  is  as  follows  : — 

Potash,  .....  7-34 

Soda,         .  .  .  .  .  .         0-69 


Magnesia,         .... 

Lime,         .... 

Oxide  of  iron, 

Protoxide  of  manganese,  . 

Chlorine,  .... 

Phosphoric  acid,     . 

Sulphuric  acid, 

Silica,         .... 

Carbonic  acid,  ....  25-28 


11-45 

io-7a 
9-5a 

1-97 
trace 
25-41 
trace 

7-57 


10000 
This  ash,  as  a  matter   almost  of  course,  must  be  composed  mainly 
of  material   insoluble  in  water. 

For  practical  purposes,  that  is  to  say  for  use  by  the  public  analysts, 
a  complete  analysis  of  the  ash  would  be  too  cumbrous  and  trouble- 
some. A  great  deal  of  information  may,  however,  be  gathered  from 
a  tolerably  simple  operation,  viz.,  from  a  determination  of  the  rela- 
tive quantities  of  soluble  and  insoluble  ash  in  tea  leaves.  With  the 
object  of  rendering  a  determination  of  this  sort  available,  I  have  made 
such  determinations  oh  dried  leaves  of  various  kinds.  The  leaves, 
with  the  exception  of  the  tea  and  Paraguay  tea  leaves,  were  gathered 


Percentages  on  the  dried  leaves 
The  Ash. 

Total. 
5-92 

Soluble  in 

Water. 

3-55 

—            ^ 
Insoluble 
in  Water. 
2-37 

6-28 

4-22 

2-06 

4-52 

2-00 

2-52 

4-53 

1-84 

2-69 

7-84 

1-72 

6-12 

8-05 

3-78 

4-27 

9-34 

4-16 

5-18 

9-90 

5-66 

4-24 

10-67 

3-19 

7-48 

13-50 

7-83 

5-67 
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by  my  assistant  on  the  24th  of  August  this  year.     The  following  are 
the  results  : — 


1.  Common  tea,   . 

2.  Paraguay  tea, 

3.  Beech, 

4.  Bramble,    . 
6.  Raspberry 

6.  Hawthorn, 

7.  Willow, 

8.  Plum, 

9.  Elder, 
10.  Gooseberry, 

From  this  table  it  will  be  apparent  that  the  ash  of  Paraguay  tea 
is  the  only  ash  capable  of  being  mistaken  for  the  ash  of  tea  ;  the  total 
percentage  would  of  itself  exclude  all  the  others.  The  ash  of  Para- 
guay tea,  is,  however,  distinguished  from  the  ash  of  common  tea  by 
containing  a  higher  proportion  of  soluble  matter. 

The  ash  of  beech  and  of  bramble  is  distinguished  from  that  of  tea 
by  being  too  small  in  amount,  and  by  containing  too  little  soluble 
matter.     All  the  rest  are  exceedingly  unlike  tea  ash. 

The  determination  of  the  total,  the  soluble,  and  the  insoluble  ash. 
in  leaves  are  made  with  great  facility.  Dried  leaves  burn  up  with 
great  ease  ;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  complete  combustion 
there  is  no  occasion  for  the  employment  of  nitric  acid.  I  am  in  the 
habit  of  employing  about  2  grms.  of  the  dried  leaves  for  the  experi- 
ment. These  I  burn  in  a  small  platinum  dish,  and  when  the  result- 
ing ash  has  become  grey,  I  allow  the  dish  to  cool  and  weigh  it  to- 
gether with  its  contents.  The  ash  is  then  heated  to  boiling  with  a 
little  water,  and  the  solution  filtered,  and  the  filtrate  evaporated  to 
dryness  in  a  small  platinum  dish  ;  the  resulting  residue  is  then  ignited^ 
cooled  and  weighed.  Thus  I  get  determinations  of  "  total  ash"  and 
"  soluble  ash;"  the  "  insoluble  ash"  is  found  by  difference. 

Sand  is  sometimes  found  in  tea  leaves  ;  this  is  very  easy  of  detec- 
tion. It  will,  of  course,  remain  in  the  insoluble  portion  of  the  ash^ 
and   refuse  to  dissolve  when   that  is  treated  with   hydrochloric  acid. 
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The  portion  of  real  tea  ash  which  is  insoluble  in  water  is  almost  en- 
tirely soluble  in  hydrochloric  acid. 

Very  many  uses  ma^'  be  made  of  a  determination  of  the  ash  in  a 
sample  of  tea.  As  an  example  of  what  may  be  learnt  from  such  de- 
terminations, I  will  cite  an  imaginary  case,  which,  however,  finds  its 
parallel  in  practice.  Let  us  supj  ose  that  the  tea  yielded  the  normal 
proportion  of  ash,  viz.,  575  per  cent,  on  the  air-dried  leaves,  and  let 
us  suppose  that  one-third  of  this  consisted  of  sand.  With  these  data 
before  him  the  analyst  would  be  justified  in  finding,  not  only  that 
there  was  a  little  sand  in  the  tea,  but  that  at  least  one-third  of  the 
sample  did  not  consist  of  genuine  tea,  but  either  of  some  other  kind 
of  leaf  or  of  spent  tea  (which  is  not  so  rich  in  ash  as  genuine  tea). 

On  a  future  occasion  I  hope  to  publish  further  researches  on  tea, 
and  will  conclude  with  an  expression  of  my  conviction  that  a  little 
careful  chemical  work  bestowed  on  the  subject  of  tea  will  render  the 
examination  of  it  highly  certain  and  satisfactory. — Qhem.  New$,  Oct. 
10,  1873. 

A  REVOLUTION  IN  THE  MANUFACTURE  OF  CARBONATE 

OF  SODA. 

By  De.  Rudolph  Waonbr. 

Six  years  ago,  when  the  international  jury  at  the  Paris  Exposition 
expressed  their  opinion  upon  the  state  of  the  soda  industry  at  that 
time,  all  the  judges,  whether  practical  or  theoretical  men,  believed 
that  Leblanc's  process  would  hold  the  field  for  a  long  time  yet.  This 
seemed  still  more  probable  since  a  process  had  just  been  introduced 
for  recovering  the  sulphur  from  the  soda  residues.  At  that  time  all 
the  soda  in  use  was  prepared  by  this  process,  excepting  a  compara- 
tively small  amount  obtained  from  Chili  saltpetre  and  cryolite,  al- 
though there  were  already  tangible  indications  that  soda  could  be 
made  on  a  large  scale  by  another  method  which  would  be  cheaper 
than  Leblanc's  process. 

The  chemical  section  of  the  international  jury  at  the  Vienna  Expo- 
sition, under  the  presidency  of  Prof.  A.  W.  Hofmann,  constituted  a 
congress  of  chemical  technology.  By  its  labors  during  the  course  of 
the  summer  this  congress  of  scientific  men  was  able  to  authenticate 
the  very  important  fact  that  although  Leblanc's  process  might  in  the 
future  possess  some  importance  for  certain  branches  of  the  industry, 
yet  in  most  places  another  soda   process  would  be  introduced  in  the 
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immediiite  future,  and  entirely  supersede  that  of  Leblanc.  Since  the 
time  of  the  Paris  Exposition  this  new  process  has  grown  from  a  small 
germ  to  a  strong  tree. 

The  process  in  question,  and  which  is  called  by  Prof.  A.  W.  Hof- 
mann  the  ammonia  process,  is  not  new  from  either  a  chemical  or  sci- 
entific point  of  view.  It  belongs  to  the  same  class  of  methods  as 
those  in  which  oxide  of  lead,  bicarbonate  of  magnesia,  quick  lime, 
alumina,  silicate  of  alumina,  oxide  of  chromium  or  fluosilic  acid  are 
employed  to  decompose  chloride  of  sodium  and  convert  it  directly  into 
soda  or  its  carbonate.  None  of  these  attempts  met  with  a  success 
deserving  of  notice,  although  for  a  century  past  efforts  have  been  made 
to  render  them  practically  operative.  The  new  process  is  founded 
upon  a  reaction  noticed  over  thirty  years  ago — that  of  bicarbonate  of 
ammonia  upon  a  strong  solution  of  common  salt.  The  greater  part 
of  the  sodium  is  precipitated  as  a  bicarbonate,  while  chloride  of  am- 
monium remains  in  solution,  from  which  the  ammonia  ior  a  second 
operation  is  expelled  by  quick  lime.  The  carbonic  acid  necessary  to 
convert  the  ammonia  into  bicarbonate  of  ammonia,  and  thus  make  the 
process  a  continuous  one,  is  obtained  by  heating  the  bicarbonate  of 
soda  to  convert  it  into  the  simple  carbonate. 

The  sensation  which  the  ammonia  process  has  created  in  industrial 
circles  will  render  a  brief  history  of  its  development  not  uninteresting. 

So  far  as  I  know,  Harrison,  Dyur,  Grey  and  Hemming  were  the 
first  to  patent  the  ammonia  process  in  Great  Britain  in  1838.* 
"  Great  expectations  "  were  excited  by  it,  but  it  soon  sank  into  obli- 
vion. Thirty  or  forty  years  ago  the  manufacture  of  soda  was  by  no 
means  at  the  head  of  the  great  branches  of  industry;  at  that  time, 
too,  ammonia  was  not  to  be  had  cheaply  and  in  immense  quantitief> 
and  that  branch  of  machine  building  which  has  furnished  the  necessary 
apparatus  for  chemical  industries  did  not  exist.  Besides  this,  Anthon, 
of  Prague,  in  18-40,  claimed  to  have  proved  that  in  the  ammonia  pro- 
cess a  very  considerable  portion  of  the  common  salt  remained  unde- 
composed. 

After  a  sleep  of  sixteen  years  the  ammonia  process  again  entered 
the  field.  On  the  26th  of  May,  1854,  Turck  took  out  a  patent  in 
France,  and  on  the  21st  of  June,  the  same  year,  Schloesing,  chemist 
of  the  Imperial  tobacco  factory  at  Paris,  took  out  a  patent  for  France 
and  Great  Britain.    The  mechanical  portion  and  machinery  for  Schloe- 

*  "  Mecbaoics'  Magazine,"  xxxi,  page  48. 
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sing's  process  were  designed  by  Engineer  E.  Rolland,  director  of  the 
tobacco  factory.  In  1855  a  company  was  organized  to  work  this  pro- 
cess. An  experimental  manufactory  was  started  at  Puteaux,  near 
Paris,  but  owing  to  its  situation  and  arrangements  as  well  as  to  the 
salt  monopoly,  it  could  not  produce  soda  cheap  enough  to  compete 
with  the  other  process,  and  hence,  in  1858,  the  experiment  was  aban- 
doned. Schloesing  and  Rolland  were  of  the  opinion  that  sooner  or 
later  the  new  process  must  come  into  use  in  making  soda. 

It  must  here  be  noticed  that  in  1858  Prof.  Heeren,  of  Hanover, 
subjected  the  ammonia  process  to  a  very  careful  test  in  his  laboratory. 
From  his  experiments  and  calculations  it  was  ascertained  that  this 
process  was  better  adapted  to  the  manufacture  of  bicarbonate  than  of 
the  simple  protocarbonate  of  soda. 

To  render  this  sketch  more  complete  and  historically  true,  it  must 
be  mentioned  that  T.  Bell,  of  England,  took  out  a  patent  Oct.  13, 
1857,  for  a  new  soda  process,  which  in  principle  :ind  practice  was  al- 
most literally  the  sfime  as  that  of  Dyer. 

It  was  known  when  the  jury  was  working  at  Paris  in  1867  that 
essential  improvements  had  been  inta*oduced  into  the  ammonia  process 
by  the  efforts  of  Margueritte  and  de  Sourdeval,  of  Paris,  and  James 
Young,  of  Glasgow.  A  more  important  fact,  however,  is  that  Solvay 
&  Co.,  of  Conillet,  in  Belgium,  actually  exhibited  at  the  Paris  Expo- 
tion  carbonate  of  soda  prepared  by  this  new  process. 

Since  that  time  the  ammonia  process  has  been  developed  and  per- 
fected to  such  an  extent,  especially  by  Solvay,  Honigmann  and  Gcr- 
stenhoefer,  that  as  early  as  February,  1873,  Prof.  A.  W.  Hofmann,  in 
his  introduction  to  the  third  group  of  the  catalogue  of  the  Exhibition 
of  the  German  Empire,  was  able  to  make  this  remark  :  "At  all  events 
the  ammonia  process  is  the  only  one  which  threatens  to  become  an 
important  competitor  of  the  now  almost  exclusively  employed  process 
of  Leblanc."  The  Vienna  Exposition  has  since  proved  the  truth  of 
his  assertion. 

There  are  now  large  soda  works  in  England,  Hungary,  Switzerland, 
Westphalia,  Thuringia  and  Baden,  which  employ  the  improved  am- 
monia process,  and  some  of  them  make  fifteen  tons  of  sodi  per  day. 

The  advantage."  (tf  the  new  process  over  that  of  Leblanc  are  very 
evident,  although  the  details  of  the  process  have  not  yet  been  made 
public.  The  chief  advantage  f()nsists  in  the  direct  conversion  of  salt 
into  carbonate  of  soda,  and   next  in   the   fact  that   from   a  saturated 
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brine  only  the  sodium  is  precipitated,  with  none  of  the  other  metals 
of  the  mother  liquor.  Besides  this,  the  product  is  absolutely  free 
from  all  sulphur  compounds,  the  soda  is  of  a  high  grade,  the  appara- 
tus !ind  utensils  are  very  simple,  there  is  a  great  saving  of  labor  and 
fuel,  and  no  noxious  gases  and  waste  products  are  produced,  which  is 
of  importance  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view.  The  only  weak  point 
of  the  ammonia  process  is  the  loss  of  the  chlorine,  which  is  converted 
into  worthless  chloride  of  calcium. 

The  effect  which  the  general  introduction  of  the  new  soda  process 
will  exert  upon  large  chemical  industries  in  general,  and  especially 
upon  the  consumption  of  sulphur,  the  manufacture  of  sulphuric  acid, 
and  the  price  of  muriatic  acid  and  chloride  of  lime,  cannot  be  over- 
looked.— Journ.  of  App.  Ohem.,  JVov.,  1873. 


GLYCERATE    OF   SUCRATK    OF    LIME    AND   ITS    EMPLOY- 
MENT  IN   THE   PREPARATION   OF  CHALK  LINIMENT.* 
By  M.  Latour. 

A  recent  explosion  at  Mont  Valdrien,  the  victims  of  which  were 
treated  in  the  military  hospital  of  Saint-Martin,  where  the  author  is 
pharmacien  principal,  gave  him  an  opportunity  on  a  large  scale  of 
profiting  by  a  rapid  method  of  preparing  an  oleo-calcareous  liniment, 
which  he  has  practiced  for  some  time  with  satisfactory  results.  It  is 
specially  when  it  is  necessary  to  prepare  such  a  compound  quickly 
and  in  considerable  quantities  that  he  considers  the  process  presents 
real  advantages.  The  new  ingredients  also  that  he  introduces  give  the 
compound  special  qualities,  which  he  thinks  would  render  it  suitable 
for  employment  in  a  great  number  of  cases, — such  as  severe  burns, 
erythema,  erysipelas,  variable  eruptions,  chilblains,  etc. — where  the 
skin  is  the  seat  of  more  or  less  inflammatory  symptoms. 

At  first  M.  Latour  employed  the  solution  of  sucrate  of  lime  ;  but 
in  order  to  avoid  the  formation  of  carbonate  of  lime  through  the  ab- 
sorption of  carbonic  acid  from  the  air,  he  tried  the  addition  of 
glycerin.  This  led  him  to  study  the  solubility  of  sucrate  of  lime  in 
glycerin,  and  finally  to  construct  a  formula  representing  nearly  the 
limit  of 'this  solubility  and  furnishing  a  dense  product  of  constant 
composition,  to  which  he  has  given  the  name  of  saturated  glycerate 

*  Repertoire  de  Pharmacie  [n.  a.],  vol.  i,  p.  557. 
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of  sucrate  of  lime.     This,  in  a    certain    state  of  dilution,  he  uses   to 
prepare  his  new  chalk  liniment. 

Solubility  of  Sucrate  of  Lime  in  Glycerin. — Sucrate  of  lime  is 
very  soluble  in  glycerin  and  the  addition  of  water  and  heat  hastens 
the  solution.  The  temperature  may  be  raised  to  the  boiling  point 
without  fear  of  the  coagulation  of  the  monobasic  sucrate  of  lime, 
which  is  prevented  by  the  glycerin.  The  following  two  experiments 
had  for  their  object  to  compare  the  solubility  of  sucrate  of  lime  in 
water  and  in  glycerin,  separately  : — 

[a)  Fifty  grams  of  dry  sucrate  of  lime,  in  fine  powder,  were  treated 
with  100  grams  of  distilled  water,  at  from  75°  to  80°  C.,  the  liquor 
filtered,  and  the  proportion  of  lime  determined  by  an  alkalimetric 
operation.  Ten  grams  of  the  solution  gave  0-4958  gram  of  lime  cor- 
responding to  3'646  grams  of  sucrate  of  lime.  The  solution  was 
coagulated  by  heat. 

[h)  One  hundred  grams  of  dry  sucrate  of  lime,  in  fine  powder,  were 
treated  with  a  mixture  of  equal  portions  of  water  and  glycerin  (100 
grams  of  each),  at  a  temperature  of  75  C,  and  the  liquor  filtered. 
The  filtration  was  slow.  An  alkalimetric  estimation  showed  that  10 
grams  of  liquor  contained  0'5161  gram  of  lime,  corresponding  to  3-756 
grams  of  dry  sucrate  of  lime.  In  this  case  heat  did  not  cause  the 
monobasic  sucrate  of  lime  to  coagulate. 

In  comparing  these  results  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  solubility 
of  sucrate  of  lime  is  nearly  equal  in  water  and  in  glycerin.  The 
slight  difference  is  due  to  a  peculiarity  that  is  worth  mentioning. 
During  the  evaporation  of  the  sucratr  of  lime  to  obtain  that  com- 
pound in  a  dry  state  there  is  formed  a  small  quantity  of  carbonate  of 
lime.  If  the  sucrate  be  treated  with  water  traces  only  of  the  carbon- 
ate formed  go  into  the  solution,  whilst  in  the  mixture  of  water  and 
glycerin  the  whole  is  dissolved.  In  fact,  if  a  few  drops  of  hydro- 
chloric acid  be  added  to  each  of  the  solutions  there  is  a  notable  disen- 
gagement of  carbonic  acid  from  the  glycerate,  but  only  a  very  feeble 
one  from  the  aqueous  solution.  This  would  explain  the  slight  differ- 
ence in  the  two  experiments. 

Saturated  Glycerate  of  Sucrate  of  Lime. — Without  having  recourse 
to  the  use  of  dry  sucrate  of  lime,  and  in  order  to  shorten  the  opera- 
tion, a  nearly  saturated  solution  of  sucrate  of  lime  may  be  obtained 
by  adopting  the  following  formula  :  — 

Slaked  Lime,     .  200  grams. 
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Powdered  Sugar 400  grams. 

Water 2  kilograms. 

Glycerin 400  grams. 

Mix  the  sugar  and  lime  thoroughly  in  a  mortar  ;  add  the  water  in 
small  portions,  so  as  to  obtain  a  clear  pulp  without  lumps.  Put  the 
mixture  into  a  stoppered  flask.  After  contact  for  twenty-four  hours, 
filter,  and  add  the  glycerin  to  the  solution,  then  evaporate  until  it  is 
reduced  to  one  litre.  It  is  essential  not  to  add  the  glycerin  until  after 
the  filtration  of  the  solution  of  sucrate  of  lime,  or  the  filtration  will 
be  retarded. 

The  glycerate  of  sucrate  of  lime  thus  prepared  has  a  density  of 
1-280  at  15°  C.  It  is  not  coagulated  by  boiling ;  but  coagulation 
takes  place  if  it  be  diluted  with  four  times  its  volume  of  water.  It 
contains,  by  volume,  in  100  cubic  centigrams,  7*716  grams  of  lime, 
corresponding  to  56-55  grams  of  dry  sucrate  of  lime;  by  weight,  in 
100  grams,  6-720  grams  of  lime,  corresponding  to  49-42  grams  of  dry 
sucrate. 

Applied  to  the  skin  this  glycerate  of  sucrate  of  lime  forms  a  kind 
of  varnish,  which  under  the  influence  of  transpiration  is  detached  in 
the  form  of  lumps  ;  upon  inflamed  surfaces  it  produces  a  feeling  of 
coolness  and  comfort.  More  decided  drying  qualities  may  be  im- 
parted to  it  by  dissolving  in  it,  with  heat,  about  3  per  cent,  of 
gelatin. 

Dilute  Glycerate  of  Sucrate  of  Lime. — Preparation  of  Chalk  Lin- 
iment.— For  the  preparation  of  chalk  liniment  with  the  glycerate  of 
Sucrate  of  lime  it  is  preferable  to  use  a  dilute  solution,  such  as  exists 
before  the  mixture  is  concentrated,  as  directed  in  a  preceding  para- 
graph. It  then  has  a  density  of  1-144  at  15°  C,  and  contains,  by 
volume,  in  100  cubic  centigrams,  3-512  grams  of  lime,  corresponding 
to  26-06  grams  of  dry  sucrate  of  lime ;  by  weight,  in  100  grams, 
3-289  grams  of  lime,  corresponding  to  24*19  grams  of  dry  sucrate. 

The  formula  for  the  liniment  of  the  glycerate  of  sucrate  of  lime  is 
as  follows  : — 

Ground  Nut  Oil 200  grams. 

Dilute  Glycerate  of  Sucrate  of  Lime.      ,     100       " 
Mix  in  a  vessel  having  a  large  mouth. 

By  substituting  oil  of  sweet  almonds,  a  mixture  is  obtained  that  is 
a  little  less  solid.     In  certain  cases  where  it  is  desired  to  combat  the 
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odor  which  is  given  off  from  the  profuse  suppuration  of  severe  and 
extensive  burns,  the  simple  oil  may  be  replaced  by  camphorated  oil. 
Dr.  Lagarde,  who  used  this  preparation  in  the  treatment  of  the 
soldiers  injured  in  the  before-mentioned  explosion,  reports  that  it 
fulfils  the  principal  requisites  sought  for  in  application  to  burns  ;  that 
it  efficaciously  protects  the  injured  surface  from  contact  with  the  air, 
does  not  adhere  to  the  wound,  diminshes  the  pain,  modifies  the  sup- 
puration, and  hastens  and  controls  the  cicatrization.  It  is  easily 
used,  and  may  be  renewed  without  causing  pain  to  the  patient.  Dr. 
MuUer  has  also  used  the  liniment  in  the  same  hospital,  in  cases  of 
erysipelas  of  the  face. — Pharm.  Jour,  and  Trans..,  Oct.  25,  1873. 


THE    ESTIMATION    OF    PHOSPHORUS    IN    FATTY    MIXTURES.* 
In  order  to  separate  phosphorus  from  articles  of  food,  vomits   and 
other  matters   containing   fatty  substances,  in  such  a  state  of  purity 
that  it  may  be   unfailingly  recognized  by  characteristic   properties, 
and  produced  in  court  as  evidence,  D.  A.  van  Bastelaer  gives  a  pro- 
cess already  found  of  advantage  in  several  judicial  inquiries,  which  is 
based  essentially  on  the  solubility  of  phosphorus  in  ether,  and  its  al- 
most perfect  indifference  towards  solution  of  ammonia  if  in  contact  with 
it  for  only  a  short  time.     If  the  substance  from  which  phosphorus  is 
to  be  separated  is  not  fluid,  e.  g..,  phosphor   paste,  it  is  first  reduced 
by  addition   of  water  to  the  condition    of  a   sufficiently  thin   pap,  in 
order  that   it  may  be   thoroughly  mixed  with   ether  by  agitating   for 
some  seconds.     Not  only  the  weight  of  the  original  substance  taken, 
but  also  that  of  the  added  water  is  noted.    After  the  reduction,  about 
100  grams,  or  any  other  suitable  weighed   quantity  of  the  fluid  mass 
is  taken,  mixed  with  as  much  ether,  and  left  in  contact  therewith  in 
the  cold  for  four  or  five  hours,  during  which  period  the  mixture  is  to 
be  violently  shaken  at  frequent  intervals.     The  ether  being  now  de- 
canted, is  replaced  with  an  equal  quantity  of  fresh  ether,  and  these 
operations  are  repeated  about  three  times.   The  united  ethereal  liquids, 
protected  from  dust,  are  allowed  to  evaporate  spontaneously  at  15° — 
20°  C.  in  a  shallow  dish.     At  this    point  some  water  is  added,  that 
the  phosphorus   may  be  protected   from   the   action  of  the   air   after 
evaporation  of  the  ether.     If  what  remains  after  removal  of  the  ether 
be  gently  warmed  to  50° — 60°  C,  the  phosphorus  unites  itself  with 
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a  portion  of  the  fat,  forming  a  fluid  globular  mass  under  the  water, 
whilst  the  remainder  of  the  matter  taken  up  by  ether  rises  to  the 
surface  as  a  thin  film.  The  globule  containing  phosphorus  is  now 
treated  with  about  10  to  15  grams  of  strong  aqueous  ammonia  in  a 
small  flask  and  violently  agitated.  This  treatment  is  repeated  a  few 
times.  Lastly,  if  the  adhering  ammonia  be  removed  by  washing  first 
with  water  acidulated  with  sulphuric  acid,  and  then  with  pure  water, 
the  phosphorus  remains  behind,  certainly  somewhat  soft  in  consist- 
ence, but  otherwise  exhibiting  all  the  physical  and  chemical  proper- 
ties which  characterize  it.  It  may  be  brought  in  a  little  glass  tube 
and  handed  to  the  judge  as  corpus  delicti. — Phar.  Jour,  and  Trans.., 
Oct.  18,  1873.  ^ 

Varieties.  t*. 


Lead  Poisonimj  from  Hair-Dye. — Dr.  Crocker  reports  the  tbllowiBg :  During 
the  month  of  February,  R.  W.,  aged  flfty-five  years,  applied  to  him  for  relief 
from  pains,  similar  to  those  which  characterize  muscular  rheumatism.  In  ad- 
dition to  pains  in  the  deltoid  and  other  muscles  of  the  shoulder,  he  sufiTered 
from  partial  paralysis  of  both  arms.  The  disease  appeared  to  yield  under  the 
induence  of  simple  remedies,  but  Jater  it  was  noticed  that  there  was  almost 
complete  paralysis  of  the  extensors  of  the  fingers.  The  patient  could  seize 
objects  forcibly,  but  found  a  difficulty  in  letting  them  go.  As  he  had  suffered 
for  several  years  from  occasional  attacks  of  colic,  his  gums  were  examined,  but 
no  metallic  stain  could  be  seen.  After  the  water  of  the  dwelling  had  been  tested 
and  the  kitchen  utensils  suspected,  it  was  found  that  he  had,  for  the  last  fifteen 
years,  made  use  of  a  hair-dye,  which  he  prepared  himself,  as  follows  :  To  one 
pint  of  water,  add  one  teaspoonful  of  acetate  of  lead  and  three  teaspoonfuls  of 
sulphur.  This  he  was  accustomed  to  use  at  least  once  a  week.  This  lotion 
was  interdicted,  and,  under  the  inlduence  of  iodide  of  potassium  and  electricity, 
he  made  a  good  recovery. — N.  Y.  Med.  Journ.,from  Union  Medicaid. 


Nitrate  of  Zinc  as  a  Caustic. — M.  Lefort  describes  [Journ.  de  Pharm.  et  de 
Chimie,  May,  1873)  a  caustic  paste  prepared  from  nitrate  of  zinc,  which  has 
been  reported  on  favorably  by  Drs.  Clement  and  Desgrange,  at  the  Hotel-Dieu, 
Lyons.  The  nitrate  is  prepared  by  dissolving  commercial  zinc  with  heat  in 
equal  volumes  of  nitric  acid  and  water,  maintaining  an  excess  of  zinc,  and  con- 
centrating until  a  slight  basic  precipitate  i?  formed,  which  carries  down  any 
iron  present.  Boiling  water  is  then  added,  and,  when  cool,  the  solution  is  fil- 
tered, and  evaporated  at  a  gentle  heat  until  slight  ebullition  takes  place;  if 
then  left  to  cool,  it  forms  a  cake,  which  should  be  broken  up  and  drained  in  a 
glass  funnel.  Of  the  nitrate  of  zinc  so  prepared,  100  grams  are  dissolved  in 
50  grams  of  water,  and  afterwards  incorporated  with  50'  grams  of  wheaten 
flour.  This  forms  an  homogeneous  paste,  which  remains  soft,  spreads  easily 
over  surfaces  without  afterwards  contracting,  and  does  not  spread  at  the  edges 
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through  absorption  of  moisture.  \Vlicn  made  into  cylinders,  it  should  not  be 
dried  by  heat,  as  it  slighlly  decomposes  and  becomes  yellow  and  friable;  it  may 
be  kept  dry  by  placing  it  in  a  tin  box  with  some  pieces  of  quicklime,  but  not  in 
contact  with  them. — Am.  Juurn.  Med.  Sciences,  Oct.  1873.  from  London  Med- 
ical Record,  June  18,  1873. 


Local  Applications  of  Chloral. — Chloral,  besides  its  hypnotic  properties, 
eeems  to  possess  an  antiputric  action.  Either  the  hydrate  of  chloral,  or  what 
id  called  metachloral,  may  be  used.  The  latter,  according  to  Dumas,  is  pre- 
pared by  placing  in  a  bottle  with  an  emery  stopper  some  chloral  and  five  or  six 
times  its  weight  of  sulphuric  acid.  'I'he  next  day  the  chloral  is  transformed 
into  metachloral.  which  must  be  well  washed  with  water  to  remove  the  sulphuric 
acid.  It  is  a  coarse  white  powder,  smelling  strongly  of  chloral,  hardly  soluble 
even  in  boiling  water,  and  distilling  between  150*^  and  200^  C.  without  melting. 
Regnault  has  shown  that  it  is  similar  in  composition  to  chloral,  and  its  formula 
is  C4  H  CI3  O2  .  being  simply  an  isomeric  modification  of  chloral.  Dr.  Dujardin- 
Beaumetz,  of  Paris,  has  lately  experimented  on  the  local  application  of  chloral 
as  a  canstic  or  modifying  agent  and  a  local  anaesthetic.  It  may  be  applied  in 
Bobstance^  which  mode  is  rather  difficult,  or  in  solution  of  different  strength — 
namely,  one  or  two  per  cent,  in  water  or  glycerin.  Metachloral  is  applied  in 
powder  upon  foul  wounds,  replacing  advantageously  iodoform,  the  smell  of  which 
is  so  disagreeable.  Cases  are  given  where  the  application  of  chloral  has  been 
of  much  use  in  gangrene,  phagedena,  rodent  ulcers,  lardaceous  ulcerations, 
certain  diseases  of  the  skin,  lupus,  and  for  modifying  the  cavities  of  abscesses, 
etc.  It  is  of  much  value  in  relieving  the  pain  of  cancerous  ulcerations  ;  and,  aa 
chloral  possesses  the  property  of  preventing  decomposition  of  the  nrine,  Dr. 
Beanmetz  thinks  that  in  certain  diseases  of  the  bladder  it  may  be  usefully  in- 
jected into  that  viscus. —  Am.  Journ.  Med-  Scie7ices,  Oct.  1873,  from  Lancet, 
Aug.  :iO,  1873. 


Examinaiion  of  Grape  Sutjar  ami  Milk  Sugar. — M.  Campani  employs  as 
reagent  a  concentrated  solution  of  subnitratc  of  lead,  mixed  with  a  dilute  solu- 
tion of  acetate  of  copper.  The  liquid  to  be  tested  is  added  to  5  c.  c.  of  this  so- 
Intion  and  raised  to  a  boil.  If  grape  sugar  is  present  the  mixture  becomes  col- 
ored, and  gives  a  yellow  precipitate.  Cane  sugar  has  no  action.  A  dilute  solu- 
tion of  milk  sugar  behaves  like  grape  sugar.  If  the  solu'ions  of  these  sugars  are 
concentrated  the  precipitates  are  brick-red. —  Cheni.  Ntws,  Sept.  26,  from  Lt» 
Mondes. 

JPiiuitcs  of  tijc  piniriuatcutical  JUcctlng. 

The  regular  Monthly  Pharmaceutical  Meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  after- 
noon, Nov    IBlh.  1873.     21  memiicrs  present. 

Peter  Williamson,  one  of  Uie  original  founders  of  the  College  in  1821,  was 
present,  and  on  being  culled  to  the  President's  chair,  addressed  the  meeting  in 
a  few  appropriate  remarks,  in  which  he  referred  to  the  progress  made  in  phar- 
macy aince  the  time  when  the  College  was  founded. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 
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Donations  to  the  Library  and  Cabinet  being  in  order,  Prof.  Maisch  presented 
to  the  Library  a  Catalogue  published  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  called 
A  Circular  of  Information  of  the  Bureau  of  Edwcation.  'I'lie  thanks  of  the  meet- 
ing were  directed  to  be  forwarded  by  the  Registrar. 

Samples  of  iMyrcia  acris,  P'ucalyptus  globulus,  bark  and  oil  of  E.  globulust 
were  presented  by  Jas.  T.Shinn.  from  W.  Ncergaard,  of  New  York.  A  speci- 
men of  apomorphia  was  also  exhibited,  and  it  was  stated  that  one  grain  placed 
on  the  tongue  would  be  followed  by  emesis  in  six  minutes.  1-lOth  of  u  grain 
administered  hypodermicaliy  produced  the  same  effect. 

Prof.Maisch  presented  to  the  College  cabinet  a  beautiful  specimen  of  the 
leaves  and  fruit  of  Clhoododendron  tomeutosum,  which  had  been  sent  by  Dan- 
iel Ilanbury,  of  London.  The  paper  illustrated  by  the  specimens  was  repub- 
lished in  the  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  October,  1873. 

Richard  V.Mattison  read  a  paper  on  Pancreatin,  in  which  he  detailed  a  pro- 
cess of  preparation  analogous  to  that  of  K.  Schefifer's  for  making  Pepsin.  The 
solution  of  Pancreatin  was  found  to  possess  the  property  of  emulsifying  cod 
liver  oil  readily.     The  paper  will  be  found  in  full  in  this  number. 

Prof.  Maisch  read  an  article  from  W.  iVL  Rice  on  Emulsifying  Cod  Liver  Oil, 
in  which  the  writer  ased  tragacanth  as  the  medium.  A  sample  was  exhibited 
made  by  his  process,  in  which  the  taste  of  the  oil  was  thoroughly  disguised.  A. 
discussion  here  arose  as  to  what,  in  the  opinion  of  the  members  present,  constitu- 
ted a  good  emulsion.  Jas. 'I'.  iShinn  advocated  thin  emulsions,  and  did  not  favor 
the  dispensing  of  thick  emulsions,  for  he  thought  that  the  patient  could  readily 
incorporate  the  water  and  oil  that  had  partially  separated  by  standing,  and  would 
prefer  to  do  it  rather  than  lake  a  thick  emulsion.  Jos.  P.  Remington  stated 
that  he  had  made  and  dispensed  a  cod  liver  oil  jelly,  made  on  the  same  princi- 
ple as  the  emulsion  of  Mr.  Rice's,  and  the  formula  would  be  found  at  page  175 
of  the  present  volume  of  the  Journal,  extracted  from  the  London  Pharmaceu- 
tical Journal  of  March  8th,  1873.  This  jelly  seemed  to  give  satisfaction  wher- 
ever it  was  used  ;  but  it  was  necessary  to  use  only  tke  finest  and  freshest  oil. 
Prof.  Maisch  spoke  of  the  use  ot  alkaline  solutions  in  emulsions,  and  of  the  ten- 
dency of  such  to  spoil  if  kept  too  long  and  become  disagreeable  to  the  taste. 

A  member  wished  to  know  of  JVlr.  Rice  whether  a  smaller  quantity  of  traga- 
canth could  not  be  used  in  the  formula. 

To  this  F.  Stryker  Boisnot  replied  that  both  Mr.  Rice  and  himself  had  tried 
various  proportions,  and  found  that  they  could  not  useless. 

R.  V.  Mattison  said  that  gum  arable  and  sugar  had  proved  to  be  the  best  in 
his  experience  for  thick  emulsions,  and  solution  of  pancreatin  for  thin  ones. 

Dr.  A.  W.  Miller  read  an  interesting  paper  on  Cosmolin,  and  exhibited  a 
nnmber  of  specimens.  lie  said  that  cosmolin  amounted  to  nothing  more  than 
paratlm  dissolved  in  what  is  technically  termed  neutral  oil.  lie  showed  a  sam- 
ple niade  in  this  way,  which  resembled  cosmolin  very  closely.  It  could  be  sold 
at  a  fair  profit,  if  made  in  this  way,  for  2.o  cents  per  pound,  whilst  cosmolin 
costs  three  times  that.  His  paper  will  be  found  elsewhere.  President  Wil- 
liamson remarked  that  petroleum,  paraffin,  cosmolin,  &c  «fec  ,  had  ail  come  up 
since  his  day ;  but  even  in  old  times  they  bad  petroleum.  An  article  called 
Seneca  Oil  used  to  sell  freely  for  11  d.  peroance,  which  was  petroleum  collect 
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ed  by  the  Indians.  It  was  found  floating  on  the  water  in  certain  parts  of  Penn- 
eyWania,  and  by  absorbing  it  by  a  blanket  and  wringing  it  out,  it  was  collected 
in  small  quantities  and  commanded  a  good  price.  It  was  used  for  liniments, 
&c.  &c. 

J.  P.  Remington  read  a  note  on  Aromatized  Waters,  advocating  th*e  use  of 
the  compound  waters  in  preparing  elixirs,  &c.  &c.  The  note  will  be  found  in 
this  number  of  the  Journal. 

Prof.  Maisch  spoke  of  a  process  for  preparing  distilled  water  which  had  been 
communicated  to  him  over  a  year  ago  by  Mr.  George  It.  Percival,  of  Water- 
▼ille,  Me.,  but,  at  the  author's  request,  was  not  published  then  Mr.  Percival 
found  that  volatile  oils  are  very  freely  soluble  in  boiling  water,  so  that  he  has 
taken  a  patent  for  obtaining  volatile  oils  on  a  large  scale  by  a  process  based 
thereon.  He  suggests  to  dissolve  the  volatile  oils  in  hot  distilled  water;  on 
cooling,  a  turbid  solution  results,  showing  that  the  water  is  a  saturated  soli^- 
tion.  By  filtering,  as  perfect  an  aromatized  water  as  can  be  made  from  volatile 
oils  is  obtained. 

Jas.  T.  rihinn  preferred  distillation,  and  said  that  he  made  an  imitation  of 
Cnracoa  cordial  by  distilling  the  oils  with  water  and  then  mixing  with  sugar, 
and  coloring. 

On  motion  of  S.  M.  McCollin,  the  above  papers  were  referred  to  the  Publi- 
cation Committee. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

JosEPn  P.  JRemixoton,  Registrar. 
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Thb  New  Construction  of  the  Intkrnai,  Rete.nue  Law. — On  pages  .')18  and 
519  of  the  November  number  of  the  "American  Journal  of  Pharmacy  "  will  be 
found  an  account  of  the  action  had  by  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy. 
"We  now  give  in  full  to  our  readers  the  report  of  the  committee  of  this  College 
of  the  interview  had  with  Commissioner  Douglass  October  1st : 

To  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  : 

Your  Committee,  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  College,  proceeded 
to  Wishintrton  on  afternoon  of  September  30th,  in  company  with  a  committee, 
appointed  for  a  similar  purpose,  from  the  Philadeljjhia  Drug  Exchange,  con- 
sisting of  two  members,  <"has.  Bullock  and  Alex.  II.  Jones. 

At  9  o'clock  on  the  following  morning  tlie  .Joint  Committee  waited  on  the 
aothor  of  all  of  our  Revenue  troubles,  and  informed  him  of  the  occasion  of  our 
visit.  At  firrtt  he  did  not  seem  to  regard  the  .situation  in  the  most  favsrable 
light,  but  a  happy  thought  occurring  just  at  the  right  time  (we  allude  to  Mr. 
Kimball,  the  assistant,  who  is  really  the  originator  of  the  astute  productions), 
he  summoned  his  aid,  and  the  battle  began. 

Robert  Shoemaker,  having  seen  service  in  former  visits,  introduced  each 
member,  and  then  laid  before  the  doughty  Knights  of  the  Stamps  the  griev- 
ances under  which  we  groan  and  saflTer.  'I'he  views  of  the  several  bodies  rep- 
resented were  brought  out,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  deci.sion  would  affect 
the  whole  trade  was  dwelt  upon  at  length  ;  a  full  and  free  interchange  of  opin- 
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ion  was  had.  and,  althoiiffh  the  discussion  was  conducted  with  courtesy  at  all 
times,  it  was  evident  to  all  of  the  members  of  the  Committees  that  the  position 
held  bj  the  (yomraissioner  and  his  assistant  was  not  to  be  visibly  shaken  by  any 
arguments  that  could  be  brought  to  bear. 

The  discussion  soon  narrowed  down  to  the  point,  In  a  medicine,  what  con- 
stitutes similarity  in  style  to  a  patent  or  proprietary  medicine?  and  here  we 
found  the  Commissioner  more  ignorant  than  an  ordinary  country  school-boy. 
When  Chas.  Bullock  stated  that  such  common  officinal  articles  as  laudanum, 
paregoric,  castor  oil,  sweet  spt.  of  nitre,  sweet  oil.  &c.,  &c.,  were  largely  put 
up  by  wholesale  druggists  for  consumption  in  country  stores,  going  very  often 
in  sparsely  populated  districts,  where  physicians  could  not  be  called  readily,  he 
said  that  he  never  knew  of  the  medicines  mentioned  ever  being  sold  except  by 
physicians'  prescription,  anil  he  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing.  Further 
on  in  the  discussion  a  member  asked  if  they  had  called  in  any  experts  to  con- 
fer with  them  in  regard  to  recent  decisions.  He  said  that  they  did  not  think  it 
at  all  necessary,  as  the  'aw  was  there  and  they  were  competent  to  decide  upon 
it.  He  accidentally  or  purposely  let  fall  the  remark  subsequently,  that  he  was 
a  Homoeopath,  and  never  took  an^'  of  the  medicines  himself.  Notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  the  only  surviving  member  of  the  original  committee  of  experts 
who  were  called  in  when  Sect.  13th  of  Act  of  July  13th.  1866— the  very  sec- 
tion about  which  there  is  so  much  trouble — was  present,  and  clearly  explained 
the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  act,  he  still  was  unwilling  to  reverse  his 
decision  or  yield  one  inch. 

p]ach  member  of  the  Committee  protested  earnestly  against  being  required 
to  stamp  ordinary  retail  counter  sales  of  officinal  articles,  or  of  any  medicine 
the  formula  of  which  is  public  property,  and  they  claimed  that  such  articles  of 
materia  medica  were  exempt  under  Sect.  13th  of  the  Act  of  July  13th,  1866, 
which  plainly  says : 

Sec.  13.  And  bt  itfarlhtr  enicled.  That  no  stamp  ta.\  shall  be  impo.sed  upon  any  uncompounded 
medicinal  drug  or  chemical,  nor  upon  any  medicine  compounded  according  to  the  United 
States  or  other  ijitional  pliarmacopoeia,  or  of  which  the  full  and  proper  formula  i.s  publi-shed  in 
any  of  the  dispensatories  now  or  hitherto  in  common  use  among  physicians  or  apothecaries,  or 
in  any  pharmaceutical  journal  now  isi-ued  by  any  incorporated  coilej^e  of  pharmacy,  when  not 
sold  or  offered  for  sale,  or  advertised  under  any  other  name,  form  or  guise  than  that  under 
which  they  ni.iy  be  severally  denomina'ed  and  laid  d'.wn  in  said  pharmacopoeias,  dispensatories 
or  journals  as  afi)rjsaid.  nor  upon  medicines  sold  to  or  for  the  use  of  any  person,  which  may  be 
mixed  and  compounded  for  said  person  according  to  the  wri'ten  receipt  or  prescription  of  any 
physician  or  surgeon.  But  nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  exempt  from  stamp  tax 
any  medicinal  ariicles,  whether  eimple  or  compounded  by  any  rule,  authority,  or  formula,  pub- 
lished or  unpublished,  which  are  put  up  in  a  style  or  manner  similar  to  that  of  patent  or  propri- 
etary medicines  in  general,  or  advertised  in  newspapers  or  by  public  handbills  for  popular  sale 
and  use,  as  having  any  special  proprietary  claim  to  merit,  or  to  any  peculiar  advantage  in  mode 
of  preparation,  quality,  use,  or  effect,  whether  such  claim  be  real  or  pretended. 

But  the  Commi'ssioner  explained  that  "where  physic  and  physician  were  sup- 
plied to  the  patient  at  one  and  the  same  time,  as  was  the  case  where  labels 
were  nsed  giving  the  name,  dose  and  direction  of  the  medicine,  it  was  plain 
that  a  stamp  was  required."     This  is  wisdom,  indeed  ! 

He  ruled  thai  it  was  not  necessary  to  call  it  B  s  Laudannm  or  C's  Castor  Oil 
to  render  it  liable  ;  but  the  dose  and  directions  were  sufficient  to  make  it 
Btampable. 

We  were  not  prepared  to  hear  that  this  law  was  intended  to  advance  the 
interests  of  the  physician,  or  indeed  of  any  profession,  nor  interleie  with  what 
the  public  have  long  considered  their  right,  but  supposed  that  it  was  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  revenue  by  levying  a  tax  on  commodities  which  are  either 
articles  of  luxury  or  are  not  absolutely  necessities. 

It  clearly  is  not  the  intention  of  the  General  Covernment  to  gather  into  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States  pennies  that  are  wrung  from  the  suffering  and 
needy  poor;  for  it  is  upon  these  that  this  decision  bears  with  the  most  weight. 

There  was  one  glaring  inconsistency  in  the  Commissioner's  position  that  was 
difficult  to  understand. 
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He  explains  in  his  Special  Circular.  No.  \.A^,  paragrui>li  10, — just  i.«ssiied. — 
what  he  menus  liy  a  style  ami  manner  similar  to  patent  medicines,  and  well  has 
he  descrilnMl  whut  an  ordinary  drM<r<jist  would  recognize  as  a  proprietary  or 
quack  medicine.     For  instance,  to  quote 

'•The  Ifading  points  or  cliHraciori^'tir's  of  this  style  nre  (>f),  thiil  sucli  medi"in»8  lire  al' 
most  hIw;iv<  pit  up  in  rrlail  picKiv  's.  packiiRcs  whifh  arc  MO'd  with  ih'ir  cnnl'uh.  (tireclly  to  the 
consiiiiu-r:  aniii'<,eaoh  pack^iKe  Is  aooompanipd  with  a  la^iel,  a  haixthili,  or  a  wnipppr,  conlain- 
Irut  an  enutncration  of  tlie  dist-a-es  or  nHection'*  for  wlncli  tlie  inedicin*"  ix  a  lenifily  or  a  sj.e- 
cific  ;  ciin'aKiinjt,  Ml^o,  direction-  as  to  when  and  how  ii  is  to  tie  iakr>n,  what  ciinstiliiifs  a  proper 
dose,  how  frpquentls-  Mich  doiips  are  to  \f  taken,  et<*..  witn  such  jjent  ral  ilireelions  with  regard 
to  ihe  moije  oi  adniinit'terine  the  nit-dicine  as  phy.sicians  trive  when  falleil  to  piesi-ril)e  for  a  pa- 
tient. It  is  a  .siyl<*  adapt->d  to  populiir  sale  and  use,  to  enatile  the  sick  to  snpfily  themselves  with 
remed'cs.  and  to  nse  the  s  me  wii limit  the  aid  or  advice  of  a  physician  or  meilical  practitioner. 
Medicines  and  medicinal  preparati  ms,  wliether  oflficinal  or  non  ofR'-inal,  by  whatever  rule  or  au- 
thority, or  formula  compounded,  pu'  up  in  surh  a  style,  in  vlail  jxickaytf.  and  aciunpanied  with 
*  label,  a  eireii'ar.  or  a  wrapper,  (tii  ing  the  disease,  diseases,  or  Hffecl  ions  for  which  such  imdi- 
cincs  are  lo  be  or  have  been  applied  or  used,  directions  how  to  use,  etc..  are  liable  to  stamp  tax 
under  Sc' edule  C.  The  law  lU'ikes  no  provision  for  cxemptinij  such  medicines,  but  expressly 
declares  that  the  statute  tliall  not  be  amitrucd  so  a.s  to  give  exemption. ' 

Now,  then,  what  consistency  is  there  here,  when  he  takes  so  much  trouble 
and  uses  so  much  Government  ink,  to  state  2'??  detnil  all  the  poitits  thai  go 
towards  miikin<r  a  medicine  proprietary  or  patent,  constitnting  a  '•similarity  in 
style."  and  then  rules  that  simple  laudanum,  (/  iiot  put  up  in  retail  packages, 
but  disperised  fronj  a  larger  bottle  over  the  counter  as  needed,  ik  .not  having 
on  it  a  label,  handbill  or  wrapper,  containing  an  ennmoration  of  the  diseases 
or  affections  for  which  the  medicine  is  a  remedy  or  specific;  luit  if  it  merely 
contains  on  it  the  name  and  proper  dose,  without  which  no  careful  dispenser 
would  pell  it,  it  is  declared  to  be  liable  to  ta.v.  Does  he  rule  that  an  offence 
in  one  particular  renders  the  offender  guilty  of  all? 

Patent  medicines  have  coiks  in  them  (for  the  convenience  of  the  public),  so 
have  officinal  medicines  ;  Schenck's  Pills  and  Seidlitz  Powders  are  both  put 
into  a  bo.Y,  and  in  this  particular  they  are  ••similar  in  style ;"  yet  who  could  not 
tell  which,  in  the  meaning  of  the  Act  of  July  l:^th.  1866.  was  exempt? 

No  doubt  the  Commissioner's  answer  to  this  would  be.  You  supply  the  public 
with  the  means  of  curing  themselves  of  some  disease  or  other  without  calling 
in  a  physician.  For  this  privilege  the  (jovernment  of  the  United  States  suffers 
to  the  extent  of  one  cent  on  every  twenty-five  cents  or  under,  and  you  must 
pay  for  it. 

As  instances,  a  number  of  labels  for  special  preparations  were  cited  by  the 
Committee,  such  as  "  Kpsom  Salts — one  dose,"  •'Castor  Oil — one  dose," — 
both  require  stamps;  "Seidlitz  Powders" — on  this  label  the  Commissioner 
and  his  assistant  differed  in  judginent.  -Ine  said  that  the  ordinury  directions, 
"  I'ut  the  contents  of  a  white  paper  into  half  a  Inmblerful  of  walrr,  and  the 
contents  of  a  blue  paper  into  aiititlier  half  a  tumblerful  of  water;  mi.v  the  two 
and  drink  "  <fec.,  &c.,  did  not  indic;tte  the  dose  and  directions. 

We  immerliately  took  exception  to  this,  of  course,  as  the  contents  of  the  two 
papers  is  the  duse:  and,  if  the  other  rulings  are  just,  Seidlitz  powders  form  no 
exception,  and  must  be  classed  with  them. 

The  Committee  at  last,  finding  it  was  useless  to  prolong  the  discussion,  re- 
tired. It  was  first  proposed  to  feiay  over  in  Washington  and  await  the  produc- 
tion of  a  Circular  that  was  then  going  through  the  |)ress,  but  it  was  concluded 
that  it  would  be  of  no  avail  to  further  engai:e  in  controversy,  and  having  just 
enough  lime  to  go  to  the,  hotel,  obtain  our  baggage  and  pay  our  bills,  and  catch 
the  train,  we  phook  off  ihe  dust  of  the  city  of  magnificent  distances  in  indigna- 
tion, feeling  th.ii  our  prole.-jsion  had  a  gross  iiidi'Miity  huaped  upon  it,  in  that 
we  should  be  classed  with  quacks,  charlatans  and  ruin  sellers. 

lioBT,    SiKlKMAKKR, 

JosEi'ii  1'.  Kkminoto.n. 
October  20lh,  1873. 

The  report  of  the  (Jomniittee  of  ihc  Philadelphia  Drug  Kxchange  is  equally 
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full  and  e.xplicit. .  We  copy  from  it  the  concluding  sentences,  giving  a  sumniary 
of  the  entire  report : 

1st.  The  name  of  the  medicinal  preparation,  together  with  the  name  of  the 
maniifucttirer  or  seller  on  the  label,  if  the  preparation  is  otficinal,  or  of  pub- 
lished recipe,  will  not  require  a  stamp.  The  formula  of  the  preparation  may 
also  appear  on  the  label  without  necessitating  a  stamp. 

'2d.  AJeiition  of  the  proper  dose  of  a  preparation  on  the  label  will  be  consid- 
ered as  placing  it  in  the  sijie  or  manner  of  a  proprietary  or  patent  medicine, 
and  a  stamp  will  be  required. 

3d.  A  printed  label  yiving  proper  dose,  when  put  upon  a  medicine  dispensed 
across  th(%  counter,  will  require  a  stamp,  but  the  dispenser  can  write  such  a 
label,  giving  full  directions,  tor  each  individual  sale  without  being  required  to 
stamp  it. 

4th.  Plasters  will  not  require  a  stamp,  being  ''mechanical  appliances"  pro- 
vided they  are  not  of  private  recipe  ;  directions  for  application  of  the  plaster 
not  being  considered  in  the  same  light  as  a  dose  on  a  remedy  for  internal  use. 

5th.  On  gross  packages,  not  intended  for  the  consumer,  the  dose  will  be  per- 
mitted as  information  to  the  dispenser. 

(rfigu-ed)  Alexander  H.  Jones, 

Charles  Bullock, 

Committee. 

The  following  correspondence,  between  Hon.  Leonard  Myers,  representative 
of  the  Fourth  Congressional  District  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Commissioner 
of  Internal  Revenue,  has  been  placed  at  our  disposal : 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  12,  1873. 

Dear  Sir.  —The  druggists  of  this  city  are  in  considerable  trouble  over  your 
letter  of  September  9,  1873,  in  regard  to  the  stamp  duty  on  medicinal  prepara- 
tions. 

The  uncertainty  as  to  what  preparations  are  liable  and  what  e.xempt  could 
at  any  moment  render  the  best  men  in  this  or  any  community  subject  to  fine 
or  seizure,  I  believe  you  will  agree  with  me  that  the  law  coatemplates  no  such 
hardship  and  no  such  uncertainty.  The  L3th  section  of  the  Act  of  July  13th, 
1860,  has  not,  until  now,  been  construed  to  impose  duties  in  the  cases  com- 
plained of,  and  I  write  in  the  belief  that  the  labels  and  preparations  submitted 
for  your  opinion  were  not  like  those  which  the  druggists  believe,  and  I  believe, 
aot  liable  to  the  tax.  If  we  are  wrong,  ttien,  just  at  a  time  when  Congress 
was  lightening  the  burthens  of  the  people,  it  has  unintentionally  imposed  upon 
the  sutfering  and  the  poor  a  duty  which  was  not  demanded  during  the  pressing 
exigencies  of  the  war. 

I  encljse  si.x  labels  used  by  ray  constituent,  James  Kenworihy,  for  the  pre- 
parations respectively  of  "  Citrate  of  Magnesia,"  "  Paregoric,'  "  Tincture  of 
Chloride  of  Iron,"  ''Jamaica  Gringer,"  "  Ipecacuanha"  and  "  Spiced  Syrup  of 
Rhubarb" — all  laid  down  in  the  U.  S.  Dispensatory,  which  he  fears  may  under 
your  ruling  be  liable  to  the  tax,  and  which  in  my  judgment  are  not  so  liable. 
it  is  true,  there  are  directions  on  the  labels  with  some  reference  to  the  quali- 
ties of  the  medicines ;  but  none  of  these  preparations  are  new  or  secrei,  or  Pro- 
prietary or  Patent,  or  alleged  to  have  "  any  special  proprietary  claim  to  merit 
or  to  any  peculiar  advantage  in  mode  of  preparation,"  etc.,  and  therefore  they 
are  not  "  pat  up  in  a  style  or  manner  similar  to  that  of  pitent  or  proprietary 
medicines  in  general." 

If  these  are  ta.xable  then  half  the  medicines  which  the  people  mn'it  buy  are 
so  taxable— an  imposition  of  duty  just  the  reverse  of  what  Congress  intended. 
It  would,  indeed,  be  contradictory  if  this  internal  lax  were  levied  or  construed 
to  exist  when  Congress  had  (by  the  Act  of  June  fi,  187'2),  in  order  to  aid  the 
sutfering  poor  as  well  as  to  foster  our  industries,  placed  on  the  free  list  nearly 
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all  driip  and  dye  Rubstances  not  grown  or  produced  in  tliis  coiintry.  We  were 
willing  to  lose  our  Customs  Revenues  to  the  extent,  of  millions  of  dollars  an- 
nnally.  in  <irder  to  benefit  mid  protect  the  people,  and  certainly  have  no  need 
and  no  right  to  collect  it  now  in  the  shape  of  an  internal  tax. 

Feeling  sure  you  will  agree  with  me.  and  awaiting  your  reply,  I  am 

Yours  very  truly, 
(Signed)  Leonard  Mykrs. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Doroi.Ass,  Commissioner  ef  Internal  Revenve. 

Treasury  Detartment. 

Office  of  Commissioner  of  Int.  Revknte, 

Wasiiinoton,  October  lf)f  1873 

Sir. — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  I'ith  inst.  enclosing  six  labels,  which 
you  state  are  samples  of  labels  used  by  your  constituent,  .lames  Kenworthy, 
Esq  .  Druggist,  which  he  affixes  to  certain  medicinal  articles  which  he  puts  up 
for  sale,  made,  compounded  or  prepared  according  to  formulas  laid  down  in 
the  U.  S.  Dispensatory,  and  which  he  fears  may  be  regarded  by  the  revenue 
officers  as  rendering  said  articles  liable  to  stamp  tax  under  the  construction 
given  to  the  law  iu  a  letter  from  this  ofiRce  addressed  to  Supervisor  Tutton, 
September  9th 

You  state  it  to  be  your  own  opinion  that  these  labels  do  not  render  the  arti- 
cles liable  to  tax,  for  the  reason  that  "  none  of  these  preparations  are  new,  or 
eecret,  or  proprietary  or  patent,  or  alleged  to  have  any  specified  proprietary 
claim  to  merit  or  to  any  peculiar  advantage  in  mode  of  preparation.'  etc..  and 
therefore  you  conclude  that  "  they  are  not  put  up  in  a  style  or  manner  similar 
to  that  of  a  patent  or  proprietary  medicine  in  general." 

You  further  state  that  if  these  articles  are  taxable,  then  half  the  meiiicines 
which  the  people  must  buy  are  so  taxable — an  imposition  of  duty  just  the  re- 
verse of  what  Congress  intended. 

End  )sed  I  send  you  a  pamphlet  just  issued  from  this  ofTice  upon  the  subject 
of  stamp  tax  under  Schedule  C.  'I'his  pamphlet  embodies  the  views  of  this 
office  after  careful  and  mature  consideration  of  the  entire  .«ubject.  Trusting 
that  this  special  circular  will  fully  answer  the  enquiries  contained  in  your  letter 
with  regard  to  the  use  of  labels,  like  the  samples,  I  have  only  to  remark  fur- 
ther that  I  have  not  the  remotest  desire  or  intention  of  depriving  any  person 
or  persons  engaged  in  the  busine.ss  of  making,  preparing,  compounding  or  vend- 
ing medicines  or  medicinal  articles  of  the  utmost  exemptions  wliicii  the  law 
gives  them  ;  and  I  only  ask  that  they  will  not,  as  your  constituent  seems  to  me 
to  have  done,  deprive  themselves  of  any  rights  to  such  exemptions,  which  the 
law  otherwise  intended  them  to  have  by  putting  up  ordinary  common  and  per- 
fectly well  known  medicines  and  medicinal  articles  without  any  proprietary 
claim  to  merit — medicines  manufaclHred  strictly  in  accordance  with  formnlas 
published  in  standard  medical  authorities,  in  a  atyle  or  manner  similar  to 
patent  or  proprietary  medicines  in  general. 

Just  to  the  extent  that  Congress  intended  to  exempt  all  such  articles,  what- 
ever might  have  been  the  motive,  I  desire  that  they  shall  be  exempted.  What 
Congress  actually  did  intend.  I  can  judge  of  (mly  from  the  language  of  the  stat- 
ute. Where  that  declares  that  "  nothing  in  this  section  (section  li<  of  the  Act 
of  July  13,  18G(3,  and  the  only  section  of  law  now  in  force  granting  any  exemp- 
tion whatever)  shall  be  construed  to  exempt  from  stamp  tax  any  medicinal 
articles,  whether  simple  or  compounded  by  any  rule,  authority  or  formula, 
published  'or  unj)ublished,  which  are  put  up  in  a  style  or  manner  similar  to 
that  of  patent  or  proprietary  medicines  in  general."  I  conclude  that  it  was 
the  intention  to  (ax  all  medicines,  no  matter  how  simple,  how  common,  how 
well-known  or  by  whom  used,  that  were  put  up  in  such  style.  If  that  is  not  a 
plain  and  logical  inference,  then  I  must  confess  that  I  am  unable  to  compre- 
nend  what  the  language  does  mean. 
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What  constitutes  a  similarity  to  the  style  of  patent  or  proprietary  medicines 
in  general,  is  set  forth  in  the  Special  No.  145,  which  1  enclose,  as  also  in  my 
letter  before  alluded  to.  addressed  to  Supervisor  Tutton  I  think  I  am  not 
mistaken  in  my  views,  and  if  not,  one  of  two  alternative.s  mnst  bo  adopted  by 
the  makers  and  venders  of  medicines,  who  adopt  the  style  which  the  law  de- 
clares outside  of  any  provision  of  exemption,  viz..  either  to  change  such  style 
of  putting  up.  or  stamp  the  packages. 

Whenever  Congress  sees  fit  to  provide  for  exempting  articles  under  Sched- 
ule C  altogether  from  stamp  tax,  I  shall  offer  no  opposition.  But  so  long  as 
the  law  remains  upon  the  statute  book,  my  duty  is  to  execute  it  according  to 
its  clear  intent,  as  I  understand  that  intent  from  the  plain,  and,  as  it  seems  to 
me,  unmistakable  meaning  of  the  language  used. 

Yours  respectfully, 
(Signed)  J.  W.  DouGi-ASs,  Commissioner. 

Hon.  Leonard  Myers,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Philadelphia,  October  27th,  1873. 

Dear  Sir. — My  reply  to  yours  of  the  1.5th  inst  has  been  delayed  until  re- 
ceipt of  the  pamphlet  (Special  No.  14.5),  on  the  subject  of  Stamp  Tax  under 
Schedule  C 

While  not  directly  stating  whether  druggists'  labels,  such  as  I  enclosed,  ren- 
dered the  preparations  liable  to  tax.  you  refer  me  to  this  pamphlet  for  your 
decision,  and  this  only  confirms  mH  in  the  opinion  that  they  are  not  liable. 
You  say  your  duty  is  to  execute  the  law  according  to  its  clear  intent,  and  I 
suppose  no  one  will  controvert  that  pioposition  ;  but  when  the  preparations 
you  now  think  liable  have  been  publicly  sold  for  seven  years  since  the  ])assag6 
of  the  law  without  the  slightest  attempt  by  your  Department  to  tax  them,  it  is, 
to  say  the  least,  very  natural  that  the  correctness  of  your  present  decision 
should  be  questioned. 

Objecting  to  my  views  that  the  preparation  of  these  medicines,  according  to 
formulas  of  the  Dispensatory,  taken  in  connection  with  the  simple  directions 
of  the  labels,  do  not  justify  their  assimilation  to  patent  or  proprietary  medi- 
cines, you  quote  the  language  of  the  act,  and  claim  that  they  "  are  )hut  up  in  a 
style  or  manner  similar  to  that  of  patent  or  proprietary  medicines  in  general." 
Now  this  is  exactly  what  I  deny.  There  is  not  a  patent  or  proprietary  medi- 
cine sold  which,  in  addition  to  a  label  and  instructions,  is  not  enclosed  in  a 
wrapper. 

In  paragraph  8  of  your  Special,  you  assume  that  a  label,  a  hand-bill  or  a 
wrapper,  will  give  the  packages  a  '■  similarity  ol  style"  with  proprietary  arti- 
cles. In  this  you  are  undoubtedly  mistaken,  for  in  the  latter  these  three  ele- 
ments are  combined  while  all  medicines  including  what  you  have  admitted  to 
be  exempt,  have  "  labels  "  afiixed  to  them. 

Thi.--  paragraph  asserts  that  the  other  leading  characteristic  of  similarity  is 
"  that  such  medicines  are  almost  always  put  up  in  retail  packages,  which  are 
sold  ii'ith  their  conletds  directly  to  the  consumer. 

But  in  njne  of  the  instances  »vhere  I  asked  your  opinion,  except  that  of 
•'  Citrate  of  .Magnesia"  (which  only  ha.s  the  label)  is  the  medicine  sold  in  retail 
or  unbroke  .  packajns. 

They  are  the  medicines  in  hourly  demand,  put  up  and  sold  in  the  quantities 
called  for.     Nor  has  Congress  levied  or  intended  to  levy  a  tax  upon  them. 

You  will  find,  on  a  closer  examination,  that  these  articles  are  exempt  even 
under  vour  own  rulings,  and.  confident  that  your  sincere  desire  is  to  carry  out 
the  law.  I  do  not  believe  you  will  endeavor  to  strain  a  point  against  the  people 
in  order  to  obtain  a  revenue  which,  until  now,  has  never  been  demanded. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Leonard  Myers. 
Hon.  J.  W.  Douglass. 


570 


JuUiorlaL 


Am.  Joua.  Huakii. 
Dec.  1,  1873 


EPARTMKNT,  1 

r.  Rkvk.vur,  > 
>v.  10,  1873.  j 


Treasury  Department, 
Office  op  Co.mmissionrr  of  Int. 
Wa.siiincto.v,  Nov 

Sir. — I  have  received  voiir  note  of  (he  6th  inst..  cnllin^r  my  attention  to  the 
fact  that  no  reply  has  been  received  to  your  letter  of  the  27lli  nil.,  and  stating 
lurlher  that  bince  you  wrote  to  me  on  the  puliject  of  Ptamping  medicines,  the 
papers  speak  of  a  modification  of  your  (my)  order,  so  far  as  relates  to  mcdi- 
■cines  sold  in  quantities  called  for  by  consumers,  and  asking  for  a  reply  to  your 
letter  as  above,  and  also  asking  me  to  state  the  substance  of  this  decision, 
meaning.  I  suppose,  the  alleced  modification  of  my  order. 

In  re[ily,  1  have  to  stale  that,  as  you  made  no  specific  inquiry  or  asked  for 
any  further  inlormation  relative  to  the  views  of  this  office  on  the  subject  in 
addition  to  tho.^e  communicated  to  you  in  my  letter  to  you  of  tlie  l.'iih  ult., 
and  in  the  published  circular  issued  from  this  office — copy  of  which  was  sent 
you — I  saw  nothing  in  your  letter  calling  for  a  reply,  unless  it  might  be  the 
declaration  contained  therein  in  the  following  words  :  "  You  say  your  duty  is 
to  execute  the  law  according  to  its  clear  intent,  and  I  snppv.se  no  cne  will 
controvert  that  ])roposition  ;  but  when  the  preparations  you  now  think  liable 
tave  been  publicly  sold  for  seven  years  since  the  passage  of  the  law,  without 
the  sliehtest  attempt  by  your  Department  to  tax  them,  it  is,  to  say  the  least, 
very  natural  that  the  cor.ectness  of  your  present  decision  should  be  ques- 
tioned. It  is  to  the  last  part  of  this  declaration  made  by  you,  which  applies 
no  less  to  my  predecessors  in  office  as  Commissioner,  from  and  including  Mr. 
Rollins  to  the  present  time,  than  to  myself,  to  which  1,  for  myself  and  on  be- 
■halfof  them,  would  reply;  and  I  now  assert,  in  the  most  positive  terms,  and 
with  the  amplest  evidence  before  me  of  the  correctness  of  what  I  say.  that 
from  the  time  of  the  passable  of  the  Act  of  July  l.Sth,  1806,  to  the  present  time, 
this  office  has  held  the  same  views  regarding  the  liabilities  of  medicines  and 
■medicinal  articles,  not  known  or  claimed  to  he  patent,  proprietary,  or  made  by 
an/  secret  or  unpublished  formulas,  when  such  medicines  weie  put  up  in  style 
■similar  to  that  of  patent  or  proprietary  medicines  in  general,  etc.  This  doc- 
trine, decision,  ruling  or  requirement  of  law,  however  one  may  please  to  term 
it,  was  published  May  10  1807,  in  instructions  to  revenue  officers,  Series  3.  No. 
10,  re|»eated  May  1.  1869,  in  Series  .5,  No.  10,  reiterated  again  July  31,  1871, 
and  given  forth  in  letter*  without  number  sent  from  this  office  north,  south, 
east  and  west,  in  answer  to  letters  of  correspondents,  either  officers  of  the 
revenue,  manufacturers,  compounders  or  venders  of  medicinal  articles. 

My  letter  to  Supervisor  Tutton,  of  September  9th,  and  the  printed  circular 
latterly  issued  from  this  office,  communicate  no  new  doctrine,  ruling  or  deci- 
sion of  this  office  on  the  subject  of  stamp  ta.x  under  Schedule  C.  They  do 
define,  as  we  understand  it,  the  style  or  manner  in  which  patent  or  proprietai-y 
medicines  in  general  are  put  up,  and  they  do  declare  that  any  and  all  medi- 
cines, no  matter  how  simple  or  how  compounded,  whether  the  rich  man's  medi- 
cine or  the  •'  poor  man's."  which  are  put  up  in  such  style  as  there  defined,  are 
not  within  the  provisions  of  exemption  from  stamp  ta.x. 

Whether  ihe  views  and  instructions  of  the  circular  on  this  point  of  "  style  " 
ere  correct  or  not,  will  be  a  matter  for  the  Courts  to  decide.  I  believe  they 
are,  and  I  have  neither  seen  nor  heard,  thus  far,  since  their  publication,  any 
reasons  which  lead  me  to  doubt  their  correctness.  I  am  aware  that  persona 
have  niisrepreHeiUcd,  perhaps  misapprehended  the  views  of  this  ollice,  and  the 
statements  made,  or  ullcged  to  have  been  made  by  me  in  a  familiar  conversa- 
tion with  gentlemen  cluiniing  to  represent  the  Dliiladelphia  College  of  IMiar- 
macy  and  the  Drug  Kxcliange  of  that  city,  are  written  out  from  memory  and 
published  in  pamphlet  form,  with  other  matter,  tor  distribution  to  the  trade, 
as  my  views  or  the  views  ol  the  office  upon  matters  thus  set  forth;  but  upon 
this  matter  1  have  only  to  say  that  1  hold  myself  and  the  Office  of  Internal 
Revenue  responsible,  only  for  its  own  authoritatively  published  rulings  and 
•decisions. 

1  return  to  you  the   labels  of  James  Kenwortby,  enclosed    in   your  previous 
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letter,  and  with  relerence  to  them  I  have  further  to  say  that  such  articles  as 
are  indicated  on  these  labels,  or  any  medicinal  article,  put  up  in  bulk  package.s 
from  which  dru<rgists,  apothecaries  or  physicians  dispense  ihem  to.  or  lor.  sick 
patients,  and  not  put  up  in  small  packages  in  advance  of  any  call  for  them  by 
or  for  such  patients  ;  or,  in  other  words,  not  |)ut  np  in  advance  by  the  maker, 
manufacturer  or  vender  '  lor  popular  sale  and  use,"  are  not  held  by  this  office 
or  by  Special  145,  or  by  any  other  j)ublish!'d  authoritative  special  or  circular,  or 
printed  decision,  that  I  am  aware  of,  as  liable  to  stamp  tax  f)y  reason  of  any 
label  attached  thereto,  by  the  manufacturer  of  such  article  having  written  or 
printed  tiiereon  either  the  relative  strength  of  the  drug  or  medicine,  or  what 
may  otherwise  be  rcijarded  as  giving  such  relative  strength,  viz.,  the  maximum 
and  minimum  dose  proper  to  be  administered  in  ordinary  cases. 

Further,  the  ])lacing  upon  any  bottle  of  medicine  or  drug,  whatever  the  size 
of  such  bottle  a  label  with  these  words,  "The  contents  of  this  bottle  are  poi- 
sonous," would  not  render  such  bottles  liable  to  be  stamped. 

1  am  }ours  respectfully, 

J.  W.  Douglass,  Commissioner. 
Hon.  Leonard  Myers,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

To  this  correspondence  we  append  the  following  note  from  Committee  of 
College  and  Drug  Exchange:  '     •< 

The  Committee  from  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  and  from  the 
Drug  Exchange  presented  to  Mr.  Douglass.  Commi.'asioner  of  Internal  Revenue, 
their  credentials  from  the  bodies  they  represented. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Drug  Exchange  contains  substantially 
the  result  of  the  interview.  No  misreprexeiitation  was  intended,  and  if  there 
was  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  it  was  the  misfortune  of 
the  Department  in  not  makia>i  its  views  clear  in  dealing  with  a  subject  with 
which  it  evidently  was  not  familiar. 

The  Committee  were  impressed  with  the  intention  of  the  Department  not  to 
permit  the  mention  of  dose  on  any  label,  whether  dispensed  extemporaneously  or 
put  up  ready  for  sale,  and  to  elicit  more  distinctly  the  design  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  respect  to  extemporaneous  sales,  the  Committee  dwelt  at  some  length 
upon  that  subject.  It  was  as  gratifying  as  unexpected  when  ollicial  informa- 
tion subsequently  reached  us  that  the  dose  printed  on  a  label  would  be  permitted 
when  the  medicine  was  put  up  on  call. 

The  "  new  departure,"  as  all  in  the  trade  fully  understand,  lies  in  the  con- 
struction as  to  what  constitutes  "  the  style  or  manner  similar  to  that  of  patent 
or  proprietary  medicines  in  general."  The  Department  says  mention  of  dose  on 
the  label  of  a  consumer's  package,  when  not  put  up  especially  for  said  con- 
eumer.  sets  up  such  a  style  or  manner;  experts,  long  in  business,  say  it  does 
not;  and  herein  lies  the  controversy,  'i'he  '"departure"  is  radical;  the  tax  is 
on  information.  The  article  can  be  manufactured  and  sold  without  st&,mp  duty; 
but  information  brings  the  stamp.  Ktoenue  from  a  law  so  intended  would  be 
too  precarious  to  be  seriously  entertained!  The  '-form  and  manner  of  a  pat- 
ent medicine"  is  w.ll  understood  by  druggists.  The  De[)arlment  acknowledged 
that  no  druggist  or  expert  had  been  consulted  as  to  what,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
trade,  set  up  such  "a  style  or  manner."  Had  this  precaution  been  taken,  we 
would  probably  have  escaped  the  unpleasant  contention  of  facts  versus  con- 
struction. 

JosKPtr  P.  Rrmingto.n, 
RoBT.  Shoemakkr, 
„  Committee  from  Philadelphia  Co' lege  of  Pharmacy. 
CuAS.  Bullock, 
Alexandkb  H.Jones, 

From  Druij  Exchange. 


572  Editorial.  \^%T\:m^''- 

Tbe  following  report  referH  to  the  action  of  the  Philadeljihia  College  at  itR 
meeting  held  October  2lst  : 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Philadelphia  College  of  rhurmncy  to  en- 
deavor to  bring  before  the  U.  S.  District  Court  a  case  testing  the  validity  of 
the  construction  of  tbe  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  as  t©  what  consti- 
tutes the  "  style  or  manner  of  patent  or  proprietary  medicines  in  aeneral,"  un- 
der Section  I'iUh  of  the  Act  of  July  13lh,  1866,  called  upon  the  U.  S.  District 
Attorney  to  learn  whether  such  a  case  could  come  before  the  Court  in  Novem-. 
ber  ;  having  ascertained  that  it  was  likely  that  the  Court  would  hear  the  case, 
they  with  their  attorney  waited  upon  the  Supervisor  of  Internal  Revenue  of 
this  city,  and  st  <ted  the  wish  of  the  druggists  to  have  the  contest  of  opinion 
settled  by  judicial  exposition,  so  (ar  as  this  district  was  concerned. 

The  Supervisor  declined  to  go  into  Court  except  upon  a  suit  brought  against 
him  for  recovery  of  property  con6scated.  The  Committee  were  aware  that  in 
a  suit  instituted  in  this  way  no  decision  could  be  obtained  for  three  or  four 
months,  before  which  time  they  hoped  that  the  obnoxious  construction  of  the 
law  would  be  modified,  or  the  section  repealed. 

RoBT.  Shoemakek, 
Chas.  Bullock, 

For  the  Committee. 

The  new  construction  by  Commissioner  Douglass  of  the  Internal  Revenue- 
Law  has,  as  might  have  been  expected,  aroused  the  druggists  and  pharmacists 
throughout  the  country.  All  organizations,  as  far  as  heard  from,  are  unani- 
mous in  their  opinion  that  an  united  effort  should  be  made  during  the  approach- 
ing session  of  Congress  to  either  have  the  rulings  of  Commissioner  Douglass  set 
aside  by  legislative  action,  or  to  have  that  section  of  the  law  repealed  altoge- 
ther, which,  under  the  new  construction,  is  excessively  oppressive  and  vexa- 
tious to  the  druggists  and  to  the  public  at  large. 

The  Philadelphia  Drug  Exchange  has  passed  the  following  resolution  : 

That  the  proceedings  of  tbe  former  meeting,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
Committee  read  before  this  meeting,  be  embraced  in  a  circular,  to  be  issued  to 
tbe  druggists  throughout  the  United  States,  asking  their  co  operation  by  bring- 
ing all  the  influence  in  their  power  to  bear  upon  their  respective  Congressional 
representatives,  to  have  repealed,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  all  that  por- 
tioD  of  "  Schedule  C  "  which  refers  to  medicinal  preparations. 

The  pamphlet  has  been  issued  and  extensively  distributed  by  tlie  following 
Committee,  appointed  for  this  purpose:  William  Gulager,  Alexander  H.  Jones. 
Charles  Bullock,  Henry  H.  Rittenbouse  and  Benjamin  V.  Mein. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  tbe  Louisville  College  of  Phar- 
macy, held  November  lOlh,  the  following  preamble  und  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  The  recent  construction  of  "Schedule  C"  of  the  Internal  Reve- 
nue Laws  by  Commissioner  Douglass,  addressed  to  Supervisor  Tutton,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, has  been  brought  to  our  notice  ;  in  consideration  of  the  high  autho- 
rity from  which  it  emaniites.  and  of  the  great  confusion  of  the  whole  subject  of 
Stamp  duty  arising  out  of  this  decision,  manifestly  at  variance  with  the  opin- 
ions of  all  former  commissioners  of  Internal  Revenue  ;  and  ' 

Whereas,  The  numberless  medicines  and  preparations  required  to  be  stamped 
in  accordance  with  the  said   definition  of  the  law,  render  it  next  to  impossible 


■"^^Dec!^;  fsT^r" }  Editorial.  573 

to  be  complied  with  in  the  daily  routine  of  business,  and,  notwithstanding 
•every  precaution  upon  our  part,  we,  or  our  employees,  will  be  liable  unintea- 
tionally  to  err;  therefore 

Resolved,  1.  That  this  College,  as  a  corporate  body,  feels  called  upon  to  unite 
with  other  colleges  of  pharmacy  and  pharmaceutical  asaocialions  of  the  United 
States,  in  an  earues-t,  persistent  effort  to  etfect,  through  Congress,  at  its  next 
session,  a  repeal  of  such  part  of  th«  Internal  Revenue  Laws  as  relates  to  a 
stamp  tax  on  medicines. 

Resolved,  2,  That  the  late  ruling  of  the  Commissioner,  in  our  opinion,  affects 
the  people  more  than  the  druggists  and  manufacturers,  for  two  prominent  rea- 
sons, viz.  :  first,  the  increase  of  costs,  which  fall  upon  them  in  the  end  ;  and, 
second,  should  the  drujjgist,  in  order  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  of  stamping 
every  small  package  of  medicine  dispensed  by  him,  omit  to  have  printed  on  hia 
labels  the  proper  dose  to  be  taken,  then  the  ignorance  upon  their  part  in  the 
administration  of  medicines  (without  directions),  oftener  essential  to  the  pre- 
servation of  life  in  emergencies  when  no  physician  can  be  summoned  imme- 
diately. We  therefore  confidently  appeal  to  the  public  to  sustain  us  in  any 
effort  we  may  make  to  secure  the  repeal  of  this  odious  law  altogether,  and  give 
to  them  medicines  free  from  stamp  tax. 

Resolved,  3,  That,  to  this  end,  we  will  respectfully  petition  our  representa- 
tives to  use  all  their  influence  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  to  secure  the 
repeal  of  said  law,  which  the  present  Commissioner  mystifies  the  more  in  every 
attempt  to  define  it. 

Resolved,  4,  That  we  hereby  pledge  the  hearty  co  operation  of  the  Louisville 
College  ol   Pharmacy  in  all  efforts  that  may  be  made  in  this  direction. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  New  Jersey  Pharmaceutical  Association  held 
at  New  Brunswick,  on  Wednesday,  November  I2th,  the  followiu^f  was  unani- 
mously adopted :  • 

Whereas.  In  the  opinion  of  this  Association,  the  Internal  Revenue  Laws,  ia 
regard  to  the  stamps  on  medicines,  necessarily  cause  conflicting  decisions  from 
different  Commissioners  and  their  various  deputies,  thereby  creating  infinite 
trouble  and  annoyance  to  retail  druggists,  besides  frequently  causing  them  to 
appear,  although  innocent,  as  criminals  in  the  eye  of  the  law  ;  and 

Wh'reas,  These  laws  were  originally  passed  at  a  time  when  a  revenue  was 
absolutely  needed  from  every  branch  of  industry,  which  necessity  no  longer  ex- 
ists, taxing  the  poor  man's  necessities,  equally  with  the  luxuries  of  the  rich  ;  and 

Whercan.  'I'he  Commissioner  has  himself  acknowledged  his  difficulty  in  exe- 
cuting the  laws,  and  has  signified  his  willingness  to  assist  in  their  repeal ;  there- 
fore 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Association  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  such  portion  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Law,  known  as  Schedule  0,  and  all 
acts  relating  thereto,  be  repealed. 

The  Maryland  College  of  Pharmacy  has  adopted  a  petition  to  Congress  ask- 
ing for  the-repeal  of  the  section  in  question,  and  we  have  been  informed  that 
petitions  are  being  signed  by  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  having  the  same  end  in 
view. 

The  Massachusetts  College  of  Pharmacy  has  prepared  a  petition  to  Con- 
gress, in  which,  among  others,  the  following  strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  re- 
peal of  Section  13  of  the  Act  of  July  13,  1866,  occurs  : 

We  respectfully  submit  that  a  tax  made  oppressiue  on  the  technical  wording 
of  a  label,  and  unjust  by  dating  back  its  operations  under  a  new  decision,  is  so 
much  money  wrested  from  persons  convicted    of  no  crime,  and  any  law  that 
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can  be  construed  so  that  honest  people  pursuiiifr  an  honorable  cnllinp:  cannot 
live  under  it  wiihont  beiit'r  .'subject  to  such  pains,  penuliies.  c.xpi-nse  and  busi- 
ness inconvenience,  should  be  repealed  as  a  simple  act  ol'justicc  " 

The  action  of  Commissioner  Douglass  has  had  one  good  effect:  it  has  shown 
to  many  druggists  and  pharmacists  the  necessity  and  importance  of  united 
action,  and  the  danger  of  preserving  a  state  of  isolation.  An  organization  of 
the  drug  and  pharmaceutical  trade  of  the  State  of  Maryland  l:as  been  effected, 
at  present  with  the  object  of  consulting  about  the  Internal  Revenue  law,  and 
the  latest  decisions  ui  der  it.  "With  a  similar  object  in  view,  the  diuggists  of 
Janesville.  Wisconsin,  held  a  meeting  November  14,  at  which  Hon.  Mr.  Wil* 
liams.  member  of  Congress,  was  present,  and  premised  to  lerd  hie  aid  towards 
a  modification  of  the  ruling.  We  have  been  informed  oi  similar  efforts  being 
made  in  other  States,  and  sincerely  trust  that  these  organizations  may  become 
permanent  ones. 

We  venture  the  assertion  that  there  is  hardly  a  trade  or  profession  the  mem- 
bers of  which  have  more  cheerfully  submitted  to  this  kind  of  taxation  by 
stamps  than  the  druggists  and  pharmacists.  Their  united  opposition  to  the 
new  principles  introduced  into  an  old  law  clearly  proves,  therefoie,  how  oppres- 
sive and  unjust  these  are  regarded  by  them.^ 

In  cocnection  with  this  subject,  it  is  but  proper  to  acknowledge  the  position 
towards  this  "new  departure"  taken  by  many  of  the  most  influential  of  the 
political  papers  throughout  the  country.  They  have  done  a  great  deal  to  con- 
vince the  public  of  the  burden  the  "new  views"  would  entail  upon  them,  and 
to  secure  the  co-operation  of  every  intelligent  person  throughout  the  country 
in  the  efforts  of  effecting  a  modification  or  an  entire  repeal  of  the  section. 


Effervescent  Solution  of  Tartrate  of  Sodium. — In  the  July  number  & 
formula  for  the  above  preparation  has  been  published,  which  appears  to  have 
been  favorably  received  by  many  of  the  readers  of  the  "Journal."  We  liave 
been  informed  by  a  correspondent  that,  adding  gradually  the  carbonate  of 
80('inm  to  the  solution  of  tartaric  acid,  the  liquid  assumed  the  form  of  a  thick 
and  alanosi  solid  magma  when  about  one-half  of  the  carbonate  had  been  added, 
in  uonsefjuence  of  the  crystallization  of  bitartrate  of  sodium.  This  is,  with 
Bome  didicnlly,  and  by  the  application  of  a  gentle  heat,  combined  with  the  re- 
maining Foda.  Our  correspondent  advises,  very  properly,  to  dissolve  the  car- 
booate  first,  and  acd  to  it  the  acid. 


Pills  of  SuLruATE  of  Quinia. — Mr.  C.  C.  Patterson,  of  St.  Clairsville,  0., 
in  a  communication  to  the  editor,  suggests  that  these  pills  may  be  made  of 
small  size  Jlid  without  any  gum,  syrup  or  extract,  by  adding  to  the  quinia  a 
little  tartaric  acid  and  suflcient  water.  This  is  a  modification  of  the  plan  pub- 
lished  by  Prof.  Parrish  in  this  journal  in  18.t3,  and  which  consists  in  adding 
aromatic  sulphuric  acid  to  the  quinia  and  rolling  the  mass  before  it  hardens^ 
which  takes  place  rather  suddenly,  and  may  be  retarded,  particularly  when 
operation;  upon  a  larger  quantity,  by  the  addition  of  a  very  small  quantity  of 
honey  or  simple  syrup. 
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The  Richmond  Pharmaceutical  Association. — We  are  pleased  to  state 
that  this  Associatiou  has  been  added  to  the  number  of  pharmaceutical  socie- 
ties already  in  existence  in  the  United  States.  A  vast  field  for  good  work  ia 
before  it.  and  we  feel  sure  will  be  well  cultivated.  The  Association  was  defi- 
nitely organized,  November  10th,  by  the  election  of  the  following  officers • 
President,  Hugh  Blair;  Vice-Presidents,  John  Purcell  and  Dr.  John  R.  Gar- 
nett ;  Recording  Secretary^  Jos.  N.  Willis  ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  T.  Rob- 
erts Baker;  Treasurer,  Henry  Bodeker  ;  Executive  Committee,  the  President 
and  Recording  Secretary,  ex  officio,  R.  H.  Meade,  Powhatan  E.  Dupuy  and 
John   B.  Purcell. 

The  Association  will  meet  regularly  the  second  Monday  evening  in  every 
mootb. 


The  Alum.m  Association  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  has 
resolved  to  place  an  album  containing  the  photographs  of  the  graduates  of  this 
College  in  the  College  library,  and  requests  all  graduates  to  send  their  card 
pictures  to  one  of  the  officers.  The  Association  named  is  already  looking  for- 
ward to  the  Commencement  exercises,  which  are  to  take  place  on  the  12th  of 
March  next.  On  the  evening  preceding  the  Commencement  a  reception  will 
be  given  to  the  graduating  class,  for  which  occasion  it  is  proposed  to  invite 
with  the  members  and  guests  their  lady  friends.  Mr.  William  C.  Bakes,  Class 
1855,  will  deliver  the  annual  address. 


."REVIEWS  AND  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 


An  American  Dictionary  of  the  English  Language.  By  Noah  Webster,  L.L.D. 
Thoroughly  revised  and  greatly  enlarged  and  improved  by  (Jhanncey  A. 
Goodrich.  D.D.,  late  Profes.«or  of  Rhetoric  and  Oratory,  and  also  Professor 
of  the  Pastoral  Charge,  in  Yale  College,  and  Noah  Porter,  D  D.,  L.L.D., 
President  of  Yale  College.  Springfield,  Mass.:  Published  by  G.  &  C.  Mer- 
riam.  187;>.  Royal  4t(i.  1840  pages.  With  oOOO  engravings.  Full  sheep^ 
marbled  edge.     Price  $12. 

The  value  of  Noah  Webster's  dictioaary  is  so  universally  acknowledged  that 
the  work  itself  needs  no  praise  from  us.  As  a  standard  of  orthography,  ortbo. 
epy  and  etymology  it  stands  unrivalled,  and  has  received  the  endorsements  of 
the  best  scholars,  and  sustained  its  high  reputation,  at  home  and  abroad,  for 
more  than  a  generation.  In  fact,  it  is  a  monument  of  careful  research,  of  com- 
pleteness and  general  accuracy,  and  as  such  is  a  work  of  practical  utility  and 
almost  indispensable  necessity. 

The  new  edition  before  ns  has  been  carefully  prepared,  and  in  glancing  over 
the  definitions  of  the  technical  terms  employed  in  pharmacy  and  medicine  we 
find  them  clear,  concise  and  correct,  with  one  exception  :  Pint  is  defined  to 
mean  in  medicine  twelve  ounces,  while  in  the  United  States  it  is  sixteen  fluid- 
ounces,  or  the  measure  of  a  little  more  than  sixteen  and  a  half  ounces  avoir- 
dupois of  water  at  the  temperature  of  GO^  F.,  and  in  Great  Britain  signifies, 
since  the  introduction  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  the  measure  of  exactly 
twenty  ounces  of  distilled  water. 

The  work  is  handsomely  gotten  up,  the  paper  good,  the  types  clear  and  the 
pictorial  illustrations  generally  nuexceptionable. 
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Pharmacopoea  Germanica.  The  German  Pharmacopoeia.  Translated  by  U. 
L.  Lochman.  With  an  Appendix  explanatory  of  the  French  Metrical  Sys- 
tem, and  Tables  of  Weights  and  Measures,  ifec.  Philadelphia:  David  D. 
Elder  i  Co.     1873.     12mo,  pp.  4U0.     Price,  bound  in  cloth,  S2.50. 

On  page  94  of  the  present  volume  we  have  noticed  the  new  German  Phar- 
macopoeia, and  in  the  numbers  from  March  to  July  we  have  published  a  num- 
ber of  formulas  of  the  more  important  preparations  contained  in  it.  The  book 
before  us  is  the  entire  Pharmacopoeia  translated  into  English,  and  as  such  will 
doubtless  be  welcome  to  most  of  our  readers.  It  contains,  in  addition  to  the 
entire  text,  the  English  name  or  names  of  every  article,  whether  crude  drug  or 
preparation.  We  find  the  translation  to  be  quite  faithful,  and  th«  occasional 
addition  of  a  word  to  the  original  only  serves  to  render  it  clearer ;  these  addi- 
tions, including  the  English  names,  are  designated  by  being  enclosed  in  brack- 
ets. This  accuracy  has  been  secured  by  Mr.  Lochman  having  submitted  his 
translation  to  Mr.  H.  N.  Wilder,  who  compared  it  once  more  with  the  official 
Latin  text.  We  heartily  recommend  this  work  to  all  pharmacists  who  desire  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  medicinal  preparations  used  in  (iermany,  and  in 
this  country  prescribed  by  many  physicians,  or  who  feel  interesteil  in  compar- 
ing our  national  Pharmacopcsia  with  the  latest  one  published  in  Europe. 


Circulars  of  Information  of  the  Bureau  of  Education.  No.  4.  1873,  List  of 
Publications  by  Members  of  certain  College  Faculties  and  Learned  Socie- 
ties in  the  United  States.  1867 — 1872.  Washington  :  Government  Print- 
ing Office.     8vo,  pp.  72. 

The  information  contained  in  this  circalar  is  undoubtedly  possessed  of  con- 
siderable interest ;  but  its  meagreness  is  to  be  regretted,  as  well  as  the  want 
of  uniformity  of  the  several  authors  in  the  insertion  or  exclusion  of  their  works. 
In  some  instances  only  important  volumes  are  mentioned  ;  in  others,  short 
articles  in  journals  and  reviews  are  enumerated.  In  making  this  remark,  the 
Bureaa  suggests  that  the  latter  would  seem  the  preferable  method,  as  each 
title  explains  itself. 

It  is  proposed  to  hold  an  educational  exhibition  in  Philadelphia  in  1876,  as 
a  part  of  the  nation's  record  of  progress.  In  view  of  this,  it  is  desired  that 
any  professors  or  instructors  of  colleges  or  universities,  or  any  members  of 
learned  and  scientific  societies  in  the  United  States,  whose  works  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  above  catalogue,  send  to  the  Bureau  of  Education  full  listd  of 
their  publications. 


OBITUARY. 

Profkssob  Dk.  F.  Crace  Calvert  died,  at  the  age  of  54  years,  on  the  24th 
of  October  last.  The  deceased  was  for  about  twenty-five  years  Honorary  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry  in  the  Royal  institution  of  Manchester,  and  had  been 
elected  honorary  and  corresponding  member  of  many  learned  societies.  He 
was  indefatigable  in  his  chemical  researches,  and  numerous  discoveries  and 
improvements  were  originated  or  perfected  by  him.  Many  of  his  papers  bear- 
ing on  pharmacy  have  been  republished  in  this  journal  during  the  last  twenty 
years. 
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Hydroi)hobia,  remedy  for 327 

Hyoscyamia,  properties  of 15 
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Levico  mineral  water 294 

Leymari'  and  Odin,  etherial  tincture  of  iodoform 400 

Lichen  i^laudicus  ab  amaritie  liberatus 162 
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selected  formulas  from  I'barni.Germ Ui6,  Itio,  219,  260,  317 

spirit  of  nitrous  ethf-r  a  supposed  test  for  some  alkaloids. 67 

Malacca  beans  for  coloring  candles  bla'k 164,  233 
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the  new  United  States 92,  HO 

Phenol  sodique 95,  163 

Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  catalogue  of  class,  1872-73 45 

examination,  graduates,  commencement....    179,  182,  184 

laboratory  class 136 

lectures  on  toxicology 136,  185 
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biturtrate  adulteration  of 258 

chlorate  detonating  with  tinfoil 179 

explosive  properties  of  mixtures  of 230,  283 

impure 358 

iodide,  detection  of  bromide  in... 465 
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